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AN INTRODUCTION 



This is an historical record. It represents the complete file of a publication known a s Tbe Volunteer for Liberty — official 
organ of the English-speaking battalions of the International Brigades which fought for the Republic during Spain's Second 
War of Independence, 1936-1939- 

The XVth International Brigade was composed of American, British and Irish, Canadian, Cuban and Puerto Rican 
volunteers, and the units which made it up were known, respectively, as the Lincoln, British, Mackenzie-Papineau and 
24th Battalions. 



Tbe Volunteer for Liberty was written for and by these 
men. Its first issue was published in Madrid on May 24, 
1937, and its sixty- third and last in Barcelona on November 
7, 1938. The purposes of the publication were manifold. 
It was at one and the same time a weekly (and later, a 
sporadic) newspaper which carried editorials, foreign and 
domestic news, interviews, photographs, maps and cartoons, 
jokes and war correspondence— and it was also an instru- 
ment of propaganda and morale for the men for whom 
and by whom it was written. 

Ralph Bates, the British novelist, was its first editor. 
Edwin Rolfe, the American poet, was its second. John Tisa, 
an American worker, was its last. All three had frontline 
experience with the Brigade in addition to their literary 
and journalistic background. Having been close to the men 
in the ranks they knew what these men wanted in a news- 
paper; being close to the Spanish people in the ’Tear”, 
their editorial talents were enriched by contact with the 
people their comrades had come to defend. 

In its efforts to meet deadlines, the paper encountered 
almost insuperable difficulties. It was first published on a 
coated stock, but by September of 1937 it had to print on 
any kind of paper that could be found. Its press runs were 
delayed by incessant interruptions of power— Madrid and 
Barcelona were regularly shelled and bombed throughout 
the war. Its photographers in the lines found it almost im- 
possible to get film, and when film was available the chem- 
icals used for developing and engraving were frequently 
unobtainable. Contact with the Brigade was difficult to 
maintain; mails were delayed for weeks, couriers never 
reached the rear, frontline correspondents who were at the 
same time soldiers in the line were killed. 

The reader will discover the close a*nd immediate connec- 
tion between the paper and the frontline as he reads. Tbe 
Volunteer tried to meet a weekly deadline and throughout 
the year 1937 it was successful. By January of 1938, how- 
ever, when it began to publish in Barcelona— where the 
government of the Republic had been transferred by the 
exigencies of combat- it rarely met a weekly deadline and 
rarely published in its accustomed size— eight pages. 

That was the winter when the preponderance of German 
and Italian material began to make itself felt at the front. 
The month of March was to see the break-through, and dur- 
ing that period The Volunteer frequently appeared merely 



as a broadside leaflet, carrying communiques from the 
fronts and exhortation by government and military official- 
dom. Reflecting the decimation of the international volun- 
teers and their replacement by Spanish cadres, the paper 
began for the first time to appear partly in Spanish and 
partly in English. When the fronts were stabilized to a 
relative degree in the summer of 1938, a more regular 
edition again appeared. 

The last issue was printed to commemorate the with- 
drawal of the Internationals from Spain in November of 
1938. Dr. Juan Negrin had appeared before the League of 
Nations and announced that his government was withdraw- 
ing all foreigners from its ranks. This move exposed to 
the world the hypocrisy of the contention that there were 
"foreigners on both sides" in what is still erroneously 
called the Spanish "civil” war. For the Internationals, who 
were truly volunteers, never numbered more than twenty- 
five thousand men (and no more than six thousand ever 
saw action at one time), while the fascist "volunteers” 
arrived from Italy in entire divisions and army corps. In 
addition most of Franco's high ranking staff officers, pilots, 
tankists, artillerymen and communications specialists were 
German. 

The nature of the struggle which took place in Spain— 
and which was one of the turning points of modern history 
—is brilliantly reflected in these pages. If the reader is 
impressed by names, he will find them here. He will find 
poems by Rafael Alberti, Langston Hughes, Antonio 

Machado, Edwin Rolfe, —and by anonymous soldiers in 
the ranks of the American, British and Canadian battalions. 

He will find reportage, signed articles, interviews and 
statements by Leland Stowe, Dorothy Parker, Vincent 
Sheean, Alexei Tolstoi, Heinrich Mann, J. B. S. Haldane, 
Ernst Toller, Andre Marty, Golubiev, the Soviet military 
commentator, and Hannen Swaffer, the British journalist 
Analyses of the military situation were written for The 
Volunteer by Luigi Gallo, who is known to history as 
Luigi Longo; and by Negrin, Manuel Azana, Luis 

Companys, Dolores Ibarruri (La Pasionaria), and by the 
people's commanders, Lister, Modesto and Pedro Merino. 

But with all deference to these front-page names, it was 
the anonymous volunteer who wrote the history of the 




XVth and the other International Brigades, and who wrote 
the majority of these pages. He wrote them at night by 
the light of a carefully shielded candle; he wrote them 
during rest periods between action; he wrote them in the 
hospital and on leave and he wrote them in the lines them- 
selves whenever the fire was not too hot. He was the first 
"combat correspondent’ ' of the anti-fascist war. 

Here are the colors and the sounds of battle action, the 
stench and the pain. Here are the psychological reactions 
and insights ,of many men, each an individual in his own 
right and each a dedicated man in the sense that he be- 
longed to an organization unique in. human history. No one 
paid the men of fifty-seven nations to come to Spain to 
fight for the Republic. Most left their countries "illegally" 
—many escaped from concentration camps or left nations 
in which they were voluntary exiles from fascism. All came 
to Spain because they felt that the cause of Spain wa^ "the 
cause of all progressive mankind." 

Therefore it was no accident that in the partisan move- 
ment which later sprang up throughout Nazi-occupied 
Europe, the leadership was frequently in the hands of men 
who had fought in the International Brigades. The liberator 
of Warsaw was a Pole named Swierczewski who was known 
in Spain as General Walter and who commanded the 35th 
Division of the Spanish Republican Army, to which the 
XVth belonged. France knows and honors Colonel Rol 
Tanguy who liberated Paris; Sabi Dimitroff was the partisan 
hero of Bulgaria; Dr. Norman Bethune, the Canadian 
originator of the blood bank system, who served in Spain, 
died in China with the 8th Route Army; and the names of 
Hodza, Vidalis, Dispy, Larsen, Hansen, Branson and 
Rodimtsev are household words in Albania, Greece, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, Norway, Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union. 

It is a matter of pride to the American veterans of the 
XVth Brigade that one of our country's outstanding heroes 
of World War II was Herman Bottcher. Promoted from 
sergeant to captain in the field, holder of the Distinguished 
Service Cross and Oak-Leaf Cluster, and many other decora- 
tions, Bottcher will be remembered by the American people 
as the one-man Army of Buna and Leyte. 

Of the three thousand Americans who served with the 
Lincoln Battalion in Spain, some twelve hundred survived 
that first battle against international fascism. They had 
hoped, by enlisting in that war, to help stop the spreading 
plague of Nazism. They believed that if Spain fell, World 
War II would be inevitable. They take no comfort 
from the fact that they were right. They would vastly pre- 
fer to have been wrong; for if they had been wrong the 
world and its people would hive been spared that second 
holocaust and the torture, mutilation and death of millions 
of its best sons and daughters. 

When that war became inevitable, six hundred American 
veterans of the war in Spain were enrolled in the American 
Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force. Three hundred more 
served in the fighting merchant marine. Their losses were 
considerable and their honors many, but they achieved 
neither by the simple process of induction. For to the 
shame of American "non-intervention" in the war in Spain 
—which had guaranteed the death of the Republic— our 
government now added the additional stigma of discrimina- 



tion against the men who had hoped to spare America 
from war by fighting for that Republic. 

Man after man, upon induction, found himself labeled 
a "premature anti-fascist" and secret orders held all Lincoln 
veterans within the continental limits of our country for 
over a year. Many vets were recommended for Officers 
Candidate School but were never permitted to complete 
their courses. Others graduated with high honors, only to 
be sent back to counting nurses' uniforms in station hospi- 
tals, checking requisitions for QM outfits, or to other 
equally meaningless job c . 

The promotions— and the medals— came later. But some 
future American administration will have to redress the 
lasting wrong that was done to Milton Wolff, last com- 
mander of the Lincolns, who was sent to a camp comprised 
of German and Italian nationals and literally had to fight 
his way out— eventually to be picked up by General Dono- 
van of the O.S.S. aad sent to Italy to join his former com- 
rades Irv Goff, Vince Lossowski, Mike Jiminez and Irv 
Fajans, who were working with the Italian partisan move- 
ment. 

Some future American Administration will have to do 
more than grant Joe Hecht a posthumous Silver Star for 
heroism in Germany. For Hecht spent eighteen months in 
the United States filing cards, scrubbing hospital floors and 
polishing brass before his loyalty to his country could be 
demonstrated by a single-handed attack on a Nazi machine- 
gun emplacement in an effort to save the men of the 
platoon he commanded. 

Our people honored Bob Thompson with the Distin- 
guished Service Cross for his work in the South Pacific. 
But as this introduction is being written, he and his com- 
rade John Gates are suffering prosecution for "advocating 
and teaching the overthrow of the government by force 
and violence." In their own good time, our people will 
make amends for this. 

Our people, too, will make such amends as they can for 
the discrimination visited upon Julius Hene, who died in 
Germany, Sid Kurtz, who was killed over India, Ernest 
Koslowski, who died on Leyte with Bottcher, Bill Allender, 
Jerry Weinberg, Ben Gardner, Sidney Rosenblatt, Larry 
Lustgarten, Andrew Miltiades, Dave Altman, John Dele- 
hanty, Joe Gord >n and the many, many others who perished 
on land, in the sea or were shot out of the air defending 
their government “by force and violence." 

For the one thing all these men cherished in their hearts 
was an undying hatred of fascism in whatever form it 
manifested itself— in Spain, or in our own America. As long 
as they lived they fought to make good the pledge they 
gave when they left Spain— never to abandon the Spanish 
people to their butchers; never to forget the struggle that 
continues to this day on the Iberian peninsula. 

Five hundred thousand of the people of Spain itself 
escaped over the Pyrenees when the German and Italian 
artillery and planes blasted a way into Barcelona in January, 
1939. Of this half-million human souls— men, women and 
small children— no more than a hundred and eighty thou- 
sand live today— in France, in Mexico and other South 
American countries. And if the American Army's treatment 




of our American veterans of the war in Spain was shameful, 
the treatment of the half-million patriots who escaped from 
northern Spain ten years ago represents an act of infamy 
that can never be erased from the conscience of the world. 

For these people, whose three year fight within a block- 
aded country had aroused the admiration of the world, were 
permitted to die like flies. They died of their wounds, of 
dysentery, malnutrition, exposure and influenza in the 
French concentration camps of Gurs, Le Vernet, Barcares, 
Prats de MoIIo and Argeles-sur-Mer. 

They died as slaves on the Nazi trans-Saharan railroad, 
and in the labor camps and Dachaus of the Third Reich. 
They died in the F.F.I., fighting for the French Republic 
which had betrayed them and their Republic when there 
was still a chance to win. 

They have died since then of tuberculosis, overwork and 
semi-starvation in liberated France, in Mexico and North 
Africa. Many, like Luis Companys, former President of 
Catalonia, and Jose Gomez Gayoso, have been executed by 
Franco. Others like Santiago Alvarez have been imprisoned 
for their work in the Spanish Resistance, which has grown 
every day since 1939 and will eventually accomplish the 
overthrow of the last surviving Axis partner. 

Much of their suffering as combatants and non-com- 
batants from 1936 through 1938 will be found reflected in 
the five hundred and forty pages which follow this intro- 
duction. Much of their pride and simple dignity and 
courage will be found reflected too, and their understanding 
of the role that was played in Spain, by the International 
Brigades. During the last parade the Brigades held— in 
Barcelona on October 29, 1938— the people broke through 
the police lines, weeping without shame, strewing flowers 
in the path of the departing volunteers, hugging and 
kissing them as they marched. 

What these people felt that day was perhaps best articu- 
lated by the great woman whose name is an international 
symbol of the fighting heart of Spain, La Pasionaria: 

''Mothers! Women! When the years pass by and the 
wounds of the war are being stanched ; when the cloudy 
memory of the sorrowful, bloody days returns in a present 
of freedom, peace and well-being; when the feelings of 
rancor are dying away and when pride in a free country is 
felt equally by all Spaniards, then speak to your children. 
Tell them of these men of the International Brigades. 

"Tell them how, coming over seas and mountains, cross- 
ing frontiers bristling with bayonets . . . these men reached 
our country as crusaders for freedom, to fight and die for 
Spain’s liberty and independence. . . . They gave up every- 
thing: their loves, their countries, home and fortune; 
fathers, mothers, wives, brothers, sisters and children and 
they came and told us: 'We are here. Your cause, Spain’s 
cause, is ours— it is the cause of all advanced and progres- 
sive mankind’.” 



These people— the Spanish people— those who survive 
today in exile or within the confines of the vast concentra- 
tion camp which is still Spain, understand better than any 
other peoples the nature of fascism. And they also under- 
stand better than any other peoples the great secret weapon 
Hitlerism brought to such perfect flower: the weapon of 
anti-communism. For it was anti -communism that destroyed 
their Republic. It was anti-communism in the name of 
Christianity that slaughtered a million and a half Spaniards 
from 1 936- 1939- And it was anti-communism that made it 
possible for the Axis to conquer most of Europe before a 
shot had been fired in World War II. They know, too, 
that today, behind the facade of anti -communism, World 
W*ar III is being prepared. 

But since they know these things so well, they also know 
that the enemy they fought in Spain— the enemy that still 
survives the Axis— is not nearly so worried about com- 
munism as it is worried about the extension of democracy. 
For it was not communism that was destroyed in Spain, 
any more than it was destroyed in Germany or Italy or 
Japan when fascism took power. It was democracy— the 
simple aspirations of the people for security, for decency, 
for peace. It is these aspirations, articulated ever more 
sharply and fought for ever more desperately, which the 
enemy today is attempting to suppress in Greece, in Pales- 
tine and Indonesia, in Indo-China, in the Marshall Plan 
countries and in great China as well as in America itself. 

And the Spanish people know that the enemy cannot win. 
The partisans in the Greek mountains grow stronger de- 
spite reports of their imminent liquidation. Despite Ameri- 
can aid to the reactionaries of Britain and France, Holland, 
Belgium and Italy, the people are restless and dissatisfied. 
Despite the support the Arabs have received from British 
intervention and American connivance, the Jews of Pales- 
tine will win their independence. The "dead” Republic of 
Indonesia is a very active corpse, indeed. And the Chinese 
"bandits” are about to liberate four hundred million peop'e 
from the tender ministrations of foreign capital and do- 
mestic quislings. 

And so it is in Spain, in spite of all the money that is 
being poured into the Peninsula to prop the tottering fascist 
Franco. It is simply a matter of time before the people of 
Spain reclaim their Republic and reconstitute it on a firmer 
basis than it enjoyed from 1931 to 1939. 

When that time comes, the prophecy which was made in 
a slogan and displayed on many banners in Madrid during 
the war will have come true. For the war which began in 
Spain will have ended in Spain, and the slogan MADRID 
WILL BE THE TOMB OF FASCISM, will have been 
realized. 



January 17, 19^9 





THE HISTORY OF THE GOVERNMENT CRISIS 



Spain Behind The Popular Front 

GOVERNMENT'S NEW PROGRAMME OF ACTION 



On Saturday, May 15, the Span- 
ish Government resigned. At once 
party and trade unions leaders 
began their consultations with 
President Azafia. All organiza- 
tions demanded a Popular Front 
Government, but the following def- 
inite demands were made. 

The Socialist Party asked for 
a complete change in policy on 
the part of the ministry of Go- 
bsmacion (Public Orders etc.). 

The Basque Nationalist Party 
proposed that a Socialist, able to 
inspire confidence abroad, should 
be Prime Minister and that the 
control of land, air, and marine 
forces shculd be vested in one mi- 
nister of war. This party also 
siated that Largo Caballero had 




Hr. Juhii Nrgriii, new Prime MiniMcr. 



lost the confidence of the Popular 
Front Parties. 

The left Republican Party also 
demanded a centralized war min- 
istry. 

The C. N. T. declared that the 
Government should be primarily 



EDITOR 

In presenting this first number 
of the Volunteer of Liberty In En- 
glish, the editor wishes to explain 
the policy that will be followed. 
Conversations with comrades In 
the front line has shown that 
there is a demand for the follow- 
ing; Background articles, explain- 
ing the history and sep-up of the 
Spanish progressive movements, to 
serve as a basis for discussion: 
serious news articles describing 
the Spanish situation with grea- 
ter detail than the dally bulletin 
can give; and Home news. This 
latter Is very difficult to obtain 
but real attempts are being made 
to get an English and American 
news service. 

In addition, some have asked 



based on the trade unions (syn- 
dicates) and should be headed by 
Largo Caballero; it should have 
the assistance of the anti-fascist 
block. 

The Catalan Left Party wished 
the new government to be in clo- 
ser contact with the Cortes (the 
Congress or Parliament). 

As a result of this conversa- 
tion, at 2:15 P. M. comrade Lar- 
go Caballero was entrusted with 
the task of forming the govern- 
ment. 

During the afternoon the C. N. 
T. issued a statement which de- 
clared: 

1. It declined responsibility for 
the present crisis. 



’ S NOTE 

for humor (which can hardly be 
expected of a political commissar, 
until he has recovered from his 
work), for working class and re- 
volutionary songs, and here and 
there for revolutionary short sto- 
ries. A few comrades have sug- 
gested that articles on military 
technique should be published from 
time to time. 

At the same time it is far more 
important that comrades should 
join in the production of their 
own magazine, both by writing 
and by suggestion, than that an 
editor should simply provide what 
he thinks best. Comrades please 
note. And out of their kindness, 
remember that the editor also 
hates the word Mafiana. 



2. It would not enter any gov- 
ernment in which Largo Caba- 
llero was not both Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of War. 

3. The new government must 
be based on the syndicates 
(unions) with collaboration of the 
political parties. 

(N. B.— A narco-syndicalist theo- 
ry declares that the working class 
has no need of a political party. 
Uatil Februery 1936, the C. N. T. 
has not voted at elections.) 

The Executive Committee of the 
U. G. T. also announced that it 
would not enter any government 
in which Largo Caballero was not 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
War. Then the leaders of the C. 



N. T. and the U. G. T. were in 
agreement about the posts Largo 
Caballero should occupy. 

Toward evening of Saturday 
the Communist Party put an eight 
point document before comrade 
Largo Caballero. The following 
are the most Important Items. 

1. Democratic direction of the 
country, in military, economic, 
and political matters, with col- 
lective discussion and decision by 
the cabinet. 

2. The Supreme War Council 
must function normally and is to 
occupy itself with every milita- 
ry enterprise, jointly with the 
Minister of War, Appointments to 
command, condition and arma- 
ment of the troops, conduct of 
operations, etc., were to be the 
field of this council. 

3. Immediate re - organisation 
of the General Staff and appoint- 
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ment of a Commander in Chief, 
responsible to the Supreme War 
Council, and the Ministry of War, 
but with authority to plan and 
direct the whole of the Military 

{Continued on pa"e 6) 
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MADRID UNDER FIRE 



The shelling of Madrid is one 
of the most wanton acts in the 
history of a war waged with pi- 
tiless ferocity by the fascist Inva- 
ders. 

There is no. military objective in 
the shelling, but the fire of the 
fascists is directed upon the bu- 
siest parts of Madrid (around the 
Grand Via and Puerta del Sol) 
where it is likely to cause the 
greatest destruction to its beauti- 
ful buildings and the highest ca- 
sualty roll among its civilian po- 
pulation. 

The fascist’s realizing that their 
march on Madrid is proceeding 
backwards, seek to destroy the 
city and terrorize the population. 
Such a hope will never be reali- 
zed. There is less panic in Madrid 
today than at any period of the 
war. 

On the contrary the intense ha- 
tred of the people of Madrid to- 
wards Fascism is hardening as 
they see their women folk and 
children killed and maimed in the 
streets, and the city created by 
their own labors and of which 
they are righty proud, being des- 
troyed by these modern vandals. 

Everywhere one meets with the 
indignation of the people against 
this futile destruction, but never 
with fear. One cannot help being 
amazed at the courage shown by 
these citizens and above all by the 
women. 

This is clearly shown by the re- 
luctance of the population to eva- 
cuate the capital despite the ef- 
forts of the Government to induce 
them. 




GOVERNMENTS POLICY OF 
EVACUATION 

Government officials go from 
house to house In an attempt to 
convince people that it is neces- 
sary for them to leave the city in 



order to shield the women and 
children from the worst horrors of 
the war and to alleviate the diffi- 
culties confronting the Govern- 
ment in feeding such a large po- 
pulation. 

Prior to the outbreak of war the 
population of Madrid was estimat- 
ed at 1.000.000 but within a few 
short months had been increased 
by 500.000 refugees. 

Today there is approximately 
900.000 left. Some 600 000 people 
have been evacuated, mostly the 
refugees from the neighbouring 
villages and of this total 200.000 
were children and the remainder 
women and old men. Two hun- 
dred thousand more are to be eva- 
cuated soon. The government 
which is financing this evacuation 
is making particular provision for 
the care of all invalids, school 
children and orphans. 



At the same time within the ci- 
ty itself, the government has re- 
moved a great many families 
from the districts which have suf- 
fered most from the bombard- 
ment, mainly into the districts 



and houses once occupied by the 
well-to-do, 

Madrid stands firm against the 
fascist terror. The life of the city 
goes on scarcely * interrupted by 
the frantic shelling of the fas- 
cists and the fighting close at 
hand. Cafes, theatres and cinemas 
are packed. The streets are throng- 
ad with people except during the 
periods of shelling which are a 
deadly reminder of the danger 
close at hand. 

NEW GOVTS DECISION 

The new Government clearly 
realises this danger. Immediate- 
ly it announced that the process 
of evacuation will be considered 
as one cf its foremost tasks and 
that it will take immediate steps 
to convince the papulation and 
speed up this necessary work. 

Meanwhile the population pre- 




Our Aviation Effective 

VALENCIA* — The Ministry of 
Navy and War publishes the fol- 
lowing Information concerning the 
activities of the Republican Avia- 
tion during the month of April. 
Tho Republican Aviation 
two bombing flights over enemy 
aviation fields, 166 flights over 
troop concentrations and camp* 
and 44 over military objectives. 

The fascists made during the 
same month 37 flights over our 
positions and 70 over open cities 
and towns. These last flights and 
bombings had no military value 
whatever. 

Our fliers brought down 20 fas- 
cists and we lost 4 machines. 



Alvarez del Vayo goes 
to the League of Nations 

Alvarez del Vayo, Minister for 
the Interior in the outgoing Lar- 
go Caballero cabinet, is slated to 
go to Geneva as a special repre- 
sentative of the Spanish Republi- 
can Government at the League of 
Nations. 

Alvarez del Vayo filled his po- 
sition In the Caballero Cabinet 
with energy and Intelligence. His 
appointment to Geneva Is another 
proof that the Popular Front Go- 
vernment Is choosing its very best 
leaders for the most responsible 
positions towards a speedy winn- 
ing of the war. 

Senator Nye asks probe 

WASHINGTON. — Senator Nye 
asked the Senate of the U. S. A 
that in addition to an investiga- 
tion about the activities of Fran- 
co’s agents which are purchasing 
war materials in the Unites Sta- 
tes in defiance of the neutrality 
pact, another investigation be ma- 
de of the widespread spy-net es- 
tablished by the fascists In the 
U. S. A. for the purpose of send- 
ing to Franco’s government in- 
formation concerning the move- 
ments of American and Mexican 
merchant ships. 



serves it’s stoic countenance. The 
citizens of Madrid remain proud 
in face of the vicious bombard- 
ment. And with good reason; a 
few short months ago very few of 
them understood the art of war; 
only a few had ever seen a rifle 
let alone handle one: Today they 
have knowledge gained by bitter 
experience, and they held back 
and defeated the trained divisions 
of the fascist invaders. 
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AMERICAN NEWS 

NEW YORK. — The Transport 
Workers Union, by a majority vo- 
te, has decided to cut off from the 
A. F. of L. and join the C. L O. 
Needless to say, the bosses have 
objected and refused to recognize 
the union as now constructed. As 
a result the Transport Workers 
Union has adopted a resolution to 
call a strike on the Interborough* 
the L, street car and bus lines, 
unless the companies agree to 
the holding of a ballot on May 15. 
At this ballot the men are to de- 
cide which federation will repre- 
sent them. 

LOS ANGELES. — The Screen 
Actors Guild has decided by a 75% 
vote, for strike action. This deci- 
sion has been taken partly in sym- 
pathy with the film technicians 
already on strike. In addition, the 
guild demands recognition and 
better salaries for actors playing 
minor parts. This may mean prom- 
inent, stars like Robert Mont- 
gomery, Joan Crawford, Clark Ga- 




Our Lincoln Builaliun PuHtnion 



ble, and other who are members 
of the Guild, going on picket. 

Individual progressives, Jimmy 
Cagney in particular, have alrea- 
dy put up a fight for the second 
and third string players. But this 
is the first time collective action 
has been taken since the Guild's 
defeat several years ago. Fans of 
the International Brigade will be 
glad to know that Hollywood 
lefts have given tremendous aid 
to the Spanish movement. When 
Comrade Ralph Bates visited the 
film center in January, not only 
were big sums collected to send 
technicians to Spain but Stars 
and leading writers publicy de- 
clared their sympathy with the 
, Spanish People's cause. 



British Workers Move Into Action 



Along with the developing mo- 
vement in support of the Spanish 
peoples struggle, the movement 
of the Industrial workers for in- 
creased wages and shorter hours 
is the outstanding feature In Brit- 
ain today. 

Workers in one industry after 
another are putting forward de- 
mands. Every Union conference is 
taken up with the problem of the 
fight for better conditions. Unoffic- 
ial strikes are breaking out whe- 
re the E. C. ’ s are refusing to lead 
the fight 

BUSMENS S TRIKE 

The London Busmens strike for 
a 7 and a half hour day continues 
despite the feverish attempts of 
the Government through the Board 
of Enquiry to call it off in order 
that the Coronation Ballyhoo 
should work smoothly. The Lond- 
on Tramway, Trolley Bus, and 
Underground Rail workers are 
also considering taking strike act- 
ion in support of the Busmen and 
for their own demands. They are 
also objecting to the increased 
work which has been thrown upon 
them during the Bus standstill. 
The Tramwaymen were induced to 
hold off striking until the Boards 
Report had been published. Now 
that this report has been rejected 
by the Busmen there is a great 
possibility of the strike extending. 

At the same time, Busmen 
throughout the Provinces are de- 
manding striae powers from their 

C. ' 9 and in a number of places 
strikes have already broken out. 

The Parkhead (Glasgow) Engin- 
sers strike has been confirmed 
by the Executive Council of the 
a. E. U. which at the same time 
recommends the resumption of 
work pending negotiations. The 
Clyde District Committee of the 
Union is convening a meeting of 
the Shop-Stewards, when it is ex- 
pected that the demand of the 
Parkhead men for a general stop- 
page in the District will be dis- 
cussed. This will affect 13.000 
engineers. 

The 15.000 Clydeside engineer- 
ing apprentices, who were on stri- 
ke for increased wages, have re- 
turned to work on the understand- 
ing that: 

1. There will be no victimisa- 
tion. 

2. That the Unions have the 
right to negotiate for them. 

3. That no agreements will be 
made with individual firms. 



This is a big advance as the 
Unions have not undertaken any 
negotiations on behalf of the ap- 
prentices since 1921, when the 
Apprentices struck against a 
wage cut and failed to secure the 
support of the Unions. 

MINERS FOR ACTION 

The E. C. of the M. F. G. B. has 
postponed the National Miners 
strike for one week, until May 
29th. Meanwhile the Haworth min- 
ers continue their campaign aga- 
inst Spencer’s “scab” union and 
strikers are constantly brought 
into court on charges of “beset- 
ting." 

The possibility of a National 
coal strike has so alarmed the 
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Government that Baldwin, before 
retiring to his pigs, devoted his 
last speech in the House of Com- 
mons in an attempt to avert the 
stoppage. 

There is little possibility of the 
strike in support of the Haworth 
men being averted unless the 
Notts, owners withdraw the 
Blacklegs and allow the Trade 
Unions to freely organise in the 
Notts, coalfield. 

TINPLATE WORKERS 

The Tinplate workers at their 
Annual conference decided to 
press for an increase of 25 % in 
wages, over and above the 7 and 
7/8 increase in bonus granted by 
the employers. 

The Union of Post Office Work- 
ers in conference decided to pro- 



ceed with the formulation of a 
general wage claim to be sub- 
mitted to the Postmaster General. 

The three Railwaymen’s Unions, 
the N. U. R., the A. 3. L E. & F. 
and the R. C. A. have had lodged 
for some time, a claim for higher 
wages and improved conditions. 
This demand has been re-inforced 
by their experience of the tremend- 
ous rush traffic for the Corona- 
tion which at the same time has 
brought a rich harvest to the Rail 
Companies. 

Last years profits showed an 
increase of five Million pounds 
and the comparative figures for the 
first three months of 1937 show 
an increase of over a million 
pounds. The publication of the 
Coronation profits will undoubted- 




ly encourage the Railwaymen to 
press their demands. 

The Waterproof Garment Work- 
ers Union has decided for strike 
action upon the refusal of the em- 
ployers to meet their demand for 
a 15 % increase on piece work 
prices. 

This wave of unrest In industry 
has more than anything else, 
burst through the false slogan 
of the Coronation, “Harmony bet- 
ween all classes in Britain' 1 . The 
lamb is refusing to lay down in- 
side the lion. 

Not since the days approaching 
1926 has such a powerful move- 
ment of the industrial workers 
been witnessed. 

The workers of Britain are pre- 
paring to play their part In the 
fight against reaction. 




The General obliges the British comrades with a song 
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LONG LIVE THE POPULAR FRONT 



Last week it was reported that 
fascist agents had infiltered into 
the rankg of the Military School 
at Valencia, there to carry on 
their work of disruption. Fortu- 
nately this report proved to he fal- 
se. Nevertheless, as the people's 
army grows stronger as the result 
of the new governmentis work it is 
certain that our enemies will do 
their utmost to destroy our unity. 
Let every volunteer be on guard, 
not only against provocation to 
indiscipline, but also against the 
specious arguements these agents 
put forward, all of them design- 
ed to undermine faith in the Peop- 
le's Front Policy. 

One of the most conclusive 
proofs of the necessity of a Peo- 
ple's Front is to be drawn from a 
comparison of the events of 1923 
with those of 1936 and since. Bet- 



ween Primo de Rivera's declara- 
tion of the Dictatorship and the 
Franco rebellion. 

"What is the essential difference 
between these two events f 

The most important difference 
Is that whereas in 1923 the Spa- 
nish people were compelled to ac- 
cept Primo'a dictatorship without 
a protest, in 1936 they were able 
to organize a successful resistan- 
ce which has earned the admira- 
tion of the world. And to the 
question how has this been possi- 
ble, there is only one answer. Be- 
cause of the People’s Front. 

In 1923, the old Spanish Army 



had bsen for several years engag- 
ed In a disastrous war with the 
Riff tribes of the Morrocan colo- 
nies. Defeat after defeat had re- 
vealed the corruption and ineffi- 
ciency of the feudal military cas- 
tes, whose impeachment the Spa- 
nish people at last demanded. And 
it was not only a stopping of the 
war that the nation demanded, 
but a radical change In govern- 
ment. It must be born in mind 
that the old Spanish Army was 
no ordinary professional army. 
For instance, in the French, Ger- 
man or British imperialist armies 
there is roughly one officer to 
every 18 men. In Primo’s army 
there was one to every 8 or 9. 
Moreover, these officers were lar- 
gely drawn from the great land- 
owning class, that class which, to- 
gether with the upper ranks of 



the clergy, the feudal aristocra- 
cy and the monarchy, always op- 
posed every progressive reform in 
Spain. It was precisely these class- 
es which supported Franco In 1936. 

Thus, in declaring the dictator- 
ship Primo was not only saving the 
skin of the military caste, but 
blocking the way to those Demo- 
cratic reforms which at last vyere 
made possible by the Republic of 
1931. 

Why did the Spanish people not 
resist Primo t 

Because there was no unity be- 
tween the progressive forces of 
those days. Then, as now, the 



masses of the Spanish working 
class were organized in two great 
trade union systems, the C. N. T., 
the Anarco - Syndicalist Federa- 
tion (American Comrades remem- 
ber the the I. W. W.) and the 
U. G. T., at that time largely Soc- 
ialist Not only was there no 
working unity between these great 
masses, but there was actual hos- 
tility. In addition, the progressive 
middle classes were divided be- 
tween parties that made no contact 
with one another. And finally not 
only was there no llason between 
the field workers and the town 
workers, but Catalan separatism 
tended to isolate the progressive 
masses in that region from their 
natural allies in the rest of Spain. 

Confronted with an indignant 
but divided people Primo struck 
with impunity. 

Before examining the events of 
1936 it will be useful to note sim- 
ilarities between Primo'a rebel- 
lion and that of Franco. la both 
caces the military caste was un- 
supported hy any great mass of 
the Spanish people. Unlike Musso- 
lini, Primo did not even try to de- 
ceive the people by enlisting them 
in a political party. True, Spanish 
demcorats still remember with de- 
rision the pilgrimage to Madrid of 
the 7.000 subservient Mayors 
whom Primo himself had appoint- 
ed. They also remember the roar- 
ing farce of the delegation to 
King Alfonso of several hundred 
pregnant ladies of the aristocra- 
cy, who pledged loyalty to the 
King in the name of the unborn 
generation ! 

Again, Franco's lie that he was 
forced to begin his work of des- 
truction in Spain to put an end to 
the anarchy caused by the Popu- 
lar Front Government was antici- 
pated by Primo in 1923. At that 
time there was considerable dis- 
order In Barcelona, but Primo in 
claiming honor for having stop- 
ped it omitted to say that if was 
the gunmen employed by General 
Martinez Anido , Governor of Bar- 
celona , who were the provokers of 
disorder. Every trade union organ- 
izer in Barcelona could prove 
this overwhelmingly, for hundreds 
of leading workers were assasinat- 
ed during that period. And in 
1936 it was the Socialist, Commur- 
ist and Republican workers who 
stood guard over the churches of 
Madrid and unknown bands which 
set fire to them. Gunmen again 
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began their work of shooting left 
leaders. 

Thus, though Primo was not 
strictly a fascist as Franco in his 
February interview with the Amer- 
ican press has admitted to being, 
there was a great similarity be- 
sweeti the two rebelUos. Despite 
this likeness the Spanish people 
reacted in 1936 in an entirely dif- 
ferent way. 

The Popular Front ts bom. 

The Republic of 19 31 was 
brought in by the municipal elec- 
tions of April 12, as a result of 
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agreements between parties so 
wide apart as the Conservative 
Party and the Communist Party. 
pespJte good work,, (in the first 
year it created 7.000 new schools) 
there was still not that degree of 
agreement which would have ena- 
bled the Republic to stabilize con- 
ditions. Above aJL the Agrarian 
Reform of 1032 was too alow and 



too hesitant to satisfy the land 
hunger of the starving peasantry. 
The result was that as a result of 
the November 1033 elections aided 
by caoiquismo, or boss rule, the 
Right regained some of its lost 
ground. The Radical Party of L-er- 
roux began to seek allies upon the 
Right rather than the Left, finally 
inviting three Catholics of the 
reactionary C. E. D. A. Party into 
the government. 

This was the signal for .revolu- 
tionary effort, the Socialist Par- 
ty at once began to prepare for 
action and on October 6, the re- 
volution broke out. The Asturian 
miners after a glorious struggle 
that has thrilled the workers of 




An american machine gun crew 



the world, were defeated and mer- 
cilesly subjected to the most blo- 
ody repression of modern times. 

But the truth is that the objec- 
tive conditions for success did not 
exist. There was hd nation wide 
agreement between the TJ. G. T. 
and the C. N. T. The Catalan 
7. N. T. leaders indeed, denoun- 
»d the General Strike which pre- 
yed the rising. The countryside 
did not respond and because of 
the narrow bases of the appeals, 
middle class parties like the Es- 
tat Catala and the Esquerra in Ca- 
talonia witheld support, as did the 
Republican Parties in the rest of 



Spain. The result was that the 
right wing government was able 
to bear down murderously with 
all its weight upon the isolated 
heroes of Asturias. 

After this the gains of the Re- 
public were steadily destroyed by 
successive Right governments, the 
leading figure of which was Gil 
Robles, the Catholic C. E. D. A. 
Minister of War, “machine-gun- 
ner by proxy”, now skulking in 
Portugal. In the face of this trem- 
endous danger the policy of the 
Popular Front, was laid down. 
Many parties Loyally rallied to it 
and finally, in 1035 & program 
was drawn up and signed by all. 
It is worth noticing that this 
treaty was signed by the P. O. U. 
M. That party, upon whose nar- 
row shoulders must fall the bla- 
me for the criminal rising in Bar- 
celona was shortly denouncing the 
Popular Front Government which 
came into being after the elec- 
tions of February 1936. It must 
be understood clearly that these 
elections were only won because 
a definitive policy had been drawn 
up. That policy was broad enough 
to secure the loyalty of parties 
such as Republican Left which it- 
self was placed in office. It con- 
tains such points as consolidation 
of the church reforms, cleansing 
of the army, speeding up of the 
Land Reform, and an amnesty for 
the 30.000 political prisoners ly- 
ing in Spanish jails. For such a 
policy the C. N. T. followers vot- 
ed, despite their theoretical ob- 
jections to the ballot box. 

It was against this government 
that Franco rebelled, to be met by 
defeat in all densely populated 
parts of Spain. 

At this point it becomes abso- 
lutely vital to make one remark. 
The masses supporting the Popu- 
lar Front Government were im- 
mensely aided in their victory 
over the rebellious army by the 
fact that they had a government 
to help them. It was not the peo- 
ple alone which captured Monta- 
na Barracks in Madrid but the 
people aided by the loyal Assault 
Guards. And the people themsel- 
ves were armed by the Popular 
Front Government. Moreover, had 
that government been built on too 
narrow a foundation great sect^is 
of the public might not have ral- 
lied to its side. And had the gov- 
ernment represented only the 
more moderate of the parties, it 
would not have had the courage to 
arm the people. 

To sum up, the immediate sub- 
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TELEGRAMS 

Doctor NEGRIN. 

Cabinet President. 

Valencia. 

“Meeting International Briga- 
des Coramissaires in name all Vo- 
lunteers greets and pledges ent- 
husiastic adhesion new Govern- 
ment Spanish Republic expression 
people's firm will to do everything 
to quickly and definitely crush 
fascism enemy liberty and pro- 
gress. — Luigi GALLO, Comm is - 
saire Inspector of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades.” 

Ind&lecio PRIETO. 

National Defense Minister. 
Valencia. 

"Meeting International Briga- 
des Commissaires greets you as 
chief of all armed forces fighting 
for the crushing of fascism and 
places itself enthusiastically at 
your orders certain that under 
your guidance and under the gui- 
dance of new Popular Front Go- 
vernment we shall march quickly 
to victory. — Luigi GALLO, Com- 
missaire Inspector of the Interna- 
tional Brigades.” 

ALVAREZ DEL VALLO. 

General War Commissaire. 
Valencia. 

"In name all Commissaires and 
volunteers International Brigades 
we send you warm greetings fe- 
licitations for your confirmation 
leading post General War Com- 
missariat eloquent evidence your 
high merits in creation new Spa- 
nish Popular Army and as inspi- 
rer prompt victory fascism to 
which new Government is a gua- 
rantee. — Luigi GALLO, Commis- 
saire Inspector of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades.” 

2000 refugee children from 
Euzkadi arrived In London aboard 
the S. S. Avan a. The pro-Bil- 
bao Committee of London has de- 
clared itself ready to give ade- 
quate shelter to ail the 2000 chil- 
dren. 
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mission of 1923 was the result of 
a lack of a broad and popular 
unity. The magnificent resistance 
of July 1936 and the forging out 
of the great, discipline and com- 
bative army in 1937 demonstrat- 
es that the Popular Front has 
saved Spain. 



A TELEGRAM FROM THE 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOCIALIST AND COM- 
MUNIST PARTIES 

“The Co-ordinatfng Committee 
recomends to all its sections, and 
militants, to observe an absolute 
serenity during the solving of the 
Governmental crisis, by conform- 
ing to the desclslons which they 
receive directly from the Natio- 
nal Committees of the two par- 
ties. It Is necessary, not to sup- 
port nor te participate in the at- 
titudes of those elements who are 
interested in creating difficulties, 
which the solution of the crisis 
might provoke. 



Vincente Uribe minister of Agriculture 

Fa\il Vaillant -Couturier, leading 
French Communist , vrrites the fol- 
lowing in the ” Hiimanit4 ” after 
an extended visit to the Basque 
prov nces : 

"While the Nazi aviators were 
gunning at its, and , hugging the 
parapet , my cheek against the 
fragrant earth , I was listening to 
the throbbing of the blood at my 
temples , I could hear in that sa- 
me rythm the voices of the peo- 
ple of Paris ” Airplanes for Spain/ 
Airplanes for Spain V’ I assure you 
that that cry , spontaneously bom 
of the popular conscience of Pa- 
ris in defense of the world's libert- 
ies f was living in me. 

And the crime of the blockade 
appeared to me more horrible yet. 
And I was ashamed to bring to 
the heroes surrounding me this 
measly consolation, consolat i on 
which , however , was moving them 
to tears , and which they were 
Welcoming with their ”XJ. H. P. n 
of gratitude : our food ships and 
the evacuation of children ...” 





6 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



THE HISTORY OF THE GOVERMENT CRISIS 

(Cnnltnucil from pAgr onr.) 



operations of the People's Array 
throughout the country. 

4. Reorganization of the War 
Commissariat and creation of a 
new directive ^committee, to be 
Composed of delegates of all or- 
ganizations entering the govern- 
meat Jt shall be responsible to 
the Ministry of War and to the 
Supreme Council of War, but 
shall control the political direc- 
tion of its work. 

5. The Prime Minister shall 
Occupy himself exclusively with 
the work of this department, and 
the Ministry of War is to be held 
by another person. 

The final point proposes that Go- 
vernment program shall be drawn 
Up and made public on the same 
day the cabinet takes office. The- 
se opinions were amplified in a 
letter addressed to the President 
by comrade Jos4 Diaz. The Com- 
munist Party demanded the tho- 
rough reorganization of the enti- 
re war machinery in ail its as- 
pects, ttte conducting of the Net- 
Ion's industry and economic life 
to a central plan designed to end 
the war speedily, and the infle- 
slble maintainance of public or- 




icsu* llcrnAadec, 
Minister of Henllh ami Educnlion. 



der and uie suppression of pro- 
vocation. 

On Saturday evening “Mundo 
Obrero” in a leading article infor- 
med that the Government’s re- 
signation had been necessary be- 
cause its errors had led to the 
Trotskyite’s revolt in Catalonia, 
and had been reflected in the pre- 
sent military Inactivity and the 
chaotic state of Spanish industry. 

Sunday, May i6. 

During the morning Largo Ca- 
ballero made public fcda plans for 



a new cabinet. It was as follows:. 

U. G. T., three ministers, prime 
ministry - ship and a reorganized 
ministry of a defence (to be held 
by one person), with four depart- 
ments, War, Marine, Air, and Mu- 
nitions. Foreing affairs, and ho- 
me affairs. 

Socialist Party: 

Ministry of Economy and Agri- 
culture, and of Industry and Com- 
merce. 

Communist Party, Public In- 
struction, and Labor. 

Left Republican Party, Public 
Works and Propaganda. 

C. N. T., Justice, and Health. 

The Catalan Left Republican . 
Party, and the Basque National- 
ist Party were to receive Minis- 
tries without portfolio (ie. without 
definite departments). 

This plan was accepted by the 
U. G. T. executive and the Re- 
publican union, but rejected by 
the C. N. T., the Socialist Party, 
the Communist Party, and the 
Left Republicans. The principles 
for rejections were: 

The C. N. T. refused to accept 
both a position of inferiority with 
regards the U. G. T. and of equa- 
lity with the Communist Party, 
which, it said, had provoked the 
crisis, had not shown the same 
degreee of loyality as the C. N. T. 
and which was a smaller body. Al- 
so it said that while it was in 
agreement with th 3 U. G. T. hold- 
in*: the war ministries, it could 
not consent to all contructive 
posts (economy and industry), 
being in one person's hands, and 
declared that the C. N. T. had 
most enthusiasm fer this work. 
Finally, the C. N. T. said that 
the government as constituted 
would be conservative and anti- 
proletarian. 

The Left Republican Party ob- 
jected to the Prime Minister being 
Minister of War, and the Commu- 
nist Party in rejecting Largo 
Caballero’s plan pressed the same 
point, and the Socialist Party de- 
clared that it would not enter the 
government without the Commun- 
ist Party. 

As a result of these negative 
replies, comrade Largo Caballero 
gave up hi 3 effort to form a new 
cabinet, whereupon comrade Ne- 
grin, former Min ister of Econo- 
my, was given the task. He at 
onCe visited the offices of all par- 
ties and organizations. 

Monday 17. 

The C. N. T. declared in a of- 



ficial note that it could not enter 
the government presided over by 
Negrin, neither directly nor indi- 
rectly. It said that Negrin had 
proposed a cabinet of nine minis- 
ters, one from each of the parties 
and organizations of the Popular 
Front. 

At 10,45, comrade Negrin an- 
nounced that be had formed his 
cabinet and this had been accep- 
ted by the President. The posts 
are distributed as follows: 

Prime Ministership and Public 
Economy, Juan Negrin, Socialist 
Party. 

Foreign Affairs, Jose GiraJ, 
Left Republican. 

National Defense, Indalecio 
Prieto, Socialist Party. 

Justice, Manuel Irujo, Basque 
Nationalist Party. 

Gobemacion (Public Order, etc.), 
Juli&n Zugazagoitla, Socialist 
Party. 

Health and Education, Jesus 
Hem&ndez, Communist Party. 

Agriculture, Vicente Uribe, 
Communist Party. 

Public Works and Communica- 
tion, Giner de los Rios, Republi- 
can Union. 

Labor, Jaime Ayguad4, Catalan 
Left Republican. 

In a general statement of poli- 
cy which was at once made pu- 
blic, the new Government hoped 
that the U. G. T. and the C. N. T. 
would change theLr attitude, but 
nevertheless believed that the cab- 
inet represented the broad rar.s- 
sea of people. It promised to keep 
order in the rear guard inflexibly 
and to permit no organization to 
provoke disturbances. Fu rthe- 
more, it announced its intention of 
reorganising all war and economic 
activities and of calling the Cor- 
tes together at the earliest poss- 
ible date. 

It must be borne in rednd that 
the mass of the U. G. T. is com- 
posed of Socialists and Commun- 
ists. The Typographical Union, 
U. G. T. has protested against the 
U. G. T. executive's refusal to en- 
ter the Government 

(N. B., the executive of the U. 
G. T. wfcs elected in 1932 and the- 
re has been no National Congress 
during the last four years.) Ma- 
drid demonstration of the U. G. 
T. May endorsed the government. 

Summing up, it is clear that 
the formation of the new Govern- 
ment represents a serious effort 
to reorganize the machinery of 
war and to plan the nation’s eco- 
nomy. The way is 'open for the 
dissident organizations to enter 
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U. G. T. to coll Natio- 
nal Convention 
shortly 

At a plenary meeting of the 
National Committee of the Union 
General de Trabajadores held In 
Valencia Tuesday May 18, and on 
motion made by the Federation 
of Graflc Arts, supported by the 
Building Trades Federation, Tea- 
chers Federation, Workers of Pe- 
troleum Products and other 
Unions, a decision was arrived at 
to call at an early date a Nation- 
al Convention of the U. G. T. 

Severe criticism was expressed 
by the representatives of several 
unions on the attitude of the Exe- 
cutive Committee at the time of 
the Government crisis. 

The National Convention will be 
called not only to discuss and jud- 
ge the conduct of the Central 
Committee, but also to deal with 
all the problems arising from the 
war and of the revolution. 

NOTE, — The last National Con- 
vention of the U. G. T. was held 
in 1932. 



What are they going 
there for? 

"I/HumanltA” of Paris pubttsh- 
as this ominous piece of news. 

“From confidential and reliable 
sources we learn that a number 
of non-commissioned officiera of 
the Italian Army have been sent 
to serve in the German Army and 
in territory adjoining Poland and 
Checko - Slovakia. In Italian fas- 
cist centers it Is insistently whis* 
pered that a fascist putsch, book- 
ed by fascist intervention. Is 
being prepared and Is scheduled 
to start within one month against 
Checko-Slovakla. 



French nation helps 
Bilbao 

On Thursday May 12, the Pa- 
ris Bilbao Committee received 
30.000 francs and three tons of 
food for the Basque people. 130.000 
francs had been collected pre- 
viously. 
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the Government when they wish. 
The present cabinet Is a true Pop- 
ular Front Government and. re- 
presents the people’s desire and 
determination to intensify the 
fight against the fascist invaders. 




OUR ARMY IS A PEOPLE’S ARMY 

Development of the regular army of the Spanish Republic 



Pabt I 

Xt la the object of this article 
at once to trace the growth and 
development of the Republican 
Army and to show that it Is a 
real People’s Army. Just as we 
have been told that the Popular 
Front policy was responsible for 
the event# of Barcelona, we have 
also had to listen to the ridicu- 
lous statement that we of the Po- 
pular Front are creating a new 
danger in building up a regular 
army. 

This argument will not carry 
the slightest weight with those 
who have followed the whole 
course of the army's evolution 
since the July days. General Mia- 
Ja, defender of Madrid, in an in- 
terview with the writer, recently 
declared that "the regular army 
has grown up from below, out of 
the people, it has not been impos- 
ed from above". This is absolu- 
tely true and in a matte of fact 
historical way. At every stage the 
particular forms the army was to 
take, its methods, content and or- 
ganization, can be seen In em- 
bryo long before a government de- 
cree regularizes or clarifies the si- 
tuation. And without the constant 
co mpe net ration of the civilian peo- 
ple and the armed forces it would 
have been impossible to bring the 
present army into being. 

the three periods 

The history of the war may be 
divided into three phases: 

1, — The Romantic phase during 



which improvised forces, losely or- 
ganized and badly trained were 
expected rapidly to defeat a pu- 
rely Spanisb fascism. 

2. - -The Awakening period. In 
this period the enemy makes use 
of the vast resources given him 
by foreign fasclm, both in mater- 
ials and technical advice and per- 
sonell. The Republican forces be- 
gin to crystalize into a regular ar- 
my but no reserves are created. 

3. — The Realist period. Faced 
with invading fascist armies and 



learning at last that war has its 
own objective nature, and that it 
rigorously imposes Its own laws 
upon a government, the Popular 
Front Government begins to evol- 
ve a nation-wide plan for the 
whole military and economie life 
of the country. 

THE JULY DAYS 

When the people aided by 
the loyal Assault Guards had 
defeated the fascist rising in 



Madrid there remained the ln- 
medlate necessity of repulsing 
the enemy marching on the city. 
The first forces were organ- 
ized, not by the government, but 
by trade unions, syndicates and 
political parties. Often these 
groups were nothing more than a 
number of friends who rallied 
round the strongest character 
among them. There was, indeed, 
some talk of forming a govern- 
mental army and two “quintas'* 
or conscript drafts were called 
up. This had no effect, partly be- 
cause the men called upon were 
already in the forces, and partly 
because those wbo were not pre- 
ferred to go to the companies or- 
ganized by their respective poli- 
tical parties. In these early days 
Madrid was defended by an irreg- 
ular army of a bewildering and 
complex mosaic pattern. There 
were Socialist companies and bat- 
talions, Communist and C. N. T. 
companies and Left Republican, 
all of whom preserved their separ- 
ate headquarters and particular 
staffs. 

BEGINNING OF ORDER 

Nevertheless a crystalizing mov- 
ement can be seen even in this 
purely popular period. The Fifth 
Regiment, beginning with its Com- 
panies of Steel, began at once to 
propagand for a regular army 
upon the basis of definite organ- 
ization and sound military train- 
ing. This Fifth Regiment, which 
was to become the most famous 
of Spanish Republican forces dur- 
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MALAGA - A. MARTYRED CITY 

500 refugees from fascist Spain arrive at Valencia. 



More than five hundred refu- 
gees from Malaga arrived at Va- 
lencia from Gibraltar on May 26. 
They had managed, somehow, to 
enter the British Zone in their 
frantic escape from the fascist 
bands, at the time of the fall of 
Malaga. 

When they left Gibraltar, com- 
pelled to do so by the British Gov- 
ernor, who feared an epidemic, 



because of the appalling over- 
crowding of refugees escaping 
from the International fascist 
terror unleashed over Andalusia, 
everyone of then chose Valencia 
as his destination. 

They are all peasants and work- 
ers, people deeply attached to 
their homes, their families, their 
fields and their pitifully small 
worldly goods. Their homes aband- 
oned, their families scattered, 
their fields loet, they arrived in 
Valencia a sad but hopeful crowd 
The only topic of their conversa- 
tion is the terror they witnessed. 

FOREIGN ARMS FOR FASCIST 
TERROR 

They tell of the 18.000 Italians 
entering M&laga while the city in 
a restless and fearful silence was 
wondering what would happen. 
The coming of the fascists had 
been preceded by promises that 
the fascists would not carry out 
reprisals, that everyone would be 
forgiven, even the militias. 

The Italian entry was preceded 
by a strong patrol of Falangists 
whose first act was to free all 
the fascists prisoners from the 



jails and from the ship “MarquSs 
de Chavarri” at anchor in port. 
Then followed 300 Italian tanks, 
manned by Italian crews. After 
them, in three columns, came no 
less than 16.000 Italian trops, hi 
full Italian uniforms. Then came 
the artillery, machine guns mor- 
tars. Everything was Italian. Last, 
bringing up the rear, were small 
sections of fascists, falangists. 



and rebel civil guards. As the 
troops were marching thru the 
city, going east in pursuit of the 
refugees frantically fleeing to- 
wards Motril and Almeria, or 
anywhere away from the fascists, 
from two Italian and three Ger- 
man steamers squadrons of air- 
planes were being unloaded, white 
German crews of specialists hur- 
riedly assembled them. 

For a period of ten days the 
city was calm. Then the terror 
started. During the ten days of 
calm, many naively believed in 
the premises made by the fascist 
leader Jos4 Estrada. They reenter- 
ad their homes and resumed their 
work. Secretly lists of proscribed 
people were being prepared. The 
agents of fascism were making 
ready. Once the lists were made 
the arrests started. In three days 
6.590 persons were arrested. In 
one single night 209 women, most- 
ly girls, members of the Young 
Socialist League were taken to 
jail. After the arrests began the 
•‘Black Squadron” was organized. 
The components were 400 youths 
drawn from the scum of the bour- 
geois underworld. Theirs was 
night work. From one to five in 



the morning every, night, they 
took large groups of prisoners out 
to the cemeteries or to some out 
of the way street where the vic- 
tims, tied with barbed wire were 
shot. 

ALL LEFTS AND PROGRES- 
SIVES KILLED 

The first to be killed was the 
Popular Front Mayor Eugenio 
Entrambasagua. Net content with 
having murdered him, they drag- 
ged his body thru the city streets. 
Then came the turn of Juan Del- 
gado president of the Left Repu- 
blican Youth, then Rafael Trigue- 
ros, a man Who belonged to no 
political party, but who was ex- 
tremely popular in M&laga. Three 
catholic priests who had made 
common cause with the people 
were also killed. 

On Easter Sunday a special cel- 
ebration was thought neccessary. 
250 prisoners were shot. The day 
after, the bodies of more than two 
ouixLred girls, members of the 
Young Socialist League were pick- 
ed up in the streets. Altogether 
this terror lasted for more than 
a month. 

Men were found hanging from 
trees in parks and fields; victims 
were cut to pieces, horrible mu- 
tilations perpetrated. Even nurses 
working in military hospitals 
were killed. 

MALAGA WAS ONCE SPANISH 

Today M&laga is a German city. 
The lash and the club so dear 
to the German terror work over- 
time in M&laga. Workers are ma- 
de to work under the lash of for- 
cing overseers. 

Malaga’s hospitals, meanwhile, 
are full of wounded. More than 
9.000 of them. The houses and the 
churches also are full of the 
wounded from the Almeria and 
C6rdoba fronts. 

The “Maine" is on its way back 
to Gibraltar to bring another load 
of refugees to Valencia. 

This is the work of fascism at 
its most typical. 

Badajoz, Guernica, Malaga! Na- 
mes of fascist victories over 
unarmed civilian populations, but 
also names that today loom large 
in the minds of the workers the 
world over! 




Malaga refugees a( Almrria. 



Marshal Voroshiloff 
to the Red Army on 
May Day. 

Marh&l Voroshiloff, the Russian 
War Commissar, addressing the 
parade in the Red Square, said : 

Only the Red Army hinders Fa- 
scism from attacking the country 
of the Soviets and beginning a 
new world slaughter. Fascism is 
the most deadly enemy of the 
workers and peasants. The Red 
Army has been, is, and will for 
ever remain the guardian of the 
peace of the entire world, howe- 
ver much our enemies may descri- 
be if as predatory and preparing 
to attack neighbouring State. All 
these insinuations cannot conceal 
the fact that Fascism has already 
entered on the path of war and 
arson. 

" The Red Army is preparing to 
attack” shout those who have 
themselves already attacked and 
are destroying whole nations. The 
Red Army does not exist for 
attack, but to annihilate attackers 
utterly. 



CONSUMERS POWER STRIKE 
OF MICHIGAN ENDED 

The Michigan Consumers Pow- 
er strike Involving over 7.000 
workers and affecting chiefly the 
General Motors plants In Flint 
and Lansing was ended when the 
United Automobile Workers Union 
(C. I. O.) and Governor Murphy 
were accepted as mediators. 
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Fascist Spies in the 
United States 

I 

A fascist spy and aims-purchas- 
ing agency has been exposed in 
the United States by the publica- 
tion In the Dally Worker of let- 
ters mhI documents issuing from 
the offices of Diaz and Garda, 
steamship operators, 17 Battery 
Place, New York. The head of this 
organization Is a former Spanish 
Ambassador to tbe United Stales, 
Juan Francisco de Cardenas, who 
claims protection of a fink diplo- 
matic passport. 

The Dally Worker has publish- 
ed photostats of all corresponden- 
ce passing between spy centers, 
from which it is seen, amongst 
other things, that the fascist gang 
suggested on March 5th, 1937, 
that a speedy armed ship be sent 
to the strait of Yucatan to block 
shipping from Mexico to the 
Spanish Republic. “If there were 
such a chip’* one letter says “not 
one of the ships with armaments 
would get through”. 

The documents also disclose that 
this ring has conspired to violate 
U. $. laws by purchase of arms 
for Franco, and that there exists 
a network of agencies in Veni 
Cruz, Mexico and Havana, Cuba- 
Spies in these places send regular 
reports on the movement of Span- 
ish shipping, through New York 
to fascist H. Q. in Spain. Diplo- 
matic plots come within the scope 
of the cardenas outfit; one letter 
reveals that on April H, l!l,S7, the 
fascist agent Diaz was in Havana 
tonting for recognition of Fran- 
co's “Government” by Cuba. 

Fake aid societies have hern 
formed, in partieiilar the Com- 
monweal Spanish Relief Fund, 8X;j 
fourth A vc., and the American 
Committee for Spanish Relief, one 
of whose presidents is Ogden 
Hammond, former c. S. Ambas- 
sador in Spain, This emu em does 
things in an ambassadorial style, 
H. Q. is at Vanderbilt Hotel. 



POPE YE AND BETTY 1*001* 
ON STRIKE 

Betty Hoop amt Popeyr are on 
strike in New* York City. One 
hundred members of the well 
known animated cartoons are de- 
manding regular wages. They 
claim that the 15 dollars a week 
they get does n't keen them In 
spinach. 



THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT Soviet Union Makes 
PRESENTS ITS PLEA TO THE Peaceful Conquest. 



LEAGUE OF NATIONS 



At the time of going to press 
the present session of the League 
of Nations is not sufficiently ad- 
vanced for us to make long com- 
ment. This will appear net week. 

So far the Spanish Government 
has rejected the proposal, backed 
by England and France, for med- 
iation between Franco and the 
Government. As Comrade Negrin 
has pointed cut, mediation can be 
effected between State and State, 
but not between a Government 
and a group of rebels. Only one 
kind of “mediation" is possible, 
the total defeat of fascism by the 
People’s Government. 

We may point out that these 
proposal for mediation always co- 
me when the situation is especially 
favorable to the government. They 
have occurred before, and now, 
after recent victories at Guadala- 
jara and Pozoblanco and the fom- 
ation of the new government 
they are being repeated. 

The government has made the 
first diplomatic distribution of 
the White Book on Italian inter- 
vention. This volume is sure to 
provoke intense interest. We un- 



derstand that it consists of over 
three hundred pages and contains 
photographs of Italian and mil- 
itary orders and other documents 
all proving that there is indeed 
an Italian Army of Occupation in 
Spain. 

A scheme for the withdrawal of 
foreign volunteers is to be discus- 
sed. In this respect a government 
spokesmen has declared that “it 
is Impossible to confuse breaches 
of the obligation of not authoriz- 
ing the departure of volunteers, 
with the organization and send- 
ing by the Italian government of 
a definie expeditionary force". 
In other words, the International 
Brigades are a real volunteer for- 
ce which governments have tried 
to prevent being formed. (The 
French government for Instance 
has closed its frontiers.) The Ital- 
ians are not volunteers and have 
been sent by their government, 
often against their will, and by 
means of cruel deception. 

It was stated in Paris that in 
all probability, Portugal would 
oppose the withdrawal of volun- 
teers. 



The announcement by the So- 
viet Union that its scientists have 
conquered the arctic regions of 
the North Pole marks another 
glorious page in Soviet scien- 
tific advances. 

There now exists at the North 
Pole a Soviet scientific colony 
whose base is situated on a huge 
block of ice registered on a list of 
Soviet polar stations under the 
name of “North Pole No. 56". The 
station has been constructed as the 
central polar directing point of 
the sea route for ships, and its 
air field, recently established is 
the landing point for airplanes. 

Throughout the Northern polar 
regions wireless telegraph points, 
radio centers, beacons, ports for 
ships, and coal and oil bases have 
been set up. In definitely conquer- 
ing the North Pole the Soviet 
scientists have a regular plan of 
air routes and waterway routes 
into the most hazardous points of 
the arctic. 

Pravda, Soviet organ, says 
that Robert Peary, who first vi- 
sited the North Pole, like other 
great explorers had no elements 
nor forces for the scientific or- 
ganisation of work at the pole. 
He wass not able to place his dis- 
coveries into the hands of scien- 
tists and the people. But the So- 
viet explorers have behind them 
the entire nation. 

The name “Stalin" is proposed 
for central base of the arctic. 

The Juan Negrin, new Prime 

9 

Minister of Spain, through the 
press praised the Soviet Union 
for its wonderful polar and scien- 
tific achievements. 

The Red Flag of the Soviet 
Union waves now at the North 
Pole. 



ONE SUPREME COURT JUDGE 
RESIGNS 

No rinnht in a glimmer of ie- 
t ii r n i n g intelligence. Supreme 
Court Jusliee Van Dev miter re- 
signed from his position. The gen- 
tleman is 7X years old. 

When President Roosevelt heard 
the news, he smilingly comment- 
ed; “This makes one point. There 
are five more to go," 
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SPANISH GOVERNMENT AIDS STARVING PEASANTRY 



The Problem of the Land in Spain 



In recent days we have heard 
from certain quarters the charge 
that the Spanish revolution has 
been betrayed by the formation 
of the new government. In pass- 
ing, we may point out that POUM, 
one of the organizations making 
this charge, had already said that 
previous Popular Front govern- 
ments had never begun the revo- 
lution. Probably P. O. U. M. un- 
derstands by revolution the shoot- 
ing of workers by those who pro- 
fess to servo them; nevertheless, 
it is vitally important to know 
what has really happened in the 
Spanish countryside. 

Fifty-six per cent of the Span- 
ish people live on the land; the 
agrarian problem, therefore, has 
always been the most critical of 
Spanish problems. “Andalucfa cs- 
t& muri£ndose de hambre”. Anda- 
lucia is dying of hunger. The clas- 
sical phrase was true of Castilla* 
and Extremadura and other parts 
as well. In 1930 the writer found 
whole districts, in the neighbour- 
hood of Plasencia and Cdceres 
(the city where the hero Duffy 
made his H- Q. before running 
home), while the average wage 




A good comrade, but (hr tntiimrclii never 
li*ii£li( him to read or write. 

of the fielu worker was one and 
a half to two pesetas a day. The 
same was true of Salamanca, 
formerly Gil Robles' seat and now 
Von Franco’s. 

Again, at Javierrelatre in High 



Aragon, during 1932, the writer 
discovered that there had been 
a famine during the preceding 
winter, due to the absence of 
wind. How could an absence of 
wind cause people to die cf hun- 



Lands of Sahagun... land of Sal- 
amanca, where hardly three or 
four times the quantity of seed 
sown is returned. Land without 
trees, without cattle.” These arc 
extreme cases but a yield of nine 




In the uld day** under the limimrchy one and half potclns n day for 12 liniir* work imilrr u 

Spanish nun. 



ger? Very soon members of the 
International Brigade will have 
an opportunity of undes Landing 
how, for the months of reaping, 
July and August, are followed by 
the winnowing weeks, when the 
chaff and the grain, trodden out 
by oxen are thrown into the air 
for the wind to separate. In that 
year in Javierrelatre there had 
been no wind and the fermented 
mixture had become useless for 
bread. 

THERE WERE GASOLINE 
DRIVEN WINNOWING MA- 
CHINES IN THAT VILLAGE, 
DUT THE E AS A NTS WERE 
TOO POOR TO HIRE THEM 
FROM THE RICHER LAND- 
OWNERS 

There lies the cause of Spain’s 
agricultural backwardness. The 
poverty of the peasant, ami the 
crushing rents, in the impossibi- 
lity of watering their fields ade- 
quately or of manuring them, re- 
sulting in low yield. A Spanish 
economist says “Soria lands, bare 
hills of Almazan. where the plow 
only scratches the sci! and after 
the efforts of ar. untjrafcle farmer, 
only yields three times the vol- 
ume of seeeds put into the ground. 



times is considered good in pros- 
perous parts of Spain, whereas in 
the U. S. A. or in England 18 to 
1 is quite usual. 

It is not the natural impossibi- 
lity of watering and manuring the 
fields which has impoverished 
Spain, but the neglect of absentee 
landlords and the absence of plan 
characteristic of a semi-feudal 
state. Furnished only with a light 
plough, often of primitive Roman 
type, the peasant was unable to 
undertake deep plowing which 
would protect hts crops against 
drought. 

And with this poverty went ig- 
norance and illiteracy. In 1926 
forty-two per cent of the nation 
was illiterate and there were 
whole districts where the propor- 
tion reached was ninety per cent. 

Even now: after the efforts of 
the Republic, a great proportion 
of the men of the twenty-fourth 
battalion. Fifteenth Brigade, fine 
fighters and good comrades, are 
illiterate. 

THE WORK OF THE REPUBLIC 

of mi 

First, in the matter of educat- 
ion; in two years the Republic 
created 9.000 new schools; by 
means of an Education Loan 



another 20.000 schools were to be 
built. 

Then, on the technical side of 
Land Reform, vast irrigation 
schemes were drawn up in 1932, 
aiming at the watering of 5.000.000 
acres of land, at a cost of five 
thousand million pesetas, to be 
spread over 25 years. Many of 
these schemes were begun, such 
as the lower G&ud&lquiver Valley 
Canal, the Gaudalcackr Reservoir 
and canals, the Genii works, and 
elsewhere. 



LAND FOR THE PEASANTS 

Most important of all the Mar- 
ccllno Domingo Agrarian Reforms 
of December 22, 1932 proposed to 
take over vast estates, upon a 
basis of compensation, to be divid- 
ed among the peasants and their 
organizations. Certain of the no- 
bles implicated in the anti-repu- 
blican rising of August 1932, wore 
to receive no compensation. Tho- 
ugh this reform was slow and 
hesitant, much was done to im- 
prove the field workers' condition. 

The Popular Front Government 
of February 1936 was pledged to 
speed up this land reform, which 
would have destroyed the power 
of the seml-feudal classes repre- 
sented by Franco. 




A im'dirval technique. In [he hills around 
jott women still spin I hre ml thin way. 
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WHAT HAS BEEN BONE SINCE 
JULY 1936 

In the words of Comrade Vicen- 
te Uribe, minister of Agriculture, 
it taae been the Government’s po- 
licy "to expropriate the great 
landlords, enemies of the people, 
and give the land to those who 
work on it., we have cleaned loyal 
Spain of the foul disease of boss 
rule, of the oppressor of the field 
workers". 

No longer are there vast estates 
like those of the Duke of Medina- 
cell who owned two hundred thous- 
and acres. The one hundred and 
twenty five thousand acres of the 
Duke of Peflaranda are in the 
hands of his peasants and work- 
ers; so are the hijndred and seven- 
teen thousand acres of the Duke 
of Villaherroosa, the eighty-seven 
thousand of the Duke of Alba, 
Franco propaganda agent in Lon- 
don now, who has declared that 
the Comrades of the International 
Brigades are thieves and crtxrfn- 
als (and he did not mean marely 
the quartermaster) . And the one 
million acres which belonged to 
only fourteen fascist Dukes, Counts 
and grandees of Spain has also 
been divided among the people. 

ALTOGETHER FIVE MILLION 

EIGHT HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND ACRES OF LAND HA- 
VE BEEN SHARED OUT 

This figure represents eighteen 
per cent of the cultivable area of 
Spain, morover, it excludes what 
has been done In Catalonia, cer- 
tain parts of Aragon, and in the 
regions of Santander and Astu^ ^ 
rlaa. 

It is true to say that in those 
regions where the land problem 
was sharpest it has already been 
solved. In the province of Ciudad 
Real, for instance, 1.855.000 acres 
have been given to workers organ- 
isations and collectives. In the 
provice of Albaccte, headquarters 
of the Internationa) Brigades, 
L116.000 acres, in Jaen, 900.000, 
in the province of Madrid, 340.000 
acres in Cuenca 325.000 acres have 
been expropriated. Valencia work- 
era and peasants have received 
235.000 acres, the hungry people 
of Guadalajara, Granada and Mur- 
cia have also been helped. 

Besides this directly expropriat- 
ed land hundreds of thousands of 
acres have been taken over in 
other ways. If comrades of the 
Ik&glish and Lincoln Battalion of 
the 15th Brigade look back from 
their lines they will see a broad, 
green and well cultivated valley. 



If in that valley there is any pea- 
sant who, before the fascist rising 
paid rent to a landlord, then he no 
longer does so. The landlord and 
tenant relation no longer ekiats. 
The peasant pays not a single 
penny of rent, though when the 
time comes, like every other citi- 
zen, he will pay his dues to the 
state. At present he may freely 



culture has said "the government 
has taken the land away from the 
proprietors in order to emanci- 
pate the peasants, not in order to 
emancipate four committees". 

The government will continue 
to prevent these injustices. It wil: 
prohibit so-called "socialized" con- 
trol of village commerce, it will 
give practical aid to the peasants. 




rnwnl were »hul up u hoctcge* In la Virjcn de la Cabcn. Here They arc seen 

talkJof with their libera ton#. 



enjoy the use of nationalized land. 

We of the Popular Front have 
been told by the theoretecians of 
the P. O. U. M. that we have be- 
trayed the revolution. Because we 
wish to put our greatest efforts 
into winning the war we are told 
that we are counter-revolution- 
aries, Yet to the rear of our lines, 
comrades, you can see a country 
without tyrant landlords, without 
corrupt bosses, without usurers 
and village money lenders. Upon 
the land behind the fascists* li- 
nes, the weight of oppression 
still rests. 

WHAT IS THE NEW GOVERN- 
MENT 'S POLICY ? 

The Communist Party, in its re- 
cent letter to Sehor AzaAa declar- 
ed that the peasant must be pro- 
tected against forced collectivisa- 
tions and extremist experiments 
and that the small proprietor 
must be left in possession of 
his land. This has been one part 
of the Government’s policy, and 
will continue to be. 

Here and there cases have oc- 
curred where self appointed com- 
mittees have collected rent from 
those who are working national- 
ized land. As the Minister of Agri- 



Over and above the gift of land 
the government has loaned to the 
peasants about 45.000.000 pesetas, 
through the Institute of Agrarian 
Reform , 

Besides this, specialized credits 
have been granted to olive oil pro- 
ducers, vineyard workers and rice 
growers, for the carrying out of 
necessary work and the purchase 
cf seeds. And all this to the tune 
cf 45.000.000 pesetas. Instead of 
fomenting strife in the city streets 
in the name of revolution, this is 
what the Popular Front govern- 
ment has acheived on the land. 
Despite the provocations and the 
local tyrannies of irresponsible 
village Caesars, last autumn 
wheat sowing was up by 7 %. 

To encourage production it is 
necessary to guarantee a remun- 
erative price. Apart from the cor- 
rection of abuses this can be done 
best by large scale ministerial 
purchases and by the creation of 
cooperatives. Already in the Med- 
Iterraean coast districts these 
cooperatives are giving good re- 
sults. 

HOW TO RUN A COLLECTIVE 

Here is an example of success- 
ful and properly conducted col- 



lectivisation, At Villanueva de 
Cdrdoba last July the civil guards, 
disloyal to the government, cap- 
tured the town and caused a great 
part of the people to flee to the 
fields. The citizens were not dis- 
mayed however, and headed by 
Julian Caballero, field - workers 
leader, they collected all the arms 
that could be found in the dis- 
trict, After a sharp battle Villa- 
nueva was recaptured. In that 
town where formerly there ruled 
an absentee landlord, the average 
size whose 40 estates was of 1500 
acres, Julian Caballero Is now 
Mayor, idolized by the emancipa- 
ted people. 

Villanueva has organized splend- 
id battalions of peasant fighters, 
but it has also solved its land prob- 
lems, The estates of the former 
parasites are now cultivated col- 
lectively by members of the Field 
Workers Union. 

There is nothing resembling 
coercion in Villanueva. The small 
proprietors have their own asso- 
ciation and cultivate their land 
individually. Land was also given 
to those who owned a yoke of 
horses, mules or oxen. Even in- 
side the Field Workers Union there 
Is a small group which without 
hindrance demands the parcelling 
out of thp land. 

The quality of all work is ex- 
cellent. The olive trees have been 
zealously tended and the fields 
scrupulously cleaned. All last 
years crops having been gathered 
and the town is now collectively en- 
gaged in the production of olive 
oil. The natural economic diffi- 
culties of Villanueva, excess of 
meat and oil and insufficiency of 
wheat, have been overcome by 
collective exchange with other 
channels. When the war time re- 
fugee problem no longer burdens 
the town its prosperity will go 
forward by leaps arid bounds. 

\ 

Let no cne pretend that the in- 
terests uf the Spanish masses ha- 
ve been neglected or betrayed. It 
is these conquests at Villanueva • 
which the comrades on the Cdr- 
tioba front are defending; there 
advance is bringing release to 
thousands of other peasants for 
whom life has hitherto been a 
savage and brutalizing oppression. 
And in holding their lines the 
comrades cf the 15th Brigade are 
likewise driving back the enemies 
of the people. Comrades, the Pop- 
ular Front Government is guard- 
ian of the true Spanish and dem- 
ocratic revolution. 
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American 



finance imperialism 
in Spain 



200 Submachine guns bought 
account of the French Fascist 
seized in Switzerland 



on 

are 



American comrades, students 
of Imperialist technique, may like 
to know of an example of Amer- 
ican Imperialism in Madrid City. 
We refer to the Telefdnica, the 
Telephone Company of Spain, who- 
se head office, a skyscraper-like 
building, they may have seen. 

This company, headed by the 
notorious Col. Behn, is an off- 
shoot of the International Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company of 
New York, one of the Morgan 
concerns. 

In 1924 the Telefdnica obtained 
a monopoly concession from Dic- 
tator Primo, which for cool impu- 
dence surpasses anything Wall or 
Threadneedle Streets have been 
able to put out. If anything it sur- 
passes the achievements of Mus- 
solini’s diplomacy, or army can- 
teen prices. 

The monopoly runs contrary to 
every principle of the Spanish 
constitution and every law of the 
Civil Code in that it puts an lin*- 
purtant political power in the 
hands of a foreign company. For 
example, during the 1932 Sanjur- 
jo monarchist rising in Sevilla the 
Republican Government was un- 
able to make telephonic contact 
with that city. 

By its contract the Telefonica 
is entitled to use state powers and 
is exempt from every kind of tax. 
local or national, in the present 
or in the future. In one year the 
Telefdnica thus avoided a normal 
business tax of 3,800,000 pesetas, 
while its total jf percentage pay- 
ment to the government only came 
to 3,420,000 pesetas. The cost of 
plant was staggering, being 

878,993,000 pesetas, all of which 
must be repaid, plus 15 , in (told, 

if the Republic of today wishes to 
regain control of the system. 

Moreover, the Spanish Company 
must pay to the American 
Company 7 */, of yrosx income 
yearly, besides a 5 ' '/, commission 
on imported plant, on which prof- 
it has presumably been paid in 
the states. Or was U. S. A, imper- 
ialism so charitable as to sell at 
cost price?) This commission ca- 
me to 43.000,000 pesetas. 

Finally, with a highly modem 
system the Spanish state in six 
years has drawn 20,000,000 pese- 
tas less than with tlu- old outfit, 
which closejy .resembled battalion 
headquarters field telephone. Boys, 



like love, or common or garden 
fascism^ its a racket! Take an- 
other shot over the parapet at the 
friends of the Telefdnica. 



O’Duffy has given some amaz- 
ing reasons for the quick return 
of his much-boosted Brigade from 
Spain. 

The ideas of this Brigade seem 
to have changed considerably in 
the few months since they set out 
with such ardour to "save religion 
in Spain”. 

According to O’Duffy’s state- 
ment, they don't seem to have sa- 
ved much or done much since they 
arrived In Spain. Either Franco 
did not value them very highly or 
they just refused to fight. 

They appear to have spent most 
of their time catching colds in the 
"wet trenches”. 

O’Duffy says they have, "now 
been in the front line trenches 
since February 19th, subjected to 
umceasing shell fire and bomb- 
ing -we have left "seven” dead in 
the field, many seriously wound- 
ed and many others suffering 
from shellshock, pulmonary dis- 
eases and rheumatic fever devel- 
oped in the trenches during the 
incessant rain of February and 
March”. 

It was then too cold for O'Duf- 
fy’s men, now it is too hot. 

"The greatest trial of the war 
will undoubtedly be the danger of 
Typhoid and other fevers from 
now on... the complete absence of 
water for either drinking or sani- 
tary purposes, have had serious 
effects on the health of the Irish 
troops already.” 

No clearer light could have 
been thrown on the types which 
O’Duffy recruited tha^ the light 
of his own statement. The real 
fighters for Ireland never threw 
up the battle because of the hard- 
ships of the trench or the coldness 
of the cave on the hillside. 

The "Wild Geese” left Ireland 
many years ago and fought with 
all armies, in all climates against 
the rapacious army of British Im- 
perialism and won undying honour 
for themselves and for their peo- 
ple. To- day O’Duffy covers him- 
self with Ignominy. Men who be- 



Tbc Swiss Federal police has 
Just discovered a new arms smug- 
gling organization. 

Following the arrest of a smug- 



tray ed the struggle for Irish In- 
dependence, and murdered the real 
fighters for Irish Freedom could 
never expect to maintain the con- 
fidence of the men they had re- 
cruited, in a sustained and bloody 
war. 

Certainly men who would not 
fight for the freedom of their 
own land would quickly lose 
their enthusiasm for a cause in 
which their religion was being 
used to cloak the most brutal op- 
pression. 

Possibly by now, O’Duffy’s du- 
pes, sadder and wiser men, realise 
that the Irish Catholic Hierarchy 
when it induced and financed 
them to go to Spain to fight for 
Franco against the people and Ca- 
tholics of Spain, betrayed them, 
as it has betrayed the Irish peo- 
ple's struggle so often in the past. 

If there was any sincerity 
among O’Duffy’s men, then the 
massacre of the Catholic people 
and priests at Guernica and Du- 
rango would give them a real in- 
sight into the religion of Franco 
and the priests who support him. 

O’Duffy admits that the men 
made a unanimous decision to 
return to Ireland. No greater 
contrast could be made, than 
between O'Duffy's dupes and the 
Irishmen in the British and Ame- 
rican Battalions, who have so 
gloriously upheld the great tra- 
ditions of the Irish people. 

Our comrades have once again 
made a great contribution to the 
struggle of the oppressed against 
reaction and tyranny. 

It will be a great pity if the 
Irish people allow O'Duffy back 
in Ireland. When St. Patrick got 
the snakes out of Ireland, they 
kept them out. 



UNIMPORTANT NEWS 

Rockefeller died at the age of 
96, Wally says she will marry the 
Dukt> on June 29. 



gler by the name of Jean Ron- 
chi, la whose position were found 
20 sub-machine guns, and 8 bo- 
xes containing 2.500 rifles car- 
tridges, several searches were 
made In various Swiss cities. 200 
sub-machine guns were found. 

It Is believed that this group 
of smugglers was part of a lar- 
ger, gang, members of which were 
arrested lately in several French 
cities. 

Lately, custom guards arrested 
several smugglers known to be 
at the service of Doriot and of 
De La Roque. 

CHARLOTTE S. C. COTTON 
MILL WORKERS STRIKE 

The first batle resulting from 
the C. 1. O. campaign in South- 
ern textile mills Is on. 1.100 
workers of the Marlboro Cotton 
Mill of Bennettsville and McColl 
S. C. went on strike May 9. The 
strike was quite spontaneous. Ac- 
cording to the Rev. R. Lawrence, 
co-ordlnator for the Textile Work- 
ers Organizing Commlfee, the 
workers went on strike when 
their patience was exausted. Or- 
ganization work had been proceed- 
ing very rapidly previous to the 
strike. When the men went on 
strike 66 % were already mem- 
bers of the Union. 

25.000 JONES AND LAUGHLIN 

STEEL WORKERS STRIKE 

Because of the company’s re- 
fusal to sign a Union Contract 

25.000 steel workers in the JoneH 
and Laughlln Allquippa and South 
Pittsburgh plants wfere called out 
on strike by the Steel Workers 
Organization Committee. Because 
of the "Unholy Alltan oe” of the 
Independent steel manufacturers 
under the leadership of Ernest T. 
Weir of National Steel, It Is believ- 
er that 110.000 more workers 
will be on strike within a few days 
in the Pittsburgh and Youngstown 
region. 



SWEDEN, — The Trotzkyite 
Kllbon has been expelled from 
the Swedish Socialist Party. 



O’Duffy’s inglorious Dupes 
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IS A PEOPLE’S ARMY 



OUR ARMY 

(Caatimerf from pog. 1.) 

tag the first two periods of the 
war, was organized upon a Popu- 
lar Front bask by one of the 
great popular political parties of 
Spain, the Communist Party. The 
directors of the Fifth Regiment, 
Comrades Castro, Lister and Con- 
treras, from the very beginning 
organized all their companies upon 
a definite military basis, with pro- 
per training, and with technical 
staffs and specialised departments. 
It was in the flrf t week of August 
that the Fifth Regiment began to 
appoint political commissars, who 
functioned without legal statua un- 
til the government, decree of Oc- 
tober 15th. The first article de- 
manding formation of a regular 
army appeared on August 2nd in 
“Milicia Popular 1 ', the organ of the 
Fifth Regiment. Here we see in 
these two instances the appearan- 
ce of characteristics that were to 
distinguish the army in the second 
two periods. 

2. — THE AWAKENING PERIOD 
Largely as a result of the effi- 
ciency and propaganda of the Fifth 
Regiment there was a widespread 
and powerful popular demand for 
a regular army and on October 
10 th the old militias were milita- 
rized by an order of the govern- 
ment. As a result of this the 
FIRST MIXED BRIGADE, com- 
manded by Comrade Lister, was 
formed. Commenting upon this 
governmental decree in a speech 
on the 1 1th of October at the bri- 
gade barracks Comrade Lister re- 
ferred to the Romantic Period 
thus : “We have seen day after day 
small bands and little groups of 
militiamen going out to the war 
front just when they took it in 
mind to do so, and who enlisted 
whenever they chose. When any- 
one approached , them and ^iid 
“this position must be occupied" 
they used to reply “who are you, 
you are wearing stars.', then you 
have nothing to do with us. Even 
if you hadn't got stars we should 
take no notice of you. Our chief 
Is this comrade". And the chief of 
the group was often one who, fnr 
one reason or another, was not in- 
terested in fighting at that mo- 
ment And thus we found that we 
had at the front several thousand 
combatants, but only on paper, 
because in fact they did not fight 
whan necessary, not by reason 
of their own fault, but because 
they were neither organized nor 



disciplined." The heroism of these 
comrades was beyond all question, 
but Comrade Lister was certainly 
not exaggerating. 

THE FIFTH REGIMENT 

Before referring to the results 
for military organization of the 
historic defence of Madrid during 



the first two weeks of November 
it will be useful to trace the 
growth, activity, and eventual 
merging of the Fifth Regiment in 
the regular army. It must be bom 
in mind that the Communist Par- 
ty had not organized the Fifth 
Regiment in order to possess a 
force of its own and It was as a 
result of its own propaganda that 
Its members were handed over to 
the government. While the form- 
ation of the MIXED BRIGADES 
heg&n on October 10th there was 
still thirty per cent of the Fifth 
Regiment remaining under its 
own command on the 27th of De- 
cember. Indeed It would have 
been disastrous to abolish that 
command until every soldier had 
been fitted Into his place In the 
new brigades. It must be re- 



membered that the FMfth Regi- 
ment, originally intended to be 
1.000 strong, had reached 70.000 
In the Madrid region alone, with 
another 45.000 in other parts of 
Spain. The various departments 
of command were therefore pro- 
gressively suppressed. By a bri- 
gade order of the 15th of Decem- 
ber the First MIXED BRIGADE 
liquidated all the separate batta- 



lion commands which It had in 
various parts of Madrid, surren- 
dered all war materials and per- 
sonell and entered the Hortaleza 
barracks to begin a corporate 
existance. Again by a Fifth Re- 
giment Order of Dec. 28 every mi- 
litary department Operation Inten- 
dencia or Supplies, Sanitary Ser- 
vice, Shoemaking department, tail- 
oring department, armoury, etc. 

were handed over to the brigades. 
Comrades responsible for these 
departments for the most part be- 
gan similar work in the regular 
army; thus we see that not only 
the forms but the actual personell 
of the new army was derived from 
military forces not directly organ- 
ized by the government. Of all 
the department, only those of Soc- 
ial Work and Organization were 



to continue, in an advisory capa- 
city, until the last Fifth Regiment 
soldier bad entered the army. 

HUGE ECONOMY IN EFFEC- 
TIVES 

The importance of this volunta- 
ry surrender of autonomy can be 
seen by referring to a speech by 
Comrade Lister, given on the 23rd 
of December. 

Referring to the new army he 
said that efficiency would be enor. 
mou sly increased and added “We 
in the Fifth Regiment had already 
begun a cleaning up which Is still 
very necessary in certain parts. 
For example, such battalion used 
to have fas own command in Ma- 
drid, to each of which there be- 
longed approximately a hundred 
hureaucratA. Many stripes, and 
many stars, while the majority 
had not seen the front even from 
a general barracks! All this has 
been suppressed. Two or three 
individuals to each command are 
more than sufficient for all the 
office work which a battalion can 
occasion. X ou will understand 
the importance of this when I tell 
you that In Madrid there used to 
be 60.000 meal rations given out 
every clay to people who had not 
fired a single shot." 

Finally, on January 27th a vast 
public meeting in the Cine Goya 
was held to celebrate the comple- 
te liquidation of the Fifth Regi- 
ment, and this it must be remem- 
bered, was long after the event had 
actually occurred. Other political 
parties began to follow the same 
line and with the final Inclusiot 
of the C. N. T. troops In the re- 
gular army this process came to 
an end. 

WHAT DOES THIS PROCESS 
DEMONSTRATE* 

It is obvious at the first glance 
that th.e vast bulk of the men in 
the Republican army have been 
drawn from the political reg- 
iments which grew up in the Ro- 
mantic period. That they make up 
a People’s Army there can be no 
possible doubt. But the officers of 
the new brigades, such as Lister 
and “Campesino", have also lar- 
gely been drawn from these ear- 
lier formations. These had ori- 
ginally received their appoint- 
ments from the various political 
parties belonging to the Popular 
Front. 

But more conclusively than this 
the special characteristic of the 
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Republican Army, ita possession 
of political commissars, was deriv- 
ed from the nature of the politi- 
cal war in which the whole peo- 
ple was engaged. These commis- 
sars, which exist and will continue 
to exist, have as one of their tasks 
the maintaining of just that kind 




CAIU.OS CONTUF.K AS. 

former l>elrml Aiilomoltllr unrki'r. Kiiilur 
or Chicngo wnrkrr'x luijifr. (Wiiirr Foliflml 
I loiumUiiir of (hr ."iili Hrpnirtil, i.i n«w io 
charge of pni|uiiandn iMiiinig»i runny rauk- 

of political enthusiasm which gua- 
rantees that the army shall never 
become & danger to the demur mi- 
le Republic. 

AIM' A VS FROM liKUnV 

The way In which governmental 
decrees in this Awakening period 
tended to legalize existant facts, 
rather than to impose a structure 
from above can be seen from the 



decrees governing the status and 
work of political conunissars^ The 
order of October 15th, given by 
the Minister of War, appointed 
Comrade Del Vayo as Ccmmissar 
General. He was to be aided by 
4 sub-commissar generals drawn 
from the greater organizations of 
the Popular Front; these sub- 
commlssars were to appoint lower 
ranks. But within the ranks of 
the actual field commissars them- 
selves, no grades or categories 
were established, because the ar- 
my itself had no uniform organic 
structure. In other words, the 
people were still making their ar- 
my from below. 

As the army crystalized into de- 
finite shapa as a result of party 
propaganda and experience, the 
decrees began to distinguish ranks 
in the commissars. For instance, 
the order of November 25th, by 
which date about 65 */t of the 
Fifth Reginent had been merged 
with the Mixed Brigades, establi- 
shed the ranks of brigade, battal- 
ion and company commissars. 

THE NATIONAL GUARDS 

The general argument can be 
supported from the history of de- 
finite governmental forces, such 
as the National Republican Guards 
and th:> Carabineros. 

The National Guards are the 
successors of the old universally 
hated Civil Guards, former strike 
breakers and political tools, im- 
bued for the most part with re- 
actionary Ideas and practising the 
most brutal of methods. This con- 
version did not come about as the 
result of a government decree but 
as a consquence of a movement 
from within. 



Before the July rising there had 
been within the old Civil Guards 
both political fractions and Po- 
pular Front groups, and while the- 
se were not strong enough to en- 
sure the loyalty of the majority, 
they did much to wfn over many 
guards to the Republican move- 
ment. 

After the Franco rising these 
groups definitely worked for the 
suppression, or conversion of the 
force, and finally became strong 
enough to do this on their initia- 
tive. 

A central committee was for- 
med, headed by Sergeant-Major 
Vega and from its offices in the 
basement ot Jhe Ministry of the 
Interior in Madrid, began to re- 
cruit Into its forces. These for- 
ces, it must be understood from 
the very beginning were on a mi- 
litary footing of long service and 
rigid discipline. Like the Fifth 
Regiment it was originally inten- 
ded to be only a small body yet 
by November about 15.000 were 
within its ranks. There quality 
can be seen from this, of the 4.000 
fully trained men on the Madrid 
Front alone by November 11 , 206 
were dead and 693 wounded; about 
22 %. 

The forms its general staff 
adopted again show the popular 
and political nature of the Natio- 
nal Guards. It has four sub-com- 
mittees; Investigation, to prevent 
the entry of fascist and disruptive 
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GERMAN GOVERNMENT CON- 
TINUES HELP TO FRANCO 

In spite of all pledges and state- 
ments to the oontrary, the Germ- 
man Government continues send- 
ing of no end of armaments to 
the Spanish fascist armies. 

The story of the Marienbourg 
is a good illustration of what Is 
happening. The Marienbourg, a 
Danish freighter flying lllegaly the 
flag of the Republic of Panama 
was about to sail from Hamburg 
a month ago loaded with boxes 
marked “Chocolate*’ and other 
such innocuous freight. One of the 
chocolate boxes broke open and 
the longshoremen found to their 
surprise that it contained a ship- 
ment of dum-dum bullets. The 
workers Immediately Inspected 
the whole cargo, which was found 
to consist of airplanes, to be as- 
sembled, of tanks, machine guns 
and to a considerable part, of 
specially constructed electrical 
switches for use in torpedo boats. 
All Instructions to these Instru- 
ments were in Spanish. 

The city of Freiburg In Baden, 
Germany, is excited because every 
three days a squadron of airplan- 
es with all German army Insig- 
nia painted over, arrives at the 
airport. The aviators make no se- 
cret of the fact that they an 
hound for Southern Spain. Planes 
depart morning after arrival. 

Along the Swiss border the Ger- 
man Government Is building great 
number of barracks. The Bomber 
of soldiers stationed now at that 
border Is five throes as great as 
before the last war. Constant 
maneuvres are taking place In 
south Germany. New barracks are 
sprouting like mushrooms. In Ru- 
dolph xel I, on the Swiss border, a 
new barracks has just been start- 
ed which Is to hold several thous- 
and Infantry soldiers, machine-gun 
crewe, anti-alreraft batteries, etc.. 



types, and Promotion, to appoint 
officers on the basis of good ser- 
vice; the other two departments 
at that thne (November) being 
Organization and Supplies. 

Summing up so far, the argu- 
ment that the formation of the 
Regular Army constitutes a dan- 
ger for the Spanish popular re- 
volution Is founded, when honest, 
upon ignorance of the army’s his- 
tory, However, the objection is 
usually made in bad faith. Next 
week we shall study the siege of 
Madrid, especially in its relation 
to the evolution of the Higher 
Command. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Ibarra, 6. Tel. 41106.— Madrid. 






A SOVIET MILITARY SPECIALIST ON THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE. JARAMA BATTLES 



Izvestia has recently published 
an intensely interesting article by 
a famous military scientist, A. 
Golubev, which consists of an 
analysis of the Jarama battles, 
from a strategic point of view. 

We give a careful summary of 
this article because, in conjunc- 
tion with the remarks of the Ti- 
mes correspondent quoted else* 
where, it will enable comrades of 
the Brigade to understand the 
importance of the role they have 
played in the fight against Inter- 
national Fascism. 

“These battles”, says Golubew, 
“are not only characterised by 
the fact that they were termina- 
ted by the most bloody struggles 
yet witnessed in Spain, but that 
they marked a turning point in 
the rebel plans for the capture of 
Madrid”. 



Original fascist plans fail* 

Only a few months before while 
the rebel armies were marching 
on the capital, their generals qui- 
te confidently expected to take the 
city without serious fight. On the 
basis of this optimism they ne- 
glected to conduct serious opera- 
tions designed to cut the Toads to 
Valencia and the coast. It was 
during this period that the fas- 
cists undertook the frontal attack 
on the North and North-west of 
the capital which have so signal- 
ly failed and which have cost 
them so dearly. From this springs 



their attempt to plunge into the 
plains north of Madrid with in- 
tention of taking the republican 
forces in the Guadarrama region 
in the rear. The success of this 
enterprise would have permitted 
the rebels to undertake an attack 
from the north and the east with 
the support of the forces which 
had already passed the chain of 
the Guadarrama. In spite of a cer- 



tain improvement in their posi- 
tions, this plan, taken as a whole, 
failed in its intention.. 

Fascists change strategic plans. 

“The offensive”, Golubev conti 
nues, “which the rebels and their 
allies undertook on February 6th 
south of Madrid were based upon 



different premises and a different 
plan of action. It is strikingly 
evident that this plan had for its 
aim not the immediate taking of 
the capital, but the investment of 
the principal positions which 
would have enabled them to sever 
all connections between the capi- 
tal and the Guadarrama front and 
the rest of Republican Spain. The 
success of this plan would have 
shortly created a situation which, 
if not impossible, would have been 
extremely prejudicial to the con- 
tinuation of the struggle”. 

Since from the beginning of 
November the communications of 
Madrid with the rest of Govern- 
mental Spain were the two great 
Madrid- Valencia highways-the one 
via Tarancon and Arganda, the 
other via Guadalajara and Cuen- 
ca, the rebels planned attacking 
these two roads of communica- 
tions. While the body of troops 
under General Moscardo were got 
ready at Siguenza, those of the 
Fascist General Orgas (7th divi- 
sion, Morroccan and Italo-German 
troops) commenced the operations 
along the Pinto and Valdemoro li- 
ne with the object of occupying 
the line of Arganda. 

Fascist attack launched. 

Golubev writes : “The attack 

commenced on the 6th of Februa- 
ry, when, profiting by misty wea- 
ther, the fascist shock troops con- 
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FOR WORLD WAR 



At 5:45 on the morning of 31st 
of May, a German Squadron, eng- 
aged in so-called Control bombard- 
ed the open port of Almerla, kill- 
ing many citizens. Afterwards 
the German and Italian Governm- 
ents withdrew from the Non-In- 
tervention Sub- Committee. 

We shall not attempt a descript- 
ion of this cowardly act, every 
decent man would have heard the 
news with cold disgust but with- 
out surprise. It is important ho- 
wever, to realize the purpose' of 
the act and to be on guard aga- 
inst adopting that line which Hitl- 
er and Mussolini would have us 
adopt. 

It must be remembered that the 
Spanish Government at the Lea- 
uge of Nations Session had just 



presented a White Book on Ital- 
ian intervention and a protest ag- 
ainst the terrible crime of Guern- 
ica, A few days later the Germ- 
an war-ship "Deutschland" illeg- 
ally anchored in Ibiza harbor, op- 
ened fire on Republican planes, 
who replied with great effect, 
That same day the League of 



Nations in which it lamented (of 
course) the Spanish situation and 
proposed to continue working out 
a plan for the withdrawal of non- 
Spanish fighters. Finally it exp- 
pressed its horror at the bom- 
bardement of open cities. Next 
morning the German squadron 
poured hundreds of shells Into Ai- 
mer! a. 

There can be no possible doubt, 
the act was not only a piece of 
fascist sadism, but it was intended 
as provocation. To What? Und- 
oubtedly to war! 

Aiming at World War in a ter- 
rific gamble for internal security 
and world domination the fascist 
governments have supported Fran- 
co in order to control the Mediter- 
ranean and encircle France. War 



and rearmament are the very 
techniques of the so-called fascist 
"revolution”. The internal contr- 
adictions the inherent fatalism* of 
fascist demagogy drive them for- 
ward to this. 

Then, seeing that they have fa- 
iled, confronted with the defeat 
at Guadalajara, aware that the 



Spanish will had steeled, that an 
army had been forged out, that 
a new and immensely more active 
government had come into exist- 
ence, the fascist powers sought to 
withdraw from the Control Com- 
mittee and to plunge the world 
into war. 

On guard, therefore, against 
accepting this mad challenge on 
the eve of great changes. 

What must the Spanish Gov- 
ernment do? Can it hope that 
the League of Nations will come 
to the aid of Spain? Can it hope 
that Great Britain will change its 
policy and permit France to do 
the same? 

It would be best for the Gov- 
ernment to conduct a great recr- 
uiting drive, to build up reserves 
and consolidate thK army. And, 
simply, comrades, that is being 
done. 



ROOSEVELT PLANS LABOR 
LEGISLATION 

President Roosevelt may recom- 
mend to Congress the passage of 
legislation establishing maximum 
wages In all great Industries en- 
gaged In inter-State commerce. 
The Presidents plan would In- 
clude. 

(1) The creation of a commis- 
sion with broad powers, whose 
alms would be to bring about a 
40 hour work week, hourly mini- 
mum wage of 40 cents, and a 
weekly minimum wage of 16 dol- 
lars. 

(2) The commission to adopt 
the principle of flexibility to mest 
seasonal variations in Industry 
and to avoid imposing a single 
standard over the whole country. 

(3) Prohibition of the transfer 
of goods between States made by 
children under 16 years of age. 

Senator Blanc k and Represen- 
tative Connery, co-authors of an 
earlier measure providing for a 
30 hour week, are prepared to In- 
troduce a Bill on these broad lines. 

PAUL ROBESON IN SOVIET 
FILMS 

Paul Robeson, the famous Amer- 
ican Negro singer now living In 
the Soviet Union, has agreed to 
act In Soviet Aims. He Is to take 
the leading role In "Othello", fo- 
llowing which a film will be made 
from the well known American la- 
bor play "Stevedore". 



INTERNATIONAL CONTROL 

IN SPAIN 




This map shows the distribution of foreign warships and observers 
stationed in order to prevent breaches of the Non-Intervention Com- 
mittee's International Control Scheme which came into operation 

on April 19. 



STILL STUDYING 

As an alternative to a Senate 
Bill, which would require the tak- 
ing of a census of the unemplo- 
yed, the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor has decided 
to report favorably on the mea- 
sure appointing a commission to 
"study" the general problem of 
unemployment and relief. The ar- 
gument against the direct taking 
of a census Is that unemployment 
reflects only a "temporary condi- 
tion" and that it would be costly. 

Roosevelt demands 1.500.000.000 
dollars for relief in the fiscal year 
1937. It is likely that the House 
will give Its consent, but to secure 
the approval of the Senate will be 
more difficult 

U. S. GOVERMENT PROTEST 
TO HITLER 

Following the Almerla incident. 
Pres. Roosevelt promptly left his 
Hyde Park home, where he was 
resting, for Washington to take 
up with Secretary of State Hull, 
the critical European develop- 
ments. 

Hull officially expressed to the 
German Ambassador at Washing- 
ton, the U. S. Government’s disap- 
proval of the unnecessary and 
provocative shelling of the civilian 
population of AlmerJa, and de- 
mands that the Hitler Govern- 
ment make quick restitution for 
Its acts. 

The strike of Hollywood studio 
workers has been ended. 

FORD’S 19.689.020 SURPLUS 

The Ford Motor Company in- 
creassed its surplus during 1936 
by 19.689.020 dollars, making a 
total surplus of 602.666.000 dol- 
lars according to a balance-sheet 
filed with MassachuseUes State 
officials. 

Incldently, Henry Ford’s son, 
Edsel, must appear before the De- 
troit grand jury soon, for having 
used physical violence at the gate 
of the plant against his workers. 
Poppa’s boy Is getting tough! The 
idea of one big industrial union 
that Is growing rapidly imong the 
workers of the Ford Auto plants 
makes the Ford family desperate- 
ly nervous. 

The United Automobile Wor- 
kers of America may sue Ford 
for distributing anti-labor litera- 
ture, contrary to the Wagner La- 
bor Relations Act. 




THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



3 



DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY 



The Fascist Assault on Madrid, 

In the last article we saw how, 
under the terrific impulse of ind- 
ignation, enthusiasm and realiz- 
ation of historic purpose, the Span- 
ish people turned itself into an 
army. Through confusion and 
blunder, by trial and error, the 
people's own instincts, guided by 
great political parties and aided 
by their government, evolved 
forms and methods which sharply 
distinguish the People's Army 
from any Imperialist Army. 

This is a phenomenon which has 
been observed again and again in 
the history of great popular strug- 
gles of independence and revol- 
ution. Thj special characteristics 
of the Ked Army are due. not to 
the abstract thinking of military 
idealists, but to the nature of the 
political struggle out of which it 
was bron, And the success of the 
army of the French Revolution 
was not only due to the military 



of military knowledge, in partic- 
ular because after her relief of 
Orleans she would not pursue 
(and destroy as she might have 
done) the routed English, because 
the day was Sunday. But it was 



strategic incompetence by milit- 
ary scientist of almost all countr- 
ies, but it has not been often po- 
inted out tbat his failure partly 
springs from political ignorance. 
In other words his foredoomed 





Kvery wall on the outskirts of Ma- 
drid became a front line. 

genius of Napoleon and the often- 
forgotten organizational genius of 
Carnot, but to ita early compen- 
etration with the People. The sa- 
me is visible in Cronwell’s army 
of the English 17th Century. The 
14th century in France has the 
example of the Bastard’s army. 
Indeed this latter has special par- 
allels. Bourgeois historians have 
spent chapters in trying to define 
exactly what was Joan of Arc’s 
role In the army. Military experts 
have often scoffed at her for lack 



that incident that explains her 
role. In the immensely different 
political and religious atmosphere 
of her day, she was the Political 
Commissar of the Bastard’s Army. 

It is only when the currents of 
feeling drive deeply into the po- 
pular spirit that a real People’s 
Army is created. This occurred in 
Russia and is manifestly happen- 
ing in Spain. Such armies car- 
not emerge if the structure of a 
decadent and oppressive society is 
left entirely untouched. To relate 
this to our particular problem, - 
where is the economic and class 
basis for a reactionary higher 
command which the disrupters 
profess to fear? 

It has been seen that the old 
Spanish officer class was drawn 
from the great landed fam'.lies. 
What has happened to their est- 
ates? That question is sufficient 
for those who know how to und- 
erstand what la happening in 
Spain. 

FRANCO’S STRATEGIC AND 
POLITICAL BLUNDER 

"If a Military Coup d’Etat does 
not succeed within a few days it 
never succeeds.” This has been 
remarked of countless rebellions: 
it is true of Franco’s also. The 
rebel General had been accused of 



direct assault on Madrid shows 
that he had never grasped the fact 
that a whole people is in move- 
ment, and that the capital city 
would justify its claim to be the 
capital. 

Franco saw indeed that progres- 
sive Spain was about to deprive 
the feudal classes of their power, 
but he judged that to be the work 
of mere ’'political groups”. From 
this false premise he deduced that 
Madrid would fall before nis first 
blow. It would have done, so had 
not the Popular Front had its 
roots deep in the people, if the 
army had been merely the artifi- 
cial creation of "political groups” 
in office, Madrid would now be a 
fascist city. But it was a political 
people which turned itself into a 
political army! A Popular Front 
people into a Popular Front Ar- 
my! Month after month that army 
held back the enemy at the very 
gates of Madrid, until Franco was 
forced to change his plans. Too 
late! By then a regular army, dis- 
ciplined and increasingly capable 
of maneuvers had been formed. 



THE ATTEMPTED SIEGE OF 
MADRID 

It can be said definitely that 
the fa"* that the fascist rebels 



chose to attack the capital direc- 
tly helped the Republic to form 
its regular army. The policy of 
defending the city at all costs was 
therefore the salvation of Spain. 
There never was a clearer proof 
that defeatism is not a proletarian 
or popular policy (there were so- 
me pessimists who urged the 
abandonment of Madrid). 

At the same time as it haste- 
ned the formation of the regular 
army the assault on Madrid also 
gave the army an even deeper po- 
pular content. 

THE FATEFUL DAY OF NO- 
VEMBER 7TH 

The week following this date 
will be remembered as being the 
turning point of European history. 
The fascist advance, steadily 
sweeping back the militia arrived 
at the very outskirts of Madrid. 
At once the left political parries 
sprang to action, the streets were 
filled with people listening to Po- 
pular Front speakers calling for 
yet more volunteers. All through 
the day and night hastily formed 
battalions were rushed out to the 
thin trench line that had been 
drawn between the rebels and the 
city. The regional committee of 




(^tlunci Orlcgii, fnmuu* (onuuiiNti-i 
of (Hp CrnliT iMirri'N. Now chief «1 

Security. 



the Madrid Communist Party, in 
a historic effort, organized com- 
pany after company of street light - 
ei’s and shock troops, and :iseli 
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already on the work lists must be 
at the pl.'vces appointed by their 
organ! zat Iona with their lunch 
cans’'.,. It was out of this forti- 
fication corp that the present en- 
gineering and sapping corps of the 
regular army were formed. The 
U. G. T. Building Workers Syndi- 
cate of Madrid has today about 
60 % of its 25.000 members in the 
army, mostly In this department. 

i 

THE BEGINNINGS OF A CEN- 
TRAL INTENDENCIA 

The unity of army and people 
can be seeen in such examples as 
this; the VlUecas Radio (district) 
of the Mad id Communist Party, 
In conjunction with the United So- 
cialist Youth and the command 
of the Sergeant Vasquez Battalion 
supplied^ 800 meals a day to the 
front lines, collecting the neces- 



sary money and performing all 
work itself, besides undertak- 
ing the washing of clothes. Pre- 
viously this "civilian" organization 
had dug the trenches this battalion 
was occupying. 

And on November 9th the Vas- 
quez Battalion gave 1.524 pese- 
tas to Popular Front organizations 
for the same work. Out of a mo- 
saic of such "civilian" organiza- 
tions and the battalion supply ser- 
vices Intendencia eventually crys- 
tal ized. 

To take another department; 
Maria Medina, -popular woman's 
leader with 17 women of the nor- 
thern sector of Madrid, during the 
first week in January, organized 
a collective laundry for the troops. 
None of its workers received pay 
for the immense labor of washing 
and repairing clothing, and It was 
not until May that this laundry 
was handed over to Sanidad (Me- 
dical Corps). 



General MIAJA. — On November 7 he 
became ;hief of Uie defense of Madrid. 



went into action at Carabanchel 
Bajo, Many of these formations 
had no arms whatsoever, ill clad 
and shod in canvas shoes without 
training, they streamed out to the 
barricades to take up the rifles of 
the wounded and killed. 

Just as the people of Madrid 
merged with the army, the army 
spoke directly to the people. On 
the eightth of November the Fifth 
Regiment Issued these instructions 
to those behind them. 

"(1) Every .resident must pro- 
vide himself with bottles of gaso- 
line, stoppered with cotton wool, 
to be Ignited the moment of being 
thrown from balconies, windows 
and roofs, against armoured cars 
and tanks. 

(2) The Fifth Column must be 
exterminated within the space of 
a few hours. The inhabitants of 
each house must form vigilance 
committees, to arrest provoca- 
teurs, to search for arms etc. 

( 3 ) The Inhabitants of every 
block and quarter must organize 
the struggle at every street cross- 
ing, constructing barricades and 
trenches, forming groups of vigi- 
lants, taking every initiative. 

(4) Every citizen must regard 
his house a fortress and must put 
it In the condition of being a bul- 
wark of the independence of our 
people against Moors and Legio- 
naries. 

The second of May 1808 can be 
repeated in our beloved city!..." 

During the the month preceding 




EMERGENCE OF UNIFIED 
COMMAND 

On November 7th, the Govern- 
ment of Spain left Madrid. It was 
not the leaving, which should ha- 
ve been done earlier, but the man- 
ner of it which was deplorable. 
Hurriedly and with no precise 
instructions General Miaja who 
had been In command of the Ma- 
drid defence troops was given sole 
authority over the city. At on- 
ce the Junta de Defensa was for- 
med. Its Popular Front nature Is 
evident from a list of officers: 



Hastily formed militia resist 
fascist drive on Madrid. 



people of Madrid had been de- 
manding that the government 
should build fortifications and pre- 
pare trenches. This the govern- 
ment had not done, for various 
reasons. 

Responding to the call of the 
political parties and syndicates a 
Mixed Fortificatlpn Committee of 
the U, G. T. and the C. N. T. was 
created and at once began with 
desperate energy, if small milita- 
ry knowledge to fortify Madrid. 
Bands of workers, men and wom- 
en and children, urged on by be- 
loved figures like Pasionaria, fe- 
verishly hacked at the ground 
with pick and spade. An order of 
the 9th of November of this Mi- 
xed Committee says, "those not 

Comrade ANTON, forefront 

organiser of the Madrid def ense . 
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President: General Miaja. The immense prestige otf the In- 

Secretary: Fernando Frade, So- tematlonal Brigades and the dts- 
eialiat Party. cipline upon which this was foun- 




spread throughout the fronts 
around Madrid, until now by far 
the largest body of troops and 
the beat organized, the armies of 
the center, are under the comm- 
and of General Miaja. 

It cannot be denied that the De- 
fence Committee, the nerve cen- 
ter of the Madrid resistance, was 
a Popular Front organism. The 
army which grew up around it, 
with all Its levels of command, 
was necessarily so. 

Naturally as its composition 
shows the Committee performed 
many functions which, proper eno- 
ugh to a military authority in ti- 
me of semi-siege, do not rightly 
belong to it. As a result of com- 
parative normality in Madrid con- 
ditions, and the higher degree of 
organization reached by the ar- 



my, during May the Defence Com- 
mittee was disolved and the City 
Council once more came together. 

Many problems remained to be 
solved and these we shall exami- 
ne later. For instance, on Decem- 
ber 9th the Valencia Government 
created the Supreme War Coun- 
cil. Why this Council never or ra- 
rely functioned is a political pro- 
blem which demands attention in 
another article. 



GUERNICA 

The flames which are burning 
Guernica are also lighting Ger- 
many. So that the whole wordl 
may see her. 

HKINKICH MANN 



The people's fight against fascism In July days. 



Councillor of War: Antonio Mi- 
je, Communist Party. 

Public Order: Carrillo, United 
Socialist Youth. 

War Industries: Amor Nuflo, 
C. >L T. 

Supplies: Yagdie, U. G. T. 

Transport and Communications: 
Carrefio Espafia, Left Republi- 
can. 

Finance: Jimenez, Republican 

Union. 

Evacuation: Caminero, Syndica- 
list Party. 

Undoubtedly the Defence Com- 
mittee hastened the unification of 
the center forces. In this they we- 
re greatly aided by the Interna- 
tional Brigades who from the very 
beginning considered themselves 
as a part of the regular Span- 



ded did muen to help the remodel- 
ing of the army. 

At the same time the Defence 
Committee was ahle to conduct 
operations with more efficiency 
than the Ministry of War which 
was Involved with other neces- 
sary work of government. That 
the Junta was a much more adap- 
table form of administration can 
be seen by the fact that on De- 
cember 3rd, it reorganized itself 
and wnile reserving considerable 
military autonomy place itself 
and while reserving considerable 
military autonomy placed Itself 
under the authority of the Valen- 
cia Government. 

The Counci Worship of War dis- 
appeared and was replaced by one 
of MIHcias, Antonio Mije becom- 





M lilt In at rent during the Cumi de utturk. 



ish Army. The appointment of its mg Commissar General for War. 
General, for instance, was at once Thus from the core cf the De- 
cent to Valencia for confirmation. fence Committee crystallzation 



Friends of Lincoln llMttnllun on Fifth Avcmir in Mn> Furudf. 



UNREST IN ITALY 

In Genoa, recently, when the ginal slogans took advantage of 
dusk was falling the walls were the order of darkness to continue 
suddenly covered with huge slog- their work. 

ans. "Down with the Duce, Long The authorities gave it all up 
live Anti-Fascist Spain, Down In despair. But the next day many 
with Fascism 1 ', arrests were made in working 

Immediately the authorities or- class districts, 
dered that all lights be turned Meanwhile stories continue to 
off, and under cover squads were reach the out side of constantly 

sent out to clean the sloguifs off increasing unrest. It is reported 

the walls. that an Italian Regiment rnutl- 

Apparently, howerever, as fast nied and that 2(H) members were 

as ene slogan was removed, imo- shot. Unrest is mild to be wdde- 

ther appeared. In fad those re.*- spread hi Lomburdy and Ficd- 

po risible for chulklng up the orl- rnont. 



6 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



TROUBLE IN THE FASCIST 

REARGUARD 



The London Times of May 24th, 
the arch-conservative organ of the 
English bourgeoisie, the real top- 
hat boys, publishes an article 
from its Seville correspondent. 
Usually in reading the Times re- 
ports on Spain one has to remem- 
ber that the gentlemen of the 
Carlton dub have high blood 
pressures and the Franco police 
have prisons to fill with daring 
journalists. This time it looks 
as if a fraction must be at work 
somewhere. Anyway, let the Ti- 
mes man have air, 

A War-Weary Land 

Under this sub- title the article 
goes straight to the point, thus: 

'The halcyon days are over. 
Much water has flowed past the 
bows of the Italian prison ship In 
the Guadalquivir since General 
Franco’s rapid advance on Bada- 
joz, his irruption into the Tagus 
valley and his triumphal march 
up-river to the walls of Madrid. 
Gone, too, are the days of patient 
and optimistic waiting throughout 
the long winter months, when the 
rain, mist and snow, according to 
the insurgent Press and wireless, 
alone held up the advance. Spring 
came in fitfully, and the hammer- 
blow at Malaga followed. Na- 
tionalist hopes flared up. remain- 




W<*K to thr front, hut not al the 
front. 



ed suspended for a period, and 
then curved gradually downward. 
The expected follow through to 
Almeiia never came. The plann- 
ed offensive towards the shrine of 
the Vlrgen de la Cabeza and Jaen 
had to be abandoned in favor of 
a hurriedly constructed defensive 
line between Pozoble/nco and Pe- 
uaroya. And on the Madrid front 
the decision was postponed once 
more. The Jarama offensive, de- 
signed to cut the main highway 
between Madrid and Valencia, 
succeeded in embarrassing com- 
munication with the capital. 

But to people who remembered 
the spectacular triumphs of I run, 
Badajoz. Toledo and Malaga, even 
partial success Implied failure. 

The greatest blow fell in mid- 
March. Nationalist propaganda 
had represented the Jarama of- 
fensive as a complete success. The- 
re remained only one more road 
still capable of feeding Madrid, 
the secondary road passing 
through Guadalajara. With the 
seizure of Guadalajara, the invest- 
ment would be complete and the 
fall of the capital through ex- 
austion inevitable.” 

ITALIAN LANDINGS 

The article writer looks around 
for a minute to see if any falan- 
giflts (of whom he is clearly coc- 
temptousl are snooping around 
and decides to go on: 

“By the beginning of March 
reinforcements had arrived, most 
of them from abroad. Through- 
out the winter Italian troops were 
landed at Cadiz and Algeciras 
with arms, ammunition, artillery 
and transport. The earlier arri- 
vals were taken In their big Fiat 
lorries, adorned with sinister ins- 
criptions glorifying Signor Musso- 
lini and Death, and thrown into 
the attack on Malaga, where re- 
putations gained In Abyssinia we- 
re enhanced in the coastal sierras. 
When the operation was complet- 
ed a number were dispatched to 
points on the long, broken front 
curving from Pozoblanco through 
Andujar and Granada to Motril. 
The rest were withdrawn to Se- 



ville and together with later arri- 
vals (the last considerable Italian 

detachment landed towards the 

■ ■ * 

end of February) were then moved 
up to the north and concentrated 
in the neighborhood $f Soria and 
Slguenza. The final "assault” on 
the capital began”. 




Worried? 



After a few displays of courtesy 
to the fascist authorities the Ti- 
mes man once more opens fire: 

"Something had gone wrong. 
General Quetpo de Llano explained 
on the wireless that for technical 
reasons the advance had been held 
up before Trijueque; that a short 
pause would be necessary to con- 
solidate the positions captured and 
straighten out lines of communi- 
cation. Soon afterwards he ad- 
mitted that Brihuega, garrisoned 
after its capture by a "handful of 
civil guards", hod been evacuated 
owing to Its unfavorable strategic 
position. From that day, the subj- 
ect of Guadalajara was quietly 
dropped”. 

OOMPLAINTS MANY AND 
VARIOUS 

The consequences of the Guada- 
lajara disaster were mixed, ac- 



cording to the correspondent, but 
though mixed they were all bad. 
First, he says that fascist propa- 
ganda has always laid great em- 
phasis on the extent and enormity 
cf foreign intervention on the 
behalf of the government. The 
means, of course, the huge fleets 
of bombing planes gladly desp- 
atched by Comrade Eden and the 
massive batteries effered by com- 
rade Rooselvet! Then he says: 

’"The stubborn resistance of the 
enemy to the Italian infantry in- 
evitably raised the question in the 
minds of the civil population: 
Have we been misled? While the 
"backs to the wall” propaganda of 
the Republicans had steeled their 
supporters to stem endeavor, in- 
surgent propaganda tended to sof 
ten theirs by prophesying easy and 
early success. The result is dis- 
quieting, most of all in Andalusia” 

ABSENCE OF COMBATIVITY 

Naturally all Spain is behind 
Von Franco, though the support 
is rather negative in character he 
finds it necessary to explain: 

"There is a great deal of un- 
seemly nervousness whenever it 
is rumored that a new class is 
about to be called to the Colors.” 




A iludy in altoholi. 



BANKRUPTCY APPROACH- 
ING? 

Difficulties of a material kind 
also hinder the victory of "law 
and order”, lack of manufactured 
goods, for Instance: 
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A SOVIET MILITARY SPECIALIST ON THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE JARAMA BATTLES 



"Though Italian textile manu- 
facturers stepped Into the breach 
created by the stoppage of trade 
With Catalonia, they are now find- 
ing difficulty in collecting pay- 
ment.” 

But this was not the only type 
of difficulty. “Pardonable exuber- 
ance on the part of the Moors and 
Legionaries returning from the 
front led to progressively earlier 
Closing of the bars, cabarets, and 
dance — halls a process that was 
acoelearted by the arrival of the 
quick tempered Italians.” Possibly 
it was not merely a question of 
quick temper, for. “Many of the 
Italians had previously been sta- 
tioned In Abyssinia. They brought 
with them habits acquired in that 
country. They assumed too readily 
that the Spaniard was a poor 
fighting man and made little at- 
tempt to hide that assumption. 
And, as a result, a certain grim 
satisfaction was felt when the 
news of the retreat from Brlhuega 
spread. Dislike was spiced with a 
touch of anger and contempt.” 

THE OLD OLD STORY 

like Primo de Rivera, Franco 
claims that he has put an end to 
the anarchy of the Popular Front 
rule. The Times mar* repeats this 
gag' “The dominance of the Casa 
del Pueblo and the trade unions”. 
(Checked by wholesale massacre 
of the working class.) “The arbi- 
trary decisions of the labor tri- 
bunals.” (Which insisted on wage 
rates being observed.) “The bands 
of sturdy beggars.” !!! “The inac- 
tion of the police.” (Which usual- 
ly failed to arrest fascist gunmen. ) 
“All these factors that made life 
always difficult and sometimes 
dangerous under the short rule of 
the Frente Popular are still me' 
mories of the recent past.” 

This represents the sum total of 
the complaints against the Frente 
Popular Government. Every com- 
rade will see that they are the 
time honored objections raised by 
the Thouroughly-confortable and 
the bourgeois Cafe Loungers 
against every progressive govern- 
ment. This gives even more value 
to the testimony of the London 
Times Correspondent. Atta Boy! 



(Continued from page 1.) 
centra ted on the Pinto-Valdemo- 
ro line, composed of three or four 
regiments, or eight or nine thou- 
sands men, with a support of at 
least a battalion of tanks and 
about 50 or 60 pieces of artillery, 
attacked a sector which for a long 
period had not been in action, and 
which was weakly defended”. 

This first attack was partly 



crowned with success. The rebels 
advanced in three directions, to 
the North towards Vaciamadrid, 
to the south towards Ciempozu^- 
los and in the center towards San 
Martin de la Vega. However, the 
Republican command, during the 
rebel plan, sent reinforcements in- 
to the threatened sector. After the 
taking by the rebels of Vaciama- 
drid, Ciempozuelos and San Mar- 
tin the counter attack began on 
the 9th of February on the Va- 
ciamadrid line, where the Manza- 
nares bridge was retaken. “On 
the 11th or 12th of February, 
continues Golubev, “and synchro- 
nized : with the arrival of reinfor- 
cements the rebel command di- 
rected its efforts towards the east 
in order to become masters of the 
Valencia road between Arganda 
and Perales, On the 11th, after 
intense artillery preparation the 
rebels succeeded In passing the 
Jarama River between Vaciama- 
drid and San Martin with a force 
of five battalions and a tank 
corps. On the 12th in spite of Re- 
publican oounter-attacks the fas- 
cists succeeded in broadening their 
lines on the left bank of the Ja- 



rama. They advanced four or five 
kilometers, effectuated a second 
crossing of the Jarama River to 
the south of San Martin, and ap- 
proached -the Pingarron heights. 

On the 13th and i4th of Fe- 
bruary, massing their reserves on 
the left bank of the Jarama, the 
rebels carried out a new thrust 
towards Arganda and Morata. The 
14th of February with a concen- 



trated attack of five or six bat- 
talions, 30 or 40 tanka and sup- 
ported by intense artillery fire, 
the rebels succeeded in advancing 
several kilometers along a six or 
seven kilometers front and in ap- 
proaching the Valencia highway. 
Nevertheless powerful counter- 
attacks supported by artillery and 
tanks stopped the rebel advance 
and pressed them back almost to 
their original positions”. 

Government troops begin terrific 
counterattack. 

The rebels showed no initiative 
on the 15th of February and their 
right flank, was repulsed without 
serious effort. That day’s action 
proved, according to Golubev, that 
the rebel shock troops under Or- 
gas were exhausted and incapable 
of achieving success. 

After having described the 
campaign of the second group of 
rebel forces attacking on the Gua- 
dalajara line, Golubev deals with 
the Republican counter-attacks 
which began on the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, On the 21st the Republ- 



ican forces reached the Jarama 
near San Martin, endangering the 
fascist right flank. On the 22nd 
and 23rd the loyal forces advan- 
ced two or three kilometers. A 
furious attack was opened by the 
fascists on the 24th of February 
with the intention of improving 
the position of their right flank, 
but this was nullified by the lo- 
yalist counter-attacks. Later go- 
vernmental Counter attacks, while 
they did not succeed in render- 
ing the fascist right flank unten- 
able, definitely put an end to the 
enemy’s initiative. 

In terminating his account, Go- 
lubev expressed his opinion con- 
cerning the campaign as a whole. 
He shows that the rebel objective 
has not been achieved. The fasc- 
ist advance has created certain 
comparatively unimportant diff- 
iculties for traffic along the Va- 
lencia road, but it has not. made 
things any easier for the fascists. 
The ire own Madrid front is prov- 
isioned by two routes only, of 
which one, that of Avila, is threat- 
ened by Republican forces, which 
occupied Robledo during the Ja- 
rama battles 

Finally, in a brief appreciation 
of the military value of the re- 
spective forces the Soviet techn- 
ician draws attention to the trem- 
endous powers of counter-attack 
{possessed by the Governmental 
troops. 



THE SPANISH AM- 
BASSADOR AT GENEVA 




ALVAREZ DEL VAYO 



THE MAP OF BLASTED HOPES 




General straterlo plan af fascist attack against Madrid. 
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SWISS PEOPLE BEHIND 
SPANISH REPUBLIC 

Organized by the Association of 
Friends of the Spanish Republic, 
a huge meeting was held which 
was attended by more than 2.000 
people that unanimously adopted 
a resolution in support of Spanish 
Democracy. The resolution says: 

“Two thousand wlss citizens 
united In the Victoria Hail of Ge- 
oeva express their indignation of 
the criminal bombardements of 
the civilian population of Spain 
by the Hitler and Mussolini avia- 
tors. We demand a complete 
change of attitude of the govern- 
ment of Switzerland toward Spain. 
We urge that the Spanish Go- 
vernment be energetically defen- 
ded against all those who are at- 
tempting to destroy It. We appeal 
to all those who believe in demo- 
cracy and to the working class 
to prepare to strengthen the vic- 
tory of the Spanish people, en- 
couraging unity of all Republican 
forces and giving organized aid." 

BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR 

RESPONDS TO PRESSURE 

Rockwell Kent, celebrated artist, 
headed a delegation representing 
various organisations, who protes- 
ted against the arch sentence 
passed on Brazilian leader Carlos 
Prestes. The ambassador officially 
promised that a commission would 
be allowed to visit Prestes and 
the other political prisoners. 

RESIGNATION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 

The Toklo government resigned 
recently. The anti government par- 
ties have constitued a bloc. The 
military, however are active, and 
demand an even more pro-fascist 
government. 



We have received the following 
telegram, which we are pleased to 
publish. 

Regret shortness of stay 
compels me to send written 
greetings to all friends of 
Spain especially my fellow 
Americans In International 
Brigade and hospital units 
Long Live the Spanish Re- 
public. — NORMAN THO- 
MAS. 



THE FIVE YEAR PLAN 

In the summer sowings, 25% of 
the land had already been sown 
by last May. The state collective 
farms filled the plan for the year 
to 63%. The Kolkovs sowed 71 
million hectares of land as against 
60 millions last year. 



BANK STRIKE 

The clerks of the Casablanca 
commercial bank, Morocco, have 
gon3 on strike for a rise in salary, 
and have occupied the premises. 
It Is remarkable that the hank 
clerks, last to take part in the so- 
cial movement, should go on 
strike. 



ON THE AMERICAN 
FRONT 

STEEL BATTLE ON 

Ninety-thousand stel workers, 
under the Commutes for Indus- 
trial Organization, walked out on 
strike when steel “bosses" refused 
to come to terms with the Steel 
Wo rke r&’Organlzing Committee. 
The strike is spread over 5 states 
taking In 15 cities. 

Embarrassed by the fact that 
some big steel plants have signed 
agreements, “Independent" Ame- 
rican firms, producing 40 per cent 
of the country’s steel, are prepar- 
ing for a fight to a finish with 
the C. I. O. 

President Murray, Pittsburgh 
C. I. O. chief, has exposed the fact 
that criminals and notorious 
gangsters are being used as strike- 
breakers. The steel plants have 
on hand large supplies of tear gas 
bombs, machine-guns, and rifles, 
which are placed at the disposal 
of the police-defenders of “law 
and order". Large supplies of food 
for the scabs who are being for- 
ced to remain inside the plants 
during the strike are being stored. 
One of them is reported to have 
bought refrigerators, beds, Unen, 
and other needs for the long siege. 

In Chicago 5 steel strikers were 
killed by police; many more were 
Injured In clashes on the picket 
line. Mass pickets around the 
plants demanded the immediate 
arrest of the perpertrators of the 
crimes, and the Immediate eva- 
cuation of the strikebreakers. 

Some steel plants have resorted 
to dropping of food by airplane to 
their "loyal" warkers jailed with- 
in the plants. 

MOKE GERMAN WORKERS 
CONDEMNED 

For the first, the German press 
has been compelled to admit the 
existence of numerous trials of 
German workers who are accused 
of sympathising with Republican 
Spain. It Is announced from Karl- 
sruhe that the tribunal of the 
town has sentenced E. Kemmp 
to 14 months hard labor, and 
A. Dingier to 6 months Imprison- 
ment. 

These two workers were accused 
of having wished to got to Ma- 
drid to enroll in the loyalist ranks 
to fight against international fas- 
cism. 



THE BARBER SHOP 




CleanllneitK In the rough. 







Celling the grub. 



DIANA (U. G. T.). — Larra, 6. Madrid 




THE POLICY OF BRITISH IMPERIALISM 



During the whole course of the 
Civil War and invasion of Spain 
no question has been put more 
frequently than the following; 
What Is the basis of the British 
Government’s policy towards 
Spain ? Again and again the attcn 
tension has been drawn to the ap- 
parently glaring paradox that an 
imperialist power whose moot 
vital interest demands the keep- 
ing of control over the Mediterr- 
anean should permit Italy and 
Germany to threaten of take that 
control from it. And with Italy 
installed in the Balearic Islands 
and Germany with powerful inter- 
ests in Spain and the North Coast 
of Africa opposite Gibraltar (Ceu- 
ta) the threat would become an 
accomplished fact. Or again, 
since it is evident that the fascist 
dictators are attempting to sur- 
round France with a ring of anti- 



democratic powers (a fascist 
Spain, Germany and Italy), why 
does not the British Government 
safe-guard its old and possibly 
future ally? To answer this qu- 
estion we must begin by asking 
two more. What is the British 
policy? and what is the National 
Government doing at home? 

TWO TYPES OF POLICY 

The first is a policy of so-called 
Non-Intervention whdch in effect 
has been connivance at I talo- Ger- 
man intervention. 

The second has been Mediation. 
The half-hearted and soon aband- 
oned attempt to disolve the whole 
struggle between foreign fascism 
and democracy in Spain. In this 
type of policy can be included the 
attempt to withdraw “non -Spanish 
combatants". 



Non-Intervention was undoubt- 
edly a British invention, forced 
upon France, whose Popular Front 
Government in July 1936 asked 
London whether it would support 
France In the invent of war break- 
ing out as a result of the Blum 
Government aiding Spain. The 
answer was that the French Go- 
vernment sould expect no aid 
from the British Government 

It must be noticed that the 

* 

British Govemement has persis- 
tently striven to Include the vio- 
lating powers, Italy and Germa- 
ny, within the machinery of Non- 
Intervention, knowing perfectly 
well that they would break their 
word. Today, after the bombard- 
ment of Almeria, the British Go- 
vernment Is still negotiation with 
Hitler and Mussolini to bring them 
back into the Control Committee 
which they have left In an effort 



to provoke war. In other words, 
the British Government Is prepa- 
red to tolerate any criminal hy- 
pocrisy provided no public decla- 
ration of war in made. 

At a certain stage mediation 
between Franco and the Spanish 
Government is proposed. This fan- 
tastic idea must have some sig- 
nificance: what is it? Is it the 
desire to put off a decisive event 
and by causing a state of stagna- 
tion and indecision to gain time 
or to shelve the whole issue ? 
Does It represent a desire to avoid 
a world out-break by persuading 
Hitler and Mussohnl to withdraw? 
If so, then it Is pouring a spoon- 
ful of oil on a raging ocean. Ne- 
vertheless, though its policy la 
actually ADVANCING the out- 
break of war, it appears that the 
British Government is PLAYING 
FOR TIME. 

(Continued en page 6) 




Once a Spanish city, PALMA DE MALLORCA Im now Italian. Fascists liave used the Cathedral as an ammunition damp. In this harhnr Italian 

ships are now Illegal? moored. 
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Pension law for defenders of 
democracy enforced by 
New Government 



ALL INTERNATIONAL 
RIGHTS MUST BE RETURNED 

TO SPAIN 



The “GACETA DE LA REPU- 
BLICA” for May 21, 1937, No. 141 
publishes the following decree: 

“Because the emergency beco- 
mes more pressing daily and be- 
cause the legal decrees concern- 
ing the rights of those who are 
fighting for the People and for 
the Republic’s cause have not been 
enforced and because the rules of 
procedure for obtaining pensions 
have not been made public, the 
following has been decreed: 

Following an agreement arrived 
at in the Council of Ministers, and 
after a motion by the President, 
the following has been decreed: 

Article 1.— All personnel within 
the cadres cf the armed unities of 
the Defense of the Republic 
against military rebellion, as well 
os the civilian functionaries which, 
within the same conditions have 
or will be rendered invalid after 
July 17th, 1930, within the terms 
and circumstances specified by 
articles 62, 63, and 64 of the 
St&tute of Pensions in force, shall 
have the right to receive a pen- 
sion, the amounts specified by the 
mentioned articles and by Art. 60 
and 61 of the same Statute in re- 
lation to the one which stipulates 
the salary of 10 pesetas pay for 
scldier 3 and corporals, volunteers 
and milicias not Included in the 
regular army payroll. 

Article 2. — The corps, units or 
dependents within which they shall 
have rendered their services, those 
afflicted by invalidity or disabled, 
shall be careful to continue to 
keep on their respective payrolls 
the names of the above mentioned 
cases until those interested shall 
have presented the legal papers 
of procedure here in described: 

a) Request t^fiie Director of 
the Public Debt and of Pensions 
to solicit the pension. 

b) A certificate made by the 
chief of the Corps or Unit in 
which the interested person was 
serving or in the supplementary 
case mentioned in article 2 of the 
War Ministery Circular ci Octo- 
ber 4, 1936. In this certificate 
there shall be described the war 
event in which the wound was 
received and also the salary re- 



ceived by the presumptive in- 
valid. 

c) A medical certificate accre- 
diting the invalid with the injur- 
ies claimed. 

Article 4 — The presentation of 
the above described file shall be 
sufficient for the Finance Trea- 
sury to include him in the pay- 
rolls* of the Pension Funds with 
the same pay they received when 
in active service, and starting 
with the date of exclusion from 
the original army unity. 

Article 6. — The Direction of the 
Pension Fund shall take cogni- 
sance of the files as described in 
article 4 and shall act according 
to the rule established by the Pen- 
sions Laws of September, 16, 1932. 

Article 6. — The Decree of Au- 
gust 11, and the supplementary 
orders shall be considered supple- 
mentary of this law with the 
exception of the food pension no- 
ted in article 4 of the order pre- 
viously mentioned. 

Article 7. — The President of the 
Minister’s Council and the Minis- 
ters of National Defense, Interior, 
Finances and Economy shall es- 
tablish the rules for its enactment. 

Valencia on May 19, 1937. — Ma- 
nuel Azana , President of the Re- 
public . — Juan Negrin, President of 
the Council of Ministers.” 



GENERAL MOLA 




Htf’w prettier now that he’tt got 
wings. 



A group of European workiilg 
class leaders have written a ma- 
nifesto asking the end of fascist 
aggression. 

A group of personalities well 
known in the International Labor 
Movement now in Spain, and 
among whom are; Julius Deutsch, 
Austrian; Luigi Gallo, and Pietro 
Nenni, Italians; Jean Delavigne, 
Beige; Francois Bilious, French 
and Franz Dahlem and Eeinrich 
Kuttner, Germans, have issued a 
manifesto which we publish here 
and which was the result of the 
dangerous situation provoked by 
the bombardment of Almeria. 

‘The bombardment of the open 
city of Almeria by the German 
warships, has proved that Inter- 
national Control Is only a fraud 
on the part of the Fascist Go- 
vernments. The International si- 
tuation has reached a dangerous 
point of tension. The fact that 
the fascist states have decided to 
no longer participate in the Con- 
trol proves that, after veiled inter- 
vention they are getting ready to 
carry out open war actions on 
Republican Spain, provoking the- 
reby a serious war danger for all 
Europe. 

In face of this, we feel obliged 
to declare that we are In every 
way on the side of the Spanish 
workers, which in their last ap- 
peals have demonstrated that they 
will remain united In the future, 
as they have in the past, In their 
fight against the fascist rebels, 
for the defense of liberty and for 
the Independence of Spain. 

These parties and organisations 
have asked the international work- 
ers movement to strengthen their 
solidarity towards Republican 
Spain with vigilant actions. These 
actions, if properly carried out 
can be as profitable on the poli- 
tical arena as they have been on 
the humanitarian field. 

We hope that workers organi- 
zations and all other anti-fascist 
forces of the world will give evi- 
dence of the same cohesion and 
'of the same indestructible unity 
In the fight against fascism, and 
we remind the workers that their 
goals have never been reached 
except thru their own exforts. 

The realization of this unity can 



end the vacilations and the equi- 
vocal moves of the governments 
which are in contact with the Po- 
pular Front Government of Spain. 
We ask them to concentrate all 
their forces towards obtaining the 
following: 

1. The withdrawal of German 
and Italian warships from Spanish 
waters. 

2. The end of all blockade 
against Republican Spain. 

3. To end the foreign interven- 
tion In Spain and to strongly op- 
pose fascist governments from in- 
creasing their intervention. 

4. To return to Spain all Its 
International Rights. 1 ’ 




A peaceful little street In Almeri*, 
now a shambles. 



U. S. OPINION STILL GROWING 

The Spanish Ambassador In 
Washington, Seftor De Los Rios, 
states that in North America, es- 
pecially in the United States, public 
opinion in support of the Spanish 
Republic is growing stronger day 
by day. 

SPANISH SHIP RELEASED 

The Washington Court of Ap- 
peals has Judged that the Spanish 
Merchant Ship “Novemar” is the 
property of the legitimate Spa- 
nish Government and has ordered 
the Brooklyn authorities to Im- 
mediately set It free. 
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THE GOVERNMENT TAKES ACTION 

• IN CATALONIA 



Aa one of the measures taken 
to prevent a repetition of the rec- 
ent disgraceful events in Catalo- 
nia, the Government on June 4th 
di solved the Pa trull as de Control 
(The Control Patrols). Some ex- 
planation of this may be useful. 

After the July days street vigi- 
lance and the control of communi- 
cations were necessarily in the 
hands of the Popular Front orga- 
nizations. While effective, there 
was naturally little organization 
of the work, with the result that 
far too much man and rifle power 
was used. Barcelona, long after all 
danger had passed, appeared full 




LUIS COMPANYS, President of the 
Generalltat of Catalonia, a staunch 
friend on the Popular Front. 



of an armed poulation. Rifles ne- 
vertheless were lacking at the 
front! Finally, in order to regula- 
rize this work, in October the Ge- 
nerality created the Patrullas in 
which were representatives of all 
parties On the whole this was a 
distinct improvement. 

Unfortunately, many elements 
were admitted who bore no loyalty 
to the Popular Front Government; 
Trotskyites, incontrollablee, and 
other disrupters. The result was 
that there were grave abuses in 
certain districts. As a result of 
these and of the diminished utility 
of the Patrols masses of people 
began to demand their suppres- 
sion. Some of these patrols even 
played an active part in the fasc- 
ist and counter-revolutionary ris- 
ing of May 6. 



THE PARTIES REACT 
AGAINST PATROLS 

On May 18, therefore, the Ple- 
num of the United Socialist Party 
demanded their suppression. Pre- 
viously, that party’s delegates had 
been withdrawn; the U. G. T. had 
already done the same. Then the 
Esquerra (Catalan Left Republi- 
can Party) ordered its representa- 
tives to withdraw because on the 
morning of the rising "the patrols 
received orders frankly hostile to 
the Government (Who gave these 
orders ? ) 

Meanwhile the special judge ap- 
pointed to enquire into the events 
of May 6 had been compelled to 
disolve individual patrols. For ins- 
tance, on the 23rd of May the Jum- 
quera Patrol on the French border 
was abolished. In this region some 
of the Patrols were working in 
conjunction- with terrorist bands, 
as at Orriol where the same Judge 
arrested 4 men who had taken 
part in the murder of 17 innocent 
people, mostly peasants who had 
objected to such things as forced 
collectivization. This band had te- 
rrorized a whole region, the villa- 
ges of Orriol, Vilahur, Calabuig 
and B&scara. At a house called 
Hostal de Dalt (The Upper Inn) 
a large store of modern arms was 
discovered. 



At Puigcerda th.s judge also 
unearthed a whr.ie arsenal of 
21 rifles of unspecified type, 79 
Remingtons, 26 Mausers, 20 Musk- 
ets, 26 Wir testers, 49 Carbines, 
384 S ho: -guns, 126 hand grenades, 
11 bo-.es of rifle ammunition, 74 
cases of dynamite, 4.000 percus- 
sion caps, a case of machine gun 
belts, two sub-machine guns and 
a mortar. The types indicate that 
this material had been stolen from 
the Aragon Front which the Trot- 
skyites say has been starved of 
arms by the Valencia Government 
acting on the orders of Moscow! 

THE LAST STRAW 

Than, during the Government’s 
search for arms in Barcelona the 
provocative role of the patrol was 
put beyond doubt. Assault guards, 
while searching a house for illegal 
arms, were shot at by members 
of a patrol. The National Guard 
who protested at an illegal house 
search by a patrol was murdered. 
Other crimes finally disgusted 
even their last supporters. With 
the people hating the incontrolla- 
bles of the "control’’, with res- 
ponsible organizations like the 
U. G. T., the Esquerra, and the 
United Socialist Party denounc- 
ing them, the Government disolv- 
ed the counter-revolutionary units 
on June 4th. 




ANTONIO General Secretary 

vf the U. G. T. of Catalonia, mur- 
dered by pn-Oudit element*. 



FASCIST CABINET PLOT SPOI- 
LED 

According to news from rebel 
Spain, June 7, was to be the day 
that a Government presided by 
General Bfola was to be institu- 
ted. This government was to ne 
formed under the oath of General 
Franco, chief of Nationalist Spain, 
without waiting for the BUI of 
Bilbao. 

Th® ex-Count De Rodezno, far- 
mer leader of the Carflst Party, 
was to have the Portfolio of Ad- 
ministrator of Foreign Affairs. 

The accomplishment of this 
scheme was prevented by the 
“unfortunate” death of the “be- 
loved” General Bote, and now It 
appears that in view of Indignant 
pressure by foreign countries to- 
ward the latest fascist atrocities 
the formation of this Illegal ca- 
binet will not take place, at least 
not at this time. The new chief 
of the fascist at Burgos Is Ge- 
neral Jordana, a fascist politician, 
bed-mate of Hitler and Mussolini. 

COLLECTS COMMISSION 

From reliable sources It Is lear- 
ned that the rich banker, Juan 
March, arrived at Gibraltar a few 
days ago after having raised 
S00, 000.000 francs for Franco 
abroad. Collecting fTfat his com- 
mission, he turned the balance 
over to his stooge, Franco. 




VICENTE URIBE and ALVAREZ DEL VAYO, two strong guarantees of 
progress and democracy in the New Government. 









4 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



THE ANTI-FASCIST FIGHT ON THE WHEAT FIELDS 

* 



The Spanish field workers and 
peasantry are on the eve of the 
climax of the agricultural year, 
the reaping, threshing and win- 
nowicg oi the wheat crops. Upon 
the successful carrying out of this 
work, undertaken at the end of 
June and throughout July, not 
only the prosperity of the field 
workers depends but the welfare 
of the anti-fascist army and the 
future of Spain. 

Before describing the measures 
taken- by the Popular rFont Go- 
vernment to assist this work it 
may be interesting to know how 
harvesting is done In Spain. Natu- 
rally there are many grades of 
technique in use from the most 
modem to the most primitive, As 
a general rule the methods will 
be quite different from those used 
in the States or in Great Britain. 

To begin- with reaping. Large 
collectives and cooperatives will 



possess reaping and binding ma- 
chinery, mostly imported from 
abroad, but a very large part of 
this work will be done by sickle 
and scythes. The comrades of the 
transport sevice may see the scy- 
the and cradle in use; with this 
tool a deft movement of the wrist 
leaves the wheat in a neat pile 
ready to be gathered into sheaves. 

THE THRESHING FLOOR 
SURVIVES 

It is in the threshing that the 
greatest difference is -to be seen-. 
To begin with the moat primitive 
tool, the flail. All comrades will 
know what this is, in principle 
two sticks of wood with a flexible 
Joint of leather or chain with 
which the wheat is beaten. This 
however is not much in use in 
Spain. Almost as primitive is the 
‘'trillo”, the oldest from of which 
Is still widely In use, particularly 



in the great mountain chains which 
are the feature of the Spanish 
landscape. The trillo is a kind of 
sledge on the underside of which. 
Instead of runners, are * rows of 
sharp flints embedded in the 
wood. (The artist has had a shot 
at drawing a trillo and a scythe 
and cradle.) More modem exam- 
ples have blades of metal, while 
trillos of industrial manufacture 
are fairly common. These are in 
principle the same hut have ranks 
of sharp edge steel discs or wheels 
instead of flints or blades. Thresh- 
ing machinery also exists. 

THE MEANING OF A PHRASE 

The manner of using the trillo 
is simple. Wheat Is thrown on to 
the era or threshing floor and the 
trillo is drawn round and round 
by an ox, horse or a mule (or 
yokes of them) thus cutting up 
the whole stalk and head Into a 



BEHIND THE LINES 




Sum mer work on wheat field*, no longer under the lash of the landlords and for their profit. 




A “trillo” and cradle scythe. 



mixture of chaff and grain. The 
biblical phrase “Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth the 
"com” refers to just this opera- 
tion. It is possible that comrades 
will already have noticed the 
“eras” or threshing floors. They 
look like small dancing floors and 
in fact during village feasts are 
often used for this purpose. Usua- 
lly circular, they may have a 
floor of beaten earth or Of brick 
paving or fine cobbles and very 
often are surrounded by a low 
wall, to prevent the wind blowing 
directly onto the floor and about 
the right height for talcing a 
breather. 

During the operation of thresh- 
ing the long stalks are raked out 
by women or children and from 
time to time the short chaff and 
grain are swept aside. This mixtu- 
re is then flung into the air for 
the wind to separate, this opera- 
tion being usually done by women. 
Motor-driven winnowing plant was 
gradually coming in, but was 
usually too expensive for the pea- 
santry. 

It is to this back-ground then, 
that the effort of the government 
and the Popular Front Parties 
must be related. 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
HAKES A CALL 

On the 8th of June the Natio- 
nal Agrarian Commission of the 
Communist Party issued a stir- 
ring appeal to the Popular Front 
masses, from which we take the 
following - : “Comrades, we are on 
the eve of the gathering of the 
wheat harvest. In conjunction 
with this there goe* a whole se- 
ries of cancrete measures to assu- 
re the people, bread. The pre- 
paration of the machinery, clean- 
ing of the grain stores, the creat- 
ing of shock brigades to work all 
necessary hours in competition, the 
opening of trenches or plowed 
areas to prevent spreading of fi- 
res on the larger sown expanses, 
and this in order to foil the in- 
cendiary activities of the enemy 
aviation; the helping of towns by 
other towns, etc.. In order that not 
a single grain remain ungathered 




A peasant-»o!dJer, a common »tffht 
now. 



and that not a single arm remain 
idle in the rear-guard. During 
this campaign in every town or 
village throughout loyai Spain, 
the Municipal Councils, the Agra- 
rian Committees, Administration 
Committees, Field Workers 
Unions, Collectives and Peasants 
Cooperatives must get together 




Typical Castilian peasant. 



to elaborate plans to guarantee 
the gathering in of the wheat 
crop. In all important towns 
Assistance Brigades must be for- 
med to go into the countryside..." 

In Madrid these shock brigades 
have already begun to be organi- 
zed. Groups of mechanics in par- 
ticular are being collected to tend 
the agricultural machinery. To 
bring all these operations into an 
orderly plan, to insure the pea- 
sants and field workers receiving 
justice and a fair price, as well 
as to conserve the grain in the 
most efficient way, the Minister 
of Agriculture has issued a decree 
signed by President Azafia and 
dated June the 7th. Summarized 
it is as follows: 

Article 1. The Minister is aut- 
horized to take over wheat crops 
on a basis of payment. The pro- 
portion necessary for seed will be 
reserved, as also that required for 
the collective or individual con- 
sumption of the owners of the 
crop. 

Article 2. Enacts that the local 
authorities shall furnish lists of 
crops and storage places and other 
necessary information to the agri- 
cultural authority of the region. 

Article 3. Chiefs of agricultu- 
ral departments will exercise ins- 
pection in order that Article 2 
shall be observed. 

Article 4. All operations in 
wheat shall he authorized by per 
mils taken out from the agricul- 



tural authorities iu purchasing re- 
gions and presented for Indorse- 
ment to authorities in selling re- 
^gioos. Applications from Bas- 
que and Catalan areas must be 
made direct to the Minister of 
Agriculture. No wheat may be 
moved without permit. 

Article 5. Permits will be gran- 
ted to municipal supply commit- 
tees and official organisms. All 
other bodies requiring special con- 
cessions must apply to the Mi- 
nister. 

Article 6. Neither provincial 
nor municipal councils shall pla- 
ce taxes on wheat. Regulation 
of wheat commerce is entirely in 
the hands of the Minister. 

Article 7. A11 other regulation 

are annulled. The present law 
shall be presented to Cortes (Par- 
liament or Congress). 

The Minister of Agriculture re- 
cently declared that it was neces- 
sary, in order to encourage pro- 
duction, to guarantee to the gro- 
wers that they shou! 1 not be des- 
poiled by "incontroliable.s", and 
that a fair price should be given 
for produce. In this decree we 
see that he has kept his word. 
No more chaos in agriculture! No 
more so called "socialization" 
against the will of the peasants! 
In this way the civilian popula • 




The editor does thin sometimes for 
swank. 



tion and the army will be gua- 
ranteed their bread without which 
the Spanish people cannot defeat 
the fascist invaders. All success 
to the Minister of Agriculture! 



NOTE 

The printer of last week's 
edition robbed 5.400 of the 
meals. In the article “The 
Development of the Peo- 
ple's Army", subchapter 
“The beginnings of a Cen- 
tral Intendencla" we inten- 
ded to say that the Villecas 
unit of the Communist Par- 
ty supplied 6.000 meals a 
day not 000. We ask rea- 
ders to excuse spelling mis 
takes us the Spanish com- 
rades who set up the “Vo- 
lunteer” find the English ■ 
language more troublesome 
than the roadc rs f i nd the 
Spanish. 




JEAN HARLOWE DIES 
IN HOLLYWOOD 



Jean Harlow e, well known mo- 
tion picture actress, died In Holly- 
wood a few days ago. 

Although she was often com- 
pelled to act In insipid or even 
reactloonary roles, she always 
succeeded in relieving the boredom 
or vileness of the plot by su|>erb 
acting. Jean Harlow t? was on#» oi 
that little hunch of actors, who 
for years worked towards The 
unionization of the motion picture 
Industry. Before her death she 

saw the crai t organized, and in 

% 

mill tan l act ion. 




BELGIUM GOVERNMENT GI- 
VES 

The Van Zeeiaud Government 
of Belgium has just contributed 
230.000 francs to the Internatio- 
nal Committee of the C ruz Roj.* 
for the aid of Loyal Spain. In the 
past week more than 100 maso 
meetings were held to express the 
solidarity of the Belgium workers 
fur the Spanish people. 
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THE POLICY OF 

(Continued from pig* I) 

WHAT IS IT DOING AT HOME? 

The outstanding, mountainous 
fact la that the British Govern- 
ment la conducting a terrific re- 
armament. In the course of the 
next 5 years it proposes to spend 
at least 10.500 million pounds or 
42.000 million dollars! It will 
spend 88 million pounds in 1937 on 
the Air Force alone, while 143 
warships are at present in cons- 
truction, 5 of them giant battle- 
ships and 20 the most modern 
type of cruiser. British industry 
is thus being converted in a start- 
ling manner a war basis, with a 
consequent beera in engineering 
stocks. 

AGAINST WHOM IS THE BRI- 
TISH GOVERNMENT ARMING? 

It Ls the British Empire which 
the Government seeks to defend, 
naturally, and principally what 
may be called the Great Line to 
the Far East; that line of exploi- 
tation which leads through the 
Mediterraean Colonies and areas 
of influence, Palestine, Arabia, 
Egypt and the Sudan, and on- 
ward Past Kenya to the center 
point of India, thence to East In- 
dies, Borneo, New Guinea, the 
British interests in Malaya and 
Anally Singapore and Hong -Kong 
and the huge capital investments 
in Southern and Central China. 

The three danger points are 
obviously the Far East, the Medi- 
terranean, and the English Chan- 
nel. The first no doubt has hitherto 
been the most likely spot for an 
outbreak of war, the English 
Channel has certainly been the 
most vital strategically. It beco- 
mes more vital to control It now 
that the war peril has so drama- 
tically shifted to Europe. The 
question, therefore, Is who might 
gain control of the Channel and 
the Mediterranean and how can 
that be avoided, according to the 
British Government, until such 
time as its rearmament is comple- 
ted? 

BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY IN 

POST WAR PERIOD 

A brief analysis of this will 
help us to answer the question 
against whom Is Britain arming. 
It would have seemed most rea- 
sonable for Great Britain to have 



BRITISH IMPERIALISM 

firmly supported a general policy 
of International Disarmament and 
collective security (but without a 
great army and navy, how could 
India and the Eastern possessions 
be forced to remain in the Em- 
pire?) This the British Govern- 
ment has not done. It has done 
the contrary. Failing to strenghten 
the League of Nations and failing 



elsewhere to pursue peace poli- 
cies. In 1931, for instance, the 
United States Government twice 
vainly approached the British Go- 
vernment to get It to issue a joint 
protest against Japanese aggres- 
sion in Manchuria. The British 
Government preferred to shift the 
Far Eastern war danger north- 
wards, away from Hong-Kong, and 



TOWARDS THE U. S. S. R. 
BORDER 

Yet another paradox present it- 
self, the fact that the British Go- 
vernment and the British finan- 
cial oligarchy has aided German 
rearmament and has pursued a 
policy toward the Hitler Govern- 
ment which has undoubtedly in- 
creased its arrogance. Not only 
did Hitler find financial help in 
the city, but the master trust Im- 



perial Chemical Industry has sup- 
plied Germany with the vital war 
necessity nickel. Why has the 
British Government taken this 
line? 

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT’S 
FEAR OF COMMUNISM 

Here lies the key to the con- 
fusion and contradiction in the 



foreign policy of the reactionary 
British bourgolsie, Whatsoever 
problem emerges in the world it 
is Communism which is at the 
bottom of it. If the masses of In- 
dia demand their liberty, it is 
Communism. If there is trouble in 
the Far Bast, then the Commun- 
ists are about to drench China in 
b’oed. The French Popular Front 
Government is Communist, the 
Spanish Government, above all 
when it defends Itself, is yet 
another mask for the Communist 
Peril. And above all, seeing and 
hating the tremendous successes 
of the Soviet Union, the British 
Government turns toward Hitler 
rs a dam to the Red Flood. 

And yet there can be no doubt 
that it was primarily the fear of 
German rearmament which promp- 
ted the British Government to its 
present colossal arms drive. Es- 
pecially when Hitler and Goering 
demand the restoration of former 
German Colonies and begin to en- 
tertain speculations such as “if 
we had only a tiny fraction of the 
British Empire.” But there was 
another outlet for German Impe- 
rialism, mentioned by Hitler ut the 
Nurenburg Congress of the Nazi 
Party. The Ukraine. 

And that provides the solution. 

‘ ‘Why not remove the peril of 
Communism and the danger of 
German Imperialism by encourag- 
ing Hitler to attack the U.S.S.R.!” 
This was the brilliant idea which 
the British bourgolsie conceived. 
Meanwhile, playing always for ti- 
me, the British Government piles 
up a crushing mountain of armn- 
ment (crushing to those who will 
have to provide toe profits and 
the interests). The armaments iray 
be necessary. If Germany attacks 
the U. S. S. R. and is beaten? .. 
Or if in the last resort the British 
Government decides to go to the 
aid of Hitler against the Moscow 
terror?... Or if Hitler strikes at 
a spread-eagled and shaky Empi- 
re? In any case 10.500 million 
pounds invested and yielding pro- 
fits will provide some comfort. 
Therfore, for the present play for 
time. Even if Spain be martyrized 
because of a sightless and blunde- 
ring policy which actually brings 
war nearer by strenghtening fas- 
cism. 

IS THERE ALTERNATIVE 
POLICY? 

Perhaps it was not simple eop- 
fusion that prompted the British 
Government’s Non - Intervention 
policy. Aware of the canker at 
the heart of British Capitalism, 



L I T V ! N O F 




Champion of a regenerated and effective League of Nations. Feared by 

Hitler and Mussolini. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT 

IN BRITAIN 




North coast of Mallorca. Italians hop© to fortify this and make a new 

Gibraltar. 



confronted with “dissension” in 
the Empire the British Governe- 
ment began to look longingly 
at the apparent fascist solution 
and to think that Democracy 
was dangerous. Democracy began 
to look like Communism; espe- 
cially Spanish democracy. The 
Spanish Popular Front Govern- 
ment of February 1936, liberal in 
program, and without a single So- 
cialist or Communist among its 
ministers was yet another danger. 
Fearing a European war would 
break out before it was armed to 
the teeth, yet fearing the Popular 
Front democracies as well, the 
British Government adopted its 
present confused and disgraceful 
line towards Spain. A line which 
brings Its own nemesis in the 
strengthening of German and Ita- 
lian Imperialisms. 

Yet had the Western Democra- 
cies taken a firm line and given 




AkMite. T)m footmarks of fascism. 



the Spanish Government its rights 
under the Covenant of the Leagut 
of Nations there would have beei 
no world, war, and collective :,e- 
curity would have received a 
mighty access of strength. Hitler 
and Mussolini would not hive 
pitted themselves against a ieso- 
lute world. There was another 
line, the line of the Soviet Union 
and Popular Front. The way of 
democracy and peace. 

i.t is from this stand point that 
we must view the recent appeal 
of the Spanish, Socialist and Com- 
munist Party and the U. G. T. 
To their respective Internationals 
demanding unity of action in 
defence of Spanish democracy. It 
is not too late! If the world pro- 
letariat, and with it the progres- 
sive middle classes, begin a sweep- 
ing drive for a change of policy, 
above all if the Labor Party, and 
the English Trade Unions begin 
such a campaign the British Go- 
vernment may yet be forced to 
abide by the Covenant of the Lea- 
gue of Nations and come to the 
aid of Spain. The British Govern- 
ment might even be driven out f 
office. What will the Second In- 
ternational and the I. F. T. U. do? 

One thing is certain the Spanish 
people will fight on, and with them 
the true democrats of the Inter- 
national Brigades until the fas- 
cist invader is defeated. On Span- 
ish soil the freedom of the world 
is being defended. 



What do the Second Inter- 
national and the I. F. T. U. 
mean? 

To the demands of Spanish dem- 
ocrats foi* united action among 
the three great Internationals De 



The advancing movement of the 
industrial workers in Britain has 

i 

suffered a severe blow as a result 
of the settlement in the London 
Busmens strike and the proposed 
Miners General strike. 

In both instances the workers 
have failed to achieve their full 
demands, but in the case of the 
Haworth miners they have gained 
recognition of the M. F. G. B. and 
by the fus on with the Spencer 
Union tlv miners as whole are 
in a sponger position to exercise 
cont ol over the Spencer officials. 

I’he fight of the Raworth mi- 
r.ers was weakened due to the 
sectional character of the Miners 
Federation of Gt. Britain, the Fe- 
deration being composed of Dis- 
trict unions, one of which was the 
Nottinghamshire Miners Union. 
The strike has shown the serious 
need for a single Union with cen- 
tral policy. 

The Busmens strike was ham- 
pered at the outset by the refusal 
of the E. C. of the Transport and 
General Workers Union, to allow 
the Tramwaymen to come out 
alongside the Busmen. 

The decision of the E. C. in or- 
dering the men back to work on 
the vague possibilities of a se- 
ven and a half hour day, has 
created great anger and disppoint- 
ment among the men. 

Despite these experiences the 
wave of unrest is rising. The Ftail- 



Brduckere of the Second Intern- 
ational has replied that the Pres- 
ident and Secretary have not the 
necessary powers to adhere to the 
Committee of United Action pro- 
posed by Dimitroff. 

It is the U. G. T. organ “Cla- 
ridad”, in its number of the 10th 
of June, which makes the follow- 
ing bitter comment. “The I.F.T.U. 
and the Second International are 
boycotting all organic and effic- 
ient action on the part of the In- 
ternational proletariat in favor of 
Republican Spain." 

But this must not be allowed 
to continue, the call must go out 
again, from the Spanish mass or- 
ganizations, from Comrade Dimi- 
troff, from every sincere demo- 
crat in the three Internationals. 
The Second International must 
change its policy. The peace of 
the world demands it. The mas- 
ses demand it. 



way Companies have rejected the 
men's demands for Increased wa- 
ges and improved conditions. The- 
re is a vepy strong feling among 
the Rail men that the demands 
should be taken to the National 
Tribunal and if refused that strong 
action ahoula be taken. 

The Association of Postmasters, 
the National Union of Clerks, the 
International Textile Workers and 
the Co- ope rati vo Womens confe- 
rence have all gone on record for 
the 40 hour week. 

The Silversmiths hawe won all 
round wage increases whilst the 
engineers, dockers, aircraft wor- 
ker*, insurance officers and engi- 
neers in the chemical industry are 
all advancing wage claims. 

The movement shows every sign 
of developing and has a real ba- 
sis In the cost of living which has 
risen sinde 1933 by 2s 4d. in the 
pound afid the terrific speed up 
in industries, which has been in- 
tensified in connection with the 
national government’s rearma- 
ment programme. 




Mister MI’SSOLIXI In absolutely 
shameless. 



YUGOSLAV STUDENT 
PROTEST 

Hundreds og Yugoslak stu- 
dents demonstrated recently befo- 
re a Belgrade hotel occupied by 
the German Government official 
schemer, Von Neurath, protesting 
and shouting "Down with fas- 
cism" and "Down with Hitlerism". 

The police dispersed the demons- 
trators and arrested a number of 
them. 
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CONGRESS OF THE BRITISH 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

The Fourteenth Congress of the tion in Barcelona and that of 



Ccmmunist Party of Gt. Britain, 
which was held recently, was one 
of the most important ever held 
in the history of the British work- 
ing class movement. Five hun- 
dred delegates attended along 
with many visitors from other 
working class organisations. 

The Congress was remarkable 
from the outset by its high note 
of enthusiasm, which was parti 
cularly demonstrated when com- 
rade D. F. Springhalt, who was 
wounded in the fighting on the 
Jarama front, rose to move an 
emergency resolution on the Spa- 
nish struggle. 

The Congress adopted a strung 
note of condemnation of the Bri- 
tish National Government, which 
in the terms of the resolution, 
was ‘‘attempting to reinforce 
Franco’s efforts to carry through 
a blockade of Spanish ports"... 
has consistently helped Franco 
by its support of the policy of 
non-intervention and who tngethe: 
with Hitler and Mussolini is the 
main accomplice of Franco". 

The Congress stated that the 
"mediation” proposals of the Bri- 
tish Govt, were designed to save 
Franco from defeat and to dvr y 
the legal rights of the Spanish 
Democratic Government. The 
Congress stressed the heavy res 
ponsibility which lav upon the 
leadership uf the Labour Party 
and Trade Union Congress for 
having weakened the fight of de- 
mocracy against the fascist ons- 
laught, by its support of the Go- 
vernment policy of ‘’nun-interver.- 
t ion" and retusal to undertake 
any campaign in support of the 
Spanish People. 

A glowing tribute was paid by 
lhe Congress to the Bntish Batta- 
lion which it declared "has saved 
fh> honour of the Brttish u'orkinff 
i ins# movement " . 

The Congress emphasised its 
complete solidarity with the no,. 
Ft-oples Front Govt, in Spain and 
the policy which it has outlined 
and sharply condemned the Trot ; 
kyist P. O. U. M. for its attempt 
provoke armed warfare in the 
rear “in the interests of Fr«*nco”. 
.1 K. Campbell sharply criticised 
the I. L P. fur its support of Lhe 
I*. (». U. M. exposing the I. L. P.'s 
false analogies between the situa- 



Russia in 1917 during the Ke- 
rensky period. 

Campbell pointed out the histo- 
rical and practical difference in 

V “ 

the two situations; Ke . nsky re- 
presented the fundamental forces 
of Russian capitalism. Neither 
the Government of Catalonia or 
the Republic is Kerensky. They 
represent the Popular masses and 
the decisive influence is in the 
hands of the working class orga- 
nisations. 

jThc fundamental forces of 
Spanish capitalism are represen- 
t'd by General Franco ! 




\ ft**r un aerial bumhurtlnrwMit of 
Valencia. 



Harry Pollitt stated that “we 
are seriously desirous of working 
with the I. L. P. and every other 
working class organisation but 
we cannot tolerate any longer a 
situation where unity is made the 
cover for disruption and disinte- 
gration' . 

The Congress demanded free- 
dom of trade for the Spanish Go- 
vernment withdrawal of Italian 
and German ships and troops, the 
application of League Sanctions 
against the Fascists, material aid. 
refuge for the Spanish children 
and support for the British Bat- 
alion. 

Greetings from Lhe Congress 
w-ere sent to the British and 
Irish comrades and to the Ame- 
rican Battalion. 



BRITISH ARMY RESERVISTS 
AND PALESTINE 

The annual conference of the 
British Legion adopted a resolu- 
tion expressing Its dismay at the 
lack of provision for the return 
to regular employment of reser- 
vists who had recently been called 
to the colours for service in Pa 
lestine. The mover of the resolu- 
tion Can! tain E, A. Jones stated 
that It made him wonder at the 
Intelligence of the government de- 
partments concerned in expecting 
young men to join the colours 
when they would not look after 
the reservists after a special job 
of work. 

RESULTS OF Mr. DUFF CO- 
OPER'S RECRUITING CAM- 
PAIGN 

The results of Mr. Duff Co- 
oper's recruiting campugn as sta- 
ted In the House of Common * by 
Mr. Hore Belisha, his successor 



RICH DODGE TAXES 

In a preliminary report of an 
investigation by the United Sta- 
tes Treasury, President Roosevelt 
reveals to Congress, that a “mi- 
nority of very rich Individuals” 
are deliberately evading taxation. 
He asks that an end to this prac- 
tice be immediately put Into 
effect. 




are. 

A defficlency In the regular ar- 
my on May 1st this year of 24.670 
as compared with 11.755 a year 
ago. 

A defficlency in the territorial 
army en May 1st was 49.634 as 
compared with 49.184 In the pre- 
vious year. 

DAILY WORKER TIPS DERBY 
WINNER 

Cay ton of the Daily Worker sco- 
red a tremendous success by tip- 
ping Mid-Day to win the Derby. 
His selection was made in the 
same clear and unmistakable man- 
ner which Is a feature of the ad- 
vice given in the worker's paper. 
The Dally Worker was the only 
national dally newspaper to give 
Mid-Day Sun. To cap It all Cay- 
ton’s nap Water bird also won. 
This Double on the Tote was paid 
out at 44 pounds for a unit stake. 
Here’s Health! 



On receiving the news of the 
bombardment of Almeria, the 
London District of the C. P. im- 
mediately organised a mass lob- 
bying of M. P's. at the House of 
Commons and a great protest de- 
monstration in Hyde Park to be 
followed by a march through 
Central London, 



The latest world shaking Invention. 
Mutter from coal bricks (for prole- 
tarian consumption). 



I . g. WAR SHIP IN FLAMES 

The “Ludington", United States 
war transport ship, with a cargo 
of high explosives on the high 
seas, went up in flames. The 
steamship “Limonray” and others 
went to its aid upon reoelvlng its 
S. O. S. call. 

STEEL STRIKE STILL ON 

The steel strikes Including mo- 
re than 150.000 workers In the 
states of Illinois, Iowa, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, continues with In- 
creased violence In some quarters. 

The strikers are displaying ex- 
cellent solidarity and refuse to 
give in unless their chief objetlve 
Is conceded to them by the steel 
employers, that Is — the recogni- 
tion of the C. I. O. as their collec- 
tive bargaining agency. 

On the outskirts of Chicago 
thousands of strikers picket 
around a steel mill which has col- 
lected 2.000 professional strike- 
breakers from the human garba- 
ge dumps of the city. Scores of 
well-armed police and deputized 
guards escort these “scraps” into 
the plant. 









V o I . I - N.* 5 Madrid, June 22 - 1937 



APPEAL OF SPANISH WORKERS 

ORGANIZATIONS 



On June 2nd the Spanish Socia- 
list and Communist Parties and 
the U. G. T. appealed to the Com- 
munist and Socialist Internationals 
and to the International Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions asking them 
yet again to undertake common 
action of the most determined kind 
against the Fascist intervention 
in Spain. The next day Dimitrov 
made known the text of a tele- 
gram sent by the Communist In- 
ternational to the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals to es- 
tablish unity of action to defend 
the Spanish people. 

De Brouckere’s replied, stating 
that while they realised more 
than ever the need for energetic 
action, neither the Chairman nor 
the Secretary had the power to 
act on their own initiative. 

Such a formal reply in face of 
such grave issues brought many 




Dias, 




protests. The leaders of the 2nd 
International could not refuse the 
demands of the Spanish worker 1 
organisations in the face of the 
grim realities of the struggle in 
Spain and the rapidly growing 
demand of the workers throug- 
hout the world, for action in sup- 
port of the Spanish people. 

Socialists agree to meet. 

De Brouckere sent a furher 
telegram to Dimitrov saying 
“We too believe it is essential to 
reach an agreement on action on 
behalf of Spain and without ne- 
edless delays'* and asked the Com- 
munist International to inform 
him of the place of meeting. 




Luigi Geiio, left. 



Inspector of the Brigades to at 
tend the meeting. 

The Communist International 
lmm ed lately appoin ted comrades 
Thorez and Cachin of France, 
Jos6 Diaz leader of the Spanish 
Communist Partie, Franz DabJem 
of Germany and Luigi -Gallo, of 
the Italian Communist Party and 
Ihspector of the International 
Brigades as their representatives 
at the meeting in Paris on the 
19th of June. 

The Republican press received 
the news with general satisfac- 
tion. A number of newspapers 
regret the costly delay which has 
occurred and consider the meeting 
as a victory of the working mas- 
ses throughout the world. 



A Victory for working cfoss 
solidarity. 

The fact that the meeting is to 
take place Is in Itself a tremen- 
dous achievement for working 
class solidarity. But can we fed 
entirely confident that even at 
this late hour there will be no voi- 
ces In the meeting raised against 
united action? 

Because of previous experiences 
we are forced to believe that if 
any such opposition arises, it will 
be voiced by representatives of 
the British Labour Party, and 
this would be exceedingly dange- 
rous because of the decisive in- 
fluence which the British labour 
movement commands in the coun- 
cils of the Second International. 

A tremendous responsibility 




Marcel Cachin. 



Maurice Thorez. 
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General Luckacs is dead, he died a leader 
and a hero of the International Brigades 



m*ts upon the British working 
&aas to insist that the meeting 
decides for action and to ensure 
that action is energetically car- 
ried out. 

All of U 0 are in touch with 
working class organisations back 
home and each of one us has the 
duty of informing our comrades 
outside Spain of their great ree- 
ponsabihtee and what this unity 
of action by the two great Inter- 
nationals can accomplish. 

The tremendous weight of opi- 
nion which has compelled this 
meeting must be strengthened by 
thousands of resolutions deman- 
ding not only food, money and 
medical supplies, but above all 
overwhelming pressure on the 
gcverments to end the tragedy 
of “non-intervention” which aids 
the Fascists; to outlaw the Fas- 
cists and secure the withdrawal 
of German and Italian ships and 
soldiers; to give the Goverment 
of Spain its full rights to procu- 
re war materials abroad. 

This is no easy task, for too 
much time has already been lost, 
but it is well within the powers 
of the two Internationals at a ti- 
me when the people of the world 
are revolted at the crimes of 
Fisc Lsm. 



LANCASTER, PA. LOCK 
WORKS SHUT AS WORKERS 
WALK OUT 

LANCASTER, Pa. — Fralm 
Lock Works is shut down through 
the courage of a group of workers 
who shut off the electric switch 
early Wednesday morning In pro- 
test against $14 for 58-hour weeks 
and for refusal of Old Sam Fraim 
to negotiate terms with the C.I.O. 
Into which most of the workers 
are organized. 



AL SMITH IN ROME 

Our old friend, Wall Strett 
Brown Derby strutter, former Go- 
vernor of Naw York, once Demo- 
cratic Presidential candidate, A1 
Smith, is in Rome visiting Musso- 
lini. It is well known that Smith 
Is a vigorous fascist supporter. 

While in the city he prayed at 
St. Peter's after being escorted to 
Che altar by two Swiss guards. 
And he was received in private 
audience by Pope Pius XI at his 
summer home. To mark the occa- 
sion the Pope presented Mr. Smith 
an autographed ml nature. The 
gift to the Pope was a ml nature 
Empire State Building of gold. A 
good symbol of a me r loan capita- 
lism. 



General Luckacs (Matei Jalka ) 
one of the very best commanders 
of the International Brigades , is 
dead. He died, hit by a grenade , 
while inspecting the terrain over 
which his unit was to operate. 

He d'ed like a hero on the front 
line, at the head of his troops , 
as the generals of the people know 
how to die , the generals of the 
glorious Spanish popular Army. 

An e x perienced commander, 
and a brillian t cavalry o fficer, 
well known writer on military 
questions, a courageous Hungarian 
antifascist fighter. General Luc- 
kacs was one of the first to offer 
hs experience, his knowledge, his 
wisdom and his courage to the 
cause of Spanish Freedom. 

To the appeal of the Spanish 
people, cowardly attacked by the 
rebel generals, traitors to their 
Country , and threatened by the 
airplanes and by the bombs of in- 
ternational fascism, General Luc- 
kacs, like a thousand others from 
all lands, left his peaceful activi- 
ties to come to Spain and fight 
for the freedom of a brother peo- 
ple and for the independence and 
Vberty of all peoples. 

He wcls General and Comman- 
der of one of the greatest of the 
International Brigades. He was 
friend and brother of all fighters 
for liberty, he is a hero among 
the thousand of heroes who, in 
this epic war against fascism, 
make great the name of Spain and 
continue the noblest traditions of 
heroism. 

He was at Vn ; /versity City, dur- 
ing the memorable November 
days, when the heroic defense of 
invincible Madrid began. He was 
at Pozuelo de Alarcdn, at Boadii- 
la del Monte, at Mirabuena, at 
Majadahonda, on the Jarama, at 
Guadalajara. 

He was always at the head of 
his unit, shoulder to shoulder with 
the most famous Brigades of the 
new Spanish popular army. He 
wrote memorable pages of milita- 
ry power and wisdom, pages 
which will remain in history , 

In a few days he made his unif 
into a model of organization, of 
willingness to fight and of capa- 
city for action. 

He was among the most con- 



vinced supporters for the Popular 
Front Government's orders for the 
creation of a strong army, united 
and disciplined, under a unified 
command , 



The blind destiny of war has ta- 
ken from the Popular Army one 
of its best Generals; has deprived 
us of one of our best Comman- 
ders, has taken from us a leader, 
a Comrade, a friend. 

His teachings, hoicever, remain. 
The magnificent military cadres 
trained by his schooling and by 
hs example also remain; his 
splendid unit will continue its tra- 
ditions of courage and combati- 
v'ty. 

Evei'y Spanish fighter, evety 
volunteer for liberty, bows before 
the remains of the great hero. The 
colors carried in many battles and 
though many victories , are lowe- 
red for a moment. 



But in the name of General Luc- 
kacs himself, our great lost he- 
ro, our flags are lifted again, on- 
ce more to be carried forward, in 
the epic war of the Spanish peo- 



ple, in defence of its liberties and 
of its independence and in defen- 
ce of the future of progressive hu- 
manity. 

LUIGI GALLO 

Inspector-Commissar 
of the International Brigades. 



ITALY CANT PAY U. S. WAR 
DEBT 

In a note, by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of State, to the Italian Go- 
vernment demanding payment of 
its war debt, Mussolini, through 
his Italian Ambassador at Wash- 
ington replied that Italy is not in 
a position to meet any financial 
obligations at this time. 
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Spanish news in brief 



THE HEIGHT OF CYNICISM 



June 15. — The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Catalan U. G. T. has 
annouced that it will not enter 
into any conversation with the 
C. N. T. until it has received an 
answer to its proposals for a 
unity pact made on the 22d of 
May. 

June 16. — The police have sei- 
zed 3.000 bombs in possession of 
incontrollables! The war ministry 
has at once sent the bombs to the 
front. No doubt POUM will pro- 
test against this counter-revolu- 
tionary use of bombs. 

June 16. — Comrade Luckacs 




and other anti-fascist heroes of 
the International Brigades recen- 
tly killed in Aragon front were 
solemnly buried in Valencia. The 
ministers of Defcr.se, Agriculture 
and Education, Comrades Prieto, 
Uribe and HeroAndez, beside Al- 
varez Del Vayo and other Govern- 
ment figures were among the 
guard of honor. Comrade Gallo, 
Inspector of the International Bri- 
gades was also present, with lead- 
ing representatives of the Spanish 
Socialist and Communist Parties. 

June 17. — A Plenum of the Spa- 
nish C. P. has been convened. 
First problem to be studied is 
that nf the creation cf One Uni- 
ted Proletarian Party and the 
strengthening of th? Popular 
Front. 

June 17.- The police have arres- 
ted the five principal leaders of 
POUM Andres Nin, Jorge Arqucr. 
David P6rez. Andrade and O t z, 
Nin has been transfered to a Va- 
lencia prison. 

June 17, -Vigorous and succes- 
sful offensive on the Huesca front. 
We wish to draw the mention to 
the fact that the Aragon front 



Yesterday in the House of 
Commons the Sartorial Expert, 
Mr. Eden, announced “The Ger- 
man and Italian Governments 
from today onward recommence 
their collaboration in the work of 
the committee of Non-Interven- 
tion and the Sub Committee of 
Control. The House will note that 
both Governments have taken 
this position without receiving 
the securities demanded from both 
parties in the Spanish conflict. M 

It would be hard to beat this 
for cynical insolence. When a 
German battleship fires on Go- 
vernment's planes, and they reply, 
the German Control Fleet at once 
sails to Almeria and commits an 
act of war which even no decent 
belligerent would undertake. The 
German and Italian Governments 
at once demand 'securities’, and 
Eden, not content with the farce 
of demanding these frem the Po- 
pular Front Government, makes 
a hypocritical pretence of impar- 
tiality by demanding that Fran- 
co’s airplanes shall not bomb Ger- 
man battleships! This is, of cour- 
se, in case German battle-ships 
should ever open fire on Franco’s 
planes! 

The following is a summary of 
the text which Eden has sent both 
to the Spanish Government and to 
Franco: “First. It is begged of 
both parties that they give defini- 
tive securities that they will res- 
pect foreign warships cn th? high 



has become INTENSELY ACTIVE 
since the work cf reorganization 
begun by General Pozas, nomina- 
ted by Valencia Govemmcn nd 
welcomed by Catalan Popular 
Front Organizations. 

JUNE 19. -Fourteen more lo- 
aders of the P. O. U. M. we:? ar- 
rested amongst them the Editor 
rf “La Batalla". The whrlc of 
the buildings printing shops, and 
offices of the P. O. U. M. organ 
and every office and building of 
the Trotskyite party in Barcelo- 
na have been seized by the Go- 
vernment. Later in the day 50 
more arrests were made. In the 
San Gervasio barracks of the 
P. O. U. M. several thousand com- 
plete uniforms and military out- 
fits were found. 

JUNE 19. — Andres Nin has been 
transferred to Madrid. 



seas or elsewhere and that they 
will take measures such that their 
sea and air forces observe these 
securities. Secondly. With the ob- 
ject of avoiding attack or injuries 
to foreing warships of the Control 
when situated in ports of one or 
the other side, both parties are 
asked to make arrangements 
with the four Powers (of the Con- 
trol) naming Spanish ports which 
can be used as bases by such 
warships and appointing safety 
regions in these ports. Third. Both 
parties must understand that eve- 
ry infraction against the security 
cf attacks against Control war- 
ships will be considered as a ques- 
tion affecting the common inte- 
rests of the Four Powers. Inde- 
pendent of whatever rapid means 
of legitimate defense may be 
judged necessary by the attacked 
warships, the Four Powers will 
seek an immediate agreement 
among themselves about what 
measures to take, taking into con- 
sideration the point of view of 
the interested Government." 

What does this disgusting do- 
cument mean ? Does the third ar- 
ticle mean that if a German crui- 
ser again opens fire on Govern- 
ment planes that the British Go- 
vernment and the French will 
agree to whatever war measures 
Hitler and Mussolini may decide 



THE SARTORIAL EXPERT' 




Anthony Eden, 



to take? Does it mean that these 
Governments will agree to the 
bombing of say Valencia or an 
attack on Loyalist ships moored 
in Spanish ports ? In any case are 
not Italian Government forces 
already bombing Spanish cities, 
and are not German planes doing 
the same? 

So far the Spanish Government 
has given no official reply though 
Seflor Giro!, Foreing Minister, has 
stated that the Spanish people 
have a determined objection to 
allowing any German or Italian 
warships to enter Spanish ports 
or territorial waters. The presen- 
ce of such ships would be an in- 
sult to the Spanish Nation. Mo- 
reover, remembering that German 
and Italian warships have taken 
an active and illegal part in pre- 
venting food supplies reaching 
Spain (sinking of the Komsomol 
and the attempted blockade of 
Bilbao and Gijon) are they to be 
allowed to put into Valencia and 
requisition food ? Probably 
Mr. Eden expects the Spanish In- 
tendencia to place teams of dock 
workers and a regiment or two 
at the disposal of the German 
Admiral, for revictualling fati- 
gues: ao that he may then go to 
sea and sink food ships. 

Here is one task for EngMah 
workers of the Second and Third 
Internationals, to undertake a na- 
tion wide campgain to remove the 
National Government. And this, 
if the Labor Party will cooperate 
with the other democratic and 
progressive parties, can definitely 
be done. In the interests of public 
sanitation Eden must be removed. 
VOLONTAIRE (inglSs) 



HOPKIPCS PROPHECY 

In a speech at Scranton, Pa., 
W. P. A. Administrator, Harry 
L. Hopkins, prophesied to bis his 
audience that; within six months 
U. S. Labor will have been com- 
pletely organized in the mass pro- 
duction Industrie. 14 And" he ad- 
ded, “nobody will be talking about 
it. It will be accepted as & fact." 

Americans in S; ain will have a 
hard time recognizing the rapidly 
growing class - conscious U. S. 
when they get back. 
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THE SICKLE 



THE RIFLE AND 




THE HAMMER 



question of field workers. It was 
said that women could not per- 
form the heavy tasks required of 
them, but this was false. They 
had had to do it under the old 
regime often enough, and Anchue- 
lo was proof that they were eager 
to help now. She went on to re- 
view the part played by women 
in the struggle against fascism. 
At Carabaflas, for example, 200 
women were collectively engaged 
in washing and repairing soldiers 
60 clothing. At Cere edi 11a they axe 
helping to run a Home which 



For th-ee days peasants and 
field worker delegates from the 
Madrid province have sat In con- 
ference, brought together by the 
Agrarian Commission of the Ma- 
drid Regional Communist Party. 
It was the first time in Spanish 
history such a conference had 
been held: in fact, only in one 
other country can there have been 
a parallel event. For this was 
not a conference of trade union 
delegates meeting to discuss wage 
increases or relations with em- 
ployers. It was a conference of 
peasants who themselves worked 
their land, with the aid of their 
government which has recently 
given It to them. 

In the hall of the Madrid Ate- 
neo, where formerly scholars and 
aesthetes waged learned debates, 
the peasants of Castile spoke of 
their problems, often passionately 
and sometimes bitterly, but al- 
ways with that hard sense and 
determination which is the cha- 
racteristic’ of the Castilian- peas- 
ant. Collective, Cooperative, Reap- 
ing. Seed, Land, Shock Brigades! 
These were the key words of the 
conference. 



THE DEMAND FOR HELP 

Delegate after delegate demand- 
ed help, materials, seeds, or shock 
brigades to replace the men now 
in the trenches. A peasant from 
the little village of Daganzo, for 
instance, in a halting yet tremen- 
dously moving speech pleaded for 
help, in that village 80 men will 



Deep plowing by means of heavy plows would save 
many crops from impoverishment by drought. The ud- 
permost picture shows a type coveted In Spain. Both 
youth and old are represented among the delegates. 
One of the most thrilling things at the Agrarian Con- 
ference was the unity and cordial understanding bet- 
ween army and People. The picture on the light shows 
a commonly seen proof of this. 




have to work desperately to reap 
5.000 fane gas of land unless a 
shock brigade arrives. There are 
five reaping machines in that vi- 
llage and no one understands their 
use. Even the mules cannot be fully 
utilized because of shortage of 
labor. In some towns the field 
workers and workers of other 
trades have formed their own 
shock brigades. Colraenar posses- 
ses 33 of them, all pledged to 
work whatever hours are necessa- 
ry to bring in the crops. In this 
town there are also special briga- 
des to defend the fields from pos- 
sible fire caused by enemy avia- 
tion. 

At Vlc&lvaro the Municipal 
Council has decided unanimously 
that -the whole village shall beco- 
me a shock corps: "even the poor 
devil of a sacristan” the delegate 
declared, getting a laugh from the 
assembly. 

The delegate from the hamlet 
of Anchuelo reported that they 
had partly solved their labor pro- 
blem as a result of the visit of 



Comrade Julia Bea, the women’s 
organizer of the Agrarian Com- 
mission. A group of 20 women 
was formed to carry on in the 
place of the men who had gone 
into the army. Today 30 women 
are in that group. This at once 
brought Comrade Julia, as she is 
called by the peasants, to her feet. 
The Party units have neglected 
women’s work, she said, in this 




L r . G. T. Mayor reports on his village 



supports 600 children. At Villa! be 
there is a collective workshop pro- 
ducing rope-soled shoes for the 
army. It was a record of fine 
work, but the women were capa- 
ble of playing a far bigger role 
than they were doing, and this 
neglect must be remedied. 

UNITY OF ARMY AND 
PEASANTRY 

At the third session Comrade 
Lister, Commander of the First 
Mixed Brigade, was given a tre- 
mendous welcome by the assem- 
bled peasants and field workers. 
In the course of his speech he 
assured them of the sympathy 
and the loyalty of the army. At 
a later session Comrade Modesto, 
Commander of the Fourth Army 
Corps, condemmed one recent 
example of shameful conduct, In 
which the Intend enda of a cer- 
tain military unity operating in 
the Guadarr&ma war zone • ac- 
tually demanded of a village the 
whole of its live-stock, 130 beasts, 
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some of which were about to calf 
down. The villagers protested that 
this would ruin their economy for 
years to come, but to no avail. 
“Soldiers who behave like this are 
a disgrace to the People's Army 
and a danger to the Republic; 
this is the work of fascists and 
these people must be treated as 
such", General Modesto said. The 
Hortaleza delegate was prompt tq 
remind the conference that the 
Lister Brigade had already sup- 
plied a shock corps of 100 skilled 
reapers to the Municipal Council 
of Hortaleza. Many other regi- 
ments have since done the same 
including unities of the Interna- 
tional Brigade. The Command of 
the English Battalion has approa- 
ched the Mayor and Municipal 
Council of their town to discuss the 
way in which they can give aid 
to the peasants; the Lincoln Bat- 
talion has taken a similar mea- 
sure. 

Campesino, Dr. Pando, and 
other famous Commanders of the 
People's Army also took part in 
the discussion. It was a magnifi- 
cent experience this, of realizing 
that in Spain a People's Army 
exists and that the peasantry 
trusts that army and asks help of 
its Generals, and receives *t. One 
realized the reason for that trust 
and sympathy when one heard 
from an officer of the 69th Bri- 
gade that 90 per cent of the of- 
ficers and men were peasants 
themselves, and had, before they 



became soldiers of the Regular 
Army, helped to defeat fascism in 
their own villages. These men 
know that the army is their's 
because the army serves a Po- 
pular Front Government whose 
land policy has filled them with 
courage and hope. 

INDIVIDUAL BRAVERY ALSO 

Besides the record of orderly 
work there were also tales of he- 
roism and devotion. The Mayor of 
Rascafrias, a little mountain town 
in the Guadarrama, has refused to 
leave his post though he has been 
compelled more than a score of 
times to shift his residence becau- 
se of enemy shells. Despite con- 
stant bombardment and the dan- 
ger of long range machine-gun 
fire, the field work has been car- 
ried on by 60 shock groups orga- 
nized by the Mayor. It is almost 
unbelievable that despite these 
difficulties Rascafrias has provi- 
ded more than a half million pe- 
setas worth of produce since the 
beginning of the fascist rebellion. 
At Aranjuez last year, daring 
bands of young peasants actually 
reaped crops by night in territory 
already in the power of fascist 
terror; passing through our own 
lines in orden to do it and recei- 
ving volunteer help from the mi- 
litia. At Chinchon also, night work 
has been resorted to in the gathe 
ring of crops which were within 
range of enemy artillery. Two 
workers of Arganda, were killed 
gathering the olive crops in the 



front lines. And these comrades 
were not merely “adventurists’’ or 
acting upon their own initiative 
but were communist peasants, 
members of the U. G. T., who had 
responded to a call from their or- 
ganizations. 

The conference did not tell of 
a story of simple plain sailing. It 
told of enormous difficulties and 
in the early days of absence of 
means to solve them ; it was a 
story of increasing order as a re- 
sult of systematic aid from the 
Ministry of Agriculture. But the- 
re were stories cf error also, and 
let it be said candidly, of offen- 
ses against the peasants that they 
will never forget. We shall deal 
with the problem of the Collecti- 
ves next week in a commentary 
on the new decree legalizing theie 
units. But there were several sto- 
ries of coersion, and in a few ca- 
ses of definite crime committed 
by “i neon t reliables” who had lod- 
ged themselves within syndical 
organizations. On the other hand 
there were accounts of collectives 
which are doing splendid work 
precisely because there are com- 
posed of workers whose wills have 
been consulted. Of these Perales 
de Tajufla is a good example. In 
some cases small proprietors who 
do not yet wish to enter a collec- 
tive have nevertheless formed co- 
operatives. In the case of one vi- 
llage the name of which we wi- 
thold a Committee formerly paid 
70 to 80 eentimos per kilo of peas 
to the peasants. During last week 
the newly formed Coop foond that 
it could pay one peseta forty 
cents, bear all transport costs etc. 
and sell at the legal price of one 
peseta 85 cents in Madrid. 



At the conference the city work- 
ing class was represented by a 
comrade of the Northern Railway, 
which line is especially concerned 
with the work of supplying Ma- 
drid. A comrade of the United 
States C. P. gave greetings to the 
conference, as also one from the 
Italian Party. 

THE BALANCE OF WORK 

What were the negative notes 
of the conference? One has been 
dealt with, the failure to do in- 
tensive work among women; the- 
re were also a few rare failures 
to guide less instructed comrades 
in the village committees. Comra- 
de Dieguez of the Agrarian Com- 
mission, in expressing his pleasu- 
re that in certain villages comple- 
te and warm hearted unity exists 
between the C. N. T. and the U. 
G. T., warned delegates against 
provocators who had clearly tried 
to antagonize the two great fe- 
derations. The land was of the 
people and not of a section of the 
people, just as the conference was 
serving the interests of all they 
peasants and not only of those 
possessing one particular political 
ideal. 

On the positive side the balan- 
ce was enormous. The deep con- 
viction of the peasants that at 
last they had a Government which 
understood their needs was put 
beyond question. Their determina- 
tion to extort as much from the 
land as their present technique 
allows them was proved, not by 
pious statements, but by figures 
of production, hours worked, and 
men engaged. It was proved also 
by the fact that Madrid stands 
undefeated! 
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THE IRON WILL OF THE 

SPANISH LANDWORKERS 

One felt that one was taking 
part in a magnifcent drama, in- 
deed one knew that one was tak- 
ing part in the incomparable dra- 
ma of a popular revolution. Here 
were men who had been oppres- 
sed, who had been little better 
than slaves, whose forefathers 
had lived under the yoke for cen- 
turies, and at last they were 
struggling free. The writer con- 
fesses that it was a salutary les- 
son. To listen to those tales of 
body-breaking labor, of unbending 
will overcoming difficulties, shor- 
tage of labor, of seed, of know- 
ledge (to administer a town with 
thousands of fanegas of land with 
only a handful of literate com- 
rades is a tremendous task). And 
of sabotage by "los gandules” or 
tho wandering trobadors of vio- 
lence and demagogy, made one 
feel that one’s only difficulty we- 
re not so great as they had see- 
med. There was a feeling of po- 
wer and purpose in the men ga- 
thered in the hall of the Ateneo, 
and at momments a deep and 
moving poetry, at other mom- 
ments a fierce and blazing pas- 
sion, all of it surging and delibe- 
rating within the framework of 
a clear and profoundly human po- 
licy. 

It vould be impossible ever to 
forget the speech of the delegate 
"T Torremocha. A tall lean figu- 
re with the long head of the ol- 
dest of Spanish stocks, his face 
burned and fleshless from long 
years of labor under a blazing 
cun, of intense and searching ga- 
ze, he stood on the platform, 
speaking in public for the first ti- 
me. "Mi pueblo es muy chico”, 
nc began. And no translation can 
?onvcy the mingled modesty and 



pride in his tiny hamlet. "My town 
is very small. Two demands only 
I make. Once we had 180 men 
to reap our fields, now only 36 
are left. You must send us help." 
He went on to recount the histo- 
ry of these 11 months of war and 
struggle in hig village of 30 fa- 
milies, where already half the 
houses had been deserted before 
the war began. "Then I need twi- 
ne to bind our wheat, I need 8 
bundles and for each bundle I 
shall be able to provide wheat 
that will have the value of 1200 
pesetas. And if you send help, 
send food also; we have not eaten 
meat for 10 months in oult little 
town." There were bitter things 
in his speech, protests against old 
injustice; simple elemental senten- 
ces that were like the imperso- 
nal utterances of all the peasan- 
try of Spain. The peasants rose 
to their feet and applauded fier- 
cely. The time limit was forgot- 
ten as the conference listened to 
this summary and essence of all 
their stories. Afterwards there 



was silence for a momment and 
then everyone rose to his feet and 
the International rang through 
the hall and corridors of the Ate- 
neo. 

A conference of peasants, con- 
firming the policy of their Minis- 
ter, Comrade Uribe, and speaking 
directly to him. The unity of Go- 
vernment and People was felt in 
a way one had never felt it before. 



FORD’S ATTORNEYS 
ATTEMPT TO SPIKE COURT 
INQUIRY 

DETROIT. — The b a t tl e of 
unionism against Fordism enter- 
ed the courts as a one-man grand 
jury began an Inquiry Into the 
assault upon union organizers at 
the Ford plant little more than 
a week ago. 

Although subpoenaes were is- 
sued for Edsel Ford, president of 
the company, and Harry Rennet, 
commander-in-chief of Its noto- 
rious sendee department, both 
succeded In evading process ser- 
vers. 



Meeting of Socialist 
and Communist 
Internaotinal 

The news that Labour and So- 
cialist International and the Com- 
munist International are to meet 
to decide on common action in 
aid of Spain will be welcomed by 
every member of the Brigades. 
Nowhere is there & deeper under- 
standing than In the Brigades of 
how much international working 
class action can do to shorten the 
agony of the Spanish people and 
to lessen the danger of a world 
war. We know only too well that 
it has been lack of unity in the 
working class movement which 
has made possible the martyrdom 
of Madrid, Malaga, Almeria and 
Euzkadi. Throughout the struggle 
the sympathy of the working class 
has been with the Spanish Repu- 
blic, but this sympathy has not 
been able to express itself in de- 
cisive action because the leaders 
otf a very large section of the 
working class have not given the 
signal. Our earnest desire Is that 
this signal will come from the 
meeting In Paris. 

On May 1st, after Guernica had 
been destroyed, the Ex -President 
of the 2nd International asked 
L6on Blum in- an open letter: 
"How long actually is this scan- 
dal, or as the Dean of Canterbury 
said, this ridiculous and tragic 
farce, going to last?" 

The bombardment of Almeria 
has raised everywhere in the 
working class movement the de- 
mand for the cessation of the hy- 
pocrisy of non-intervention. 




July lars. 



July U>37. 
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COMRADE LITVINOF EXPOSES THE 
NEW TECHNIQUE OF FASCIST 

IMPERIALISM 



“NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC’* ON 
ITALIAN FINANCES 

The National Geographic Maga- 
zine, in its latest number, pu- 
blishes startling revelations con- 
cerning the critical financial si- 
tuation in Italy and the low stand- 
ard of living among the people. 

It declares that the fascist go- 
venuBent of II Duce, in spite of 
the various revenues from the 
railroads, postal service, tele- 
graph, Industries, monopolies, and 
the taxation levied on the popu- 
lation, finds Itself always in a 
greater deficit. 

The story goes on to tell of the 
great expense the railroads have 
been to the government, each year 
leaving a more grave deficit than 
the preceding one. It attributes 
this to the fact that the general 
population of Italy cannot travel, 
they can’t afford to. The only 
people who use the railroads are 
the foreign tourists. The Italian 
Is too poor to travel, and his 
standard of living Is becoming 
even lower. 

The account mentions a form 
of taxation that compels a special 
tax on every window and balcony 
that faces the street. And, there 
Is a tax on every basket of farm 
products purchased at the market. 



“BILLY’S ” MASS BACKING 

At one time, years back, W1 
lliam Green, was President of the 
Morgan Run Local of the U. M. W. 
of A., In hfs home town, Coshoc- 
ton, Ohio. The Local faded away 
for awhile but held Its charter. 
Not long ago the Local was reviv- 
ed when -John L. Lewis asked 
Billy to show cause as to why he 
shouldn’t be expelled from the U. 
M. W. The Local haughtily boast- 
ed to the world that out of the 
twelve remaining members, only 
one, President J. R. McCormick, 
would vote to expel B11L 

Where are the “slanderers” who 
say that Bill Green has no mass 
support? 



500 HOUSTON WORKERS DE- 
MONSTRATE FOR RELIEF 

HOUSTON, Texas.— More than 
500 workers and citizens gather- 
ed before the City Hall recently 
In a mass demonstration against 
the proposed cut in the Federal 
appropriation for WPA and the 
resulting layoff of unemployed 
workers. 



"... But it is not a matter of 
Spain alone . The Spanish events 
have created one of the greatest 
menaces to European and univer- 
sal peace. This menace arises in 
consequence of an attempt at ar- 
med interference in the internal 
affairs of a European state , an 
attempt to force upon the people 
of this state an internal re- 
gime which is alien to it, and 
mainly, a foreign policy orienta- 
tion, and under cover of this in- 
terference to deprive this country 
of its independence and subordi- 
nate it to other states. If these 
attempts were to be successful 
and were to be carried out wi th 
impunity, then there would be no 
guarantee that in a short time 
another attempt will not be made 
to bring about an insurrection in 



some other country, to recognize 
the leader of . the insurgents as 
head of the government, to send 
thither foreign troops and arms to 
nelp the insurgents and thus ef- 
fect aggresion and carry out the 
national policy of the intervening 
state , Intervention displays a ten- 
dency, according to the example 
of the religious wars of the past, 
to begin a series of new wars and, 
under cover of ideologies and po- 
litical regimes, to carry out the 
policy of aggression and expan- 
sion. It should not be forgotten 
that in Spain, at the moment when 
the insurrection broke out, a go- 
vernment was in existence whose 
program was similar to that of 
governments existing in many 
other countries 

(Litvinov at Geneva.) 



WHOLE TOWNF FIGHTS 
BOOST IN PONTIAC 

DETROIT, Mich.— “Everything 
points to Pontiac for 1087”, says 
a General Motors’ billboard on 
the town. That’s more literally 
true for landlord victims throug- 
hout the country than was origi- 
nally Intended. 

Pontiac Is today the seat of the 
biggest rent strike In history. At 
least 15,000 families are backing 
up the call of the Pontiac local 
of the United . Auto Workers to 
pay no rents before sizeable re- 
ductions are mada. 

In a town with a total popula- 
tion of 75,000 a rent strike ol 
15,00 families means that It’s Just 
about as unanimous as anything 
could be. 

One typical Pontiac landlord 
admits that he “tried to step up 
rents gradually as they (auto 
workers) were able to pay”. He 
thought, possibly, that the auto 
workers were fighting for higher 
wages for his sake. He goes on 
to threaten that “rents must be 
even higher than they were be- 
fore If capital Is to be advanced 
for more accommodations”. 

But the workers say that rents 
will come down before any more 
of their hard-won dough is ad- 
vanced for outrageous rents. 

In eviction or garnishment ca- 
ses, the union Intends to leave It 
to the Jury to give a Judgment 
in the amount It thinks is a pro- 
per rental. 



NOTE 

In a cartain number ot co- 
pies of last week's number 
a whole line was left out, 
because of a technical error. 

A sentence In the article 
on British Imperialism 
should have read: 

*...the British Government began to 
look longingly at the apparent fascist 
solution and to think that Democracy 
was dangerous. Democracy began to 
like Communism .» 
read instead: 

'...the British Government began to 
/ook longingly at the apparent fascist 
solution and to look like Commu- 
nism .» 



ALVAREZ DEL VAYO 




Spain's champion at Geneva exposes Zasclit plun for world war. 
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THE SOVIET UNION AND THE THIRD 5 YEAR PLAN 



Because the 2nd 5 year Plan is 
being completed ahead of time 
the Soviet Government has invi- 
ted the State Commission to speed 
up the elaboration of the 3rd 5 
year Plan. Vast projects are al- 
ready being studied, so that the 
3rd 5 Year Plan will surpass in 
achievement its predecessors. The 
most interesting of all the propo- 
sals is that which is “being called 
"The Grand Volga". 

THE LARGEST HYDRO- ELEC- 
TRIC SCHEME EVER 

Between the frozen marshes of 
the north and the Caspian Sea lie 
enormous plains of rich soil which 
might support vastly increased 
and happy populations. Unfortu- 
nately, the rainfall is low, especia- 
lly in the south, and the waters of 
the Volga are not as yet properly 
used for irrigation. A grandiose 
series of dams is to be built, solv- 
ing two problems at once, that of 
Irrigation, and the problem of 
electrical energy. 

Dams, between 65 and 100 feet 
high are to be built at strategi- 
cally chosen places, enabling a re- 
servoir of water between- 300 and 
375 moles long to be stored behind 
each. These will be built at in- 
tervals of three hundred to 375 
miles therefore, so that the Volga 
shall be navigable throughout to 
ships of deeper draft than at pre- 
sent. The same will be done with 
the great tributary of the Kama. 

A VAST NETWORK OF POWER 

The stupendous nature of this 
project can be seen from the fact 
that it will attain a total power 
output of ten million kilowatts 
supplying 50,000 m 1 1 1 lo n kwh 
per year, the equivalent of about 
25 million tons of Donetz Basin 
coal or 60 to 70 million tons of 
the less useful local fuel. 

As Soviet technique permits of 
the carrying of electrical power 
to distances of 625 miles this 
means that according to the Grand 
Volga Plan the area to be served 
is nearly a million square miles, 
containing 70 millions population. 
The industrial significance of this 
is evident. It is the regions of 
Moscow and the Ural Mountains 
on the northerly part of the Volga 
Basin which will use up the great- 
est quantity of electrical energy. 



At present over 50 per cent of the 
fuel used in these regions is de- 
rived fromt distance sources. Sav- 
ing of transport, as well as speed- 
ing up production, will be the gain 
therefore. 

Not less Important are the agri- 
cultural aspects of the Grand Vol- 
ga Plan. The southern Volga 
plains are particularly arid, and 
at present constitute a peril for 
Soviet economy. In that their 
crops cannot be relied upon. Af- 
ter Grand Volga Plan is carried 
through millions of acres will 
be watered, ensuring rich and re- 
gular crops of wheat. 



MAN NOW HAS POWER TO 
ALTER NATURE 

In fact, so much water will be 
used that there is a danger of 
lowering the level of the Caspian 
Sea! Military and navigational 
reasons and the interests of the 
fishing industry make It essen- 
tial that this should be corected 
by pouring Into the Volga water 
from the adjacent river basins. 



Industry and agriculture are 
provided for by thia scheme. Ri- 
ver communications also are to be 
cared for, finally, the depths main- 
tained are to be sufficient to al- 
low the passage of warships from 
the Caspian to the Baltic and the 
White Seas. 

The same plan which will create 
wealth for the Soviet people will 
enable them to defend it against 
whatever fascist or capitalist po- 
wer is foolish enough to try a 
fall with the U. S. S. R. 

This, then, is what a Peoples’ 
Government can do when it has 
beaten back its enemies, and con- 



solidated itself. The Spanish Re- 
public had already planned great 
Irrigation work before Franco’s 
revolt. The need for irrigation Is 
not less acute In Spain than in the 
Soviet Union. The green floor of 
the Tajufla Valley contrast shar- 
ply, for example, with the grey 
green slopes above It towards 
Chinchon. Enormous level areas 
of Spain are composed of this 
grey-green ’pardo’ earth, at pre- 



sent utterly waterless. For ins- 
tance, in the Ebro Basin alone 
there are 900,000 acres which 
could be watered if electrical sta- 
tions were built and canals cons- 
tructed. In the Central Regtdn, 
even with the limited water of the 
Tagus a quarter of a million acres 
are unnecessarily lying dry. The 
Republic had begun this work. 
Victory then, will mean that the 
work can go forward again, and 
with increased energy, because of 
the revitalizing of economic life 
which the democratic revolution 
win have accomplished. 



21 ABE INJURED 

AS JERSEY POLICE 

ATTACK PICKETS 

LITTLE FALLS, N. J. — This 
■m«n Industrial town had its echo 
of Dearborn and South Chicago 
when police attacked a picket line 
at the Little Falla laundry. 

Twenty -eeven were Injured aa 
clubs, tear gas bomba and other 
weapons were used freely by Sta- 
te Police. Firemen directed 
streams of water at the pickets 
from rooftops. 



500 MILLION RUBLES FOR 
ART, THEATER AND MUSIC 

More than 500 million rubles 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction, 
organization and upkeep of or- 
chestras and choruses, expenditure 
on art schools, and so on. 

The U. S. S. R. will have 813 
theaters by January 1938, as 
against 775 at tile beginning of 
this year. Large theater* are to 
be opened at Novo-Sibirsk, Smo- 
lenks, Ivanovo and Kirov, while 
the new premises of the Meyer- 
holi Theater at Moscow will be 
completed. 

The total number of students 
attending art colleges (music, dra- 
ma, pictorial and plastic art and 
■imllar institutions) this year Is 
ten thousand. Over 40.000 pupils 
are studying In the corresponding 
secondary schools. As compared 
with 1936, the number of art stu- 
dents has increased by 30% In the 
current year. 




ThU n'.ivp will show the va»t extend of the Grand Volga echone. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Larrs, 6. Tel. 4 UOfc— Madrid. 
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LABOR SHOCK BRIGADES IN MADRID 



When the Spanish War of In- 
dependence id over and everything 
is said about what is happening 
in Spain today, the movement for 
rationalization in war production 
will supply more than one chapter 
in the history of war. 

This movement, called Stakano- 
vism now, started when the wor- 
kers and the petty bourgeoisie of 
Spain realized that the military re- 
volt could not be crushed with a 
ferw blows, but that behind the 
Spanish feudal and military caste 
were the resources of the two prin- 
cipal fascist countries. Italy and 
Germany. 

Madrid is not and never has 
been an industrial city. Its pro- 
letariat is made up of craftsmen, 
store, hotel and restaurant emplo- 
yes or of civil servants who ne- 
ver had any industrial training. 
Yet Madrid was the main goal of 
the fascist bands and required mo- 
re war material than any other 
front The rail communications 
with the coast were cut, the re- 
maining highways congested, the 
city was suffering from lack of 
food and the army of defenders 
insufficiently supplied with war 
equipment and ammunitions. 

The situation, while perhaps not 
desperate, was acute. The activi- 
ties of the Non-Intervention Con- 
trol Commission, which did not in 
the least interfere with the supply 
of men and war material to the 
fascists, certainly was the last 
blow to the small trickle of equi- 
ment brought Into Spain from 
outside. 



A MILITIA COMMANDER’S 
INITIATIVE 

It was in this emergency that 
a number of workers, petty-bour- 
geois and professional people, for- 
med, without any help from the 
Government or anyone else, the 
first group of workers which were 
to becomei the chief influence in 
injecting life, system and efficien- 
cy into the production of war 



material in Madrid and, through 
their example In all Spain. 

To Garcia Izquierdo, Comman- 
der of "Milicianos” at Arena de 
San Pedro on the Sierra Guada- 
rrama, goes the credit for taking 
the Initiative of this movement. 

The few small factories in the 
Madrid section, manned by wor- 
kers, who, in spite of the great 



emergency, were producing wi- 
thout putting that energy in their 
work which is all important for 
superior production, were insuf- 
ficient to supply even ordinary ri- 
fle cartridges to the central sec- 
tor. Machinery was lacking. To- 
ledo, with its recently modernized 
arms factories, fully supplied with 
up to date American machinery, 
was lost to the fascists. 



It was then that Garcia Izquier- 
do left the Sierra for Madrid 
With a group of 60 men among 
which were waiters, jewelers, tea- 
chers of mathematics, engineerr 
and laborers, along with some qua- 
lified machinists, he set about or- 
ganizing new shops and encourag- 
ing others already established. 

Machinery was lacking. Mate- 



rials were scarce and already in 
possession of shops in going con- 
dition. The job consisted In esta- 
blishing, without means, without 
wages, without materials, build- 
ings or machinery, factories ca- 
pable of producing the sinews of 
war. 

PERSONAL SACRIFICES 

Those in the group who had any 
savings brought their funds. The- 
se were neccessarily petty bour- 
geois. They brought more than 
their savings. They brought an 
enthusiasm and willingness to 
work which was in no way Infe- 
rior to that of the peasants or 
workers in the group. Regardless 
of the position they occupied in 
the social or economic life of the 
city before the military revolt, 
they set about to learn, to strive 
and work. 

The war zone became their sup- 
ply base. They went where tren- 
ches were being dug, in some ca- 
ses in no man’s land. und 2 r the 
enemy’s fire taking machines from 
destroyed factories, besides sup- 
plies in metals either in bars or in- 
gots, and even scrap. They took 
anything which might be of any 
use. They had no truck, and for 
weeks they hltch-hicked with their 
booty from whichever front they 
were towards Madrid, the proud 
bearers of a bar of steel or brass, 
of a piece of machinery, later to 
be set up and made to work. 

The government or the army 
could not spare a truck for them 
and they were not out to create 
difficulties for the authorities, hut 
to h j lp. to help at all costs. 

Thoir courage and energy inspi- 
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Every member of the Syahanovite movement is pledged to undergo military 
training. And this is undertaken after work hours. 
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red soldiers in the front lines to 
give help and soon the little shop 
in calle Goya, which was the crad- 
le of the movement became too 
a mo 11 and they moved to a large, 
modem and comfortable building. 

Small abandoned factories, ga- 



rages which had been vacated af- 
ter being destroyed by bombard- 
ment were taken over, repaired 
and production organized. The 
transport corps of the Stakanov 
Brigade, as the group became 
known Jatar on when it grew to 
real brigade size, was started with 
the capture of a small Chevrolet 
truck taken from the fascists 
at the Casa de Campo last No- 
vember, brought to Madrid in tow, 
repaired and put in circulation. 
This truck is stili in operation and 
is quite famous in Madrid. 

AN EXAMPLE OF REAL 
SHOCK TACTICS 

A few miles from the city, at 
the edge of a little town, and us- 
ing a large cow shed properly re- 
paired, cleaned and ventilated as 
a beginning for a factory that was 
to prove too small even before pro- 
duction had quite begun, produc- 
tion of rifle cartridges was star- 
ted. 

In Toledo two small factories 
employing 60 men, but with ex- 
cellent automatic machinery we- 
re producing 75.000 cartridges a 
day. After the loss of Toledo, Gar- 
cia Izquierdo immediately started 
the production of the same type 
of cartridges in Madrid, Machine- 
ry was built, since hardly any was 
in existence before. It was necces- 
sarily of hurried manufacture and 
of a makeshift style. With non au- 
tomatic machinery the normal 
daily production per iran was of 
about 800 cartridges. Under the 



new stimulus, with the full un- 
derstanding of the great emergen- 
cy facing them and all loyal 
Spain, the workers had started 
production against all odds, wi- 
thout materials or any wages. 

In the great confusion caused 



by the invasion with resultant wa- 
ves of refugees entering the city, 
of breakdown of public services 
due to constant aerial bombard- 
ments, whith the transfer of the 
Government seat to Valencia, whi- 
le they were not even receiving 
any pay they increased their pro- 
duction to such a point that before 
long the same number of men 
working with primitive machinery 
WERE PRODUCING MORE 
THAN THE TOLEDO FACTO- 
RIES HAD BEEN TURING OUT. 
The daily production per man rose 
to such a point that one man 
reached a record of 4016 cartridges 
in one day. 60 men were now pro- 
ducing in Madrid ovtr 80.000 cart- 
ridges daily. 

FROM SMALL BEGINNING TO 
MASS MOVEMENT 

There are now 3.000 men in the 
Stakanov Brigade, and their num- 
ber is increasing. As the number 
increases the activity of the Bri- 



gade increases also, their exam- 
ple becomes an inspiration and 
wherever their fame is known 
emulation starts. It is a long way 
from the broken down Chevrolet 
truck to their present daily re- 
cord of 300 truckloads. Madrid is 
being fed chiefly through the agen- 
cy of this Brigade. It is since the 
Brigade took the job over that 
the food shortage became less 
acute, 

,Th* growth of the Brigade, 
which in a way repeats the feat 
o5 the Fifth Regiment which grew 
into a major size army without 
changing name until its incorpo- 
ration in the Spanish Govern- 
men’s Army, is strictly under con- 
trol and every means are used to 



keep out possible disruptors. sa- 
boteurs and spies. 

New members are accepted upon 
recommendation of their respecti- 
ve Unions or political organiza- 
tions. Occasionally they are accep- 
ted on recommendation of friends 
already in the Brigade. Their poli- 
tical and social past is closely 
scrutinized, their physical condi- 
tion is examined and they are then 
classified by trades or aptitudes. 
New members ars under an un- 
obtrusive but efficient vigilance. 
According to work performed and 
reports made they are encouraged, 
advanced in grade or responsibili- 
ty, or dimissed, and when charges 
warrant it, handed over to the po- 
lice for further action. 

A REAL POPULAR FRONT 
EFFORT 

In spite of all those precautions 
one should not think t^iat the Bri- 



gade is a closed political affair. 
Frankly organized by Commu- 
nists, the initiators, Garcia Iz- 
quierdo more so than any other, 
are proud of the fact that ele- 
ments considered incontrollable 
before, have joined, become enthu- 
sed by the general atmosphere 
and are proving to be workers 
equal to any others. 

The building the Brigade mo- 
ved into after they vacated the 
shop in Calle Goya is no longer a 
shop. It is now an administrative 
building, a printing plant, clinic 
and hospital for the Brigade, 
Clean, well run, the building is 
undergoing trig changes. On the 
lower floor showers and bath tubs 
are being installed. Two libraries 
have been installed and orga- 
nized, one for literary works ano- 
ther for technical and scienti- 
fic books. Artist are busy deco- 
rating the walls. The dining ro- 
om, cheery, light, spotlessly clean 
has the walls decorated with fres- 
coes. A large mural painting is 
being prepared in the office of the 
Commander. The man in charge, 
an artist of renown but utterly at 
a loss with himself and with the 
rest of the world before the war, 
is directing all the work of deco- 
ration. He proudly announced that 
Stakanovism has entered the field 
of art. A portrait of Stalin in tem- 
pera and about 10 feet by eighteen, 
well executed, expressive, work- 
manlike was finished in one hour 
and half. The rest of the time, 
says Dehesa de Mena the artist, 
would have been spent in smo- 
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Several military clothing factories are run by Stakanovite women. 



king cigarettes and talking. A 
number of young people are wor- 
king under him and so quite na- 
turally the Brigade has also an 
art school. The school is taking 
orders from Barracks, labor orga- 
nizations, schools, hospitals for 
decorating their buildings. 

On a table is a volume of Capi- 
tal, bound in calf leather, beauti- 
fully tooled, in a style and tech- 
nique equal to the very best lea- 
ther work done by old craftsmen. 
On the work bench other pieces 
ol' leather are being tooled, care- 
fully and by a worker who feels 
affection for his trade and for his 
product. There is also a school of 
short hand, a fully equipped prin- 
ting shop. And all this with ma- 
terials reclaimed from the des- 
truction of war! * 

It may seem strange that un- 
detakings of this type should be 
started at a time of stress like 
this. But the work of the Staka- 
nuv Brigade while supplying all it 
can to the fight against fascism, 
is also an institution which, by 
the force of events, is laying the 
basis of the reconstruction of 
Spain. 

THE MOVEMENT IS STILL 
GROWING 

The number of shops belonging 
to the Brigade is already large, 
the activities are many and they 
range from automobile repairing 
to body building, foundry and 
what we may call other underta- 
kings cannot be mentioned now. 

The workers are pledged to 
work eight hours daily but they 
voluntarily work several hours 
more. The average is above 10. 



Regarless of urgency of work, at 
11.30 all work stops and the men 
go to the class room in the buil- 
ding where the most varied engi- 
neering courses are given by com- 
petent teachers, thomselves mem- 
bers of tha Brigade. These cour- 
ses last two hours daily after 
whith 2 more hours are taken for 
meals and rest. A corps of me- 
chanical engineers is therefore 
being built in the midst of a ra- 
ging war against powerful inva- 
ders. Classes in aeronautics have 
also been started. New chemical 



laboratories are being built. Eve- 
rywhere the visitor notices a fee- 
ling of pride, the certainty of vic- 
tory ahead, and sees a new socie- 
ty being bom and in a measure 
already functioning. 



It was only after February 19th 
that the Brigade became officially 
incorporated in the Spanish Ar- 
my and wages began to be paid. 
It is only since the Brigade be- 
gan to receive pay from the go- 
vemement that their food star- 
ted to come from the quartermas- 
ters warehouses. Before then the 
war zone was not only their ma- 
terial supply base but also their 
“Intendenoia”. Not profit, not 
stripes, not wages were the in- 
centive to work for them, but the 
will to win and to create a New 
Spain. That spirit is inspiring now 
other factories. And that is the 
best guarantee of victory. 



C. L O. BLANKS A. F. L. 

COUNCIL AT UNION 

CONVENTIONS, 4-0 

Definite steps toward affilia- 
tion with the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization were taken 
by the convention of the Maritime 
Federation of the Pacific In Port- 
land, Ore. 

Harry Bridges, popular leaner 
of the longshoremen, presented 
the convention with a proposal for 
a referendum on C- I. O. affilia- 
tion. His speech and that of John 
Brophy, C. I. O. director, were 
greeted enthusiastically by the 
delegates. 



LUMBERJACKS SEEK AID 

TO CHOP DOWN FORDISM 

DETROIT, Mich. — “The Michi- 
gan lumberjacks are getting their 
share of Fordism!” 

“Murder, beatings, and the 



smashing of onion halls — tha>’s 
what the strikers are gotn 
through”, David said. “Subsidia- 
ries of the Ford motor company 
on much of the timber land of 
northern Michigan and the other 
companies are borrowing a page 
from their master. The murder 
of the striking lumberjacks at 
Newberry was Fordism carried to 
its logical conclusions”. 




Apartment houses for collective 
farm workers in the Kirov Collecti- 
ve farm. 



CLUBS, TEAR GAS RULE 
MONROE, MICH, AFTER 
ATTACK ON STRIKERS 

MONROE, Mich., June 11.— The 
mayor and city commission of 
Monroe, scene of one of the bitter- 
est clashes of the steel strike, 
transmitted to Governor Frank 
Murphy tonight a formal demand 
that the state militia be called 
out. 

A resolution adopted unani- 
mously declared “local feeling is 
intense and danger of bloodshed 
imminent”. 

It demanded the troops be sent 
here on or before Sunday. 

That Is the date set for a mass 
meeting by the C. I. O. to protest 
last night’s tear gassing of strike 
pickets. 

The protest meeting was called 
by President Homer Martin of 
the United Automobile Workers. 
He asked every local union in 
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana to 
send delegates. 

PONTIAC, Mich. — Down In 
Pontiac the 15,000 rent strikers 
are holding firm. “Don’t let’em 
ldd you”, says Odin Johnson, ex- 
auto worker and now attorney for 
the UAW there. “They’re not 
paying rent. Our rent office i> 
swamped with landlords coming 
in to complain”. 




Stukanovist chemist at work 
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THE CATALAN PEASANT- FARMER AND COLLECTIVISATION 



As the Catalan land problem 
differs somewhat from that of the 
rest of Snuin we have asked a 
Catalan agrarian expert to contri- 
bute the following’ article. 



When the democratic revolution 
smashed the rebellion of the fas- 
cists In Catalonia the peasants re- 
ceived the land and so ended the 
centuries old struggle of the pea- 
sants against those who preven- 
ted them from enjoying the fruits 
of their labour. What solution 
has there been up to now to this 
vital problem in Catalonia? 

The problems of enormous es- 
tates such as existed in Extrema- 
dura, Castile and Andalucia did 
not exist. There was no dividing 
up of enormous landed properties 
in Catalonia. Approximately 80',; 
of Catalan agriculture was con- 
fined to rented farms of major or 
minor importance. Most of them 
consisted of farms of twelve or 
thirteen acres. Only in the north 
of the provinces of Lerida and 
Gerona were there estates of 
75, 100 or 125 acres. 

The reason for this development 
is explained by the fact that Ca- 
talan agriculture requires an in- 
tensive cultivation of the soil, 
which has necessitated the apor- 
tloning of land without modifying 
the conditions of property, 82'.; 
of the total surface of Catalonia 
is used for agriculture, meadow 
land, pasture and forest. Of this 
area 3,522,387 acres are pastur- 
age, mountain and wood. 369.4! 3 
acres are uncultivalablr. while 
2.768.613 acres are cultivated. On- 
ly a third part of the surface is 
used for cereals. It is interesting 
to note how the cultivation is di- 
vided up. 

Of the total surface de- 
voted to agriculture : 



Cereals 33.59 

Vineyards 23.04 

Olives 19.67 

Market Garden produce... 2.97 

Hoot vegetables 5.61 

Plants used in industry... .17 

Kitchen gardens 1.74 

Orachards 8.07 

Artificial meadows, fo- 
rage 5.15 



There are 200,000 families who 
work the land in Catalonia. For- 
merly their conditions were par- 
ticularly hard and disclosed re- 
lics of the feudal system, as for 
instance, in the Rabassa morta*\ 
a clause by which the land retur- 
ned to the owner without indem- 
nification when through any type 



of difficulty, like phylloxera for 
example, the farmer wa*. unable 
to deliver a certain proportion of 
the crop. Innumerable farmers 
were driven from their farms by 
laws such as this. Frequently as 
much as half the harvest had to 
be delivered to the landowner. 

The principal abuse was there- 
fore wiped out with the abolition 
of the absentee landowner. Since 
July 18th the land has belonged 
to the man who works it. 

Because there existed few great 
landlords the problem of expro- 
priation had little Importance in 
Catalonia. According to the de- 
cree of the Republican Governm- 
ent only those landlords who took 
direct or indirect part in the fas- 
cist rebellion were expropriated. 
The Popular Front Government 
lias given the land to the pea- 
sants. There as far as the pea- 
sants were concerned the revolu- 
tion ended in Catalonia, and now 
the State helps the peasants by 
every moans in its power to ob- 
tain the best results of Its labour. 
To some extremists this did not 
appear enough, and Incited by the 



slogans of the P. O. U. M., which 
is interested in destroying the 
union between the workers and 
peasants, they attempted to carry 
out forced collectivsation. 

The United Socialist Party, the 
ESquerra, Rabassaires Union, the 
Estat CatalA and the U. G. T. 
are firmly opposed to this. By 



Government decree all forced col- 
lectivisation was rlgourously for- 
bidden. There is an agreement 
between the United Socialist Par- 
ty, the U. G. T., the F. A. I. and 
C. N. T- formally confirmed on 
Oct. 21. that the peasant has the 
right to cultivate the earth in a 
family regime and that forced 
collectivisations are inadmissible. 

Why did the Government of Ca- 
talonia take this position? The 
Catalan peasant must work all his 
life for a property and in the end 
possesses the coveted earth, and 
does not wish in any way to lose 
it. This wish is easy to understand. 
Those who took part in the strug- 
gle against the fascist rebellion 
and who are now faithful t<f the 
Republic are to be rsspected. At 
present agriculture must be deve- 
loped for the benefit of the coun- 
try and so that the front may be 
supplied with food. It is unfor- 
tunately not possible to supply it 
with sufficient machinsry because 
the factories have to make war 
materials. Complete collectivisa- 
tion would therefore not be easy. 



In the PLAN OF VICTORY the 
PSU and the UGT proposed the 
following to the Government as an 
agricultural policy: 

"A Just policy in the country- 
side. A guarantee for the peasants 
to cultivate the land individually 
or collectively as they wish. The 
level of production to be raised 
by means of credits and directed 
to the necessities of the war. The 
transactions to be regulated by co- 
operatives and the organisation of 
outside markets on a basis of 
agreements between the Govern- 
ments of the Generality and the 
Republic.” 

A large number of the peasants 
agree with this policy, as Is seen 
by their organisation. More than 
100.000 families are in the Union 
of Rabassaires, the Catalan pea- 
sant party, whose principles are 
in accordance with the PSUC and 
the UGT. Another 60.000 peasants 
are organised in the Federation of 
Land Workers (UGT). 

The experiments in collectivisa- 
tion realised up to now, and chief, 
ly those made in the July days 
of 1936 confirm the policy expo- 
sed above. Up to now the Govern- 
ment has registered 66 collectives. 
This figure does not represent the 
total, but are based on the re- 
plies received. A part of these re- 
present land taken from fascists 
to be cultivated by peasants in 
common. 4This Initiative of the pea- 
sants must be protected. On the 
other hand some collectivisations 
have shown themselves incapable 
of lasting and were treated as pre- 
mature attempts. 

A great step forward was ta- 
ken when all farmers were requi- 
red by law to belong to one or 
other of the syndicates and so co- 
me directly under the Ministry of 
Agriculture in the Government. 
These agricultural syndicates 
grant credits authorised by the 
Government, arrange transactions, 
and deal with insurance against 
bad harvests etc. 

To sum up in a single sentence : 
The Republic of the Popular Front 
has opened the road for the land 
workers to a fine and promising 
future. 
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The union of thr tiro International makes the diplomats ait up. 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 

THE BANKERS ATTACK THE POPULAR FRONT 



The following time table may 
help comrades to understand the 
causes of the Blum's Governm- 
ent resignation. 

Ever since the Popular Gov- 
ernment has been in office it has 



been periodically confronted by fi- 
nancial crisis engineered by the 
200 families ■ and the Bank of 
France. These crisis have had 
for object a damaging of the Gov- 
ernment’s credit, the diminishing 
of its income, the creation of gen- 
eral financial difficulties through 
the export of capital, etc. In ord- 
er to combat this, the Blum's Gov- 
ernment had to demand from the 
Chamber of deputies and the 
French senate full powers to in- 
troduce new financial measures. 

On June the 15th there was 

aiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiimirriirriiirftdiiriiiiiriiftrfi 




L6on Blum. 



the first of a series of de- 

bates on the finance plan. The 
financial Commission of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies listened to L6on 
Blum’s outline and finally propos- 
ed an amendment limiting the 



Government’s powers to the pre- 
sent session or at the latest until 
July 23. This was accepted by 
Prime Minister Blum with the re- 
sult that the of the finance Com- 
mission declared itself in favor of 
granting powers to the Governm- 
ent by majority of 22 to 16. The 
two most important speeches 
were those of Monsieur Auriol 
(Socialist Party Minister of Fi- 
nances) and of L6on Blum. Mon- 
sieur Auriol said that the present 
financial attack followed the same 
lines and came from the same 
quarters as those of 1924, 1926 
and 1935. He declared that rec- 
ently over 50.000 millions of francs 
had gone abroad and he demanded 
powers to defeat this attempt to 
panic people and to put an end 
to tax frauds. The Prime Mini- 
ster declared that the capitalist 
object was to break up the Pop- 
ular Front and to recover on the 
economic and financial field what 
it had lost on the political. He 
said that capital was created by 
the workers and had no right 
to st ri ke agai nst them . The 
debate went on all night until 
the entry of the Communist De- 
puties at 4,50 a, m. who demand- 
ed a suspension of the debate. 
The House was adjourned and at 
6,15 the Communist Party anno- 
unced that it would support the 



Government, which thereupon obt- 
ained a vote of 346 against 247. 

THE CAPITALIST LINE UP 
THEIR FORCES 

The same day (June 16) Com- 
rades Thorez and Duel os of the 
Communist Party had an inter- 
view with Blum. As the latter 
stated that his financial plan 
would mean fresh burden on the 
working class such as increase 
of railway fares, tobacco and po- 
stage, the Communist Party dele- 
gates as well as the C. P. Depu- 
ties expressed their disapproval 
but declared they would not break 
Popular Front. 

That night the Chamber of De- 
puties voted a general resolution 
containing these provisions; the 
Government should maintain the 
franc at the parity fixed by the 
law of the 1st of October 1936 and 
it should avoid governmental con- 
trol of the rate of exchange. It 
should have power to take all ne- 
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Jacques Duclos, leading Communist, 
deputy in France. 
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cessary measures to secure public 
finances and to protect savings 
and public credit, without preced- 
ing to obligatory conversions of 
national loans. 

The following practical meas- 
ures were then decided upon: the 
steepening of taxes on incomes 
above 60.000 franc’s broadening of 
tax basis, and increased railway 
fares, wireles less dues, gas and 
electricity prices. Amongst other 



things the Government proposed 
that it would introduce legislation 
to control speculation in banks 
and to repress tax frauds. 

On June 19 the French rejected 
Blum's proposals and by majority 
ordered its own. financial Commis- 

llltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllim 




The Chamber of Deputies. 
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slon to draw up a plan which was 
finally accepted by the Senate 
with a vote of 198 against 82. 

A detailed analysis of the Se- 
nate’s p ropos&la is not possible 
here because of the technicality, 
nevertheless as Blum declared 
they were aimed at a complete 
paralysation of the Popular Front 
Government. On the 21st Blum 
announced the resignation of its 
Government in the Chamber of 
Deputies. 

Monsieur Chautemps was then 
Invited to found a new Govern- 
ment and eventually succeded 
giving eleven ministers to radi- 
cals and nine to Socialists. 

WHY DID THE SENATE BRING 
DOWN THE GOVERNMENT? 

The connection between this 
event and the meeting of the two 
Workers International Is so close 
in point of time that the Senate’s 
opposition is quite clearly the ca- 
pitalist counter-attack to the mo- 
vement towards proleturi:ui soli- 
darity. At the same time we must 
point out that us result of Bluin 
resignation the French Govern- 
ment no longer has a majority >f 
ministers controlled by *he Se- 
cond International 
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The Paris Bourse whence attacks on Popular Front are launched . 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 



June 18.' The Belgian Workers 
Party i Second International) 
bluntly rejects meeting with Bel- 
gian o>nnnunLst Party on Spani3h 
issue, a_nd orders socialists to 
withdraw from all existent co-or- 
dination committees. 

June 19. -In the possession of 
a French arras dealer belonging 
to De La Roque’s Fascist Party, 
arrested for arms smuggling, 
were found documents showing 
that a deal was planned involving 
twentytwo tanks, twenty chaser 
planes, 12,000 machine guns, 

20.000 submachine guns and 

200.000 rifles. 

June 22. — Soviet aviators achie- 
ved non-stop flight from Moscow - 
Vancouver by the North Pole. 

June 21. — De Broukfere announ- 
ces his forthcoming resignation 
from the direction of the Second 
International. 

June 23. — Barcelona police con- 
tinue arrests of introllables and 
Trotskytes, detaining "tipos” who 




Inr nntrolUtbles keep .step uHth yo - 
vnrmnent force ft. 



recently tried to assault various 
departments of the Military 
School. 

June 24. Spanish Socialist Par- 
ty and Communist Party make 
fresh appeal to Second and Third 
Internationals for immediate help, 
the same day the Second Inter- 
national and the I. F. T. U., de- 
clare Non-Intervention must be 
brought to an end. 

Jum 26. The Catalan Govern- 
ment resigns. New Goverment is 
expected to be formed on Monday. 

June 26. -The Spanish Gover- 
ns, nt replies to Eden's note of the 
16 th.. in effect rejecting Four 
Power Pact’s demands unless ac- 
companied by guarantees on sa- 



fety of Spanish ships ports and 
cities from attack by German and 
Italian warships, and assurances 
that fascist fleets will not conti- 
nue to help Franco. 

June 21. — British and French 
Government announce they will 
continue Control without Germa- 
ny and Itatly. 

June, 27. — The South Wales Mi- 
ners Federation in Congress at 
Cardiff demands a change of po- 
licy towards Spain, in line with 
that recently outlined by the So- 
cialist and Trade Union Internatio- 
nals. The Congress called on the 
U. T. C. for an all union confe- 
rence to mobilise all elements for 
this work. 

June, 27.-- In a discourse on his 
so-called Four Years Plan addres- 
sed to 80.000 Assault troops at 
Wurzburg. Hitler said bluntly 
"Germany needs to import iron 
ore. For this reason we desire a 
Nationalist Government in Spain, 
in order that we may acquire Spa- 
nish iron ore". This statement and 
the general tone of liercc hostili- 
ty to England, was much com- 
mented on by conservative news- 
paper in London. 

June 28. — It is understood in 
well informed political circles that 
De Brouckere's And Adler's resi- 
gnation from the Second Interna- 
tional was flue to Labour Paity 
and Belgian Sosialist condemna- 
tion of the unity proposals bet- 
ween the two Internationals. 

June, 28,- -The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Second International 
refuses to accept the resignation 
(tf De Brouekdre, president; Ad- 
ler, secretary and Rousdrofk, who 
have been severely criticised by 
the British Labor Party and the 
Belgian Socialist Party for agree- 
ing to meet the 3d International. 

The Executive Committee said 
that their resignation would com- 
promise the success of actions be 
taken, 

June, 28. — The Danish Govern- 
ment has prohibited the building 
of two ships intended for war use 
which the Spanish rebels had 



commissioned from a Danish ship- 
builder. Franco loses his deposit. 

June, 28. — Pierre Cot, French 
Minister of air has sent the fo- 
llowing telegram to the Soviet Go- 
vernment : 

"I beg you to give my warm 
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congratulations to ihe aviatnry 
Cliekaloff, Baidukoff ar>l Bclia- 
koff for their admirable Moscow- 
Vancouvcr flight, which has de- 
monstrated the high quality of the 
material employed and the mas- 
terly skill of the crew which has 
carried out the flight.’’ No doubt 
other Governments, less friendly to 
the Soviet Union have noticed the 
"high quality of the material and 
masterly skill". 

June. 28. At half past nine at 
night was published a list of new 
ministers of the Catalan Govern- 
ment. It is as follows: 

Primer minister, Luis Companys 
(President of the Catalan Repu- 
blic). 

Conimerce and Treasury, Juan 
Taradellas, Esquerra (Catalan 
Left). 

Home, office and Dept, of State, 
Antonio Maria Sbert, Esquerra. 

Culture, Pi i Suncr, Esquerra 
(Mayor of Barcelona). 

Htalth, Vidal. C. N. T. 



Public Services, Garcia Oliver, 
C. N. T. (Formerly Minister in the 
Largo Caballero Govt.) 

Economy, Jose Izglea, C. N. T. 

Supplies, Miguel Serra Paniel, 
United Socialist Party (Affiliated 
3d International). 

Justice, Rafael Vidiella, United 
Socialist Party. 

Labour and Public Works, Juan 
Comorera, United Socialist Party 
(of which he is tha leader). 

Ayriculture, Jose Calvet, Rabas- 
saires Union. 

Minister without portfolio, Pe- 
dro Bosh Gimpera, Indepentent. 

It is noteworthy that the C. N, 
T, is thus co-operating in a go- 
vernment similar to the Valencia 
Govt., also that the United Socia- 
list Party members, are now en- 
tering as such, whereas before 
they were called U. G. T. meno 
bers. The Economic posts are dis- 
tributed, one to the Esquerra, one 
to the Rabassaires (Share - crop- 
pers), which accept the United So- 
cialist Party policy for the land, 
and one to the C. N. T. Note al- 
so that the Ministry of War has 
been abolished, this Department 
coming under the Valencia Go- 
vernment. 




I 1 ' iftlrrirk Adler, 







THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



7 



Munitions for the «New Artillery» 



Propaganda in the enemy's 
ranks is being intensified daily 
thanks to good work on the part 
of comrades. The number of wor- 
kers in the fascits army who ha- 
ve already passed over to our li- 
nes is already to be numbered in 
thousands. 

The victory of Guadalajara was 
the occasion of a mass influx into 
our ranks of Italian workers and 
this experience has already bor- 
ne its fruits. The knowledge of 
their work acquired by the Gari- 
baldi Battalion has been of servi- 
ce to the comrades of other bri- 
gades. 

The possibilities of work among 
the enemy are greater today than 
ever, not o,nIy we have made se- 
rious breaches in the fascist "pro- 
paganda front" but also because 
considerable demoralization exists 
on their side. The fact that the 
heroic forces of Bilbao were not 
able any longer to maintain their 
resistance to the Italian and Ger- 
man hordes with their massed 
tanks and aeroplanes and their 
overwhelming mechanical force as 
well as to the hardships caused 
by the blockade, does not alter the 
fact that we are at present pre- 
paring a victorious offensive. It is 
clear that in such conditions our 
chances of persuading enemy sol- 
diers to pass over to our ranks 
are very much greater. 

SERIOUS THOUGHT MUST BE 
GIVEN TO THIS WORK 

It is not sufficient merely to 
provide oneself with a loudspea- 
ker. however modem ,and make 
any sort of noise, nor to rain lea- 
flets on the enemy’s heads. It ip 
neccessary to know to whom one 
is speaking. Effort must be made 
to know what language they 
speak, whether they are workers 
or peasants, national characteris- 
tics and conditions, both political 
and social. It is neccessary to ob- 
serve their habits and how their 
day is employed, and every detail 
which may indicate the state of 
morale among them. Above all it 
in necessary not to phout insults 
at the enemy, even under provo- 
* cation. 

The content and text of the 
leaflet should be the work, not on- 
ly of the Propaganda Commission 



and the Political Commissar but 
of the whole of the comrades. 
Each one should make bis contri- 
bution, however small it may be. 
We must remember that along a 
front hundreds of miles long the- 
re are before us many fascist sol- 
diers whose constant thought is 
how to escape. If our words are 
sensitive enough to touch their 
most intimate thoughts, if through 



this work. The most persuasive 
words have no effect if they are 
heard imperfectly, the most ca- 
refully written argument loses 
weight if the leaflet is poorly pro- 
duced. We must not be content, in 
this modem war, with primitive 
equipment. 

In the technical field we alrea- 
dy possess a certain number of 
loudspeakers, but it is neccessary 



and persistently carried out. PO- 
LITICAL COMMISSARS MUST 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS 
ONE OF THEIR MOST ESSEN- 
TIAL DUTIES. 

THE MORAL EFFECTS OF 
THIS WORK 

The better we do this during 
the preparatory period the more 
easy and effective the offensive 
will become. And victory will be 
correspondingly quicker and grea- 
ter. 

In many military unities com- 
manders, commissars and men ali- 
ke have opened subscriptions for 
the purchase of loudspeakers and 
other technical apparatus. Gene- 
ral Mlaja for instance, has given 

5.000 pesetas. Funds are being 
collected by trade unions, politi- 
cal parties and popular organiza- 
tions throughout Loyal Spain. We 
do not doubt that the comrades of 
our International Brigades will 
also help. 

Comrades are Invited to write 
in concerning their experiences in 
this work, not only in the prepara- 
tion and delivery of propaganda 
but on technical matters also, for 
publication in the VOLUNTEER. 

To the job then comrades. This 
"New Artillery” is one of the best 
pieces of armament in the People’s 
Army. 

iiitttiiiitiiiiiiiiiiimiiittiiiiiiiiiiitiimiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiimiii 

THE SOVIET UNION LOOKS 
TOWARDS BIGGER AND BET- 
TER CHICKEN DINNERS 

The poultry industry, an Impor- 
tant branch of livestock economy 
will almost quadruple Its number 
of breeding hens by 1942, accord- 
ing to figures obtained at the 
central office of the poultry de- 
partment of the RSFSR About 

13.800.000 breeders on the nearly 
28-000 poultry collective farms 
will help supply Soviet tables 
with chickens and eggs. 

The plan calls for an Increase 
of 47,5 million hatching eggs, 
raising the total number of eggs 
for hatching purposes to 80.000.000 
by 1042. 

Further more, the 345 Incuba- 
tor stations with incubators ha- 
ving a total capacity of 16 million 
eggs will be more than doubled 
hy the end of the Third Five- 
Year Plan. 
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The knowledge of Iheir work acquired by (ho Garibaldi Battalion hoi boon of •crvlcc to 

(ho comrades of other brigades, 
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cur words they recognize us as 
class brothers, our propaganda 
may give Just that impulse which 
will make them decide to escape. 
The immediate danger of flight 
will seem less that that of remai- 
ning with an army which is head- 
ing for defeat. 

CARE IN THE EXECUTION OF 
PROPAGANDA WORK 

It Is neccessary also to take 
care of the technical aspects of 



to bring all our means to perfec- 
tion. The same thing applies to 
written propaganda. Soldiers ha- 
ve already passed over to us car- 
rying one of our leaflets hidden 
beneath his clothes, sometimes 
indeed, wrapped around a religious 
emblem slung from the neck. Eve- 
ry possible means such as strong 
wind etc. must be utilised to dis- 
tribute these leaflets to the ene- 
my. 

But the most important is that 
the work be properly organised 
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TELEGRAM SENT TO THE UNITED 
STATES BY THE AMERICAN COMRADES 



The Abraham Lincoln, George Washington and Patrick Henry Bat- 
talions, the John Brown artillery battery and the American transport 

and mechanical squadrons to the people of the United States. 

Independence day 1937. 

We, Americans in Spain fighting for the preservation of world 
democracy, are proud to celebrate today the national festival of our 
American Ideals on Spanish soil. 

It yv&s necessary for us to come here because governments have 
not done their duty to a great people, to whom American civilization 
owes much. The bounden duty of alt governments, above all those ani- 
mated by democratic ideals, was to grant to the Spanish Government 
its rights and thereby to have struck a decisive blow for Democracy. 
We, Americans In the International Brigades, know we have struck that 
blow. Many of our comrades have fallen. Many lie silent on these bat- 
tlefields of Spain. We know' that had all the democratic governments 
of the world done their duty, our comrades need not have died. Yet 
in their hearts, as in the heart of every true American, the rich blood 
of liberty flowed, giving life to their being. For this they came here. 

On this July -1th we declare that we have sought not only to do our 
share to redress the omission of governments, lint to defeat the purposes 
of those tyrants, alien to the Spanish race, who would enslave a free 
people. As La Fayette, citizen of France, urge-J by impulses which all 
American democrats will honor today, sailed from his own land and 
offered himself to the glorious founder of American Independence, 
Washington, so we have offered ourselves to the Spanish Government. 
Like La Fayette and his splendid company, we have been accepted with 
gratitude by the Spanish People. As La Fayette was given officer 's 
rank by Washington so also our Commanders derive their authority 
front the President of the Spanish Republic. As La Fayette pursued 



no private ends neither do we. As he sought only tc aid the Ame- 
rican People In their straggle against a forelng despotism so do we. 
And when the Spanish People have driven out the fascist Invader we 
shall return to the land we love. 

Fellow Americans, the first Battle of American Liberty was struck 
at Bunker Hill. It was a decisive battle. We cf the Lincoln Battalion 
are proud that we have taken part in tbe glorious defense of Madrid, 
a defense that has thrilled all lovers of liberty throughout the world. 
We are proud because we know that the buttles in which we have 
taken a part were decisive, that we have therefore sealed the most 

i 

sacred of human bonds between the American and Spnnish People. 
Upon a hill of the Jarama Front, among the vineyards and olive fields 
of Spain, many of our comrades will He after we have gone from here. 
Upon this Fourth of July we mourn them, proudly, finding courage 
in their brave example. People of the United Slates to your feet In 
honor of our dead! of >our dead at the gates of Madrid! 

And remembering them, the Americans in Spain ask you to be on 
guard against the forces of fascism at present plotting against Ame- 
rican Standards in our homeland. We read with joy of the great sweep 
of trade unloin organization among the workers of America. We greet 
the tremendous movement of progressive thought and action develop- 
ing in the States. Let no react lonna ties destroy sur nation’s hope 
of progress towards a better and juster society. Let us unite in our 
efforts to preserve democracy In Spain, In America and throughout 
the world. 

Long live American and Spanish democracy' 

Long live American and Spanish Independence! 

Long live the Abraham Lincoln Battalion! 

Long live the Peoples Front In all lands! 



WHAT IS BEHIND THE GERMAN INTERVENTION? 

SOME REVEALING FIGURES 

The German Government needs an- 
Spain produces annually. nually for armament (imports): 

Tons. Tons. 



/Inc. 129.000 127.000 

.'Iangancse 80.000 223.000 

Uopper 381.000 325.000 

Sulphate of Iron 1.600.000 987.000 

Iron mineral 300.000 8.264.000 

If to these figures we add the zinc of Vigo, the potash of Catalonia, 
I he mercury of Almad&n, Hitler's true motives are clear. 



A FEW IMPORTANT THINGS ABOUT THE MAIL 



We have given Instruction as to how to use the mails both for the 
purpose of Improving the service and also to keep our moll from be- 
coming a source of information for the enemy. 

We must Insist on two chief points of extreme importance: 

I- Have your correspondents address your mall according to Ins- 
tructions given you by the mall service. 

2" Several comrades Insist, In spite of several warnings to send 
informations of military character, while others have the Irresponsible 
tendency to describe In detail how they arrived In Spain. 

If the comrades would give a little thought to the effect that such 
: orrespondencc might have they would write about ot ther things. 



AUTO LABOR GOING AHEAD FULL 

STEAM 



DKTROIT. — Labor In auto is 
just getting started In Its forward 
inarch. It's going ahead full 
steam on a half dozen different 
fronts. 

"General strike In Lansing. A 
mass protest demonstration of 75,- 
000 marching workers In Flint. 
Rent strike of 15,000 still going 
strong In Pontiac. A mass prfo- 
test demonstration at Henry 
Ford's front door In Dearborn. A 
mass movement against high rents 
launched In Detroit. National 
conference to present new de- 
mands to the huge General Mo- 
tors Corporation at the expiration 
of the present agreement on Aug. 
Ilth. Two great plants of the 
Ternstedt division of General Mo- 
tors shut down with a sit-down 
strike of 13,000 workers, mostlj 
women. A half dozen strikes In 



smaller plants. And now a con- 
certed movement by the LAW, 
the AFL and all progressive mo- 
vements to put labor in the city 
hall In the coming city elections. 




DIANA (U. G. T.).— Larra, 0. Madrid 
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TOWARDS UNITED ACTION 

A 



Maurice Thorez, Secretary of 
the French Communist Party has 
received from Comrade Dimitrof, 
Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist Interna- 
tional, the following telegram, da- 
ted the 29th to be transmitted to 
the representative of the Second 
International and to the Trade 
Un'.on International 

“During the Interview which 
took place on the 2 1st of June at 
Annemasse between the delega- 
tion of the Communist Internatio- 
nal and of the Socialist Internatio- 
nal, both groups have unanimously 
recognized that now more than 
ever, action in favor of Spain 
should be developed in common 
agreement whenever it may be 
possible, by all possible means and 
without useless friction. Both de- 
legations also recognized that it 
was neccessary to hold another 
meeting as soon as possible in or- 
der to study concrete measures of 
moral and material aid for the 
Spanish people. The taking of Bil- 
bao by the armed forces of the 
German and Italian agressore, as 
well as the threat of new agres- 
sions on the part of the fascist 
provocateur. Imperatively demands 
the speeding up of the carrying 
out of joint action by the interna- 
tional working class organiza- 
tions. 

The existence of different opi- 
nions within the Directorship of 
the Second International, as well 
as the announcement of the resig- 
nation of its President and Secre- 
tary, in our Judgement should not 
prevent the international organi- 
zations of the proletariat working 
by common agreement in an histo- 



rical moment of such gravity, in 
which is concerned the liberty of 
the Spanish people and the main- 
tenance of world peace. And the 
more so when we know that at 
the joint meeting of the Socialist 
International and the Trade Union 
International of the 26th of June 
the proposal of the Spanish com- 
rades was accepted without re- 
serve. 

The Execytlve Committee of 
the Communist International ins- 
tructs its delegation to present, for 
common examination in the joint 
meeting of the Socialist and Trade 
Union Internationals, in the course 
of their interview with the dele- 
gates (of the C. I.) the following 
concrete proposals: 

FIRST, That the international 
workers' organizations address 




Comrade Antonio Mlje call* for uni- 
fication of Socialist and Communist 
Par tie*. 



themselves simultaneously to the 
Parliaments and Governments of 
all non-fascist States; above all to 
the Governments of England, 
France, the United States and the 
Soviet Union, asking them that 
they jointly take urgent measures 
for the Immediate withdrawal of 
the armed interventionist forces of 
Germany and Italy in Spain, for 
the lifting of the blockade of Re- 
publican Spain and the recogni- 
tion of the international rights of 
the Spanish Government. 

SECOND. That the internatio- 
nal working class organizations at 
the same time address themselves 
to the League of Nations to de- 
mand the fulfilment of the Lea- 
gue of Nations Pact against the 
fascist agressors who have attack- 
ed Republican Spain. 

THIRD. That the international 
working class organizations ad- 
dress themselves to the workers 
of all countries, exhorting them to 
do all in their power to prevent 
new agressions of the interven- 
tionists in order to achieve the 
most rapid end possible to the cri- 
minal war against the Spanish 
People. 

The Communist International 
Delegation is also charged to exa- 
mine whatever proposals may be 
put forward by the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals with 
a view to joint and co-ordinated 
actions of the international wor- 
kers’ organizations for the defen- 
ce of the Spanish people. 

In the name of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist In- 
ternational 

DEMITROF 
General Secretary.” 



This telegram has been sent by 
Comrade Tharez to the represen- 
tative of the Socialist and Trade 
Unions Internationals, has also 
been sent to Ram6n Lamoneda, 
Secretary of the Spanish Socia- 
list Party, to Jos6 Diaz, Secreta- 
ry of the Spanish Comunist Par- 
ty, and to Felipe Pretel, Secreta- 
ry of the U. G. T. 



Madrid, The Grave Of 
Fascism 

Eight months have passed since 
the Fascists were halted at the 
gates of Madrid. During those 
months the people of Madrid have 
become all too familiar with Fa- 
scist planes and artillery. They 
have learned the meaning of Fa- 
scist “totalitarian” war — the 
indiscriminate murder of women 
and children. They have taught 
the world a lesson of heroism and 
hope. 

The Army of the Centre which 
held back the Fascists at Las Ro- 
zas, Jarama and Guadalajara, the 
Army which made the words “No 
pasar&n” a heroic reality, has la- 
unched the offensive, broken the 
enemy front, and has held and 
improved its positions ag a i ns t a 
fierce counter-attack. 

The taking of Brunete, Villa- 
nueva de la Cafiada and other 
important positions is a turning 
point. If the offensive continues 
in the present circumstances the 
Fascists will not be able to rem- 
ain in front of Madrid, and the 
day may be very near when Itali- 
an and German shells will have 
fallen In the city for the last time. 

(Continued on page 1) 
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THE FO 

Anna Louise Strong, the well 
known author of books on the So- 
viet Union and recently of one on 
Spain, and Francis Gorman visi- 
ted the office of the “VOLUN- 
TEER” on July 4th. Their grea- 
test deal re was to spe nd the 
Fourth with the comrades In the 
lines. Military reasons made It 
Impossible. Francis Gorman, who 
attended the reception meeting of 
the Unified Socialist Youth of 
Madrid in honor of the Commu- 
nist and Socialist International 
Youth Delegations to Spain, left 
a message we print here, to be 
delivered to the American Con- 
tingent “wherrever they are”. 

Anna Louise Strong spoke over 
the Government Station E. A. R. 
to the United States. 

We give here below some 
exerpts of her speech. 

A few miles out of Madrid at 
the base which supplies transport 
to the forces around the city, se- 
veral scores of American truck - 
drivers and mechanics began the 
celebration with a breakfast of 
ham and eggs. Ham... and eggs' I 
assure you that’s a celebration in 
Madrid. Perhaps you will read of 
it in the Times tomorrow, for 
correspondents were there as 
guests. Later there was ice-cream 
and pop, and a speech on the mea- 
ning of Independence Day. Still 
later a base-ball game. But right 
in the middle of the game, with 
two men on bases and third at 
bat, the order came to ROLL... 
To got out the trucks for duty... 
So the base-ball game stopped 
while they did their bit in the war 
for Independence... 

... In a village near Albacele 
several hundred Americans in 
training camp... I saw them ce- 
lebrate last night... How they 
sang “Old Man River” and dozens 
of American songs mixed in with 
the Spanish "No Pasar&n". Nearly 
a thousand Americans in the ol- 
der battalions — the famous Lin- 
coln, four months unrelieved in 
the front lines, and recently gi- 
ven a rest: and the newer George 
Washington.. . These celebrated 
more seriously, moving steadily up 
to face the foe. Seventy Americans 
in medical units, field hospitals, 
base hospitals... 

...All of them know the mea- 
ning of Independence Day... They 
believe they know it better than 
the American Government knows 
It. 

... Let me give you glimpses of 



URTH IN MADRID 



a few of these Americans in Spain. 
First a truck driver. Down in Ali- 
cante. He had a free Sunday, and 
it came during harvest, when 
hundreds of Spanish city people 
were volunteering their Sundays 
to help get in the crops. It is a 



right to the land, and no land- 
lords can prevent putting through 
useful irrigation works. In spite 
of the drain of war these peasants 
are better off than before! 

... Wat are the chances of this 
battle. Let me mention a few 




American Com rabies In the reading room of the l n Regime nt de Train. 



bumper crop this year and the 
country-side is short handed, be* 
cause so many farmer boys have 
gone to fight the invaders... so 
this American truck driver volun- 
teered himself and the truck to 
carry workers of Alicante to the 
harvest fields. 

Up, up they went, over the 
rough mountain roads for a cou- 
ple of hours. "Till at last we ca- 
me", he said, “to what seemed the 
rim of the world, and we came 
over the rim and there was a val- 
ley rurrounded by mountains and 
in the valley seven villages. We 
dropped down to see one of them 
and the city folks organized in 
groups, with one old peasant to 
show each group. We cleaned up 
that field faster than it has ever 
been done before. Then at five o’ 
clock we all stopped and went to 
a nearby village for a celebration. 
There they showed us a big reser- 
voir wich they were celebrating, 
newly built... It gave the valley 
better irrigation than they had 
ever had before. They had built it 
this year, right in war time:., be- 
cause now the people have the 



things I note as I return after six 
months absence. I expected to 
find Spain exausted by a year of 
warfare. I find instead that it is 
fuller of energy than a year ago. 
The Spaniards tell you they have 
just begun to fight: they are just 
getting properly prepared. And 
this is true... Six months ago they 
were confident of ultimate victory. 
Now they are more supremely con- 
fident. They are preparing for a 
war as long as may be needed to 
drive out all enemy invaders and 
their Spanish tools. 

Economically the land is stron- 
ger also. Factories are working 
better, war supplies pour forth as 
they never did before... The farm- 
ing of the country has increased 
its sown area by seven per cent 
and is reaping a bumper crop. The 
irrigation reservoir I mentioned 
is only one sample of public im- 
provements being made right dur- 
ing the war... Education' also is 
forging ahead even ln war time, 
with 190 million pesetas more in 
this year's school budget than in 
last year. 

... Something remarkable has 



happened which the fascists did 
not foresee and which even the 
democratic countries do not yet 
appreciate... It Is this: Hitler and 
Mussolini’s tactics of sending ever 
increasing lots of fascist help, 
first war equipmen t, and later 
troops, has defeated its own end. 
,Eveiy wave of invading Italians 
caused an answering wave of 
Spanish volunteers to fight them. 
The painful goad of neccessity 
compelled the Spanish people to 
build a new army and then to 
improve it and keep on improving. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

June 29. — At the last French 
partial elections which took place 
Sunday, June 27 , the Popular 
Front ballot won in eveiy place, 
the Communist Party showing 
decided increase in votes obtained. 

* 

June 30. — English newspaper 
men in Naples, were informed 
that they would no longer be al- 
lowed to visit the port. 

According to fascist authorities, 
English reporters have been sen- 
ding “lies" concerning the sailing 
of troops and shipping of war ma- 
terials to Spain. 

It is undoubtedly to avoid re- 
currence of such lies that they 
have been prohibited the approach 
to the true source of informa- 
tion. 

* 

July 1. — Operating from the Ri- 
ver shore, Japanese artillery sunk 
a Soviet gun boat on the River 
Amur, off the island of Senuffa. 
Immediately after the “incident" 
the Japanese Ambassador visited 
Comrade Litvinof, to express the 
opinion that it was the view of 
the Japanese government that the 
river Amur, including the islands, 
was the frontier between the 
U. S. S. R. and Manchukuo. 

The coincidence of the “inci- 
dent” with the latest developments 
in European diplomacy around the 
question of "Non intervention" is 
quite transparent. 

July 2. — U. S. Ambassador to 
Moscow, Joseph Davis, visited the 
Japanese Ambassador Shigemitsu 
and expressed his personal wish 
that the incident would remain 
localised and without further con- 
sequences. 

Soviet authorities state that the 
U. S. S. R. boats which were at 
the scene of the sinking are not 
gun boats, but small cutters ar- 
med only with machine guns and 
small calibre artillery. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

(Continued^ 



Madrid, ihe grave of fascism 

(Omtiaoed from page or.f ) 

The fight hu been a hard one. 
The Fascists, as well as ourselv- 
es, realise how much is at stake 
and have resisted and counter- 
attacked desperately. Our sod di- 
em have had to fight against the 
rebel shock -troops, and have tak- 
en positions which the enemy had 
fortified for months. 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF VIC- 
TORY 

The successes we have gained 
have only been possible because 
of the courage and morale ot cur 
soldiers. Some of our best com- 
rades have fallen. The road our 
Army is travelling today is a 
difficult one, but it leads to great 
victories. 

It is not an exaggeration to say 



that these few days may decide 
the future happiness of millions 
of people. But we can await the 
outcome with confidence. 

The militia of the early days 
saved Spain. Now our new Peop- 
le’s Army has proved that it can 
successfully undertake a large sca- 
le offensive. Our aviation, artil- 
lery and tanks have proved tli^ir 
worth. Our war material, the 
fighting spirit of our soldiers, the 
successful work cf the Commis- 
sars, the abdiity of our military 
leaders, the intensification of work 
in the fields and factories, the 
growing unity behind the lineo, 
the successes already gained by 
the Armies of Aragon and the 
South, and the possibilities which 
the Madrid offensive has given 
them — all these factors are the 
foundations of our victory. 

With our People's Army, a go- 
vernment which is proving that 
It can lead us to success, and the 
strengthening of the unity of all 
Anti-Fascists in Spain, the way is 
being opened to the final decisive 
battles which will drive out the 
invader and inflict a smashing 
defeat on world Fascism. 



Thanks to Soviet diplomacy, 
wich refuses to accept provoca- 
tion, an incident quite evidently 
meant to create a major diploma- 
tic disturbance, and perhaps war, 
ended in a complete victory for 
the Soviet Union. Coming at mo- 
ment of tension such as this, and 
on the hee's of a recrudescence of 
provocations by Germany end Ita- 
ly. this victory is of importance 
that cannot be exagerated. 

* 

Lisbon 5. — According to the di- 
rector of the Portuguese Radio 
Club in a radio speech to the na- 
tion, the Halo-German policy in 
Spain is not in agreement with 



Franco's view, Their assert! veners 
and large scale invasion has hurt 
the cause of Franco before what 
is now fascist Spain and the rest 
of Europe. 

July 5. — The fascist pirate crui- 
ser “Almirante Cervera” seized 
the French Steamship Company’s 
freighter “Tregastel” off the San- 
tander Coast. 

The French coast guard boat 
“Vauquois" which had left imme- 
diately upon receiving the infor- 
mation for Santander returned to 
San Juan de Luz, after carrying 
out the order to scour the coast 
for the "Tregastel”, with the in- 
formation that the freighter was 
taken under guard of a rebel pi- 
rate ship into Bilbao harbor. 

July 5. —The paper “L’Ami du 
Peuple” in an article commenting 
the seizure of the "Tregastel” sta- 
tes: The probabilities of peace de- 
pend on the energetic conduct of 
Paris and London. 

"L’Humanit€” says: For France 
tc tcierate piratical actions by the 
rebels and their allies would be a 
monstrosity. 

The "Tregastel” was en route 
to Santander to take on refugees 



and had on board observers of the 
Control Commission. 

Paris 5. — "Le Temps”, Frencu 
conservative paper, in an article 
entitled "An- appeal to Reason” 
demands that both England and 
France demand the inviolabllty 
cf the territorial rights of Spain 
and that Spain's interests in the 
Mediterranean be respected. 

July 3. — The Manchukuo Soviet 
border incident is closed, with the 
exception- of the request to Japan 
by Comrade Litvinof, for a pay- 
ment of an indemnity for the los- 
ses suffered. 



Martial Law Closes 
Plant in Johnstown 

Harrisburg, RA. — Gov. George 
H. Earle announced tonight that 
solution of the Eethlehem Steel 
Corporation strike problem in 
Johnstown has been placed in the 
hands of President Roosevelt's 
steel mediation board. Earle an- 
nounced also that martial Uw in 
Johnstown will not be lifted to- 
night or tomorrow although the 
steel corporation has complied 
with the Governor’s orders to clo- 
se it3 huge struck Cambria plant. 



Bus Strike Ends With 
Five More Arrests 

The strike of Liverpool busmen, 
which began on Saturday last 
against the speeding-up of time 



schedules, ended this morning 
'following a mass meeting of stri- 
kers. which lasted for four hours. 

Through their' strike committee 
the men were informed that ne- 
gotiations would te opened on the 
men's complaints immediately a 
resumption of work took place. 
On this understanding the strikers 
voted by 188 to 119 in favour of 
a return to work today. 

It is reported that while the 
Ribble Motor Company is prepa- 
red to reinstate the strikers it is 
intended to fine each man 6s. for 
alieged breach of contract. 

If this attitude is persisted in 
it will indicate that the company 
is approaching the question of ne- 
gotiations in a very bad spirit and 
its actions will intensify bitter- 
ness not only among the Liver- 
pool men, but at all centres of 
the Ribbles Services. 



Children Make 
Archeological Find 

A group of children playing in 
the yard of the school at Pyat- 
nitsky village, near Tula, while 
digging In the ground discovered 
an Iron gun weighing 70 kg. The 
gun dates from the beginning of 
the 17th century and it is presu- 
med that it was captured front 
the Muscovite Tsar Vasili Shuisky 
by insurgent peasants and Cos- 
sacks. The find was turned over 
to the Tula Museum. 
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A BUMPER CROP 



Over 7,500 tons of seed 110 mil- 
lions of pesetas, all kinds of tech- 
nical help and advice, along - with 
favorable weather are produc- 
ing - this year a bumper crop for 
Loyalist Spain. 

The work of the Minister of 
Agriculture in helping the Span- 
ish peasantry has been remarka- 
ble, and has succeded in offsetting 
quite completely whatever harm 
forced collectivisation, “expropift- 
tion” and pro- fascist propaganda 
tried to accomplish. 

In a country like Spain, where 
agriculture was left for centuries 
very much to the mercy of the 
weather, of God and of the large 
land-owners, to see the govern- 
ment actively helping and even 
stimulating better ways in agri- 
culture is something which has 
found immediate response among 
the workers in the fields. 

Speaking on the subject of col- 
lectivisation in agriculture, Vin- 
cente Uribe, Minister for Agri- 
culture recently said: "War must 
be won on all fronts, and since 
we have not won it as yet, it is 
premature to attempt dangerous 
experiments. Until now we had 
to face violence and oppression 
by elements which we must call 
"Incontrollables”. These elements 
were not numerous, but they 
roamed through the countryside 
robbing the peasants. 

"The Communist Party, which 
I represent in the Cabinet, told 
the peasants that they had a right 
to their crop and advised the pea- 
sants to resist the forced seizure 



3 Taxi Firms Agree 
To Poll On Union 

NEW YORK. — Another victory 
was won by the Transport Wor- 
kers Union, CIO, when represen- 
tatives of three taxi fleets agreed 
to an election among their 10,000 
workers for a collective bargai- 
ning agency. The understanding 
was reached after a short hea- 
ring before the City Industrial Re- 
lation Board. 

The Sun shine -Radio System, 
Inc., employing approximately 
6,000 men, was represented by Ot- 
to Gutfreund. The Atlas and Li- 
berty Fleets, with a total of 4.0C0 
men were represented by A. Ro- 
senblatt and Bernard L. Gold. The 
latter fleets are In one association 
and for the purpose of the elec- 
tion will be considered one orga- 
nization. 



FOR 1937 

by any means found convenient. 
The advice of the Communist Par- 
ty and the active help supplied 
to the peasants gave them new 
courage for work, and the result 
is a full and unusual crop.” 



6.500 Strike in An- 
thracite 

TAMAQUA. Pa. — About 6.500 
anthracite miners went on strike 
again today in the Panther Creek 
region in protest against pay cuts 
of "consideration miners”. 

The consideration miners, sup- 
ported by the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, contended that 
their pay was being cut for one 
hour a day's work and as a result 
they were receiving no benefit 
under the new seven bour shift. 

Consideration miners are those 
paid by the hour instead of by 
production, and work in less de- 
sirable parts of the diggings. 

700 Kids March on 
Picket Line 

Indian Harbor, Ind. — The chil- 
dren’s picket line in the steel stri- 
ke was a huge succes on Satur- 
day, with between 700 and 800 
youngsters on the line, singing 
and shouting before the gates of 
Inland Steel first, and Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube later on. 

In between, the children 
marohed through two miles of the 
city’s streets, letting John Q. Pu- 
blic know there was a steel strike 
on, and they were with the stri- 
kers. 



Metro Workers Are 
Active in Amateur 
Art Circles 

Learning to play as well as to 
work, 2.000 subway builders are 
now members of amateur art cir- 
cles maintained at subway shafts, 
according to Y. Teltelbaum, di- 
rector of amateur art activities 
for Metrostroi (Metro Construc- 
tion Trust). 

Leading in this sphere of cul- 
tural activity is Shaft No. 75, lo- 
cated on Ploshchad Mayakovsko- 
vo, whose song ensemble, Ukrain- 
ian chorus and brass band hold 
an eminent place in Metrostroi’s 
rosier of able entertainers. 

A self-taught- chorus and or- 
chestra that have won deserved 
praise at public appearances are 
those of Shaft No. 61 on lower 
Ulitsa Gorkovo, No paid instruc- 
tors are engaged to direct these 
groups. 



Tenants Flock into De- 
troit Renters Group 

DETROIT, Mich. — More than 
5,000 applications for membership 
have been received in a few we- 
eks by the Renters and Consu- 
mers League. It has been repor- 
United Auto Workers’ Union. 

Furay is chairman of the organ- 
ization, wich Is sponsored by the 
United Auto Workers Union. 

Hundreds of letters are being 
received at the newly-opened of- 
fices of the organization from 
victims of landlord racketeers who 
are taking advantage of an acute 
housing shortage by raising rents 
without limit. 



London Dockers Re- 
turn To Work 

Yesterday the dock strike hero 
for 16s. a day extended to the 
whole of the docks. Over 7,000 
dockers were out by midday and 
all work was brought to a stand- 
still. 

The extension of the strike 
was effected by mass deputa- 
tions of those already on stri- 
ke to the different docks in 
the area. 

At a mass meeting held last 
night the dockers decided to re- 
turn to work pending the outco- 
me of the National negotiations 
on the same claim which opened 
in London today. 

All through the day both em- 
ployers and trade union officials 
made strenuous efforts to secure 
a return to work. The employers 
were particularly anxious to dis- 
charge the perishable cargoes on 
some of the boats and to clear 
liners which were held up by the 
dispute. 

A joint statement issued early 
in the morning, confirming the 
declaration made yesterday that 
the dispute was unofficial and ur- 
ging the men to return, had no 
effect. 



500 million rubles For 
Art Theater, Music 

More than 500 million rubles 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction, 
organization and upkeep of or- 
chestras and choruses, expenditu- 
res on art schools, and so on. 

The U. R. S. S. will have 813 
theaters by Jan. 1, 1938, as against 
775 at the beginning of this year. 
Large theaters are to be opened 
in Novosibirsk, Smolensk, Ivano- 
vo and Kirov, while the new pre- 
mises for the Meyerhold Theater 
in Moscow will be completed. A 
new drama theater is to be built 
in Leningrad. 

The number of cinemas in the 
Soviet Union will be increased du- 
ring the current year by 3,000, 
bringing the total to 30,000. At 
present there is not a single dis- 
trict in the Soviet Union which 
has not its own permanent or tra- 
veling cinema. Seventy-five new 
fl'rr.j, as well as 15 childrens' and 
10 popular scientific films, will be 
released this year. 
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TOWARDS UNITED ACTION 

A 



Maurice Thorez, Secretary of 
the French Communist Party has 
received from Comrade Dimitrof, 
Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist Interna- 
tional, the following telegram, da- 
ted the 29th to be transmitted to 
the representative of the Second 
International and to the Trade 
Un'.on International 

“During the Interview which 
took place on the 2 1st of June at 
Annemasse between the delega- 
tion of the Communist Internatio- 
nal and of the Socialist Internatio- 
nal, both groups have unanimously 
recognized that now more than 
ever, action in favor of Spain 
should be developed in common 
agreement whenever it may be 
possible, by all possible means and 
without useless friction. Both de- 
legations also recognized that it 
was neccessary to hold another 
meeting as soon as possible in or- 
der to study concrete measures of 
moral and material aid for the 
Spanish people. The taking of Bil- 
bao by the armed forces of the 
German and Italian agressore, as 
well as the threat of new agres- 
sions on the part of the fascist 
provocateur. Imperatively demands 
the speeding up of the carrying 
out of joint action by the interna- 
tional working class organiza- 
tions. 

The existence of different opi- 
nions within the Directorship of 
the Second International, as well 
as the announcement of the resig- 
nation of its President and Secre- 
tary, in our Judgement should not 
prevent the international organi- 
zations of the proletariat working 
by common agreement in an histo- 



rical moment of such gravity, in 
which is concerned the liberty of 
the Spanish people and the main- 
tenance of world peace. And the 
more so when we know that at 
the joint meeting of the Socialist 
International and the Trade Union 
International of the 26th of June 
the proposal of the Spanish com- 
rades was accepted without re- 
serve. 

The Execytlve Committee of 
the Communist International ins- 
tructs its delegation to present, for 
common examination in the joint 
meeting of the Socialist and Trade 
Union Internationals, in the course 
of their interview with the dele- 
gates (of the C. I.) the following 
concrete proposals: 

FIRST, That the international 
workers' organizations address 




Comrade Antonio Mlje call* for uni- 
fication of Socialist and Communist 
Par tie*. 



themselves simultaneously to the 
Parliaments and Governments of 
all non-fascist States; above all to 
the Governments of England, 
France, the United States and the 
Soviet Union, asking them that 
they jointly take urgent measures 
for the Immediate withdrawal of 
the armed interventionist forces of 
Germany and Italy in Spain, for 
the lifting of the blockade of Re- 
publican Spain and the recogni- 
tion of the international rights of 
the Spanish Government. 

SECOND. That the internatio- 
nal working class organizations at 
the same time address themselves 
to the League of Nations to de- 
mand the fulfilment of the Lea- 
gue of Nations Pact against the 
fascist agressors who have attack- 
ed Republican Spain. 

THIRD. That the international 
working class organizations ad- 
dress themselves to the workers 
of all countries, exhorting them to 
do all in their power to prevent 
new agressions of the interven- 
tionists in order to achieve the 
most rapid end possible to the cri- 
minal war against the Spanish 
People. 

The Communist International 
Delegation is also charged to exa- 
mine whatever proposals may be 
put forward by the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals with 
a view to joint and co-ordinated 
actions of the international wor- 
kers’ organizations for the defen- 
ce of the Spanish people. 

In the name of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist In- 
ternational 

DEMITROF 
General Secretary.” 



This telegram has been sent by 
Comrade Tharez to the represen- 
tative of the Socialist and Trade 
Unions Internationals, has also 
been sent to Ram6n Lamoneda, 
Secretary of the Spanish Socia- 
list Party, to Jos6 Diaz, Secreta- 
ry of the Spanish Comunist Par- 
ty, and to Felipe Pretel, Secreta- 
ry of the U. G. T. 



Madrid, The Grave Of 
Fascism 

Eight months have passed since 
the Fascists were halted at the 
gates of Madrid. During those 
months the people of Madrid have 
become all too familiar with Fa- 
scist planes and artillery. They 
have learned the meaning of Fa- 
scist “totalitarian” war — the 
indiscriminate murder of women 
and children. They have taught 
the world a lesson of heroism and 
hope. 

The Army of the Centre which 
held back the Fascists at Las Ro- 
zas, Jarama and Guadalajara, the 
Army which made the words “No 
pasar&n” a heroic reality, has la- 
unched the offensive, broken the 
enemy front, and has held and 
improved its positions ag a i ns t a 
fierce counter-attack. 

The taking of Brunete, Villa- 
nueva de la Cafiada and other 
important positions is a turning 
point. If the offensive continues 
in the present circumstances the 
Fascists will not be able to rem- 
ain in front of Madrid, and the 
day may be very near when Itali- 
an and German shells will have 
fallen In the city for the last time. 

(Continued on page 1) 
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THE FO 

Anna Louise Strong, the well 
known author of books on the So- 
viet Union and recently of one on 
Spain, and Francis Gorman visi- 
ted the office of the “VOLUN- 
TEER” on July 4th. Their grea- 
test deal re was to spe nd the 
Fourth with the comrades In the 
lines. Military reasons made It 
Impossible. Francis Gorman, who 
attended the reception meeting of 
the Unified Socialist Youth of 
Madrid in honor of the Commu- 
nist and Socialist International 
Youth Delegations to Spain, left 
a message we print here, to be 
delivered to the American Con- 
tingent “wherrever they are”. 

Anna Louise Strong spoke over 
the Government Station E. A. R. 
to the United States. 

We give here below some 
exerpts of her speech. 

A few miles out of Madrid at 
the base which supplies transport 
to the forces around the city, se- 
veral scores of American truck - 
drivers and mechanics began the 
celebration with a breakfast of 
ham and eggs. Ham... and eggs' I 
assure you that’s a celebration in 
Madrid. Perhaps you will read of 
it in the Times tomorrow, for 
correspondents were there as 
guests. Later there was ice-cream 
and pop, and a speech on the mea- 
ning of Independence Day. Still 
later a base-ball game. But right 
in the middle of the game, with 
two men on bases and third at 
bat, the order came to ROLL... 
To got out the trucks for duty... 
So the base-ball game stopped 
while they did their bit in the war 
for Independence... 

... In a village near Albacele 
several hundred Americans in 
training camp... I saw them ce- 
lebrate last night... How they 
sang “Old Man River” and dozens 
of American songs mixed in with 
the Spanish "No Pasar&n". Nearly 
a thousand Americans in the ol- 
der battalions — the famous Lin- 
coln, four months unrelieved in 
the front lines, and recently gi- 
ven a rest: and the newer George 
Washington.. . These celebrated 
more seriously, moving steadily up 
to face the foe. Seventy Americans 
in medical units, field hospitals, 
base hospitals... 

...All of them know the mea- 
ning of Independence Day... They 
believe they know it better than 
the American Government knows 
It. 

... Let me give you glimpses of 



URTH IN MADRID 



a few of these Americans in Spain. 
First a truck driver. Down in Ali- 
cante. He had a free Sunday, and 
it came during harvest, when 
hundreds of Spanish city people 
were volunteering their Sundays 
to help get in the crops. It is a 



right to the land, and no land- 
lords can prevent putting through 
useful irrigation works. In spite 
of the drain of war these peasants 
are better off than before! 

... Wat are the chances of this 
battle. Let me mention a few 




American Com rabies In the reading room of the l n Regime nt de Train. 



bumper crop this year and the 
country-side is short handed, be* 
cause so many farmer boys have 
gone to fight the invaders... so 
this American truck driver volun- 
teered himself and the truck to 
carry workers of Alicante to the 
harvest fields. 

Up, up they went, over the 
rough mountain roads for a cou- 
ple of hours. "Till at last we ca- 
me", he said, “to what seemed the 
rim of the world, and we came 
over the rim and there was a val- 
ley rurrounded by mountains and 
in the valley seven villages. We 
dropped down to see one of them 
and the city folks organized in 
groups, with one old peasant to 
show each group. We cleaned up 
that field faster than it has ever 
been done before. Then at five o’ 
clock we all stopped and went to 
a nearby village for a celebration. 
There they showed us a big reser- 
voir wich they were celebrating, 
newly built... It gave the valley 
better irrigation than they had 
ever had before. They had built it 
this year, right in war time:., be- 
cause now the people have the 



things I note as I return after six 
months absence. I expected to 
find Spain exausted by a year of 
warfare. I find instead that it is 
fuller of energy than a year ago. 
The Spaniards tell you they have 
just begun to fight: they are just 
getting properly prepared. And 
this is true... Six months ago they 
were confident of ultimate victory. 
Now they are more supremely con- 
fident. They are preparing for a 
war as long as may be needed to 
drive out all enemy invaders and 
their Spanish tools. 

Economically the land is stron- 
ger also. Factories are working 
better, war supplies pour forth as 
they never did before... The farm- 
ing of the country has increased 
its sown area by seven per cent 
and is reaping a bumper crop. The 
irrigation reservoir I mentioned 
is only one sample of public im- 
provements being made right dur- 
ing the war... Education' also is 
forging ahead even ln war time, 
with 190 million pesetas more in 
this year's school budget than in 
last year. 

... Something remarkable has 



happened which the fascists did 
not foresee and which even the 
democratic countries do not yet 
appreciate... It Is this: Hitler and 
Mussolini’s tactics of sending ever 
increasing lots of fascist help, 
first war equipmen t, and later 
troops, has defeated its own end. 
,Eveiy wave of invading Italians 
caused an answering wave of 
Spanish volunteers to fight them. 
The painful goad of neccessity 
compelled the Spanish people to 
build a new army and then to 
improve it and keep on improving. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

June 29. — At the last French 
partial elections which took place 
Sunday, June 27 , the Popular 
Front ballot won in eveiy place, 
the Communist Party showing 
decided increase in votes obtained. 

* 

June 30. — English newspaper 
men in Naples, were informed 
that they would no longer be al- 
lowed to visit the port. 

According to fascist authorities, 
English reporters have been sen- 
ding “lies" concerning the sailing 
of troops and shipping of war ma- 
terials to Spain. 

It is undoubtedly to avoid re- 
currence of such lies that they 
have been prohibited the approach 
to the true source of informa- 
tion. 

* 

July 1. — Operating from the Ri- 
ver shore, Japanese artillery sunk 
a Soviet gun boat on the River 
Amur, off the island of Senuffa. 
Immediately after the “incident" 
the Japanese Ambassador visited 
Comrade Litvinof, to express the 
opinion that it was the view of 
the Japanese government that the 
river Amur, including the islands, 
was the frontier between the 
U. S. S. R. and Manchukuo. 

The coincidence of the “inci- 
dent” with the latest developments 
in European diplomacy around the 
question of "Non intervention" is 
quite transparent. 

July 2. — U. S. Ambassador to 
Moscow, Joseph Davis, visited the 
Japanese Ambassador Shigemitsu 
and expressed his personal wish 
that the incident would remain 
localised and without further con- 
sequences. 

Soviet authorities state that the 
U. S. S. R. boats which were at 
the scene of the sinking are not 
gun boats, but small cutters ar- 
med only with machine guns and 
small calibre artillery. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

(Continued^ 



Madrid, ihe grave of fascism 

(Omtiaoed from page or.f ) 

The fight hu been a hard one. 
The Fascists, as well as ourselv- 
es, realise how much is at stake 
and have resisted and counter- 
attacked desperately. Our sod di- 
em have had to fight against the 
rebel shock -troops, and have tak- 
en positions which the enemy had 
fortified for months. 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF VIC- 
TORY 

The successes we have gained 
have only been possible because 
of the courage and morale ot cur 
soldiers. Some of our best com- 
rades have fallen. The road our 
Army is travelling today is a 
difficult one, but it leads to great 
victories. 

It is not an exaggeration to say 



that these few days may decide 
the future happiness of millions 
of people. But we can await the 
outcome with confidence. 

The militia of the early days 
saved Spain. Now our new Peop- 
le’s Army has proved that it can 
successfully undertake a large sca- 
le offensive. Our aviation, artil- 
lery and tanks have proved tli^ir 
worth. Our war material, the 
fighting spirit of our soldiers, the 
successful work cf the Commis- 
sars, the abdiity of our military 
leaders, the intensification of work 
in the fields and factories, the 
growing unity behind the lineo, 
the successes already gained by 
the Armies of Aragon and the 
South, and the possibilities which 
the Madrid offensive has given 
them — all these factors are the 
foundations of our victory. 

With our People's Army, a go- 
vernment which is proving that 
It can lead us to success, and the 
strengthening of the unity of all 
Anti-Fascists in Spain, the way is 
being opened to the final decisive 
battles which will drive out the 
invader and inflict a smashing 
defeat on world Fascism. 



Thanks to Soviet diplomacy, 
wich refuses to accept provoca- 
tion, an incident quite evidently 
meant to create a major diploma- 
tic disturbance, and perhaps war, 
ended in a complete victory for 
the Soviet Union. Coming at mo- 
ment of tension such as this, and 
on the hee's of a recrudescence of 
provocations by Germany end Ita- 
ly. this victory is of importance 
that cannot be exagerated. 

* 

Lisbon 5. — According to the di- 
rector of the Portuguese Radio 
Club in a radio speech to the na- 
tion, the Halo-German policy in 
Spain is not in agreement with 



Franco's view, Their assert! veners 
and large scale invasion has hurt 
the cause of Franco before what 
is now fascist Spain and the rest 
of Europe. 

July 5. — The fascist pirate crui- 
ser “Almirante Cervera” seized 
the French Steamship Company’s 
freighter “Tregastel” off the San- 
tander Coast. 

The French coast guard boat 
“Vauquois" which had left imme- 
diately upon receiving the infor- 
mation for Santander returned to 
San Juan de Luz, after carrying 
out the order to scour the coast 
for the "Tregastel”, with the in- 
formation that the freighter was 
taken under guard of a rebel pi- 
rate ship into Bilbao harbor. 

July 5. —The paper “L’Ami du 
Peuple” in an article commenting 
the seizure of the "Tregastel” sta- 
tes: The probabilities of peace de- 
pend on the energetic conduct of 
Paris and London. 

"L’Humanit€” says: For France 
tc tcierate piratical actions by the 
rebels and their allies would be a 
monstrosity. 

The "Tregastel” was en route 
to Santander to take on refugees 



and had on board observers of the 
Control Commission. 

Paris 5. — "Le Temps”, Frencu 
conservative paper, in an article 
entitled "An- appeal to Reason” 
demands that both England and 
France demand the inviolabllty 
cf the territorial rights of Spain 
and that Spain's interests in the 
Mediterranean be respected. 

July 3. — The Manchukuo Soviet 
border incident is closed, with the 
exception- of the request to Japan 
by Comrade Litvinof, for a pay- 
ment of an indemnity for the los- 
ses suffered. 



Martial Law Closes 
Plant in Johnstown 

Harrisburg, RA. — Gov. George 
H. Earle announced tonight that 
solution of the Eethlehem Steel 
Corporation strike problem in 
Johnstown has been placed in the 
hands of President Roosevelt's 
steel mediation board. Earle an- 
nounced also that martial Uw in 
Johnstown will not be lifted to- 
night or tomorrow although the 
steel corporation has complied 
with the Governor’s orders to clo- 
se it3 huge struck Cambria plant. 



Bus Strike Ends With 
Five More Arrests 

The strike of Liverpool busmen, 
which began on Saturday last 
against the speeding-up of time 



schedules, ended this morning 
'following a mass meeting of stri- 
kers. which lasted for four hours. 

Through their' strike committee 
the men were informed that ne- 
gotiations would te opened on the 
men's complaints immediately a 
resumption of work took place. 
On this understanding the strikers 
voted by 188 to 119 in favour of 
a return to work today. 

It is reported that while the 
Ribble Motor Company is prepa- 
red to reinstate the strikers it is 
intended to fine each man 6s. for 
alieged breach of contract. 

If this attitude is persisted in 
it will indicate that the company 
is approaching the question of ne- 
gotiations in a very bad spirit and 
its actions will intensify bitter- 
ness not only among the Liver- 
pool men, but at all centres of 
the Ribbles Services. 



Children Make 
Archeological Find 

A group of children playing in 
the yard of the school at Pyat- 
nitsky village, near Tula, while 
digging In the ground discovered 
an Iron gun weighing 70 kg. The 
gun dates from the beginning of 
the 17th century and it is presu- 
med that it was captured front 
the Muscovite Tsar Vasili Shuisky 
by insurgent peasants and Cos- 
sacks. The find was turned over 
to the Tula Museum. 
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A BUMPER CROP 



Over 7,500 tons of seed 110 mil- 
lions of pesetas, all kinds of tech- 
nical help and advice, along - with 
favorable weather are produc- 
ing - this year a bumper crop for 
Loyalist Spain. 

The work of the Minister of 
Agriculture in helping the Span- 
ish peasantry has been remarka- 
ble, and has succeded in offsetting 
quite completely whatever harm 
forced collectivisation, “expropift- 
tion” and pro- fascist propaganda 
tried to accomplish. 

In a country like Spain, where 
agriculture was left for centuries 
very much to the mercy of the 
weather, of God and of the large 
land-owners, to see the govern- 
ment actively helping and even 
stimulating better ways in agri- 
culture is something which has 
found immediate response among 
the workers in the fields. 

Speaking on the subject of col- 
lectivisation in agriculture, Vin- 
cente Uribe, Minister for Agri- 
culture recently said: "War must 
be won on all fronts, and since 
we have not won it as yet, it is 
premature to attempt dangerous 
experiments. Until now we had 
to face violence and oppression 
by elements which we must call 
"Incontrollables”. These elements 
were not numerous, but they 
roamed through the countryside 
robbing the peasants. 

"The Communist Party, which 
I represent in the Cabinet, told 
the peasants that they had a right 
to their crop and advised the pea- 
sants to resist the forced seizure 



3 Taxi Firms Agree 
To Poll On Union 

NEW YORK. — Another victory 
was won by the Transport Wor- 
kers Union, CIO, when represen- 
tatives of three taxi fleets agreed 
to an election among their 10,000 
workers for a collective bargai- 
ning agency. The understanding 
was reached after a short hea- 
ring before the City Industrial Re- 
lation Board. 

The Sun shine -Radio System, 
Inc., employing approximately 
6,000 men, was represented by Ot- 
to Gutfreund. The Atlas and Li- 
berty Fleets, with a total of 4.0C0 
men were represented by A. Ro- 
senblatt and Bernard L. Gold. The 
latter fleets are In one association 
and for the purpose of the elec- 
tion will be considered one orga- 
nization. 



FOR 1937 

by any means found convenient. 
The advice of the Communist Par- 
ty and the active help supplied 
to the peasants gave them new 
courage for work, and the result 
is a full and unusual crop.” 



6.500 Strike in An- 
thracite 

TAMAQUA. Pa. — About 6.500 
anthracite miners went on strike 
again today in the Panther Creek 
region in protest against pay cuts 
of "consideration miners”. 

The consideration miners, sup- 
ported by the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, contended that 
their pay was being cut for one 
hour a day's work and as a result 
they were receiving no benefit 
under the new seven bour shift. 

Consideration miners are those 
paid by the hour instead of by 
production, and work in less de- 
sirable parts of the diggings. 

700 Kids March on 
Picket Line 

Indian Harbor, Ind. — The chil- 
dren’s picket line in the steel stri- 
ke was a huge succes on Satur- 
day, with between 700 and 800 
youngsters on the line, singing 
and shouting before the gates of 
Inland Steel first, and Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube later on. 

In between, the children 
marohed through two miles of the 
city’s streets, letting John Q. Pu- 
blic know there was a steel strike 
on, and they were with the stri- 
kers. 



Metro Workers Are 
Active in Amateur 
Art Circles 

Learning to play as well as to 
work, 2.000 subway builders are 
now members of amateur art cir- 
cles maintained at subway shafts, 
according to Y. Teltelbaum, di- 
rector of amateur art activities 
for Metrostroi (Metro Construc- 
tion Trust). 

Leading in this sphere of cul- 
tural activity is Shaft No. 75, lo- 
cated on Ploshchad Mayakovsko- 
vo, whose song ensemble, Ukrain- 
ian chorus and brass band hold 
an eminent place in Metrostroi’s 
rosier of able entertainers. 

A self-taught- chorus and or- 
chestra that have won deserved 
praise at public appearances are 
those of Shaft No. 61 on lower 
Ulitsa Gorkovo, No paid instruc- 
tors are engaged to direct these 
groups. 



Tenants Flock into De- 
troit Renters Group 

DETROIT, Mich. — More than 
5,000 applications for membership 
have been received in a few we- 
eks by the Renters and Consu- 
mers League. It has been repor- 
United Auto Workers’ Union. 

Furay is chairman of the organ- 
ization, wich Is sponsored by the 
United Auto Workers Union. 

Hundreds of letters are being 
received at the newly-opened of- 
fices of the organization from 
victims of landlord racketeers who 
are taking advantage of an acute 
housing shortage by raising rents 
without limit. 



London Dockers Re- 
turn To Work 

Yesterday the dock strike hero 
for 16s. a day extended to the 
whole of the docks. Over 7,000 
dockers were out by midday and 
all work was brought to a stand- 
still. 

The extension of the strike 
was effected by mass deputa- 
tions of those already on stri- 
ke to the different docks in 
the area. 

At a mass meeting held last 
night the dockers decided to re- 
turn to work pending the outco- 
me of the National negotiations 
on the same claim which opened 
in London today. 

All through the day both em- 
ployers and trade union officials 
made strenuous efforts to secure 
a return to work. The employers 
were particularly anxious to dis- 
charge the perishable cargoes on 
some of the boats and to clear 
liners which were held up by the 
dispute. 

A joint statement issued early 
in the morning, confirming the 
declaration made yesterday that 
the dispute was unofficial and ur- 
ging the men to return, had no 
effect. 



500 million rubles For 
Art Theater, Music 

More than 500 million rubles 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction, 
organization and upkeep of or- 
chestras and choruses, expenditu- 
res on art schools, and so on. 

The U. R. S. S. will have 813 
theaters by Jan. 1, 1938, as against 
775 at the beginning of this year. 
Large theaters are to be opened 
in Novosibirsk, Smolensk, Ivano- 
vo and Kirov, while the new pre- 
mises for the Meyerhold Theater 
in Moscow will be completed. A 
new drama theater is to be built 
in Leningrad. 

The number of cinemas in the 
Soviet Union will be increased du- 
ring the current year by 3,000, 
bringing the total to 30,000. At 
present there is not a single dis- 
trict in the Soviet Union which 
has not its own permanent or tra- 
veling cinema. Seventy-five new 
fl'rr.j, as well as 15 childrens' and 
10 popular scientific films, will be 
released this year. 
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THE INTERNAL CONDITIONS 

OF GERMANY 



It is an obvious fact that ne- 
cessity is what compels govern- 
ments to commit desperate acts. 
The internal conditions of Italy 
and Germany are obviously des- 
perate and no amount of fascist 
propaganda will ever convince the 
world of the contrary. How des- 
perate the conditions of Germany 
are, for instance, one gathers from 
the following facts: 

The “Frankfurter Zeitung" of 
June 21 publishes the following 
Interesting little article: 

MORE VEGETARLES-LESS 
MEAT 

The reforms In the work corps 
and In the army. 

Berlin. June 20. — In full agre- 
ement with the efforts being ma- 
de by the Bureau of Public Health, 
which has always been In favor 
of greater use of potatoes and of 
vegetables In place of an exagge- 
rated use ef meat and fats, tho 
work corps of the Reich has mo- 
dified very satisfactorily Its met- 
hods of feeding. According to 
the latest Information supplied by 
a news agency, the army also Ik 
developing at present new met- 
hods of feeding. There also the 
results are exceedingly satisfac- 
tory. 

At about the same time that 
this piece of Information was pu- 
blished, Fascist Germany was try- 
ing Its damndest to create an in- 
ternational incident by inventing 
the story of an attempted torpe- 
doeing of the cruiser “I^elpzig '. 

Some people, unlucktily believe 
that a nation cannot wage a war 
when the economic conditions are 
so desperately poor. We know 
that the contrary is the truth. 

At this moment Germany is the 
prey of a great deception. Although 
the international market Is quite 
favorable, she is not capable of 
maintaining a favorable balance 
with the outside world. 

Because of poor crops In the 
last two years, the import of 
grain cut deeply into the export 
balancs of Germany. The first 
two years of fascism saw the beet 
crops Germany had seen In many 
yean. Fascism was quick to 
take advantage of the situation 
and to claim full credit for what 



was produced by an unusually fa- 
vorable meteorological condition. 
The statistics of foreign gTain 
stocks on hand will give a clearer 



view of the real condition than 
any amount of writing. 

April 1 936. Wheat on hand, 
1.231.700 tons.; White flour on 
hand, 141.100; Rye on hand, 
896.100 tons.; Rye flour on hand. 
65.600 tons. 

By April 1937 the stocks had 
shrunk to- Wheat, 649.500 tons.; 
Wheat flour, 70.100: Rye, 788.500; 
Rye Flour, 54.100. 

But according to reliable infor- 
mation. German farmers in April 
of last year had some grain 
stocks still undelivered. This 
year the final delivery of grain 
was made long before April. 

Because the good crops of the 
first two years were considered a 
permanent victory of fascism, and 
because the problem of grain pro- 
duction was thought solved, all 
reserves were allowed to be dis- 



sipated and the money normally 
spent for gTain purchase went for 
v/ar preparations. And so now 
after cutting the bread rations 
and after the meatless days and 
the speeches by Gdring on the 
necessity of cannon instead of 
butter we see a vegetarian army 
in the making. 



July 5.— A strongly worded let- 
ter, accusing the Nazis of sowing 
“the seed of hatred against Chris- 
tianity*’ and referring to an at- 
tempt to murder Cardinal Faul- 
h uber, Archbishop of Bavaria, has 
been sent to Hitler by the Bishop 
of Berlin, Count Preysing, on be- 
half of the German Episcopate. 

Referring to the charges made 
in the Nazi Press of late in con- 
nection with the trials of priests 
for "Immorality", the Bishop says: 

"If this flood of filth is to go on 
being poured over the whole of 
Germany, the damage ultimately 
done will be of immense propor- 
tions. I ask therefore that consi- 
deration should be shown for the 
welfare of the people and that the 
exploitation of such trials for pro- 
paganda purposes should be 
brought to an end." 



More and better 
Creamery Products 
Foreseen under Third 
Five-Year Plan 

Soviet butter under the Second 
Five-Year Plan established for It- 
self on the European market the 
reputation of being among the 
world’s best. One of the principal 
tasks of the Third Five-Year Plan 
Is to give Soviet cheese a similar 
position and to raise the Central 
Administration of the Butter and. 
Cheese Industry to a leading pla- 
ce in the Peoples Commissariat 
of the Food Industry of the 
FSSR. 

Discussing with the Moscow 
Daily News recently the perspec- 
tives of the Third Five-Year Plan, 
Ivan Pavlovich Slrotln, head of 
the Central Administration of the 
Butter and Cheese Industry of the 
Soviet l T nion, said that the main 
prerequisites lor fulfilling these 
tasks are reconstruction and to- 
tal mechanization of old plants 
and complete liquidation of “han- 
dicraft production. Strotin em- 
phasized the fact that he was re- 
fering only to products manufac- 
tured by enterprises of the Peo- 
ples* Commissariat of the Food 
Industry. “You must not forget’’, 
he said, “that the collective farms, 
numerous local enterprises and 
many cooperative organizations 
also sell butter, chesse and other 
milk products on the -Soviet mar- 
ker*. 




A night lecture at the Amo 1'ark. 
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TO THE BOYS OF THE LINCOLN, 
WASHINGTON, THE MACKENZIE- 
PAPINEAU BATTALIONS 

July 5, 1057 
and — If It has come up — 

Dear comrades, 

I was all set to come and see you, but I find you are, doing 
things much more important than seeing me... So I’m going to trail 
along with the Young Socialist-Communist Youth delegations, the 
Writers Congress, and other dull — and not so dull — non -combatants. 
Maybe later, when you folks have written a Jlttle more history, 1 shall 
come back to wTite it down, but by that time you will be chasing 
Franco so fast over the borders of Portugal and Into the Atlantic that 
you will be even harder to reach than now, 

I have been Impressed In coming back after six months absence, 
with the progress that Spain has made... Both In a military sense and 
even economically... A bumper harvest, harvested In part with the aid 
of "Red Sundaysi); factories now' really producing munitions; educa- 
tion forging ahead... 

Spain has a good chance of coming out of this war, not only vic- 
torious — of that there Is no doubt — but also as a new, modern mi- 
litary power in Europe, a power that will be passionately anti-fascist... 
It Is strange that England and France don’t see this, and get her for 
ally while the getting Is good... .All revolutionary wars, all wars for 
Independence, tend to leave after them a strong nation... Thus after 
the American War for independence. The French Revolution, the Rus- 
sian RevoHition... Thus will it be with Spain, .And I dont’t need tell 
you boys how Important it will be for all the anti-fascist forces of the 
world to have built up such an ally... 

Spain Is really the first action — or rather the second action — of 
that famous "final conflict" of which we all sing... Good luck to you 
in your share of It... 1 do not need to wish you good courage, for you 
all have that... 1 wish you coolness, good judgment, clear decision in 
the midst of what seems chaos, and quick, effective action to follow 
decision... For these — with the courage and conscious discipline you 
have alfreudy — will bring you through to a maximum success with 
minimum losses. 

We are all very proud of yon and are going to be prouder. 

ANNA I.OUISK STRONG 




Akron Rubber Workers 
join steel pickers 

AKRON, O. - Thousands of 
Akron Rubber Workers dodged 
around police barricades on main 
roads leading into Youngstown 
last night to join S.W.O.C. picket 
lines about the plants of the re- 
public Steel Co. 

This mustering of the fighting 
strength of the rubber workers’ 
international was the answer ma- 
de hero to the threat of Republic 
officials that struck plants in 
Youngstown would be opened at 
7 o'clock this morning. 

After a midnight mobilization 
of Akron CIO supporters at local 
union bails, an automobile cara- 
van of 4.000 rubber workers swept 
over the main roads from Akron 
to Youngstown. 

The main column was preceded 
by motorcycle scouts who repor- 
ted police barricades and guided 



the rubber workers over unguar- 
ded back roads to their objectives 
in the Youngstown strike areas. 

A few hundred of the robber 
workers were turned back by po- 
lice at hastily erected, barriers 
outside Youngstow.n Forty were 
arrested and jailed on charges 
ranging from carrying "concealed 
weapons" to suspicion. 

By 4:30 a. m. the rubber work- 
ers had massed by the thousands 
with striking steel workers befo- 
re the gates of the Repu blic 
plants where Tom Girdler’s “Back 
to Work" march had been sche- 
duled. 

3.000 textile workers out. 

CLEVELAND. Ohio. — Nearly 
3.000 workers of the Cleveland 
Worsted Mills of this city, and 
Rayenne, Ohio, came out on strike 
after attempts by the Textile 
Workers' Organizing Committee 
to reach an agreement with firm 
failed. 



Connecticut Unions 
Speed Political Action 

C. I. O. and A F. of L Locals, 
Farm and Church Groups Name 
State Committee for Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League at New Haven. 

NEW HAVEN, Conn.— Repre- 
sentatives of C. I. O. and A. F. of 
L. unions today joined together 
for independent political action 
with the formation of a state 
branch of Labor’s Non-Partisan 
League in Connecticut. Represen- 
tatives of nearly every union in 
the state were present. 

Besides adopting numerous re- 
solutions, the conference accepted 
in principle a constitution for the 
state organization, elected & state 
committee, and laid plans for fu- 
ture work. 

Cto calls Labor "Holiday" at East 
St. Louis. 

EAST ST. LOUIS. 111.— The CIO 
called a "labor holiday" involving 
the 3.000 employees of the Swift 
end Armour packing plants here 
yesterday. 

The move was a step towards 
organizing the packing industry. 



The American F.ont 

This Is taken from a letter re- 
ceived by a comrade In Spain from 
New York. 

"Things are happening fast 
here. The C. I. O. which was a 
strong breeze when you left has 
become a veritable cyclone. It has 
really engage-” the masses. Even 
the most ba^ ..ward workers lie 
awake nights praying that the 
C. I. O. will come to their shops 
next. For Instance the Irishman 
down stairs told me this morning 
he was Itching for the C. I. O. to 
come and organize the bnUdlng 
amply ees.” 

"Really If you read everything 
in the Worker from day to day 
you get sort of dizzy. We are 
marching forward at a tremendous 
pace. . . . America is going to have 
a People’s Front. America Is going 
to have a large trade Union mo- 
vement and In this movement we 
are going to be decisive^. 



Motor products Closed by sit-down 

DETROIT, Mich.— The Motor 
Products Corp. plant, a subsidiary 
of the Briggs Manufacturing Co., 
was closed by a sit-down yester- 
day when the company locked out 
1 ; drivers. More than 3.500 
workers are affected. 



TO THE LINCOLN BATTALION: 
DEAR FELLOW-WORKERS: 

I wanted very much to visit the Lincoln Battalion, 

but as you yourselves know, it was impossible. In the 
absence of a personal visit, however I want to send you 

a message. 

To-day is a very apt time to send greetings to Ame- 
ricans fighting for the Independence of Spanish wor- 
kers from international fascism. Our own Revolution 
1 50 years ago was not dissimilar. 

I am going home from my brief but fruitful trip to 
Spain determined to rally the whole American trade 
union movement behind the struggle in Spain. 

The cause of the Spanish workers is the cause of 
democracy, and as much our concern as Spain's. You 
here have realized this. My duty is to see that the mil- 
lions of other workers in America also realize it. 

My thought are with you, and my warmest frater- 
nal greetings to the Battalion. 

FRANCIS GORMAN 

President United Textile Workers of America. 
Member North American Committee to aid 
Spanish Democracy. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Larra. «. Tel. 41100.— Madrid. 
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TOWARDS ONE WORKER 



This week Comrade Thorez, lea- 
der of the French Communist 
Party addressed another appeal to 
the Second International for con- 
crete decisions in the question of 
aid to the Spanish people. With 
considerable melancholy we have 
to admit that this is proof that 
the Socialist parties of Europe 
have not all yet realised that the 
historic moment for internatio- 
nal solidarity has arrived, and 
with someting of shame one must 
record that the objection within 
the Second International to work- 
ing with the Comintern has come 
chiefly from the British Labour 
Party, which too evidently ap- 
pears to be keeping step with 
,\i- Eden. 

Within Spain, working eUss uni- 
ty lias made one more step for- 
v/arii this week with the present- 
ing to ti-,e Executive Committee 
oi the Spanish Workers' Socialist 
Tarty of tne Communist Party's 
official proposal for the fusion of 
the two parties. 

A < ONCKETB PROGRAMME IS 
OUTLINED 

In the preambule the Commun- 
ist Party says that the joining of 
the two parties and the creation 
of one workers' party is absolu- 
tely essential to the winning of 
the war and the revolution, and 
to the safegaurding of the Po- 
pular Front, as also of the direc- 
tion of the national economy. 
"Without this unification it is dif- 
ficult to conceive the economic 
and social organisation of the New 
Spain.” 

This fusion should not be dif- 
ficult, says Jos6 Diaz, because 
“there are no divergences of prin- 
ciple between the Parties. Both 
are inspired by the Marxist-Leni- 
nist ideology, whose best expon- 
ent and upholder today is Com- 
rade Stalin; both regard as their 
historic mission the destruction of 
capitalist exploitation, of all ex- 
ploitation and oppression of man 
by man, or of one nation by ano- 
ther; and the building of the So- 
cialist (Communist) society with- 
out classes”. 

The first point of the program- 
me deals with the army stren- 
gthening OF THE FIGHTING 
POWER OF THE POPULAR RE- 



GULAR ARMY OF THE REPU- 
BLIC. 

This paragraph demands "the 
suppression of the Militia or of 
autonomous sectors of the front: 
better application of the decree 
on obligatory service: steady in- 



Conirades; it Ls not the most 
fitting that one man alone should 
write what he feels about the loss 
of our comrade. I have telegraphed 
to London for a biography of 
Comrade Brown, but so far it has 
not arrived. When it does it will 
be published in full. 

George and I slept In the same 
room while he was stationed here 
In Madrid. I had never met him 
before, but we soon became good 
friends; those who have worked 
with him will know why. We used 
often to talk of political work. 
Ho always spoke humorously of 
his own work, but listening to his 
shrewd uccounts and analyses, and 
feeling his sincerity and steady 
conviction, one could understand 
his great worth to the workers’ 
movement. 

There was an affectionate 
warmth In Comrade George 
Brown, combined with a hard and 
clear understanding that made 
him a splendid companion In 
work. Dry and mechanical forma- 
lity hod no place In our comrade, 
everything was living material, to 
be handled with sympathy and 
care. I never saw him treat a 
single problem as a mere matter 
of routine. 

He was always anxious to return. 

I remember how Harry Pollltt, 
to the comrades of the Battalion. 
George and I rode down past the 



crease of the number of well- 
trained, well-armed and well-dis- 
ciplined reserves: , energetic and 
methodical purge to cleanse the 
military apparatus of traitors, sa- 
boteurs and incapables; a fearless 
policy of promoting to high com- 



North station In Madrid through 
the ruined outskirts of the city, 
That afternoon he told me again 
that he wanted to be back with 
you comrades. A day later he 
came excitedly to me, obviously 
very happy, and said he was In- 
deed returning to you. We talked 
a long time on the stairs of this 
building, over an hour; he bad a 
humorous remark about that also. 
The next day I was sent to Va- 
lencia. When I returned I heard 
of his death. Well, comrades, you 
knew him better than we did, but 
it was a very sad day for us. 

The battle for liberty cannot 
be fought without losses. His was 
u very great loss. Comrade Lenin 
once said that for every Com- 
munist who falls a hundred will 
take his place. There will be, there 
must be someone who will later 
replace our comrade, because His- 
tory has signalled us out for Vic- 
tory. Nevertheless we mourn him 
as a grand fighter and as a man. 
Whoever follows him will have a 
fine example. 

I said that It seemed wrong to 
me that I should write about Com- 
rade Brown, because he was the 
Battalion’s comrade. But I knew 
him, I knew his great worth and 
his fine manliness and that ls why 
I have written. 





COMRADE GEORGE BROWN 

To the comrades of the English Battalion 



S PARTY 

mand of the leaders who have 
sprung from the people and have 
received their training In the fire 
of battle; supreme unified com- 
mand... and practical and moral 
help to raise the prestige of the 
war commissars in their extreme- 
ly responsible work”. 

On the question of war Indus- 
try the programme says “it Is 
necessary to ask the government 
to proceed immediately with the 
nationalisation and militarisation 
of all existing war industries as 
well as the creation of new ones, 
handing over of all arms in the 
reaguard, and a mass drive 
among the working class to in- 
crease the level of production. 
New roads are called for, as also 
the development of transport re- 
cources. 

COORDINATION OF ECONOMY 
AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
WORKING CONDITIONS 

Here a centralisation of all 
planning is demanded, together 
with the municipaliaation of pu- 
blic and urban services. Trade 
Unions and Workers cooperati- 
ves are to be represented on the 
National Board of Economy 
Though the workers well under- 
stand that during war time it is 
difficult to carry out thorough 
going reforms yet these are ne- 
cessary; the conditions of the 
workers must be rapidy improved. 

An Intensification of agricultu- 
ral production must be worked 
for also. The soil must be gua- 
ranteed to those who work it, the 
peasant must be free to collecti- 
vise or not as he desires, financial, 
technical and commercial help 
must be given to the peasants, 
whether working individually or 
in freely formed collectives. 

Other sections of this extremely 
Interesting document deal with 
the right of certain areas of 
Spain to a great degree of inde- 
pcodance. This, of course, refers 
to Catalonia, Biscaya and Gali- 
cia. Only on the basis of indepen- 
dence and mutual trust can a 
really united Spain come into 
existence. In another paragraph 
the Communist Party proposes 
that the policy of maintaining 
good relations with the loyal sec- 
tions of the middle class shall be 
continued. 





All this Is presented to the So- 
cialist party not as a cut and dried 
plan, hut as material for discus- 
rion which conforms to the ge- 
neral line of the Party. 



PlUNCinJ^ OF ORGANISA- 
TION 

That the campaign for unity 
has gone for beyond the propa- 
ganda stage can be seen from 
this, that the proposals Include a 
section dealing with the organi- 
sation of the future party. This 
Is part of what is suggested, “de- 
mocratic centralism and severe, 
voluntarily imposed discipline, 
right of criticism and discussion 
and duty of selfcriticism but, 
when a decision is taken on a 
question... the decision must be 
obligatory for everyone." 



THE OPINION OF SOCIALISTS 
AND V. G. T. MEMBERS 

The issue of Saturday of the 
U. G. T. organ "Claridad" is com- 
menting of the problem of work- 
ing class unity says. 

“The struggle and work in com- 
mon have created, between socia- 
lists and communists, a solidarity 
and an identity of aspiration and 
sacrifice, which today is expres- 
sed in the vehement desire for 
unty... we can better commemorate 
this first anniversary of the war 
by muiting - closer the union which 
we have forged out in the tren- 
ches and which we have wa- 
tered with our blood.'' 

In headlines “Claridad" demands 
ONE SINGLE PARTY FOR THE 
PROLETARIAT. This is the spirit . 
of unity which will brings us vic- 
tory, this Is the vision which eve- 
ry worker who values his own in- 
tegrity has always had, this is 
our guarantee of a world that an 
honest man may be happy to live 
in. At this moment the thrilling 
words of Pasionaria are ringing 
out over the wireless from the 
great meeting which the two par- 
ties are holding today in Madrid. 
There are enemies of unity, even 
In Spain, but they will be power- 
less to hold back the tide. How 
long will the gentlemen of Trans- 
port house keep closed their eyes ? 
The workers of Spain demand 
unity between the two Interna- 
tionals. They are right, for they 
are the vanguard of the proleta- 
rian world. 
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THE PIG’S SNOUT IN 
SPANISH ECONOMY 



The speech made by Hitler in 
Wuerzburg on June 27, in which 
he said that what Germany is 
after is the iron ore of the Ba- 
sque provinces, only put before 
the eyes of the general public 
what in the intern&tinal financial 
and industrial world had long 
been known. 

The conquest of Spain’s mine- 
ral wealth by Germany afid Italy 
might have been carried out in 
a comparatively peaceful way had 
the fascist generals and “noble- 
men” been able to conquer the 
central government and submit 
Spain rapidly and decisively. Fail- 
ing in that attempt, as wc all 
know, the war “against the reds * 
as Hitler and Mussolini tried to 
call it at the beginning, was 
bound to take on more and more 
a decided form of economic con- 
quest, unashamed and ruthless. 

What agreements have been 
made between Italy and Germany 
concerning the partition of the 
spoils we do not know, but Spain 
possesses rich iron deposits in 
Spanish Morocco, and among 
other places, extremely rich de- 
posits of high grade ore near 
Bilbao. 

German heavy industry is no- 
toriously short of iron ore under 
its own direct control. Since long 
ago the large manufacturers of 
the Rhineland and of Westphalia 
have been casting voracious eyes 
cn Northern Spain. 

Ferdinand Frieden3burg in hij 
book “Mineral deposits as factors 
of political and military power”, 
printed in Stuttgart in 1936 says: 

“The great and ever increasing 
activity of Germany in the field 
of international mining economy 
has as a goal, first of all the oil 
cf Rumania, the iron ore produc- 
tion of France, Spain and Scandi- 
navia and the conquest of l^ad 
and zinc ore in other part ts of the 
world. (Spain is also rich in lead 
and zinc.) 

Krupp tried as long ago as 1924 
to lay its hand on Spanish iron 
when, at the time of the notorious 
deal about the cannon shells per- 
cussion cap patents, Vickers ga- 
ve Krupp the Basque iron mining 
and smelting plants “Fabrlca Mie- 



res, S. A." in exchange for the 
British patent rights. Krupp has 
also interests in the “Cnconera 
Iron Co.” of Bilbao, in the "Ma- 
quinista Terrestre y Maritma” 
of Barcelona and in several ship- 
building plants, chiefly in that of 
“Echevariata” of Cadiz. 

It was on the 22d of January 
that the "Wirtschftsdients" (Eco- 
nomic Informations) of Hamburg 
rather dolefully stated that “The 
Spanish heavy industry centers, 
chiefly the iron ore region sur- 
rounding Bilbao and the coal mi- 
nes of Asturias were not yet un- 
der Franco’s control. Two weeks 
later, Mola started the offensive 
against Bilbao using for the ac- 
tion freshly arrived troops from 
Italy and Germany. The organ of 
Hjalmar Schacht at about the 
fame time made a politico-mili- 
tary commentary on the necces- 
slty of conquering the Basque iron, 
which is the most frank statem- 
ent yet made on the motives of 
Germany in this war. “The mena- 
ce of tha nationalist troops against 
the iron min eral region of Bilbao... 
touches the interests of Great Bri- 
tain not only in what concerns 
the freedom of the seas... but also 
on what is by far the moot deli- 
cate problem, whic^ is the of iron 
ore supply to this British new ar- 
mament program.” The paper con- 
tinues by saying that the absence 
of the iron ore would considerably 
embarrass the British program. 

And so the strange game of 
hide and seek of the democratic 
countries for ever ready to duck 
the blows without taking a defini- 
te stand against the Fascist black- 
mailers goes on. The new propo- 
sal by Great Britain for a new 
form of control against Spain is 
one more evidence that the lesson 
has not yet been learned, and that 
fascist insolence may run wild for 
some time longer. 

The interests of Great Britain 
are unquestionably in opposition to 
those of Germany and Italy, but 
the British Tories are still wa- 
vering between democratic Spain 
and a fascist assertion against the 
workers the world over. Hence the 
tltubationa... 



July 9. — Here is how “Pravda” 
comments on the visit of George 
Lansbury to Mussolini. 

"In April this year Mr. Laos- 
bury visited Hitler, taking upon 
himself the high mission of trans- 
forming the leader of German Fa- 
scism Into "a peacemaker and ge- 
nuine Christian" 

"With this some aim Lansbury 
now goes to Rome. He Intends 
to preach non-resistance to the 
Duoe himself." 

"Lansbury is, in essence, play- 
ing the role of advocate for the 
most die-hard aggressors, the 
most outspoken warmongers. His 
trip to Berlin was moat advanta* 
geous for German diplomacy, 
which at that time found It pro- 
fitable demagogically to demon- 
strate Its pseudo peace-loving po- 
licy In order to receive an Inter- 
national loan. 

FALLEN AGAIN 

"Now Lansbury has fallen Into 
the Fascist trap again. Musso l ini, 
who Is carrying on large-scale In- 
tervention In Spain, has nothing 
against coming out In Irresponsi- 
ble talk with this Labour leader 
as a picture of holi n ess , wishing 
only eternal peace and quiet In 
Europe. 

"Undoubtedly Lansbury’s visit 
of respect to the Fascists takes 
place not without the knowledge 
of certain circles in Britain, which 
constantly pursue the policy of 
helping the aggressors morally or 
materially." ' 

Juli 10. — Juan March, the 
smuggling millionaire and business 
agent for the Spanish Fascist Re- 
bels, is once more on bis way to 
Rome. 

More about him, the meaning 
of his trips and on the importan- 
ce of the man can be gathered 
from the letter quoted here below 
and written by the former Spanish 
Minister Diego Hidalgo to a friend 
in Switzerland. 

OWE ALL TO MARCH 

"Without March all would have 
been lost some time ago. When 
one day we have the opporunity 
to talk to one another again, I 
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will explain to you how It Is that 
the support we have received 
from Italy and Germany for our 
movement we owe entirely to 
March. You can take it from me 
that the Germans and Italians in 
Spain share this high opinion of 
him. 

"From a friend like yourself I 
cannot conceal the truth. Franco, 
who Is clever, would have done 
had success come quickly, as we 
hoped, but he is useless in a hard 
fight. He Is not the stuff that 
leaders are made of; the conse- 
quence Is that the “fal an gists'* 
don't treat him seriously, and he 
Inspires no confidence among the 
traditionalists, the monarchists, 
and even In mill tar circles. 

"ONLY BRAIN” 

"March, who Is the real and 
only brain we have, is working, to 
finish up as head of the state, or 
to become at least a representati- 
ve leading figure, entitled to no- 
minate a government based on 
real talent. The unfortunate part 
about it is that this talent shows 
no sign of putting in an appearan- 
ce, unless it be in the person of 
March himself, which, you under- 
stand, is of course quite Impos- 
sible”. 

SUBMIT TO ALL UNITS AND 
HOSPITALS 

Comrades: In order to facilitate 
and render more officient the ex- 
pedition of mail, the following ru- 
les and regulations must be ob- 
served. 

1) Your a dress is , as the follo- 
wing example: 

Socorro Rojo, Plaza AUozano 
N ... Albacete (Espafta). 

Your unit number will be given 
*o you by the responsible comrade 
of the unit you join. No other 
adress will do. 

2) Outgoing a dresses must be 
as follows. 

John Doe , 245 W 45th St„ New 
York , N. Y. (U. 8. A.). 

John Doe, 16 Gloucester Place, 
London , W. C. t England ). 

3) There shall not appear any 
return adress, rubber stamp im- 
pressions; postage stamps or any 
wording , markings ets. that i could 
indicate the original point of de- 
parture, for any correspondence. 

There are only two countries 
Franco and Czechoslovakia, to 
which mail can be sent direct. 

4) No officially headed paper 
or envelopes arc to be used for 
private correspondence purposes. 

5) Envelopes are not to be 
sealed. 
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6) No panoramic photographs 
or postcard views other than sin- 
gle buildings will be passed . All 
postcards must be enclosed in en- 
velopes. 

8) No report of deaths unless 
officially confirmed , Information 
to be obtained from political com- 
missar. 

9 ) No articles to the press 
whatever, will be passed, unless 
sanctioned the Political Com- 
missar of Unit or Brigade. 

10) No names of towns or 
fronts must appear on heading or 
in body of letter. No strategic 
descriptions of military actions or 
battles allowed. 

11) Packets of up to 500 gram- 
mes can be conveniently forwar- 
ded both ways. In view of our past 
experiences it is indented that it 
is necessary to register all packets 
and parcels, or letters with valua- 
ble objects enclosed . 

12) All applications for leave 
of absence, or repatriation must 
be submitted through the regular 
channels indicated. Letters ad- 
dressed otherwise will be returned. 

13) Any letters or packages 
which do not conform to the abo- 
ve regulations w l ll either be re- 
turned to the responsible comrade 
of Unit; or subjected to a delay 
of from three days to three weeks. 
We cannot hold up the mail of the 
comrades who are abiding by the 
rules. 

14) No telegrams will be ac- 
cepted, unless approved and sig- 
ned for by the Political Commis- 
sar of the Base. 

By order of the Government. 

Base de las Brlgadas Inter- 
naclonales. ComJsario po- 
litico. 
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Soviet pavilion monument at the Pari* exi- 
bltloa. 



"War”, writes the great milita- 
ry theorist Von Clause witz, “is 
the continuation of politics." The 
Madrid offensive of the People's 
Army is the clearest possible il- 
lustration of this principle. A year 
of scattered but tremendous ini- 
tiatives of millions of Spaniards 
and the central line of the New 
People’s Front Government have 
been aimed precisely toward this 
drive. In the days of the rebel 
advance on Madrid when the mili- 
tias retreated helplessly before 
the modem planes and tanks of 
their international Fascist enemy, 
the Fifth Regiment toiled heroi- 
cally to create regular troops. In 
the heroic November days new 
reserves of popular energy were 
tapped to save Madrid, and with 
these reserves and the Fifth Re- 
giment as a base, the Defense 
Junta of Madrid forged the Army 
cf the Center. M&laga had to fall, 
the battles of the Jarama take 
their toll, the Blackshirts suffer 
a tremendous defeat above Gua- 
dalajara, and the Spanish people 
change Cabinets before the Army 
cf the Center could be duplicated 
on a national scale. It took one 
whole year to create a regular 
Army, establish compulsory mili- 
tary service, subject the Army to 
a single General Staff. The work 
is still not completed. The perfec- 
tion of that Army, the purging 
of its commanding staff of mili- 
tarists of doubtful loyalty or me- 
diocre talent and replacing them 
by officers taken from the ranks 
and tested as to ability and to lo- 
yalty by a year of fire — these 
are continuous tasks. There Is no 
point at which the improvement 
of that military weapon ends, and 
so in examining the results of the 
first major offensive of the Spa- 
nish people against the invading 
forces of Italy and Germany, we 
must bear in mind that this is the 
work of a part of our forces at a 
given degree of development. The 
experiences of the offensive itself 
s veep the People’s Army inevita- 
Lly on to higher levels. 

The Madrid front was the lo- 
gical choice for the offensive, but 
it was equally obvious that the re- 
bels could not be driven away 
from the heroic capital simply by 
head on attacks against extreme- 
ly well-fortified positions. To at- 
tack those positions from the rear, 
to penetrate the rebel idles and 
strike from left and right, was a 
natural approach to this problem 



EMOS! 

GIVEN AN ARMY OF SUFFI- 
CIENT MOBILITY AND A CO- 
ORDINATION OF SUFFICIENT 
FLEXIBILITY to make it feasi- 
ble. THE FIRST LESSON OF 
THE PRELIMINARY PHASE OF 
THE GREAT OFFENSIVE IS 
THAT THE PEOPLE’S ARMY 
IS A MOBILE BODY WITH AN 
EFFECTIVE CENTRAL COM- 
MAND. 

On the night of July 5th Go- 
vernment forces descended from 
the neighborhood of the Madrid- 
E sco rial road (we may use Valde- 
morillo as a concrete point) and 
penetrated rapidly into Fascist 
territory west of Madrid and 
along the foothills of the Guadar- 
ramas. The first day’s work was 
divided roughly as follows: The 
Fifth Army Corps otok Brunete 
at 6 a. m. with little difficulty: 
the Eighteenth fought all day 
and until ten p. m. for well-fort- 
ified and stubbornly defended Vil- 
lanueva de la Cafiada. 

In preparation for the offensive, 
guerrillero’s had cut the rebel 
railway lines at some point or 
points between their Madrid Front 
and their supply bases, keeping 
them closed for over forty-eight 
hours. Government forces near 
Sesefta initiated an attack north 
and eastward, embarrassing the 
rebel rear on the Jarama. A third 
supporting action was an attack 
along the Villaverde-Ueera front, 
pushing the rebel front lme on 
the Toledo Road back to kilome- 
ter seven. 

Ail this was accompanied by 
tremendous air activities. Every 
rebel position In the wheie central 
area was bombed and strafed 
mercilessly. A gasoline deposit at 
Navalcamero went up in smoke 
on the first day. On anti-aircraft 
we broke even, bringing down 
and losing one plane (altho anti- 
aircraft brought down two planes 
outside the center area that same 
day). But in the air itself, espec- 
ially in a fight over Navalcamero, 
a week of air-victories was init- 
iated: three Heinkels falling and 
two burning up. Other spoils of 
the day were eighty odd prisoners 
at Brunete, over one hundred at 
Villanueva, a battery of 10.5's and 
smaller booty. The rebel reply: a 
vicious shelling of Madrid at 
night ! 

7.7 The loyal line of penetrat- 
ion had at once to be widened 
and our troops moved very little 
south, concentrating on pushing 
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the Fascists back to East and 
West. The towns themselves res- 
isted stubbornly and our glorious 
air fleet — the Spaniards say, 
"Glorious” and understand “aviat- 
ion” — worked a twenty — four v 
hour day. Two Fiats sandwiched 
a loyal bomber and filled it full of 
boles, but bomber and crew re- 
turned safely whereas one Fiat 
failed to return. Then over Ma- 
drid, while the whole population 
watched from the roofs, 20 of our 
cazas fought a huge Fascist fleet 
including a new type of two sea- 
ter, the fastest plane yet seen he- 
re. Score; two Fiats down we 
lost a biplane. 

7.8 Our troops took the posit- 
ions of Minguito, Romani llos, Loa 
Llanos and the castle of Villafran- 
ca, but the towns of Quijorna, 
Villanueva del Pardillo, Villafran- 
ca, etc., resisted. An enemy coun- 
terattack at Usera failed. In the 
air, one Fiat down; one Junker 
damaged; one loyal bomber dama- 
ged, one dead, remainder of crew 
wounded. 

7.9 at 11,30 a.m. Quijorna fell. 
Among the over 200 prisoners 
were many Moors from the 
French protectorate in Morocco. 
Our aviation spent this and sue 
ceeding days bombing aerodro- 
mes; definitely destroyed two pla- 
nes in Granada. On the Burgos- 
San Lander front thousands of Ita- 
lians now replacing Moors and 
Fascists. 

7.10 Whole company infantry 
waves white handkerchiefs south 
of Brunete when their captain out 
of action. Since Tuesday our anti- 
alr guns have brot down five pla- 
nes. German air-captain dies in 
our hospital. Fighting around Vil- 
lanueva del Pardillo. 

7.11 Villanueva del Pardillo sur- 
renders. Over 600 prisoners behave 
as though they had escaped from 
bondage, cheering spontaneously 
all the way to Madrid. 

7.12-7.30 The Glorious brings 
down 25 enemy planes in two 
days, while we lost five Three re- 
bel chasers attack one bomber 
which brings down two of them 
before it falls; the pilot and bom- 
ber fell in Na man's land and got 
back to our lines although the 
bomber was severely wounded on 
the way. At 5 p.m. on 12th, a big 
air fight with 33 loyal chasers 
fighting six trimotors five bimo- 
tors and thirty cazas. Score : 1 
Heinkel, 8 Fiats (three of latter 
in our lines). We lost a plane and 
one plane that went deep in rebel 
territory in the morning failed to 



return. In Mallorca another Fiat 
down. 

7pm On the 13th nine rebel ca- 
zas and two new type monoplanes 
were brooght down over Naval- 
cam ero, Antiaircraft guns brou- 
ght down another rebel plane, the 
piiot being taken prisoner. In ad- 
dition our tiny “moscas” dama- 
ged a Junker and one chaser was 
seen wobbling. 

The rebel line on the La Corufla 
sualties, plus over 1.200 prisoners, 
and have lost 100 square miles of 
road was cut at kilometer 16.5 
(ten miles from Madrid toward 
El Escorial). 

7.14 Seven Fiats down. Two lo- 
yal bombers lagged and were 



answer pressure for pressure, at- 
tack for attack. The threat to 
Madrid from this side is weak- 
ened, and instead the Fascist for- 
ces move uneasily on the defen- 
sive, Loyal artillery can now pound 
the Campamen to on the Nava 1 - 
camero Road from behind their 
fortifications. Supply difficulties 
for the rebels increase a hun- 
dredfold. In general, as the time 
draws near for the decisive bat- 
tles that will free Madrid and 
Spain, rebel attack positions have 
become defensive ones that drain 
their resources. This is the result 
of the first phase of the offensive. 

But if we bear in mind the pre- 
liminary question of army deve- 



lopment with which we began 
this study, a far more important 
result of the offensive is seen. 
The ease and smoothness with 
which a small part of the Peo- 
ple’s Army — two Corps — execu- 
ted this manoeuvre tell us the Ar- 
my is ripening fast for the great 
drive to Seville. And one concrete 
fact stands out above all other 
from the results of the attack, 
the recruits who bore the brunt 
of the fighting proved themselves 
good soldiers. That is of incalcu- 
lable importance, for it means 
that the still untapped reserves of 
Spanish manhood can now rapidly 
be absorbed at full military effi- 
ciency into the People's Army. 




POLAR EXPEDITION CHIEFS 
PROMISE SCIENTIFIC RESULTS 



downed; fell in our lines but all 
four men. dead. 

7.15 Rebels have now sent po- 
werful reinforcements as manife- 
sted by the stubborn fight going 
on at Villafranca del Castillo 
where artillery is tremendous. Big 
dogfight over Madrid in which 32 
our plajies participate. Six Fiats 
down, one mosca which fell in our 
lines, pilot dead. 

7.18 Results of first phase of 
offensive: Rebels have lost 35 pla- 
nes; plus planes destroyed in ae- 
rodromes suffered over 4000 ca- 
territory. 

Befor the offensive the rebels 
maintained a pincers on Madrid. 
Now, behind the claw that goes 
from Las Rozas to University Ci- 
ty, loyal forces stand ready to 



The aviators, which carried 
the Polar Expedition under the di- 
rection of Professor Otto Schmidt 
and his companions to the top of 
the world, are back In .Moscow. 

Next year the same aviators 
will go to the North Pole to take 
the scientists back to Moscow. 
Prof. Otto Schmidt, in a reception 
speech in Moscow promised that, 
“with the 00-operathm of the four 
which will remain at. the Polo for 
a year the Polar Expedition will 
supply to science and mankind all 



that the North Pole will bo ca- 
pable of giving.” 

Vodopianov, the pilot, belittle 1 
the dangers of the cxjtedition. 
“Vow that a power like the So 
viet Union Is behind polar explo- 
rers, the dangers that made pr - 
vinos expeditious extremely dun- 
Krrous no longer are i** he en.- 
sidered serious. Within a y. .if. 
there is no doubt about d. ne’IJ 
go buck to the North Pole m l 
fetch the four comrades buck 
me.” 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOB LIBERTY 



ONE YEAR OF FASCIST INVASION 

A YEAR OF TRAGEDY AND GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT 



This week the Spanish people 
enter the second year of the war 
which has been forced on them by 
the treachery of a few trai- 
tor generals and corrupt political 
leaders of the type of the coward- 
ly Gil Robies. This week they en- 
ter the second year of their mag- 
nificent struggle against the fa- 
scist invader, against Portugal 
Italy end Germany. This week the 
Spanish people concludes one year 
of resistance to the slow but mur- 
derous policy of Non Intervention 
weapon of the British imperialist 
classes. These are the three prin- 
cipal enemies of the Spanish peo- 
ple; there is yet another, the in- 
comprehension of certain people 
who call themselves working class 
leaders. It will be useful briefly 
to survey the course events have 
taken. 

1-romr the very beginning one 
thing must b* understood; before 
the rising of July of last year, 
before even the coming of the Po- 
pular Front government of Fe- 
bruary 1936 foreign fascism was 
plotting in Spain. This is no mere 
assertion based upon political pro- 
bability, but a historical and do- 
cumented certainty. When the Ger- 
man consulate was taken over in 
Barcelona masses of documents 
were discovered covering a period 
of several years. Among them 
were papers incriminating Spanish 
politicians of the extreme right. 
German business houses, German 
consulates and journalistic agen- 
cies were ail systematically enga- 
ged In spying, corruption and pro- 
paganda in this contry. Spanish 
right leaders were importing arms 
months before the Franco rebel- 
lion. Moreover an economic survey 
H-'l been clandestinely made by 
German specialists. For what rea- 
son ? Hitler’s recent declaration 
that he ha^ intervened in Spain 
because he needs metals for his 
war plans provides the answer. 
The economic occupation of Spain 
been planned by the capita- 
lists behind Hitler oefore the co- 
ming of the Popular Front go- 
vernment. The Spanish fascists 
who tried to overthrow that go- 
vernment were only the tools of 
foreign powers. 



THE TECHNIQUE OF FASCIST 
IMPERIALISM 

It was the Italian war against 
Abyssinia and the shameful be- 
trayal of that member of the 
Leaugue of Nations by the lea- 
ding members of the League, 
with the exception of the Soviet 
Union, that provided the German 
and Italian dictators with the mo- 
del. By encouraging the Spanish 
fascist to revolt and stepping In 
to help them, they knew they 
could make open war on Spain 
without openly declaring it accor- 
ding to legal tradition. The Sanc- 
tions policy of the League of Na- 
tions In the case of Abyssinia 
told Hitler and Mussolini plainly 
enough that the rival imperialism 
of so-called democratic England 
would connive at the betrayal. 
This much must be understood; it 
Is British imperialism which is 
responsible, not only for the poli- 
cy of Non Intervention, but for 
the fact that Franco knew he 
could rely on the support of the 
enemies of his country. 

THE POPULAR FRONT GO- 
VERNMENT OF SPAIN 

Faced with the reversal of most 
of the valuable reforms of the Re- 
public of 1931 by the Right go- 
vernments of the renegade Lerroux 
and the Catholic-C. E. D. A.-rna- 
chine-gunner-by proxy Gil Robles, 
the Spanish progressive parties in 
1935 formed the People’s Front, 
upon a basis of guaranteed sup- 
port to a government of Left Re- 
publicans working with a modest 
liberal programme. (The P. O. U. 
M., later viciously to attempt to 
stab the People’s government In 
the back, signed this treaty. Wi- 
thin two months of that govern- 
ment taking office the P. O. U. 
M. was denouncing it. ) At the 
elections of February 1936 the 
People's Front was victorious, the 
tempo of the world attack of the 
fascists on democracy was at once 
enormously accelerated. The mis- 
calculation in the fascist plans 
was enormous. The assumption 
had been that Spain would easily 
fail victim and that no one would 



come to her aid. Both counts were 
utterly wrong. 

Franco thought he would repeat 
the 1923 success of General Primo 
de Rivera, Hitler and Mussolini, 
expfected Spain to be another 
Abyssinia. They were right enough 
about the part the League Of Na- 
tions was to play, but they Lad 
not reckoned upon the heroism of 
the Spanish people, the solidarity 
of masses of the world proletariat, 
and the honour and rectitude of 
two governments, those of Mexi- 
co and the Soviet Union. 

THE FRIR&T PHASE OF THE 
WAR 

Most comrades will remember 
that the first stage may be cha- 
racterised as the Romantic stage, 
In this period the Spanish people 
attempted to defeat fascism with 
ill organised though heroic militia 
groups. The result was that faced 
by the disciplined army of traitor 
troupe and Moorish mercenaries 
the Spanish people were heading 
for defeat. There is no need to re- 
peat what was formely said In 
the articles on the evolution of the 
army, it suffices to say that the 
vast problem facing Spain was 
how to achieve organisation and 
discipline; how to destroy the 
Black Legend, The legend of an 
invertebrate Spain. That evil tra- 
dition has been destroyed, that it 
ever existed was due to the ty- 
ranny of outlived classes of go- 
vernors. This much the war has 
proved. 

In the field of foreign affairs 
another huge problem was to be 
faced. While feverishly rearming 
and preparing for war the British 
imperialists forced upon the other 
European governments the policy 
cynically called Non Intervention. 
Under this policy even arms that 
had been bought before the war 
had begun were witbeld from the 
Spanish government, by the Bri- 
tish and French governments in 
particular. The latter government 
had long demanded that Spain 
purchase her arms in France. Ho- 
wever, while other governments 
professed to b,> unconvinced, the 
Soviet government soon exposed 



the perfidy of the fascist powers 
who from the very first had been 
liberally supplying the rebels with 
arms and technical help. In Octo- 
ber the Russian workers govern- 
ment declared that it would not 
be bound by the Non Intervention 
Pact to any greater extent than 
certain other countries. 

This event may be said to begin 
the second phase of the war. Out 
of the first violent and excited 
confusion a regular army was be- 
ginning to emerge, crystallising 
round the Fifth Regiment orga- 
nised by the Communist Party. 
The confusion in governmental ad- 
ministration was also beginning 
to disappear. Before this date even 
the government of the Left Radi- 
cal Party, to which Spain owes 
a tremendous debt, had invited 
the oth' ' parties of »he Popular 
Front to help it form a new go- 
vernment. In the first week of 
September the Communist Party 
entered the government. 

The important phenomena to 
understand are these, that the 
Spanish people had realised what 
its task was, had achieved a great 
measure of organisation at the ve- 
ry moment when it ceased to be 
isolated in the world, when a great 
power and that a workers’power 
called the fascist bluff, and when 
the first demonstration of proleta- 
rian solidarity arrived In Madrid: 
the First International Brigade. 

The International Brigade, the 
first of which was under the Com- 
mand of General Kleber (now in 
command of the 45th Division) 
arrived in time to help drive back 
the first fascist attak on the city, 
which began on the 7th of No- 
vember. It was at University City 
that the First International, the 
11th of the Peoples Army, put up 
one of the most magnificent per- 
formances that history has on re- 
cord. It was the 11th and 12th 
brigades which bore the brunt of 
the University City fighting, when 
the news was received that a cer- 
tain body of t roups had been dri- 
ven out of it. Dramatic and des- 
perate fighting went on for days, 
often from room to room, until 
the fascists were definitely held. 
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THE GOVERNMENTS AIR 
FORCE ARRIVES 

About November the Fourth the 
air raids on Madrid began to be- 
come very serious, it was at once 
evident that they followed the Ger- 
man plan of attempting to demo- 
ralise the civilian people. Crowds 
of working class folk in the Glo- 
rieta park were suddenly bombed 
and machine-gunned one Sunday 
afternoon. Night raids soon began 
so that the city by night began 
to look like a region of blast fur- 
naces, a red glare overhanging it. 
However the head of the Junta de 
Defensa, General Miaja, announ- 
ced that in this respect the Ma- 
driJeflos might shortly expect to- 
see something interesting. A few 
days later, when German bombers 
were droning over the city, a 
squadron of all-metal monoplanes 
roared over the house-tops and 
for the first time Madrid watched 
its aerial defenders chase the fa- 
scists out of the sky. 

But once again the character of 
fascist aid to Franco changed. 



SPAIN INVADED BY REGULAR 
IMPERIALIST TROOPS 

In December and January Ita- 
lian and German regiments began 
to arrive, later whole divisions, 
complete with staffs and equip- 
ment were found in action. While 
the numerical ratio of the I. B. 
has diminished as the Peoples Ar- 
my grew, more and ir ore has 
Franco been compelled to rely on 
foreign troops. With this new dan- 
ger the Spanish Government as 
formerly constituted was hardly 
fit to cope. It had been composed 
of every important political sector 
of the Peoples Front, the anarco- 
syndlc&lists of the FAI.CNT ha- 
ving entered in November, but 
there was no real unified cabinet 
programme. 

Just as tue National economy 
was a Jacob’s coat of many-colo- 
red experiment, of different types 
of administration, so in a lesser 
degree the Governmental policy 
showed a marked dissimilarity of 
outlook between department and 
department. With the sudden in- 
crease of fascist help to Franco, 
and the Traitor’s change of stra- 
tegic plan represented by the flan- 
king battles of the Jarama and 
Guadalajara fronts a real concen- 
tration of effort was needed. 

In May 17th the present Negrin 
Government came into power. Re- 
cruiting at once was conducted at 



a gxfeatiy sharpened tempo; the 
first problem to which the govern- 
ment had put its hand was that 
of creating the reserves which 
the nature of an offensive against 
the invaders made vital. At the 
same time the work of seriously 
organising the nation’s economy 
was begun. And finally the first 
definite offensive was launched in 
July. This period, beginning with 
the months of January and Fe- 
bruary may be called the Realist 
Period., all illusion of easy victo- 
ry had long since vanished instead, 
the Spanish people had become 
aware that not only its own inde- 
pendence was at stake, but that it 
was fighting the battle of world 
freedom. The Popular Revolution 
had reached its full consciousness. 
Defeat had become impossible. 

In the outside world the coming 
of the Negrin government was ac- 
companied by dramatic possibili- 
ties. The shelling of the open city 
of Almeria by the German war- 
ships engaged in “Control" lead to 
a crisis in the Policy of Non In- 
tervention. The German and Ita- 
lian Governments at once with- 
drew from the sub-committee of 
Control and demanded extrava- 
gant and altogether too fantastic 
a set of conditions for renewed 
cooperation. Nevertheless the fa- 
tuous Mr Eden, whom any nove- 
list would reject as too obvious a 
caricature of a man, agreed. A 
few days later the German, dicta- 
tor announced that the Leipzic 
had been marrow iy missed by a 
“Red” torpedo and demanded joint 
action from Britain and France 
under the terms of the Four Power 
Pact which had emerged from the 
Almeria tragedy. To the asto- 
nishment of many, Eden refused. 

Once again the British govern- 
ment set about trying to prop up 
the cretinoid dummy of Non In- 
tervention, but the refusal by Ger- 
many and Italy of all feasible 
proposals and the final refusal by 
the fascist puppet Portugal of all 
control of her frontier put a mo- 
mentary end to these efforts. On 
Tuesday July the 14th the French 
frontier was thrown open. An ex- 
planation must here be given; this 
ending of Control does not mean 
that the Spanish Government can 
exercise its legal right to purcha- 
se arms, say, In France. It means 
that supposing an American tou- 
rist in Perpignan woke up to find 
six tanks and an artillery battery 
amongst his baggage, plus legal 
documents, he could ship them 
across the border without interfe- 



rence from the Garde Mobile. Ac. 
tually the sale of arms to Spain is 
still forbidden by the Plymouth 
Committee. Again, removal of 
control means that an innocent 
American tourist strolling round 
Beziers in search of old-fashioned 
beauty will not be put into prison 
in that interesting town, nor in 
Toulouse. 



A NEW BASE IN INTERNA- 
TIONAL AFFAIRS 

This change certainly indicates 
that the section of the machine- 
ry of world war has reached a 
completer stage of development. 
Eden has announced that if a so- 
lution of the Control problem is 
not reached the British govern- 
ment will consider the policy of 
Non-Intervention to be at an end. 
In that case what will happen? 
Spain will be able to buy all the 
arms she needs, that much is cer« 
tain, though there are difficulties 
which might remain. The Spa- 
nish army would obtain all the 
arms it needs, them. What would 
be the reply of International Fa- 
scism? Would Italy and Germany 
pour in fresh armies on an entire- 
ly new scale ? And if so what would 
France do ? Here are questions 
which no wise commentator would 
answer in a hasty fashion. So 
much depends on whether the fa- 
scist dictators are ready, in a 
strictly technical sense, for war. 
Again, Hitler and Mussolini may 
decide that diplomacy and the con- 
nivance of Eden could still aid 
them to adopt positions that would 
help them to wage war with grea- 
ter chances of success. 

However, it seems that there are 
no limits of hypocrisy to which 
Eden will not go. At present he is 
putting forward yet another ver- 
sion of Control in order to bring 
in Germany and Italy. He has pro- 
posed to grant belligerent rights 
to Franco. Tre French govern- 
ment has protested and there 
seems little chance of this pro- 
posal being accepted. 

One thing is missing from this 



brief survey of the war, the pro- 
blem of international working 
class solidarity, that will be with 
in another article. 

So much is clear, comrades, for 
every growth of strength inside 
Spain, the reactionary powers in 
Europe, give fresh aid to Franco. 
Viewed in this fashion, without 
rhetoric and without the utmost 
objectivity this much is mountain 
clear. The Spanish people and with 
them their helpers are fighting a 
world battle of peacee versus war, 
and of progress towards a justei 
society. 



BASHIKIRIA TO PRO- 
DUCE OIL IN LARGE 
AMOUNTS 

The recent discovery of a new 
oil field near the village of Tul- 
masa, situated 180 kilometers 
west of Ufa, Is again attracting 
attention to the oil resources of 
Bashkiria. 

It has now been ascertained 
that the poor work of the Bashkl- 
rian oil industry Is the result of 
wrecking. Trotxkyte wrekers 
moved oil prospecting from the 
most effective stations to those 
of secondary importance, retarded 
for years the prospecting of rich 
oil fields, and equipped bore bides 
with poor quality boring tabes 
and tools. 

Marked progress has already 
been noted at Bashkiriaa oil fields 
this year, after the removal of 
wreckers and the appointment of 
a new administrative personnel 
Prospecting has been organised, 
ma i n attention being focujed on 
drilling In the areas adjoining the 
Ishymbaev Industrial district 
which Is one of the largest at pre- 
sent Six basic oil fields within a 
10 kilometers Radius of Lthyxa- 
baev are to be drilled this year. 
Prospecting drilling is to be con- 
tinued, a railway, an oil pipeline 
and an oil refinery are available. 
The sections can be completely 
mastered much faster the 

remote districts which had been 
the aim of the wreckers. 



NOTE 

The lack of materials for making photo-en- 
graving cliches has delayed the issuing of this 
number. Several of our articles call for maps and 
illustrations. 

T o this date the situation has not been relieved. 
W e will publish the maps in a future number 
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The Commissariat of the International Brigades has decided to produce 
a medal for all the Volunteers, to be kept as a souvenir of the Spanish war 
of liberation. 

Carmelo VICENT, Joaquin CORRAL . ]os£ ORTELLA and Manuel 
PASCUAL all members of the U. G. T. Artists Union have supplied the 



models here illustrated. All of these models have value. We thank the 
comrade artists for their contributions; but to help us in the task of choosing 
from amongst the four the medal to be struck, we ask all comrades to indicate 
their choicetous: 

COMMISSARIAT OF THE I. B.—Calle VELAZQUEZ. 63.— MADRID 
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Madrid, August 9 



1937 



AFTER THE SIERRA - WHAT? 



When tile “Nationalist” Ar- 
my of Legionaires and Moors, 
supported by German and Ita- 
lian artillery, aviation, and 
tanks; firing an abundance of 
machine-guns and bullets from 
the same countries and from 
reserve stocks of Portugal, 
elected to march on Madrid, it 
was obeying political rather 
tEjin {mili tary impulses. It was 
Ttaon important to procure an 
unahakeable political positlc n 
in Spain as a whole than to 
take the points of most mili- 
tary value- Madrid was the 
key, Madrid is the key, to life 
or death for Fascism. 

It is not to be wondered that 
the Fascists fell into a panic 
when the People’s Army, ha- 
ving come a long year’s road 
from the pistol-armed groups 
of July 1936 launched an offen- 
sive designed to clear the Ma- 
drid front. They poured pla- 
nes and guns, bombs and muni- 
tions out of their war reser- 
ves, into the Madrid front, on 
an unparalleled scale. A con- 
servative foreign correspondent 
recently told the writer that, 
In his opinion, there were four 
hundred and fifty rebel planes 
in the center area alone, and 
not less than one thousand in 
Spain! 

The concentration of planes 
and artillery, by far the great- 
est seen in this war, must su- 
rely have been calculated to 
produce a Brihuega in reverse, 
& rout of the Government for- 
ces that would let the rebels 
throug the Sierra line prevail- 



ing at the beginning of the of- day of fighting along the line 

fenslve. It failed completely; extending from above Quijor- 

the second phase of the Sierra na to below Brunete, netted 

campaign ended with the Go- them nothing but one hill po- 

verment still in possession of sition. From July 17 to 24, 

most of the territory captured however, the People's troops 

in the first phase. in unfortified positions endured 

On July 18 the Fascists took the most intensive, unceasing 

over the initiative from the artillery and air bombardment 

Government with violent coun- they had ever experienced, 

terattacks at Villanueva del Government artillery, overwor- 

Pardillo, and on the 18th, Qul- ked in the first days of the 

joma and Brunete. A whole camjrtLigfn, could reply but fee- 




MODESTO. Commander of the 5.‘h Army Corps. 



Ny to rebel batteries which 
were in good condition, becau- 
se, more numerous, they could 
alternate and thus avoid over- 
heating. The goverment planes, 
superior but outnumbered, de- 
voted almost full time to bom- 
bardment of aerodromes and 
supply centers, thus contribut- 
ing much to the earlier exhaus- 
tion of rebel air and artillery 
munitions. Every base in Spain 
that could possibly serve as a 
rebel support to attacks on the 
Sierra was bombed once or 
more. The terrorist nature of 
Fascist air activities, on the 
other hand, was crudely under- 
lined during this period by at- 
tacks on sleeping villages far 
outside the war area. 

ATTACK AND COUNTER- 
THRUST 

At last terrific bombard- 
ment told on tired, thirsty, 
and poorly entrenched troops. 
On July 24 the rebels recaptu- 
red Brunete and it was neces- 
sary, once they were there, to 
withdraw tne 18th Army 
Corps to the west bank of the 
Guadarrama Fiver. The re- 
treat answered to normal me- 
chanisms. Here, a unit suf- 
fered losses so heavy that it 
was bound to retire. There 
a unit scarcely under fire yiel- 
ded to panic. But on the 
whole it was simply a logical 
and minimum withdrawal from 
difficult positions, with food 
and water troubles, after near- 
ly three weeks of exhausting 

C*atinu&d on pag« 2 .. 
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campaigning, under fire com- 
parable to that of the major 
battles of the Great War. Not 
only did the Government for- 
ces withdraw in good order to 
form a new line, but they had 
strength to counterattack. 

The 11th and 14th Divisions 
reentered Brunete and fought 
for it street by street. They 
were eventual y farced to reti- 
re, but had gained valuable ti- 
me for the general withdrawal. 
The People's Army dug in on 
a line roughly east and west 
about half- way between Bru- 
nete and Villanueva de la Ca- 
nada, keeping all the towns 
they had taken with the excep- 
tion of Brunete. 

On the night of July 25 Car- 
los Castejdn brought down the 
first plane ever destroyed in 
night combat. It was a Jun- 
kers with American motors. 
Antiair guns blew up another, 
and two Fiats were shot down 
in a fight. On the night of 
July 26, Rodriguez Mateu of 
the same night-flying squa- 
dron, duplicated the feat of 
Castejon. On July 27 the rebel 
counteroffensive had appa- 
rently burned out. 

A COSTLY EFFORT 

The tremendous concentra- 
tion cf Fascist war-materials 
on the Madrid front had ena- 
bled the rebels to halt the Go- 
vernment offensive and to 
counterattack. How costly 
an effort it was, we can begin 
to estimate once we realize 
that German-ItaJlan war ma- 
terials are not inexhaustible. 
The British military writer, 
Captain Liddell Hart, breaking 
through the haze of fantasy, 
measures air strength "in 
terms of first line aircraft- 
whdch represents the number 
of machines actually in service 
with formed units". He gives 
Germany 1,200 such craft at 
the beginning of 1937 and 
peh&ps 1,500 by the spring of 
the year. Italy, with another 
1,500 needs about a third of 
her strength in Eritrea, Soma- 



lia, Abyssinia, Libya and the 
Dodecanese. Thus tw^ coun- 
tries whose whole political li- 
ce Is that of preparation for 
and provocation of war, in v a 
world situation where war is 
not tco remote a possibility, 
placed very nearly a fifth of 
their best air forces on a sin- 
gle Spanish front to prevent 
disaster! When we reflect 
that trained personnel is a ma- 
jor time consumer for the. 
building of front line adr for- 
ces, we see that international 
Fascism is wasting away on 
the Madrid front. 

REBELS LACK MEN 

All observers agree that the 
Fascists had no Infantry to 
follow op their terrific air ani 
artillery preparation. — Here Is 
the key to the second phase of 
the Sierra campaign, the rebel 
counterattack from July 18 to 
26. In the first phase, the 
Government offensive 
6-17) a number of strategic 
errors were made and various 
weaknesses of the People's 
Army revealed. However, in 
addition to demonstrating that- 
the Army had attained a mobi- 
lity and organization sufficient 
for all purposes, the offensive 
proved that the new recruits, 
incorporated in sound, well-of- 
ficered units with good politi- 
cal guidance were good soldiers. 

It proved that the People's 
Army can, if need be, be built 
up to one million men. £he 
counterattack revealed that 
the rebels have a chronic a|^r- 
tage of men. 

The tw6 phases and the two 
key factors combined to pro- 
vide an epilogue to the cam- 
paign. A series of armed 
clashes broke out in rebel ter- 
ritory. 

On the morning of July 29 
a regular battle took place in 
Granada, during which the Cli- 
nical Hospital where Moors 
are barracked was heavily 
shelled. In Motril, thirty mi- 
nutes of fighting took place on 
the beach. Rifles, machine- 
guns and hand-grenades were 



employed. At Aguilar de 
Caxnpo on the Santander front 
fifteen planes and a convoy of 
troops had to be sent to quiet 
a rebellion. A Ministry of 
Defense note reveals that at 
Motril and at Malaga, organi- 
zed groups, "apparently for- 
med by Communists" initiated 
attacks in the expectation of 
a Government drive in that di- 
rection. 

RESERVES OF LOYAL 
ARMY 

Not only have the rebels no 
manpower, but their only sour- 
ce is Importation which aggra- 
vates the hostility of the popu- 
lation toward the Fascist re- 
gime. Eden may continue to 
abet the warmaking criminals, 
the Subcommittee may stay 
on vacation until autumn per- 
mitting Japan to make pro- 
progress with her invasion of 
China, and Hitler and Musso- 
lini to pour new troops and 
supplies Into Spain. But the 
Spanish people with the aid 



and solidarity of 180.000.00t 
Soviet citizens and of the 
workers and democrats, of tbs 
whole world, has drawn the 
moral of the Sierra campaign 
and will know how to counter 
the new agression. 

The Peopiles’s Front has re- 
serves of power consisting of 
Spaniards IN REBEL A 3 
WELL AS LOYAL TERRITO- 
RY. In loyal Spain, reserves 
of men must become reserves 
of soldiers by intensive train - 
ing and technical equipment. 
The tremendous growth of 
Spanish war industry will 
speed this process. In rebel 
Spain, Intensified guerrilla 
warfare, invented in Spain to 
drive out the Napoleonic inva- 
ders, will help drive out today's 
Fascist ones. To mobilize the 
people's reserves of manpower 
behind the rebel fines, the Go- 
vernment has the weapon of 
agitation and propaganda. The- 
re is the gun Hitler and Mus- 
solini — and Eden — cannot 
match. 



G. M. 
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EXCHANGED LOYAL AVIATORS DESCRIBE 
TORTURES IN THE FASCIST PRISONS 

Recently, through the me- of the Gestapo prisons and we- tor pilots were taking many 
dium of the. International Red re kept there for six days on movie films of Austrian terri- 
Croas, seven fascist flyers a diet of only one chunk of tory. T\ Rome they were pla- 
who were brought down in lo- black bread and a heirring. Se- ced In the prison of the Fort 
yml territory were exchanged verai of the others had sim- of Gaeta, which is full of Ita- 
for seven loyal aviaton in re- ply one potato each. lian Boldiers who refuse to co- 

bel prisons. The latter were From Hamburg thtj were ir.a to Spain to light against 

captured after having been taken by railroad to Berlin, .the Republic, 
brought down on rebel ground. Two or three, kilometres befo- . At the end of a month, on 
The seven fascist aviators we- re arriving at the Berlin eta- July 16, . they were removed 
re all foreigners. tion, one the prisoners took fro.v Rome, . also by air, to 

Two of the loyal aviat&rs advantage of the uain slowing Pollensa in the island of Ma- 
held prisoners iq>on arrival at “P Jumped it; but the po- JJorca. Passing over Corcega, 

Hendaya recounted to the Spa- Uce agents immediately stop- the Italian s that piloted the 

nish consul of that town an ex- the train and recaptured ship took many photos, and in 

traordinary story giving elo- him. All were all placed in a their conversations they ex- 
quent proof of barefaced Ita- dungeon headed by the Berlin pressed the desire and ultima- 
Maiv and German intervention Gestapo, where they were held te ambition of Italy to wrest 
in Spain. Italy and Germany for *hree months, being sub- this inland from France. From 
not only promote the orgai^Lza.- Jected to atrocious cruelty, ex- Pollensa, also by air, they we- 
tting of their secret pohce, but seeding that inflicted on them, re taken to Ceuta; 1 from Ceuta 
also keep contact With fascist hi the Spanish prisons. to Cadis, continuing the trip 

prisoners* to the extent of as- ° n June 15 > they were ta- then to the Franco Spanish 
■biting them to escape, loyal ken from Jerlin to Rome in frontier. 

territory, they revealed. a German, trimotor. On this Another of the exchanged 

These two pilots fell into trip fh&w over v4enn ^ bb “ aviators who was taken priso- 

the hands of the enemy on No- servillB ho " r <>rman trim<> ner - to MaUorca on May 31, has 

vember 2, in the province of 
Segovia. First they were loc- 
ked up in the Jesuit Convent 
of Salamanca until December 
16, and were victims of unusu- 
ally cruel treatment. Frequen- 
tly they were beaten with a 
bull's pizzle lined with wire, in 
attempts to obtain from them 
statements concerning airdro- 
mes, materials of aviation, and 
other information that the 
fascists desired. 

On March 16, escorted by 
agents of the Gestapo, they we- 
re transferred to Astorga, 
from where, always under the 
custody of the Nazi police, 
they continued to Vigo. In this 
port they were embarked seve- 
ral days later on the ship 
"Rolandse”, of the Bremen 
shipping list. They arrived at 
Hamburg on March 31. 

While crossing the canal of 
Mancha, the aviators threw 
sealed bottles in the water in 
which they had enclosed scri- 
bbled notes giving their na- 
mes, relating some of the tor- 
tures to which they were sub- 
jected, and stating* that they 
were being taken from Spain 
as prisoners. 

In Hamburg they were in- 
carcerated in the cellar of one 



RE ME MBER THIS 

Fve heard yon sobbing In the night 
And know your tears are not for fright 
But for the dead. Those Coxhrades lost 
Who through this day have fought beside you all this 

[way 

Beneath the sun’s half Minding heat, 

Until they fell upon this wheat, beside these olive trees. 
In all this hell sound and thirst, 

The whining steel and blinding burst of bomb and shell; 
They still came on. 

With blistered feet and shoulders bent, 

With vagrant thoughts that often went to home and 

[peace 

And we must weep. For Oliver and Jack we could not 

[keep, 

Nor can we get them back. 

I cannot say that they’ve been tom 

To some far place and there reborn to live again; 

But mark you this — they still live on — as men. 
For we must take the strength they leave 
And to the goal they p.et must cleave 
With ever greaten unity — 

“All men shall now be FREE”. 

I hear you sobbing in the night, 

But in the day remember this 
That we are they. 

WILLIAM P. SMITH Jr. 
Lincoln Battalion. 
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stated before the Spanish con- 
sul at Hendaya that when he 

\ *■' i ■ 

- was brought dawn from the air 
he was suffering from an ex- 
plosive bullet wound, and ma- 
de his way over the bills to 
the edge oa the sea where he 
intended to swim to Menorca; 
but 16 Italian soldiers pursued 
and captured him. 

Those in charge of him at 

Palma were the heads of fas- 

« ■ 

cist aviation of Baleares, un- 
der the command of an Italian 
Lieutenant Colonel, three other 
Italian officers and a German. 

On June 26, he was runoved 
to the Castle of Bell vet, whe- 
re there are 160 political pri- 
soners, among whom figure 
the director of the hospital at 
Palma, Dr. Penaranda; the 
heads of the Police and Tele- 
graph of the same capital, and 
five officials of the Carabine- 
roe. In another prison nearby 
are 600 political prisoners and 
1.500 in a concentration camp. 
The figures of those who have 
already been executed in Ma- 
llorca are estimated at more 
than 5.000. 

Among other informat ion 
they revealed is that each 
week there arrive at Palma 
two or three Italian cistern 
boats loaded with gasoline; 
that the principal Mallorcan 
exports, such as oranges and 
almond kernel, are Ml sent to 
Italy. In Mallorca bread, pota- 
toes and other food necessities 
are scarce. 

On July 16, in a sea-plane, 
this comrade was taken by air 
to Ceuta, then to Cadiz, then 
to Seville by automobile; from 
SeyiUe to the jail at San Se- 
bastian. 

A private offer was made to 
each exchanged aviator to the 
effect that when they were li- 
berated and restored to loya- 
list forces, that if they came 
over to the fascist side with 
a loyalist airplane they would 
be rewarded 200.000 francs. 

In view of all this testimo- 
ny, given by our exchanged 
aviators regarding the mal- 
treatment, the torture and the 
suffering they were compelled 
to undergo, it can proudly be 
said that none of the fascist 
aviators returned by us can 
honestly make similar accusa- 
tions against the Republic. 
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WITH PICKS AND 



SHOVELS 



The New Valencia to Madrid Railroad 



L*ast winter, when the fas- 
cist forces, taking advantage 
of the then weak Spanish Po- 
pular Army* succeeded in push- 
ing across all of Western Spain 
as far as tfie gates of Madrid, 
and also in cutting the last 




railroad line connecting Ma- 
drid with the Mediterranean 
Coast, they thought that their 
game ^vas won. It was then 
that, quite hurriedly, the fas- 
cist governments of Berlin, 
Rome and Lisbon recognized 
Franco and the Burgos crowd 
as the official government of 
Spain. 

Among the fascist well-wis- 
hers there was certainty that 
the fall of the whole Madrid 
zone into the hands of fran- 
co wtts-'«nly a matter e£ time, 
of a very short time. 

When in February and March 
last the fascist offensives in 
the Guadalajara and Jarama 
regions took place, their ex- 
pectation was that the two at- 
tacking armies Would, meet so- 
mewhere south east of Ma- 
drid, causing, of course, the 
capitulation 01 tne city. 

Sc-mehow their plans fell 
through. 

Guadalajara, which was to 
be their speediest advancing 
area, turned into a major de- 
feat. The Jarama was crossed 
at one point, but the advanc- 
ing armies were stopped at the 
edge cl the ridge which runs 
from a point south of Vacia- 
madrid to San Martin de las 
Vegas. Since then the fascists 
have not advanced one inch. 

HIGHWAY LNDER FIRE 

But Madrid had lost its rail 
communications with the sea 
coast, and the Valencia high- 
way, while not in' fascist hands, 
was under their fire. A long 
detour for all traffic was and 
still is necceasary. Quick com- 
munications with Valencia and 
other Eastern points had to be 



established. On April 24, that 
is, a little more than three, 
months ago, a group .of engi- 
neers met to discuss the possi- 
bilities of building a new rail- 
road to Valencia. Today the 
railroad is almost ready for 
operation. If it is not yet re& 
dy it is not because of lack of 
ability or of organization. It 
is because the comparatively 
primitive economy under which 
monarchical Spain was living 
never produced, or even 
thought of producing, the 
means by which life can Bfe 
made efficient and comforta- 
ble. The building of a railroad 
in Spain is a job comparable, 
without exaggeration, with 
that of building a railroad in 



the 15th century. And within 
a fifteenth ■ century economy 
not only a railroad is being 
built, but it is being built in 
record time. 

Many problems will be sol- 
ved through the construction 
of the line. Madrid, a city of 
a million people before the 
war, although a large number 
of inhabitants left during the 
tragic days of last November, 
is still a city of over a mil- 
lion. Refugees flocked in from 
many other points and took 
the place of those who had 
left. The feeding of the city, 
because of poor transporta- 
tion facilities, was always a 
serious problem. And often 
during the worse days of shor- 



tage, enemy agents of the fifth 
columm worked hard, trying to 
create dissatisfaction. That the 
Madrilenos refused to listen to 
such suggestions and quite 
smilingly lived through the 
worse hardships imposed on 
them is a proof of their lo- 
yalty. 

ROAD TO RASE TENSION 

The railroad will ease the 
tension and satisfy many ur- 
gent needs. Another result 
will be that of transporting 
not only troops and food whe- 
re they are needed, but also to 
carry men on leave. How ma- 
ny times men on leave, after 
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RADIO SEVILLE 

Are yoa listening? Radio Seville! 

Thli is Qutopo do Llano barking 

bellowing, spitting, 

braying on four toga 

Radio Seville! — “Ladies and gentlemen! 

At the microphone: a savior of Spain. 

Long live wine! Long live vomit! 

Tonight I take Malaga; 

Monday I took Jerez; 

Tuesday, Montilia pbd Cacalla; 

Wednesday, Chinchoft, and Thursday 
drank. And in the fronting 
all the stables of all the stalls 

made soft by the over-piling of horseshit 
shall give me a soft bed. 

Ob, what a delight fe sleep, 
to have for a pillow 
(In hlccuping distance) 
two piles of alfalfa! 

What an honor to go to the blacksmith 
at the sign ef the halter! 

What a unique pleasure 
to receive on fry hoofs, 
nailed with spikes, 
the horseshoes that France 
won by his venture In Africa! 

Already my tolas are straining, 
already my rump Is lifting, 
already •my oars afe~gf*wing, 
already my teeth afr getting larger. 

The cinch grows short for me, 
the reins get out of oObtroL 
I gallop, gallop... on My way: 

I shall be In Madrid tomorrow. 

Let the colleges elm# 
let the taverns open. 

Down with unlversitiss 
and Institutes — down, down! 

Let wine flow to meet 
a liberator of Spain.* 

— Are you listening^ Radio Seville ! 

The general of this military base, 
a bleating fool, 

Qutopo de Llano, 
is signing off. 

RAFAEL ALBERTI 



many months at the front, ca- 
me to Madrid with permission 
for one or two weeks, and 
found it impossllbe to leave 
because of lack of transporta- 
tion. There is also the problem 
of the evacuation of Madrid. 
How many times the authori- 
ties have urged the civilian po- 
pulation, especially the refu- 
gees. from other parts of Spain, 
to leave this city for other 
centers toss exposed to the 

fascist rage? Until now, howe- 
ver this problem of evacuation 
remained a problem chiefly be- 
cause of the lack of transpor- 
tation. Now with the trains 
soon to arrive in Madrid they 
will be able to take their full 
load of refugees away from 
the ever present danger of 
bombardment. 

“WORKING ON THE RAIL- 
ROAD" 

Ito railroad was started 
wltMR a few days ef the tflfc 
tisl meeting of last ApriL 
Hurdling all the red tape of- 
ten paralysing the best enter- 
prises be&c&use of the ever- 
present bureaucracy, men we- 
re hired, tools and materials 
secured and the ground was 
broken. 

We are used in the United 
States or in any industrial 
country to visualise a railroad 
construction as a long series 
of ste&mshovels, excavators, 
dinghy locomotives, trucks, - 
tractors, machinery of all kinds 
working quite effortlessly un- 
der the guidance of compara- 
tively few men. Nothing of 
the kind bare. All along the 
long, long lihe, ten thousand 
men work from morning till 
night under the broiling sun, 
using as tools only picks and 
shovels. A few mechanical 
drills are the only mechanical 
help they have. And these 
drills are so few and precious 
that their care is a work of 
affection. 

4.000 MEN HIRED 

At the beginning of the 
work four thousand men were 



hired. The work however, 
given the complete lack of me- 
chanical equipment, called for 
a much greater number of 
workers. At least twenty 
thousand more were needed. 
To speed the work of construc- 
tion the management conduc- 
ted a recruiting campaign in 
Madrid and along the whole 
railroad zone, much more than 
100 kilometers long, asking for 
volunteers for the road. The 
response was Immediate and 
large. More than 30.000 wor- 
kers answered the call and 



would all have been taken im- 
mediately had not a great 
Bbortage of picks and shovels 
presented itself. No matter 
how urgent and important the 
railway is, there are fortifica- 
tion and trench and highway 
works which cannot be made 
to wait So that while ties 
and rails are ready to be put 
to work, lack of tools, often 
lack of water, are delaying 
the work. 

Nevertheless the work pro- 
ceeds. The plans were for a 
completion of the whole gi- 



LINCOLN 

BATALLION 

COMMISSAR 

“Don’t let ’em get Steve!” 

This is the word that tra- 
vels like a flash of lightning 
through the Lincoln - Wash- 
ington Battalion lines before 
and during attack. Steve Nel- 
son, Political Commissar of the 
Lincoln- w ashington Battalion, 
tireless worker. At any minute 
of the night or day you can 
see him moving from trench to 
trench, always on the look-out 
for bad peepholes, poor sand- 
bags, dangerous machine gun 
positions. Patiently explaining 
to groups of comrades news oi 
the outside world and other 
fronts. Concerned with the opi- 
nion of every comrade in the 
battalion, whether it be tt 
question of winning & battle 
or of buying a toothbrush. Sie- 
ve epitomizes all that the Spa- 
nish Peoples’ Army demands 
of a political commissar. In 
the attacks of July 0 to 9, 
when the Lincoln Battalion 
suffered a terrific Jcos of mi- 
litary leadership, Comrade Nel- 
son wiuiout hesitation auu- 
med command. Seventeen 
hours a day could be called a 
short day for Steve. Not a day 
passed without a visit from 
tills indefatigable leader of 
men to brigade, machine-gun 
company, infantry, kitchen and 
armory, in addition to many 
bedside discussions with wea- 
ry determined comrades . Now 
is not the time to tell in full 
the story of this comrade who 
is loved by his men. Suffice at 
this time to say of him: sol- 
dier, strategist, political lea- 
der and comrade. 



gantic project in less than two 
months. If tools had not been 
diverted to other channels be- 
cause of great emergencies, 
the 10.000 at work would have 
been joined by the 20.000 which 
are on the Union lists and rea- 
dy to go to work. 

The road will soon be finis- 
hed. No date for its inaugu- 
ration is set, but strenuous ef- 
forts are being made to rush 
it through. The road is cal- 
led the Railroad of Victory. 
It is no exaggeration. 



H. A. 
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THE PROBLEM IS "UNDER DISCUSSION” 



A basis for discussion; the 
representatives must consult 
their Governments ; the Sub- 
Committees will probably meet 
on Thursday; the Summer ho- 
lidays — in short the labors of 
the Non-Intervention Commit- 
tee, which would be ludicrous 
if there were not another side 
to the picture — the battlefield 
of Brunete and the hospitals 
of Madrid. 

When Italy and Germany 
withdrew from the naval con- 
trol they put forward certain 
demands: the recognition of 
Franco as a belligerent, the 
maintenance of control on 
land, and the suppression of 
the naval patrols. On July 9 
this plan was rejected, though 
Grand! explained at some 
length that the soldiers of the 
Royal Italian Army could not 
be withdrawn from Spain be- 
cause they were under the 
command of Franco. The Bri- 
tish Government was entrus- 
ted with finding a compromi- 
se, and in due course Mr. Eden 
who hasp already produced sb 
many questionable objects 
from his immaculate hat, pre- 
sented the British proposals. 
In essence they granted the 
Fascist demands with two ad- 
ditions or amendments. The 
British Government suggested 
that the naval control should 
be replaced by observers in 
Spanish ports, and that the vo- 
lunteers should be withdrawn. 

This plan was proposed as a 
"basis for .discussion”, but 
those who made it could scar- 
cely have imagined that it 
would provide more than a ba- 
sis for disagreement . 

It 's a little difficult to steer 
a Non-Intervention Committee 
smoothly, when two of its 
members have seized the Ca- 
nary Islands and are in effec- 
tive control of Cuuta, Melilla 
and Mallorca, even though 
Mr. Eden can convince him- 
self, in public at least, that 
they are neutral, in spite of 
Mussolini’s declaration: "Italy 
is not neutral”. 

There are also one or two 
uther discrepancies. Guns have 
been moved up to vantage 
points in the Pyrenees, and it 
is significant that they have 
some French towns within 
their range; and as that noto- 



rious Bolshevik propagandist, 
Winston Churchill, pointed out 
on July 19, there are also guns 
in the neighbourhood of Alge- 
ciras which seem to have some 
sort of relationship with Gi- 
bi altar. Germany has made a 
trade agreement with Franco 
to arrange for a supply of iron 
ore. Of course, we know that 
Germany needs iron badly to 
make boilers, tram-lines, etc.; 
nevertheless it is a little com- 
promising. But Mr. Eden has 
proved equal to the task. The 
main object has been achieved. 
Everyone seems agreed that 
the discussion on the British 
proposals is likely to last a 
month or two. A "basis for 
discussion” is a fine thing for 
gaining time, and that is what 
the Fascists want. 

The present position of the 
various Governments, accord, 
ing to a note published by the 
Sub-Committee, is as follows. 

The Belgian, Czochoslova- 
kian and Swedish Governments 
agree in principle to the Bri- 
tish proposals, and consid$c* 
that a substantial withdrawal 
of volunteers is an indispensa- 
ble condition for granting bel- 
ligerent rights. 

The French Government ac- 
cepts the plan and announces 



that after control has been re- 
established and a substantial 
withdrawal of volunteers has 
taken place, the French Go- 
vernment will consent "to both 
■sidas being authorised to use 
the rights which international 
usage allows to belligerents". 

The German reply insists on 
the granting of belligerent 
rights being linked with the 
withdrawal of volunteers. It 
rtlso considers that control 
should be 1 exercised on Land, 
a sea and air. The Italian Go- 

r * 

verament accepts the plan as 
a whole. It nevertheless consi- 
ders that the recognition of bel- 
. ligerant rights should be gran- 
ted immediately. 

"The Portuguese Govern- _ 
ment formulates many sug- 
gestions, the chief of which co- 
incide with the observations of 
the German and Italian Go- 
vernments.” 

\ 

The Soviet Government in 
its reply expresses itself very 
strongly on the subject of the 
rebels n d doubts if the with- 
. ^Jrawal of volunteers will ever 
be successfully carried out. 
Above all the Soviet Govern- 
ment rejects the suggestion 
that immediate negotiations be 
begun between the British Go- 
vernment and both the oppos- 



AMERICAN DELEGATION 
NOW TOURING SPAIN 



Accompanying a thirty-two- 
ten shipment of supplies from ^ 
the United Siates and Canadi, 
a delegation of four American ^ 
working class leaders and re- 
presentatives has arrived in 
Spain and is now touring the 
different fronts and training 
camps where volunteers are 
stationed. The members of the 
delegation are : Max Bedacht, 
national secretary of the In- 
ternational Workers Order; 
Phil Bard, of the Friends of 
the Lincoln Battalion; Frank 
Mertens, of the National Ma- 
ritime Union, and John P. Hau- 
ta’.a, of the Finnish Workers 
Federation. 

Although its primary pur- 
pose was to bring the large 
shipment, which contains soap, 



cigarettes, chewing-gum, books 
etc., the delegation has other 
plans now. Cmef among them 
are: (1) to find out what is 
most needed by American and 
Canadian volunteers in Spain 
and (2) to acquire first-hand 
facts about the situation here, 
findings will be brought back 
the to the many organizations, 
both in the United States and 
Canada, and used as the basis 
for further and increased ap- 
peals for aid to Spain. 

Of the 32 tons of material, 
four tons were raised by the 
Canadian Friends of the Mac- 
Kenzie-Papineau Battalion, an 
organization which has been 
growing rapidly in Canada sin- 
ce the formation of the bat- 
talion in Spain. 



ing sides in Spain on the ques- 
tion of granting belligerent 
rights. 

With the exception of Mais- 
ky's splendid defence of the 
Republic, we have no reason to 
be pueassd with the recent de- 
liberations of the No n-In ter- 
venuon Committee, trance’s 
gesture on July 13 has remai- 
ned only a gesture, and the 
fact that French police have 
taken the place of internatio- 
nal observers is not enough to 
f undamen tally change the 

world situation. 

There are other dangerous 
signs. Franco’s agents are try- 
ing to raise a loan in London. 
In the House of Commons Eden 
has refused to give an under- 
taking that Parliament will be 
summoned in the event of the 
present discussions breaking 
down or of the question of re- 
cognising Franco as a bellige- 
rent arising. 

In view of the close connec- 
tions between Germany aiffi 
Japan there seems little dotf&tn 
that the Japanese attack on 
China has as one of its objects 
to attract the attention of the 
world away from the Spanish 
struggle, on the principle that 
it is more difficult to put out 
two fires than* one. 

Now, more than ever, is it 
possible to defeat fascism bV 
the united action of the two. 
great working-class internatio- 
nals; by the action of workers 
of all democratic countries in 
solidarity with democratic 
Spain; by the aid of the peo- 
ple of the U. R. S. R., without 
which, as Martinez Barrios, 
President of the Spanish Cor- 
tes, has said, "there would no 
longer be a Spanish Republic”. 

The Fascist insistence on the 
granting of belligerent rights 
to Franco is prompted by des- 
peration, by the fact that in- 
ternal difficulties beset Italy 
and Germany as a result of 
their enormous expenditure of 
arms, supplies and conscripted 
men for FYanco’s army. Realiz- 
ing this, we can turn more 
than- ever before to the Spa- 
nish people and to the inter- 
national working class for the 
salvation of liberty. 



A. M. E. 
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To the Youth 

The following address, by 
Joseph P. Lash, national se- 
cretary of the American Stu- 
dent Union and a member of 
the National Council of the 
American Youth Congress, was 
delivered over Station EAR2, 
Madrid, on July 4, 1937. 

* 

Youth of America, friends 
of the American Youth Con- 
gress, my fellow-countrymen: 
One could aspire to no greater 
honor than this of bringing to 
you the salute of the heroic 
young Americans who are ser- 
ving so valiantly, here in Spain 
the same cause for which ma- 
ny of you are met in Milwau- 
kee — that of democracy, 
equality and peace. It is not 
false modesty which prompts 
me at the outset to declare 
that there are scores of young 
men in the American Battal- 
lions of the Spanish Peoples 
Army who have a better war- 
rant for standing here at the 
microphone... We to whom 
democracy, equality, freedom 
are more than 'catchwords, but 
realities of human relations, 
to whom July 4th represents 
a day of significant progress 
for human society, are eter- 
nally indebted to these youth- 
ful compatriots. With their 
lives they are vindicating in 
Spain the United States of the 
Declaration of Independence 
and the Bill of Rights. Un- 
questionably, the victory of 
the Spanish Peoples Army will 
lelp to make those immortal 
locuments more of realities in 
he United States. The young 
eople of America already ha- 
ve a cause for pride in the 
number of young Americans 
who are here, fighting on the 
Spanish battlefields, which are 



of America 

the battlefields of humanity. 

But if you salute, as is ap- 
propriate on July 4th, your 
fellow- Americans here, you 
should at the same time sa- 
lute the youth of Spain. 
What miracles of valor they 
have accomplished! It is true 
that practically the whole 
Spanish people have risen 
against the effort of inter- 
national fascism to enslava 
them, but the young men and 
wcmen of Spain have perfor- 
med special prodigies of orga- 
nization, discipline and bra- 
very. 

In the early days of the fas- 
cist insurrection, when brave- 
ry and bare fists alone slowed 
down the advance of the trai- 
torous fascist generals, it was 
the young men, at the initiati- 
ve of the Unified Socialist 
Youth organization, that or- 
ganized the first disciplined 
regiment of soldiers — the fa- 
mous Fifth Regiment — which 
was fit for something more 
than barricade defense. Their 
example ^f discipline, and lo- 
yal subordination to the Peo- 
ples Front Government was 
one of the seeds which now is 
flowering into the magnificent 
Spanish Peoples Army. 

In the little village where 
we have been training it is 
time to harvest the wheat and 
lentil fields. But all the able- 
bodied men are at the front. 
The young people, therefore, 
have organized shockbrigades: 
of boys who are not old enough 
to enter the army, and girls 
who every morning at 5 : 30 
pile into trucks and go out 
into the fields to help the pea- 
sants bring in their harvests. 
It is no wonder that under the 
Peoples Front, the ties bet- 




MiNA Of) KVA, Youthful political co- 
rniwar killed oil the Granada front. 

ON THE NEW 
U. G. T. - C. N. T. PACT 

The Executive Committee of 
the U. G. T. and the National 
Committee of the C. N. T. this 
week announced the signing of 
a unity pact between the two 
trade union federations. The 
agreement is largely concerned 
with creating a better feeling 
between members of the two 
organizations. 

To Lhis end provision is ma- 
de for eliminating all types of 
coercion in re cruiting members 
for either organization; it is 
forbidden to admit a member 
to cne trade union center who 
has been expelled from the 
other; trade unions dropped 
from the U. G. T. cannot be 
admitted to the C. N. T. wit- 
hout consulting the latter, and 
vice versa. 

A large part of the press in- 
cluding many organs of the 
U. G. T. criticize the agree- 
ment as incomplete or even 
empty. “Mundo Obrero’’ offers 
the most succinct argument. 
Unity of action between the 
two trade unions, says the 
Communist organ, is primarily 
needed “to achieve increased 
production; a system of inten- 
sive work in factories, shops 
and fields; an improvement in 
the principle ’a better wage 
for more and better work*; 
and always, of course, to col- 
laborate with the Government 
in the latter’s function of di- 
recting and coordinating indus- 
try. The Executive of the U. 



G. T. and the National Com- 
mittee of the C. N. T. in the 
pact they have just signed, 
completely omit the problems 
cf war and production. For the 
pact there is no war, nor pro- 
duction, nor betterment for the 
workers... The pact does not 
say one word on these pro- 
blems which are the funda- 
mental ones for the people and 
the workers”. 

A second feature of the uni- 
ty pact as drawn up by the U. 
G. T. Executive and the C. N. 
T. National Committee, is that 
it denies trade union legitima- 
cy to any organization not af- 
filiated to the C. 

G. T. Thus while eliminating 
coercion as between the two 
bodies, a joint coercion as 
against unaffiliated bodies is 
established as a very principle 
rf unity. It is not at all diffi- 
cult to discover that this point 
is aimed at Provincial Peasant 
Federatiops such as that of 
Valencia, whose 80.000 mem- 
bers are organized to increase 
production while protect! n g 
themselves against “revolutio- 
nary" experimenters. Press 
criticism objects to this me- 
thod of “outlawing" as delay- 
ing the merger of the Peasant 
Federations with other unions 
cf farmworkers. 

It is further pointed out that 
the Executive Committee of 
the U. G. T. must submit the 
pact to the National Commit- 
tee before the U. G. T. can be 
said to have authorized it. It 
will be recalled that the Na- 
tional Committee completely 
disavowed the political line of 
the Executive in connection 
with the last crisis. 

The pros and the cons agree 
that the pact has a positive 
aspect opening the way to clo- 
ser cooperation on a sound ba- 
sis. It calls for the creation of 
local trade uni ■ l liaison com- 
mittees, or joint committees, 
which shall bring their pro- 
blems to the National Liaison 
Committee. By rapidly creat- 
ing such committees everywhe- 
re, and at cnce raising pro- 
blems related with increased 
production, central direction, 
and economic improvement of 
the workers’ conditions, wor- 
kers who find the present pact 
a mere skeleton of unity of ac- 
tion, can fill it with the desi- 
red content. 



(Continued on jtnge 8.) 



NOTICE 

Americans who are transferred from one 
hospital to another are urged , immediately 
after the change , to send word of their new 
addresses to the American Commissar , at 
the Service de Cadres of the International 
Brigades , Albacete , Spain . 
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ween peasant and urban wor- 
ker have become so cordial. 

The Federal Union of Spa- 
nish Students, which is the 
equivalent of our National 
Student Federation cf Ameri- 
ca, has mobilized those of its 
members who cannot go to 
the front into shock troops 
that work in the trenches, era- 
dicating illiteracy. Indeed, 
wherever there is a particular- 
ly important task — volunteers 
for anti-tank units, helping or- 
ganize the war industries, the 
setting-of examples of discipli- 
ned subordination of political 
interests — it is the youth of 
Spain which comes forward. 
They are the most loyal sup- 
porters of the Peoples Front 
Government. They were the 
most ardent advocates of the 
unified military command. 
They have carried on an in- 
tensive propaganda for the de- 
velopment of an effective rear- 
guard war industry. 

And if the young people of 
Spain have thus been among 
the promptest to mobilize for 
the war against international 
fascism, if they were among 
the first large groups to reali- 
ze the immensity of the tasks 
confronting the government in 
winning this war, it was becau- 
se they were united. Being 
united, they spoke for the mas- 
ses of youth who knew from 
personal experience the situa- 
tion in their country. 

My friends, we know the 
value of unity, of working to- 
gether in the United States. 
We know what it has enabled 
us to accomplish in our cam- 
paign for the American Youth 
Act, and what the United Stu- 
dent Peace Committee has do- 
ne to mobilize the schools 
against war. But one never 
quite appreciates the full sig- 
nificance of unity until one 
faces an enemy machine-gun 
nest. One does not delay to 
argue political differences at 
such a moment. Teamwork 
is the essence of success at 
such a time. Here in Spain 
the unity of the younger ge- 
neration has been a decisive 
factor in the barring of the 
road to Hitler and Mussolini. 
That unity is symbolized lirst 
of all by the Spanish Youth 
Front which is like our Ame- 
rican Youth Congress, and 



secondly by the Unified Socia- 
list Youth which unites Socia- 
lists, Communists and all 
young people who recognize 
that socialism is the road to 
peace and progress. This or- 
ganization was the first to de- 
clare that the major task at 
the present moment was unity 
against fascism and for demo- 
cracy. 

These two organizations are 
the spokesmen of Spain’s youn- 
ger egeneration, a generaticr 
which knows that the victory 
of Hitler and Mussolini mean* 
for them a continuance and in- 
tensification of degrading ig- 
norance and illiteracy, means 
unemployment, mass oppres- 
sion and world war. Someti- 
mes at noon I have sat outsi- 
de a wealthy villa which is 
now a school, and have liste- 
ned to the youthful tots, chil- 
dren of peasants, being taught 
to read and write in the first 
school that this village has 
seen. I have heard them sing 
NO FASARAN! And these 
words, uttered by these chil- 
dren, have brought to my 
mind, sot soldiers being sior 
ped at the trenches of Mad-id, 
but ignorance, disease, pover- 
ty, crime, which up to now ha- 
ve been the lot of Spanish 
youth. All the youth of eve- 
ry age are here united against 
fascism. We Americans need 
no other inspiration than the 
SALUD of a threeyear-old 
youngster whom this Peoples 
Front Government now gives a 
chance to grow up as a decent 
human being, enjoying the 
fruits of his toil and develop- 
ing his individual talents. 

Side by side with the youth 
of Spain march the young for- 
eign volunteers who form a 
splendid section of the Spanish 
Peoples Army. The poets of 
the future will sing their deeds. 
The future constitutions of na- 
tions will embody the ideals 
they symbolize. Not a body 
of freebooters, nor brutalized, 
but a body of highly-informed 
and determined men, who have 
realized that on the battlefields 
of Spain will the future of 
world peace and progress be 
determined. 

No one outside of themsel- 
ves will ever appreciate the 
hardships these men have un- 
complainingly overcome alon- 



gside of the Spanish masses, 
or the tremendous readjust- 
ment they have had to make. 
I asked some young Americans 
what they wanted to say to 
you. Their first declaration 
was: "Tell them our army will 
lick Franco.” Secondly, they 
•aid: "We hope our example 
has helped to strengthen the 
unity of American youth in 
behalf of the Spanish people.” 
And thirdly: “We don’t like 
to talk. The job of a good 
anti-fascist here is to be a 
trood soldier.” 

Don’t get the 1 mprauion, 
however, that the life of the 
follows here is circumscribed 
t>y their military objectives. 

I wish you could see our wall- 
papers in which steel workers 
write poetry and machinegun- 
hers analyze international po- 
litical developments. Every 
scrap of literature is voracious- 
ly gobbled up. I wish you 
could hear our songs, which 
are not bloody diatribes, but 
full of longing for our hMnel- 
and, full of determination that 
— I shall quote the exact 
words — "Every inch will we 
recapture, every inch of Spa- 
dsh Boif. 

No one complains about the 
hard work. We only hope 
that you too will work for 
what is a common cause, even 
though at the moment fascist 
bombers are not above your 
heads. Here we keep vigil 
24 hours of the day, standing 
in mud, in the blazing sun, in 
the rain. Surely you can gi- 
ve an hour of your day in de- 
fense of Spanish democracy 
which — I hope I need not re- 
peat it — is the defense of 
world democracy. 

You cannot realize what your 
support and your solidarity 

OUR WAR 

The complete nationalization 
of all war industries was de- 

r 

manded by the Syndicate of 
Metal Workers at a 3-day ses- 
sion held in Madrid last week. 
Newly-elected President of the 
Syndicate, Comrade Miguel 
Gonzales Alonso, stated: 

"Our firm insistence on na- 
tionalization cf war industries 
must not weaken, Nationaliza- 
tion must not be delayed. The 
Republic, though a central or- 
ganism, must have control of 



mean to ujs. At the back of 
our heads the question is al- 
ways simmering: Will Germa- 
ny provoke another Almeria? 
Will Mussolini continue to land 
thousands of more troop# ? 
Will the fascists, infuriated by 
their check, turn gas loose on 
us? And we know that only 
the united forces of the com- 
mon people throughout the 
world can prevent these 
things. 

It has been good talking to 
you and making this appeal to 
you, especially on July 4th. It 
was in the struggle to overth- 
row English opp resales, that 
our declaration of Independen- 
ce was forged. In this war 
of the Spanish people against 
enslavement by German and 
Italian fascism, a new charter 
of human rights is being mol- 
ded. 

Youth of America! We of the 
Lincoln and Washington Bat- 
talions — and now we can add 
the name of the MacKenzie- 
Papineau Battalion which is 
made up of both Canadians 
and Americans — love our 
country, love it in a wag 
is possible only to one who is 
far away from tt We came 
to Spain because we realized 
that to preserve the noble 
things of our country, the peo- 
ple of Spain must triumph over 
international fascism. We 
want to return, but we will 
only do so with victory. You 
can help that, and help speed 
our return. * Protest the far- 
ce gf Non Intervention. Send 
aid*for the children of Spain. 
Send medical aid. Show us 
that our home-land realizes 
its kinship with a sorely-opres- 
sed sister democracy. Salud! 

J. P. L. 



INDUSTRIES 

these factories and be able to 
supply them with with raw ma- 
terials to be used to make the 
tools of war, so that we can 
send guns and ammunition in 
sufficient quantities to our 
comrades at the front. 

"Today, more than ever, it 
is necessary to strengthen and 
increase the production of the 
Catalonian war factories. The 
nationalization of our industry 
constitutes our greatest aim 
and desire.” 



DIANA (U. G. T.).— Larra, 6. Madrid 
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FASCISM WHISTLES IN THE DARK 



Highly revealing, and of par- 
ticular interest to us. in Spain, 
isaeerite<>fartiel*sand dis- 
patches recently published in 
the American and British 
press. Although It ta.not'ne- 
eMB&ry, .at this lata date, to 
dte the t^mendous amount 
«f open assistance given to 
franco hy Hitler and Muasoli- 
tt, actual figures have so far 
been lacking. These figures 
are supplied by the British 
&aily Worker of July 2tth: 

"Mussolini has spent no less 
than 2.600.000.000 lira during 
ths months from January to 
Jd » oh assiting General Fran- 
co", .writes the tally Worker's 
special correspondent. “In 
addition to this Italy has bac- 
ked bills with which the. rebels 
have purchased supplies and 
arms directly. 

* T h is sensational figure, 
equivalent approximately to 
$1,300,000 pounds, was given, 
I am able to reveal, by the 
Duce's Finance Minister Paolo 
Thaon de Revel In a report to 
a special and secret meeting 
of the Finance Committee of 
the Italian Chamber a few 
weeks ago." 

FASCISM'S “ADVENTURE” 

Corroboration of this figure, 
and generally of the tremen- 
dous drainage of money and 
materials, as well as of men, 
which Italian Fascist interven- 
tion in Spain has meant, is 
contained in a wireless to the 
New York Times of July 4th 
by Arnaldo Cortesi, the paper's 
correspondent in Rome. Says 
Cortesi, whose status in rela- 
tion to Mussolini is similar to 



that of William Carney to 
Franco; 

“If any One had been able to 
foresee in July, 19S6, the deve- 
lopments of the Spanish civil 
war,- it is doubtful whether 




FRANCO 



Italy would have rushed so 
light-heartedly into the adven- 
ture, the end of which is still 
not in sight. It seemed at 
the beginning that a few thou- 
sand volunteers and a few do- 
zen airplanes would be suffi- 
cient to secure General Fran- 
cisco Franco's victory..." 

If any further proof were 
needed to show Mussolini’s cri- 
minal invasion of Spain, Cor- 
tesi’s dispatch — for the hun- 
dredth time — parades the cat, 
long since out of the bag. up 
and down the street. Furt- 
hermore, the date of the dis- 
patch gibes perfectly with the 
Italian Finance Minister's re- 
port on the spent 2.500.000.000 
lire, which (as the Daily Wor- 
ker correpondent pointed out 



on July' 29th) was made “a 
few weeks ago". 

II Duce’s unofficial Ameri- 
can mouthpiece is unusually 
frank. Cortesi continues; 

"...Italy found herself fully 
committed to support the In- 
surgents in November last 
year when she recognized the 
Franco government, but 
thought at that time that the 
war would not last much lon- 
ger, since everything led to 
the belief that the fall of Ma- 
drid, the siege of which had 
started less than a month be- 
fore, was imminent.” 

Further: “Now the Italians 
find themselves up to their 
necks in the Spanish civil war, 
and they are beginning to look 
around for what they are li- 
kely to get from it when Ge- 
neral Franco wins, as they 
think he will. The first ad- 
vantage they hope to gain 
is purely negative, that they 
will avoid the loss of pres- 
tige they would suffer if the 
Valencia government trium- 
phed despite fascism’s best ef- 
forts.” 




COE RING 



The dispatch is concluded 
with a'-iitatement concerning 
th^s material gains hoped for 
by Mussolini: the vast mineral 
resources of Spain, and the 
strategic land concessions so 
necessary as military bases in 
the event of war. 

GERMANY AND ENGLAND 

The July issue of The Labour 
Monthly supplies the factual 
material necessary to an un- 
dersttn ding of Germany’s 
great stake in the invasion of 
Spain, and also provides the 
basic economic clue to British 
actions (Capt. Anthony Eden 
et al) in the Non-Intervention 
farce. Conrad Suden's artier, 
"Anglo-German Interests in 
Spain”, traces the complicated 
little-known network of Anglo- 
German capitalist connections 
in steel, chemical and arma- 
ments trusts, as well as in the 
International banking field, 
and concludes with the signi- 
ficant statement: 

"The bonds between British 
and German capitalism in 
Spain do not account for the 
whole policy of British impe- 
rialism in Its betrayal of de- 
mocracy, Its alliance with fas- 
cism; they do, however, cons- 
titute a factor of which the 
great importance is often over- 
looked.” 

DWINDLING RESOURCES 

It is no wonder then, with 
Italy and Germany (and Por- 
tugal as well) so deeply sunk 
in their rapacious game in 
Spain (despite the diplomatic 
and material aid rendered by 
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British capitalism) that the 
fascists off ail lands are begin- 
ning to whistle in the dark tp 
keep up their dwindling cpura- 
ge. There is no need to speak 
of the critical condition in 
which the people of Germany 
find the rise Ives, nor of the wi- 
despread misery of the Italian 
people aggravated not -only 
by Mussolini's tremendous ex- 
penditures in Spain but also 
by his equally enormous losses 
in Ethiopia, which even to this 
day is not completely “paci- 
fied”. Privation for the mas- 
ses inevitably breeds opposition 
to the government, and it is 
for this reason that the fas- 
cists are forced to extend their 
stream of hopeful propaganda, 
at the same time that they 
are forced to admit the extent 
to which the “Spanish adven- 
ture” has drained their trea- 
suries and their manpower. 

An unusual example of this 
“whistling in the dark” ap- 
pears in the July 26th Issue of 
the notoriously profascist Lon- 
don Daily Mail. Hopefully en- 
titled “Ridding Spain of the * 
Reds”, ft also calls attention 
to the “Itali tin’s Big Part” in 
the dirty work. A few quo- 
tation# will suffice to reveal 
the tone and temper of this ar- 
ticle: 

“When General Franco began 
the movement to (rid Spain 
of the Reds) there were many 
who wished him well but shook 
their heads doubtfully. True 
it is that Italy... responded 
promptly to the common uni- 
ty and cause. Her aeropla- 
nes flew men across the straits 
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to make Seville secure when 
Quiepo de Llano in that city 
was driven to every subterfu- 
ge to make his handful of 
troops look like an army...” 

FAILURE AT MADRID 

'“It (Madrid) was theirs 
(the fascists) had they not 
turned off the main Seville-Ma- 
drid road to succour the Heroes 
of the Alcazar at Toledo. 
That deviation gave the Reds 
just the amount of breathing 
space necessary for them to 
turn Madrid into a network of 
redoubts and fortresses. 

"People who point out that 
Madrid is still not captured 
nevertheless know that in the 
meantime Franco has built ip, 
with the assistance of German 
and Italian material and vo- 




lunteers, an army which has 
saved more than half of Spain 
for ever from the roe pace of 
Bolshevism, 

”1 have spoken”, says the 
Daily Mail's correspondent, 
who, we are informed, has “la- 
tely returned” from Spain, 
“with many highly placed Ita- 
lians, and I know that from 
the generals down to the pri- 
vates they all individually and 
without pressure expressed 
their anxiety to come to 
Spain". Note that the informa- 
tion comes from ‘'highly-pla- 
ced Italians”. 

“Italy has played a signifi- 
cant part in building the new 
Spain — so significant that it 
has been Insisted that she 
must be getting territorial 
concessions like the Balearic 
Islands to compensate her. 
The answer is that Italy’s com- 
pensation consists of an ordi- 
nary war debt for materials 
and munitions such as the one 
we incurred with the United 
States during the World War” 

There follows, at this point, 
one of the most brazen bits of 



tongue-in-cheek writing 'which 
we have ever recud: 

“It is recognized by those 
who know the facts that Italy 
has throughout been inspired 
by the highest motives* She 
asked nothing more than to 
see Spain go from strength to 
strength, her. tenritory having 
been freed from the common 
enemy, Bolshevism. Thus 
(and here we ara permitted a 
glimpse of Fascist modesty), 
though the Italian troops pla- 
yed a very important part in 
the capture of Bilbao, and 
though they could have been 
the first to enter the town, 
their commanders preferred to 
remain out of the limelight un- 
til the Spanish army had come 
into its own.” 

All of this constitutes an im- 
posing array of admissions, 
“out of their own mouths”, 
of the fascists’ role in Spain. 
Yet the articles cited were 
chosen at random out of a mass 
of similar material now appe- 
aring in the English-speaking 
press. Weighing every state- 
ment carefully, there can no 
longer be any doubt whatever 
of (1) the enormous aid fas- 
cism has given to the traito- 
rous generals, and (2) that 
this aid has drained the fas- 
cist powers to so considerable 
a degree that they must now 
institute a campaign of self- 
induced cheerfulness, of “whist- 
ling in the dark” to keep their 
spirits up, to hide from the 
world their moral and mate- 
rial degradation and to stave 
off, for as long as possible, 
their inevitable defeat both by 
their own inner structural 
weaknesses and by the grow- 
ing strength of the revitalized 
Peoples Army of the Spanish 
Republic. 



SAYS BARNACLE BILL 

Said the ship owner, haughty and fat, 

As he wiped off the top of his hat: 

“It's very upsetting 
"When sea-gulls are getting 
"Class-conscious enough to do that!” 

* 

The’^hine Supreme Judges are blushing. 

When Washington's plumber came rushing, 

He looked at the court 
And then made the report: 

“Only one thing Is wrong; it needs flushing.” 

MICHAEL QUIN 



PLUGGING 
FOR “BUTTS" 
BACK HOME 

To the American Boys Who 
Do their Bit to Make Madrid 
the Tomb of Fascism: 

We, the C. P. and Y. C. L. 
unit of the Altro Shop, send a 
concrete message of solidarity 
in the name of the workers of 
our shop. We hope that our 
story of how the workers here 
thankfully contributed cigaret- 
tes to ease the strained nerves 
of our Lincoln Battalion may 
result in a personal reply. 

Through our shop paper, we 
put in our first plug for “butts”. 
During collections for the pa- 
per a young Catholic worker 
said to a comrade, “let me be 
the first to give a pack of 
“Butts” to the boys of the Lin- 
coln Battalion”. 




A united front was formed 
between us and the workers 
of different political opinions. 
They Joined with us, and the 
workers were able to get at 
people who wouldn’t or couldn’t 
contribute to us. 

It is pleasant to relate some 
highlights of the campaign in 
order to show the unity and 
solidarity on the heartfelt sym- 
pathies that all the workers 
here feel toward Spain and our 
boys. A young worker claimed 
that she couldn't afford to con- 
tribute — a week later she 
brought in a pack saying. “My 
concience bothers me”. The ma- 
nager and foreman contributed 
saying “this is something about 
which we all feel the same”. 
This is an instance of how peo- 
ple here have their minds and 
hearts in our struggle for you 
in the front lines, defending 
world democracy. May you car- 
ry on as gloriously as you ha- 
ve in the past and soon say 
“Pasaremos!'’ 

COMRADELY YOURS, 

Altro Shop Unit 
1461 Hoe Avenue, C. P., 
6th A. D., Bronx, N, Y. 
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THE PLOT THAT FAILED 



The whole world was sur- 
prised last June by a startling 1 
bit of news, Ingeniously serv^- 
ed up for public consumption. 
According to the dispatches 
from Berlin a Loyalist Spanish 
submarine had attempted to 
sink a German cruiser, the 
“Leipzig". The news had the 
unmistakable ring of & cooked- 
up plot, and the press every- 
where, while giving its usual 
hospitality to the news, added 
some very skeptical comments. 
So the plot failed miserably. 
The “casus belli" so badly 
wanted petered out comple- 
tely. 

Now a German working on 
the "Leipzig" p.t the time of 
the “torpedoing" has exposed 
the whole frame-up to the 
press. 

“Three days before leaving 
for Mediterranean waters (sa>s 
the seaman) all the submarine 
detectors were closely inspect- 
ed, and all those found even 
slightly below the highest 
standards changed... Before 
leaving, the captain, Von Loe- 
wisch, made a very strange 
speech to the crew. He told 
them : "Our mission is very 
difficult. The eyes of all the 
naticns are upon us". That was 
all. The day the cruiser left a 
group of eleven persons came 



aboard. They were completely 
unknown to the rest of the 
crew, with the exception of 
the captain. While steaming 
towards the Mediterranean, 
one ftmmimtf lrm store - room 
was completely emptied. 

ITALIAN OFFICERS 

“The ship was then visited 
by Italian and Spanish Fascist 
navy officer* who made detailed 
inspections, especially of the 
compartment from which am- 
munition bad been removed. 
Several secret meetings wefe 
held with the foreign officers 
and the group of eleven un- 
knowns. The sound detectors 
were once more inspected, as 
well as the armored plate. The 
crew was convinced that the 
purpose of the inspections was 
to find a way of torpedoing the 
boat without danger of sink- 
ing it. 

“The result of the inspection 
must have been negative, be- 
cause soon after the “inspec- 
tors" left for the “Meteor", 
which had brought them to the 
“Leipzig", all the removed am- 
munition was returned to its 
original place. 

“All these maaeouvers took 
place on June 10th and 11th. 
The “Meteor" esco-rted the 



“Leipd*” WBtil the 21st Dur- 
ing June 3ft th,, 16th, 17th and 
1-8 th, days *then the attempted 
torpedoing was supposed to 
have talked place, nothing un- 
usual happened on board, and 
no special precautions were ta- 
ken. l$v@rythlhg was quite nor- 
mal. The first thing that the 
crew $eard about what was 
later to beMme known to them 
as the attempted sinking; was 
shortly before the ship -entered 
the port of WAhelmsh&veh. 
The captain told them that the 
ship had been attacked by a 
Bolshevik submarine. Offtccia- 
Uy only twelve people o® the 
ship knew of the attempt, the 
eleven unknowns and t*e cap- 
tain. 

“As for the eleven strange 
guests of the cruiser, six of 
them were left on , shore in 
Spain and taken to Berlin by 
plane, where they remained 
under strict watch. On June 
19th, five more followed them 
and were quartered in T«m- 
plshef ahd kept incommuni- 
cado. 

‘"The crew is normally given 
two weeks* leave after such a 
trip. This time only five of the 
crew were given leave. They 
were all, significantly, rabid 
fascists. Even they, however, 
were given leave for only two 





— Whoa did Franco wy J be .tm 
goiag to eater Madrid? 

— Ot, that wu loag HI— foar 

Ume. 



days, and under condition that 
they would go no further b»m 
twenty kilometers from the 
port. fk Mrnmimic a tjff n With 
their families was prohibited 
boith to them and to the re- 
mainder of the erfew, and all 
mail was held up,” 

The above itf a condensed 
copy of the official report. 
From the account, two * b * w » g i r 
are evident: (1) The “toqpe* 
doing** did not take place oply 
because the Inspecting officers 
did not think that it could be 
carried out with safety, and (2> 
Germany will not stop at 
anything in causing a waf of 
open invasion, regardless 
the consequences. 



More Poumbts 
nabbed as spies 

Ten more spies connected, 
with the Trotskyite P. ©.' U. H. 
have been arrested and the JR> 
lice have placed them in the. 
custody of the High Spy and 
Traitors Tribunal of the Spa- 
nish Government. 

Documents revealing secret 
written and telegraphic codes 
have been seised. Papers refe- 
rring to the underground traf- 
fic of arms have also been dis- 
covered. Among them are let- 
ters of communication with 
outside elements, exposing con- 
nections with Ti tier's secret 
police. Evidence now in the 
hands of the government brings 
out the leading part these spies 
played in the May Catalonian 
uprising. In all, approximately 
300 arests of Poumists have 
taken place, of which many 
have been turned over to the 
Espionage and Treason Court 
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THE MOTOR FRONT 



The Transport Regiment in Prose, Poetry and Pictures 



Four fellows are playing 
cards. Several are redding the 
newspapers and newly-arrived 
letters, others are discussing 
political or other news. All are 
in the canteen of the First 
Transport Regiment. A motor- 
cycle is heard. A moment la- 
ter the bell sounds Its chimes. 
"We Roll — Assembly", shout 
several. The Americans of 
the second squadron fall in, 
right dress and stand at atten- 
tion. 

"Rolling Orders. Gas masks, 
helmets, canteens. All trucks 
up to the gate immediately’’, 
orders Lieutenant Clark. “Dis- 
missed". The fellows vie with 
each other to be the first in 
line. There’s a dash for equip- 
ment, motors roar, and the 
trucks start for the gate. 



squadron for his work. Whe- 
ther it is wine, foodstuffs, am- 
munition or troops that they 
haul, the job is conscientiously 
and efficiently executed. Two 
hours after Brunete was ta- 
ken, the squadron trucks 
was transporting captured pri- 
soners and grain behind our 
Hikes. They lay outside of Qul- 
joma for three hours waiting 
for the town to be taken to 
deliver fortification material 
and food supplies. ("An army 
travels on its stomach"). They 
carried shells to artillery 
camps. They fed the troops, 
the cannons, and the rifles and 
sc me times carried wounded to 
the hospitals. 

Braving aviation bombard- 
ment, consistent shelling and 




vigil anoe. The roads are nar- has welled up in him. Wea- 

row and many chauffeurs vfeg his way through sheila, 

are just learning. He never decking bombs, solitary, stea- 







THE TRANSPORT REGIMENT (above) (mi Hollywood In a big way. 
Above right. The beya proudly exibit ahrapnel that fuiled to get them. 



"Where to", shout one or two. 
"Quien s&be", shout several in 
their newly acquired Spanish. 
And then the motor caravan 
begins. 

In the recently bygone offen- 
sive, the Second Squadron of 
the First Transport Regiment 
attached to the Fifth Army 
Corps of the Spanish Army 
played its part well. It was 
the Colonel of the Escorial In- 
tendencia who said that he 
wanted members of the second 



strafing, they carried on their 
work. One comrade wounded 
by shrapnel, another struck 
directly by a bomb and a third 
missing testify to tha risks. 

The work is physically and 
mentally a strain. Sometimes 
the driver keeps going for 
thirty-six and forty-eight 
hours, with abort catnaps In 
his seat. He is responsible 
for his truck and for its load. 
Driving in Spain demands the 
utmost caution and consistent 



has the satisfaction of strik- 
ing a personal blow against a 
fascist, never finds edequ&te 
relief for the hatred fascism 



dily, unflinchingly, and deter* 
minedly he delivers his load la 
the destination. JPerhaps fe- 
me times singing hia soag. 



ELE6Y 

(Tun Kilometers After Gray) 

The curfew tells the knell of parting fey* 

A motley bunch of yfeks retires to fed 
Or else to sheet the eng, an they weald say, 

Or ponder on their day’s misdeeds instead. 

Oft' have I wandered near some bracken -covered fewer 
And listened to the tales ef do or die. 

Then wondered how the fascists hold the power 
To stand against the might of yon and I. 

But suddenly a sullen voice Is heard 
Echoing through the darkness of the might; 

The hooting owl has as thing on this bird 
Whoso oft-repeated cry Is, “Boose that JU^fet!” 

A village Hampden might have argued hose, 

Or possibly the plowman would have kicked. 

Wo realise enough these things to fear. 

A deathly silence reigns; we know we're licked. 

Full many a gem of wit that’s smartly said 
Is squelched beneath the timbre of that voice. 

Fall many a flowery adjective profane 
Is muffled in the covers of the bed. 

A few short hours they sleep the sleep of man. 

Slumbering In the attitudes they like. 

Then crashing roar of thunder wakens them, 

Not fascist bombs — It’s just the voice of Mike! 

The station of a god does ho enjoy. 

The heavens tremble when he shouts, “CONVOY!" 

ERNIE PARLOUR 

First Transport Regiment 
Second Squadron. 





CHIN 

t 

’'Last year our country con- 
cluded an agreement with Ger- 
many against the Comintern. 
0 ur Govemmen t is underta- 
king action to give effect to 
this agreeme^ti” Hirota. 

jy Ch\na is o peaceful coun- 
try and we have constantly 
tried to settle our dtjjerences 
with Japan through diplomatic 
channels. We are a weak na- 
tion, but if we are brought to 
bay we will defend our right 
to a national existence to the 
last gasp.” Cmang Kai Shek. 

The Japanese began their la- 
test adventure in China in a 
spirit of optimism, “we will 
clean up Northern China... Vue 
campaign will last a month if 
conditions are favorable, two 
months ii’ the fchineee resist 
is how a spokesman of the Ja- 
panese Army gave his view of 
the situation. There Is reason 
to believe that this optimism 
has now become a little tar- 
nished. The Japanese have 
found that they are no longer 
attacking the China of the 
Manchuria and Jehol days — a 
country which was tom by ci- 
vil war and unable to make a 
united resistance against the 
invader. The insistent demand 
of the Chinese people and the 
wise policy of the Chinese So- 
viet Government have brought 
into being a new China, far 
more united, far more able and 
determined to defend itself 
against the Fascist imperia- 
lists. For the first time the 
Chinese will be able to fight 
as a nation under a national 
leadership which has clearly 
and unambiguously given the 
order to resist. It is true that 
the Nanking Government has 
as yet concluded no formal 
agreement with the Chinese So- 
viets nor the Kuomintang with 
the Communist Party. It is al- 
so true that there are still men, 
holding important positions in 
China, who will be prepared to 
commit any treason to further 
their personal ends. But there 
are indications that this time 
the mas" of the Chinese people 
is more aware than ever befo- 
re of what is at stake, and will 
be able to sweep from its path 
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A 



ANOTHER 



BUT THIS TIME JAPAN FACES 
UNIFIED CHINESE RESISTANCE 



traitors and those who work 
against national unity in the 
face of the enemy. 

PREPARATIONS RAPID 

The Nanking Government 
has demanded uie speeding up 
oi preparauons for aeience ano 
for putting aie army on a war 
icoung. it has decreed cons- 
cription and mobilisation on a 
wide scale. 

The soldiers cf the 29th Ar- 
my declared chat they would 
not accept foreign ordera to 
withdraw from tne Hopei re- 
gion, and they disobeyed the 
orders of their own leaders to 
retire. When the Civil Guards 
at Tung Cheou learned that 
their leader had betrayed them, 
they mutinied and killed the 
Japanese. 

At Swatow the authorities 
have ordered every family to 
prepare a reserve supply of 
food and water, and to collect 
five bags of sand for the de- 
fence. Employees in Japanese 
concerns have ccme out on 
strike. The movement for boy- 
cotting Japanesce goods is 
spreading. At Canton and other 
places the workers have taken 
the decision not to load Japa- 
nese ships. 

Unity in China is being rea- 
lised in the northward march 



of the columns of the Natio- 
nal Chinese Army which is to 
be Joined by strong contingents 
from the Chinese Red Army, 
which has held its own during 
ten years fighting against hea- 
vy odds. And in addition, t;ie 
Chinese have the certainty 
that they will be supported by 
thousands of partisan fighters 
in the Japanese rear. 

OTHER ASPECTS 

Bui if these things are new, 
there are other aspects of the 
conflict with which we are al- 
ready all too familiar. 

Between the aims and me- 
thods of Fascists in the East 
and in the West there is a clo- 
se similarity. On July 2bth the 
Japanese ambassador at Paris 
declared smilingly: “Japan is 
not so stupid as to want to ma- 
ke war on China”. The aggres- 
sor countries no longer formal- 
ly declare war. They begin 
with a mixture of provocations, 
negotiations and hostilities, or 
they intervene to support a 
rising they have fomented. 

The Japanese have shown 
that the Germans and Italians 
have not the monopoly in the 
art of bombing and machine- 
gunning civilian populations, 
and they have already staged 
their own version of Badajoz. 



s 

SPAIN 

EXCUSES FOR AGGRESSION 

The aims which Japanese 
Fascism is hoping to carry out 
in China bear a close resem- 
blance to those of the German 
and Italian 1* ascists in Spain. 
Fascist propogandists, and ai- 
$o honest people who have 
been misled, paint a tragic pic- 
ture of a vasL population pac- 
ked into some small islands 
and desperately needing space 
to live. But Japan has already 
detached great areas from Chi- 
na and these areas have not 
been colonised by Japanese 
workers and peasants but by 
textile manufacturers, muni- 
tion makers, bankers and sol- 
diers — individuals whose busi- 
ness it is to enslave the Chi- 
nese. 

The immediate purpose of 
Japan is to submit Northern 
China, with its population of 
80.000.000 inhabitants, to the 
same fate as Manchuria — not 
to settle Japanese colonists, 
but to secure raw materials, a 
market for Japanese goods 
and cheap labor, and as a step 
towards the complete conquest 
of China. Moreover the Japa- 
nese want to make their rear 
safe for an eventual war with 
the Soviet Union, for it would 
be madness fer Japan tc at- 
tack the Soviet Union until a 
very considerable part of Chi- 
na is completely under her con- 
trol. 

DOUBLE PURPOSE 

The war has a double purpo- 
se. On the one hand it is inten- 
ded to help Japan’s ally, Ger- 
many, to wring more conces- 
sions from the British Govern- 
ment with regard to Spain, and 
cn the other hand it is requi- 
red by Japan as a trump card 
in the unsavoury game which 
she is playing with Britain for 
the division of China into 
spheres of imuence. Japan, en- 
couraged by the weakness 
which the Western powers have 
shown with regard to Spain, 
lias drawn the conclusion thac 
the surest way to come to 
terms with the British Govern- 
ment is to confront It with an 
accomplished fact; and Eden's 
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CHINA - ANOTHER SPAIN 



Wtatement on July 19th gives 
the impression that Britain is 
not prepared to put any serious 
oppostion in the way of the Ja- 
panese plans, in spite of the 
uneasiness of the U. S. A. FY.r 
although Britain has valuable 
interests in China which would 
be seriously endangered by a 
Japanese success, she also has 
valuable interests in India 
which would also be theatened 
if the Chinese gave a victorious 
example of how to deal with 
imperialism. 

Like her European allies, 
Japan is attempting to cover 
her aggression with an Anti- 
Bolshevik veil as well as by 
the 'civilising” mission for 
which all Fascists feel such a 
strong vocation. Prince Konoy6 
describes the aim of Japanese 
foreign policy as being "the 
stabilisation of Eastern Asia, 
which can only be assured by 
co-operation between Japan, 
Manchuria and China to stop 
Communist penetration via Ou- 
ter Mongolia”. Such co-opera- 
tion would suit Japan's purpose 
admirably. It would provide her 
with unlimited scope for inter- 
vention and would make the 
unification and centralisation 
of the movement for the natio- 
nal liberation of China quite 
impossible. 

BREEDING MORE 
AGGRESSION 

Nor would Japan be satis- 
fied with Northern China. The 
conquest of the North would 
be followed by an advance to- 
wards the Centre, and after 
Peiping would come Nanking. 
Swatow and Shanghai would 
be attached . and then an at- 
tack would possibly fdllow on 
the Mongolian People's Repu- 
blic, with all tne consequences 
that this would involve. 

Japan is heavily committed 
to this venture. In four weeks 
it has cost her 517 million yen. 
The price cf foodstuffs is ris- 
ing, and a very difficult finan- 
cial situation confronts the mi- 
litary Fascist clique who badly 
need a rapid victory which 
might start a new wave of jin- 
goism and save them from a 
rising of the people. 

CHINA RESISTS 

China was never so prepared 
as now to resist the invaders. 



The people know the danger 
and are ready to fight against 
it « a nation. Chiang Kai 
Shek has declared that the 
Nanking Government realises 
what is at stake and will fight 
if needs be to the finish: 

“If we ask for peaceonce hos- 



The results of our propagan- 
da amongst the enemy troops 
are constantly increasing, which 
is evidence that the living con- 
ditions in enemy territory are 
continually getting worse, and 
that our military successes are 
having the effect of pushing 
both the civilian population 
and the soldiers to rebellion 
against the fascist oppression. 

The mutinies of Granada, 
Motril, Aguilar del Campo 
(Santander) are but a confir- 
mation of our assertions. The 
increasing desertions to our li- 
nes are still another evidence. 
All of these events do not oc- 
cur spontaneously. They are 
the result of our work, of. all 
our work, bahind the enemy 
lines. 

We have the report of Com- 
rade Vittori, of our 15th In- 
ternational Brigade. Here is 
what he writes, under the title : 

“WORK IN THE ENEMY 
LINES*’ 

“We speak every night to 
the enemy, using a micropho- 
ne and a loud speaker. This 
work is carried on in a strictly- 
crganized manner, and no one 
is permitted to speak without 
the control of the Battalion 
Commissar, The subjects for 
these speeches are the follo- 
wing: 

”1. Reading of the War Bui- 
letin. 

”2. Why we fight. 

”3. What happens within 
our lines, compared to what 
happens within theirs. 

”4. Why Hitler and Musso- 
lini send troops to Spain. 

”5. That we shall inevita- 



tilities have been begun, condi- 
tions would be imposed on us 
which would be equivalent to 
the enslavement and destruc- 
tion of China. 

"We must realise that if we 
hesitate and allow ourselves to 
be deceived by the hope of 
temporary security we are 
lost.” 



bly win against the enemy ar- 
my. 

”6. Crimes committed by 
the invading troops which ca- 
me to help Franco. 

”7. How we treat our pri- 
soners. 

”8. Advice on how to wea- 
ken the fascist army. 

’’These and a number of 
other, similar subjects have 
been part of the work which 
has been followed systemati- 
cally by the men of our Briga- 
de for many weeks. Here are 
the results. 

”On July 15th a soldier from 
the rebel camp came over to 
us. On the 23rd two more ca- 
me over to us with rifles and 
grenades. During the night of 
August 1st 23 soldiers, among 
whom were a corporal and a 
non-commissioned officer, ca- 
me over to us carrying eleven 
rifles, a sub-machinsgun and 
cartridges.” 

PROPAGANDA EFFECTIVE 

As you see, the results are 
important. 

According to statements ma- 
de by the deserters, our pro- 
paganda has made a powerful 
impression upon the enemy 
troops; it has in many cases 
demoralized them; it has awa- 
kened their anti-fascist senti- 
ments, and thus deprived Fran- 
co of some of his troops. 

The deserters affirm that the 
enemy is considerably demora- 
lized and that, were it not for 
the extreme difficulties invol- 
ved, there would be desertions 
daily. 

Such results as these prove 



In a message to the Spanish 
people, the President of the 
Chinese Soviet Government de- 
clared: 

"We know that your victory 
will help us in our struggle 
against Fascism. Your cause is 
ours.” 

We send back that message 
to the Chinese people. 

A. M. E. 



that we must increase the in- 
tensity of our work. 

One of the 23 deserters said 
to our comrades: “If we could 
have communicated with each 
other, not only could we have 
organized the’ escape, but we 
could have caused the deser- 
tion of whole companies.” 

Here is a problem us to sol- 
ve: how to organize our work 
behind the enemy lines, not 
only for the purpose of causing 
desertions but also for the or- 
r conization of attacks against 
me enemy positions. 

DIFFICULT AND DELICATE 

It is evident that, had we 
been able to communicate with 
the courageous soldiers who 
deserted to our lines, we could 
have organized a real surprise 
which might have brought us 
great results. 

I know that the problem is a 
difficult and also a very deli- 
cate one, but it is one which 
must be faced by our Comra- 
des and by our Commissars. 

The morale of the enemy is 
?o low that we must take ad- 
vantage of it by an audacious 
plan and not merely through 
rimple propaganda. 

Loudspeakers to every front! 

On all. fronts we must carry 
cn systematic work in the ene- 
my lines. 

On all fronts must we study 
carefully the possibilities of 
disintegrating the enemy for- 
ces and of attracting them to 
our side. 

Here, I repeat, is one of the 
most important tasks for our 
Commdssars and our soldiers. 

LUIGI GALLO 



PROPAGANDA BEHIND ENEMY LINES 

A Task for Our Political Commissars 
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LETTERS 




from 

O M E 



With this issue we are creat- 
ing a new department, a de- 
partment whose continued life 
depends on our readers. When- 
ever possible we shall publish 
letters from home * — from 
friends, parents, wives, bro- 
thers — to American, English 
and Canadian volunteers in 
flpain. Needless to say, no na- 
mes will be used. We urge all 
our readers to help build this 
department by sending their 
letters or copies of letters to 
the Editor. 



ONE MUST BE BLIND 

One must be blind, 

must have, as though placed In his eyes, splinters of 

[glass, 

quicklime, 
burning sand, 

not to see the light emanating from our deeds, 
illuminating our tongues from within, 
our every word. 

One must wish to die without a testament of glory 

[and happiness, 

without participation in future hymns, 
ignored by the judges of the sombre past. 

One must wish, while still alive, to be of the past, 
a bloody hindrance, 
a dead thing, 
a. dry oblivion. 

It AKAKl. A I.BKKTI 



* 

“Dear L... : 

I received your last letter 
last week, but since then I ha- 
ve read how you were Woun- 
ded; and believe me that I am 
very proud of you and hope 
that you weren’t seriously 
hurt. We all know that your 
efforts to fight for liberty and 
against fascism will not be in 
vain. 

We over here, my son, are 
trying in our own way to as- 
sist in the fight for liberty- 
loving Spain, although our ef- 
forts are feeble compared with 
your risking your life in this 
ffght for the oppressed. 

Don't worry about us here. 
We are getting along fine. We 
are all in good health and I’m 
being helped financially by 
your brothers and sister. It is 
you that we are all concerned 
about. If there is anything you 
require that is in our power to 
give please let us know and we 



will do our utmost to see that 
you get it... I hope this letter 
finds you in good spirit and 
sufficiently recovered so that 
ycu may answer immediately. 
With love from all, and espe- 
cially from. 

Your proud Father, J... 

Brooklyn, N. Y. July 11, 
1957.” 

+ 

“Denr Blacky and Comra- 
des: 

Was mighty glad to hear 
that you arrived at your des- 
tination and are now in har- 




ness... As for the section he- 
re, we have been moving fast. 
We won a great victory in the 



local union elections: we elec- 
ted X for president, Y for re- 
cording secretary and Z as log- 
gers' business agent. We've al- 
so been doing a good Job of 
getting new members and col- 
lecting another bunch of bud- 
dies for you comrades. I my- 
self am out of the running re- 
garding that, as H. is soon 
going to Seattle to reinforce J., 
and the section decided that I 
am to replace him here. This 
will take place within the next 
two weeks. I sure will have to 
get in and dig harder than 
ever before to keep the section 
going as well as H. has, but I 
will give you comrades my 
proletarian oath that, with the 
help of the rest of the boys, I 
will do it or go down trying. 

Your brother. Red. and the C. 
boys are all working at Sag- 
inaw, and I am working at 
Poison 5. Much interest was 
shown by all the boys when 
news got out that you had 
left; the P. I. even gave it a 
write-up, no fooling. We will 
soon give an affair to raise 
funds for you boys, and it will 
go over big. 

A two-day strike at Poison 
was won pronto. The Western 
camp has been shut down sin- 
ce you left as the cedar mar- 
ket went blooey, but all others 
are running strong. All locals 
are voting on the C. I. O. 
question, results to be known 
soon, and a favorable vote is 



NATIONAL MARITIME UNION GREETS 
SEAMEN IN SPAIN 

The following cablegram has just been re- 
ceived here: 

“N. M. U. CONVENTION GREETS OUR 
BROTHERS FIGHTING FOR DEMOCRACY 
STOP YOU HAVE OUR COMPLETE SUP- 
PORT. — JOE CURRAN CHAIRMAN, THO- 
MAS RAY, SECRETARY.” 




HENRI THE V8 



expected. Maritime Federation 
is also now balloting on same. 
Return from Sailors Union on 
C. I. O. went ten to one for 
C. I. O. Puget Sound council 
officers are trying to sabota- 
ge vote on C. I. O. by not send- 
ing out ballets to membership, 
but the rank and file is de- 
manding ballots and will hot 
be sabotaged.. 

The Blagin Mill had a two- 
day strike over wage raises, 
which was won hands down. 
R. N. sure took it hard about 
his defeat; the reactionaries 
came out with a big red bait- 
ing scare just before the elec- 
tion, but it only helped win 
for us. 

We had an Aid for Spain 
drive two weeks ago and rai- 
sed 125 dollars and also a lar- 
ge truckload of clothes. Soon 
we will start another drive and 
make a big cleanup to send 
cigarettes, send cigarettes, 
send cigarettes and more ci- 
garettes, and a hell of a lot of 
other things to you boys. You 
can expect a lot of the other 
beys here to join you soon. 

With revolutionary greet- 
ings. 

Aberdeen, Wash. June 27, 
1937." 

+ 

Remember: if you have any 
letters you think would be of 
general interest, send then 
along to The Volunteer, S. R. 

I. Plaza del Altozano, 63, E, 
Albacete. 
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ON THE NATIONALIZATION OF INDUSTRY 

THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF MEETINGS TO BE HELD IN MADRID 



Serious threats to internal 
peace, plotted by elements 
having a childish conception of 
war and of social revolution, 
and by tools of fascism at- 
tempting to agitate the mas- 
ses with the slogans and de- 
ceptions indicated by Trotzky, 
have impelled the Communist 
Party of Spain to initiate a se- 
ries of mass meetings. 

The purpose of these mass 
meetings is not only to present 
the* program of the Commu- 
nist Party, but largely to po- 
pularize the aims of jthe Po- 
pular Front Government. 

In this work of propaganda 
the Socialist Party is concurr- 
ing enthusiastically, giving 
evidence that the unification of 
the two main proletarian par- 
ties of Spain is being accom- 
plished and that the Joint 
work is proceeding with in- 
creasing intensity even before 
the actual formality, of unifica- 
tion has been carried out. 

The meeting held at the Ci- 
ne Salamanca on Sunday, Au- 
gust 8, was one of many held 
at the same time in many parts 
of Spain, and also the first of 
•a series. That there was a need 
for such a meeting was best 
shown by the kind of speeches 
made. 

We have been told repeated- 
ly that Catalonia wanted auto- 
nomy, and also that it wanted 
a complete separation froah 
the rest of Spain. Such a theo- 
ry was very convenient to tho- 
se who wanted to do as they 
pleased and needed a theory to 
defend their misdeeds. And 
their misdeeds were as many 
as they were varied. Last May 
these very same elements 
thought they had sufficient 
strength to victoriously chal- 
lenge the government. But 
that was only a spectacular 
evidence of the seriousness of 
the danger they represented. 
Because these disorders had 
been confined chiefly to Cata- 
lonia, and because the idea of 
national autonomy had been 
misinterpreted, both there and 
in the rest of Spain, especially 



by the enemies of the Popular 
Front Government, a pessimis- 
tic belief grew everywhere that 
Catalonia was not only a na- 
tional problem but also prac- 
tically a lost province. It was 
for the purpose of dispelling 
this belief and to inform Ma- 
drid of what the workers of 
Catalonia were doing that Ra- 
fael Vidiella, member of the 
Catalonian Government and 
leading member of the Unified 
Socialist Party of Catalonia, 
was among the speakers at 
the meeting. 

War Industries 

We all know that one of the 
chief weaknesses of Loyalist 
Spain in the waging of its war 
of Independence is the lack of 
a real war industry. Catalonia 
was hoped to be the region 
where such an industry could 
be created. But in the way of 
the formation of such an in- 
dustry there were obstacles of 
a technical nature as well of a 
psychological nature, Vidiella 
said. 

The Spanish aristocracy ne- 
ver allowed Catalonian indus- 
try to develop in the direction 
of a potential war^'industry. 
The bourgeoisie knew full well 
that the industrial proletariat 
of Catalonia was a constant 
threat to its hegemony. The 
metal industry especially was 
kept within the limits of small 
production. The most develo- 
ped industrial region of Spain, 
containing also no small 
amount of mineral wealth, re- 
mained an anemic industrial 
region, that is an industry 
which had importance only in 
relation to the . much less de- 
veloped industry of the rest of 
Spain. Such a condition could 
not be remedied in four days. 
Not only was It necessary to 
reorganize the industry, but it 
was neccessary to reorganize 
the political structure of the 
whole region. 

While the industry was 
found out to be unequal to the 
task, and in need of important 



changes, the psychology of the 
working class had also to un- 
dergo a serious Change. Cata- 
lonia was the region where the 
"organization of indiscipline” 
was a much cherished slogan. 
And by organization of indis- 
cipline was meant that everyo- 
ne could do as he damn plea- 
sed, that every factory coun- 
cil could ignore every thing 
else outside of itself, and that 
every town council, where any 
existed, could find its orders 
flouted by anyone, with full 
impunity, because of a state of 
mind altogether too prevalent. 
Such a situation was ideal un- 
der the old regime for the pur- 
pose of paralyzing the conduct 
of the existing social structu- 
re. Even then such conduct 
could not have positive re- 
sults. But in war time, under 
social revolutionary conditions, 
it became clear that the con- 
tinuation of such a policy was 
of the greatest help only to 
the fascists in the trenches 
and beyond. The necessary 
educational work has been un- 
dertaken and Catalonia is Im- 
proving in a very promising 
manner. Production, which had 
fallen off scandalously, Is deci- 
dedly on the Increase. Many 
war necessities are now being 
produced quite efficiently and a 
feeling of general optimism is 
growing about the share that 
Catalonia will contribute to 
the winning of the war. 

This Is taking place parallel 
with the growth of the Uni- 
fied Socialist Party formed by 
the merger of four separate 
parties which had, at the time 
of unification, a combined 
membership of about 7.000 
members; and which during 
war time, and in spite of se- 
rious opposition of dangerous 
but very influential elements, 
has grown to a membership of 
well over 60.000. 

The problem presented by 
Comrade Vicente Uribe, Mi- 
nister for Agriculture, was ano- 
ther one, but closely related 
with the statements made by 
Vidiella. 



Unification in Spain today 
is not merely a political pro- 
blem concerning the parties 
involved. It is an extremely ur- 
gent problem on which the 
whole course of the war de- 
pends. It is clear that those 
who like to organize indisci- 
pline are not fit to carry on 
the war and that victory can- 
not come through them. 

They have lorded it in many 
villages and in all too great a 
number of industries. But the 
Spanish proletariat is in this 
fight to win, and it will not 
allow anything to remain in 
the way of the fight for vic- 
tory. As Uribe well said, thedr 
attempts to rai£e their head at 
this moment is a sure indica- 
tion of their admission that it 
is a matter of "now or never 

Here is a quotation from Uri- 
be's speech: 

"When the question arises of 
the nationalisation of industry, 
when it becomes important to 
mobilize this or that shop for 
war industry purposes, these 
new rich come out with their 
fancy notions that they are the 
enemies of the Government and 
of the State, while at the sa- 
me time they build little go- 
vernments of their own and da 
as it damn pleases them. And 
these new rich, whose wealth 
will not last long, when theii 
dividends are not quite suffi- 
cient, know how to go to thi 
very same Government whosi 
enemies they say they are, am 
do not mind asking for mor* 
money. 

"These elements, who are *• 
opposed to uroverament con 
trol of the economic means a 
the nation, are part of the ebe 
rus of owls hooting in t h 
night without the least cor 
cem for the aims and need 
of the people. First they hoi 
the money which is not their 
and then they are forevt 
yelping at the government ft 
more and ever more money. 

"They are mistaken.” 

H. A. 



DIANA (U. O. T.). — Lattu* «. Madrid 
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States, while far from ideal, Is 
at least more favorable to labor 
than in the past. A number 
of public officials are fearles- 
arty exposing the past hypo- 
crisies of the political and la- 
bor fakirs alike. 

Under this influence, a suf- 
ficient number of cowardly and 
even reactionary public offi- 
cials have been forced to legis- 
late and interpret laws in fa- 
vor of labor. During the Roo- 
sevelt administration a num- 
ber of measures have been 
enacted which are really epo- 
chal in the labor field — no- 




Leo Gallagher. 

tably the National Labor Re- 
lations Act, commonly known 
as the Wagner Labor Law. 
This law guarantees to the 
workers the right to organize 
into unions of their own choi- 
ce. It therefore in effect out- 
laws the company union — 
the main obstacle to genuine 
union organization. After 
the passage of this act, the 
great American corporations, 
with their usual cynical dis- 
regard of law, continued to 
violate workers rights as they 
had done in the past. They 
felt that they might safely 
count upon the United States 
Supreme Court — ■ the last ci- 
tadel of. reaction — to decla- 
re the Wagner Act unconstitu- 
tional. 

TORIES DEFEATED 

But here again the reactio- 
naries failed to take into ac- 
count the changed political 
set-up. The famotbs drive to 
reform the Supreme Court was 
initiated. As a result of this 



campaign, which was organi- 
zed around the issue of curtail- 
ing the powers of the Court, 
that body came into such dis- 
repute and was so dicredited 
that it did not dare to declare 
the Wagner Act unconstitutio- 
nal. The right of workers to 
bargain collectively through 
agencies of their own choice 
was j u d i c i a 11 y recognized. 
Meanwhile the Lafollette Civil 
Liberties Committee was ex- 
posing the lawlessness of the 
great American corporations 
on the industrial field. 

That the struggle for La- 
bor’s rights has not been an 
easy one, and that reaction is 
organizing to destroy all ves- 
tiges of democratic .rights in 
America may be seen from the 
fact that the struggle to re- 
form the United States Supre- 
me Court was defeated, des- 
pite the fact that the majority 
of the American people were 
behind the effort. 

All these events in America 
are directly linked up with the 
fascist invasion of Spain, and 
with the Washington-Lincoln 
Battalion — the American ad- 
vance guard in the struggle 
far the defense of democratic 
rights in the United States. 

Both the progressive and the 
reactionary forces in America 
are closely following events in 
Spain. The reactioniaries 
fully realize that a fascist vic- 
tory in Spain would result in 
a general strengthening of 
fascism throughout the world, 
and therefore also in the Uni- 
ted States. With such a 
swing to right, they would 
redouble their espionage and 
terrorism, and break the labor 
union movement throughout 
the country. 



AMERICA WATCHES US 

The progressive forces, on 
the other hand, know that the 
victory of democracy in Spain 
will immediately strengthen 
the united front, democratic 
forces throughout the world, 
and specifically in the United 
States. It is for this reason, 
and to give a concrete proof 
of solidarity with Republican 



Spain, that the Maritime Fe- 
deration of the Pacific called 
a general strike of its 40.000 
members a few weeks ago, 

The role of the members of 
the Washington-Lincoln Batta- 
lion can best be understood 
when one realizes that the 
fight in Spain is likely to sha- 
pe the future of society throug- 
hout the world for years to 
come. 

For this reason, we in Ame- 
rica scan each day’s paper for 
news about the Washington- 
Lincoln Battalion. We have 
read with pride the record of 
your struggles — volunteers 
who on foreign fields are de- 
fending American democracy. 

To the Washington-Lincoln 
Battalion. Salud! 

LEO GALLAGHER 



BROOKLYN SHIP YARD 

SEES MASS PICKETING 

Blunt refusal of the mana- 
gement of Robin Dry Dock 
Co. to negotiate a settlement 
with 15.000 workers on strike 
for over seven weeks, brought 
out a mass picket of more 
than 3.500 workers before the 
yards. 

A similar demonstration took 
place before the Sisco Plant 
of the United Ship Yards 
Corp. at Mariner's Harbor, 
Staten Island. 

Several truckloads of stri- 
kers from the Hoboken Tjen- 
jen & Lang Yards participated 
in the Staten Island mass 
picketing. A very large per- 
centage of Irish- Americans 
participated in the picketing 
together with their wives. 



FRANCO'S MAN POWER 

(Continued from page 2.) 



20.000 to 25.000 more Moors 
had been recruited. Thus 
Franco began the second year 
of war with from 390.000 to 

440.000 men, when we have de- 
duted his years’ losses of 

150.000 men. Troops needed in 
Morocco, secondary forces, au- 
xilliary groups, local detach- 
ments absorb from 150.000 to 

175.000 men, leaving a maxi- 
mum figure of 240.000 to 

270.000 for his Army of Com- 
bat. 

When the Government offen- 
sive began at Brunete, the Fas- 
cists maintained some 70.000 



men on the entire Madrid 
front with the exception of the 
Guadalajara side. It was re- 
ported that they had decided 
to increase their forces around 
Madrid to 100.000, utilizing 
Italians, in view of the increa- 
sed mobility of the People's 
Army. 

Franco himself summarizes 
his manpower problem in his 
proposals for a new rebel of- 
fensive: MussrtMini and Hitler 
must give him 125.000 men or 
he cannot move, he reports. 

Which amply reveals his 
condition. 




• REST IN PEACE* Mu»Holini gets His bird. 
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TOO MUCH OF RACE 



The following address was 
made by Langston Hughes, 
outstanding American poet and 
novelist, at the Second Inter- 
national Writers Congress In 
Fails, a month ago. 

Members of the Second In- 
ternational W riters Congress 
and people of Paris : I come 
from a land called America, a 
democratic land, a rich land 
— and yet a land whose demo- 
cracy from tne very beginn- 
ing has been tainted with race 
prejudice bom of slavery, and 
whose richness has been pou- 
red through the narrow chan- 
nels of greed into the hands 
of the few. 1 come to the Se- 
cond International Writers 
Congress representing my 
country, America, but most 
especially representing the Ne- 
gro peoples of America, and 
the poor peoples of America 
— because I am both a Negro 
and poor. And that combina- 
tion of color and of poverty 
gives me the right then to 
speak for the most oppressed 
group in America — that group 
that has known so little of de- 
mocracy — the fifteen million 
Negroes who dwell within our 
borders. 

We are the people who ha 
ve long known in actual prac- 
tice the meaning of the word 
fascism — for the American at- 
titude toward us has always 
been one of economic and so- 
cial discrimination: In many 
States of our country Negroes 
are not permitted to vote or 




to hold political office. In so- 
me sections freedom of move- 
ment is greatly hindered, es- 
pecially if we happen to be 
sharecroppers on the cotton 
plantations of the South. All 
ever A merica we know what 
it is to be refused admittan- 
ce to schools and colleges, to 
theatres and concert halls, to 
hotels and restaurants. We 
Negro writers know what it is 



to be unable to work in edi- 
torial offices, or write for the 
motion pictures. We know Jim- 
Crow cars, race-riots, lynch- 
; ugs, the sorrows of the Scotts- 
boro boys. In America, Negroes 
do not have to be told what 
fascism is in action. We know. 
Its theories of Nordic supre- 




macy and economic suppres- 
sion have leng been realities 
to us. 

FASCISM ON WORLD SCALE 

And now we view Fascism 
cn a world scale: Hitler in 
Germany with the abolition of 
labor unions, his tyranny over 
the Jews, and the sterilization 
of the Negro children of Co- 
logne; Mussolini In Italy with 
his banning of Negroes on the 
theatrical stages, and his ex- 
pedit ions of slaughter in 
Ethiopia; the Military Party 
in Japan with their little maps 
of how they'll conquer the 
whole world, and their savage 
treatment of the Koreans and 
Chinese; Batista and Vincent, 
the little American - made ty- 
rants of Cuba and Haiti; and 
now Spain, and Franco with 
his absurd cry of "Viva Es- 
pafia" in the hands of Italians, 
Moors, and Germans invited to 
help him achieve "Spanish uni- 
ty”. Absurd, but true! 

We Negroes of America are 
tired of a world divided super- 
ficially on the basis of race and 
color- -but in reality on the 
basis of poverty and power — 
the rich over the poor, no mat- 
ter what their color. We Ne- 
groes of America are tired of 
a world in which it is possible 
for any one group of people 
to say to another, "You ha- 
ve no right to happiness, or 
freedom, or the joy of life”. 
We are tired of a world whe- 
re forever we work for someo- 
ne e’se and the profits are not 
ours. We are tired of a world 
where, when we raise our voi- 
ces against oppression, we are 
immediately jailed, intimida- 
ted, beaten, sometimes lynched. 



Nicolas Guillen has been in 
prison in Cuba, Jacques Rou- 
main in Haiti, Angelo Hern- 
don in the United States. The 
great Indian writer, Raj 
Anand, cannot come to the 
Writers Congress in l 3 axis be- 
cause the British police have 
taken his passport from him. 

“MURDER IS NOTHING" 

I say, we darker peoples of 
the earth are tired of a world 
in which things like that can 
happen. And we see in the 
tragedy of Spain how far the 
world-oppressors will go to re- 
tain their power. To them, now, 
the murder of women and 
children is nothing. Those who 
have already practiced bomb- 
ing the little 'ullages of 
Ethiopia, now bomb Guernica 




and Madrid. The same Fascists 
who forced Italian peasants to 
tight in Africa now force Afri- 
can Moors to fight in Europe. 
They do not care about color 
when they can use you for 
profits or for war. Japan at- 
tempts to force the Chinese of 
Manchuria to work and fight 
under Japanese supervision for 
the glory and wealth of the To- 
kio bourgeoise — one colored 



people dominating another at 
the point of guns. Race means 
nothing when it can be tur- 
ned to Fascist use. And yet ra- 
ce means everything when 
fascists of the world use it as 
a bugaboo and a- terror to keep 
the working masses from gett- 
ing together. 

Just as in America, they tell 
the whites that Negroes are 
dangerous brutes and rapists, 
so in Germany they lie about 
the Jews, and in Italy they 
cast theiv verbal spit upon the 
Ethiopians. And the old myths 
of race are kept alive to hurt 
and impede the rising power 
of the working class. But in 
America, where race prejudi- 
ce is so strong, already we ha- 
ve learned that the lies of ra- 
ce mean continued oppression 
and poverty and fear — and now 
Negroes and white sharecrop- 
pers in the cotton fields of the 
South are beginning to get to- 
gether; and Negro and white 
workers in the great industrial 
cities of the North under John 
L. Lewis and the C. I. O. ha- 
ve begun to create a great la- 
bor force that refuses to re- 
cognize the color line. Negro 
and white stevedores on the 
docks of the West Coast of 
America have formed one of 
the most powerful labor unions 
in America. Formerly, the un- 
organized Negro dock workers 
— unorganized because the whi- 
te workers themselves with 

(Continued on l*uge 4.) 
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To the English-Speaking Comrades of the International 

Brigades 



In saying farewell to you 
(for a time only) there Ls little 
I can say which I have not said 
many times before. But one 
thing I must- add, my heartfelt 
thanks for the help given me 
and for the comradeship I re- 
ceived. Boys, my work was 
made easy, that’s the solid 
truth. My job was a sample 
one, of course, to try to break 
down that isolation from Spa- 
nish events which many com- 
rades have fett so keenly. All 
of you, or the great majority 
of you, had active political li- 
ves in the States and in Kn- 
gland. You were part of the ac- 
tive, creative movement in 
your countries, and so came to 
Spain. Though you are taking 
the most vital of all roles, you 
still feel cut off from the sig- 
nificant background of Spa- 
nish life. Mine was not a dif- 
ficult job, because Spain has 
been my country long enough 
for me to love garlic and to re- 
vel in olive oil (hence this 
troublesome waistline, I suppo- 
se). In fact the only thing I 
can’t stand about the States 
is its food; not enough oil, spi- 
ce, rice or mule meat and 
beans. 



(Continued 

their backward ideology didn’t 
want Negroes in their unions 
— formerly these Negro wor- 
kers could break a strike. And 
they did- But now, together, 
both Negroes and whites are 
strong. We are learning. 

THEY FEAR US 

Why is it that the British 
police seize Raj Anand’s pass- 
port? Why is it that the Sta- 
te Department in Washington 
delays unduly in granting me 
permission to go to Spain as 
a representative of the Negro 
press? Why is it that the 
young Negro leader, Angelo 
Herndon, was finding it moat 
difficult to secure a passport 
this spring in New York ? 
Why? We know why! 

It is because the reactionary 
and Fascist forces of the world 
know that writers like Anand 



But what gave me a kick 
was the way the comrades 
took the dope. Real attention, 
and damn good questions, and 
more than that, the boys wan- 
ted no easy solutions, no slop- 
py generalizations, but were 
eager to u nderstand the real 
and enormous complications of 
the Spanish Popular Revolu- 
tion. I like talking about 
Spain, anyway, and for want of 
ui audience sometimes prac- 
tise on myself. I expect you 
guessed that. 

Whether I succeeded in gi- 
ving all the information that 
was wanted I do not know. 
But I think many were satis- 
fied, for sometimes I got the 
since rest form of thanks, a 
good s w i n g i n g backhanded 
compliment, right in the jaw. 
One comrade earned my affec- 
tion (and I mean it) by say- 
ing, “Comrade Bates, after 
listening to that, I’m damned 
if I can see how an Intelligent 
guy like you could write such 
a long-winded, silly, stupid 
book as you did!” In the first 
place that shows he was on 
good terms with me, that guy, 
and that’s what I always wan- 
ted; and in the second, well 



and myself, leaders like Hern- 
don, and poets like Guillen and 
Roumain represent the great 
longing that is in the hearts of 
the darker peoples of the world 
to reach out their hands in 
friendship and brotherhood to 
all the races of the earth. The 
Fascist know that we long to 
be rid of hatred and terror and 
oppression, to be rid of con- 
quering and of being conque- 
red, to be rid of all the ugli- 
ness of poverty and Imperia- 
lism that eats away the heart 
of civilization today. We repre- 
sent the end of race. And the 
Fascists know that when the- 
re is no more race, there will 
be no more capitalism, and no 
more war, and no more money 
for the munitions makers — be- 
cause the workers of the world 
will have triumphed. 

LANGSTON HUGHES 



honest opinions are good for 
swelled heads (the common 
fault of writers). But really, 
I could see, he was saying, 
“Thank you, comrade; that 
was the works!” 

EVENINGS OF COMRADE- 
SHIP 

There are many events I 
shall always remember, the 



moonlit night on the Jarama 
front when the fascists sudden- 
ly put an end to questions with 
a piece of rudeness characte- 
ristic of fascists; or perhaps it 
was the olive trees, for by the 
time I got back from the Bat- 
talion armory with a rifle, it 
was all over. Or again, I shall 
always remember the lecture 
place in the English Battalion, 
with its machine gun post just 
above. By the way, after the 
poor efforts of the American 
boys, it was pleasant to hear a 
little good English blasphemy. 
And a certain night at the Au- 
to Park, beneath the trees, and 
the canteen afterwards, and 
Bunny cheering us up with sad 
songs. (Though the limit in 
songs was reached by the Lin- 
coln boys, who could shame 
any journalist or commercial 
traveller.) Grand evenings, full 
of human health, and — why not 
say it — a comradeship such as 
I have rarely experienced, and 
by Christ, comradeship is one 

of the biggest compensations 
for the hard work our move- 
ment gives us. And I shall re- 
member, too, my meetings 



with the Mac-Paps, parti cilia- 
ry the one when the cooks 
wouldn't give me any coffee, 
and the Ukrainians sang like 
red angels. 

SUMMING UP 

If I had to sum up in one 
paragraph what I have always 
tried to say, it would be this: 
.Boys, never forget you are in 



a country that is still strug- 
gling out cf feudal conditions, 
and that not every Spaniard 
sees which way to get out of 
feudalism. Never expect a de- 
gree of organization and 
smooth working you would 
expect of an English or Ame- 
rican proletariat, therefore. If 
you remember this, you will 
be as amazed as I am at the 
distance we have covered and 
take fresh confidence and cou- 
rage. Any comrade who can’t 
see this has just forgotten his 
theoretical dope, that’s the 
truth. 

And finally, I’m going to the 
States, and there I’ll try to 
do the same I set out to do 
here. I promise to sand over 
news about each city I visit 
and about each section of the 
movement I come in contact 
with. And, of course, to pep 
up the cigarets and chocolate 
wallahs. I guess you guys can 
permit one boast as a parting 
shot. I never gave a single 
pep -talk. Any man who denies 
this can choose his weapons 
mine’s a hatchet. 

Salud. 

RALPH BATES 



TOO MUCH OF RACE 
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ANARCHISM IN LEG 



The Iberian Anarchist Fede- 
ration has long been the stron- 
gest section of the Internatio- 
nal Workingmen's Association. 
In fact, nowhere but Spain has 
the Anarchist movement had 
first-rate importance. In the 
CGurse of a year of popular 
defense against Fascism, the 
F. A. I. has made many ad- 
justments to legal conditions 
and to the popular revolution. 
Nevertheless, its fundamental 
structure remained that of an 
illegal organization, or as the 
Anarchists put it, a movement 
that lived “above rather than 
beyond the law". “Affinity 
groups” were the basic cell. In 
other words, small conspirato- 
rial groups, conforming to the 
Anarchist faith in a few deter- 
mined men rather than the 
great masses less capable of 
quick action. The fundamental 
approach of the Anarchists, a 
year after the military-clerical- 
Fascist rising was still that of 
a hunted, persecuted, opposit- 
ion movement. Yet the anar- 
chosyndicalists had early elec- 
ted to participate in Govern- 
ment, and the libertarians often 
claimed a majority of the ar- 
med workers of Spain . A t 
length the F. A. I., which has 
always provided the political 
direction for the C. N. T., dec- 
ided to change its articles of 
faith and organic structure. 

CHANGES IN STRUCTURE 

‘The groups that served as 
basic cells of the F. A. I.”, 
explains a sort of long pream- 
ble to the new Constitution, 



“are not sufficiently flexible at 
the present moment, although 
they performed an important 
historic mission and were well- 
suited to epochs of underground 
work”. Therefore the Constitu- 
tion provides for village groups 
or branches, district branches 
in cities, federations of bran- 
ches and, for strictly political 
werk, provincial federations 




following prevailing provincial 
bounds. The higher organs are 
the Regional Federations and 
the Iberian Anarchist Federa- 
tion binding them together. 

Behind this unexciting struc- 
tural reform lies a complete 
revision of the Anarchist art- 
icles of faith. In the first pla- 
ce, the F. A. I. frankly acknow- 
ledges the need of building a 
mass party and of providing 
direction for the Revolution. 
“If we aspire to have the mas- 
ses accompany us and endorse 
the transformation we propo- 
se, etc...” It is quite evident 
that the lessons of a year of 
popular Revolution have over- 
come the objections of the 
Anarchists to a great many 



political principles. For instan- 
ce, they long combatted the 
building of a mass party in 
campaigns opposing proselyt- 
ism, and they criticized the 
Communist Party's “directorial 
political line”' as tending to- 
ward hegemony and dictator- 
ship. Now they frankly state: 
“The Revolution must be orien- 
ted and directed... The F. A. I., 
to be concrete, has its hands 
on the powerful levers of a 
Revolution.” But there is an 
even greater break with the 
past in this little discussed 
document. The Constitution 
calls unmistakably for stern 
discipline and a single party 
line! 



SIGNIFICANT DECISION 

These who recall the Anar- 
chist posters calling for the or- 
ganization of indiscipline, will 
have some hint of the internal 
revolution this decision sym- 
bolizes. Individual Anarchists 
had to break with their friends, 
in the past, if they agreed with 
the Communists on this point. 
The late Durruti, in exile in 
Paris, told his friend Romero: 
“I shall be "for” discipline if 
the Revolution comes in Spain". 
Romero himself says he then 
disagreed but in the course of 
the war realized that Durruti 
was right. Now the F. A. I. 
ha s come the whole theoretic 
way on this point: 

“The F. A. I. must give its 
movement a new structure ac- 
cepting the practices that are 
necessary to achieve victory 
and that are demanded by the 
special conditions in which the 
war and revolution place U3. 
Subordinated individually and 
collectively to our supreme aim. 
We must be coherent, discipli- 
ned and daring in action, and in 
order. That that action may ta- 
ke form and crystalize in re- 
sults achieved, the F.A.I. must 
have a uniform political line 
that embraces all aspects of so- 
cial and political life, so that it 
may anticipate “how” it will 
act at any moment and in any 
circunstances.” 




A L I T Y 

OPEN POLITICAL PARTY 

What has happened ? In ef- 
fect the F. A. I. has constitu- 
ted itself into an open political 
party, aspiring to guide the 
masses, “open a single channel 
and direct events in a single 
direction", namely, the direct- 
ion cf Libertarian Communism 
It has made this decision be- 
cause the popular Revolution 
changed everything. There is 
even the suggestion that the 
F. A. I. realizes it has been 
slew to adjust: 

“In the economic order, the 
F. A. I. recognizes that Spain 
lz living through a period of 
profound tiansformation. Feu- 
dal property in land surviving 
since time immemorial tends 
rapidly to give way to collective 
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property, thereby destroying 
the major historic bulwark of 
Spanish capitalism. . . On the 
other hand, great industrial en- 
terprises likewise tend to assu- 
me a collective character, the- 
reby fundamentally changing 
the character of the national 
economy." That changes • the 
relations of the Anarchists to 
their environment. "We who 
fought tirelessly yesterday 
against a condition of tyran- 
ny and injustice, today stand 
at the side of the new institu- 
tions arisen from the Revolu- 
tion as the expression of tlje 
deepest desires of the masses... 
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Therefore, as against our in- 
hibitions of yesterday, we feel 
that it is the duty or all Anar- 
chists to take part in every 
public institution that can 
strengthen and advance the 
new state of affairs.’* 



MIRACLES STILL POSSIBLE 

On the positive side, the new 
Constitution is rather weak. As 
a carry-over of the long oppo- 
sitions record of Anarchism, 
the prog.ramatic suggestions or 
bases seem rather to reject 
ihose of Marxism than to spe- 
cify “how” the Anarchists ex- 
pect to achieve their aims. The 
function of the trade unions to 
plan production in general li- 
nes and strictly to control the 
mea ts and forma of production 
is stated without commentary. 
The Federalist political princi- 
ples of Anarchism, based on 
the autonomous region, the co- 
marca and municipio (county 
rather than municipality) are 
also formally reaffirmed. But 
in the preamble, the really im- 
portant basis of continued po- 
pular unity appears: "The F. 
A. I. cannot accomplish its 
whole mission if the war is 
lost. To win the war is to main- 
tain the principle of the Revo- 
lution strong and victorious..,’’ 
With the present structure of 
the F. A. I. and the crowded 
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lessons of common struggle 
against Fascism still to be lear- 
ned in the corr.iing months, mi- 
racles au .! possible. Would it 
not be a niraculous view of 
unity in Spain to look foward 
to some future entry of the 
F. A. I. into a single party of 
the proletariat side by side 
with the Communists and So- 
cialists ? 



a. m. 



A CHILDRENS’S HOME 

SOMEWHERE IN SPAIN 



When we first came here we 
were kept very busy prepar- 
ing the villas for the members 
of the International Brigades. 
There were 18 of us, nurses 
sent from Madrid. Nearly all 
the nurses had been in the 5th 
Regiment — that is to say that 
they had fought in the tren- 
ches from the very first days 
of the struggle. 

But we were not so busy 



that we did not find time to 
visit the refugee children at the 
Home for the Orphans of mi- 
litiamen who were the only In- 
habitants of these deserted vil- 
las. 

The children were the first 
who had been taken from the 
different fronts, and there we- 
re children cf Asturian miners 
who had no idea what had hap- 
pened to their fathers, many 
frem Madrid and others from 
the Andalusian front, where 
they had seen their parents 
suffer all kinds of torture even 
to being burned alive... And 
the poor little children remem- 
)er. and have an expression af 
if of horror on their faces, and 
in their dreams at night they 
cry their hearts out. 

TERROR-STRICKEN 

Some are the children of wo- 
men who are working in the 



neighDorhood. They came from 
the Malaga front, where they 
left everything else and fled 
from the Fascists with their 
children on their backs. They 
know nothing of what has 
happened to their husbands, or 
to the rest of their families. 

I have -v these poor chil- 
dren crying at the slightest 
sound, in the belief that it was 
a Fascist bombardment... 



At first the children were 
left very much to themselves. 
No one took much notice of 
them. Maria Luisa, who was 
in charge of them, compdained 
Lliat even at Christmas nobody 
thought about them. 

At that time the members 
cf the International Brigades 
were not in the majority he 
re. Net a single one had arri- 
ved as yet. It was only about 
Christmas time that the first 
began to arrive. 

THE I. B. ARRIVES 

In any case it was a pitiful 
sight to see the poor children. 
One day we of the Socorro 
Rojo brought them some clo- 
thes, for they came with noth- 
ing and since it was winterti- 
me this made their state all 
the more pitiable. 

The Comrades of the Inter- 
national Brigades soon began 



to take an interest in them. 
Gradually their visits to the 
Orphans’ Home became more 
and more frequent, until final- 
ly one coanrade from the Inter- 
national Brigades married the 
woman comrade in charge, and 
another married the teacher. 

And so now il is as if we 
were all one family: the chil- 
dren in the Home and the In- 
ternational Volunteers; even 
the contrast between them ma- 
kes a very harmonious pictu- 
re... the weak and tiny orphan 
beside the strong, grave vo- 
lunteer. 

When the volunteers see the 
children they remember that 
they too have children. Becau- 
se cf this the home is always 
full of Volunteers who do all 
they can to look after the kids 
and make them happy. 

MASS ADOPTIONS 

At first each volunteer wan- 
ted to adopt one special child, 
but then they thought it best 
to adopt all without any dis- 
tinctions, and that is what 
they finally did. Now when a 
collection is taken the money, 
goes to the children, who now 
have everything they need. 

At the fete which was held 
for the opening of the Kitchen 
for those on special diets at the 
H^tel, the children were given 
bathing costumes, everything 
they needed for games on the 
beach, and hammocks, etc. 

The Governor of C... the Ma- 
yor, the Pioneers all came, and 
they all competed with one 
another in speech- making. But 
the best of all was when the 
little children began to recite 
poetfy, Garcia Lorca's gypey 
ballad and other things in the 
same style. They recited anc 
sang Asturian and Andalusiar 
songs and they were all impro- 
ved by the children voices, anc 
when at the end they were gi- 
ven a Punch and Judy show 
everyone laughed; and it waj 
impossible to tell who laughec 
loudest — the children or the vo- 
lunteers for liberty. 

MARIA P. DE ECROYA 
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BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI 

Legally Murdered 

by American Reaction 

WE DO NOT FORGET 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

From the Editor of the 
New Masses 

Dear E , , 

...The New Masses is alrea- 
dy sending several hundred co- 
pies regularly to the Interna- 
tional Brigade. However. I am 
suggesting to the circulation 
department that an additional 
batch b* sent to you for distri- 
bution to the MacKenzie-Pa- 
pineau toys. 

Spain continues to be the big 
issue here. We feel the impact 
of the struggle in various walks 
of life. In Hollywood funds are 
raised by progressive actors 
and writers for one or another 
of the Spanish committees. On 
the San Francisco waterfront 
you can see slogans in the tra- 
de-union halls calling for sup- 
port of Spanish democracy. 
Naturally every word about 
Spain is read with the greatest 
of interest, and I am looking 
forward to the article you pro- 
mised us by a member of the 
Loyalist army... 

...I want to write you a much 
lcnger letter than this, but this 
Is my first day back in the of- 
fice after a three-weeks' tour 




and I am only now catching up 
with my work, so this brief sa- 
lutation will have to do for the 
moment. However, there's one 
thing I want to add : 

I made a visit to San Quen- 
tin and talked with Tom Moo- 
ney for about three-quarters of 
an hour. He reads everything 
he can about Spain and his 
heart is with you fellows. What 
a grand guy! After 21 years 
he is still full of courage and 
fight, confident of the justice 
of his own cause and of the 




future of the working class. It 
was an inspiration to see him. 

Write me again soon and if 
you get the chance, make it a 
long, detailed letter all about 
your outfit and yourself. — Sa- 
ludos! - JOSEPH FREEMAN, 
New York, July 15, 1937. 

* 

Dear A..., 

...Of course the struggle in 
Spain is very close to all of us 
here and it is easy to conclude 
that more and more people are 
becoming interested as they 
realize the significance of the 
battle between democracy and 
reaction. At the moment de- 
mocracy seems to be in the * 
saddle here. The LaFollette Ci- 
vil Liberties Committee is tur- 
ning up some spectacular (and 
to the innocents, unsuspected) 
facts. The Wagner Act is, for 
the time, functioning in favor 
of the workers. Politicians, em- 
boldened by the successes of 
their own daring confreres, be- 
gin to talk more and more like 
militant friends of labor. The 
list of strikes called and stri- 
kes won is too long for the 
newspapers to print entire... 
Truly, people of like interests 
are being drawn together as 
they sense the struggle that is 
taking place and its imminent 
threat to themselves. 



For instance : near us is a 
summer camp leased by the So- 
ciedad Naturista Hispafia, who- 
se acquaintance I made last 
year, a proletarian group simi- 
lar to the German Natur 
treund*. Although there are 
many anti-fascist comrades 
among them, they were not 
able last season to sponsor any 
anti-fascist activity because of 
differences among their mem- 
bership, Last year, too, we 
found them only vaguely con- 
scious of events in Spain and 
their significance, as they read 
almost no English papers and 
their Spanish ones were co- 
ming rarely and very late. But 
the course of the war has awa- 
kened them. They have pro- 
gressed a long way toward 
unity in the last ten months. 
Now they are able openly to 
espouse the cause of Loyalist 
Spain and to work in its sup- 
port. On Sunday the camp will 
be filled with banners reading 
’No Fasaran" and with the 
emblems of the various prole- 
tarian organisations of Spain. 
There will be a big fiesta and 
hundreds of guests will come 
to hear the latest accounts of 
the heroism of Spain's defen- 
ders and to contribute what 
they can to their support. This... 
is a picture in miniature of 
what is happening all over the 
country on a much grander 
scale... — A. S., Staten Island. 
N. Y., July 22, 1937. 



70.000 SILK WORKERS 
THREATEN TO STRIKE 



The possibility of a national 
silk workers strike in the 
U. S. increased when it was 
decided to present an agre- 
ement to the silk manufac- 
turers. Unless the agreement 
is signed, the Textile Wor- 
kers Organization Committee, 
affiliated with C. I. O., will 
call the strike. 

The Union demands are: A 
weekly increase of 10 to 20 per 
eent, a minimum weekly wage 
of 18 dollars for weavers, a 
weekly minimum of 15 dollars 
for auxilary help, and the 40 
hour week. 

All silk mills in New Eng- 
land, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey will be affected. Expec- 
tatios are for a short strike, 
because several manufacturers 
have already agreed to sign 
new contracts. 

160.000 BRITISH SHIP 
BUILDING WORKERS ASK 
HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 

Claims for holidays with 
pay for 160.000 workers em- 
ployed in the shipbuilding in- 
dustry are now before the Em- 
ployer’s Federation. It is ex- 
pected that a meeting with 
the unions concerned will be 
arranged at an early date. 

Another matter debated by 
the workers is that of secur- 




ing union rights for young ap- 
prentices. The i mportance 
of securing this has been glar- 
ingly demonstated by disclosu- 
re of wage rates and working 
conditions made during the 
recent big strikes on the Cly- 
de and at other ports. 

The militancy of the young 
apprentices came as an unwel- 
come surprise to the emplo- 
yers, who were forced to a 
settlement of the strike. 
With this as a precedent, and 
backed by the militancy of the 
apprentices, the unions are in 
a strong position to fight the 
issue. 
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WHEN THE WORKERS TAKE A HAND 



"Aldus- Art es Gr&ficas, direc- 
ted by a Workers’ Council” — I 
noticed this heading on the 
notepaper of the printers whom 
I had approached with regard 
to a pamphlet for the Flemish 
Volunteers. 

It was this heading which 
gave me the idea of finding 
out exactly what a Consejo 
Obrero — a Workers’ Coun- 
cil — meant in Madrid. 

I had already seen how the 
workers manage their own 
factories, etc., in the Soviet 
Union. But those Russian 
workers already had years of 
experience behind them. The 
Spanish workers have only had 
a few months in circumstances 
which have been exceptionally 
difficult, especially In Madrid. 

The letter which the printers 
had sent me gave a clear and 
detailed statement of the pri- 
ces and the time necessary for 
the work, and I at once got 
the impression that the under- 
taking was under good mana- 
gement. 

WITH THE PRESIDENT 

In the office, where only one 
man was employed, I met the 
President of the Consejo Obre- 
ro, a worker about 40 years 
old. He told me that he had 
been a member of the Spanish 
Socialist Party for 17 years. 
His job is to combine a tech- 
nical knowledge of printing 
with a thorough understand- 
ing of the sentiments and needs 
of the working-class, and he 
knows it well, for he has had 
long years of trade union and 
political activity. 

In answer to my questons, 
be told me that the Aldus 
printing works is one of the 
best equipped in Madrid. It 
has a linotype machine toget- 
her with 3 large printing pres- 
ses, and an automatic machi- 
ne for p? i nting in an unusual 
American color type. The 
business had previously belon- 
ged to Germans, but they had 
cleared out as soon as they 
saw that the Fascist coup on 
July 18th had been complete- 
ly throttled in Madrid. 

Unfortunately for themsel- 
ves the German owners had 
formed an anonymous Spanish 
company, With the result that 



after their departure the prin- 
ting establishment passed into 
th? control of the Trade Union, 
and with the help of the Union 
the printers formed their own 
Workers’ Council which has 
teen managing th» conc:r:i 
successfully for months. 

SHORTAGE OF PAPER 

There is always work for 
them and there would be more 
if it were not for the great 
shortage of paper due to the 



WALL NEWSPAPER 

:ne wan newspaper is the- 
re — not very well looked af- 
ter — but there all the same. 
There are portraits of Azafia 
and vo, and only one 

slogan but that full of mean- 
ing: "Now we work joyfully 
for we are -helping to build a 
new civilisation". And this 
is true, for it is with real en- 
thusiasm that the Aldus wor- 
kers print the Aqti -Fascist 
publications of the Campesino 




The Tight-rnpe artist. 



war. The number of emplo- 
yees has increased from 16 to 
25 and among them there are 
two girls and four young work- 
ers of about 18. 

The old works have become 
too small and the Workers’ 
Council is looking forward to 
a change of premises soon, 
which will make it possible to 
increase the size of the con- 
cern. The financial assistan- 
ce which will be necessary for 
this will come not from the 
banks, which in that way would 
be able to get control of the 
works, but from the Printers' 
Union which helps and controls 
every printing establishment 
managed by a Workers' Coun- 
cil. 

Let us take a look at the 
printing works. Automati- 
cally I glance at the walls, 
which in the Soviet Union are 
a proof in themselves of the 
change of system, with their 
banners, slogans and wall 
newspapers. I wonder whether 
I shall see the same in Ma- 
drid. 



Brigade. And they were 
proud to begin the printing of 
their first pamphlet for the 
International Brigades: “Fle- 

mish Volunteers in the Fight 
for Liberty". 

It was just after the fall of 
Bilbao, when the Fascist pla- 
nes were once again trying to 
bomb Madrid. It was inspir- 
ing to see these workers car- 
rying on at their job while the 
explosions sometimes shook 
the whole building, and the 
roar of the Fascist planes over- 
head together with the burst- 
ing of our anti-aircraft shells, 
made the strangest of con- 
certs. 

UNITY OF WORK 

The printers differ among 
themselves on politica. Among 
them there are S o c i a 1 i sts, 
Communists and Anarchists, 
but they never become invol- 
ved in futile quibbling argu- 
ments, for their workshop and 
their common welfare are now 



a permanent bond of unity 
among them. 

I shall never forget what 
the typographer told me while 
he was setting up a page: 

“Every time I pick up this 
type (it was of German ori- 
gin), I remember my German 
boss who was one of that 
gang which combined slave- 
driving with spying and star- 
ted the Civil War. But today 
we are using- that same Ger- 
man type to help to win the 
final victory and to drive out 
the slave drivers for ever." 

Like printers elsewhere, the 
Madrid printers are politically 
and intellectually advanced r 
they are in the forefront of v 
progressive movement. 

They have their own Batta- 
lion of “Gr&flcos” at the front, 
which together with their Wor- 
kers’ Councils in the rear, is 
helping to defend the Repu- 
blic. 

A. H. 



MEXICAN OIL WORKERS 
WIN 

18.000 Mexican oil workers 
won several demands follow- 
ing a 12-days strike. 

Their gains include a wage 
increase of 32 per cent, 1' 
tead of a 15 per cent offer ■ . 
the employers, and the 40 
hour week. The total wage 
increase will aumount to 
7.200.000 yearly. 

The oil companies are fil- 
ing “objections". 



LONDON. — A lightning stri- 
ke of the haulage lads took 
place at Denaby Main Colliery, 
Yorkshire, where 12.000 men 
are employed. 

Grimthorpe Colliery, near 
Barnsley, employing 2.500 men 
and boys, continue on strike 
arising out of a dispute over 
a recently revised price list af- 
f e c t i n g the Parkgate and 
Beamshaw seams. 

The miners employed at 
Frickley are watching events 
at Grimthorpe with greatest 
interest as negotiations for a 
price list in the Barnsley seam 
at the pit are in progress. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Ijkth, 6. - MAIHUD 
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DRIVE FOR UNIFIED PARTY SPREADS 



Valencia, — A great campaign 
Is taking place in favour of 
the formation of a single pro- 
letarian party by the fusion of 
the Socialist and Communist 
Parties. Meetings are being 
held in all parts of Govern- 
ment Spain which are crowded 
with enthusiastic audiences 
despite the great heat. This 
campaign really represents the 
intensification and speeding of 
7 C trend which has existed for 
a considerable time fiere. In 
the early days of the uprising 
the, numerically, rather small 
Socialist and Communist Par- 
ties of C*t*-Q n i a decided that 
union was strength, and that 
their alms were fundamentally 
the same, and that the less di- 
vision there was in the anti- 
fascist forces the better, and 
formed the P.S.U.C. — the Uni- 
fied Socialist Party of Catalo- 
nia. Since then this party has 
strengthened and increased 
and has has always worked for 
the closest understanding with 
and support of the rest of 
Spain. In June, 1936 the So- 
cialist and Communist Youth 
of the rest of Spain united to 
form the J. S. U.-^the Unified 
Socialist Youth. 

Meetings are being held in 
Barcelona, Madrid, Valencia, 
and various other towns in 
which speakers from the P. S. 
U. C., the J. S. U., and the So- 
cialist and Communist Parties 
of Spain are taking part. 

STRESS CATALONIA'S 
ROLE 

In Barcelona, on August 5th, 
where Juan Comorera, secret- 
ary of the P. S. U. C. and mi- 
ateter In the Generalidad, spo- 



ke (in Catalan, which I un- 
fortunately was unable to fo- 
llow), and Jesus Hernandez, 
Minister of Education in the 
Valencia Government, the slo- 
gans with which the hall was 
blazoned were “Catalonia can- 
not be free if the rest of Spain 
faHs a victim te Fascism.*’ 
“Spain cannot be free ''dthout 
the aid of Catalonia.” 

On August 8th, in Valencia, 



I attended a meeting at which 
Comorera and Pasionaria were 
the speakers. 

.Comorera described the si- 
tuation in Catalonia. The P. S. 
U. C. has now 60.000 members 
and the U. G. T. (socialist tra- 
de union) has over half a mil- 
lion members in Catalonia, 
that is to say, it has increased 
to a point where it has 100.000 
more members than the C.N.T. 



(syndicalists) which was for- 
merly far more numerous. In 
comparison with the difficul- 
ties which had to be Surmoun- 
ted In Catalonia a year ago 
he suggested that the rest of 
Spain would not find It an im- 
possible task to form a single 
workers’ party. And he also 
stressed the absolute interde- 
pendence of the welfare of Ca- 
talonia with tne rest of Spain. 



PAJSIONARIA SPEAKS 

Then Dolores Ibarruri, La 
Pasionaria, who is a deputy to 
the Cortes, rose to Speak. Eve- 
ry seat in the hall was filled. 
Between 2 and 3.000 people 
were present 

The welcome she received 
was most moving. But when 
you see her in 'person the ex- 
traordinary influence over and 
popularity with the masses 
which she enjoys is very under- 
standable. She is r*> ther tall 
and strongly built, is handsome 
and dignified in a typical 
Spanish way. Her brown eyes 
express sympathy and com- 
passion. 

Her black hair, with a few 
silver threads in it is done In 
a plain knot at the back of 
the head. She dresses simply 
in black. Her face in repose is 
sad but Is lit up by a charm- 
ing smile. Her position in pu- 
blic life does not prevent her 
from being a truly womanly 
and motherly figure. Her per- 
sonality is so remarkable and 
her voice so thrilling that even 
people unable to understand 
Spanish have been much moved 
on seeing and hearing her. 

(CoRtiiM a pagina 1.} 



WAR COMMISSAR DEL VAYO 
ON SPAIN’S IMMEDIATE NEEDS 



The following extracts from the speech of AJvarez 
del Vayo, Commissar of War, delivered In Madrid last 
Sunday, should be of Interest to all English-speaking 
members cf the International Brigades. 

* 

Of all military leaders and of all the civilian autho- 
rities, the revolution asks two things: the first is that 
they believe wholeheartedly in the revolution and in 
the people. And first of all, that they believe in our 
victory. Saint Just used to shy: "I fear only one thing: 

I fear the generals who do not believe in their victory.” 

And then, in the great teachings of the French Revolu- 
tion, so well understood by Lenin — synthesized in the 
one short sentence which was the whole message of 
Robespierre to the French Army in Italy: “The Re- 
public cannot be defeated”. 

From the very beginning we saw that one erf our 
most important tasks was the formation of a power- 
ful war industry. To possess such an industry is in 
itself an achievement of great importance, because it 
increases the international importance of the country. 

It also means the reduction of the national deficit. In 
addition, it supplies the necessary arms to the Army 
and lessens the fears and anguish concerning shipments, 
always the possible vitfttms of fascist piratical prowess, 
constantly cruising oUtaide of our jurisdictional waters. 

(CMtinua ea I* pig. 2.) I 
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DRIVE FOR UNIFIED PARTY 



She spoke of the wonderful 
strides that have been made 
in the training and organisa-; 
tion of the People’s Army. 
She referred with great ten- 
derness and feeling to a re- 
cent visit to the fronts of 
Madrid and the splendid spirit 
of the soldiers there with whom 
she conversed. She then spoke 
of the necessity of organising 
the rear guard as efficiently as 
the Army. She said that all 
of us must be prepared to 
make sacrifices so that the 
soldiers shall not want for 
anything. That the reception 
and care of refugees is a duty 
but it is not the whole duty 
of the citizen behind the li- 
nes. She urged the necessity 
of abolishing equal salaries 
which benefit the lazy work- 
man at the expense of the In- 



dustrious one and establishing 
a scale by which workers will 
be paid according to the value 
and quantity of their work and 
which will act as an incentive 
in industry. She ended by urg- 
ing the unification of the two 
parties as indispensable for a 
speedy victory over Fascism 
and the invaders of Spain. The 
anti-fascists must form a mo- 
nolith for united action and 
responsibility. 

The speech of Vicente Uribe 
(in Madrid) echoed the same 
sentiments but he, as Minister 
of Agriculture, suggested that 
the severest treatment should 
he meted out to speculators 
and food profteers, and rende- 
red homage to the splendid 
work and solidarity of the 
peasants. 




War Commissar Alvarrs del Vayo. 



DEL VAYO ON SPAIN’S 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS 



We ask an active participation in the organization 
and in the rapid functioning of our transport system, 
as well as coordination and planning of the economic 
life of our country. After a year of war we are still 
compelled to use bitter words against the passivity of 
certain rearguard elements and the shameless way in 
which they are forever bargaining on their efforts and 
collaboration in the great work of liberation. 

We demand an inexorable policy in the rear, not only 

for the purpose of securing order, but also for the pur- 
pose of drawing actively into the war whole regions, 
cities and villages. Persuasion has its limits. It is 
now many months since we have published and multi- 
plied our appeals for solidarity against fascism to the 
conscience of our people. We must end this scandalous 
situation, in which an unequal participation in the war 
is possible. It is necessary to be done with this con- 
venient theory of the division of labor, in which some 
die to win the war and others live to exploit the vic- 
tory. 

The Strenthing of The Popular Front. It is abun- 
dantly evident that those who in 1935 were advocating 
the revolutionary policy of the Popular Front were 
correct. Those who did not study the question deeply 
accused the defenders of the Popular Front of being 
opportunists and bunglers. What would have happened 
had the July rebellion surprised us without the vigorous 
policy of the Popular Front, which in one day succeeded 



in uniting and mobilizing all the anti-fascist forces in 
the fight for the defense cf the nation and act liberty. 
As long as the war lasts there can be no other policy 
than- that of the Popular Front. It is the unifiying 
center of all the anti-fascist forces; it is the central 
point In which all can fight under the same flag with- 
out being compelled in any way to abandon the ideo- 
logy of one's party. Support the Popular Front... 

I favor a Unified Party... I once again insist that 
to achieve victory we must have an active regrouping 
of all the authentically anti-fascist forces, without any 
exclusions. 

The other day, in Valencia, I declared myself in favor 
of the participation of the CNT In uhe task of lead- 
ing the destinies of the nation. But I added: That 
is to the enter the government, but on condition- that 
the whole organization participates unanimously in the 
work of carrying out all the decisions that are made. 

Participation in the Cabinet demands the loyal col- 
laboration not only of those in the Government, but 
also of those behind them, who follow their organi- 
zation. When an organization has representatives in 
the government, and when the decisions of the govern- 
ment are not completely satisfactory to this organi- 
zation’s followers, it is impermissable for these followers 
merrily to take the liberty of changing the policy of 
the government with the excuse that their policy Is 
more revolutionary and correct. 

The Unified Party is on the march, and nothing can 
stop Its realisation... Socialists and Communists in the 
Party units, In the shops and factories, where you 
fight and where you live, work for the Unified Party. 

ALVAREZ DEL VAYO 



r 




3 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 

We Must Help Our Comrades in 



The battle is raging- fiercely 
in the North of Spain. 

Once again Mussolini has 
flung the forces of Italian in- 
vasion against the Spanish 
people, against the brave sol- 
diers ef Santander and Astu- 
rias. Once again Hitler and 
MUasollni are bribing shame 
on tbe German and Italian 
peoples by invading Spanish 
solf and slaughtering, from the 
height of their "Junkers” and 
"Qagumia”, the defenceless po- 
pulation to the North, the wo- 
men and children of Santander 
and Asturias, 

The Fascist, newspapers cy- 
nically admit that Italian Di- 
visions are fighting in the 
North, that the well-armed 
“banderas r> of Blackshirts have 
been sent to massacre the un- 
armed population in the moun- 
tains around Santander. 




The soldiers of Asturias and 
Santander are fighting with 
stubborn and unyielding cou- 
rage against the Italian inva- 
ders, fighting to bar the way 
to the foreigners, to Fascim, to 
slavery. The Blackshirt Divi- 
sions have hoisted Mussolini's 
flag on a few positions, but 
how much Italian blood, how 
many corpses these victories 
have coct them! 



OUR DUTY IS CLEAR 

In this tragic hour for our 
Spanish brothers, the duty of 
the true sons of the Italian 
and German peoples, the duty 
of all the peoples who love 
freedom is the duty - which is 
made clear by the heroism and 
the spelndid spirit of solidari- 
ty of the International Volun- 
teers for Liberty. 

The Volunteers for Liberty 
have fought on many fronts. 
On many fronts they have hel- 



ped the Spanish people to bar 
the way to the Fascists, to de- 
feat them, to put them to 
flight. 

From the J&rama to Guada- 
lajara, from University City to 
Brunete, to Villanueva del Par- 
dillo; everywhere the courage 
of the International Volunteers 
has routed Fascim, has defea- 
ted the Blackshirts. 



During the last weeks the 
International Brigades have 
once again written one of the 
finest pages in the history of 
the armed struggle against 
slavery and for freedom. The 
victorious offensive of the Re- 
publican Army on the Central 
Front in which the Internatio- 
nal Volunteers took part, the 
unconquerable resistance to the 
Fascist counter - attacks are 



further steps on the road to 
the victory of Republican 
Spain. 

CALL ALL FORCES 

This proves more than ever 
that the path of implacable 
struggle Is the only path to be 
followed to fight and defeat 



Fascism, slavery and barba- 
rism. 

The struggle is hard. Fas'- 
cism is still strong, strong 
through the support of all the 
most reactionary forces in all 
countries, strong through the 
weakness of democracy. 

We must call to our aid all 
the forces of the friends of pea- 
ce, of humanity, civilisation and 
progress. 



In Memory 
of our fallen leaders 



AMERICAN 

OLIVER LAW. — Commander, Lincoln Bat- 
talion. 

MORRIS WICKMAN* — Company Political 

Commissar. 

HARRY HYNES. — Company Political Commis- 
sar (Both of Washington Battalion). 

CANADIAN 

STUART (Paddy) O'NEILL. — Sargeent, Lin- 
coln Battalion. 

ENGLISH 

GEORGE NATHAN.— Major, 15th Brigade. 

CHARLES GOODFELLOW. — Second-in-Com- 
mand, English Battalion. 

BILL MEREDITH. — Commander, No. 2 Com- 
pany, English Battalion. 

BOB ELLIOT. — Company Political Commissar. 

NOTE: Articles on the life and death of 
these and other fallen members of the In- 
ternational Brigades will appear in future 
issues of u The Volunteer for lAberty 



the North 

We must close our ranks, 
overcome our weakness, resist 
and advance. 

We must help our brothers in 
the North. We must save the 
women and children of Santan- 
der from massacre. 

If we help our comrades in 
the North we are helping Re- 
publican Spain, are helping 
the fighters JSor liberty, we are 
helping the International Vo- 
lunteers who are the noblest 
expression of a magnificent 
international solidarity. 

We help to save the women 
and children of Santander from 
massacre by strengthening In- 
ternational solidarity in ail 
fields: in the sphere of the vo- 
lunteers and in that of assis- 
tance. 

We. help our comrades in the 
North by fighting the Fascists 




on all fronts with mare coura- 
ge than ever. The Internatio- 
nal Brigades have already gi- 
ven their help by fighting in 
the Centre Front. They are 
ready to fight wherever the 
Higher Command gives the 
order. They will continue to 
fight and to conquer or all 
fronts, overcoming all obsta- 
cles, resisting all dangers, ris- 
ing above all the hardness of 
the struggle. 

That is the price of victory. 

Victory, which is not only 
the victory of Republican 
Spain, but the victory of all 
the peoples who are for free- 
dom, who are against war, and 
who do not want to feel the 
iron heel of Fascism on them- 
selves and their country, and 
the victory of all peoples who 
want to win their freedom, and 
for this aim, for this victory, 
are ready to shed their last 
drop of blood. 

Let us go forward united to 
that victory. 

LUIGI GALLO 
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AMERICAN HOSPITALS IN SPAIN 



The American Hospital 
Group is a part of the Inter- 
national Sanitary Service or- 
ganized to aid the duly cons- 
tituted government of Spain. 
This service, which is of great 
magnitude, is an expression of 
international solidarity with 
the Spanish people. 

The role of 'the International 
Sanitary Service is a new his- 
torical phenomenon Never be- 
fore in the history of mankind 
have so many representatives 
of different nationalities joined 
to aid & people in their strug- 
gle against Invaders who are 
attempting to destroy their 
freedom, rights and liberties. 
Twenty-two nationalities are 
represented in the Internatio- 
nal Sanitary Service aiding in 
the struggle. 

The magnitude of the work 
of\ the International Sanitary 
Service in Spain can best be 
realized by noting the follow- 
ing: 

HOSPITAL. FIGURES 

The personnel consists of 220 
doctors and surgeons, 550 nur- 
ses, 600 ambulance drivers, 
stretcher bearers and first aid 
men. 

There are 25 hospitals in 
this service with a capacity of 
over 5.000 beds. There are 14 
surgical groups. There are 150 
ambulances which can trans- 
port, at one* time, between 700 
and 800 wounded when neces- 
sary. 

Our American Hospital 
Group plays one of the most 
important and prominent roles 
in the work of the Internatio- 
nal Sanitary Service. The 
American Hospital Group was 
successfully organized and de- 
veloped unter the guidance of 
Dr. Edward Barsky, and fur- 
ther maintained under the 
capable direction of Dr. Donald 
H. Pitts. At present both are 
in the United States continuing 
their work kg^inst fascism by 
popularizing the work of the 
American Hospital groups in 
Spain. 

The growth of the American 
Hospital Group has been a con- 
tinuous one; and since I have 
taken charge of the entire 
group, two more hospitals ha- 



ve been added to our number. 
Some of our American hospi- 
tals are in the Madrid sector, 
and these played an extremely 
important role in the last dri- 
ve. Our Southern Hospital 
Groups are well equipped and 
manned, and doing their share 
to make the American Hospi- 
tals exemplary in Spain. 

AFTER LAST OFFENSIVE 

But now to the recent acti* 
vities around Madrid and the 
part played by our hospitals. 
For one full month our sur- 
geons, nurses, ambulance dri- 
vers and stretcher bearers ha- 
ve worked continuously. We 



had our forces so divided that 
we participated in all the pha- 
ses of surgical aid to the 
wounded, starting from the 
front lines, to the Evacuation 
Hospital, and finally to our Ba- 
se Hospitals. We had surgical 
teams operating in the front 
line hospitals where the most 
serious cases were operated 
upon, such as gunshot wounds 
through the belly and brain. 
At this hospital, transfusions 
were given frequently, using 
the new system of “canned" 
blood. 

The activity at these front 
line hospitals was most Inten- 
se and the number of wound- 
ed pouring in so great that 



tii’**urn in Our American Hospital*. 



numerous surgical teams were 
kept busy with practically no 
time for sleep. The nurses, too, 
in these front line hospitals 
were put through an exhaustive 
test. Let me say here that the 
nurses, even though working 
under constant aerial bombard- 
ment, performed their duties 
with such efficiency that they 
are an example and a credit 
to the entire nursing profes- 
sion. 

SERVICE UNDER FIRE 

The ambulance drivers and 
stretcher bearers performed 
meritorious service under the 
very same fire that our boys 
in the front line trenches had 
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WITH OUR 

to contend with. All sections 
of our personnel forfeited their 
personal needs, such as food 
and sleep, in order to give all 
that was humanly possible to 
aid the victims of the vicious 
fascist aerial bombardment. 
Nor was the bombardment li- 
mited to the front lines, for 
close to our Hospital and in 
the surrounding territory, the 
fascist planes dropped bombs 
of a different type. These we- 
re flame bombs which set fire 
to the surrounding fields and 
villages. It was only a miracle 
that our Hospital escaped a 
direct hit by one of these flame 
bombs dropped from the black 
“Caproni" planes. One of the- 
se bombs I personally inspec- 
ted after it had done its dam- 
age and saw the stamp on the 
cap that revealed its German 
origin. 

One of our hospital groups 
played an effective role in eva- 
cuating the wounded to our 
Base Hospitals. Evacuation is 
one of the most important 
phases of caring for the wound- 
ed, and even though unherald- 
edv supplies that link in the 
chain of military hospitals 
without which no hospital sys- 
tem can function. It is this 
phase of the work that showed 
the need for more ambulances. 
Ambulances are the backbone 
of transportation from the 
lines to the front hospitals, and 
then later to the base hospi- 
tals. There can be no limit to 
the number of ambulances 
needed, because the more am- 
bulances available the quicker 
the wounded cam be transpor- 
ted to the hospital for opera- 




AMERICAN 

tion. Early operation often 
means the difference between 
the life and death of the 
wounded soldier. 

EVACUATION WORK 

Even though we had to or- 
ganize our evacuation unit very 
rapidly, it functioned most 




Dr. IRVING BUSCH, Chief Sur- 
geon and Commandant of ull the 
American hospitals In Spain. 



smoothly. Our base hospitals, 
which are always prepared, 
began to receive wounded in 
large numbers. A tremendous 
load was thrust suddenly upon 
our doctors and nurses who 
had to work indefatiguably to 
keep pace with the increasing 
number of wounded. Very soon 
the base hospitals were work- 
ing at full capacity. There was 
no time fore rest. Both doctors 
and nurses took their tasks in 
stride cheerfully. Many of 
them had been through simi- 
lar experiences. These base 
hospitals continue to be filled 
with patients who are well on 
their way to recovery. 

I can offer nothing but prai- 
se for the doctors and nurses 
who carry on these exhaustive 
duties, lightened only by the 
thought that they are doing 
their share in the anti-fascist 
struggle. 

The volume of the work done 
by part of the American Hos- 
pital Group can be appreciated 
only by actual figures: 

During the past month, mo- 
re than 2.500 wounded have 
been treated by us in our hos- 
pitals, and our American sur- 



HOSPITALS 

geons have performed over 
1.000 operations of varied ty- 
pes. 

The statistics also reveal a 
true picture of our aid to the 
Spanish people. Of all the 
wounded treated by us, 80 per- 
cent are Spanish, and the re- 
maining 20 percent Internatio- 
nals. Since all the American 
wounded pass through our 
hospital chain, we can defini- 
tely say that the number of 
Americans wounded in this last 
attack was comparatively ve- 
ry small. 

COMMON INTEREST 

The common interest in this 
great anti-fascist struggle, 
which the Spaniards and the 
Internationals fighting side-by- 
side in the front lines feel, is 
carried back to the hospitals. 
The wounded who are brought 
to the hospital on different 
days report the progress of 
battle up to the time they we- 
re put out of action. All the 
bovs are eager to hear the 
news, and their spirit reacts 
With the waxing and waning 




of the fortunes of battle. It is 
difficult to restrain some of 
them from wanting to return 
to the lines, even though phy- 
sically incapable, when they 
feel that their comrades are 
in need of their services. It is 
difficult to keep the convales- 
cent soldiers at the hospitals; 
they are restless. “When do I 
go back t to my battalion?” is 
the constant question. It is 
very common these days to see 
soldiers who have been wound- 
ed in different battles. Only 
when the soldier is so physi- 
cally incapacitated that be 



Indian Political 
Prisoners in Hunger 
Strike 

Simla, India — One hundred 
and fifty three political pri- 
soners confined in Deoli Prison 
Camp. La bout 80 kilometres 
from Nagpur, are on a hunger 
strike of solidarity with the 
187 prisoners of the Andaman 
Island on a similar strike sin- 
ce the 24th. of July. 

The prisoners ask : 

1. The liberation of all po- 
litical prisoners. 

2. The abrogation of seve- 
ral restrictive laws and tl: 2 
annulment of the internmen. 
warrants. 

3. The return to India of all 
litical prisoners. 



Coddling the Pirates 

In spite of two notes cf 
the British Government to 
Franco, demanding the release 
of the British cargo ship “Mon- 
ton”, and of its crew, and also 
for indemnity for damages suf- 
fered by the ship or by its 
crew, Franco finds it conve- 
nient to sulk In complete si- 
lence. The fascists also claim 
that the “British Corporal*’ 
and other ships lately bom - 
barded by fascist aviation we 
re the victims of “Red'’ planes. 
This in spite of sworn state- 
ments by Danish control ob- 
servers who witnessed the 
bombardment and declared that 
the planes were Italian, 



cannot be of use in the front 
can we convince him to stay 
in the rear. Then he asks for 
work that will aid in the strug- 
gle. The spirit of the soldiers 
in the hospitals, as we sse it, 
is so superb that we cannot 
see how an army of this natu- 
re can be defeated. With the 
progress of time, the hatred 
toward the fascists increas- 
es so intensely, that they will 
never be satisfied until the 
fascists are completely defea- 
ted. 

I) It* IKYING III S( II 
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MODERN "REFUGIOS" FOR PEOPLE OF VALENCIA 




Valencia is unpleasantly near 
the Fascist air bases in the 
Balearic islands. But exposed 
to both air and sea attack it 
was first shelled from the sea 
by the rebel cruisers "Baleares" 
and “Canarias” and sometimes 
by night by ships of unknown 
nationality which stole up, pop- 
ped a few shells cf Italian ma- 
nufacture into the town, and 
then made off. The first bom- 
bardments were in February 
but in anticipation of them the 
municipal authorities had orde- 
red the construction of bomb- 
proof shelters throughout the 
city and harbour district. The- 
se were already under way but 




after the bombardments the 
work was speeded up and ra- 
pidly brought to completion. At 
that time our only protection 
was a Government gunboat in 
the port — now there are not 
only the anti-aircraft batteries 
on the roofs which make an 
imposing and reassuring noise 
as soon as the sirens sound but 
the "refugioe” as they are ca- 
lled in Spanish. 




“Funny in Room 402, isn't 

there , ConchitaT" 

“O/i, that's the room Franco slept 
in one night six years ago!" 



The Ministry of Public Works 
supplied all the material nee- 
ded, the technical direction 
being undertaken by the City 
Hall. The materials us:d are 
steel, reinforced concrete, an 1 
layers of earth. Pedros, the 
official architect of the muni- 
cipality, was put in charge of 
the work. After careful study 
he designed two mode s; ono 
with a flat roof, well i Enfor- 
ced with steel girders; at ' the 
other with a vaulted rocf/Th-; 
advantage of the first is that 
it does not require as 3trong 
a foundation as the other type 
but the second model dees not 
need as much steel in its ccns- 
truction. Both are equally 
strong. Pedros states that 
even a 500 kilogram bomb (the 
largest used by the Fascisv. 
aviation) dropped from t. 



height of 750 meters or mere, 
will not penetrate such a re f. 

The average "refugio" can 
hold 500 to 700 people. One 
has a capacity of 1,100 people. 
They are equipped with com- 
fortable benches, electric fans, 
running water, toilets, first o id 
kits, etc., so that even a so- 
journ of several hours In them 
is no great hardship. There arc 
two doors to facilitate entran- 
ce and they are kept scrupu- 
lously clean. There are now 41 
"refugios" completed or near 
completion in Valencia and ito 
pert, duly posted with signs in 
indicate their whereabouts, So 
that most people can find c r.o 
quickly not too far from their 
hemes. Plans for the construc- 
tion of more are under way so 
that the entire population can 
be accomodated if necessary. 



It is curious to observe the 
care with which buildings desti- 
ned to such a grim purpose ha- 
ve been decorated. One would 
expect them to be grey and for- 
biddif^g tut on the contrary 
they have quite an inviting ap- 
pearance. The "Valencianos” 
have softened their s: verity by 
designing them in the modem 
.ctyle and painting them with 
bright colours inside and out, 
red, white, green, and blue. The 
floors are covered with shining 
tiles. Some of the guards atta- 
ched to the shelters have ever 
placed pots of flowers in the 
doorway. 




WHO DID IT? 

Valencia, August 25. — We ar 
informed from Gibraltar tha 
to celebrate the anniversary a 
the rebellion in La Linea dc V 
Concepcion a large monarch! 
cal flag was displayed on on 
of the most central buildingi 
After a short time it myst< 
riously disappeared and a re 
publ i can one appeared i n il 
place. 




shed rooms for rent , all mode 
conveniences and hot runni* 
water r 
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The recruiting of the 1937 
draft is to begin shortly, and 
then the new soldiers will be 
sent to all Brigades. 

The General Commissariat 
orders the Commissars of all 
ranks to begin Immediately the 
preparatory work for the re- 
ception of the new recruits, 
and to lay the groundwork for 
the organisation of good poli- 
tical work among them. 

In particular all Commissars 
are required to take the fo- 
llowing steps: 

1. To organise a reception 
for the new recruits on the 
day of their arrival, and in 
addition to arrange a series 




of meetings In the Battalions 
and Companies between the 
soldiers and the newcomers. 



U owing qu** M ons will be ex- 
plained: 

(a) Why is the Govern- 
ment’s People's Army fight- 
ing? 

(b) Why are the generals 
and the rebel insurgents hga- 
inst the Government? 

(c) Why are the peasants 
Interested in the victory of the 
People's Front ? 

(d) Why are the workers 




defending the Republic against 
Fascism ? 

(e) Why is our war a war 
of national independence ? 

(f) At the same time new 
soldiers should become fami- 
liar with the organisation of 
the People’s Army and should 
understand why Iron discipline 
and a good military training 



composition of the new re- 
cruits to discover all the Fas- 
cist elements which may ha- 
re penetrated into the ranks 
of the Army. It will be neces- 
sary to separate all these hos- 
tile elements from the units. 

1 It will be necessary to 
make a list of all those re- 
cruits who are illiterate so 
that classes can be organised 
for them. 

5. It will be necessary to 
arrange for the co-operation 
of the recruits in the produc- 
tion of the wall newspapers 
and the Brigade newspapers, 
and the same time they will 
also send their corresponden- 
ce to "Vanguardia”. 

6. The Commisars at the 




fronts, of the Army Corps, and 
Divisions, must constantly su- 



No Sea-bathing, 
Orders Gen. Franco 

Gibraltar, August 27. — The 
number of refugees from the 
rebel zone is continually on the 
increase. More than a hundred 
have come over in the past 
week, many of thero swimming 
across the bay of Algeciras, 
who tell of the crimes commit- 
ted in rebel territory. On ac- 
count of these numerous esca- 
pes the Franco "authorities” 
have prohibited sea bathing. 



C. I. O. SIGNS UP 4© CAB 
OPERATORS IN NEW- YORK 
CITY 

Shorter hours, closed shop 
and minimum wage guarantees 
were won for 10,000 cab dri- 
vers in New York City by the 
Transport Workers Union, a 
C. I. O. affiliate. The drivers 
also won a yearly vacation 
with pay of 25 dollars. 




ii hereditary dope, Jim l like 
Quelpo de Do no.” 



N. Y. SHOE WORKERS VO- 
TE FOR CIO 



The workers in 91 shoe fac- 
tories in Greater New-York 
voted for the C. I. O. as their 
official collective bargaining 
agency against the A. F. of 
L. by a vote of 6.802 to 690. 



The new recruits should beco- 
me familiar with the Brigade's 
tradition of struggle and with 
the tasks of the People’s Ar- 
my. 

2. During the first days 
after the recruits’ arrival, the 
Battalion Commissars should 
deliver talks in which tin* fi>- 



are necessary, and how tha po- 
litical and cultural work is or- 
ganised in the Army. 

3. From the first day of the 
arrival of the recruits the Bri- 
gade and Battalion Commiss- 
ars, with the help of the Com- 
pany Political Delegates, 
should carefully study the 



pervise the political work 
among the recruits and syste- 
matically inform the General 
Commissariat of the results of 
this work. 

From VANGV AUDI A 
Official Organ of the 
War CninmUsariat. 



The vote will affect 10.000 
workers of the shoe industry 
in New York city. Only two 
shops remain under the juris- 
dition of the A. F. of I* in- 
volving a total of 85 workers. 
In one of the shops the ma- 
jority against the C. I. O. was 
so small that an appeal will 
be taken. 
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ENGLISH BASE HOSPITAL 
GETS ITS OWN FARM 



Valencia (August 26). — The 
new English base hospital 
behind the Center front ;s 
setting up its own farm. They 
already possess a. flock of 
sheep and five pigs. With a 
minimum of one hundred and 
fifty patients, and a domestic 
and medical staff to corres- 
pond, they find this more eco- 
nomical than buying meat dai- 
ly. They hope to enlarge the 
farm within the next week. 

As another step towards solv- 
ing the foed problem a sjstir.i 



care of the wounded and gene- 
ral work is being held up. Of 
course things are better than 
they were. We started work 
cn this hospital with a trans- 
port section consisting of one 
small donkey. But we are st*l 
in urgent need of ambulances 
and trucks. Transport comes 
first on the list of things ne- 
eded that we have sent to "The 
Spanish Medical Committee 
in London. After that we have 
asked for clothes for the woun- 
ded, a new set of surgical inn- 





Goebbels. Nazi Loud-Speaker. 



of barter has been started in 
the village. The English, well- 
supplied with sugar and dried 
beans, barter these in the 
village for all necessary fresh 
food, such as eggs and milk. 

Developments in the hospital 
itself go on everyday. There is 
now an isolation wing, with its 
own kitchen, bathroom, etc. In 
addition to the X-Ray room a 
pharmacy has been installed. 
A disused building is being 



truments, sops, and cigarettes. 



“The Great Miaja Leads Us On!” 



Figures of the Earth 

From “Campos de Soria” 

Figures of the earth against the : 

Two slow oxen patiently are plowing 
On the dry hillock, as autumn begins. 

And' between the m&^sivt; black' heads, bowed down, 
Beneath the heavy, oppressive yoke 
A basket, woven of reeds and broom, 

Hangs heavily, the cradle of the boy- child. 

And behind the slowly-moving oxen 
A man walks, bent earthward, 

And a woman scatters, In the open furrows. 

The life-giving seed. 

Beneath a cloud of scarlet and flame, 

In the fluid green and gold of the sun’s descending, 
The shadows loom like giants. 

ANTONIO MACH A DO 



WON’T DO TO HURT 
THE MOORS’ FEELINGS 

Valencai, August 26. — As a 
delicate attention to the Moors 
brought to Spain by Franco 
and his generals to kill Spa- 
niards, the iconography of the 
rebel zone has suffered a cu- 
rious change. The severed 
heads of Mohammedans that 
are usually found in religious 
pictures of Saint James the 
M-oorkiller under the hopfs of 
the horse ridden by the Saint 
have been painted out. Saint 
James the Moorkiller now ri- 
des a cloud instead of a pran- 
cing white horse. 



turned into a garage capable |, \ u c k i» a it t o r ha i i, w ays 
of housing twenty-five ambu- i\ k a z \ k ii s t a n c«.\in.etkd 
lances. 

Of the 210 mile- railway line 
fret m Itubstovka to Bidder, in 
Kazakhstan, which is to be com- 
pYtor in five months, 160 miles 
have already been laid. On this 
section, all the station buildings, 
pumps, power stations, clubs, 
schools and dwellings have been 
built. 

The remaining 50 miles to Kid- 
der will bo the most difficult of 
"We hope we’ll have someth- ]j nP . Here a way will have i;o 

ing to put in it when it’s finish- ^ cu t through the northern alip- 
ed’’, says one of the doctors. | )P!S 0 f the Altai Mountain Range 
"Our chief trouble at the mom- and 30.000.060 cubic feet of ro< U 
ent is transport. Just now both blasted and cleared sway. 
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MADRID-AFTER THREE 

By Leland Stowe 



Just a month ago I sailed 
from New York on my way 
back to Madrid, after an ab- 
sence of three long years. I've 
been asked to tell what it feels 
Hke to return to Spain in the 
midst of a war which is both 
& civil war and a foreign in- 
vasion. To do that let me give 
you the contrasts which have 
swarmed upon me ever since I 
rode in from Valencia ten days 
ago. 

I first came to Madrid in 
February, 1929. I was the Pa- 
ris correspondent of the New 
York Herald Tribune at that 
time. There had been an unsuc- 
cessful revolt against the mili- 
tary dictator, Primo de Rivera. 
In the next six years I visited 
Spain often — just before the 
Republic and in its early years. 
My last journalistic visit was 
to report the popular uprising 
of October, 1934. Madrid was 
under martial law. The Civil 
Guards, as nervous as a bunch 
of raw recruits, were shooting 
at shadows — including their 
own! Pedestrians walked thro- 
ugh the streets, always in the 
middle of the street, with 
their hands held above their 
heads — just so the guardians 
of the law would have no ex- 
cuse for shooting them in the 
back. Yet there was no serious 
trouble in Madrid. The people’s 
revolt against a reactionary 
anti-republican government had 
not been synchronized thro- 
ughout the country, and it> fail- 
ed here before it began. W«ll, 
that was the Madrid that I saw 
last. A Madrid under martial 
law — nervous, tense and 
gloomy. 

Ten days ago I came back 
to a Madrid which has had a 
powerful, mechanized ajrmy — 



a large part of it composed of 
mercenaries and foreign fas- 
cists — hammering at its gates 



for nine long months! What 
did I find? I heard the guns 
boomang on the outskirts of 



YEARS 

the city, morning and night- 
But the people of Madrid were 
going about their affairs as 
calmly as tf they were in St. 
Louis or San Francisco. There 
was no tenseness about the 
men and women on the streets, 
nor about the children skipping 
rope in the squares near the 
Puerta del Sol. There was no 
gloom in their faces, nor in the 
air. Why this amazing change 
in attitude? I think the reason 
is perfectly simple. In 1934 the 
cause of the common people of 
Spain had been defeated once 
more, as on so many countless 
times before in this nation’s 
unhappy history. In August, 
1937, the common people of 
Spain have shown a strength 
unprecedented in centuries of 
unequal struggle. Today they 
know that no army of Spa- 
niards - - 1 say Spairards — is 
as powerful as their own. They 
are equally confident that the 
Italian and German Fascists, 
who constitute the backbone of 
Franco’s rebel forces, cannot de- 
feat them in the end. This Is 
the spirit of Madrid, the bra- 
vest city in the world. 

You will say, “Now don’t get 
emotional on us!” No, I don’t 
intend to get emotional either. 
I'll simply try to give you some 
of my own experiences aivl ob- 
servations. First of all, there’s 
a lot of talk in America and 
other foreign lands about when 
Madrid will fall. Most of it 
comes from people who know 
nothing about the Spanish peo- 
ple - and nothing about Ma- 
drid. Let me say right now that 
I’ve met a large number of fo- 
reign correspondents since I 
came here - and I haven’t met 
a single newspaperman who 

(Continued on pugr 4. > 



CHINA TODAY 




Japan’s march in* China: 1. Formosa ceded to Japan in 1895. 

2. Port Arthur and Kwantung Peninsula leased by Japan in 1905, 

3. Karafuto ceded to Japan in 1905 by czarist Russia. 4, Korea 
annexed by Japan in 1910. 5. Mukden seized by Japan in 1931. 
6. Shanghai bombarded by Japan in 1932. 7. Manchuria annexed 
by Japan as puppet state of “Manchukuo” in 1933. 8. Jehol 
province annexed by Manchukuo in 1933. 9. “Fast Hopei Autono- 
mous Anti-Comintern Government” formed by Japan in 1935. 
The present invasion by Japan seeks to conquer the North China 
provinces of Hopei and Chahar, shown by the heavy black line. 
The Hopei-Chahar Political Council was formed in 1935 compris- 
ing Hopei province, except the twenty-two provinces held by the 
East Hopei “government", and part of Chahar. except that under 
de facto Japanese control. The shaded portion shows the five 
northern provinces, Hopei, Chahar, Shantung. Suiyuan, and 
Shansi, Japan's next goal. 
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TWO ENGLISH COMRADES 
RETURN TO THE FIGHT 

FRY AND RUTHERFORD UNDAUNTED DESPITE 
LONG STAY IN FASCIST PRISION 




Children pi* yin if on the pedestal of the stattae mt Dona Petiwlh, 
first qaeen of Aragon, eoanpletety demolished by fascist shells. This 
photograph was taken directly la front the former royal palace in 

Madrid. 



SPANISH WORKERS LEARN 
MODERN PRODUCTION || 



The capture of a section of 
No. 2 Company was one of the 
severest blows suffered by the 
British* Battalion in the early 
days of the Jaramat action. 




Employing the ruse of sing- 
ing the “international” and 
advancing wi h anti-fascist sa- 
lute towards our lines, the 
Moors succeeded in cutting off 
some 30 or 40 of our comrar 
dea, including comrades Fry 
and Renton, the company 
Commander and Political Com- 
missar respectively. 

The fate of these comrades 
was for long a matter of deep 
concern to us, and the anxiety 
was not lessened by press re- 
ports received later, to the 
effect that while some of the 
men had been shot inmediate- 
ly in being captured, or in re- 
sisting capture, others had 
been taken to rebel territory 
and imprisoned there. What 
then were our thoughts, v a 
who know the torture and bes- 
tiality which is characteristic 
of the fascist treatment of pri- 
soners; we who can never for- 



get the concentration camps, 
the whip, and the axe; we who 
remember Thaelmann, Prestes 
and Rakosi? 

On May 30th, twenty- three 
of those comrades arrived in 
London from the living tomb 
of fascism. They had been re- 
leased in exchange for fascists 
prisoners held in Spanish Go- 
vernment territory, and th e ta- 
le of their treatment was such 
that even a reactionary Tory 
M, P. said of them “They may 
be socialists and communists, 
but no British subject can be 
permitted to be treated as they 
have been treated". 




In prison they were practi- 
cally left to starve. Their 
wounds were unattended. They 
slept on the ground without 
straw or covering. The sanita- 
ry arrangements were the 
most primitive, and during all 
the months of their confine- 
ment they had no means at 
their disposal for a proper 
wash. Almost all fell ill with 



VALENCIA (sept. 2).— The 
Ministry of Education la gi- 
ving the workers of the war 
factories the chance to increase 
their efficiency by opening in- 
tensive courses in modern me- 
thods of production. The clas- 
ses will be held in the facto- 
ries after regular working 
hours, subsidized by the Mi- 
nistry of Public Education. 
Teachers and equipment are 
furnished by the Ministry. 



fever, others contracted lung 
trouble causing the deaths often 
of their number. The health of 
some of them has been per- 
manently impaired. 

Comrades Fry and Ruther- 
ford have now returned to th 
International Brigade. Last 
week they arrived in Albacete, 
nAore eager and more determi- 
ned to fight against Fascism. 
Now, more clearly than ever, 
they realise the need for strug- 
le. They KNOW fascism. 

Comrade F*ry was Comman- 
der of No. 2 Company and was 
captured with his section. He 
was wounded in the arm dur- 
ing the action, and his wound 
will remain a permanent ugly 
scar, due to the studied inat- 
tention of his fascist captors. 



Spanish workers have shown 
remarkable technical capacity 
under the demands of war. Ma- 
chinery has been remodelled 
to fill the necessities of war 
production. New machines ha- 
ve been devised and construc- 
ted. Engineers have been few. 
The workers have proved them- 
selves inventive and fully ca- 
pable of meeting the difficult 
war situation. 



Comrade Rutherford was the 
youngest comrade in the sec- 
tion and at the time of his 
capture was only nineteen 
years of age. He could quite 
easily have remained in Bri- 
tain, one of the heroic mem- 
bars of the British Battalion 
who had remained true and 
firm even in the prison of fas- 
cism. He chose to return to 
Spain, still young, but old in 
the anti-fascist struggle. 

These two comrades are an 
inspiration to us and a credit 
to the whole Internacional Bri- 
gade. We welcome them back 
as true and tried anti-fascist 
fighters, we welcome them as 
heroes of our glorious British 
Battalion. 




A. D. 
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ROAR, CHINA! 
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Roar, China! 

Roar, old lion of the East! 

Snort fire, yellow dragou of the Orient, 

Tired at last of being bothered. 

Since when did you ever steal anything 
From anybody. 

Sleepy wise old beast 
Known as the porcelain-maker, 

Known as the poem-maker. 

Known as maker of firecrackers? 

A long time since you cared 
About taking other people's lands 
Away from them. 

THEY must've thought you didn't care 
About your own land either — 

So THEY came with gunboats. 

Set up Concessions, 

Zones of influence, 

International Settlements, 

Missionary houses. 

Banks, 

And Jim Crow Y. M. C. A.'s. 

THEY beat you with maluca canes 
And dared you to raise your head — 

Except to cut it off. 

Even the yellow men nune 
To take what the white men 
Hadn't already taken. 

The yellow men dropped bombs on Chapei. 
The yellow men called you the same names 
The white men did: 

BOG! BOG! DOG! 

COOLIE DOG! 

RED! LOUSY RED! 

RED COOLIE DOG! 

And in the end you had no phut' 

To make your porcelain, 

Write your poems, 

Or shoot your firecrackers on holidays. 

In the end you had no peace 
Or calm left at alL 
PRESIDENT, KING, MIKADO 
Thought you really were a dog. 

THEY kick I'd your ass daily 

Via radiophone, via cablegram, via gunboats 



by 

LANGSTON 

HUGHES 

MADRID 

AUGUST 29 
19 37 





In the harbor, via malaca canes. 

THEY thought you were a tame lion, 

Sleepy, easy, tame old lion! 

Ha! Ha! 

Ha-aaa-aa-a!... Ha! 

Laugh, little coolie boy on the docks of Shanghai, laugh! 
You're no tame lion. 

Laugh, child slaves In the factories of the foreigners! 

You're no tame lion. 

Laugh — and roar, China! 

Time to spit fire! 

Open your mouth, old dragon of the East, 

To swallow up the gunboats in the Yantgse! 

Swallow up the foreign planes in your sky! 

Eat bullets, old maker of firecrackers — 

And spit out freedom in the face of your enemies. 
Break the chains of the East, little coolie boy! 
Break the chains of the East, red generals! 

Break the chains of the East, child slave In the facto- 



Smuah the iron gates of the Concessions! 

Smash the pious doors of the missionary bouses! 
Smash the revolving drors of the Jim Crow Y.M.C.A.'*. 
Crush the enemies of land and bread and freedom! 
Stand up and roar, China! 

You know what you want! 

The only way to get It 
Is to take It! 

Roar, China! 



PROVOCATIONS AND PROVOCATIONS — As Seen by the Cartoonists 




vim won’t let me In. eh? .luui'miUxt: “Now 1 see wlmt’s “(Juiek, boyn, lower the boatn! MuHHOllnl (to Japan): bo, you 
By roti ihut’B provocation!" happened: the ruhhlt provoked MuHHOllnl has Just Iruwd another too are going Into this civilian- 

* ' the hunter." peace message!” tlon business, I see,” 
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MADRID 



AFTER THERE 



(Continued from page 1.) 
thinks that Madrid will ever be 
captured by a frontal attack. 
All of them are agreed that 
Madrid has been made into an 
impregnable fortress — even 
those who came here as skep- 
tics months ago; some of them 
men who had no advance pre- 
judices about Republican Spain. 



BETTING ON MADRID 

I hadn’t been here long 
before I discovered why these 
veteran war correspondents are 
betting on the invincibility of 
Madrid. I wanted to see for 
myself. I remembered how of- 
ten I had come into this city 
by train. The South Express 
from Paris creeps across the 
flat Castillian plain on the final 
miles of its run. Somehow you 
get the idea that Madrid is the 
most unprotected city in the 



ment. They are about six feet 
thick and jut out from each 
side of the street. Sometimes 
the barricades leave an open- 
ing in the center, large enough 
for one auto to pass through. 
Sometimes one wing stands ten 
feet in front of the other; that 
makes an overlapping wall, 
while still leaving a passage 
for emergency traffic. The con- 
crete and stone walls are pier- 
ced with small openings for ri- 
fles. In spots they have narrow 
eyelids, three feet long, which 
will permit machine guns to 
sweep, fan-shape, the street in 
front. Only the direct hit of 
heavy artillery would have the 
slightest effect upon these bar- 
ricades — and there are triple 
rows of them on every main 
artery entering the city. In ad- 
dition, all side streets in bet- 
ween them are walled off — 
miles and miles of barricades. 
This is how Madrid had been 



* i 





\n STOWE, are foreign 
rorres pun dent of the New York 
Herald -Tribune und winner of the 
rulltzer Frize for Journalism, 
who recently spent some time in 
Mudrid. 



transformed into the most for- 
midable walled city of modem 
times. It is the first metropoli- 
tan Verdum in history. And 
though I had neglected to no- 
tice it on my past visits, this 
city of unconquerable will ac- 
tually stands on rising grounds, 
'mis is why I say that if Fran- 
co had an army cf one million 
men I still do not believe that 
he could break through the bar- 
ricades of Madrid. And this is 
why the Madrilenos confidently 
declare that Madrid will be the 
graveyard of Fascist foreign 
aggression. 



world. All last winter, back 
home, I read about the miracu- 
lous defense of Madrid, and 
wondered how it could possibi- 
ly have been achieved,- Now I 
know how it was done. I’ve 
discovered the street barricade s 
of this, amazing city, and I’ve 
examined them for myself. 

Start from the Oran Via 
Madrid's Broadway and walk 
north, west or south. Within 
five minutes' walk, you will 
come upon the first barricades. 
They are six or eight feet high; 
made of cobblestones and ce- 



STHEET BARRICADES L\ MADRID 
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UNIVERSITY CITY 

Yesterday I walked for two 
hours through the trenches of 
University City. Like so many 
parts of Madrid, University 
City has its personal ghost for 
me The last time I visited tha t 
wide, sloping campus, with its 
great, modern college buildings, 
was in February, 1931. And 
the ghost that I met yesterday 
was the ghost of Alfonso XIII, 
the last of the Bourbon kings 
of Spain. For on that February 
day six years ago Jay Allen, 
of the "Chicago Tribune”, and 
myself had the last Interview 
that Alfonso ever gave as king 
of Spain. And when he gave 
it both Allen and I were con- 
vinced that Alfonso's crown 
was tottering over his left ear. 
Just six weeks later It -crashed 
to the ground and Alfonso went 
out as the republic of great 
hopes and mortal enemies 
came in. 

I thought of all that as I 
walked through the clean, deep 
trenches of University City 
yesterday. I thought of that 
as I looked at the ruined hulk 
of the College of Philosophy, 
tom and twisted by a Fascist 
general who claims to be figh- 
ting for civilization. Alfonso’s 
reign had left 45 percent of 
28,000,000 Spaniards unable to 
read and write — but he was 
proud of this show-place uni- 
versity, built for the lucky few. 
My guide was a Madrileno who 
had been a pharmacist before 
he was sent into the' front li- 
nes with four cartridges in his 
pocket to save the republic. 
Without thinking I remarked, 
"Well, at least Alfonso built 
some good forts for the defen** 
ders of democracy, even if he 
didn’t know it." Like a flash 
came Rodrigo’s reply; "No, no. 
Alfonso didn’t build this uni- 
versity”, he said, "We paid for 
it and we built it — the people 
of Spain.” I didn’t have any 
answer for Rodrigo. As an 
American, what do you think? 
Who paid for University City? 
To me it seems clear enough— 
the same people who are de- 
fending it today. But Rodrigo 
wasn’t finished. He went on, 
and there was bitterness in his 
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"YOUNG GIANTS OF SPAIN’S PEOPLES’ ARMY" 




MODESTO LISTER DURAN CAMPESINO 



voice. “The Fascists didn't ha- 
ve to come this way. We didn’t 
want the university to be har- 
med. What could we do?” 

This morning I took another 
walk. I wanted to see what was 
left of the home of a very fa- 
mous Spanish nobleman I had 
once met at the Hotel Ritz in 
Paris. The world knows hinn as 
the Duke of Alba. I remember 
very plainly my impression of 
that carefree playboy with the 
polished manners and the too- 
charming smile. To me he loo- 
ked like the Duke of Nothing- 
at-All. But he had inherited ri- 
ches in land and art that were 
fabulous, and among them one 
of the largest and most beau- 
tiful palaces in all Madrid. ThH 
is the Palacio de Leria - and it 
was this palace that I went to 
see. I went alone; without a 
guide unannounced. 

The ke of Alba, like vir- 
tually all of Spain’s titled no- 
bility, is an ardent supporter 



of the rebel leader, General 
Franco. Some say that the Du- 
ke has given considerable of 
his wealth to supply the re- 
bels with airplanes, guns and 
bombs. If that’s true there’s 
plenty of irony in this story. 
Last winter Franco's aviators 
dumped hundreds of pounds of 
inflammable bombs Upon the 
Duke’s palace— -and the Repu- 
blican Spaniards, whom the 
Duke despises, fought valiantly 
to save his priceless art trea- 
sures from destruction. They 
saved a small part of therr.t 
but today the Palacio de Le- 
ria stands, a burned-out hi- 
deous shell, in the lovely green 
gardens which surround it. 
Heaps of refuse and wreckage 
are piled up thirty feet high on 
t hree sides. The roof and the 
upper three stories of a palace 
with more than 100 rooms ha- 
ve been completely destroyed. 
On the second floor I found 
the private chapel what is 



left of it — a chapel in which 
the dukes of Alba have wor- 
shipped for hundreds of years. 
Two walls collapsed, but by a 
miracle the chapel’s rare pain- 
tings escaped. Now the walls 
have been rebuilt and the re- 
ptthlirttn government has built 
a tern perary roof to protect 
the chapel which the Duke of 
Alb^ s hired mercenaries des- 
troyed. Everything in this on- 
ce magnificent palace is now 
devastation and horror. I stood 
there and sought to control the 
indignation that swelled up in- 
side me. At my side stood a 
Spanish workman, one of the 
two guardians of the ruins. "It 
is criminal”, he said. . . That 
was all. Later he told me how 
the government had placed in 
safe-keeping all the ancient ta- 
pestries, paintings and statua- 
ry that could be salvaged from 
the ruins. Before I left I asked 
the guard to what political par- 
ty he belonged. “I am a Socia- 



list”, he said. .. .And in rebel 
Spain Franco claims that an- 
yone who is a Socialist is a 
terrorist and a Red, deservir^j- 
to be shot. I am only reporting 
what I have seen with my own 
eyes. 

SHIRT-SLEEVE GENERALS 

And when I report what I 
have seen, on this return to 
Republican Spain, I must tell 
you about the young generals 
who are making history in the 
Loyalist army. Back home we 
h-ear surprisingly little about 
them — but they are the Was- 
hingtons, the Anthony Waynes 
and the Ethan Allens of the 
Spanish war The Loyalist ar- 
my has at least half a. dozen 
men who already have won 
great fame among their sol- 
diers and the people here. 
Thursday I lunched with one 
of them — Colonel Antonio Or- 
tega, commander of the Sixth 
Army Corps and the recent 
substitute far General Miaja as 
ccmmander-in-chief of the Cen- 
tral Army, A few days earlier 
I met another— a former quar- 
ryman named Lister- -a bold, 
two-fisted fighter who com- 
mands the 11 tb Division hi 
addition to the? : ( re is Cam- 
pesino, a peasant who began 
the war as a private and is now 
one of the most formidable 
commanders in all Spain. The- 
re is Modesto, also the son of 
peasants, a novice at arms one 
year ago and today comman- 
der of the 5th Army Corps on 
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the Madrid front. There is Du- 
ran, one of the most gifted 
composers of music in Europe 
— now a brilliant officer and 
leader of men... Lister, Cam- 
pesino, Modesto, Duran — they 
are all in thMr early thirties 
and all warriors who sprang 
from the people themselves. 
They are the shirt-sleeve gene- 
rals of Republican Spain. 

Few things can be more dra- 
matic than the stories of these 
young giants of Spain's peo- 
ple’s army. I should like to tell 
you more — much more — but 
space will not permit it. I want 
merely to give you a hint of 
the determination which brist- 
les in every fibre of these 
shirt-sleeve heroes of a cause 
which the world said long ago 
was lost — and they say Is al- 
ready assured of victory. One 
and all they say — simply, sin- 
cerely, factually — “We shall 
win the war! — It 
but we will win!” They say it, 
as Washington said it at Val- 
ley Forge. I, for one, believe 
they cannot be beaten. 

LIKE OUR REVOLUTION 

And there's one more paral- 
lel between the battle of repu- 
blican Spain and our own war 
for independence. Like -our own 
Revolutionary leaders, the Lo- 
yalists have had to make an 
army out of untrained men — 
and they have done it. Like 
ourselves in 1776, the Spanish 
republicans have had to deve- 
lop great military leaders out 
of farmers, workers and hither- 
to unknown civilians. They ha- 
ve done that, too. And just as 
Washington’s ragged Continen- 
tals were opposed by professio- 
nal soldiers — and by Hessian 
mercenaries — so the Loyalists 
are opposed by experienced ar- 
my officers and by imported 
foreign Fascists. Like the sol- 
diers of the American revolu- 
tion, the soldiers of republican 
Spain refuse to believe In any- 
thing but victory. And like our 
founders of the American re- 
public, they are fighting for 



WANTED 

Photographs of Our Dead Comrades. 

The English, American and Canadian commis- 
sariat and The Volunteer (for Liberty have under 
consideration the issuance of postcards in me- 
mory and honor of our dead comrades. In order 
to do this it is necessary for us to acquire a 
collection of photos of these comrades. 

We know that many comrades have photo- 
graphs as personal souvenirs of those who have 
fallen, and we appeal to them to lend them to 
us for this purpose. All photographs will surely 
be returned as scon as reproductions are made. 
Please send all photographs tot 
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S. R. I. Plaza del Altozano 63 E. Albacete. 
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A New FUm 

ASoot Spain. 

Dear S. For the past many 
weeks I have strongly felt that 
I was with you in Spain. I've 
been working 15 and 16 hours 
a -day, sometimes more, with 
P. a Spanish film wbteh we 
have called “Heart of Spain’’. 
As you know, X brought back 
material on the work of the 
blood transfusion institute... 
Well, after a long time during 
which the first draft of the 
commentary and the musical 
score were worked out, and we 
all spent two solid nights un- 
til dawn revising the com men - 



the right of their own people 
to govern themselves. 

Do not think that such a cau- 
se is lost. The Spanish people 
have found their Washingtons 
and their Ethan Allens and 
their Anthony Waynes. The 
Spanish people have just be- 
gun to fight. You cannot know 
Spain — know its people and 
its history — without reaching 
one profound conviction. If 
Washington was right in 1776, 
then Republican Spain is right 
today. 



tary and preparing the record- 
ing of the voice, music and 
sound effects, and got perhaps 
12 hours erf sleep in 6 days — 
after this week we finally em- 
erged with a film... And after 
all this work and worry it’s 




really something to be happy 
about... 

Everyone who has seen the 
film has felt tremendously tom 
and moved, and ready to do 
whatever they can for Spain. 
P. F., who reads the Sun and 
the Herald-Tribune, saw the 
film this afternoon and imme- 
diately wrote out a check for 
the American Medicai Bureau. 
At the first small showing, 
when the film ended the 40 or 
so people in the projection 
room sat quiet for a full two 
minutes and then applauded 
loudly. A very well-known film 
star saw it today and said she 
was never so disturbed and 
moved by a film. So you see. 
when this film goes out, it 
should do a lot of good in the 
world... 

Salud. 

L. 

Aug. 2, 1937. 



Transport Workers 
On the March. 

Dear R. Right here in my 
union, the Transport Workers 
Union (where, as I wrote you, 
I’ve been working since you 
went away), the overwhelm- 
ing march of the C. I. O. is 
evident every day. I enclose 
a calendar of achievements of 




our union — all of them won 
without a single strike action — - 
although we are faced now 
with the toughest and most 
notorious anti-union corpora- 
tion, the B. M. T. Despite a 
collective bargaining election 
held two weeks ago under the 
supervision of the State La- 
bor Relations Board, which we 
won by 75 per cent (the usual 
percentage for the union has 
been much higher), the B.M.T. 
is trying to enforce* “contracts" 
which they had obtained by 
the company union in force till 
we cam* in. If they try to 
keep these so-called contracts, 
which are now illegal, there 
may be big things happening 
On the day before the election, 
the B. M. T. spent thousands 
of dollars for a full page ad 
in all the city newspapers; 
and later the election, Menden, 
president of the B, M. T., had 
the temerity to write to John 
L. Lewis, asking that Lewis 
and the C. I. O. compel the 
Transport Workers Union to 
recognize the "contracts" ! 

Nationally the C. I. O. is 
making great headway, 
the ugh not without struggle 
and bitter fights. The big bos- 
ses are not missing a single 
trick. Many workers have lost 
their fives, shot down without 
a single chance — but that 
hasn't stopped us from fight- 
ing for our right to organize 
in unions of our own choice.. 

M. 

Aug. 11, 1937. 
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SOVIET EXPERT ANALYZES MILITARY ACTIONS 
IN THE NORTH AND ON THE ARAGON FRONT 



By GOLUBIEV 




BELCIIITK - NOW IN COVliHMKNT HANDS 



"The offensive in the north”, 
writes the Soviet military expert 
Qolubiev, in a recent issue of Jz- 
veatia f “marko a considerable 
change in the strategic plans of 
the rebels.” 

Oolubiev analyses the recent mi- 
litary operations in Spain as 
follows: 

"Until now, the rebels have con- 
fined themselves to attempts to 
iatfKct a decisive defeat on the Re- 
public on the Center Front, and 
thus to fin**** the wax in the shor- 
test possible time. Their offensive 
cost the Northern Front and their 
passivity on the Center Front si- 
gnify the desire of the rebel mili- 
tary command first of all to win 
successes on the secondary fronts; 
and then, only after having ga- 
thered together all its forces, to 
attempt to launch an offensive on 
the principal front. 

"As far back as January and 
February of this year, German 
fascism considered this strategy 
to be the only one suitable to 
Franco. If it was not applied un- 
til the end of March, it was only 
because the Italian generals con- 
sidered the taking of Madrid to 
be as easy as that of Malaga, The 
defeat of Guadalajara, however, 
weakened the confidence of the 
Italian generals, and forced them 
to accept the German plan. The 
offensive of the rebels and inva- 
ders on the Northern Front can 
now be divided into three periods. 

THREE PERIODS 

"The first period began with 
the offensive of March 31st, con- 
tinuing until April 30th. The se- 
cond lasted from the last ten days 
in April until July. The last period 
began in August. During the first 
period the rebel Spanish troops 



played the principal part. In the 
second and third periods the ac- 
tion was carried out almost enti- 
rely by regular divisions and re- 
giments of Italian troops, streng- 
thened by German technique. 

"As the invaders and rebels had 
to weaken their activity on the 
Northern Front because of the ac- 
tivity on the Madrid sector, the 
Government command took ad- 
vantage of this to reorganize its 
units and to strengthen its defen- 
ses. But the time which the go- 
vernment command had at its dis- 
posal for this work was extremely 
limited; and a new offensive of 
Italian and rebel troops was laun- 
ched before the loyal forces in the 
north had time to complete the 
job of putting these measures in- 
to effect. 

"The total effective force of the 



Italians and rebels concentrated 
for the offensive against Santan- 
der was from 50,000 to 60,000 men 
(among whom at least 40,000 or 
45,000 were Italians), about 100 
tanks, and from 250 to 300 can- 
non, The success of these Italian 
and rebel troops is certainly of 
great importance for the Northern 
Front of Republican Spain. But 
this does not mean that the war 
will end in favor of the rebefs 
and invaders — far from it. This 
success is the result of the unequal 
effort of the forces of the regu- 
lar Republican army on the diffe- 
rent fronts. The Northern Front, 
where there was great backward- 
ness in apply in;, t he principles 
of regular military organization 
and format! on , was one of the 
weak points in this respect. 

"Another weak point for the 



Republican fumy for a considera- 
ble time was the Eastern Front 
(Aragon), where the organization 
of regular troops met with strong 
opposition on the part of incoo- 
t Tollable and Trotskyist elements. 
But the latest events on this front 
show that these defects are ra- 
pidly on the way toward being 
overcome. At the moment when 
Republican Santander found itself 
in a critical situation, the Eastern 
(Aragon) Front carried out a 
great offensive action. 

<4 BEAT SUCCESSES 

“The first days of this action 
have given the government troops 
great successes, which compensa- 
te in a large measure for the fai- 
lures in the Santander sector. 

"The center of gravity of the 
Spanish struggle still continues to 
be the Madrid front, which has 
so far shown itself to bo un- 
conquerable by the rebels and fo- 
reign Invaders. In the July battles, 
great capacity was shown in lar- 
ge scale offensive actions. Now 
the Aragon front, ever more acti- 
ve and disposing of a powerful 
fighting base, is helping the Cen- 
t*;(' Front. Toe n>ordiii;ite;! actions 
of the government troops of the 
Central and Aragon fronts makes 
it permissable not only to reduce 
I lie success obtained by the rebels 
in the North to zero, but to affirm 
that Republican Spain will be com- 
pletely victorious. 

"Independently of Its final re- 
sult the offensive of the Republi- 
can troops on the eastern front fs 
of very great importance. 

"The strength of the Madrid 
front <lor> n f, t rest only in the fact 
that the- best military units are to 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

Government Unions 
Still Going Strong. 

Dear F: It ’3 hot as hell here 
in Washington, but working in a 
coolish apartment is different from 
tigging dirt 200 yards from the 
fascist lines... News from Spain 
comes to tins city in spasms. Chi- 
na has more of American invested 




'■apiLai, j t. appears. the news- 
papers. a*e fro tiling;, at the month 
tiww::the. war -in»-the.East.. A dam- 
uediimpoilaot spot* ttfcibe sifre, but 
nut so dnipfortant aa td kefl^i aj j. 
fcjpa^aiaJi new&;from us. Of courae, 
wo:£ut. ijuc;W ports. And our ener- 
gy , for 1 sailing ; money, etc./, stays 
apaco.o ;.j ; 

. Beople in town • are worried 
about 9. and; B..i Haven’t; heard 
from them-for. weeks.. Maybe you 
ran help us with a bit of informa- 
tion on thejfcAvhereabouts. Also 
about B. S'.-*' 

The government unions are still 
going strong. Over thirty locals 
have been chartered by the Uni- 
ted Federal Workers of America, 
and more arc on the way. Another 
group — over 5.000 strong — may 
come in en masse. Which will help 
a great deal. 

as for us here, our "Union work 
continues full force during the 
summer months. I’m unemployed, 
but am putting my time to good 
advantage. It seems everybody 
hears T’m not working, hence I 
ran lu lp do this, that, and the 



other thing. They’re running me 
ragged, but it’s the stuff that 
keeps me godng. And there’s so 
much work to be done that one 
almost gets discouraged and falls 
all over himeeJf trying to double 
the pace. But it all works out so- 
mehow, and progress is made... 
Send us a couple of wbrds now 
aiid then. 

Your pal, L. August 19, 1937. 

Learning to Fight With 
Other Workers. 

Dear L: I have been at home fi- 
ve weeks now, and as a matter 
of fact have enjoyed this first va- 
cation in a long time immensely. 
Next week, however, I expect to 
get some definitive word e to my 
chances for reinstatement in the 
W. P. A. T have brought my case 
before the City Projects Council, 
of which I am an individual mem- 
ber, and they have appealed it to 
W. P. A. What a feeling of gra- 
tification I felt when, upon wal- 
king into the union, I could feel 
that all these people were for me, 
that they would help me. Quite a 
different feeling, I assure you. 
from the one I experienced when 




T ran arouhd to all the big shots 
of my department and asked them 
to help me. There I received only 
kind words and kind wishes, but 
no tangible aid This is my first 
personal experience with unions, 
and it fills me with a sense of po- 
wer and pride to realize what 
working people can accomplish 
when joined tokether with others 
to fight for a common interest... 

H. August' 20. 1937. 



FRIENDS 

On August 26th, the British 
Ambassador to China, Sir Hugh 
Knatchbull-Hugesson, was moto- 
ring from Nanking to Shanghai, 
when his car was attacked by 
two Japanese aeroplanes, which 
raked the car with machine-gun 
fire and seriously wounded the 
Ambassador. The British Govern- 
ment subsequently sent a blunt 
note to the Japanese Government, 
of which the following is an ex- 
tract. 

“His Majesty’s Government feel 
that they must take t>d iS oppor- 
tunity to emphasise the wider sig- 
nificance of this event. It is an 
outstanding example of the re- 
sults to be expected from indiscri- 
minate attack from the air. 

’’Such events are inseperable ■ 
from the practice, as illegal as it 
is inhuman, of failing to draw 
that clefcr distinction between 
combatants and non-combatants 
in the conduct of hostilities which 
international law, no less than the 
conscience of mankind, has always 
enjoined. 

“The fact that in the present jia- 
se no actual state of war has been 
declared or expressly recognised 
by either party to exist emphasi- 
ses the inexcusable nature of what 
occurred,” 

Ali who read this stern condem- 
nation must have gaped in asto- 
nishment. 

Could this be the same Govern- 
ment that was so blind to law and 
justice when thousands of defen- 
celess Abysaitiians were slaughte- 
red by the bombs and poison gas 
of ImperiaMtaly ? Could it be the 
same Government as that whose 
official' representative defended 
before the League of Nations the 
rape of Manchuria by Japan, the 
bombardment of Shanghai and 
the slaughter of multitudes of the 




FALL OUT 

Chinese people in 1932 7 Could this 
be the Government that in the 
teeth of the international law and 
consoience of mankind, of which 
it now talks so smoothly, allowed 
Germany and Italy to wage “tota- 




Concrele Entrenchment* Captured 
nt llelchfte. 



litarian” war on the Spanish peo- 
ple; that left unheard the dying 
cries of thousands upon thousands 
of women and children killed by 
German and Italian bombs at Du- 
rango, Guernica and Bilbao and 
by shells from German warships 
at Almeria? 

But the British Government did 
more than express the excellent, 
but somewhat late, sentiments 
above. It presented demands It 
wants an apology, it wants the 
punishment of those responsible, 
and it wants the assurance of the 
Japanese Government that nothing 
of the sort will ever happen again. 

Why this sudden change? 

First, of course, is the fact that 
an Ambassador of the British Em- 
pire can scarcely be placed in the 
same classification as those ano- 
nymous dead in Abyssinia or Chi- 
na, or the women and children of 
Spain. 

And secondly, British Capital 
has over 100 . 000,000 pounds in- 
vested in Shanghai alone, and Ja- 
pan’s “crusade against the com- 
munist menace” in China has dis- 
solved the hope of any profits on 
this and the other huge sums in- 
vested in China for a number of 
years, and a distinct possibility of 
the whole of this investment being 
lost for good. So perhaps we may 
be pardoned for doubting the ge- 
nuineness of the apparent change 
of heart on the part of the British 
Government. In the past, its heart 
has seldom proved as susceptible 
as its pocket. 
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he found there. but also m that 
this front, thank.s to the efforts of 
tlie parties and organisations of 
the People's Front, has the fir- 
mest and best organised hinter- 
land. The condition of the army 
is determined by Ihe condition of 
the hint <rland The base of the 
hinterland of the eastern i Arago- 
nese! front was Catalonia, the 
most industrial and the most eco- 
nomically developed region nl 
Spain. 

’’Catalonia has an industry 
which is capable, by its organisa- 
tion and management, not only of 
providing what. is needed on the 
Aragon front, hut also of being a 
rich source oi technical and mili- 
tary materials for other Republi- 
can fronts. The reason for the 
previous passivity on the Aragon 
fronts was the vvekness of orga- 
nisation in Catalonia, which for a 
long time did not have a discipli- 
ne firmly organised and tempered 
in thp anii-faseist struggle. 

CATALONIA VS BASF 

‘‘The lack of organisation in the 
Catalonian hinterland obliged the 
military units on the Aragon front 
to remain inactive before Ihe nu- 
merous rebel forces. Rut the weak- 
ness of Catalonia as the base of 
the Aragon front and the insuffi- 
cient organisation of the military 
units on this front were not only 
due to the weakness In Catalonia 
itself. They were also due to the 
fact that the central Spanish Go- 
vernment, led at that time by Lar- 
go Caballero, did not take the ne- 
cessary stops to help Catalonia !o 
deal with the unhealthy phenome- 
na which existed there. The Cata- 
lonian situation underwent a ra- 
dical change after the Trotskyist- 
Fascist putsch In May at Barcelo- 
na. This putsch revealed to the 
eves of the mass nf the Catalo- 
nian people, in an exceptionally 
vivid way, the real essence of fa- 
scist espionage in the drive of the 
Trotskyists and the groups of "In- 
ennt rollahles'' whom they drew in 
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INFORMATION REPORT 



During the night of the 23-24 of August began 
our offensive on the Aragon Front. 

Two International Brigades received the order 
to operate join! ly and to take QUINTO DE 
EBRO, an exeptionally important fortified slos- 
tion closing the Saragossa road. 

In the fight, which lasted from the 24th to 
the 2Gth, both brigades fulfilled their tasks to 
perfection. 

IA)SSES OF THE ENEMY: More than 1000 
prisoners and about 350 dead. 

ARMAMENT CAPTURED: Four 10.5 calibre 
guns; two damaged 7.5 gnus; more than 20 auto- 
matic guns and miscellaneous material. 

OUR LOSSES: in both Brigades 269 wounded 
and 50 dead. 

The Commanding General 

WALTER 

August 29th 1937. 

Seal of the 5th Army Corps Division B. 



IN SPAIN 

with them into the putsch. This 
created in Catalonia a situation 
which was favorabU- for the reor- 
ganisation of the whole of the Ca- 
talonian hinterland and front. 

BREAK NOW MADE 

"After the events in May the 
new Negrin Government concer- 
ned itself with this question. The 
results of its work were not long 
in making themselves felt. The 
prolonged absence of Republican 
activity on the eastern front was 
utilised by the rebel command to 
fortify the whole line of front oc- 
cupied by its troops. The first task 
of the Republican forces was to 
break the front fortified by the 
Fascist units and occupy the most 
important sectors. This break has 
been made in the taking of Bel- 
chite, which weakens the whole 
system of rebel fortifications on 
the eastern front, and to some ex- 
tent facilitates the development of 
the Republican operations against 
Zaragoza and Teruel. From the 
beginning of the offensive until 
now, the Republican units have 
advances 15 to 20 kilometres on a 
front of 80 to 100 square kilome- 
tres. We should shortly expect 
fresh activity among the Republi- 
can forces, directed In the first 
place against Zaragoza. The ta- 
king of this town after the fall of 
Belchite would mean a wide stra- 
tegic breach in the whole eastsm 
front of the .rebels, and would be 
a fresh blow to their prestige. 
This explains why Italian and re- 
bel Spanish troops have been 
rushed to the eastern front. 

■*\Yc n: .st expect fighting during 
the coming days between the Re- 
publican troops and these re ser- 
ves. Whatever the result of this 
fighting, the present Republican 
offensive shows that this fro' t, 
which was one of the weakest 
Republican Spain, has moved ii o 
action. We must hope that this ti 
me the Republican command will 
take full advantage of all the pos- 
sibilities.” 




liol r>i|>: . I ton i nnlv cxrrci 

-inpr In'. ritfliL-- n be Higcrr □(». 
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NEGROES 



IN SPAIN 



In July, on the boat with me 
coming* from New York, there was 
a Negro from the far West on his 
way to Spain a a a member of the 
9th Ambulance Corps of the Ame- 
rican Medical Bureau. He was one 
of a dozen In his unit of Ameri- 
can doctors, nurses, and ambulan- 
ce drivers offering their services 
to Spanish democracy. 

When I reached Barcelona a 
few weeks later, in time for my 
tfirst air-ra^d and the sound of 
bombs falling on a big city, one 
of the first people I met was a 
young Porto Rican of color acting 
as interpreter for the Loyalist 
troops. 

A few days later in Valencia, 
I came across twO intelligent 
young colored men from the West 
Indies, Aviators, who had come to 
give their services to the fight 
against Fascism. 

ALL FIGHT FASCISM 

And now, in Madrid, Spain’s 
besieged capital I've met wide- 
awake Negroes from various parts 
of the world. — New York, our 
Middle West, the French West 
Indies, Cuba, Africa — some sta- 
tioned here, others on leave from 
their battalions — all of them 
here because they know that if 
Fascism creeps across Spain, 
across Europe, and then across 
the world, there will be no place 
left for intelligent young Negroes 
at all. In fact, . no decent place for 
any Negroes — because Fascism 
preaches the creed of Nordic su- 
premancy and a world for whites 
alone. 

In Spain, there is no color pre- 
judice. Here in Madrid, heroic and 
bravest of cities, Madrid where 
the. shells of Franco plow through 
the roof-tops at night, Madrid 
where you can take a street car 
to the trenches, this Madrid to 
whose defense lovers of freedom 
and democracy all over the world 
have sent food and money and 
men — here to this Madrid have 
come Negroes from all the world 
to offer their help. 

"DELUDED MOORS” 

On the opposite side of the 
trenches with Franco, in the com- 
pany of the professional soldiers 
of . Germany, and the illiterate 
troops of Italy, are the deluded 



and driven Moors of North Afri- 
ca. An oppressed colonial people 
of color being used by Fascism to 

make a colony of Spain. And they 
are being used ruthlessly, without 
pity. Young boys, men from the 
desert, old men, and even women, 



compose the Moorish hordes 
brought by the reactionaries from 
Africa to Europe in their attempt 
to crush the Spanish people. 

I did not know about the Moor- 
ish women until, a few days 
ago I went to visit a prison 



hospital here in Madrid filled with 
wounded prisoners. There were 
German aviators that bombarded 
the peaceful village of Colmenar 
Viejo and machined-gunned. help- 
less women as they fled along the 
road. One of these aviators spoke 
English. I asked him why he fired 
on women and children. He said 
he was a professional soldier who 
did what he was told. In another 
ward, there were Italians who join- 
ed ed the invasion of Spain becau- 
se they had no Jobs at home. 

WHAT THEY SAID 

But of all the prisoners, I was 
most interested in the Moors, who 
are my own color. Some of them, 
convalescent, in their white wrap- 
pings and their bandages, moved 
silently like dark shadows down 
the hail. Others lay quietly suffer- 
ing in their beds. It was difficult 
to carry on any sort of conversa- 
tion with them because they spoke 
little or do Spanish. But finally, 
we came across a small boy who 
had been wounded at the battle 
of Brunete — he looked to be a 
child of ten or eleven, a bright 
smiling child who spoke some 
Spanish. 

"Where did you come from?”, 
I said. 

He named a town I could not 
understand in Morocco. 

“And how old are you?" 

"Thirteen", he said. 

"And how did you happen to be 
fighting in Spain?” 

BRING MOORISH WOMEN 

Then I learned from this child 
that Franco had brought Moorish 
women into Spain as well as men 
— women to wash and cook for 
the troops. 

"What happened to your mo- 
ther”, I said. 

The child closed his eyes. "She 
was killed at Brunete", he ans- 
wered slowly. 

Thus the Moors die in Spain, 
men, women, and children, vic- 
tims cf Fascism, fighting not for 
freedom - - but against freedom - 
under a banner that holds only 
terror and segregation for all the 
darker peoples of the earth. 

A great many Negroes know 
better. Someday the Moors will 
know better, too. All the Franco’3 
in -the world cannot blow out the 
light of human freedom. 

LANGSTON HUGHES 




Women and Children Leaving Delchite. 



SPANISH STUDENTS PRESENT 
BANNER TO 15th BRIGADE 

The following letter has 'been sent by the University Students Fe- 
deration to the 15th Brigade: 

"University Students Federation (F. U. E.). General Secretariat, Ma- 
drid. "Lagasca”. 

To the 16th International Brigade. 

Dear Comrades: 

The students of the Lagasca Institute, though feeling that this step . 
only represent® the smallest part of tribute which your solidarity de- 
serves, have decided to express our people's gratitude to you by un- 
dertaking the patronage of your Brigade, and to symbolise this action 
with the presentation of a banner. Although the fact that you are 
fighting by our aide is a sufficient sign that, the Justice of our cause 
has reached the hearts of the peoples of all countries, ypur generdus 
courage - is a living example to those democracies which dose their 
eyes with indifference to the titanic struggle of a people who once 
again are echoing the historic .songs of their fight for independence. 
But today it Is not easy to confine within the frontiers of one nation 
the political and social consequences of a violent convulsion, even 
though it has its origin in the treason of a few privileged military 
cliques. When the struggle ends with the victory of the- Spanish Re- 
public, those democracies will realise the beneficial repercussions of 
Uns fresh bloodshed in our history. On that day, comrades of the In- 
ternational Brigades, after a proud farewell, you will be able to re- 
turn to your own countries, offering your example, linked with all 
the bonds of brotherhood to our heroic fighters, as a damning con- 
trast to the conduct of certain others. 

When you accept our simple gift, we ask you to see in its very 
simplicity an expression of the sincerity and warmth of our friendship. 

Our union in true comradeship is the anxious desire of those who 
send you their admiration and cordial Anti-Fascist greetings. 

On behalf of the students of the Section (signed), Camilo Rodriguez - 
Cobacho." 
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THE CHILDREN FROM NOVELDA 



There has been no need to teach 
them one thing; they have seen 
It with their eyes and felt it in 
their hearts: only the "best peo- 
ple" can make a career for them- 
selves. One of them says with a 
delightful innocence : "We too 

have got a right to be engineers, 
and docters, and all the rest that’s 
wanted. That’s why I want to go 
to Russia." 

* 

They were brought from No- 
velda to Valencia. The Ministry of 
Health and the Council of Social 
Assistance asked the Red Aid for 
sixty children to complete the par- 
ties which are going to Russia and 
Mexico, above all for orphans of 
the Militia, and in any case wor r 
kens' children who could not be- 
nefit by remaining in Spain. The 
Executive Committee of Red Aid 
asked the District Committees for 
children. All the children in Spain 
would like to go on these expedi- 
tions. But it was necessary to 
chose. 

* 

The first choice was made. 
Standards and conditions were 
decided on. But the childrens’ ima- 
ginations tried to adjust themsel- 
ves to them. Six. children from 
Novelda who were over the re- 
quired age (from 8 to 13 for the 
U. S. S. R., and from 5 to 13 for 



Mexico) succeeded in getting 
themselves enrolled. They came to 
Valencia. They were thinking of 
nothing but the happy hour when 
they would be able to write from 
the land of Socialism: “We are in 
the Union of Socialist Soviet Re- 
publics: we are working, study- 
ing, and when we come back to 
Spain we shall be real men.” 

+ 

Then it turned out that six of 
the children were over age. They 
were told that they would have to 
go back home. An enquiry was 
made into their means, and it was 
found that they were not precisely 
necessitous cases. Nevertheless 
they had been inspired with an Il- 
lusion, with the finest hope in 
their young lives. Later they 
would have to be satisfied. In the 
meanwhile they would have to go 
home. 

+ 

But the children from Novelda 
not only brought desires and ima- 
ginations. They also brought the 
spirit of rebellion. All of them 
workers’ children, brought up 
amid the silent protest of the op- 
pressed, they considered that the 
hour had come to express it. One 
day tney disappeared from the 
home they where living with other ; 
children. A few minutes later they 



were at the Ministry asking for a 
hearing, with their political com- 
missar at their head: "We’ ve 
come to see what’s happening, to 
find out why we’re not being sent 
to the Soviet Union. It's true 
we're thirteen, but we’re not four- 
teen yet." 

After they had been to the Mi- 
nistry they went to Red Aid an- 
other day. We-saw them arrive in 
marching order. The leader, who 
was the tallest, had a very dis- 
.satifled expression and was wear- 
ing his red shirt. 

"We want to see the responsible 
person”, they said. 

"Which responsible person?” 

"The president, the secretary, 
whichever It is. But we want to 
see someone. Tell them we’re the 
boys from Novelda." 

They made a big impression at 
the Red Aid. Word went round all 
the offices. The typists crowded 
into the corridor to see what 
would happen. The boys came 
along very serious. They all had 
intelligent and determined faces. 
One of them was asked to come 
forward. 

"I am the commissar", he said. 

+ 

The commissar, Francisco Abat, 
was the one with the red shirt. 
He was one of the biggest and 
most resolved among them. He 



entered with all the dignity and 
firmness of a man conscious of 
his responsibility and of the jus- 
tice of his mission. 

‘Tm the Commissar of the No- 
velda boys", he, said, "And we’ve 
come to protest because we’re not 
being sent to Russia with the rest. 
Bigger ones than us are going. 
And we want to know why we’re 
not going." 

* 

In the home they constantly re- 
sort to this comparison. Actually 
there are bigger ones than they 
going, but those are younger. The 
Novelda boys look at them with 
scorn and use them as a weapon. 
They tell us: 

'‘Look at that big ninny. He’s 
about two inches taller than me. 
He’s fat and flabby and no good 
for anything. What sort of an 
engineers la he going to make?" 

They all want to be engineers. 
One of them explains: 

"I want be an engineer because 
I’d like It, and because engineers 
are needed in Spain, and because 
it’s the career of the future.” 

"And why not a lawyer?" 

Pah -a lawyer...! No, they'd all 
laugh at me.” 

* 




SPANISH CHILDREN IN AN INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE CHILDREN’S HOME 



We try to find out their voca- 
tion. Vocation:, that romantic lie 
of bourgeois society. No - the No- 
velda boys want to be this or the\ 
(engineers, pilots, doctors) because 
it is work which is going to be 
useful for the new society. We say 
to one of them : 

"Well, let’s see. A doctor’s work 
is useful and humanitarian. We’re 
always going to need doctors. Why 
would you rather be a pilot?” 
And he tells us why. Sines 
he began to realise what the fight- 
ing was about, he has seen that 
the pilots carry death and victory 
through the air; that the Fascist 
pilots murder our children with 
impunity, and it is the duty of 
the loyal pilots to go up and meet 
them anl frustrate their efimes. 
He has heard people talk about 
the striring battles to the air bet- 
ween our chasers and the German 
and Italian chasers and trimotom. 
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CHILDREN FROM NOVELDA 



and )u» would like to fly In on* of 
tfcoae little white birds of defence 
and liberty. 

* 

» 

Another boy has been list ening 
to us very Intently. His greatest 
wish Is to go to the U. S. S. K. It 
was a dream which he did not 
believe "until he found himself in 
the motor coach which brought 
him to Valencia. In order to get 
Into that coach lie had to subtract 
a few months from his age; now 
he is thinking of what he can do 
10 get on to the boat sis well. He 
heard us asking about the medical 
profession and thought: 

“If they want doctors!. .” 
Perhaps it was with thla in 
mind that he told us he wanted to 
be a doctor. The others laughed. 
One of them remarked: 

“If somebody gets ill. you’ll have 
to look after him.” 

■h 

They have all acquired a great 
ense of discipline... except when 
they are told they must go honue- 
The commissar, whom they them- 
.s.'lves elected during the journey, 
takes care that thj others behave 
themselves well, although never so 
well as the women in charge of 
the dormitories wouid like. Very 
seriously he tells us that he spent 
sleepless nights because a com- 
rade was ill and he had to stay by 
his bedside to tell the comrade in 
charge of the home every time the 
patient wanted something. He 
speaks in an almost fatherly tone 
which contrasts with his size and 
his mischievous expression. And 
when Mary tries to make him 



understand the necessity of res- 
pecting the orders of superiors; ef 
being disciplined and behaving 
like a real young soldier, he re- 
plies In a self possessed, serious 
way, attempting to refute the ar- 
guments which stand In the way 
of him going to the Soviet Union: 
"Why, exactly, do you want to 
go to the U. S. S. R. ?” 

"Because the U. S. S. R. Is the 
country of today and tomorrow ; 
because when I come back to 
Spain I shall be a man and teach 
my comrades what we don't know 
now; because there are no pos- 
sibilities here." 

* 

Another 9f them, Vicente Vaillo, 
joins in the conversation. He beg- 
ins by showing us his membership 
cards of the U. G. T. the United 
Youth and the S. R. I. We say te 
him : 

"liook, you’re already growing 
up, and in Spain too we are fight- 
ing for a society in which all chil- 
dren will have the opportunity of 
studying and "becoming men”. 
But we've got to fight to create 
this society. And I've seen boys 
like you at the front. But let’s 
suppose that there's no reason for 
boys going to the front...” 

“No. no”, interrupts the boy, 
“There isn't any reason for them 
to go to the front, while there are 
so many men hanging bout here 
wearing ties, and no one knows 
what they’re doing...” 

* 

A small boy with a quiet, intel- 
ligent face joins in. He is not one 



of those who are excluded from 
the expedition. He puts In his 
word when he thinks the moment 
is ripe. 

"I’d go to the front", he s&ya, 
'Td go to win the war and then 
come back to settle things with 
the men around here..." 

"Yes”, we Interrupt, "But the 
war isn't won only at the front. 
And what about those who have 
work to do behind the lines?" 

"I’m not talking about them/’, 
he explains “I know the war has 
to be fought behind the lines ,&s 
well. But there are a lot who do 
nothing except live on the fat of 
the land like the gentlemen used 
to..." 

* 

Those children argue like men. 
Those children want to go to Rus- 
sia. We tell them: 

“Suppose you're sent to another 
country.” 

They think of France, England, 
Mexico. They also think of wait- 
ing in the homes of Red Aid until 
another expedition is organised. 

Anything except going home. 
One of them says: 

"It cost my mother tears of 
blood to let me come. And now...” 

Rather than go home, they say, 
they will run away to the front. 
They will throw themselves out of 
the lorry, they will go here, there 
and anywhere. Already one of 
them is of stealing along to the 
quay, creeping into the boat, and 
being on his way to Russia before 
they find out...” 

LINE NOVAS 

llth April, 1937. 



American Press on 
Events in China 

WASHINGTON (Aug. 20). - 
"The Washington Post" has pu* 
blished a sharp article on Japa- 
nese aggression in China. Neve* 
in history, according to the article, 
has there been such open, Insoleat 
agressive action, undertaken in 
complete defiance of woi 4 d civili- 
zation, as the present attack by 
the Japanase on Shanghai* Japan, 
writes this paper, will never suc- 
ceed In Justifying this crime. The 
majority of Americans, thq paper 
further points out, hope that the 
Japanese invaders of Shanghai 
will receive a severe set-baak and 
that the Chinese will show them- 
selves sufficiently strong to put 




an and to the present Japanese 
aggression. 

The paper points out that the 
Department of State has refrained 
from invoking the neutrality le- 
gislation and in this reflects the 
anti- Japanese sentiment a of the 
American people. The American 
people don't want the government 
to take such actions as would fa- 
cilitate the Japanese efforts to 
Invade and grab China. The Ame- 
rican people “know that Japan, 
six years ago, delivered a crushing 
blow against the machinery to 
maintain world peace and attemp- 
ted to destroy quite consciously 
the influence of the League of Na- 
tions; they know that Japan in 
this manner cleared the road for 
the Italian conquest of Ethiopia 
and for the present Halo-German 
intervention in Spain; they know 
that if Japanese aggression proves 
successful it will lead to other 
countries now kept in bounds 
following the example of Japan in 
other parts of the world until 
finally even the U. S. A. will be 
involved In the conflict”. 




Soviet Plane Which Made the Long Flight Over ibe North Pole. 
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TOWARDS A WORLD ANTI-FASCIST FRONT 

DE BROUCKERE, PRESIDENT OF SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL, VISITS SPAIN 




On Tuesday, August 6th, Louis 
De Brouckfcre, President of the 
Socialist International, spoke to 
the French troops of the 14th Bri- 
gade. 

The setting, medieval and re- 
dolent of the old regime, re- 
miniscent of the fallen power of 
the kings and of the clergy, ad- 
ded a peculiar flavor to an event 
the Importance of which cannot 
be exaggerated. But overwhelm- 
ing the old monarchical atmos- 
phere, there was a whole repre- 




sentation of a new world, of a 
world In the making. 

In a hotel built for the comfort 
and delectation of bourgeois tou- 
ristdom attracted to the spot to- 
gape upon the many and surpris- 
ingly well kept relics of the past, 
were gathered soldiers and offi- 
cers of the International Briga- 
des, officials of the Spanish Po- 
pular Front Government officers 
of the Spanish Popular Army, re- 
presentatives of the Communist 
and of the Socialist Internationals. 
The date of the meeting, happe- 
ned to be the day on which the 
Soviet Union's note to the Italian 



Fascist Government concerning 
the sinking of Soviet Merchant 
ships was made public. And in 
that day, with the Soviet Union 
openly challenging the piratical 
government of Mussolini, the 
speech of De Brouckfcre took on 
added importance. 

COMMANDER PRESIDES 

The meeting was opened with 
a brief but telling Introduction by 
Commander Dumont, who stated 
plainly but forcefully that, the old 
rivalries between Communist and 
Socialist in civilian and pre-civil 
war time had transformed them- 
selves into competitions between 
them in the quality of the work 
performed. Then Bastien, poli- 
tical Commissar for the Franco- 
Belgian Battalion, took up the 
slogan originated by De Brouckfi- 




re In Belgium, "To Unite or to 
die”, and, expressing admiration 
for the slogan and for Its origi- 
nator, welcomed him ,in the name 
of the Brigade. 



gian Socialist Party stated very 
plainly that If he did not remain 
in Spain to fight last year, when 
he came to Madrid in August, it 
was because of his advanced age 
(68), his weight, (over 250 
pounds) — De Brouckfere is six feet, 
four inches tall — and chiefly be- 
cause the present Minister of 
War, Indalecio Prieto, asked him 
,to return to Belgium and there 
to take up the fight in behalf of 
the Spanish Popular Front Go- 
vernment. 

DE BROUCKERE’S SPEECH 

His subsequent statements fol- 
low: 

“I am In favor", he said. "Of 
liberty, of all liberties, by which 
I mean peace and the emancipa- 
tion of the proletariat... We In 
Spain are faced with a war which 
is both one of invasion and a ci- 
vil war. The two are being 
fought simultaneously, and wha- 
tever development this war may 
have, we shall see that this two- 
fold character of the war will be- 
come general, because more and 
more we shall see that these wars 
are wars of International Fascism 
against the International Popu- 
lar forces... I have followed the 



events In Spain and everything 
which happened elsewhere as a 
consequence of Spanish events. 
I have arrived at the conclusion 
that international aid for Spain 
can be organized, because besides 
the class interests which are in 
danger today, we have also the 
national interests which must be 
defended. 

"International Fascism, which 
today is invading Spain, is not on- 
ly the enemy and the executioner 
of the Spanish people, but is also 
the enemy of the French farmers 
and of the French small busin- 




nesnoen, and of the British com- 
mercial Interests... These inte- 
rests are in danger because the 
governments of these two nations 
have allowed International law to 
be flouted with impunity. Res- 
pect for International law must 
be Imposed. A Union of demo- 
cratic nations must bo formed. 



The Grand Old Man of the Bel- 




De Brouckere Creeling Member* of the 14th International Brigade, 
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INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 
HONORED IN MADRID 



All the progreeslve parties must 
see to it that a mobilization of 
popular opinion takes place for 
the purpose of convincing the Go- 
vernment, to take immediate and 
energetic action against fascism. 
And if these governments cannot 
be convinced to take action, then 
this same popular opinion, mobi- 
lized on an international scale, 
must become - strong enough to 
compel the Government to take 
action... 

“UNITE OR 1HK” 

"We must unite or die. But 
this unification process must be 
the result of patient and careful 




LOUIS DE BROLH KFm , 



work; and not limited to the two 
political parties, which can be 
called functionalized, that is of 
the Communist and the Socialist 
Parties. This unification must 
include all the popular forces in 
the fight against fascism. This 
Union must be of an internatio- 
nal character, because the task 
is an international one." 

Two days previously De Brouc- 
k&re spoke In Aibacete. There 




in the Casa del Pueblo, De Broue- 
* 

kfere addressed a large delegation 
of the International Brigades and 
unreservedly expressed admiration 
for the Soviet Union which alone, 
l hrough i ts help, made possible 
U?e stemming of the tide which 
w** hurTIng the 3panish unarmed 
militias across Spain and to even- 
tual defeat. There in Aibacete 



he developed at greater length 
the question of international as- 
sistance to Spain and against fas- 
cism as "h whole. Pointing out 
the neglect of the League of Na- 
tion, he stated that the democra- 
tic countries (France, Great Bri- 
tain, the U. S. S. R. and the Uni- 
ted States) will be the powers 
which will decide the final battle. 
The other nations although small 
and therefore of relative impor- 
tance, can also bring their con- 
tribution to the common fight. But 
because the United states is so far 
away, the deciding and most im- 
portant voice will be that of Great 
Britain and of France, because 
they are the ones in most imme- 
diate danger. 

We know full well, said De 
Brouckfcre, that the British con- 
servative government has sympa- 
ties for Franco, but now with fas- 
cism in- its insolence sinking the 
ships of these countries, we see 
our fondest hopes being realized 
and a change of attitude of these 
countries because they cannot af- 
ford that there should be built 
over the corpse of Spain a mena- 
ce to their independence. 

United States Will Not 
Recognize "Bellige- 
rent Rights" of Franco 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (Sept. 5).— 
The Government of the United 
States has rejected the proposal 
formulated recently by Uruguay 
that the U. S. associate itself with 
the recognition of the belligerent 
rights of the Spanish rebels. 

* 

Secretary of State Hull has de- 
clared to representatives of the 
press that on the problem of na- 
vigation in the Mediterranean, all 
that the United States could do at 
■he present is to warn Us ships of 
all classes that the danger on that 
sea has increased as a result ( f 
recently noted incidents. 

He also stated that “the Un^ed 
States has called the attention of 
''non-intervention” countries to the 
fact that North America has not 
recognized Franco’s ^rights as a 
belligerent, and that the U. 3- A., 
despite the fact that it dees not 
I a i fdcipute in the work of the Lon- 
h :ii Committee, follows with great 
interest and sympathy the efforts 
of the European nations to limit 
the effects of the Spanish Civil 
War”. 



The meeting held in the Monu- 
mental Theatre last, Sunday, July 
5th, took place amidst an enthu- 
siasm which showed the feelings 
of the Madrilenos towards the In- 
ternational Brigades. 

Held under the auspices of the 
Socorro Rojo International and 
for the purpose of paying homage 
to the Brigades who are now in 
the hottest and Incidentally the 
most victorious fighting this war 
of liberation lias yet seen, the 
meeting was addressed by Luigi 
Gallo; Inspector General for the 
International Brigades; Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ortega; Arthur, Co- 
missar of Organization for the 
Brigades; F61ix Gal&n, of the So- 
cialist Party; Osorio Tafall of the 
Left Republican Party; Isidoro 
Di£guez of the Communist Party; 
Bonnet of the International Red 
Aid of France, and Ant6n, Politi- 
cal Commissar for the Army of 
the Center. 

Ortega reminded the people of 
Madrid that those who make light 
of the help given by the Interna- 
tional Brigades should be remin- 
ded of the tragic days of last No- 
vember, when the fascist hordes 
were rapidly advancing towards 
Madrid, pushing on the militia who 
in spite of all their courage could 
not stem the invading tide becau- 
se of the lack of discipline and or- 
ganization in their lines. It was 
the International Brigades, said 
Ortega, who taught discipline and 
organization to the Spanish ar- 



ray by their example and courage. 
Antdn, who was not. scheduled 

to apeak, but did ao at the ixuskh 
tent request -of the audience, de- 
cided to. address the meenng not 
as a political Commissar but as a 
Madrileflo. And as a MadrUeflo be 
opened, by thanking the members 




Boli lira] Oimmissur ANTON. 



cf the International Brigades for 
the help they gave in the saving 
of Madrid. He said that Spain 
knows and never will forget the 
men of the Brigades, and conclu- 
ded with the promise that when 
Spain is freed of this invasion’ the 
Spanish Volunteers for Liberty 
will be going with all the others 
to Rome and to Berlin and there 
put an end to the last remnants 
of Fascist power. 




Qninto, After We Broke Through, 
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TROTSKYIST TR A 



I T O RS 



♦ 



TV fotknrtng letter is from a 
ffHwhw of the Independent La- 
bour Party who came to Spain an 
a volunteer in January and joined 
the P. O. V. M militia. 

* 

I waa a Socialist, although 1 
had not always followed a clear 
policy. It was logical, however, 
that when Fascism made Its cri- 
ntinal attach, on the People’s Re- 
pubttc of Spain, I, together with 
other workers, should come to 
take’ part In the great struggle. 

I arrived In Spain on January 
II, 1987, with a contingent of vo- 
lunteers from the British Inde- 
pendent Labour Party, and 1 In- 
tended to go to Madrid. But for 
reasons which I do not know, we 
stopped at the Lenin Barracks In 
Barcelona. These barracks were 
controlled T>y the Worker’s Party 
of Marxist Unification (P. O. 
U. M.). 

The only thing we did was to 
go on a dally march to and from 
a nearby field, which Infuriated 
the group of Englishmen, who 
were only a small minority. At 
last we went with the P. O. U. M. 
Urifltla to the Alcublerre sector 
on the Aragon front, under the 
command of Commander Kopp. 
In this position I noticed the first 
signs that something strange was 
happening. 

FOOD SUPPLIES VANISH 

Food and other supplies were 
very scarce, and on investigating 
we discovered that although the 
moles left the base at Aleubierro 



fully loaded, by the time they rea- 
ched the front lines the best of 
everything had disappeared. Al- 
though this was proved, nothing 
was done to prevent it and no an 
quftry was held. What was done 
with all that went astray? I think 
this deserves an explanation. 

Every night at avout n o’clock, 
the comrades who were on guard 
beard the noise of the cart and 
saw its light. It moved up bet- 
ween our positions on the left and 
the Fascist lines. We received or- 
ders not to fire on this light and 
we were absolutely forbidden to 
waylay It or investigate the mat- 
ter. Our leaders gave us*-no satis- 
factory explanation, and no one 
appeared to know anything about 
this mysterious cart, except that 
it used to enter the enemy lines 
without being fired on. 

Once during a skirmish in the 
daytime we discovered, on the 
route over which the cart had 
followed, a hut which showed 
signs — cigar packets, chocolate 
wrapping, etc.— of having been oc- 
cupied regularly by the Fascists 
and their people. 

TRANSFERRED TO HUESCA 

We planned to trick their 
watchfulness at the first opportu- 
nity and follow the cart, but at 
ulght all our plans were brought 
to nought, as we were transfered 
to the Huesca sector. 

And these things happened In 
the so-called Anti-Fascist Militia 
of the P. O. U. M. 

In Huesca the shortage of food 
continued. We were very badly 



off for clothes, and one day at the 
supply depot at Montflorite, 
which was their base, I saw ail 
order to deliver to us 75 sets ol 
soldiers’ clothes, which were cal- 
led “fishermens’ suits” here. Dur- 
ing the weeks which followed ono 
or the other of ns wandered round 
the depot to grab them when they 
arrived, but they never did arrive. 




Very soon afterwards I had evi- 
dence of the same thing at Bar- 
bas tro, a town about 25 klloihetres 
further to the rear. 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIONS 

One would like to believe at 
least that the Commander was 
above all suspicion; but Comman- 
der Kopp used to say that he had 
been In Huesca while the Fascists 
were occupying it. 

On another occasion, precisely 
a night when we were advancing, 
a patrol saw Kopp barefacedly 
jumping over the barbed wire and 



returning from the Fascist Ism. 

And from the political asp set 
as well, the P. O. U. M. was work- 
ing In favour of Fascism. The 
political reports which their re- 
presentatives gave were MB of 
humbug and gave us cause to be- 
lieve that workers were going to 
be rapidly crushed in the hinter- 
land, and that a period of terror 
was being prepared. 

Various reports of bloody re- 
pression of the workers in the 
rear reached us from time to ti- 
me, and the reasons which were 
given to explain the shortage- of 
arms was that the Government 
waa trying to annihilate the ndH- 
Ua of the P. O. U. M. 

DISCOVERS THE TRUTH 

If I had had a more complete 
politico! training, perhaps I should 
not have allowed myself to be 
drawn along by all this nonsensi- 
cal talk; hut unfortunately In my 
political Ignorance I lei myself 
be led into the crime of joining 
In the struggle instigated against 
the Anti-Fascist Government in 
the streets of Barcelona. 

Then I realised that the many 
rifles, machine guns and tanks, 
which we had at our disposal In 
such vast quantities In Barcelona, 
were all the arms for which we 
had longed so much at the front, 
and that the real reason for the 
shortage of arms at the front 
was this Illegal arsenal of arms 
stolen by the P. O. V. M. and 
other elements. How glad I am 
that at the end of two days I 
had sufficient sense to see a little 
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more clearly the criminal bu- 
siness which was being perpetra- 
ted by the P. O. XT. M. and some 
of their friends, and extricated 
myself from it without having 
stained my hands with the blood 
of the real Anti-Fascist workers. 



OPEN FRATERNIZATION 

On my return to the front I 
found open fraternisation reigned 
between the forces of the P. O. 
XJ. M. and the Fascists: writing 
paper, tobacco, drinks, etc., were 
being exchanged. 

Our position was 150 yards 
from the Fascist trenches, and in 
spite of the fact that they were 
constantly asking us to go over 
to them, we were ordered not to 
reply to their fire. 

At that time the miiitia on 
the Aragon front were relieved by 
the People's Army, and among 
the P. O. XJ. M. forces it was ru- 
moured that when the moment ca- 
me for our relief the order would 
be glveD to resist the People's Ar-> 
my with force. 

But every day I realised more 
and more the part which ( he 
P. O. V . M. was playing in fa- 
vour of Fascism, and together 
with my friend Arthur I asked for 
ray discharge. It is not necessary 
to give in detail all their excuses, 
except that the front was weak 
and not a single man could leave- 
whtch were used to explain their 
refusal. Nevertheless the P. O. 
XJ. M. authorities gave permission 
to an American Trotskyist, H. 
Milton, to go to Valencia* 



REFUSED TO FIGHT FRIENDS 

Arthur and myself refused to 
take up arms under the command 
of the P. O. U. M. and against 
the Spanish Government, and we 
offered to work on fortifications 
which were very necessary in our 
sector. The P. O. XJ. M. answe- 
red by threatening us with pri- 
son and the firing aquad. We 
fled to Barbastro and hid there 
for nine days until a friend toid 
us that things had been arranged 
for us. We returned to the 
front, and three weeks later we 
were relieved by the People's Ar- 
my without any incident. Then 
the Workers' Party of Marxist 
Unification seemed to have a 
great deal of Interest in getting 
rid of us, and gave us our dis- 
charge at once. 

.And that was the end of my 
experiences in the P. O. U. M. mi- 



INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 
CITED FOR TAKING QUINTO 

Following the storming of Quinto, in the Aragon offensive, the. 
15th and 11th Brigades received a telegram from General Walter, in 
Command of the 35th Division, conveying the congratulations of Ge- 
neral Pozas, Commander of the Army of the East. The telegram 
from General Walter, which is here printed in full, is in effect a cita- 
tion for bravery in action on the part of these two International Bri- 
gades: 

“The General in Command of the Army of the F.ast, in his telegram 
of yesterday, addresses us as follows: 

"I send my most enthusiastic congratulations to all the Command- 
ers, officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers in that brave Di- 
vision, and especially to yourself and to the 11th and 15th Brigades, 
for the heroism and fighting spirit shown in the brilliant action of 
the taking of Quinto — an episode of great importance for the triumph 
of our cause which, 1 am sure, these forces will even surpass with new 
victories as important as this last. Forward, the 35th Division! — PO- 
ZAS. General in Command/’ 

"I am very glad to add my own warmest congratulations to these, 
hoping that in the coming days the 35th Division will surpass itself,, 
if possible — winning brilliant and decisive victories which are the 
motto of the glorious Army Corps to which we belong.- -WALTER, 
General in Command of the 35th Division." 



REFUGEE KIDS 
GET HELP 
FROM U. S. 



VALENCIA.— The first Ameri- 
can-supported home for refugee 
children in Spain was inaugura- 
ted recently when a group of fifty 
children arrived at the Thomas 
Jefferson home in Can Toni Gros, 
Catalonia. The home, a magnifi- 
cent country villa north of Barce- 
lona in the lower Pyrenees has 
■obtained the full financial support 
of the American United Youth 
Commitee for a period of at least 
one year. 

As the children arrived at their 

p 

destination after there day’s jour- 
ney from Madrid in one of the 
evacuation trucks of the British 
Evacuation Service, they cheered 
and sang for the young Ameri- 




litia, whose Fascist role Is seen 
cieariy in the above. I must ad- 
mit that’ I needed a great dcai of 
time to realise the truth, and that 
it was only external events which 
made me consider the question 
more deeply and sec it in its true 
light. But I should never have 
fallen into these errors if I had 
given more attention to my poli- 
tical education. 

As I said at the beginning, the- 
se circumstances weakened my 
faith in the socialist movement. But 
now 1 understand that in spite of 



i 



these backward steps and the 
treachery of certain leaders in 
whom I had confidence at that 
time, we workers must carry on 
the struggle, and now with grea- 
ther experience, I hope to play a 
useful part in the fight against 
Fascism and the fight for Socia- 
lism. 

Long live the Republic of the 
Spanish People! 

Long live the victory of the 
workers of the world! 

Salud! 

,f . A. FRANFOHD 



cans who had made possible this 
new home, safe from bombard- 
ments. The next morning they 
wrote to their parents in Madrid 
describing their new country ho- 
me. 

Most of the children have ne- 
ver lived outside Madrid. They 
soon scattered in the fields to 
watch the peasants bring in the 
harvest of wheat and potatoes. 
Many of the children were thin 
after almost nine months’ siege 
in Madrid, but gained weight be- 
fore the month was over. 

The first American colony is 
under the control of the Spanish 
Ministry of Education which has 
established similar homes for al- 
most fifty thousand children from 
Madrid, Estremadura, and Mala- 
ga since the outbreak of hostilities. 
There are now almost twenty iv»- 
nios supported from abroad, chie- 
fly from England, Belgium, Hol- 
land. France. Norway, Sweden, 
and America. In the United Sta- 
tes campaigns have been started 
to raise money for at least fifteen 
more homes, while Canada has 
l>egun to raiee money to support 
five hundred children in a Cana- 
dian Children’s Colony. There arc 
already two international chil-. 
dren’s villages,, \ H Can Toni Gros 
and Puigc^fdfci and others are 
planned. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH ALVAREZ DEL VAYO 



Alvarez del V&yo la one of the 
moat beloved men In Spain today 
aa well aa on* of the most impor- 
tant Aa Commissar of War, hla 
la the task of molding the political 
and moral character of the Popu- 
lar Army, of keeping its ideal and 
sentiments geared to those of the 
people. Aa former Minister of Fo- 
reign Affair*, his opinions are still 
of great weight in that ministry. 
Ajb a leading left-wing Socialist, 
previously identified with Caba- 
lleror-bia eloquent advocacy of the 
united party of the proletariat, 
has made him a key figure in the 
relations of the Socialist and Com- 
munist Parties. 

We caught him in between in- 
terviewing a delegation from the 
Syndicalist Party and engagement, 
to ad re 8s the graduates of the 
School of the War Commissariat. 
We addressed some questions to 
Mm that we knew would interest 
the comrades in the International 
Brigades. 

UNITY ESSENTIAL. 

"Unity", he declared, in answer 
to the query that came promptest 
to- our mind, “must be seen against 
a perspective of a Jong struggle 
before victory is Assured. This 
would not be so if the enemy were 
not supported by the fascist sta- 
tes and if the democratic powers 
were not indifferent* With this in 
mind it becomes imperative to 
have unity of the nation, and a 
united proletarian party will aid 
this. It will be a powerful party 
and thus be better able to carry 
through the will of the oountry. It 
will suppress the inevitable pola- 
rization that occurs when parties, 
in order to preserve their existen- 
ce, polemic! se against one another. 




Annlhvr Hu*ui*n Atrocity! Tliev've 
Si nli*ii nur North (wlr! 



The masses in-Spain wanted uni- 
ty even before the outbreak of the 
rebellion. The latter has persua- 
ded the Socialist Party executive 
of the advantages of unity. The 
United Party will not be used 



against other proletarian groups, 
but will aid the harmonious wor- 
king together of all parties and 
trade unions. I am of course for 
the unity .of the U.G.T. and C.N.T., 
but realism compels me to state 
that united action will have to 
precede the stage that th^ Com- 
munist and Socialist parties have 
now achieved. I think only through 
unity can Spain win the war. It is 
a demand of the war." Comrade 
del Vayo is a man of feeling and 
deep conviction, and it required 
no shewdniss on our part to dis- 
cern that unity for Comrade del 
Vayo was no opportunistic, poli- 
tical pose, but something in which 
his whole being was involved. 

IMPORTANCE STRESSED 

Comrade del Vayo's emphasis 
on unity as a pre-condition of win- 
ning the war is borne out by com- 
ments made by H. V. Kaltenborn, 
the radio commentator for the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System who 
recently visited rebel Spain. He 
was told theta by leading fascists 
that if the war* was to be decided 
on a military basts, even their (l. 



e. fksoist) opinion was that it 
would endure for two years. But 
that fascist leaders were banking 
upon the break-up of the Popular 
Front and incidents such as^the 
uprising of May* 



And the obverse of this is what 
is happening in the rebel rear- 
guard. Logically, Comrade del Va- 
yo pointed out, there should be a 
correspondence between rebel mi- 
litary successes in Bilbao and 
around Santander and the morale 
of the rebel forces and rearguard. 
"But here in the Commissariat of 
War we receive daily reports not 
only on the increasing number of 
desertions from Franco, but of 



the thousands who are only wai- 
ting for an opportunity to desert. 
In the rearguard, of the fascist* 
we all know what troubles they 
are having.” Our slogan, added 
the Commissar, that ours is a war 
of national independence, has be- 
gun to have Its effect upon the re- 
bel rearguard in the awakening of 
patriotic sentiment among the 
Spanish rebels. 

BASES FOR UNITY 

A corollary of unity on the Lo- 
yalist side, said del Vayo, is the 
broadening of the present base of 
the Government to include rep- 
presentation of the C.N.T. But 
there can be no collaboration whe*- 
re anarchist ministers give assu- 
rances of one kind and the anar- 
chist masses act otherwise. The 
only basis for collaboration is the 
keeping of agreements. 

We asked Comrade del Vayo 
about the indictment of unifica- 
tion as just a measure Whereby 
the Communist Party absorbs 
the other. He pointed out that 
the Communist Party in its letter 
to the Socialist Party, stated 
that unity should he achieved fn 
such a way that no individual and 
no tendency in the Socialist Party 
should be excluded. 

The Communist Party apprecia- 
tes that the Socialist Party in 
Spain has an enormous tradition 
behind it, and that it has nurtu- 
red many of the trade union lea- 
der*. The Communists declare that 
these trade union militants will 
form the best cadres for the Uni- 
ted Party. We must also remem- 
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ber the example of the united 
party In Catalonia where the na- 
me Socialist was retained and 
where the two outstanding lea- 
ders, Comoro ra and Vidiella, were 
members of the Socialist Party 
before unification. 



AID FROM I . S. S. R. 

We then broached a delicate 
subject, namely, those who accu- 
se the present Government of des- 
troying the gains of the July 18 
revolutionary upsurge, “I cannot 
waste any time denying assertions 
of pressure from the U.S.S.R. They 
have given us splendid aid. They 
never have tried and they know 
they cannot direct Spanish policy. 
Spain will decide for itself what 
is best for her. It would be to 
fall into demagogy to try now to 
decide how Spain Is going to be 
to morrow. I believe that the 
program of the United Party must 
be very concretely related to the 
present war and economic situa- 
tion.” 

"It is insane to say Spain is 
not going in a revolutionary di- 
rection. Only look at the coun- 
try and one can see that it Is not 
the capitalist Spain of 1936. But 
we cannot allow ourselves the lu- 
xury of socio-economic experim- 
ents. The revolution Is there, but 
the first condition of vinnlng the 
revolution la winning the war. If 
we do not win the war we can 
make a fine revolution on paper 
sitting dround caf6 tables In 
Paris.” 



MAY REBELLION CRIMINAL 

Conserning the P. O. U. M. t 
Comrade Del Vayo is awaiting 
the trial. But he asserted em- 
phatically that the May rebellion 
was criminal, and that' there can 
be no question but that the P. O. 
U. M. organ, "Batalla”, openly in- 
cited to rebellion, and that the 
speches of Nin before the upris- 
ing called for rebellion. 

The interview ended with Com- 
rade Del Vayo telling us of his 
recent visit to the Madrid front. 
"Although I spoke only of» mili- 
tary matters, H was very signifi- 
cant that I was welcomed all over 
by tremendous shouts of "Long 
Live Unity". The sildiers at the 
front feel moat keenly the needs 
of war. And they reflect the ge- 
neral atmosphere behind Loyalist 
lines. — UNITY,” 

-Jf. P. h. 



POPULAR 

VALENCIA. — Popular Culture, 
the name of the association that 
is brightening the days of many 
wounded in the hospitals and 
bringing pleasure to thousands of 
soldiers at the front, is formed 
from an amalgamation of the cul- 
tural sections of more than nine 
other organisations. The Left Re- 
publicans, the Socialist Youth, the 
C. N, T. (the Anarchist trade union 
federation), the Spanish Fedara- 
tioo of School Teachers — every 
large anti-fascist organisation is 
represented in Popular Culture. 

When the war began last July, 




Radio Scvillr. 



Popular Culture instantly esta- 
blished a central office in Ma- 
drid, obtained the use of two 
trucks, and began its work on the 
fronts. Not the least part of this 
work has been propaganda direc- 
ted at the enemy. In the early 
days of the attacks on Madrid the 
Popular Culture truck distribut- 
ed about half a million leaflets 
giving a true account of the war 



CULTURE 

to the soldiers on the rebel side. 
This work was often carried out 
under enemy fire. 

CULTURAL TRUCK 

The next job was to equip one 
of the trucks with a machine for 
printing, a wireless set, and a 
small film projector, as well as a 




comprehensive library. With this 
equipment the truck of Popular 
Culture began its tour of the 
fronts. Since that day its work 
has grown out of recognition. In 
the place o € the one small library 
it has collected many thousand 
books from which it Has selected 
130.000 considered suitable for the 
soldiers and wounded. With these 
it has set up libraries in all parts 
of the fronts, in the barracks, in 
hospitals, children’s homes. In ad- 
dition to this it has established 
"Comers of Culture” in many 
hospitals where books, gramopho- 




nes, and records are kept, lectures 
and film shows given, meetings 
held. A dramatic section has also 
been founded in connection with 




Tank). Kt>II Tovvm*i|- Mt-iliaua. 







■ Don't be a dope! Setl bomb*, not bond*.. 



the "Barraca” theatre, an amateur 
travelling company directed by 
the famous poet Garcia Lorca un- 
til his death at the hands of the 
Fascists. 




SAVES ART TREASURES 

Popular Culture has done a 
great deal of work in saving the 
national trasures of Spain. It was 
instrumental in saving the books* 
from the second most valuable li- 
brary in Spain, that of the Facul- 
ty of Philosophy and Letters at 
University City, Madrid. 

In addition to the 248 libraries 
they have created, the film sho- 
ws, and other valuable works Po- 
pular Culture distributes about 
25.000 newspapers daily; gives re- 
gular radio talks for soldiers and 
patients in the hospitals; and helps 
the soldiers produce their own 
newspapers. They organised the 




Children's Exhibition of antifas- 
cist da -a wings, which will be 
shown later in England and the 
United States. Their work both at 
the front and in the rear guard 
has been invaluable, and the spi- 
rit in which it is carried out ie 
best expressed by their own slo- 
gan: "The rifle of today is the 
guarantee of the culture of tomo- 
rrow". 

M. M. 

DIANA <U. G. T.). — Lam. t. Madrid 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING BEHIND FRANCO’S LINES? 



Young Spaniard, Captured Near Irun, 
Escapes from Fascist Lines at 
Brunete, and Answers This 

Question 



The following article li part of 
a short-wave broadcast made to 
the United States and Canada, 
over Station E A B, on Tuesday, 
September, 7th. 

* 

One of the big questions in the 
minds of Americans, these days, 
Is : “What is happening behind 
Franco's lines? What la happen- 
ing in the territory now held by 
the Fascists?” It Is important to 
understand what occurs in the 
fascist rear, not only to possess 
an accurate picture of fascist 
strength or weakness, but also to 
know the maximum fighting po- 
wer of Republican Spain today. 
Here, In Spain, of course, we can 
observe almost at first-hand what 
occurs in fascist-held territory. 
We know how the arrogance of 
Mussolini's officers and the domi- 
neering traits of Hitler's officers 
and men clash even with the Span- 
ish fascists. On many occasions 
we have heard the noise of heavy 
fighting behind enemy lines. 
There have been frequent revolts 
in fascists-held territory, espe- 
cially since the powerful July of- 
fensive of our People’s Army on 
the Madrid front. And now, with 
the victorious advance of the Lo- 
yalist soldiers in Aragon, we can 
expect further, and bigger rifts, 
further rebellions within rebell- 
ions, in the fascist areas. There 
are, in addition to all of this, our 
partisan units carrying on const- 
ant and effective guerilla warfa- 
re behind enemy lines; but their 
activities, for obvious reasons, 
cannot be spoken of at present. 

If you were here in Spain to- 
day, you could check up on these 
thin gs for yourself. A day’s ride 
from Madrid would take you tb 
any of a number of fronts. There 



you would be able to hear the 
commotion of battle, the flash 
and sound of rifle- machine-gun-, 
and artillery -fire; directed not 
only against government lines but 
against some objective deep within 
fascist territory. But the fascists’ 
fighting among themselves Is on- 
ly one part of the whole story. 
Most of the firing takes place 
when the people themselves rise 
in fascist territory — the people 
who have been bled by fascism 
to a greater degree than even the 
corrupt monarchy bled them; the 
people who have been victimized 
and terrorized to an even greater 



degree than were the peasants of 
16th century Spain, under the 
Iife-and-death power wielded by 
Philip II and his Inquisition. The- 
se people have been drained of 
their man-power and of their 
meagre possessions; boys of 15, 
16, and 17 are forced to fight 
for the fascists. And old men and 
cripples are forced to dig their 
trenches, build their fortifications. 

TWO YOUNG SOLDIERS 

Just a few days ago I sat at 
a long table in a Madrid mansion 
now occupied by the Alliance of 



Anti-Fascist Intellectuals, listen- 
ing to the story of two young 
Spaniards who had recently esca- 
ped from the fascist lines. One, 
the older and more articulate of 
the two, is an Estramaduran, the 
other is a Basque. Both Joined the 
government forces at the very 
beginning of the rebellion — July 
18th, 1936. Bttti were attached to 
the Army of the North. Both 
fought through the heart-break- 
ing campaigns during which Ital- 
ian anps and men, and German 
planes, brutally destroyed Guer- 
nica and Durango, and captured 
Bilboa. I cannot give you their 
names; their families still live — 
if they are alive at all — in fascist 
territory. And It Is needless, I 
think, to remind you that when- 
ever the fascists receive a set 
back, whether military or ver- 
bal — they carry out their repri- 
sals, like the corrupt gentlemen 
they are, on "women and children 
first”. 

I’ll call the older of the two 
young Spaniards Frank — which Is 
a fair approximation of one of 
his names. 

WOUNDED IN NORTH 

From the very start, Frank 
fought at Inin, until it was lost, 
sustaining a w^und which should 
have kept him out of action for 
four months. But in half that ti- 
me, on his own insistence, he was 
back at the front, as commissar 
for supplies of his battalion. Tir- 
ing of this comparatively "pm* 1 ” 
job, he returned to the ir.jijJry. 
where he was made rd 

a machine-gun company. -V- i 
machine gunner L- fought !n i>i> 
t.iy. at Ud.dla and ■■ : Umndiano, 
and In older to-vns against the 
fasci.-L advance, until the 23rd of 




Bringing in the captured phalangisU. 



(.'tntinufd on page 4) 
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OUR SECOND VICTORIOUS OFFENSIVE 



After our offensive on the Gua- 
damns follows our offensive on 
the Ebro before Saragossa. 

After the brilliant actions which 
enabled us to capture Brunet© and 
take by storm Villanueva de la 
Caflada, Quijorna and Villanueva 
del Pardillo, we have now carried 
out new and more brilliant actions 
on the Aragon front, which have 
brought our troope within a few 
kilometre* of Saragossa, and have 




allowed us to infiltrate a distance 
varying from 10 to 15 kilometres 
Into the enemy lines and take by 
storm and hold positions which 
were deemed Impregnable, such as 
Quinto, Codo and M^diana; and to 
lay siege to Belch, t: and to force 
it to surrender after fierce street 
fighting. 

Not a month had gone by since 
our first offensive and already 
our Army was able to launch a 
second on a still larger scale with 
more developed and effective 
means, with troops trained and 
steeled tn action, filled with en- 
thusiasm at the victories we had 
already won. 



ENEMY SUPPRISED 

Our leaden and troops have 
carefully profited by the lessons 
of Guad&rrama In this new offen- 
sive. 

We were feble to take the ene- 
my by aurpri se, to d i sorgan i se 
and overthrow his system of de- 
fence In a few hours and to ob- 
tain results of vast political and 
military importance. We were able 
to do this because of the daring 
with which the plan of operations 
was drawn, up, the perfect man- 
ner in which it was carried out 
In action, and because of the he- 
roism and worth of our soldiers. 

All the Brigades which took 
part in this action have vied with 
on© another in heroism and worth. 

The Brigades which had won 
their greatest glcry on the Ma- 
drid front have fought side by 
aide with those brave Brigades 
which for months and months 
have bean defending the cause of 



freedom and Spanish independen- 
ce on the Aragon front. 



PERFECT UNITY 

This Aragon offensive is a 
proof of the perfect unity of pur- 
pose which exists in all the sec- 
tors of battle, among men of all 
political tendencies: the will to 
unite all the forces of the people 
In one block to crush Spanish 
and international Fascism as soon 
as possible. 

It also provides a proof of the 
wisdom and energy of the policy 
of our People’s Front Govern- 
ment, which hA.g been able to pre- 
pare and launch this great and 
victorious offensive In such a 
short space of time, and in the 
political sphere has been able to 
bring about the conditions of or- 
ganisation and military command 




which have made this offensive 
possible. 

Without the perfect subordinat- 
ion of all the military units to 
one central command, without 
utilising all our forces in- a gene- 
ral plan which takes Into account 
all the needs and possibilities of 
all the battle fronts, it would ha- 
ve been Impossible to carry out 
the movements of troops and the 
concentration of forces which we- 
re necessary for the success of 
these offensives. 

This provides further confir- 
mation of the advantages and ne- 
cessity of the unity of all the for- 
ces of the people against Fascism, 
the need for a disciplined regular 
Army which organises and activi- 
sea all our forces, and for a cen- 
tral command which makes the 
best use of them and sends them 
into attack on the basis of the 
experience already gained and in 
accordance with the rules of the 
art of war. 

The decision to launch our se- 
cond offensive on the Aragon 
front was not made lightly. 

W« had to attack Immediately 



and resolutely on other battle 
front* because of the need to help 
our comrades in the North. We 
had to go to the aid of the anti- 
fascist people's forces who bad ri- 
seif in violent demostrations in 
Saragossa and the surrounding 
district against Franco’s rule. 
These factors led to the banks 
of the Ebro being chosen as the 
scene for our attacks. The vital 
significance of Saragossa and the 
whole of Aragon makes our offen- 
sive an event of first rate Impor- 
tance for the whole development 
of the Spanish war. 

After the heroic defence of Ma- 
drid for which all the regions of 
Spain and all the political ten- 
dencies have given their best for- 
ces, it has been possible to make 
a concentration on the banks of 
the Ebro for this offensive and 
to prove to the whole world that 
the People’s Spain, Republican 
Spain, Is united as one man and 
feels with one heart and one mind 
the cause of the war. 

THE I. B.'S ROLE 

For the Volunteers of the In- 
ternational Brigades, representing 
the world People’s Front, who ha- 
ve come to Spain with one desire 
alone: to help to defend her li- 
berty and independence, it has 
been a great honor to be able to 
take part in this Aragon offen- 
sive, where, as ever, our Internat- 
ional Brigades have written Im- 
mortal pagee of heroism and dar- 
ing, such as they had already 
written on the Madrid front, the 




southern front, and the fronts of 
Teruel and Pozoblanco. 

In the assault of Quinto, in the 
brave resistance to the enemy 
counter-attacks at Medians, In the 
conquest of Belchite, our Briga- 
des, together with the Spanish 
Brigades, have covered themselves 
with glory. 

What shall we say of the two 
brave Polish Battalions which pe- 
netrated into the enemy lines alo- 
ne and surprised and destroyed 



important fascist forces which 
were going to strengthen their 
weakening lines,— those two Bat- 
talion* which advanced until they 
came within a few kilometre* of 
Sarago«sa! 

It was a real odyssey, full of 




splendid courage, resistance to 
fatigue, Initiative and capacity 
for action. 

LEADERS PRAISE MEN 

All the military leaders have 
nothing but congratulations and 
highest praise for the courage of 
our volunteers. They attacked 
positions which were considered 
impregnable In perfect order, as 
if they were “on manoevres”, I 
was told by General Walter, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Copic and Com- 
mander Richard wjio had seen 
them in action and had Had the 
honor of commanding them. 

- All our Brigades and every erne 
of our volunteers can be proud 
of the glory won by the Internat- 
ional Brigades on the Aragon 
front. It should make all in our 
Brigades, all our volunteers, draw 
the lessons from our last battles 
so as to do even better, winning 
new victories in the decisive bat- 
tles which are before us. 

Our victories on the Aragon 
front provide further confirmat- 
ion and proof of the lessons of 
the Guadarrama victory. 

We have all we need for victory, 
and we shall win the war. 

LUIGI GALLO 

Inspector- General of the 
International Brigades. 



In the Rebel Zone 

They say in Gibraltar that the 
number of Spaniards who flee 
from the rebel zone to this English 
area are increasing from day to 
day so that they constitute a hous- 
ing problem. More than 500 have 
arrived in the last week In spite 
of the precautions of the rebels. 
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B R I 

In these days, when our Spanish 
comrades are paying homage to 
our International Brigade, and 
when Its amazing history Is being 
unfolded anew. Its struggles, the 
hardships It has endured, Its vic- 
tories; It Is time also that we vo- 
lunteers who make up this Bri- 
gade should remember the servi- 
ce and the valor of some of the 
comrades who are still fighting at 
our aide, and of the comrades who 
died In giving It Its memorable 
tradition. 

Some of us are apt to forget, 
and some — especially among the 
newer recruits - - axe unaware of 
the difficult days that now fore- 
ver lie behind us. Today, with our 
efficient units, our modem arms, 
our trained officers, our unified 
command, it is not easy to re- 
member those other days, the 
days of confusion, of sabotage, of 
treachery; the days when our 
aeroplanes did not fill the sky, nor 
rifles fill all of our arms: the 
days when we were only begin- 
ning to forge our army, and to 
forge the men who lead it. 

Others can tell of the number- 
less, nameless French comrades 
who, In the first months of the 
revolt, poured over the border In 
their thousands and died that Fas- 
cism should not pass; of the bra- 
ve and bitter German and Italian 
anti-fascists who faced again the 
Beast of Fascism and, dying, sta- 
yed Its progress. I wish to tell of 
our brave British comrades who- 
se courage and selfless sacrifice 
have been second to none among 
the anti-fascists who compose the 
International Brigades. 

SPORTSMEN ENLISTED 

In July 1936, when the fascist 
rebellion broke out a group of 
British worker sportsmen were In 
Barcelona for the Workers' Olym- 
piad. They immediately rallied to 
the aid of their Spanish brothers 
and fought with them in the 
streets of Barcelona and In other 
parts of Catalonia. A second 
group, cycling In France at the 
time of the outbreak, Immediately 
crossed the border and put their 
services at the disposal of the Go- 
vernment. Among the first group 
was FtellcIA Browi* a London ar- 
tist, iferhaps the first woman from 
another'* qouptiy. to die for the 
causa. ojt Spain. ' i: ' V- ; . 

In twbmonthe tjhie the 
of volunteers had grow^ and;j&| ; ij 
"Tom Mann Oe&iuria” was for- 



IN SPAIN 



TONS 

tned. This unit carried out some 
of the most audacious coups In 
the early days, among such, an 
expedition to the Balearics, whe- 
re they fbught doggedly against 
the fascist Invaders. Later, lin- 
king themselves up vfrith the Ger- 
man comrades, they went Into ac- 
tion on the Teruel and Madrid 
fronts, where they won the admi- 
ration of their fellow anti-fascists. 
These actions saw the death of 
some of our best comrades, typi- 
cal of such being John Comford, 
a brilliant student whose death 
was one of the severest losses to 
the British student movement in 
recent years. 

VOLUNTEERS POURED IN 

At the same time as these com- 
rades were fighting with the 
"Thaelmann Batallon” other Bri- 
tish volunteers were pouring Into 
Spain. In December a British 
company of about 150 men, In- 
sufficiently armed, badly equipped, 
hurriedly trained, left Albacete 
for the Cordova front, where the 
fascist had been advancing. On a 
moving front without entrench- 
ments, their thin garments provid- 
ing little protection against the 
winter cold, robbed even of food 
by sabotage, they fought for night 
and day to repel the enemy ad- 
vances. Three times they gained 
their objective, thrice w$re they 
thrust back by the machine gun 
fire of thj enemy aviation. In 
those days the red “moecas” hod 
not yet come to terrorise the fas- 
cist planes from the skies. 

From Cordova they went to 
Guadalajara and to Casa del Crfm- 
po. Wherever the fascists made 
their greatest efforts the British 
comrades were to be found oppos- 
ing thenu. After a two month 
campaign they returned to the 



base to re-organlse and to Join 
the British Battalion which was 
being formed. But not all of them 
returned, Ralph Fox, beloved pro- 
letarian writer of the British peo- 
ple was one of those who did not 
come back. 

BATTALION FORMED 

The British “Saklatvala” Bat- 
talion was formed early In 1937. 
On Feb. 11th, the fascists suc- 
ceeded in crossing the J&rama ri- 
ver and, supported by tanks and 
artillery, were advancing towards 
the Madrld-Valencla road. The 
Battalion was one among others 
which was rushed up to stem the 
advance. It was a moving front, 
a front without cover. It was the 
scene of the most desperate bat- 
tle of the war — the scene of our 
British comrades’ greatest effort. 

For eleven clays and nights the 
British comrades fought the fas- 
cists for the soil of Spain — foot 
by foot. Hundreds of our comra- 
des were killed, hundreds more 
wounded. Death and injury denu- 
ded the 'battalion of the majority 
of its officers — still it fought 
on. By the 21st, It was evident 
that the fascists had exhausted 
their efforts and that they had 
failed In their objective. 

Despite the heavy losses on both 
sides and the extremely exhaust- 
ive nature of the fighting, the Go- 
vernment forces were quickly re- 
organised and took the Initiati- 
ve In attack. In these attacks the 
British comrades continued their 
heroic efforts. When, at long last, 
calm came to the Jarama sector, 
this heroic battalion made up Its 
balance sheet hundreds of dead, 
hundreds of wounded: Madrid had 
been saved, THEY HAD NOT 
PASSED. 



Then followed the long enervat- 
ing months of comparltWe at&la 
mate, months of extreme difficul- 
ty during whio}i it was found tu 
be impossible to rent the battal- 
ions owing to the peculiar milita- 
ry and political situation in tha 
country at the time. These were 
the days when the activities of 
fascist agents were making criti- 
cal situations in the rear, the days 
which saw the culmination of such 
work in the betrayal of Malaga 
and the uprising In Barcelona. 
These events were responsible for 
denying our comrades the real 
they so badly needed. 

At last, however, the situation 
improved and the Brit Ish Battal- 
ion was rested The rest was 
short- lived for the call went forth 
again — this time the OFFEN- 
SIVE Again they took up the .• 
arm again they marched to 
battle. 

Who can say that these men 
were not brave, these men who 
stormed Villan.iova de la Cafta- 
da ? At last on the offensive 
against the hated fascists, despite 
thslr fatigue, despite their war 
weariness, they fought like he- 
roes. And what can wo say uf 
these dear comrades who paid with 
their lives for this advance? Com- 
pany Commanders Meredith and 
Goodfellow, Political Commissar* 
orown and Elliot, no braver man 
fought, no comrades have died 
more sorrowed. 

And so to Quinta, where again 
our victorias are not without a 
tinge of sorrow. Peter Daly, our 
beloved Irish Company Com man - 
der, has died the only death that 
he could die. 

Cordova, Guadalajara. Casa del 
Gampo, Jarama, Brunete, Teruel, 
Quinta — these are the milesto- 
nes In the long history of the* 
British comrades la Spain. It Is a 
l ong history hut not a flntshed one, 
because we have still many of 
these men with us, and many 
more have come to join them In 
this struggle and to continue tha 
proud tradition* of this heroic bat- 
taU^. 

When the day comes on which 
we shall proclaim the victory of 
the Spanish people, we rtkail not 
forget to pay homage to th* com- 
rades who hare made this victo- 
ry possible. And not least among 
theta 4rall be our comradtt ef the 
Britt* battalion. 

A. BOW M BOW 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING BEHIND FRANCO'S LINES? 



(Continued from pape 1.) 




At Work in nu Ammunition Factory. 



April, when his brigade was for- 
ced to evacuate its position to es- 
cape the deadly, vise-like enemy 
offensive. The brigade took up 
new positions in the mountains, 
but if their old position had been 
the frying-pan, the new one was 
the fire. AH day long, Frank told 
me, 33 tri-motored fascist planes 
bombed them, dropping 1100 
bombs. Forty enemy batteries 
kept up a constant, rapid -artille- 
ry-fire against them. After one 
■Jay of this, the roll call told the 
st ory ; 160 dead, and more than 
t wice that number wounded. 
Frank, for the second time, was 
among the wounded. 

RESCUE ATTEMPT 

Again, after a short stay in the 
hospitals of Bilbao and Santan- 
der, he was back at the front. 
But a new fear gripped him this 
time. He found out that his young 
wife and two small children were 
less than five miles from the fasc- 
ist lines. “There’s still time to get 
them out”, he thought and he re- 
ceived permission to go after 
them. 

H* set out to save his small 
family on June 25th of this year. 
The way was easy — It was his 
own, small house — he had been 
over the dusty roads and mea- 
dows and vineyards a hundred ti- 
mes before. But when he reached 
the house his wife and children 
were gone. In their place he found 
eight men, eating his own bread, 
getting drunk on his own wine. 
They were not Spaniards — he 
could tell that at a glance. He 
could have run off, hidden him- 
self In a ditch until nightfall, 
when hp would have been able to 
return safely to his companions; 
but the shock and the bitterness 
in him were too great. "I couldn’t 
move", he told me. "I could only 
stand there and think— where are 
they, where are they?’’ It was 
here that he was taken prisoner 
by the fascists, five of whom, as 
he soon discovered, were Italians, 
the other three Germans. 

From this point on. I’ll give you 
Frank’s own words, translated as 
literally as possible; 

IN FASCIST HANDS 

“The Germans soon d- parted, 
leaving . . the hands jf the 
Italians. w!v‘ promised that I 
would e>occip"‘ punishment Lf I 



would join them. I had heard 
about their .punishment, many ti- 
mes before. Seeing I was lost, I 
said “Yes, I’ll join you". 

“Then the Italians, with a great 
deal of soft-soap, told me not to 
worry, and said they would take 
me to headquarters to make a 
statement, and from there they 
would send me home. From the 
place called Gallarto, where I was 
captured, I was taken to San Sal- 
vador del Valle, where the head- 
quarters were; and before we got 
there we went through Ortuella. 
At Ortuella there was a division 
of German and Moorish troops; 
and two of these soldiers, one a 
German and the other a Moor, 
came towards me when they saw 
me, threatening that they w r ould 
cut my head off. But they chan- 
ged their minds when the Italians 
who were guarding me told them 
that I was not a Rod but a na- 
tional. 

POSSESSIONS TAKEN 

“At the headquarters, after 
taking from me all the useful 
personal belongings I had. such 
as a watch, 250 pesetas and a few- 
other things, they put me in a 
dark cell where there wore twelve 
others, some of them old men. 
They kept us in the coll till eight 
o'clock In the evening, when they 
mfifi- ns got into a truck and 
took us along to show us to the 
Vople of all the towns and villa- 
ges on the right side of the Bil- 
bao River, tolling the people that 
this was what would happen to 
them If they didn't behave... At 
Burcena they made uj get down 



from the vehicle, taking us on 
foot to Bilbao, which was five ki- 
lometres away. 

“In Bilbao, they put us In the 
Arriaga Theatre, and about 100 
of us were kept there for four 
days. Every 24 hours they gave 
us a can of beans for four men, 
and a small piece of bread (150 
grammes) for each of us. We 
slept on the floor, wdthout blan- 
kets to cover us nor a sleeping 
mat to rest on. During this time 
I was able to speak with an ano- 
nymous comrade, who told me 
that on June 23rd, 28 workers had 
been taken out of this prison- 
theatre at midnight, led to the 
Derio Cemetery, and there, toge- 
ther with thirty other prisoners 
from Guernica, all of them were 
shot. 

20 IN ONE CELL 

“After we had been four days 
in this hole- —on June 29th. at two 
in the afternoon, when it was 
raining in torrents, they made us 
march In formation through all 
the streets of Bilbao when the 
rain was heaviest. Naturally we 
got soaked, as we had nothing on 
to protect us. After they got tired 
of making us walk through all the 
streets, they put us Into a num- 
ber or busses and took us to Vi- 
toria. There, soaked as we were, 
they put us in another prison, 
twenty men to a cell. We remai- 
ned here for six days, unable to 
sleep or even to sit down because 
the cd(l was too small even for 
half our number In it we had to 
attend to all our necesslttes- 
all our necessities — we ware not 



permitted out even once. The food 
was a ladle of soup every 24 
hours, and a small piece of bread. 

"On our second day at the Vi- 
toria prison there arrived a poli- 
tical prisoner who bad been 
brought from Guernica. His face 
told us, even before be spoke, that 
he had been cruelly tortured. It 
was he who told us that the 
tortures inflicted on political pri- 
soners where he had come from 
were so terrible that it meant 
slow, lingering death for all but 
the strongest 

TAKEN TO BURGOS 

"On July 5th, after taking stat- 
ements from us in an insulting 
and swinish way, they took us by 
train to the Burgos concentration 
camp. In Burgos, in order to im- 
press the conscience of the world 
when foreign Journalists came 
they gave us very good food, 
mostly thanks to a good captain 
who was in charge of us. But af- 
ter the journalists had been sa- 
tisfied, and when it was supposed 
that they would not come there 
any more, they moved the cap- * 
tain to another place; and things 
changed, changed very sadly for 
U9. 

" ' Whi le we we re here in Bur- 
gos, old men and sick men with 
high fevers were forced to work 
together with us. Early in the 
mo rning we had to go down Into 
the prison yard to hoist the llo- 
narchist flag, give the fascist sa- 
lute, and successive cheers for the 
Generalissimo, for fascist Spain, 
for the fascist army; and then we 
had to shout, as loud as we could 
“Glory to General Mola!" One 
comrade, for not submitting to 
these whims and not saying the 
appropriate things, was shot 
These performances of cheers and 
salutes we wore forced to go 
through three times a day: in the 
morning, at midday, and In U>e 
afternoon. 

FASCIST HINTERLAND 

"After we been In this concen- 
tration camp a little 'more than 
a month, with old men and sick 
men working at heavy labor, 
bui 1 di ng a road, we were taken 
to Burgos station And placed on 
a freight train at 9 o'clock st 
night and taken to the Mau*td 
front During the Journey through 
Burgos, Valladolid, BtUiiiwm, 



Caceres and Toledo, In towns and 
in villages and in the country, we 
did not see a single man bet v*> 
20 and 50 years old — we saw only 
women, many of whom were in 
mourning. There were also half- 
starved little children, who came 
up to the train to try to get so- 
mething to eat. 

"We asked these children whe- 
re the men were, and they told as 
that the ones who had not been 
shot were at the front. At the 
Bejar station, in Salamanca, we 
asked a boy If there were no men 
in the place. He replied that the 
fascists had shot nearly all of 
them, adding: "They shot my own 
father". We asked him how many 
brothers and sisters he had, and 
he told us: "Five"; and that the 
oldest sister, who was two years 
older than he was, was fourteen 
years old. While the boy was 
telling us these things, a sargeant 
in our escort heard him, and went 
up to him and kicked him seve- 
ral times and beat him viciously 
with a stick. 

ONLY WOMEN AT WOHK 

"Not only did we not see men 
In towns and villages, but we did 
not see them in the fields either. 
The land work, such as the har- 
vesting of wheat, is being done 
by women. 

"After we had witnessed all 
these calamities on our Journey, 
we arrived on July 27th on the 
Madrid front, where they set us 
to digging trenches near Brunete, 
working like this from 4 till 11 in 
the morning, from 5 in the after- 
noon till 0 o'clock at night, and 
from 10 o’clock at night to 8 or 
half past three In the morning. 
Then they would take us off to 
breakfast and bring us back to 
work again at 4 or half -past four. 
All we had for food each day 
were two small tins of sardines. 
We had to get our water from 
the river, although a sweet spring 
was only fifty yards away. But 
the water of that spring was only 
for officers. 

LEGLESS MEN DRIVEN 

"If any prisoner, worn out by 
overwork, let himself fall asleep, 
or did not f&U In quickly enough 
for work at any time, he would 
be beaten in a barbarous way 
with cudgels wielded by the sar- 
geants. As a shameful example, 
men who had lost legs and arms 
— war victims — were dragged 
along with us to the edge of the 
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3.000.000 JOIN RANKS 
OF C. I. O. IN 20 MONTHS 

The Committee for Industrial Organization was 20 months old In 
July this year. Since November 1935, when eight international unions 
came together to do the job which the American Federation of Labor 
failed to tackle, almost 2,000,000 workers have been organized for the 
first time, declares Edward Levinson in the current Issue of Photo- 
History. 

Together with the founding organizations, the C. I. O. totals today 
over 3,000,000 men and women. Counting the supporters of Lhe C. I. O. 
who remain temporarily within the fold of the A. F. of L., the C. I. O. 
has. In less than two years, displaced the A. F. of L. as chief spokes- 
man of American workers^ Levinson says. 

The growth of unionism under the C. I. O. has been the most 
widespread and spectacular in the history of the nation, creating a 
new and powerful force which is affecting economic and social trends 
and which will exert even greater influence as the next decades unfold. 

Membership of the V. 1. O. u * of July 1 this year is: 



United Mine Workers of America G00.000 

Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel and 

Tin Workers 450,000 

United Automobile Workers 350,000 

International Ladies Garment Workers 252,000 

United Textile Workers 350,000 

Amalgamated Clothing Workers 180,000 

United Electrical and Radio Workers 100,000 

Federation of Woodworkers 80,000 

International Typographical Union 80,000 

United Transport Workers 70,000 

Oil, Field, Gas and P v efinery Workers 60,000 

United Rubber Workers 55,000 

National Maritime Union 75,000 

Pacific Maritime Federation 40,000 

Industrial Union of Marine and Shipbuilding 

Workers 30,000 

United Shoe Workers 25,000 

United Retail Employes 25,000 

United Office and Professional Employes 25,000 

International Fur Workers 35,000 

Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 19,000 

Federation Flat Glass Workers 15,000 

American Newspaper Guild 15,000 

Miscellaneous 150,000 



Total 3.083,000 



All besides the International Typographical Union Are formally 
affiliated with the C. I. O. The Typo’s president Charles P. Howard 
la C. I. O. secretary but the union has not yet formally affiliated. 



firing line. A legless man would 
be given a pick, placed In a sitt- 
ing position, and told "Get to 
work!" A man with only one arm 
would have to make full use of 
it. Old men, priests, doctors and 
school teachers, were forced to 
work with us. 

"An the majority of the (Prison- 
ers were Basques, and many of 
these had Catholic sentiments, we 
agreed one day when we were on 
the QuIJorna front that a Friar 
from Los SaUxlanos de Bilbao 



should ask permission from the 
prisoners’ commander to pray at 
meal times. When our Friar as- 
ked for permission, the Comman- 
der flew Into a fury, hurled him- 
self upon him, hit him in the face 
and said he would not allow such 
prayers, least of all from such a 
hypocrite. 

FEW SPANIARDS 

"The majority of the forces we 
saw on these fronts were Moors 
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and foreigners, and three battal- 
ions of young Spaniards, of the 
1938 and 1939 drafts. The Spanish 
soldiers are treated very badly, 
very poorly clothed, underfed, and 
full of misery. Some of them told 
us that they had been at the front 
for three months, and they still 
hat not been given blankets. They 
all greatly desired the war to end. 
They are tired, without enthu- 
siasm, without fire. And their 
most often asked question Is : 
When, when will the war end?" 

This is Frank’s whole story 
—except for one last thing: he 
and his companion got fed up 
with the drudgery of trench-dig- 
ging, and one night they decided, 
as many had before them and ma- 
ny others since, to make a break 
for the Loyalist lines. How they 
succeeded in escaping Is another 
story, one that will have to be 
*.old at another time. 

FASCIST SPAIN TODAY 

What concerns us moat in thu 
account is the picture of fascist- 
held Spain today. The people, 
sucked dry and empty, wait hope- 
fully for the government troops 
to conquer their towns, their fields 
and villages, so that they will be 
liberated from the bestial rule of 
Franco and his German and Ita- 
lian masters. And sometimes, 
when It gets so unbearable that 
even death la preferable to con- 
tinued life under fascist rule, they 
rise up in a last, desperate effort, 
doomed to failure because they 
have no arms, because their young 
men and mature men are far 
away. It is the sound of their 
struggles that we hear on the go- 
vernment side of the war- front. 
Each rising of this kind saps the 
strength of Franco, already great- 
ly diminished after a yoar of 
battle. Each flash in the enemy 
sky tells us, more clearly than 
words that the people are wall- 
ing for ua to advance, to conquer, 
to free all of Spain, And since 
July the offensive has passed Into 
tne government’s hands. With thl'i 
fact already a reality, with dis- 
sension growing ever greater in 
Franco’s rear, the true govern 
i:. t of Spain grows surer every 
da/ that victory Is in sight. How 
close this victory is depends not 
only on the People’s Army’s grow- 
ing strenght, but also, to a great 
extent, on the actions of the de- 
mocracies of Europe and Ame- 
rica. 

r. n. 
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THE NYON CONFERENCE 

A STEP FORWARD 




Women Shock Brigade Workers Meet. 



Written During An 

AIRPLANE ATTACK 

Dawn still sleeps; but we awake, 

Aware that soon those shadows In 
The sky may hover. 

Everywhere about us the earth la raw, 

With wounds from shells and bombs, and holes 
Dug by men. 

Blood has flowed here, has wet this earth 
On which we lie; and blood will flow again — - 
But our thoughts are not of this. 

We oil our guns, adjust our clothes, 

Dig deep the earth — prepare to hide in It, 

To hug It close. 

And then those shadows come ! We seize upon the earth 
We have prepared — become part of It — 

Become earth... 

Not a finger moves: expectantly we wait — 

Some fearfully — for a sign: are they theirs, 

Or oufs? marked with red or black? 

Then suddenly the roar! Earth again Is torn, 

Into a million parts leaps high; and shrapnel spreads 
And mingles with the bmoke. 

More! and more! Closer! More deadly! 

Intenser — bombs — cries of pain from moles and men, 
All covered by earth and dust... 

Then silence... The beasts have gone... 

We tear ourselves from the earth, 

Become men again. 

DANIEL HUTNEB 

American Volunteer Killed In 
Action — September, 1S37 



In spite of the efforts made by 
Germany and Italy to torpedo it 
up to the last moment, the Nyon 
Conference has been held, and has 
taken decisions which will be im- 
mediately put into action. 

In two months, more than 30 
vessels had been victims of the 
new reign of piracy in the Medi- 
terranean. Faced with this situa- 
tion and the firm attitude adop- 
ted by the Soviet Union, it was 
not possible for Britain and Fran- 
ce to continue to turn the blind 
eye. Italy would have liked to 
;iee this problem, like so many 
others, 'dealt with" at London, of 
which the Fascist powers have so 
many pleasant memories, and 
where such consideration has al- 
ways been shown to their sensi- 
tive feelLngs. 

NYON DECISIONS 

The decisions of the Conferen- 
ce may be summarised as fol- 
lows : 

The Governments participating 
in it will order their warships to 
protect any merchant shipping 
not belonging to either of the con- 
flicting parties in Spain. Any sub- 
marine which attacks another 
vessel, thereby constituting a 
breach of International Law,, will 
be counter-attacked and if pos- 
sible destroyed. 

In the Western Mediterranean 
the protection of shipping will be 
carried out by Britain and Fran- 
ce. In ihe Eastern Mediterranean, 
the task will fall on the Govern- 
ment ; concerned. On the high seas 
•excluding the Adriatic, and up to 
the entrance ot the Dardenelles, 
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Lire LnUsh acc French fleets will 
protect shinning. The other po- 
wers pattic. puling in the agreem- 
ent with a Mediterranean coast- 
line undertake to give these fleets 
the support required. 

SUBMARINE RULES 

The powers participating in the 
Conference will send no subma- 
rine out to sea, except in certain 
Bones reserved far manoevres, 
without previously notifying the 
other powers, and In this case 
every submarine will saii on the 
surface and be accompanied by a 
surface vessel. No foreign subma- 
rine will be allowed in the terri- 
torial waters of the contracting 



powers, except in the case of una- 
voidable necessity, ar subject to 
pre-arranged conditions. 

The powers are to recommend 
their merchant vessels to follow 
certain main routes in the Medi- 
terranean. Any power wishing to 
withdraw from the agreement 
must give thirty days' notice. 

The agreement was signed by 
the nine powers present at the 
Conference, namely: Britain, Bul- 
garia, Egypt, France, Greece, Ru- 
mania, Turkey, the U. R. S. S. 
and Jugoslavia. 

NO “PRIVATE LAKE" 

The agreement is a first and 
important step against the acts of 
piracy by the Fascist agressors. 
The Mediterranean ceases to be 
their private lake. And the pre- 
sence of strong British and French 
naval forces means that Italy's 
dreams of domination in the Me- 
diterranean will disappear in 
smoke. 

There are some grave defects. 
Litvinov pointed out in his speech: 
“I regret the absence of the Sta- 
te which has suffered most from 
piracy: Republican Spain... The 
presence of Spain will be a con- 
tribution to the pacification of the 
Mediterranean." But Republican 
Spain has been excluded from the 
agreement, and her merchant 
shipping is not protected by the 
agreement. While the agreement 
does not recognise Franco as bel- 
ligerent, It does not give the Spa- 
nish Goverment its rights in In- 
ternational Law. The decisions ta- 
ken only refer to submarines, but 
vessels of other types have played 
their part in the piracy, and pla- 
nes have sunk two Soviet ships. 

ADVANCE FOR PEACE 

As “Izvestla" says: "The Con- 
ference was called on the initia- 
tive of Britain and France, but 
the concrete results have been due 
to the activity and the correct line 
of Soviet diplomacy which decla- 
red its position with the needful 
firmness and determination befo- 
re the Conference took place." 

Notwithstanding Its serious de- 
fects the Agreement represents an 
advance for the forces of peace 
and collective security, and a se- 
rious setback for Fascist agres- 



sion. A relatively decisive answer 
has been given to Italian preten- 
sions in the Mediterranean. The 
agreement 1 b only a first step, but 
the very fact that this step baa 



been taken is of great jmporfioee 
for the preservation of the peace 
of Europe, 

A. M. *. 
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BREWERY CARRIES ON UNDER 

ENEMY'S FIRE 



'• '’iring the 14 months of civil 

■ r in Spain, profound changes 
uve taken place in the economic 
and social conditions of this coun- 
try. Since the July 18th uprising 
of the military clique headed by 
General Franco, in the interests 
of German and Italian Fascism, 
we have all heard of the great 
progress made in the destruction 
of the feudal relations in the coun- 
tryside, the granting of land to 
the peasants — the former posses- 
sions of the nobility and the idle 
parasitic absentee landlords. 

Life has also taken a new turn 
for the city . industrial workers. 
A visit to some of the Madrid fac- 
tories gives ample proof that pres- 
ent social changes are also bring- 
ing economic improvement and 
industrial freedom to the toiling 
masses of Spain. 

BEER FOR THE MEN 

We enter the gates of Madrid’s 
largest brewery, “El Aquila” beer 
factory. The delegation, consisting 
of a group of German, American, 
Polish and French anti - fascist 
fighters la keenly interested in 
how the factory workers are mak- 
ing out. We are met at the en- 
trance of the plant by the direc- 
tor, who shows us around. A glan- 
ce at the factory walls indicates 
that we are very near to the 
front. The workers of "El Aquila” 
are only a few kilometres from 
the fascist lines — carrying on their 
work in the midst of the great 
war for their national in depend - 
ance. We are informed from the 
outset that, due to war conditions, 
production is only 20 percent of 
normal, 1. e. 50,000 litres of beer 
yearly aa against 250,000 in past 
yean. It is easy to undertand this 
fact, when we are told that of the 
550 workers of this brewery, some 
300 volunteered for service in the 
army to defend their city against 
the fascist invaders. Those who 
remained, mostly elderly workers, 
are not exempt from the murderous 
designs of the fascists. Only last 
week a shell from the fascist ar- 
tillery from the Usera-Cerro Rojo 
fascist lines, struck the plant, kill- 
ing five workers peacefully engag- 
ed in production. On entering the 
'director's office, We noticed the 
walla covered wfth portraits of 
young men — all "El Aquila” he- 
roes who gave their lives in de- 
fense of their government and 
their liberty. 



The workers in this plant carry 
on despite the shellings by the 
fascists. Due to the nearness of 
the front, we learned that no 
production Is carried on at night, 
as the electric lights would be a 
perfect target for the fascist art- 
illery. The men work from 7 
a. m. to 1 p. in., every day of the 
week — although paid for a full 
day’s work. This plant, formerly 
the property of a stock-holding 
company, is now run and mana- 
ged by the workers through their 
elected committeea, under govern- 
ment control and supervision. The 
president of the company having 
died in the early days of the 
uprising, the workers undertook 
to run the plant and they run it 
well, indeed. No Interests are 
being paid to former stock hold- 
ers. The profits of the plant going 
exclusively to the* workers and 
their families. 

WORKERS' CONTROL 

The workers through their trade 
unions (all workers organized into 
trade unions), elect a committee 
of seven to administer the affairs 
of production and distribution as 
well as those of social welfare of 
the employees. The committee 
consists of sly UGT and one CNT 
members — a direct reflection of 
the fact that some 450 workers 
were in the tJGT and 30 in the 
CNT at the time of the outbreak 
of Franco’s rebellion. 

Despite the difficulties created 
by the war, the plant manages to 
buy raw materials (barley) from 
the peasants in Toledo province, 
coal from Tarancon, and to import 



hops from France to the extent 
of 2 million pesetas annually, and 
tc keep things moving. The beer 
produced is sold to private cafes 
and resturants, although mainly 
to the Intendancias of the Army, 
for use for th"; front, for distri- 
bution among the fighters of the 
People’s Army, who so valiantly 
defend the great city of Madrid. 

WAGES INCREASED 

The workers’ wages have risen 
to about 5 pesetas more, daily, 
than before. The wages now range 
from 12 pesetas daily for unskill- 
ed men to 20 pesetas for the more 
experienced and skilled workers. 
The plant has set up a social insu- 
rance fund, whereby the disabled 
workers — those who fought to 
stop the fascist hordes at the gat- 
es of Madrid — are amply provided 
for. The widows of “El Aquila” 
workers, who have fallen in the 
war, receive 5 pesetas daily from 
this insurance fund. We visited 
the large and clean communal din- 
ing room where dinners are serv- 
ed to the "El Aquila" workers for 
2 pesetas, as well as the plant first- 
aid station and clinic. There is also 
a library where workers can spend 
their time reading and in self- 
study. 

A visit to the “El Cafeto” fac- 
tory of Simon Martinez revealed to 
the delegation a situation very si- 
milar to that described in the 
brewery. This factory, still priva- 
tely owned ,is also controlled and 
managed by a joint UGT-CNT 
workers’ committee. This factory, 
famous in Spain for its produc- 
tion of chocolate, is now produc- 
ing chocolate and coffee exclusi- 
vely for the Army Intendancia. 
Out of the profits of the plant, 
the committee pays the taxes to 



the government and keeps the ba- 
lance for the purchase of raw ma- 
terials (sugar, coffee beans, nuts, 
etc.). Here too we saw half of 
the 120 workers previously em- 
ployed now in the ranks of the 
People's Army. The other half 
carry on production and in their 
spare time maintain a poul- 
try farm. The "farm” is on an 
old football field adjacent to the 
factory. Starting with some scant 
donations of chickens, rabbits, 
ducks, goats and pigeons by pea- 
sants in Madrid province, they are 
building a permanent poultry 
farm to provide eggs to military 
hospitals, and, through care and 
attention, increasing their live 
stock to be able to supply many 
a chicken dinner to the soldiers 
wounded in the struggle for de- 
mocracy. 

In the "El Cafeto” plant too 
the workers wages have increa- 
sed to as high as 14 pesetas dally 
for the more skilled workers; and 
through their direct management 
of the plants, they are able to 
bri ng about great improvements 
in their daily life. They have their 
discussion meetings, hear reports 
of their elected committees and 
take an active part in the admi- 
nistration of the plant. A wall 
newspaper keeps them informed 
of events at the war front as well 
as on the industrial front 

The delegation left these fac- 
tory workers with their clenched 
fists raised and the traditional 
“Salud" on their lipe. We had the 
feeling that the workers on the 
industrial front, in the rearguard, 
are also conscientiously carrying 
on and contributing to the great 
fight for a great free* indepen- 
dent and prosperous Spain. 



I) M. 




•They Advanced m If oa Mutuveni — Cml, Walter. 
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SPANISH GROUP 
FORMED TO AID 
EVACUATED KIDS 

The Ministry of Public Educa- 
tion and Health recently create ! 
in Paris the Spanish Committee 
for Evacuated Children with Juan 
Comas Camps as director. This 
group will be responsible for the 
settlement, organization, educa- 
tion and inspection of those Span- 
ish children who have been sent 
abroad since the war started, re- 
gardless of the organization that 
assisted in their evacuation or nov 
( ontributes to thev maintenance. 

The main objective of the dele- 
gation is to coordinate the effort? 
made by various foreign commit- 




tees, which it hop^s to accomplish 
by placing all colonies and nurse- 
ries for Spanish refugee children 
abroad under its control an : given 
tdrm centralized direction. 

The delegation will take a com- 
plcto census of all Spanish eva- 
cuated children in ;ol!cctive colo- 
nies and private homes, endeavor- 
ing to increase the number of 
children In colonies and decrease 
that of children in homes. In spe- 
cial cases where m.ildren have to 
be placed with private .ami lies, 
P'vference will b, ^iven Spanish 
emigres, of course after previously 
making thorough investigations of 
the surrounding? and circums- 
tances. 

Special attention will be pari to 
the education of the refugee chil- 
dren. On August 6 the Governm- 
ent published a decree whose pur- 
pose is to prevent the children 
from losing contact with Spain 
culture or forgetting the langua- 
ge. At the same time they will 
benefit by the culture of the coun- 
try in which they have their tem- 
porary residence. The education 
and teaching of the children will 
be under the care of Spanish 
teachers. 

Of special interest to foreign 
committees is the fact that in co- 
lonies totally or partially support- 
ed by foreign groups, they can, 
»n accordance fith the Delega- 
tion, designate a person to act in 
it c j name in the administration. 
Ihe teaching staff and the edu- 
cation.?; regime will depend ex- 
OKi,;;.' cu the Delegation. 



Non-lntervetion Finds 
New Victim 

While the Chinese delegate was 
defending his people's rights be- 
fore the League of Nations and 
demanding the application of the 
Covenant of the League on their 
behalf, the decision of the United 
States was made public to forbid 
all future export of arms to Japan 
and China. This not only consti- 
tutes a retreat before Japanese 
imperialism it is a serious blow 
to peace in the Far East. The re- 
sults can only be favorable to Ja- 
pan. Her fleet is in a position to 
blockade China which has no po- 
ll erful war industry, and will ex- 
perience all the difficulties of Re- 
publican Spain. 

The U. S. A. has laid the basis 
for more "non-intervention”. The 
situation produced by such a po- 
licy in Europe should have served 
as a warning, and it is no secret, 
moreover, that the ambitious mi- 
litary plans of Japanese imperial- 
ism include an attack on the Unit- 
ed States. 

It is an ominous sign that the 
first act of the farce of "non-in- 
tervention” is now being pJayed 
in the Far East 



Canadian and British 
Labor Support Spain 

OTTAWA (Sept. 17).— The Tra- 
de Union Congress of Canada has 
declared itself in favar of a boy- 
cott of all goods exported by fas- 
cist nations. The Congress endor- 
sed the policy adopted by the In- 
ternational Federation of Trade 
Unions in regards to the civil war 
in Spain and in the struggle to 
safeguard democracy. 

* * * 

NORWICH (Sept. 7).— The Tra- 
de Union Congress placed on re- 
cord "its high appreciation of the 
gallant struggle of our Spanish 
comrades and those of the Inter- 
national Brigades against Fas- 
cism, which is a deadly enemy of 
trade unionism, and most heartily 
wishes them every success against 
the common enemy”. 

The Congress also adopted a re- 
solution in favor of loyalist Spain, 
deploring the fact that the Bri- 
tish and other governments con- 
tinue to deny the legal govern- 



BATTALION OF 
FASCIST DESERTERS 
AT CARABANCHEL 



MADRID. — On one of the Ca- 
rabanchel fronts there is a batta- 
lion composed almost entirely of 
deserters from the rebel trenches. 
Many of these soldiers have re- 
ceived honorable mention "in the 
official reports and others havo” 
had their hravery ^reward 
motion to higher VvnW 




There is one 
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he has reached t^e fank of lieu- 
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.Another of these deserter sol- 
diers is a man about forty. He 
was a well-to-do manufacturer of 
tiles at Aranda de Duero before 
the war. He could not live under 
the oppression of the Fascist re- 
gime even though the rebels of 
Aranda had nothing against him. 
One day he decided to leave the 
town with his wife and thirteen- 
year-old son. After several days 
of walking they reached the Re- 
publican lines stop. 

In the fascist propaganda talks 
to our lines, they invite our sol- 
diers to desert to their side. One 
night, the men of this battalion 
of deserters answered, "Don’t 
waste your time on us, we have 
already escaped from fascist ter- 
ritory”. 

Recently some runners fr6m 
this battalion started for the re- 
bel lines at night with Popular 
Front propaganda posters. On the 
way they came up against a rebel 
watch but succeeded in avoiding 
it. They posted the posters on the 
walls of a house practically in the 
rebel trenches. 



ment of Spain the right under in- 
ternational law to purchase the 
necessary arms and equipment 
thus affording support to the fas- 
cist rebels. 

The Congress expressed its com- 
plete solidarity with the Spanish 
government and called for an end 
to the farce of non-intervention. 
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THE BACKGROUND 



OF CHINESE UNITY 



One of the most outstanding 
features of the Sino-Japanese 
conflict in recent weeks has been 
the growth and consolidation of 
the Chinese national front. And 
this has not sprung up mushroomr- 
fashion. For years Chiang Kai- 
Shek's main efforts were spent in 
a futile struggle to annihilate 
Communism in China, the Chinese 
Soviet areas, and the Chinese Red 
Army. China's interests as a na- 
tion were sacrificed right and left 
in the pursuance of this aim. It is 
only the pressure of the Chinese 
people, the hard patient work of 
the .real friends of China, and the 
ever more blatant pressure of Ja- 
panese aggression which have led 
to a reversal in the policy of 
Nanking. 

Already in July 1936 the for- 
mation of a National Defence 
Council, with representatives of 
the provincial governments, was 
a tentative step in the direction 
of national unity. At this time 
Chiang Kai-Shek declared that the 
hour for final sacrifice would 
come if an attempt were made to 



force China to recognise the Ja- 
panese puppet state of Manchu- 
kuo, or if her territorial sovere- 
ignty were again violated. This 
was followed by an increasingly 
firm attitude on the part of the 
Chinese authorities to the various 
Japanese provocations, but natio- 
nal unity was still far from com- 
plete, as was shown by the fact 
that as late as February this year 
the Central Executive Co mm ittee 
of the Koumintang published a 
manifesto containing the statement 
that the cardinal policy of the 
central authorities should be to 
root out the Communists by every 
means at their disposal. 

THE SIANFU INCIDENT 

One of the key stones in the com- 
plicated structure of Chinese uni- 
ty was laid by the correct policy 
of the Chinese Communist Party 
and the Chinese Red Army in the 
Slanfu incident, when Chiang 
Kai-Shek was kidnapped by Chang 
Hsueh Liang. It is certain that at 

(Ltiii tinned on .">) 




THE." WHITE HORSE ou which Franco was going to ride triumphantly into Madrid. But 
that vai a year ago. Meanw hile, look what's happened to the poor home, which we fo- 
und gracing weakly in the Helds when we took y Betchite. Franco is still fat, however 

hut not for long. 



A STRUGGLE AHEAD 
SO MUCH THE BETTER 



BY ALEXIS TOLSTOI 

The days of sumptuous conferences, of elegant meetings of the 
different Committees, the days of France and England's ostrich 
policy, of unparallelled meanness and cowardice — those days are 
ended. 

The Pirate Flag is hoisted openly in the Mediterranean. France 
finds herself cut off from Northern Africa, and England from 
the Suez Canal. The Fascist programme has been published. The 
second Roman Empire and the th*rd German Empire between 
them are directing Europe, including, naturally, England— and old 
Roman colony. 

This is the final announcement. The lion-tamer must now grasp 
his whip and go into the jackals' cage. That is our proposal to 
all the constitutional powers and Republics of Europe. 

For our part, we have taken careful note of the fact that two 
of our merchant vessels have been sunk by the Italian fascist 
submarines. Ours is a serious-minded people, and it considers 
seriously its historic undertakings. We shall do what we have 
decided to do, whatever may stand in our road. 

We shall answer the news of the torpedoing of our ships in 
such a manner that Mussolini will have no time to confess his 
crimes. Our forces and our means are i n ex hau stable. Inexhaust- 
ably vast. Naturally it is more agreeable to devote ourselves to 
building universities and sports stadiums than warships. Put 
world fascism has forced us to build a great Soviet Navy, and 
It shall be built. The Soviet Navy will be the strongest in the 
world; and that is as true as the fact that in ten years we have 
caught up with European heavy industry, and passed it. 

That is not the most wonderful side. The wonderful thing is 
that at the same time we shall go on building universities and 
stadiums. We shall not divide our forces, we shall double them. 
Our task consists in forcing the world to follow a road which 
avoids imperialist war, an* g this is possible il we become stronger 
than the whole imperialist world. 

This task can be accomplished, It lies in the realm of reality. 
We are very near to accomplishing it. The idea must he driven 
like a nail into every one’s brain that we are living in a great 
and terrible epoch. It is and will have to be the duty of each 
one of us to know how to organise our efforts, our ability, in 
a Stakhanovite manner, to know how to subordinate our lir L - 
and our creative activity. 

The greatest happiness in life lies in feeling ones own strength, 
and we are masters of our own strength when "every muscle is 
brought into play", when all our mental energy is directed tn 
achievements each day renewed. 

Before us — the struggle. Then so much the better ! 
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WE VISIT A STEEL FOUNDRY IN MADRID 



EVEN WOMEN SWING SLEDGE 
HAMMERS TO FORGE BETTER 

LIFE FOR FUTURE 




What attracted the attention of 
out delegation of five from the In- 
ternational Brigades aa we filed 
into the office — reminiscent of 
mgay factory offices in the Sta- 
ten — was a red, yellow and purple 
certificate on the grey wall, which 
trend in Spanish as follows: 

Bepublica, Commercial de Hle- 
rros (Irons), incautado por el Es- 
todo en virtud del decreto de 
agoato, 1936. (Taken over by the 
State In virtue of the decree of 
August 2, 1936). 

The President of the Factory 
Committee, working at his desk 
Id blue overalls, was not expec- 
ting visitors, but he welcomed us 
cordially. At that moment a sud- 
den burst of machine gun fire, fol- 
lowed by several grenade explo- 
sions, came as sharp and clear as 
the clang of the steel sledge ham- 
mers being wielded by workmen 
In the mill yard. The President, 
catching our inquisitive look, 
climbed out of his swivel chair 
and strolled to the window a few 
foe t away. Pointing southward he 
•aid* “See, comrades, that house 
between two lone trees on the 
brow of that hill ? Well, that’s 
where the fascists are! They can 
see us, and we can see them.” 

Before the civil war broke out 
in July, 1936, this mill was in the 
hands of the absentee capita- 
lists who extracted their profits 
through representatives that con- 
ducted the operation of the facto- 
ry. As soon as the war started, 
the Government took over the 
mill; the representatives didn * 
lose time in scramming from the 
country. By driving out the fas- 
cist-minded, the workers v/ere 
able to start production of war 
materials, 

PRODUCING FOR WAR 

However, up to this time the 
mill had been used only for the 
production of iron-construction 
materials for buildings. Conse- 
quently, for it to be turned Into 
i war factory required many chan- 
ts in machinery and methods of 
production which proved difficult, 
but were finally accomplished 
with skilful Ingenuity. In Novem- 
ber, when the fascists were threa- 
t ening to enter Madrid on the 
'nonrow, all the workers of the 
milt as one man marched to the 
front. It was impossible to work 
in the mill at the time because 
•»f the heavy concentration of fire 



on it from the approaching inva- 
ders. Airplafie bombardments di- 
rected against the plant was a 
daily feature. 

Normally the mill employs 500 
to 600 men. Now because most of 
their young men have gone to the 
fronts, there are only 320 workers, 
most of them above 40 years of 
age. The workers are represented 
by the U. G. T. and the C. N. T. 
The Factory Committee, whose 
function is equivalent to that of an 
executive committee of any orga- 
nisation, ia composed of II men — 
a president, secretary, and 9 dele- 
gates — all elected by the wor- 
kers of the plant. Each member 
of the committee takes part in 
the production as well as in the 
administration of the plant. In 
addition there is one representati- 
ve, also elected, from each work- 
ing unit throughout the mill who 
serves as liaison man between the 
factory committee and the men. 
He <$sn be said to be his section 
political commissar. The factory 
has in its administrative sfoff a 
government official who fMt Its in 
coordinating the work between 
the government and tl^ fttctory. 

a ■ * , 

BJQ WAGE INCaftAbfc 

Wages range from 14 pesetas a 
day on up, according to quab lo- 
cations; and an 8 hour day and 
a 6 day week This is a 40 per- 



cent increase in pay from that 
which they received under the old 
regime. There Is ho night work 
because electric lights would ma- 
ke a perfect target for enemy ar- 
tillery. 

In the early days of the war 
they made armoured- cars and 
machine guns, to the surprise of 
other steel mills in the vicinity 
that immediately followed the 
example . It is true that these 
balloon tire armoured-cars they 
made were unable to cope with 
the powerful modern German and 



Italian tanks they faced on the 
battle-front. 

NEW INVENTIONS 

Whereas under the old regime 
the workers had none or very lit- 
tle incentive to improve the speed 
of their work, that is now chan- 
ged. By intensive and enthusiastic 
application they have invented 
many devices that speed up pro- 
duction. For instance, during the 
early days they used Vo fill ma- 
chine gun belts with cartridges by 
hand, often ripping the belt. Now, 
by having invented a simple ma- 
chine, they are able to insert as 
many cartridges in a belt in ten 
minutes as, formerly, It took two 
hours to do. They have modeled a 
machine-gun-rifle disc that hulds 
more bullets and works better 
than other types. Many of the 
food cans which the comrades use 
at the front to keep their food 
hot were originated here. Another 
interesting contraption they’ve 
invented Is a machine that has 
eliminated hours of useless l<iix>r. 
Formerly, men hammered nil flay 
long straightening <juL wire and 
cutting required lengths b> hand. 
Now this can be done hy auto- 
matic machinery, straightening 
and cutting the wire mme accu- 
rately and a 1000 pert i-n; more 
rapidly. These same wm r- ;i.,ve 
also made a huge h><i iker. 

which is used at the iron' pro- 

pagandise the fascists 

A collective kitrh* n. he 

workers of the mil) < , it fur 

(Contlmi.-' in. ti.j 







STEEL FACTORY WOK HERS next to one of their earlievt pr»4 
of the huffily — built armored cun used by our army during the ftnf 

of the war. 
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Jose Colom - People's Captain 



thr Spani>h nf AHolaguirr 

l nder y«ur the winds are ntronc. 

And rt ruins of icorn for the tyrant's chain 
You hear at \owr ear in tlie motor' u roar — 

"far ihr Land, the People. for Spain, for Spain?" 

O People's Captain. lone in thr sky. 

Your eye Is wet as you look below — 

Sco r nor of fear.-*, you K«ze through tears 
On the hills you love und the land you know. 
tVhat harvest Is thU In the peasant's field?— 
tYhrtl yield «f death where the vineyard stood? 

See! Treason ?, land lias ravaged thi* land. 

The rivers are red with the lVople’s Idood ? 

O Jose Colom, look down, look down. 

O rloud-eloaked captain, now mark yon well 
The master of Koninn, Goth anil Moor. 

The Court of Judas, the Camp of Hell! 

But turn, Jose, to the rising sun. 

Unbowed behold us for whom yon fly: 

In vale and village, from town and tillage, 

The People muster with banners high. 

The People, the People !— their vow Is spoken. 

Spain Is not broken nor bow*ed In fr:ir — 

Before death claims you and history names you. 

The People's answer, O Captain, hear! 

Voder your wings. the winds have failed. 

Hailed by death you were swift to go. 

Your plane, yourself, Were your only weapons. 

We saw you crash as you dashed the foe. 

Ah People’s Captain, Jose Colom. 

No sad nor solemn dirge Is mine: 

Your name and fame 1 fling hh a flame 
To summon the brave to the firing-line! 

By the light of your deeds we dig our trenches. 

And swear the vengeance that Is your duo — 

When the Moor Is dead and the Goth’s forgotten. 

When the Roman's fled und the traitor’s rotten. 

The People, the People, will sing of you! 

SHAEMAS O’SHEEL 



10,000 Babies in Madrid 
Less Than Year Old 



There are ten thousand babies 
in Madrid today under one year 
of age. The mothers of these chil- 
dren arc unable to feed them nt 
the breast. 

Even in normal times in Madrid, 
ten percent of the children born 
died before they were a year old. 
If this was the average in peace 
time, it is tragic to imagine what 
might have occurred in war. But 
the slogan of the people of Ma- 
drid has been “children first”. 

Ignorance of scientific methods 
brought about the high infant 
mortality. Convinced that its du- 
ties towards the babies cannot be 
fulfilled simply by handing mo- 
thers a little fresh or condensed 
milk, the Council has opened cen- 
ters for baby care all over Ma- 
drid. There every mother brings 
her child. The child is weighed 
and examined at the center, and 
a careful record made. A diet list 
is made cut, the mother is given 
the exact formula for mixing the 
child's milk and all the necessary 
instructions for looking after her 
baby. She is also supplied with 
powdered milk, sugar, and other 
necessities. If the infant fails to 
gain weight the formula is chan- 
ged. 



Every month the Madrid mo- 
thers are supplied with 40.000 ki- 
lograms of powdered milk, 6.000 
of sugar, and 3.000 of flour. 

In the near future it is hoped 
to extend the service to babies 
over one year as well. 



Anthology of Poetry 
by Volunteers 
Is Planned 

Volunteers are urged to 
send original poems. In En- 
glish. to the Volunteer for 
Libert}’, both for use in the 
magazine and for publicat- 
ion in an anthology of ver- 
se by English-speaking com- 
rades In SpaLn. Please write 
your own name and address 
on every manuscript sub- 
mitted. 

Stories, articles, letters 
and other contributions to 
these pages are always 
welcome. Address: The Vo- 
lunteer for Liberty, S. K. I., 
63E, Albacete. 



In the Rebel Zone 

A recent radio talk by Queipo 
de Llano is particularly interest- 
ing. In his jests he continues to 
insist on the morality campaign 
and the edicts of the governors on 
this subject. He proposes, in his 
clownish way, that men and wo- 
men should be dressed in sacks 
showing only their eyes, on which 
they should wear dark specta- 
cles. 



* 

“A B C” de Seville, pronounced 
an exhortation apropos of the 
“lack of respect” of the public 
when they hear the “National 
Hymn”. 



* 

Franco haa announced that 
every spent cartridge which is 
brought in to the civil governors, 
staff headquarters or barracks, 
will be rewarded with one ceotimo. 




ARAGON BATTLE SCENE: Our men. entrenched on a hilltop, watch the plane*) speeding off ‘'"mblng the 

enemy terrain. 
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AMERICAN HOSPITALS THROW A CHILDREN'S PARTY 



They marched down the road 
from the American Hospital of 
Radices, by the ruins of the Con- 
vent castle of Castillejo towards 
the clearing in the woods, by the 
creek. 

More than 300 of them. Girls 
first, boys after, singing the In- 
ternational, shouting the Young 
Guard, happy, untrammeled. The 
Spanish girls working at the Hos- 
pital led the parade, the old folks 
came at the end. The day was 
bright. They are always bright, 
the days in Spain. But brighter 
than the day were the thoughts, 
engendered by such a sight. 

On that road, old, narrow and 
stony, travelled for centuries by 
insolent monks and men in armor, 
the passing peasant was a mere 
beast of burden only a few years 
ago. Io the building which houses 
the American Hospital, Maria 
Cristina de Borbon reigned with 
an iron hand, and stories are often 
told of her avarice, of her mean- 
ness, of her insolence. There is no 
kindness or joy in the face of the 
peasant women when they talk 
of her. And now. with feudalism 




HOSI'ITAI. < II IKK: Or. Irvin- 

Hunch, while watching the 

festivities. 



in all its brutality and ignorance 
still a recent experience in the 
lives even of the young ones, the 
whole population of Saelices, all 
their organizations, in a living 
united front were holding a pic- 
nic for the children, in co-operat- 
ion with the American Hospital 
staff, with an orchestra furnis- 



hed by the Cuenca Branch of the 
Soccorro Rojo Internacional, 
which was represented at the pic- 
nic by its president, Comrade Ju- 
lian Lopez. 

This picnic, not many miles 
from the front, in the midst of 
war and .revolution, kept throwing 
one’s mind back years and gene- 
rations. Everything conspired in 
that direction. Not only the set- 
ting. What was more evident was 
the great enthusiasm among the 
younger generation in singing the 
Joven Guardla, often greater than 
in singing the International. And 
why not? Why sing only 

Arise ye prisoners of starvation. 

Arise ye wretched of the earth. 

when a whole nation fias arisen, 
when for hundreds of kilometers 
on a front from the Pyrenees to 
the Mediterranean, through moun- 
tains and deserted fields, hun- 
dreds of thousands of peasants, 
muleteers, factory workers pro- 
fessional people and even store- 
keepers are holding back and 
pushing back the forces which 



■— ■ ..»■ 




CLIMBING THE GK EASED POLE. 
One of Snanlsh kids at the picnic, 
tackling a new. imported sport. 



would restore the power of the 
clergy, return the palace of Ma- 

i 

ria Cristina to the royal house... 
How appropriate the lines : 




Somos la Joven Guardia 
que va forjando el porvenir. 

And the children of Saelices inst- 
inctively knew it. The Internatio- 
nal was a song learned and loved, 
but the Joven Guardia was felt 
and lived. 

There wasn't the 'slightest doubt 
among the boys, trying, not very 
succesfully, to climb the pole, that 
the earth was theirs. When from 
a corner of the field someone 
started to sing their song, down 
car_ie the human column which 
was cooperatively trying to climb 
the too damn-well greased pole, 
and they all Joined the chorus, 
fists raised. 

Nor did they stop at the end 
of the first verse. After the re- 
frain: 

Es la lucha final que comienza 
la revancha de loa que nnslan pan: 
en la revolurldn que estA en niHrcha 
Iob csclavos el iriunfo alcanznr6.ii. 

sung with meaningful severity, 
canx> the second verse, remlnl- 
nlsccnt and full >f promise: 

Hijoa de la miserla 



MAs hambre no homo* de aufrlr 
Nunetraa las fAbrloa* eerAn. 



HOSPITAL PICNIC SCENES. The children arIiHc. drink leche, play and peae for our photographer. 
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1* K A S A \ T f.lKI., photographed at 
the hOHpital picnic. 



The woods were echoing their 
strong and vibrant voices. In the 
faces of the parents was reflec- 
ted the joy over the victory 
against fascism and feudalism, 
but mingled with sadness and bit- 
terness evoked by leases and past 
sufferings. Not so for the chil- 
dren. Theirs was the fiesta and 
theirs the world. They knew that: 



SCaAanu por las cation 
masu tn triunfo xnarchfnun; 
ante la Cos rd ia Ho ja 
k>a poderoso.i temblmr&n. 



Doctor Irving Busch, Comman- 
der of the American Hospitals in 
Spain, was as pleased and happy 
as any of the children. The nur- 
ses distributed toys (one for eve- 
ry child) the cakes, the sandwich- 
es. A1 Stone Political Commissar 
of the base, busy as a brood hen 
corraJing ducklings, was everyw- 
here, and when evening came and 
Comrade Julian Lopez expressed 
the wish that such affairs be held 



often and regularly, it was amus- 
ing to watch the startled expres- 
sion of Stone who had just wiped 
the perspiration from, his fore- 
head after shipping the last am- 
hulance-load of children back to 
Saelices. 

After supper the nurses, the 
whole hospital staff, many of the 
wounded, now convalescing, the 
delegations of the the workers or- 



' ■ A ■ 




HOMKlV AKn HOI' N P. KMInr the 
bn-ro home, after a dav nf fun. 




ganizations of Saelices and Cuen- 
ca, danced. In the library room 
of the Infanta Maria Cristina de 

Borbon, with the old painting 
still hanging, the room festooned 
with colored paper, joy reigned. 

And when the dance came tn an 
end. and that only because of 
exhaustion. Stone found his way 

to his room and under the rich 
woolen spread on which the In- 
fanta had her name and crown 

richly embroidered, no doubt 
thought of bigger and better pic- 
nics for the children of Saelices. 



“THKV .MARHIKP down the road, more than SOS of them. iin|(lnf 



H. A. 



THE BACKGROUND OF CHINESE UNITY 



Continued from pa|r t.) 

this time, had the Red Army so 
wished, it could have marched 
through Shensni and considerably 
increased its strength, at the same 
time settling various old scores. 
It Is equally certain that such ac- 
tion vould have plunged Cnina 
into' a sharp civil war which 
would have been an immense as- 
set to Japan. The Chinese Soviet 
Government and the Chinese Red 
Army did not take the bait. On 
the contrary, they played a lead- 
ing part in securing Chiang Kai- 
Shek's release, frustrated the 
plans of the Japanese agents, and 
he'ped the Chinese people to rea- 
lise more clearly where some of 
China's best friends werr to be 
found. 

In connection with Chiang s re- 
lease. Chou Eh-Lat, Vice Chair- 
man of the Red Array's Military 
Council, flew to Sianfu and from 
there to Nanking. 

Negotiations between the Chi- 
nese Soviet leaders and the Nank- 



ing Government began shortly 
ater the Sianfu affair, and at 
kmg last thj Nanking Government 
has made the following official 
statement : 

“China's Ooveirnment at Nank- 
ing and the Communist Army 
have been fighting for ten years. 
7 he struggle is note over." 

Previous to this, Mao Tse-tung, 
Chairman of the Chinese Soviet 
Government, and Chuh-toh, Com- 
mander in Chief of the Red Army, 
had been in Nanking for discus- 
sions with the Kuomintang Mili- 
tary Council. 

The Chinese Red Army has now 
become th,> 8th Route Army of 
the Central Government Army ot 
China, and Chuh-teh has been of- 
ficially gaz'd fed a*» its comman- 
der-in-chief. The Army is defend- 
ing the key sectors of N&nkow 
and Chahar on the Northei n 
Front, 

The Central Chinese Govern- 
ment has released hundreds of po- 
litical prisoners. 



In a war which will probably 
be of a very mobile character, and 
in which the policy of the Chinese 
forces will be to avoid big deci- 
sive batles in the early stages, a 
war of sudden attacks followed 
by withdrawal, swift concentra- 
tion and dispersal, the Chinese 
Red Army, with its long expe- 
rience of guerilla warfare and ra- 
pid movement, with its complete 
reliability founded on the political 
understanding of its soldiers, will 
be- of Inestimable value In China’s 
struggle against Japan. 



J APAN 8 DIFFKT LTIKS 
BEGINNING 

At the same time as China i" 
uniting all her forces, there ace 
the first signs of military and 
political difficulties facing Japan. 
The Japanese ^rime Minister has 
announced that the situation is 
one of "pailicular gravity" and 



has uttered a warning against 
“premature optimism" Coming 
from the Japanese authorities, 
who at the beginning of their 
aggresjion showed just such pre- 
mature optimism In their estima- 
tion of China's capacity for re- 
sistance. Mich a declaration can 
only have one meaning. 

There is no doubt that the 
growth of mass unrest in Japan, 
corresponding to a difficult econo- 
mic situation, has been one of the 
factors which decided the military- 
fascist ruling < lique to launch 
their new attack at this rime tn 
the hope of balancing Japan*** 
rconomy wl*n the cotton ar 1 the 
cattle the metals and the c..*l 
the N rttv'm pr> ,v in«:o*. Rut their 
object will scarcely be secured If 
the war is prolonged, with the 
consequent strain on Japanese 
resources, and thu ts pTceissiy 
what appears t.» tv hapfvmtng 

A M X 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND THE FASCIST PIRATES 



Fascismi grows ever more des- 
perate. 

When German and Italian fas- 
cism, with the aid, of the traitor 
generals, attacked the Spanish 
people a year ago, it anticipated 
that within a few weeks it would 
be in control of the whole of the 
Spanish peninsular. And an im- 
partial observer, marking the cir- 
cumstances under which the in- 
vasion took place, might well be 
forgiven for agreeing with the 
fascist estimate. But what fascism 
had failed to take into account 
was the indomitable courage of 
the Spanish people and the active 
sympathy of the progressive for- 
ces of the whole world with the 
Republic in its struggle. 

When it became evident that the 
easy victory it had anticipated 
would not be achieved, fascism 
still thought that by reason of its 
tremendously superior technical 
equipment and trained forces, it 
would achieve victory within a 

year of the commencement of the 

* 

war. And for a time it also looked 
as if this estimate might te true. 
The untrained militia was being 
forced back at every point, des- 
pite the desperate courage it al- 
ways displayed. 

But a year has come and gone. 
Far from having achieved victo- 
ry, fascism has been fought to a 
standstill and the growing po- 
wer of the Spanish People's Army, 
with its increasingly better tech- 
nical equipment, is steadily thro- 
wing back the fascist invaders. 

PIRATICAL ATTACKS 

In its utter desperation, fascism 
resorts to ever more reckless me- 
thods. On August 31st, the British 
destroyer, “Havock”. was attacked 
by an unknown submarine. This 
attack was the culmination of a 
long series of piratical attacks on 
Mediterranean shipping. 

The piracy commenced with the 
sinking of Spanish and Russian 
ships proceeding to or from Spain. 
Encouraged by the lack of con- 
certed action by the Powers, it 
gradually extended to all shipping, 
of whatever nationality (excepting, 
of course, fascist shipping), that 
might be passing through the Mid- 
dle Sea. whether its destination 
might be loyalist Spain or not. 
Spanish, Russian, French. Greek, 
Danish, Panaman and British ves- 
: ..'W have all been ai tacked by 
a ‘p'planes, submarines and des- 
t : uyars. 



The surreptitious help and sup- 
port that the British “National’’ 
Government has been lending to 
the designs of the fascists is being 
repaid with true fascist recipro- 
city. Not content with the con- 
trol it has achieved over the Im- 
perial British trade routes, fascism 
insists on xhoivitiy its control in 
order to force further help. 

MEDITERRANEAN PARLEY 

With mixed motives, the Bri- 
tish Government, assented to the 
calling of a conference of the Me- 
diterranean Powers to deal with 
the question of the pirate =, the 
“unknown pirates”, as it called 
them with delightful naivete. 

It attended the conference with 
three objects: 



I ( .null lim'd I ron i 1‘ni't' 'i.) 

1 peseta 75 centimes a day, is 
located in what was formerly a 
long blue-print office. War pos- 
ters decorate the neatly painted 
walls. A sign near the entrance 
of the kitchen says; “Comrades, 
the state of this dinning-hall will 
indicate the degree of our culture. 
Another sign, significantly displa- 
yed, ephasises: “Unity will bring 
us Victory. Fascism Is the culture 
of barbarism.” 

They have their wall-paper, and 
they issue an attractive monthly 
magazine called “Hoy” I Today). 

Classes in the technical proces- 
ses of production are conducted 
after work hours. Recently 21 wo- 
men atended these classes regu- 
larly. These women are now rea- 
dy and anxious to take the places 



1. To attempt to uphold the 
last traces of its prestige, which 
its constant withdrawals before 
fascist aggressions have brought 
lower than at any time in British 
history. 

2. To protect that of its ship- 
ping not engaged in transporting 
food and supplies to loyalist 
Spain. 

3. And to do all in its power, 
as far as it was consistent with 
the foregoing, to court fascist fa- 
vour by giving it the particular 
kind of assistance that only the 
"National” Government can give. 

PLANS RUDELY UPSET 

But during the conference its 
plans were rudely upset. There 



of their men if these men are 
called to the front. Yes, women 
in the steel mills, swinging sledge 
hammers to forge a better life for 
the future. 

To keep contact with the rear- 
guard “El Campesino” Division 
has adopted this factory. Festivals 
have already been held between 
the two groups. The fighters of 
the “Campesino” Division have 
visited the factory and in turn 
the Mill workers have gone to the 
Division to join them in their 
sports events and other festiv- 
ities. 

The unity between the front 
and the r**ar is the tremendous 
horse-power that Is propelling us 
to ultimate victory against fasc- 
ism. 

-T. T. 



was at least one Power in Euro- 
pe which was not at all disposed 
to tolerate the fog of diplomatic 
mum bo jumbo with which it was 
intended to surround the confe- 
rence and cover a further betra- 
yal of the fight against fascist 
aggression in Europe. 

The representative of the USSR, 
did not bother to keep up the po- 
lite fiction that no one knew who 
the pirates were. To the horror 
of the British delegation, he sta- 
ted in unmistakable terms who 
the pirates were and demanded 
their suppression. 

After a long fight, the British 
plan, by which it was intended 
open the way to the giving of bel- 
ligerent rights to Franco, was dis- 
carded. The plan which was even- 
tually adopted is by no means a 
perfect instrument for the sup- 
pression of the pirates, but it will 
make their task considerably mo- 
re difficult. 

It would be over-optimistic to 
expect the British Government to 
fully implement the plan,, yet the- 
re are signs that the antifascist 
forces (and even among the Go- 
vernments own supporters, there 
are strong elements which disa- 
gree radically fith its policy) are 
gathering strength and will com- 
pel a conducting of foreign affairs 
very different from the past. A 
letter to the “Times” by Mr. Wic- 
kham Steed, a past editor of the 
same paper, makes very intere- 
sting reading. Here is a short ex- 
tract. 

"If our policy induces a belief 
among other peoples, which like 
ourselves, hate war and love free- 
dom, hat we shall not raise a fin- 
ger to help them should they be 
exposed to foreign aggression, we 
may foster this aggression and 
help to bring on a major war. Or 
our policy may drive these peoples 
to make terms with potential ag- 
gressors and thus leave us in a 
moral and political situation the 
reverse of splendid.” 

It its reckless attempts to ex- 
tend war, fascism is opening the 
eyes of more and more of the 
British people as to what is its 
real significance, and we can vi- 
sualise a time when the “Natio- 
nal” Government will no longer be 
able to maintain its precarious 
balance and offer the aggressors 
the aid it has given them in the 
past five years. 

O. C. CL 




WE VISIT A STEEL FOUNDRY 



DIANA. — Arte a Gr&ficas. — Barra . 6, Madrid. 
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SPANISH YOUTH MAPS ANTI-FASCIST FIGHT 




IN SESSlONi Delegatee to the J. S. L 1 . Cougreso, recently held in Madrid, 

nlng to one^oMhe reports. 



"Unite, educate, and organi- 
se the youth of Spain to win 
the war and be more useful in 
the Revolution." With this slo- 
gan, the National Committee of 
the Juventud Socialista Unifl- 
cada (Unified Socialist Youth) 
opened its plenum in the Au- 
ditorium of the Rockefeller 
Institute of Madrid on Friday, 
Sept 24th. The sumptuous hall, 
once the center for indolent 
children erf the upper classes, 
was used by hundreds of re- 
presentatives of anti-fascist 
youth in a magnificent Natio- 
nal Congress that lasted five 
days. 

On the blue drape that hung 
in folds from the platform wall 
was a large picture of T&m&a 
Meabe, poet and founder of the 
J. S. U. Also In the front of 
the hall, above the stage draw- 
curtain, in bold white letters 




JESLS2HERNANDE2 

Minister of Public Educntion, greets 
the Youih Congroe*. 



on a dark blue background, 
was a quotation from Lenin 
which significantly expresses 
the genuine aspirations of the 
liberated youth of Spain. “The 
youth", the quotation reads, 
"above all needs to have pleas- 
ure, and vital strength, sound 
gymnastic sports, swiming, hi- 
kes, and physical exercises of 
all kinds, a variety of intellec- 
tual interests, to learn, study, 
investigate; and they always 
should do so collectively if pos- 
sible." Flags and banners be- 
longing to the different repre- 
sentative youth organizations 
added to the gay unconquera- 
ble spirit of free determined 
youth* 

DELEGATES FROM FRONT 

Young military commanders, 
political commissars, officials, 
and soldiers, directly from the 



front, were among the ruany 
delegates. 

The Congress opened with a 
salute to the glorious work of 
the Spanish Republican Afir.y. 
Homage was paid to such na- 
tional figures as Azafla, Pre- 
mier Negrin, Companys of Ca- 
talonia, and to the youth who 
have fallen in the fight for na- 
tional independence. 

In the midst of prolonged 
ovation, Jesus Hem&ndez, Mi- 
nister of Public Education, was 
heralded by the Congress. He 
greeted the Youth Congress 
and pointed out how closely 
h l a governmental position 
brings him to the youth. 
Among the many things he 
told the delegates, he mentio- 
ned the difference between a 
minister under the old regime 
and the minister of today un- 
der a People’s Front Govern- 
ment, which can be truly said 



to be a government of the 
Youth. “The minister of to- 
day” he said “has one duty, 
and that is to serve the needs 
of the people in the most 'be- 
neficial manner.” 

On the second day General 
Miaja, illustrious defender of 
Madrid and great friend of the 
youth, greeted the plenum. 
Francisco Anton, Inspector- 
Commissar of the Army of the 
Center also was a guest spea- 
ker. 

CARRILLO SPEAKS 

The brilliant report by San- 
tiago Carrillo, General Secret- 
ary of the J. S. U., made on 
the second day, can be said 
to be the pivot around which 
the Congress revolved. 

Some points he outlined in 
his talk are: 

(Continued on page 8.) 
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TANKS 




Among our comrades tanka 
enjoy the reputation of being 
fearful infern&i engines of mo- 
dern warfare. When the tanks 
suddenly advance in our direct- 
ion we feel the desire to run. 
Nevertheless that is the most 
dangerous thing we can do. 

We have very frequently wi- 
the Id the attacks of the fasc- 
ist tanka with success. The his- 
tory of the early days of the 
war Lb full of heroic incidents, 
stories of comrades who went 
to meet the enemy tanks with 
a grenade in their hands. To- 
day, however, we have other 
methods at our disposal and it 
is as well to remind ourselves 
of them. 



IIOH’ TANKS OPERATE 

Tanks advance about 200 
yards in front of the infant- 
ry, and their mission is to clear 
the ground which the Infant- 
ry will occupy. The tanks’ visi- 
bility is nil, so that there Is no 
possibility of their making 
night attacks or of being used 
in very thickly wooded coun- 
try. Our anti-tank bullets are 
effective and have already gi- 
ven satisfactory results. We 
should therefore entrust our 
best marksmen with the anti- 
tank bullets sq that they 
can fire together in the di- 
rection of the driver of the 
tank, while the light machine 
gunners, the machine gunners 
and the other comrades stop 
the enemy infantry by keeping 



A 

up a heavy fire. This will for- 
ce the tanks to halt, since they 
cannot dispense with the pro- 
tection afforded them by their 
own infantry. Our • trenches, 
constructed so as to avoid the 
danger of enfilading fire, will 
protect our bombers. 

Not all typjs of ground arc 
suitable for an advance by the 
tanks. As the tanks have to 
select the most suitable route 
to follow, it Is easy to prepa- 
re very large deep traps which 
must be carefully camouflaged. 
In this way the routes which 
the tanks would follow can be 
blocked. Some of the best bom- 
bers should be neaT these 
points. 

TANK OBSTACLES 

A very wide ditch, with steep 
sides, constructed in front of 
the trenches, constitutes an 
obstacle wnich the tanks can- 
not pass at a moment wher 
they arc well within range of 
our bombers. Low stone walls, 
ruins, etc.j are also useful obs- 
tacles which should be taken, 
into account, I shall be told 
that all this is only pos- 
sible In a position in which It 
has been possible to prepare a 
good defense in advance. But 
what is to be done when we 
have just halted after an ad- 
vance? The answer to this is 
part of the infantryman’s ABC. 
We must dig individual holes 
which later will become tren- 
ches. We should remember too 
that we have at our disposal 



anti-tank guns and anti-tank 
cars which are really effective. 

We can quote some expe- 
riences of the "Paris Commu- 
ne" Battalion. 

December 16 th f 1936, at Boa- 
dllla del Monte, the 1st Com- 
pany, thanks to rifle grenades 
and a few comrades, succeeded 
in stopping the. advance of the 
tanks, while light machne gun, 
machine gun and rifle fire we- 
re directed against the fascist 
columns. 

January 4tkj 1937, at Remi- 
sa, the tanks’ advance was 
stopped, thanks to heavy fire 
from the infantry. 

February 16 th, at Jar&ma, 
the 3rd Company stopped an 
advance of tanks through five 
comrades, firing in the direct- 
ion of the driver, while all the 
rest of the Company fired on 
the infantry. 

Febt'uary 12 th, the Fascist 
cavalry deceived our tanka by 
moving a wing and concealing 
themselves behind a nound. 

March 11 th, several comra- 
des stopped the Italian fascists 
in front of Trijuequc, in spite 
of the tanks and their flame 
throwers, on two successive 
occasions by keeping up an ef- 
fective fire on the enemy in- 
fantry. 

These examples prove that 
when the infantry know hew 
to dig themselves In, each man 
making a f i\-hole, and digging 
suitable trenches as soon as 
possible, they can withstand an 
attack by the enemy tanks. 
Consequently we should never 
think of running from the fasc- 
ist tanks. Not only would such 
conduct be unworthy of a figh- 
ter for liberty, but it would 



also be the most dangerous 
course he could take. 

COMMANDER SAGNlKR 

11th Battalion. 

14th Brigade. 



Pro - Fascists Even Gyp 
Franco 

Only the pro-fascist money- 
raising organization for Spain 
back In the United States has 
a shady record, financially, ac- 
cording to State Department 
figures, recently published, on 
the amount of relief actually 
sent to Spain by the various 
agencies, and the supplemen- 
tary figures issued by the agen- 
cies themselves. 

A prominent New York raa- 
gajfhe comments on these figu- 
res as follows: 

“It appears that all the 
groups have commendable re- 
cords except the American 
Committee for Spanish Relief, 
a pro- rebel organization head- 
ed by Ogden H. Hammond, 
former ambassador to Spain. 
This organization, which was 
launched with a great splurge 
at a Madison Square Garden 
mass meeting, is shown to have 
sent not a penny to Spain out 
of the $ 30,753 which it collect- 
ed for war-sufferers, and to 
have swallowed more than 
? 25,000 in ’expenses*." 

Among the pro- loyalist aid 
organizations, here are the re- 
cords of funds sent to Spain : 

North American Committee 
to Aid Spanish Democracy, 
and Confederated Spanish So- 
cieties to Aid Spain, $ 633,147. 

Medical Bureau to Aid Span- 
ish Democracy, $ 119,353. 

The Nation’s Food Ship, 

$ 25,550. 
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DEATH OF A SPANISH POET 



EYE-WITNESS 
TELLS OF MURDER 
OF GARCIA LORCA 

“That day I was on guard. 
I stepped aside to let pass a 
very young looking man being 
led by the Civil Guards. He 
was pole, but walked serenely.” 
The Spanish lad recounted 
his story, at first reluctantly, 
and then in a fluent, straight- 
forward manner. A few months 




GARCIA LORCA 

beloved Spanish folk-poet murdered 
at Granada by the FueiiU. 



ago he escaped from fascist 
territory and came to our li- 
nes on the Granada front. He 
teld how Federico Garcia Lor- 
ca, the famous Spanish poet, 
met his death during the first 
menths of the war, at the 
hands of the fascists. 

“When \ saw him”, he con- 
tinued solemnly, “I understood 
the tragedy that encircled him. 
Over his head hung the pall of 
death for having written his 
famous romance of the “Civil 
Guards”. 

“Did you know Garcia Lor- 
ca?” he was asked. 

“No; I had read him a great 
deal, however. I knew his 
works and his life. I also know 
of his death — the manner in 
which his life was ended I 
shall never forget. It was so 
monstrous, so criminal, that I 
can never rub it out of my me- 
mory”. 

The lad unfolded his story: 
“Garcia Lorca was located in 



Jack Shirai 

(jApoaeae- American Volunteer, killed at Villanueva da la 

Cafl&da. — July, 1937) 

I hear that Comrade Shirai fell. 

Who did not know him? 

Ilia funny pidgin English. 

His entiling eyes. 

And him brave heart 

Made him loved as a brother 

In the Abraliam Lincoln Battalion, 

Jack Sblral of Hakodate, 

Son of Japanese earth. 

He went to America 

Because at home there was no bread; 

Became a cook In Frisco. 

His art tickled the palates 

Of the richest playboys of the city. 

In the summer Of nineteen hundred thirty-six. 

As the newspaper wrote, 

In Europe, In Spain, 

The Fascist wolf had come out to murder. 

Jack Shlral packed his few things 
And was among the first 
To come from America 

Helping the Spanish people In their fight 
For human rights. 

When the bullets whistled 
And the tAkrlng shells burst, 

Then the hoys of the Lincoln Battalion 
Watched Jack Shlral. 

He had a laughing heart! 

Once On June on the Jarama) 

He was sent as a cook 
Behind the lines fb a hospital. 

They liked him there— the sick, 

The wounded, everybody. 

And the village farmers talked oftm 

Of the Japanese who had come so far for them. 

But one day he ran away. 

Back to the lines — to the front. 

In the North, when we cracked 
The ring around Madrid, 

He was there as we stormed Hrunete. 

And Villanueva de la CaAada. 

As the night was bright 

With the shine of the burning towns. 

Torn by exploding bombs 

And the voices of the great guns. 

Jack Sblral fell. 

The Abraham Lincoln Battalion 
Of the' People’s Annvy of Freedom, 

And the Japanese proletariat, 

Will not forget him.* 

LUDWIG D. 



a French legation, so I was 
told. By means of trickery he 
was induced to come out. 
When he did so, he was sei- 
zed. He was not tried by any 
kind of tribunal, (For that mat- 
ter, neither was anybody else 
held by the fascists.) The night 
of that very same day he was 
pulled out of the jail where the 
Civil Guard had him incarce- 
rated. Among a squad of 
guards he was shoved into an 
automobile. I am sorry to say 



that I figured among this 
blood-thirsty group. 

"The line of autos, like a si- 
nister convoy, pulled out onto 
the Padul road. We were dri- 
ven 18 kilometers from Grana- 
da. It was 8 o’clock at. night 
when we finally get out of the 
autos. The automobile head- 
lights were focused directly on 
the man who was marching 
to his death. The silhouette of 
Garcia Lorca cut an omnipre- 
sent figure in the darkness of 




JACK SHIRAh 

‘■lie had a laughing ht&rl.” 



the night. The Civils placed 
themselves behind the head- 
lights, from where they could 
not be seen. 

“Garcia Lorca walked firm- 
ly with magnificent calm. Sud- 
denly in the middle of the 
road, he halted. He turned 
swiftly and faced us, causing 
the insolent Lieutenant Medi- 
na, who was commanding the 
Civils, to gape in astonishment. 

LORCA SPEAKS 

“Garcia Lorca spoke. He did 
not speak feebly, nor did he 
plead for his life. His power- 
ful words were in defense of 
the thing he always loved: Li- 
berty. He eulogized the cause 
of the people, and condemned 
the barbarity of fascism. 

“Those fiery words, produ- 
ced a tremendous disturbance 
among the Civil Guards. For 
me it was like a penetrating 
light in my brain. The poet 
continued talking... but his 
words were cut short. Lt. Me- 
dina exploded with blasphe- 
mous words and fired his pis- 
tol at the poet. Then he set the 
Civil Guards against him. 

CLUBBED WITH RIFLES 

"The spectacle was terrible. 
They threw themselves upon 
him and struck him merciles- 
sly with the butts of their ri- 
fles. Some of us remained sta- 
tionary, too horrified to do 
anything. Garcia Lorca ran 
and was followed by a rain of 
bullets. A hundred yards aw ay 
he keeled over. As the murde- 
rers approached him with in- 
tentions of finishing him, he 
raised his body, streaming 

(Contiaunl on |M|c S.j 
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HOW CARL BRADLEY EARNED HIS THREE BARS 




FIGHT AT QUINTO 
AND BELCHITE 
IS DESCRIBED 

VALENCIA. — Spanish sol- 
diers and officers in the Twen- 
ty-fourth Battalion of the Fif- 
teenth Brigade came wearily 
out of the Aragon offensive 
but lost no time petitioning 
their command to give the 
three bars of captaincy to Carl 
Bradley of the States. They 
sent a little note along to 
G. H. Q, in which the words 
heroico and gloriosa figure a 
number of times, and thereby 
hangs & story, possibly one of 
the most revealing in this war, 
of the close bonds between the 
International Brigade and the 
Spanish soldiers. It tells how 
Carl Bradley, Local 3844, Inter- 
national Longshoreman’s Asso- 
ciation, became Captain Brad- 
ley, of the Spanish Republican 
Army. 

The People's Army, hardened 
by a year of warfare into sea- 
soned, disciplined troops who 
can take on the toughest of 
.Black Arrows and make them 
very homesick, had Just cap- 
tured more than 1400 square 
kilometers of territory in Ara- 
gon. Fighting in the van with 



the Spaniards were the men of 
the Fifteenth Brigade — las 
Brlgadas Internacionales — and 
they did sterling work at Bel- 
chite and Quinto, winning the 
high praise of General Pozas, 
commander of the division. 

HOW IT WAS DONE 

Nobody can tell the story of 
Belchite and Quinto better than 
Captain Bradley who won his 
stripes for his good work here. 
Let me tell the story almost 
as he told it. If anybody knows 
Belchite Jt is Captain Bradley 
whose men at Dead Man’s 
•Point built the barricades that 
did such damage to the fas- 
cists. Let film tell you of Quin- 
to, that towering fortification 
into which the German engi- 
neers put a year’s work build- 
ing what they thought would 
be impregnable defenses. 

“At Quinto” Bradley says 
"the fascists held a large build, 
ing, biggest in town, command- 
ing the entire position. Walls 
three feet thick; a regular for- 
tress, The windows had machi- 
neguns poked through them, 
and it would be next to Impos- 
sible to take Quint? if this 
place wasn’t taken. 



“On the afternoon of the day 
before the last trench position 
of the fascists was taken, our 
command asked for volunteers 
for a bombing squad to wipe 
out this nest Ten men were 
needed and ten men Immediate- 
ly volunteered. 

ARMED WITH GLYCERIN 

Bradley commanded the 
group. “We went armed with 
glycerin bottles, took a posit- 
ion 25 feet from the wall of 
Ihe building. We hid there and 
waited till after 25 shells, well 
directed, hit the place. The 
walls were so thick they did 
not demolish the building. The 
main purpose of the shelling 
was to force the fascists into 
their holes, away from the 
windows with. their machineg- 
uns and snipers. 

“Out of the ten, two were 
wounded as we snaked our way 
tp the building. Three of the 
gang had to carry them back. 
That left five to carry on. We 
took our bottles, filled with 
this deadly explosive glycerin, 
picked windows, and threw 
them in with well-directed pit- 
ches that came from good ba- 
seball arms. Tremendous fla- 
mes exploded inside the build- 
ing, We came back twice with 
the bottles and then rolled a 
big drum of gasoline into the 
structure with a fuse attached 
to it. It exploded Inside. 

“This mission finished we re- 
turned to find out how our 



other five men were. We wen- 
ded our way back to where 
hundreds of our soldiers were 
standing on & hill, enthused. 
They had been watching us do 
this Job on the fascist stron- 
ghold that had snuffed out the 
lives of so many of their com- 
rades. The building burned all 
night. 

Bradley then told how the 
fighting went at Belchite. Here 
the American boys carried on 
boldly but cleverly in street to 
street fighting, infiltrating the 
town and then going to work, 
taking house after house. 

“We charged uphill some 350 
meters under enemy machine- 
gun fire. We could see the fa- 
ces of the fascists. Three of 
our men were killed; seven 
wounded out of 29. The Ame- 
ricans had to put up their ma- 
chinegun stand. The bullets 
flew so thick we had to take 
our ponchoes, fill them with 
sand, and under that bit of 
protection, set up the guns. 

WHERE REGAN DIED 

"We took a street to a point 
where Charlie Regan was ki- 
lled. Charlie was one of the 
bravest men in Spain, a World- 
war vet and a fighting Irish- 
man with pleasant blue Irish 
eyes but with a strong deter- 
mination. Men looked on him 
as one who would go into the 
Jaws of death for them and 
they loved Wm_ He had such 




GENERAL WALTER, Commander of (bo Uth Divltlun. Above, at tight, another 

photo of Cco. Walter, on the Aragon frost 
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a burning hatred of Fascism 
he’d atrip himself of his skin 
If it would help. He waa killed 
September 0. 

"We called where he was ki- 
lled Dead Man’s Point. We had 
to go up the street and make 
& perfect cleaning of houses. 
Our men were hungry but they 
didn't pick up a piece of bread 
in the houses they cleaned up. 
We went this way: four men 
on the right hand side watch- 
ing the left side for snipers 
muX four on the left watching 
the right hand. Two more men 
looking at the rear. Thus we 
had perfect protection. Then 
we came to a point 75 feet 
from the fascists and could 
hear their officers # hollering 
Viva Franco. 

MOVE BARRICADES AHEAD 

"At Dead Man's Point where 
the bullets were ricocheting, we 
built a barricade of bags of 
grain taken from cellars of 
abandoned houses, and gave 
them hell from behind it with 
bombs and rifles. Then we de- 
cided to move the barricades 
^rward, a few feet at a time 

vo volunteers were needed 
or this, two stepped forward 
immediately. One of them was 
Ephraim Bartlett, of Denver, 
Col., a man with some Indian 
blood, a miner who had been 
a soldier in the United States 
Cavalry and who saw a lot of 
duty on the Mexican front, a 
man of 45. Back to the sides 
of the building, he took sack 
by sack from the barricade, 
holding them in front of him 
in direct fire of the enemy, he 
piled them in the new position. 
This way we brought the ba- 
rricade forward under direct 
enemy fire. 

"Then we began to advance 
through the buildings by^ dig- 
ging holes In those thick Spa- 
nish walls and here the mi- 
ners were very proficient. We 
got a commanding position 
from two houses on the right 
and began to harass the ene- 
my by sniping. 

700 PRISONERS 

"Some of the men heard voi- 
ces in the cellar of the build- 
ing. Wo discovered there was 
about 150 Fascist soldiers and 
civilians downstairs. A Spanish 



officer began to talk to them 
through the cellar window. He 
explained why they ought to 
surrender, told why we were 
fighting and they said they 
would surrender. We took TOO 
prisoners in three houses right 
by our barricade. 

"About three o’clock in the 
morning, after a rigid guard 
all night, the stillness was sud- 
denly exploded like a bolt of 
lightning. There was suddenly 
r unn ing around in the streets, 
noises, Shots, the bursting of 
grenades. 

"There was a great tension 
and you had a feeling that now 
here it comes. This is the pa- 
yoff — the two bodies were 
going to collide right now. 

LOUD-SPEAKER ARRIVES 

"Everybody’s nerves were 
strained. Suddenly you heard all 
over the city the playing of 
the Spanish national anthem. 
The loudspeaker had come up! 
It was just like pouring oil on 
troubled waters. Just as if by 
agreement of both sides, every- 
body stopped to listen. 

"Then there was a short 
speech that had been prepared 
by Dave Doran, of the United 
States. It was translated into 
Spanish. A simple little speech 
it was, but its effect was dead- 
ly. He told the Fascists how 
futile their position was. He 
told them what the Republi- 
cans stood for. He told of Mus- 
solini and Hitler and the In- 
vaders. Then the National An- 
them sounded again. 

“Two minutes elapsed. Silen- 
ce. Then a few scattered shots. 
We afterward learned these 
were some fascist officers being 
killed by their own soldiers. 
Suddenly we heard the sol- 
diers, the fascist soldiers com- 
rade, bust into singing the In- 
ternationale ! They started 
Shouting Viva la Repdblica! 
Then we knew victory was 
ours. Then ali their soldiers 
came over. They surrendered 
and Belchite, t he Fascist 
stronghold that Napoleon 
couldn’t take, was now in the 
hands of the International Bri- 
gadiers. 

— AND SEVEN NUNS 

"There was suddenly great 
jubilation. Not because we beat 
them, it wasn't only that, but 



LOYAL GUERILLA 

FRANCO 

VALENCIA. — Guerilla war- 
fare itn Franco’s rear Is assum- 
ing serious proportions, judg- 
ing by reports reaching here at 
frequent intervals. 

In the mountains of. Huelva 
Proyince, in the South, in the 
northern Provinces of Galicia, 
many thousands of Republi- 
cans are harrassing the Fascist 
garrisons. 

HALF RETURNED 

Three thousand guerilla 
fighters from Viana del Bolla, 
Orense, make life hectic for 
the Fascist headquarters at 
Vigo and Pontavedra. A comp- 
any of Moors and Phalangista 
recently sent out to crush them 
was almost annihilated, barely 
half of them returning from 
the expedition into the moun- 
tains. 

Another two thousand repu- 
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at the fraternity when they 
come over, happy, singing, 
throwing their arms around 
us. 

Captain Bradley ended his 
story with this: “We come 

across seven nuns working in 
the Belchite fascist* hospital, a 
lot of wounded all around. The 
fascist officers had escaped, 
leaving them to their fate. The 
nuns viewed us with awful sus- 
picion, thinking torture was in 
store for them. That’s what the 
fascists led them to believe. 
They looked like they were re- 
signed to death. Then we came 
forward and gave them milk, 



BANDS MENACE 
’S REAR 

blicana are estabUAed in the 
mountains of Buama. Moat of 
them are fugitives from Mala- 
ga, Rio Tinta and Seville. They 
are secure In the deep gulleya 
and craggy mountains, re- 
cently successfully ambushed 
a force sent out to destroy 
them. 

CAPTURED DYNAMITE 

In La Clana Prieta, In the 
suburbs of Ar dales, and neigh- 
boring villages of Malaga Pro- 
vince, numerous bands of Span, 
iards, who escaped from Ma- 
laga, have been persistently 
attacking the Insurgent garri- 
son at Chorro del Agua. 

Several times reinforcements 
have had to be drafted into the 
area to support the local fasc- 
ist forces. 

One report of an attack on 
A rdales tells how the raiders 
carried of 20 cases of dynami- 
te, 410 rifles and many horses. 
Fifty Phalanglsts and Civil 
Guards were wounded in t in a 
fight. 



AMERICANS BOO 
MUSSOLINI’S SON 

NEW YORK.— When Victo- 
rio Mussolini, the son of Italy’s 
dictator arrived here, he was 
greeted by thousands of people 
who shouted, "Mussolini is a 
murderer!", "Expel .his son 
from the United States!" These • 
demonstrations continued with 
greater enormity at the hotel 
where he stayed. 



eggs, bread. The medical doc- 
tor asked them which were the 
most seriously wounded cases, 
as he wanted to give them im- 
mediate attention. The. nurses 
gladly showed them. Their fa- 
ces registered a smile for the 
first time, and as we helped 
the sick, the nuns kept saying, 
"Muy bien — , muy bien.’’ That 
means "Very good, very good." 
We helped the nuns over the 
barricade and took them to 
safety." 

That’s the story of Belchite,. 
Captain Bradley said. 

J, N. 
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THE FIFTH 

The discovery of a vast net- 
work of espionage and treason 
In Madrid has given us a sharp 
reminder of the work of the 
enemy In our rear. It is not 
enough to feel violent indigna- 
tion against these criminals. It 
la necessary to consider how 
they can be fought and over- 
come. That their activities re- 
present a real danger is shown 
by previous experiences, and 

t 

particularly by the events at 
Santander... 

“While we were trying to 
find a boat the 'Fifth Column', 
that is to s&y, the internal ene- 
my, had already come out on 
the streets. 'Hie Fascists set 
fire to the petroelum supplies 
and began firing at the Govern- 
ment supply centres", says an 
English witness, Commander 
Pursey. 

It was work of this kind 
which was being prepared by 
the organisation discovered in 
Madrid. 

FASCIST PLANS FOILED 

Before November 7th last 
year, when General Mola was 
asked by a group of foreign 
journalists which of the four 
columns marching on Madrid 
would take the city, he replied: 
“Madrid will be taken by the 
FiftTT Column". In other words 
the Fascists in Madrid would 
hand over the city to the ene- 
my. Mola made a mistake. The 
people took the hint, dealt his 
allies a hard blow, and disor- 
ganised the Fifth Column. But 
It continued to exist. 

It is interesting to note the 
aims of this Madrid organisa- 
tion which has recently been 
brought to light. 

It was engaged in recruit- 
ing men to carry on the public 
services when ( and if) the Fas- 
cists entered Madrid. It was 
collecting information and stu- 
dying means of conveying it to 
the enemy : in one premises 

the authorities discovered a 
plan of Belchite, an account of 
our forces in that sector, a re- 
port of the present position of 
the El Campesino (46th) Divi- 
sion, and a note on the eva- 
cuation of the Guadalajara hos- 
pitals. 



COLUMN 



A flection known as the Whi- 
te Phalangists was organised 
among the refugees in the va- 
rious embassies, and particu- 




larly In that of Chile, where it 
is believed that the General 
Staff of the whole organisat- 
ion may be found, enjoying a 
scandalous "diplomatic" immu- 
nity. This section, regarded as 
superior to the others, was to 
play a leading part in the al- 
location of posts when tiie fas- 
cists took o^er the municipal 
services. 

A military section with wide 
ramifications was entrusted 
with recruiting soldiers to act 
in conjunction with the rebel 
forces in the next fascist at- 
tack on Madrid. In particular, 
they had the task of siezing 
the main public buildings, the 
central post, telegraph, trans- 
port offices, etc. 

A blacklist was being prepa- 
red for use in the hypothetical 
future. 



GERMAN, ITALIAN POLICE 

We must not forget that at 
the head of the Fifth Column 
are ttie Gestapo and the Ita- 
lian police with their wide ex- 
perience. The Gestapo had sent 
its tentacles through Spain con- 
siderably before July 18th, and 
in fighting the Fifth Column 
we are not fighting a hasty 
overnight improvisation. 

The spy, the provocateur, the 
saboteur are the worst enemies 
of the Spanish People’s Revo- 
lution. Only implacable and 
per3e,rvering effort, a watch- 



fulness neither dulled by ex* 
cessive confidence nor blinded 
by undue suspicion, can defeat 
them. The methods of fascism 
in Spain — the killing of pri- 
soners, the bombing of open 
towns where the victimo are 
women and children — these 
things are sufficiently well 
known. The methods of the 
Fifth Column are no more 
crupulous or humane: assas- 
sination, blackmail, prostitut- 
ion, the launching of malicious 
:md defeatist rumors, profiteer- 
ing, the hoarding of foodstuffs, 
etc., the securing of informat- 
ion by bribery or terror — all 
these methods are co-ordinated 
in their pian of campaign. They 
can adapt themselves to cir- 
cumstances. 

NO HELP FROM US! 

Sometimes we ourselves un- 
wittingly assist the enemy. It 
is ail too tempting to come, 
like Moses from the mountain, 
to dazzle an astonished audien- 
ce with brand new information. 
But the price the Republican 
cause pays for that momenta- 
ry feeling of elation and self- 
importance may be a heavy 




one, and neither in Spanish nor 
in English is it very hard to 
say: "I don’t know." 

The fascist agents are not 
stirring figures surrounded 
with a mysterious and roman- 
tic halo. They are not fit sub- 
jects for a sentimental huma- 
nitarianism. They would deny 
liberty, progress, the possibili- 
ty of a fuller and better life 
to millions of people, and ins- 
tead would substitute tyranny 
and grinding poverty. Such 
they are, and as such they 
should be judged. 



Theae people do not work lit 
a vacuum. A traitor who ifl 
completely isolated can gene- 
rally do comparatively little 
harm. But discord and jealuoay 
between anti -fane lets and anti- 
fascist organisations are trea- 
son’s best breeding ground. In 
such an atmosphere it is rela- 
tively easy to play one section 
against another, to take sides, 
to escape detection, or if detec- 
ted to cry out against "politi- 
cal victimisation", to make the 
whole struggle against the 
Fifth Column much more diffi- 
cult and obscure by fomenting 
striffe between sincere antifas- 
cists. 

The Spanish Republic's su- 
rest weapon against the Fifth 
Column is the complete unity 
of action of all our forces, uni- 
ty in the People’s Front and in 
support of the Government of 
the People’s Front, unity with 
one aim: to work together at 
the fronts and in the rear for 
the victory over fascism and 
the triumph of the People's 
Revolution. All the anti-fascist 
forces need each other — they 
cannot light-heartedly dispen- 
se with the co-operation of 
this or that organisation. If 
their whole strength is directed 
to this aim, an improved si- 
tuation in the rear will be re- 
flected in greater and more de- 
cisive victories at the front. A 
store of energy will be relea- 
sed which is at present dor- 
mant or spent in all too embit- 
tered controversies, or in en- 
deavoring to promote or safe- 
guard the interests of this or 
that organisation. The work of 
the Fifth Column will become 
a hundred times more difficult, 
and tfie task of the Republican 
authorities in unmasking the 
spies and traitors and giving 
them their deserts will become 
a hundred times easier. 

In our own Brigades every 
action, whether conscious or 
not, which tends to friction or 
misunderstanding between the 
Volunteers and the Spanish 
comrades, or *>etween soldiers 
of different nationalities or dif- 
ferent anti-fascist opinions, on- 
ly helps Franco. Every action 
which tends towards a better 
understanding, a closer Peo- 
ple’s Front unity, is another 
nail in the fascist coffin. 

A. M. E. 
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COMRADE 

The other morning as we left 
the Hotel Alfonso on the Gran 
Via (where you can get tole- 
rably pale coffee) the fascist 
artillery undertook its custo- 
mary trajectory of the city. 
The spectacle of a lone peasant 
frantically trying to quiet down 
his burro in the middle of this 
highly modem avenue fascina- 
ted us until a shell landed too 
close for poetic sentimentalis- 
ing. We ducked into a books- 
tore which looked safe, for its 
windows were barricaded aga- 
inst shrapnel by stacks and 
stacks of Flatos, Geothes, Hu- 
gos, in what, we suppose, was 
the Spanish edition of the Mo- 
dem Library. 

There was a musty coolness 
about the place, like a wine 
cellar, and so we settled down 
comfortably in a chair to spend 
a restful couple of hours. Wast- 
ing to find out why we had 
taken to capturing sheep, as 
well as fascists, on the Aragon 
front, we picked up a Baedeker 
in the hope that he would give 
us some clue to what in the 
social background of sheep 
impelled them to line up with 
the fascists. But he gave us no 
help on this point, and we al- 
ready knew that sheep had an 
affinity for sbeep-herdetS. 

GOODBYE TO ALL THAT 

Although we remained just 
as muttonheaded about the 
Aragon front as before, we 
found our 1020 edition of Bae- 
deker a highly absorbing do- 
cument. It portrayed a Spain 
and Madrid not even of the 
Republic (ante July 1036), but 
of the monarchy. A Madrid of 
resplendent caf£s in which 
lounged elegant, simpering 
young men of aristocratic li- 
neage, and apish business men 
on the make; a Madrid of re- 
pression and bureaucracy; a 
listless Madrid stultified by the 
feudal social relationships that 
still existed; a Madrid of mu- 
seums filled with marvellous 
paintings that it had inherited 
from the past, but whose tra- 
ditions the existing ruling 
classes were impotent to cont- 
inue. It portrayed a lazy in- 
dolent Spain, and was silent 
about the oppressed but vital 



TUB VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 

BAEDEKER -A SPANISH FANTASY 



IN WHICH THE OLD TOURIST PULLS A RIP 
VAN WINKLE IN MADRID, AND HITS THE 
HIGH SPOTS AT THE SAME TIME THE 

SHELLS DO 



forces of the proletariat and 
peasantry whose rich spiritual 
strength would ultimately crea- 
te a new and dynamic Spain. 

We decided it would be fun 
to take Rip Van Winkle Bae- 
deker out of his musty refuge 
on a tour of the tumultuous, 
indomitable Madrid of today. 
El Sefior Baedeker has never 
quite gotten round to visiting 

Soviet Russia and wc wanted 

* 

to guarantee against a similar 
oversight of revolutionary 
Spain. Don't get a misimpres- 
s ion : we have a real affection 
for Karl Baedeker. Among 
tourist manuals his is the moot 
thorough, accurate and concise, 
and if he inclines to see cities 
in static terms of museums; 
statues, churches and palaces, 
that is more the fault of his 
clientele, who like their history 
mummified. 

A^TUR lUli SHElJJVfl 

So, when the shells began to 
come more slowiy we went out. 
It was like when a heavy rain 
has let up for a moment and 
one can still hear the thunder 
in the distance. People were 
furtively darting out of door- 
ways and making a run for 
their destinations. A few more 
hardy one* were inspecting the 
effects. When it appeared that 
the holocaust was over the 
sti'eets soon were crowded 
again and people were In tu- 
multuous and boisterous move- 
ment. With Karl we walked 
down the Calle Montera. A shell 
had hit the top story of an 
apartment house and dislodg- 
ed huge boulders into the 
street. Others still hung pre- 
cariously on high. We made a 
wide detour, but on the second 
story a nonchalant Madrilefia 
was (lasting the dcbiis off her 
balcony. 

We descended into the Pucr* 
ta del Sol. Karl was quit^ in- 
timidated by the burly throngs 
of soldiers although he was so- 
mewhat reassured by the 



stream of water that some 
street cleaners were laying 
down on the hot pavement. 
That was a thread of continui- 




ty with the past. We noticed 
that he was at trading attent- 
ion in his bourgeois garments 
of 1920, so we took him into 
a shop and bought him khaki 
pants and a khaki shirt. Out- 
side we purchased a Sam 
Brown belt and enough stripes 
so that he would rank as a 
commandant e, which, with his 
distinguished Van Dyck, would 
get us by even a Garde 
d'Asalte. 

THE TOURS BEGINS 

We asked our ancient friend 
where he would want to go 
first. He hesitated between the 
Prado, aristocratic avenue of 
mansions and museums, and a 
walk toward the western eide 
of the city where were the Ro- 
yal Palace, the Almudcna Ca- 
thedral, etc. Since he had not 
seen the latter, we went there 
first. We went along the Calle 
Mayor which took us through 
the Plaza de la Constitucion or 
Plaza Mayor. Karl told us that 
this square dated back to the 
16th century and that the 
equestrian statue of Philip III 
which was in the center dated 
back to 1613. The square bad 
been a theatre of tourneys in 



the days of decadent knigh- 
thood, of executions, of auto- 
da fes > cf horse races and bull- 
fights. Its balconies could hold 
50,000. Now all the pavement 
had been torn up by shrapnel, 
but PWlip still was un tou- 
ched. 

As we approached the Pala- 
ce, a large green vista opened 
up before us. Karl's eyes ltght- 
et up: “We can go for a nice 
cool walk 'in the Casa del Cam- 
po’\ he- said. At which point 
he was startled by staccato 
noise of a machine gun, excel- 
lently grouped. An excited 
Spanish guard waved to us. 
Where was our ‘ t Salv<Jconduc- 
to” ? We pointed to Kart's 
stripes. Our guard looked du- 
bious, but at that point our 
friend Baedeker had lost his 
heart for further advance. He 
could sec, he said, even from 
the distance, that the Palace 
was unharmed save for fascist 

shells. He’d much rather. *s£e 

* 

the Prado, he said. Nor could 
we persuade him to take a look 
at the Aknudena Cathedral to 
see that as much as had be^n 
built was intact., 

BAEDEKER BEWILDERED 

As we returned toward the 
Puerto del Sol he asked us 
what were the iee houses and 
sea walls made out of paving 
stones that he noted in all the 
streets near the city’s extremi- 
ty. And we told him how wo- 
men, children and men had 
abandoned everything last. Oc- 
tober to fortify their city, and 
make It, if the fascists should 
ever really penetrate into It, 
literally the tomb of fascism. 

We went down the Calle de 
Alc&lA Our distinguished tour- 
ist insisted on stopping in all 
the old and famous cafds. He 
noted how, despite the turbu- 
lence of the war, the brasses 
were scrupulously polished, and 
the upholstery carefully trea- 
ted by the ever-changi hg 

groups of soldiers that came 
in to quench their thirst. At 
Moline ro's we tried the peach 
ice cream (helado). Not badly 
made, he said, considering the 
lack of milk. At Negresco’s we 
sipped a Naranjada, a sweet 

(Continue t* on naxt page,) 
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the volunteer fob liberty 



LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

From An "Epic" in 
California 

My dear friend J: I suredy 
appreciated seeing another let- 
ter from you in the Epic News 
this week, and I hope that your 
wound i a not too serious, 'ftlis 
morning I received a letter 
from Mr. and Mrs. M, which 
contained a letter from you 
which I am enclosing... 

All true lovers of democra- 
cy . throughout America are 
showing an intense interest in 
the duly elected democratic 
loyalist government of Spain. 
Everyone seems to realize that 
the fascist powers of Franco, 
Germany and Italy are a threat 
to real democracy throughout 
the world. The enclosed clip- 
ping from the Wilmington Dai- 
ly Press tells of the next big 
meeting to be held in Los An- 
geles. The San Pedro and Wil- 
mington Spanish -American club 
held a party last Saturday 
night in San Pedro to help rai- 
se funds for the Loyalist cause. 
I understand that about 300 
were .present. They plan ano- 
ther party September 12. 

We had one meeting in Wil- 
mington Bowl In which I think 
we raised close to BOO dollars. 
Our Wilmington Epic-Democra- 
tic club is tonight going to lay 
plans for getting together with 
union labor and other progres- 
sive organizations here in the 
harbor district to have the film 
'The Spanish Earth” shown 
here; and the proceeds will go 
toward providing medical care 
and food for the needy Loyalist 
people of Spain. 

I Feahae. that you cannot 
write many individual letters, 
tout I hope you will write of- 
ten to the Epic News because 
in that way thousands of peo- 
ple read your letters and learn 
Just what is going on in Spain. 

With beat wishes, your 
friend B. 

Wilmington, Calif. August 
26, 1937. 



Another I. L. A. Dis- 
trict Goes C. I. O. 

Dear Z : We received you let- 
ter and were certainly glad to 
hear from you, as- we heard a 
rumor around here that you 
had been killed. Well, your let- 
ter assured us that it was, af- 
ter all, only a rumor... 

The Local is still going 
strong... P. D. is working out 
of the hall again, and Ted is 
out organizing for the A.F. of 
L. and I’m still pounding the 
typewriter. That was a very 
into resting letter you sent us, 
so interesting in fact that the 
Publicity Committee put it on 
the front page of our bulletin, 
as you will notice when you 
road the one I enclose... 

District 38 of the I.L.A. has 
gone C.I.O. with a big bang. 
We voted down here in favor 
of it too. So, now the name of 
the organization i3: The Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s and 
Warehousemen’s Union, no lon- 
ger affiliated with J.P. Ryan 
or the I.L.A. Now it is the 
I.L.W.U. Hooray for Harry 
Bridges! 

Your friend has been paying 
your dues, Z., so you need not 
worry about that. When do you « 
think you'll be home again? 
Or do you intend to settle down 
there and marry that little good 
looking Spanish nurse you 
were telling us about (What do 
you think my heart is made 
of ? ? 7 ) . 

Write real soon and tell us 
more news. 

Best of luck, 

M. T. 



HOW GARCIA LORCA 
WENT TO HIS DEATH 

(Continued from page 3.) 

with blood, and gazed at them. 
Astounded the Civils climbed 
into their autoe. Only Lt. Me- 
dina came closer. He struck 
the poet over the head with 
the butt of his pistol. This ti- 
me Garcia Lorca collapsed to 
the ground enriched by his 
blood for the last time. Medi- 
na discharged three barrel- 
loads of bullets Into the lifeless 
body. 

"There the poet remained 
unburied — in front of his Gra- 
nada.” 



COMRADER BAEDEKER 

(Continued from page 7.) 

drink made out of saccharine 
and syrup. 

We sauntered down towards 
the Prado. Our by now "com- 
rade” was amused to see the 
statue of Cybeles in the Plaza 
del Castelar encased in a brick 
covering to protect it against 
shrapnel. "La Linda Tapida”, 
the Covered Beauty, the Ma- 
drilefioa have recljpstened their 
dear goddess. Apollo and Nep- 
tune further down the Prado 
had similar encasements. 

Nothing quite so endeared 
proletarian Madrid to our an- 
cient friend, as the care with 
which the palms and shady oak 
trees and the green walks of 
the Prado had been kept up. 
With an effort, he even suffe- 
red the new name that the Ave- 
nue had been given, “Avenue 
of Proietarian Unity”. And all 
the mansions and little pala- 
ces that had been taken over 
by various organizations he 
was easily reconciled to: 
"From what I have already, 
seen, they will get better care 
and be placed to better uses 
now.” 

Finally we reached the Mu- 
seum of the Prado, one of the 
most famous in the world. The- 
re we were told that all the 
valuable art treasures and as 
many as could be saved from 
the Duke of Alba’s palace, 
which had been fired by fas- 
cist incendiary bombs, had been 
transferred to safety, chiefly 
in Valencia, where they were 
being catalogued. "I must go 
there”, the old man said. "Can 
I get a train?” We told him 
he’d travel much faster in a 
camion, especially if it was dri- 
ven by an American from the 
Auto Park, 

We went up towards the 
beautiful "Retiro Park”. It is 
bordered by what was the Ca- 
lje de Alfonso XIII in 1920, the 
Calle de AlcalA Zamora in 1936, 
and today is Calle de Reforma 
Agraria. This tickled us al- 
most as much as the Calle de 
Miliclas Marxistas Unificadas, 
which ran Into it. 

In the shady “Retiro” we sat 
down on a bench. Everything 
here seemed like old times to 
Comrade Baedeker. An old man 
was sleepily reading fcis news- 
paper. A mother was crochet- 



ting. Her baby was playing in 
the dirt. K&rl relaxed and stret- 
ched out his spindly legs. But 
then the 15.5’s began to mutter 
in the distance. Karl looked at 
us as if to say, "Shouldn’t we 
get back to our bookstore re- 
fugio?” But our bench neigh- 
bors put him to shame. "They 
sound far off”, said the mother 
and returned to her knitting. 
“They are less dangerous when 
they hit the dirt, than when 
they hit the paving stones”, 
said the old one from in his 
newspaper. 

Comrade Baedeker could not 
help but love this gallant Ma- 
drid. 

j. r. l. 



SPANISH YOUTH MEETS 

(Cont-mu'd fron past* I.) 

1. The J. S. U. dedicates it- 
self to strengthening the Alian- 
za de la Juventud. (This is the 
national organization made up 
of different youth groups. The 
J. S. U., which is the unifica- 
tion between Socialist and 
Communist youth, is part of 
this larger body.) 

Z Culture is no longer the 
privilege of the powerful few, 
but a soda! function open for 
all youth. He explained how 40 
institutions of learning were 
closed down by the fascists; 
on the other hand hundreds of 
new schools have been opened 
by Republican Spain. The sa- 
laries in fascist territory have 
been brutally cut, whereas fn 
loyalist Spain wages have in- 
creased. 

3. Efforts must be made to 
raise the cultural level of the 
peasant youth, and also their 
working conditions. Land must 
be given to those peasant fight- 
ers who desire it. 

4. To work for unity among 
all youth at all times, perform- 
ing constructive work that 
tends to build harmony. 

5. To wipe away all coun- 
ter-revolutionary forces that 
try to split the youth, espe- 
cially Trotskyites. 

6. To Intensify work in the 
centers of production, raising 
the cultural level of the youth ~ 
in the factories. 

7. Above all to organize the 
youth in one organization of 
combat against fascism, In or- 
der to win the war. 

T. 
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A YEAR OF THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 



"We make only one request- 
that we be sent to the posts of 
greatest danger.” 

These were* the words of the 
leaders of the first battalion of 
International Volunteers, a full 
year ago. For many months, from 
the very beginning of the Franco 
rebellion, men of all lands who 
happened to be in Spain at the 
time had volunteered their servi- 
ces in the government ranks. Brit- 
ish and German and French and 
Austrian and Italian — men of all 
nations, living in peace or in exi- 
le — came of their own free will to 
serve in the People's Army of 
Freedom. At first they served 
among their Spanish brothers, 
■terming the Montana Barracks in 
Madrid, the well fortified arsenals 
te Barcelona, the strongholds in 
Valencia — all the centers of fascist 
power and concentration in all of 
Spain. But later, as the war pro- 
gressed, as the fascists were held 
back by this wall of vulnerable 
but inconquerable -~lesh and spir- 
it, other men came from other 
lands. 

MODEL. FOR FUTURE 

Converging on Albacete, they 
formed, for the first time in his- 
tory, the International Brigades 
— an army which may well, as 
one writer has put it, “form the 
model for the democratic armies 
of the future.” 

The concentration camps of Hit_ 
ler were not strong enough to 
hold the German fighters who saw 
in the Spanish struggle a means 
of fighting back against the 
brown terror. No ocean was too 
wide, no frontier too difficult for 
these men — our comrades in bat- 
tle. 

MAKERS OF HISTORY 

The stories of the early days of 
the defense of Madrid have been 
told and re -told a hundred times, 
and will be told again } many more 
hundreds of times. As long as mein 
treasure their liberties as men, as 
long as justice and truth and cou- 
rage and self-abnegation are vir- 
tues in the eyes of humankind 
— so long will the story of the 
International Brigades live in the 
history of man’s achievements. 
But the time for the writing of 
history has not yet arived. Perhaps 
it would be better to say that the 
final history of our activities in 
Spain must await the day when • 
we have won the leisure and the 



freedom that will enable us to 
reap the fruits of victory towards 
which our battles of today are 
leading. We can recall at this 
point the words of one of the 




FEBRUARY COMMANDER 

Robert H. Merrimao, Chief- of Stuff of the 
15th Brigade, who commanded [the Lin- 
coln Battalion in its February actions on 
\!he Jarama front. 

greatest figures of our own cen- 
tury, who put down the pen before 
he had completed one of his great- 
est works with the following sim- 
ple explanation : 

“It is more... useful to go 
through the experience of the re- 
volution than to write about it.” 

OUR OWN ANNIVERSARY 

What of our own English-speak- 
ing comrades of the International 
Brigades? The British were here 
£rom the very start. A part of 
their story is told elsewhere in 
this issue. For us, of the United 
States, and our brothers from Ca- 
nada, the journey was longer. One 
or two Americans came in the 
early weeks and months of the 
war, but our first large conting- 
ent of volunteers did not arrive 
until the first days of this year- 
two months after most of the 
European nations had begun to 
contribute their fighters to the 
cause of Spanish democracy and 
freedom. 

As Americans, wc will celebrate 



our anniversary on January 5,1938. 

As ■ members of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades, our anniversary is 
that of all our comrades— Octo- 
ber 14, 1937. 

HONOR TO OUR DEAD 

In celebrating the first anni- 
versary of the formation of the 
International Brigades, let us do 
honor to those comrades of all na- 
tions who have given their lives 
in our fight. Let us remember the 
deaths of Ben Letder, American 
aviator, shot down by a fascist 
plane; Ralph Fox of England; Ge- 
neral Lukacz of Hungary; Alfred 
Brugeres of France; Doctor Heil- 
brunn of Germany; Guido Picelli 
of Italy; Hans Beimler of Germa- 
ny; John Ccmford of England; 
D. E. Seacord of the United Sta- 
tes; John Scott of England, who 
had come here from America; 
Bill Henry and James McCrotty 
and Liam Tumi Ison of Ireland ; 
Blagoye Parovitch of Yugoslavia; 
Rodolfo de Armas and Pablo de la 
Torriente-Brau of Cuba; Jack Shi_ 
rai of Japan, who fought with 
the Lincoln Battalion; Alonso Wat- 
son, the first American Negro 
killed fighting for Spain. 

There are other names to be 
remembered, and other, events. 
The February days on the Jara- 
ma, when the first American bat- 
talion, composed of new and ra- 
pidly-trained recruits, went over 
the top under the hellish fire of 
the fascists, forcing the battle and 
thus halting the enemy’s advance 
in the Jarama River Valley. Let 
us remember the days of Februa- 
ry 23rd and 27th, of April 5th, and 



the long, seemingly- endless days 
afterward when our comrades held 
the lines, living in trenches for a 
longer period than any army of 
modem times. 

By our actions of today can we 
do greatest honor to the memories 
of John Lenthier, Charles Eld wards, 
Paul Niepold, Rudolph Tieger, Joe 
Streisand, Carl Carlson; Julius 
Rosenthal, the oldest, and William 
Pick, the youngest member of the 
Lincoln Battal lion— all of whom 
were killed in the February figh- 
ting. 

By our actions of today can we 
pay greatest homage to our dead 
of the July offensive outside of 
Madrid; Oliver Law, Negro com- 
mander of the Lincoln Battalion; 
Max Krauthamer; Paddy O’Neill 
and Joe Armitage of Canada; John 
Milso and Charles Siebert of the 
United States, Mike Kelly of Ire- 
land — all of the Lincoln Bataillon. 

And in the same offensive, we 
can recall the names of our dead 
from the second American batta- 
lion, the Washington Battalion, 
which received its baptism of fire 
in July: Harry Hynes, Sam Stone, 
Morris Wick man, Rubin Schechter, 
Ernest Arion, Malcolm Chisholm 
and a number of other comrades. 

CREATING AN EPIC 

And, in the eariy days of the 
Aragon offensive by the Peoples 
Army, the offensive which conque- 
red Quinto and Belchite for us — 
Peter Daly, commander of the Bri- 
itsh Battalion; and Paul Block, 
Daniel Hutner, Sam Levenger, 
Sidney Shosteck, all Americans... 




I. B. ON PARADE. An early photo of the International Volunteers. 
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THKIR liAST (!UP of coffee lie fore tNillIn Purl of die very first group of international volunteers, just before tliey left 

for the front outside Madrid lost uutunin. 



When the history of the libera- 
tion of Spoil? from fascism is fi- 
nally written, these names and 
those of many others, from all 
countries, will be the pegs on 
which are hung the many actions, 
.large and small, individual And 
collective, which combined in a 
great effort form the very heart 
of history. The deeds which they 
performed and which we continue 
to perform here, have already be- 
come the great epic of our times 
an epic which we ourselves will 
read and contemplate when the 
tough fight is over. 

FASCISM WEAKENING 

And that this fight is drawing 
closer and closer to victory is evi- 
dent from everything that is hap- 
pening, not only in Spain, but an 
the entire world today. Everywhe- 
re fascism is discovering that its 
cold — blooded murders and agres- 
sions are being resisted. Japan ex- 
pected an overnight victory in 
China — but the Chinese masses, 
united, have fought the Japanese 
legions to a standstill; and now 
Japan fears for the future, becau- 
se it counted on a rapid victory, 
the only kind of victory possible 
Now the Japanese warlords find 
their supplies dwindling, their re- 
arguard wavering, their economy 
staggering under th cost of the 
extended war. 

Italy and Germany too are fin- 
ding that have bitten off more 
than tbey can chew. Not only do 
internal difficulties increase ten- 
fold each week in these fascist 
countries, but popular sentiment, 
long smouldering, has begun at 
last to burst into the fiame of 
open opposition. The new and ha- 
rnessing activities of Ethiopia's ar- 
mies will make it double difficult 
for Italy to continue its past stte- 
am of aid to the traitor Franco. 
And Germany’s tottering economy 
attacks its rear in the same man- 
ner as Italy's defeated but un~ n- 
quered Not** Africans. 

Most hr Mi of all, the inter- 
national scene seems finally to be 
operating in favor of the legally 
constituted government of Spain. 
France fears to face the possibi- 
lity of another enemy frontier to 
the south; and both France aid 
England have stretched their pat- 
ience to the pirates who have 
srnk their merchant vessels on 
the Mediterranean. Popular 
mass opinion in both Fran- 
ce and England grow stronger 
and stronger, and must soon for- 
ce the hand of even the most wa- 



vering and double-dealing diplo- 
mat to come out openly for the 
only side which possesses justice 
- the legal Popular Front go- 
vernment of Spain. 

When we view all of these de- 
velopments, when we hear of Pre- 
sident Roosevelt’s attack on the 
"gangster, aggressor nations", 
when we hear of the support we 
are gaining at home, we can not 
but become realistically optimistic. 

And when we couple all of 
these events with the growth and 
emergence of Spain’s Popular Ar- 
my, which soon wili number one 
million well-trained and well-ar- 



med men, we have further cause 
for rejoicing. 

And when, in addition, we see 
the efforts toward unity within 
our own land — Spain — bearing al- 
ways greater fruit — then we can 
be sure that the first year of the 
International Brigades in Spain 
has been well spent. For it was 
our e^amp.e which proir.ftcd ma- 
ny of the lagging elements to 
speed, to efficiency, to courage 
and to victory. 

The first anniversary occurs at 
a time when, for three months, we 
have taken over the offensive in 
the war against fascism. The main 



fronts have been the scenes of 
victory after victory for us. Each 
day that we hold out — let alone 
advance, which we have been 
doing- makes victory more cer- 
tain. 

It is in this spirit that we wel- 
conits our anniversary — with pride 
in our role, with gratitude for our 
opportunity to take such a part 
in the history of our times, and 
with solidarity toward the Spanish 
people, whose fight is the fight of 
all who hold freedom precious, and 
whose final victory will be a vic- 
tory not only for Spain, but for 
all mankind. .. ,, 



Dr. Negrin Visits 
Wounded Men of 
the I. B. 

VALENCIA, Oct. 6.- A visit by 
Dr. Juan Negrin to the wounded 
comrades in the International Bri- 
gade hospital yesterday was 
greeted with heartfelt enthusiasm. 
He first went through the wards 
where the most serious cases were 
confined, talking with men of all 
nationalities. After giving the 
wounded a short talk, he was in- 
terviewed by our English comra- 
de, Wintringham, author of the 
book "The Next War”, and by 
Comrade Gustave Regler, the Ger- 
man writer who was seriously 
wounded several months ago. 
Wintringham was wounded on the 
Aragon front. 



NO PASARAN! 



TO «PASIONARlA» 

What fascist has been so idiotic as 
to have sheltered the obsence hope 
of entering Madrid, tranquilly, 
blazing his egoism on the march? 

The traitor Mola? Franco, the assassin? 
Cabanellas, the filthy fool? 

Or was it by chance the drunken impenitent 
in Seville who drowns his fears in wines? 

Let the traitors lose their hopes 
of ever treading the Madrilefios with their hoofs! 
Impossible fruit of their illusions. 

Let the workers be alert 
forming a thick forest of rifles, 
and a valley of tenacious hearts. 

l'KMX V. It.lMOS 
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ENRIQUE LISTER -AN EMIGRANT COMES HOME 




F.\Hlt>LE lister 

A Diviokia Commander of Ihn .1th Army 
Curpn of He People* Army. 



When the Civil War in Spain 
broke out, only four regiment of 
the regular army remained loyal 
to the government. All the rest 
of the troops went over to the 
side of the Fascist rebels. The 
result was that the Spanish peo- 
ple had to create their own army, 
and develop their own military 
.leaders. From squads of workers, 
many of them without guns, who 
went out from Madrid in taxicabs 
to stave off the enemy advance, 
from such non-military elements, 
In fourteen months the govern- 
ment has built up a tofcll-organi- 
zed and disciplined People's Ar- 
my. And from the people them- 
selves have come leaders to guide 
and direct this army. And few of 
them were military men a year 
and a half ago. Duran, for exam- 
ple, was a musician writing ba- 
llet-scores for the dancer, Argen- 
tina. Modesto was a carpenter. El 
Compeslno worked among the pea- 
sants. And Enrique Lister, of 
whom I write, used to be a gro- 
cery boy and a stone-cutter in 
Cuba. 

THE POT OF GOLD 

No, Lister is not a Cuban, but 
he is one of the thousands of Spa- 
niards who emigrated to the Ame- 
ricas looking for a pot of gold at 
the foot of a foreign rainbow. Like 
thousands of these thousands. L s- 
ter did not find gold. In Cuba he 
found only hard work, low pay, 
and dreams that didn't come true. 
Like the Spanish immigrants In 
New York, or in the steel mills 
of Gary and Youngstown, Lister 



discovered In Havana that the 

main use whiafa America has for- 

* 

foreigner* is to, make ot them a 
reserve of cheap labor to do the 
hardest and dirtiest work for* the 
lowest pay. So, very early In life, 

Lister learned the difference bet- 

* * . 

ween those who have nothing and 
must mork for a living, and tho- 
se who have money and property 
and can afford to hire others. 

Lister went to Cuba as a child 
of twelve with his father and his 
brothers. He whs put to work as 
grocery boy In Havana store. He 
worked fourteen hours a day, 
wrapping packages, cleaning up, 
delivering orders. He did not 
know how to read and write; 
When he was fifteen years old be 
decided to learn. He went to night 
classes at the Galician Center. For 
two hours every night, after his 
long day's work, he studied spe- 
lling and grammar, and struggled 
to form letters in a copy book. 

LEARNR FATHER'S TRAUE 

Being a strong boy,' he decided 
to take up the trade of his fa- 
ther and become a stone-cutter. 
There was a great deal of building 
going on in Havana In the 1920's. 
Lister worked on various cons- 
tructions then underway. But the 
stone-cutters had no union. They 
needed one, so Lister took part in 
the issuing of the first call to 
form a stone-cutter's union in 
Cuba, and he became one of Its 
members. This was In 1925 when 
he was eighteen years old. The 
following year, already experien- 
ced in union organization, he went 
back to Spain, to his native Ga- 
licia. Here he was immediately 
arrested as a dangerous character 
with advanced ideas. For the next 
three or four years, he was cont- 
inually in and out' of prison and 
always in great disfavor with the 
officers of the Spanish monarchy, 
who had no desire to see Spanish 
workers organized into effective 
unions. 

BACK TO SPAIN 

When the Republic was decla- 
red in 1931, and Lister was relea- 
sed from a thirteen month's pri- 
son term, he was elected Presi- 
dent of one of the most Important 
unions of Coruna. Shortly after h* 
took office, there was a strike in 
which fighting broke out and. In 
the struggle, a reactionary em- 



ployer was tolled. A a President 01 
the union, Lister was again arres- 
ted, and sentenced to thirty years 
in prison. He escaped and went 
abroad. But he oculd not keep out 
of' the 'struggle and ferment for 
democracy that was then sweep- 
ing through all Spain, so he retur- 
ned to live illegally from town to 

* 

town in his own country. When 
the People's Front came to power 
in February, 1936, he was In Ma- 
drid. And In July the ge- 

nerals ahd big industrialists rose 
up against Lais people's govern- 
ment and ordered their soldiers to 
fire from the Montana Barracks 
on the citizens of Madrid, Lister 
was hi the crowd that stormed 
those barracks and took them over 
for the government. A few days 
later he was in the Guadarrama 
Mountains fighting against the 
Fascist foes. But not only fight- 
ing. Lister realized at once Spain’s 
need for disciplined forces, and 
he began immediately to help or- 
ganize what was to become the 
new army of the republic. 

ROSE IN THE RANKS 

From untrained men to disci- 
plined soldiers. From workers, 
many of whom never handled a 
gun before, to the army which 
now efficiently defends all loya- 
list Spain. That is an achievement 
in which Lister has played a great 
part He himself rose rapidly in 
the ranks of this army. In the 
early days of the war, be was 
made lieutenant. And with the 
formation of the now famous 
Fifth Regiment (really the first 
regiment of the new loyalist ar- 
my) Lister was raised to captain 
and given two companies of shock 
troops to direct. In his first skir- 
mish with the enemy, he took se- 
ven prisoners and two machine 
guns. Shortly thereafter, he was 
made a Commander. And in the 
early autumn of last year, the 
Fifth Regiment chose him as Com- 
mander-in-Chlef. Then the govern- 
ment ordered him to organize the 
first brigade of the People’s Ar- 
my, a job which meant making 
soldiers of men with no previous 
experience in warfare. The glo- 
rious history of this brigade and 
the way it took part in the de- 
fence of Madrid during the dark 
days of November, 1936, is now 
one of the flaming epics of the 
Spanish Republic. The Fascists 
did not pass! Madrid held Its own. 



Now its citizens feel that their 
city will never be taken. 

LISTER'S RECORD 

During the last year. Lister and 
his men have passed over half the 
war-map of Spain: Jarama, Gua- 
dalajara, Garabltas, Toledo, Val- 
demoros, Bmnete, Aragon. And 
Lister's name itself has become a 
symbol of bravery and leadership 
in Spain. 

When I interviewed him, he was 
in Valencia on his way from one 
front to another. He is & young 
man, only thirty. Heavy set. 
Strong determined face. A quick 
mind. A great memory for dates 
and places. It was after ten 
o'clock at night when Lister and 
his aides came into the building 
where I had been waiting to In- 
terview him. 

“Too late", I thought. “I'll me- 
rely make an appointment for 
another time." 

But when I asked him when I 
might have an interview, Lister's 
reply was, “Now!" 

4 BROTHERS KILLED 

No hesitation, no postponement. 
And as he talked, there was uo 
boasting, no pompousness. Quite 
simply, he told me the story of 
his life, and of the dramatic inci- 
dents of the war months. He spo- 
ke of four brothers killed by the 
Fascists in the North, and of the 
bewilderment of bis father at a 
world In which sons grew up only 
to be killed. 

"We must end this war quickly" 
Lister said. “I do not doubt that 




LA .FASIONMIIA. 
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ETHIOPIA, STILL UNCONQUERED, 
CHALLENGES MUSSOLINI’S RULE 



the victory is ours. We have a 
million men in reserve. The enemy 
lacks men. But what we must do 
now is organize all our forces, mi- 
litary and industrial, so as to end 
this war soon.” 

WHAT LISTER LEARNED 

He spoke like a man who does 
not relish warfare and killing, but 
who is a lover of work and life. 
Someday, he says he would like 
to go back to Cuba. He remembers 
that it was there that he learned 
to read and write, having been 
denied schooling as a child in 
Spain. But he remembers, too, 
that in Cuba he worked fourteen 
hours a day - and his employers 
were Spaniards like himself, not 
Cubans. What he learned from 
that is that one's own people will 
exploit you just as much as fo- 
reigners will - that it’s not ra- 
cial differences that count, but 
class differences! So in Cuba, 
Lister joined his first union, and 
took his first steps toward the 
defense of the rights of the com- 
mon working people. Today, in 
Spain, he is one of the great com- 
manders of the People’s Army. 
Enrique Lister — the immigrant 
boy who came home bringing not 
a pot of gold from the foot of a 
foreign rainbow, but instead a 
mind and a heart full of the 
strength which people pour into 
the channels of unionization ami 
into organized action for the creat- 
ion of a democracy where Fas- 
cism cannot exist. Lister is help- 
ing Spain maintain and streng- 
then such a democracy. I., II. 




1IA1LE SELASSIE 

Emperor of Ethiopia, who it> directing his 
people*’ fight again*! Mtixflolini 



JIBUTI. That uprisings and 
organized fighting, in addition to 
guerilla warfare are going on 
between the Abyssinians and the 
Italians, is now confirmed, in spi- 
te of the fascists special measu- 
res to proven l the news from 
leaking out. The last few weeks 
have witnessed a greater degree 
of unrest among the Ethiopian 
people, who are making it im- 
possible for the Italians Lo remain 
there without fighting every inch 
of the way. 

Fighting rages on the north, 
east, and south, around Addis 
Ababa. A regular fighting army 
is being organized by the Ethio- 
pians, in which already there are 
thousands of volunteer soldiers 
under the command of Kanyaz- 
mash Abobu Arragai Bobar.a, 
This young army, formed under 
the one banner of unitv. scored 
an important victory recently 
when it met the Ita'ian troops 
and wiped them cut, in the pro- 
vince of Morat. This was effected 
by a neatly executed strategy at 
a moment when the Italians ad- 
vanced with an army of 5,000 
men. Kanyaz mash permitted the 



I Lalians to advance rapidly, 
while he ordered his men to re- 
tire in such a way that a circle 
was formed around the advanc- 
ing Italians. Then the poorly clo- 
thed and badly armed Ethiopians 
attacked and completely routed 
the Italians who lost practically 
all of their men. 

ITALIANS JITTERY 

In Addis Ababa, the capital, se- 
vere measure have teen taken by 
the Italian-controlled government. 
Everybody is oblidgod to shut his 
doors at 6 ip. m. No one is per- 
mitted to leave his house after 
that hour. High barricades have 
been constructed at the city li- 
mits to stop the Ethiopians who 
want to take back their capital. 

In some places the natives arc 
meeting the brutality of Italian 
fascism with passive resistance. 
Especially is this the case among 
the Mahometanas tribes that form 
90 percent of an Ethiopian pro- 
vince. These tribes are forced to 
take their livestock, sheep, cows, 
goats, and their grains, vegeta- 



bles, etc. to an Italian agency 
that pays them a low price. Then 
these very same people are com- 
pelled to buy back a portion of 
their products, but at a highoi 
rate than they received for them. 
This, they say, they cannot un- 
derstand. 

NATIVE WOMEN RAPED 

The Abyssinians have protested 
to the Italian Governor, that be- 
fore the Italians invaded their 
land, their women were never dis- 
honored by any man, even in the 
absence of their husbands. Now 
the women arc being mistreated, 
they claim, and ferociously attac- 
ked by the Italian soldiers, re- 
gardless of whether their hus- 
bands are present or net. And 
husbands who have dared to pro- 
tect their wives have been slaugh- 
tered like dogs. 

While the Ethiopian people arc 
fighting for their national inde- 
pendence, as arc the Spaniards, 
European diplomats are planning 
to recognize Mussolini's right of 
sovereignty over these people. 
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NEW TASKS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 



The development uf the Peo- 
ple's Army and of the Internalio- 
nal Brigades confront* us with 
some new problems in our mili- 
tary and p ihtival work 

•Since m thoir large majority 
ojr Brig.idws are now composed 
noi of volunteer-, but of (un- 
scrip l w there arc .some who doubt 
whether they can still to used as 
real shock Brigades. 

This Is a big mistake 

In these ;iew drafts which are 
now joining i he A rmy, we huve 
the Spanish people, in all its as- 
pects, taking up arms. We have 
the whole people rising to defend 
its liberty, its inbop ndence, its 
future. 

Each day the facts . now that 
this people is capable ol .wruisrv. 
in every shape and form. 

In the last offensive event, 
proved that the new conscripts 
are capable of the highest deeds, 
like their comrades, the volun- 
teers who preceded the People’.* 
Army. 

AKAiiON VICTORIES 

The new recruits, together with 
the experienced soldiers from the 
trenches of Madrid, carried out 
skilful manouevres and conquered 
Quinto and Beichite. 

In Aragon, together with the 
International Volunteers, these 
absolutely new recruits stormed 
forts which were very strongly 
defended by blockhouses of rein- 
forced concrete 

All these facts show that the 
new conscripts can be made into 
splendid soldiers. 

With them wc can not only ma- 
intain our shock Brigades, we can 
strengthen them still further. 
These new men can be given en- 
thusiasm and fighting spirit of 
the volunteers of the early days. 

This depends only on us, the 
experienced fighters, the military 
and political leaders, who have 
gained such valuable experience 
during this year of warfare. 

The tasks which face us now 
are a little more complex. In so- 
me aspects they are a little more 
difficult. But we can and must 
solve them. 

When we won' dealing only 
with volunteers already selected 
for their long record as revolutio- 
nary fighters, the task of the mi- 
litary and political command was 
fairly simple. Moreover, the cha- 
racter of the war during the early 
months of our first Brigades was 




LL1CI GALLO 

)n*|x-c<or Onfral of die International Brigade*. 



simple; it was a question of re- 
sisting, of staying at one’s post, 
of not throwing down one’s arms. 

The revolutionary conscious- 
ness, the spirit of sacrifice of our 
volunteers, was more than suffi- 
cient to make them acquit them- 
selves gloriously in the defence 
of Madrid, in the struggle in all 
sectors. 

NOW ON OFFENSIVE 

But now v.e are counterattack- 
ing; we are taking the offensive; 
we are advancing; we are ma- 
noucvering; we must carry intc 
battle and on to victory great 
masses of men who are still in- 
sufficiently trained. 

It is true that war. and, abo- 
ve all. this war in Spain, which 
in so fundamentally a war of the 
people, being a struggle against 
barbarism anti foreign invasion, 
rapidly draws into political life 
millions and millions of new men 
whose political sense is forged in 
bathe. It is the task of all the 
experienced fighters \ r our Bri- 
gades to make these mtn brave 



and conscious soldiers of the Re- 
public. 

We are not only faced with a 
problem of political propaganda 
and enlightenment. We have also 
a problem of organisation and mi- 
litary training. 

The more complicated tasks 
which confront our Brigades in 
the present stage of the war de- 
mand a high level of military tra- 
ining from our troops. The sec- 
tion, Company and Battalion 
should be able to manoeuvre dur- 
ing the day and at night, with or 
without cover; they should be 
able to take full advantage of the 
possibilities offered by the ground, 
of all the elements in the situa- 
tion: they should know how to 
conquer positions, how to take 
fortresses regarded as impregna- 
ble. For the soldiers of the Repu- 
blic no positions should be Impre- 
gnable. 

The time has gone by when we 
could be satisfied if our men had 
a thorough understanding of the 
rifles and machine guns entrusted 
to them. Now they must advance 



and manouevre. Their military 
knowledge must be at a higher 
level. They must be able to take 
hundreds und thousands of men 
through difficult operations. They 
must be able to direct these men 
under Use most difficult condi- 
tions. 

To do all that we need a train- 
ing and a discipline much higher 
then before. 

There are those who believe 
that during rest periods it Is agra- 
vatlng and idiotic to carry out 
military exercises. 

They too make a big mistake. 

In the daring and complicated 
manouevre* with which we are 
concerned now, success is impos- 
sible without the greatest disci- 
pline and the perfect execuUon 
of movements according to plan. 

Discipline and training are not 
things invented to make the sol- 
diers’ lives miserable. They are 
the prime necessities of an army. 

We ourselves, the soldiers, 
should demand these things, so 
that we can make our units into 
invincible units which will assure 
us of success and victory with 
the minimum sacrifice. 

ABILITY TO LEAD 

Every individual soldier, too, 
should increase his military abili- 
ties on his own initiative. Each 
officer, each commissar, conscious 
of the new and greater demands 
■made by the war, should profit 
by the experience of the war to 
Increase by practice and study 
his ability to lead. 

It is only WITH A CLOSE 
UNITY BETWEEN SOLDIERS 
AND LEADERS, between expe- 
rienced soldiers and new recruits, 
between volunteers and conscripts 
that we shall be able to put our 
Brigades, our Army in a position 
to solve brilliantly and rapidly the 
great tasks which lie before them, 
to win a speedy victory over fa- 
scism. 

As always, the Volunteers of 
the International Brigades, should 
be enUrely. at the disposal of the 
commanders of the Regular Spa- 
nish Army to carry out these 
tasks. 

As always it should be our am- 
bition to be able to rank among 
the best fighters in Spain in the 
fulfilment of the tasks assigned us 

I.lIGI GALLO 

Inspector General 
of the International Brigade*. 
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BRITONS 



AND THE ANNIVERSARY 



Anniversaries are the milesto- 
nes along the road of History, 
they are the points which bring 
sharply to our memories the dis- 
tance that we have travelled, and, 
though we may not stop, we can 
and do reflect on all the experien- 
ces we have had, and we can 
mend our pace according to the 
distance we have yet to travel. 
The first anniversary of the first 
International Brigade will be a 
day of rejoicing but not of rest, 
we have not yet reached our goal, 
we must learn from this year- 
long experience to hasten to Its 
attainment. 

It is perhaps with a little Justi- 
fiable pride that we British com- 
rades can reflect upon the assis- 
tance which our countrymen ga- 
ve towards the formation of the 
first Brigade. Who can ever for- 
get the almost legendary figures 
who came from our Isles, who 
fought and died beside their Spa- 
nish brothers in the first flush of 
the revolt? Who among us who 
had not yet seen the necessity for 
our assistance here itself, can 
forget the reports and dispatches 
of Frank Pitcairn, the first Bri- 
tish journalist to make and keep 
us aware of the heroic struggles 
and the dire need of assistance of 
the Spanish people? Even yet, on 
reflection, one can almost feel the 
cold wind from the Gaudarramas 
when be described our comrades 
freezing there, one can sense their 
first bitterness at the monstrous 
character of the revolt, one can 
recall our own first feeling of 
pride at the description of their 
selflessness and heroism. 




RALPH FOX 
Hrilfeh writer killed in Spain. 



Fortunately for the honour of 
our country (when so much 
been done by traitors and sta- 
tesmen to dishonour it) the first 
days of the outbreak found Bri- 
tish comrades actually in Spain. 
Their actions and their deaths do 
not wipe out the gross treachery 
of our Edens, the callousness — -to 
use no harder word of our Ci- 
trines and our Bevins, but they 
were the highest expression of 
the solidarity of the British de- 
mocrats with their Spanish bro- 
thers. We shail remember them. 

Then came the steady flow from 
all the corners of the world to 
form the first international co- 
lumn. Here too, tte presence of 
British comrades showed that the 
British workers and intellectualr 
had quickly grasped the serious- 
ness of the situation. That was 
the explanation for the groups of 
workers and students who made 



their way to Spain from our sho- 
res, even before the time when 
there were sufficient internatio- 
nals to ferm a brigade. In thrive 
days one talked of groups, centu- 
ries. and the Column. 

HONOR ROLL 

Who were those comrades who- 
se bodies were the first barric- 
ades to stem the fascist advance ? 
Arnold Jeans, the mature working- 
class fighter who died as he had 
lived; Martin Messer, the young, 
sincere railway clerk who tried to 
prove to himself that he was wor- 
thy of the cause — and did so: Ja- 
mes Kermode, communist organi- 
ser from Milngavie: and Jimmy 
Hyrvdman the Glasgow youth who 
would not be denied: these were 
among the first who died. There 




JOHN CORN FORD 

Knglioh iludfnt lender, killed on hi* JIm 
hirthdny ■ 

were others too. John Comford, 
the brilliant student whose death 
in December shocked working 
class and university circles alike, 
had fought since the September 
d ays ; and Tomm y FI y nr. w h - 
died as late as April of this year 
had fought continuously " e No- 
vember with the German comra- 
des who had pleaded .vith him to 
stay with ;V' r. • • n after Lh' 
.'orinat me . the British Bat: el 
it :n. 

OUR MAC HINE GUNNERS 

At that period the words Bri- 
tish and Machine-gunner were 
synonimous. The British comrade 
who turned up among a group of 
Internationals was always handed 
the machine gun The first Bri- 
tish comrades In Spain had made 
such a reputation as machine 



gunners that all who came after 
them from the same country we- 
re just naturally regarded as 
being of the same capabilities. 
Nor can it be said that this re- 
putation was ever impaired. 

It is a year and over since 
Mackenzie and Sommerfield, Gil- 
lan and Cunningham, Cohen and 
Lesser came as the vanguard of 
the British democrats to Spain. 
Afterward we increased our num- 
bers and increased our efforts. 
The tens became hundreds, the 
hundreds became thousands. We 
made and maintained a Battalion: 
we have made and maintained a 
or :d V' be proud of. 

British comrades preceded and 
helped to form the first Interna- 
tional Brigade. British comrades 
have fought continuously ever 
since. That is our record and that 
is the example we have to conti- 
nue. We have been here from the 
first, we shall be here to the lad. 
This should be our slogan: "From 
the hitler first to the glorious 
:nd!” 

A. >•. 



CORRECTION 

A pi ct ure which appt.ired on 
page one of the Septemoer 20th 
sue < t The Volunteer for Liber- 
‘y (No. IM, showing a group of 
nen with levelled rifles leading 
>ther, \vhiL"-shir: :,d figures down 
i r:,ad, \va : miscaptioned. The 
orin'.ed apt,' o, it has been called 
i> our .Ytten' .on, should have read 
:s foil' -.vs 

‘Fasct-- a leading non-comtoa- 
uint p: -mers to their execution.” 




ANjRK MALRAUX 
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The World Situation - 




ONI\ or JAl'AVS of war. now rn^iigt-d in lirulnllt BicNinp ihc rmwifrd «nrkor- 

nrrlionn of (llmia’n uralnmril ritirn. 



Unevenly, with interruptions 
but yet month by month, the ten- 
sion of the world situation grows 
The forces of peace, gathering 
their strength under the fascist 
threat of world war, race neck 
and neck with the forces of 
aggression. 

To the members of the Inter 
national Brigades, aiding the 
Spanish people in their struggle 
for independence, the outcome of 
the competition between the for- 
ces of peace and war is of su- 
preme importance, for, as our pre- 
sence in Spain indicates, the 
struggle here is closely bound up 




VKDITERnAMEAN PI It ATE M u nno I f n i . 
HrfdKil in one of (hr li(indr<ri» of uniforms 
ho much in demand hy him unit hi* p»v rim- 
palhio (>i-riiKiii relative, Coerin^. 

with circumstances in the world 
outside. An examination of the 
position of various centres will 
enable us to draw some conclu- 
sions. 

Here in Spain, the popular for- 
ces are continually improving 
their position. The army, if it has 
not already reached that number, 
is very near a million strong, and 
although there are still insuffi- 
cient arms to meet all our needs, 
the arms industry is growing ra- 
pidly both in the number of fac- 
tories being devoted to arms pro- 
duction and in the quantities pro- 
duced by each fuctory. Already a 
number of successful offensives 
have taken place. At Brunet e, 
Belchile, Upper Aragon, I);>n Be- 
nito, Poznblar.co, this growing 
* I l ength of the armed forces of 
Uie People is ri-f I'wlt'd. In fat c 
of these successes, as already re. 



corded in these columns, the fas- 
cist powers grow despernto and 
resort to piracy in the Mediterra- 
nean, a piracy directed not only 
against the ships of the Spanish 
Republic, but against those of 
other powers too. 

The Nyon conference, thanks t< 
the determined and courageous 
stand of the representative of the 
Soviet Union, took the first halt- 
ing steps towards the revival of 
collective security in Europe, alb- 
eit against the wishes of some of 
those present at the conference. 
It is certain that the fascists will 
not take this blow without 
attempting to extend their aggres- 
sions in other directions. Already 
it is reported that Mussolini has 
"loaned” twelve submarines to 
Franco, complete with crews and 
officers, and has the intention of 
sending another army of 1 50,000 
equipped Italian soldiers to Spain, 
the number named by Franco as 
being the very fewest with which 
he can hope lo win the war. Great 
Britain and France, disturbed by 
the possibility of an Italy entren- 
ched on this side of the Pyrenees, 
have again revived the question 
of the withdrawal of volunteers in 
Spain, this time demanding a reply 
from the fascists within fifteen 
days, failing which the French 
frontier is to be opened and the 
right to buy arms restored to the 
Spanish Government. 

Another Popular Front Govern- 
ment is bmng pursued by the over- 



rolicitous attentions of internatio- 
nal fascism. Recently two bombs 
exploded in the headquarters of 
the Federation of Employers at 
l he Metallurgical Industry in Pa- 
ris. Two houses collapsed and two 
policemen were killed. Bombs ex- 
ploded in the Bordeaux-Ventimi- 
lle express; at the aerodromes of 
Villeneuve and.Toussus; an Ita- 
lian, Uancelli, was discovered at- 
tempting to blow up the Cerbire 
tunnel; scores of bomba having 
been discovered in various places; 
and all the bombs are of the sa- 
me origin; they are loaded with 
lolite, a German explosive, and 



with hexogene, an Italian explo- 
sive licensed for manufacture ii 
Germany. Mysterious gangs an 
operating on the France -^panisl. 
frontier, and have org mised the- 
re a eimp’t'te system of aid to 
the Spanish fascists, not hesitat- 
ing to bring down passenger pla- 
nes of the Franco-Sp'tnis.i air 
lines by rebel German or Italian 
warplanes and pilots. Fasrist 
agents attempt to capi ur-i t h- 
Spanish Government submarine Cl 2 
in the harbour at Brest. 

A gang of Italian sailor." 
attempt a punitive expediton. end- 
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— is it Peace or War? 




I'lll M I'. MUX lit fur (M'ltcf and jii'.lifi- I'm- 
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ing in murder at Tunis. And ma- 
ny other incidents of ;i like na- 
ture show the hand of fascism. 
This terrorism has very difinite 
( bjects. Fascism wants to creak' 
unrest, a feeling- of insecurity, a 
desire for “a strong government” 
in the fascist sense; to split the 
eountry and throw suspicion on 
the Left; to provoke reprisals 
which would create ;m alni«-vphe- 
re of civil war. It hopes to wen 
ken. the French people and fore." 
it to accept fascist domination. 




I VsIllON - 1*1. M i: AhIIkhi) I'.drii. wIhim' 
mil inn'll pul m > i. nmri* tbiin any ullier's 
rr>|lunsihk- Tor l In* run) ill mil ion of unpunis- 
hed agression by I lie pirate, fascist ntutes. 



cither because its government 
yields through fear or, as a last 
resort, by moans of foreign in- 
tervention as in Spain. These at- 
tacks differ only in degree from 
the attacks made on the franc 
by the City of London. Whatever 
l he means, the end is the same, 
dut the French people are aware 
I hat their standards of life, their 
liberty and peace will only be de- 
fended by a Peoples Government, 
i hoy will not forget the introduc- 
tion of the forty-hour week, paid 
holidays, and the support giv< n 
them in their struggles for a 
higher standard of living a ycai 
ago. The lessons of the defeat o£ 
the German and Italian people will 
not be lost upon them. 

NIREMUl KG UANTINGS 

The annual tom-tom meeting at 
Nurcmburg* has come and gone. 
And the ran tings of th» "FUhrsr” 
against Bolshevism and the par- 
liamentary countries "on the ver- 
ge of Bolshevism” still prove them- 
selves inadequate substitutes for 
the food the German people lack. 
A detailed study of living condi- 
tions in Germany shows a steady 
decline in standards. The "Man- 
chester Guardian” reports that 
"Owing to the shortage of grain, 
coffee substitutes are no longer 
being made of malt. New coffee 
substitutes containing a substitu- 
te for malt are being recommen- 
ded for use". So the fascist regi- 
me goes from triumph to triumph. 
From "butter from coal” it pro- 
ceeds to substitute substitutes. No 
doubt the time will soon arrive 
when we will be faced with yet 
another accomplishment substitu- 
te substitute substitutes, and even 
this does not exhaust all the pos- 
sibilities. 



RATIONING OF FAT 



Another report from the same 
paper of March 12th says "The 
rationing of fat, introduced this 
winter is to be extended into the 
summer months. An oflieial an- 
nouncement issued today says 
that shopkeepers must continue, 
as at present, to keep lists of re- 
gistered customers who have ra- 
tion cards for the three months 
April to June. Hitherto the allo-C 
wance had been half a pound a 
week”. uj 

The "Economist saj^^hat pri- 
ces have risen as foTraJjji^.beef, 
18 O , pork 11 %, veal 40#/ mut- 
ton 41 eggs 31 milk 7%, 



/ 
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butter 35 O , margarine 44 , po- 

tatoes 22C, peas 52 f / t , beans 
32 */ . The price of clothing rose 
24 </ , of footwear 17 '•> , of linen 
8 */, , and of furniture 6 */ . 

SPANISH INTERVENTION 

In order to prevent any worker 
from obtaining higher wages, in 
the only way left to him now 
that he has been robbed of his 
trade unions, he is forbidden to 
leave his place of employment to 
take ;i higher paid position, and 
indeed, may not change his po- 
sition at all without the express 
permission of the Nazi authori- 
ties. 

The hatred of the German peo- 
ple for the Nazi regime is inten- 
sified b.y fascist intervention in 
Spain. They fail to see any rea- 
son why German soldiers should 
sacrifice their lives, why many 
millions of marks should be 
thrown away, while they them- 
selves are still hungry, to fasten 
on the Spanish people a regime 
similar to that they hate. 

ITALY ON THE SPOT 

The situation in Italy, with its 
own particular differences is si- 
milar to that in Germany, with 
the added difficulties of the revi- 
val of resistance in Ethiopia. A 
native army operating under the 
command of Ke.nyazmash A leba 
Gobana, attacked Italian outposts, 
and then retired fo i ft mountain 
fastnesses. An Italian army of five 
thousand men was sent out aga- 



inst them. The Abyssinian troops 
cleverly allowed this army to ad- 
vance until it wr; isolated from 
its base, and then fell upon it. 
Only fifty men escaped. On Au- 




AUOI ,l ; 1 1111 . 1 , 11 . wlinw unli-eonnnimiMMi 
has ii mineral and gcpInpiMl banifl: 

gust 16th a force of four thousand 
Abyssinians attacked the railway 
station at Mojo at night, causing 
big casualties among the Italian 
force in occupation there, and 
then retired back to the hills. 
Apart from these organised at- 
tacks, in the north, in the west, 

(C.itnlMiM'-il mi |).ii;r t.>.) 




UI\HMAIM WAHSHIPi It wud u ship like llii* which carried out (In* iiiiprrrrdrnicdK lirul il 

bombardment of Aluicrin. 




10 

LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

B. M. T, Workers Solid 
Behind Transport Union. 

Dear S: Last night I witnessed 
one of the most exciting and stirr- 
ing demonstrations of unity and 
faith in my whole... life. I’ve writ- 
ten you of the tough battle we’ve 
been having with the B. M. T, 
Corp., how only after threat of 
strike did they consent to a col- 
lective bargaining election, which 
we won, We have been negotiating 
for six weeks since the election, 
with continued stalling on the part 
of the company, and finally a flat. 
No to our demands for increased 
wages, etc., they using the cry of 
poverty - -- that if they granted the 
increased wages they would be in- 
solvent in a year. 

It is well known, beyond any 
doubt, that the B. M. T. is the 
richest of the transit companies, 
that its net profits for 1936 and 
1937 have been more than v ten mil- 
lion dollars. They pay the lowest 
wages in the city, and are noto- 
riously anti-union. 

Well, last night a meeting of 
the day-shift employes was called 
in Arcadia Hall, Brooklyn. Over 
6,000 men and women (the B. M. T. 
employs 11,000) jammed the pla- 
ce — people who for years have 
been members of the B. M. T. 
company union, and who at first 
were slow to join the Transport 
Workers Union. Now they are al- 
most all solidly in the union. The 
cheering and ovations for the 
union leaders. Quill, Santo, Hogan, 
MacMahon (in charge of the B. 
M. T. organization). Counsel Sa- 
cher, were real and heartfelt. The 
workers were informed clearly 
and plainly that they would face 
the brutality and reaction of Wall 
Street in this action -that the 
fight would te hard - but when 
the resolution authorizing the exe- 
cutive board to call a strike if 
necessary was put to a vote, there 
was not one dissenting hand, not 
one. The men .rose from their seats 
in a wave and the arms went up. 
They left the hall ready to walk 
out on five minutes’ notice, and 
they left mllitantly. with the ut- 
most faith in the union, certain 
of victory... 

... We have been receiving oc- 
casional copies of “The Volunteer” 



THE VOLUNTEER FOB LIBERTY 



THE SWORD AND THE PEN 



Don Quixote, the famous, 

Utters his meaningful words: 

The loth International Brigade, 

Present! 

With fists high, Spain’s 
Students salute you. 

Sword and pen unite 
In one fervent embrace; 

Embrace from those who 
Profoundly feel the mission. 

The noble destiny. 

The incomparable greatness, 

The stem, solemn honor 
Of having in our land 
The culture of the West. 

Don Quixcte, the famous, 

Utters hds meaningful words: 

Institute of Lagasca 

Of Madrid, toward the Northeast: 

Intensive course, vibrant 
Notes, practical, laws. 

The professor of Latin, 

Softly, suavely: 

Have to get up early, boys! 

At eight, which means seven. 

The Institute presents 
A brilliant flag 
To the brave men of 
The 15th International Brigade 
Who defend our cause. 

Don Quixote, the famous, 

Speaks his meaningful words: 

Flag, the splendor of your silk 
Will continue to live: 

What leafy movement in you, 

Rapid, noble, fierce! 

International hands 

Will hold bright your honor forever! 

What wealth can buy, 

What blood can beat you ? 

Fifteenth Brigade, salud! 

Accept this gift 
Which to invincible arms 
Renders fervent pen 

Don Quixote, the famous. 

Ends his meaningful words. 

A. MONTOKO 

Translated and Reprinted from 
"La Libertad". 



they are much in demand, but 
pretty scarce around here... 

M. XV. 

* 

About Big Doings 
In the Middle West. 

Dear I, M. W, S and R and all 
my Chicago comrades : Received 



your most welcome collective let- 
ters, and the postcard picture of 
the group is something I shall 
always treasure... 

Your organ of the Interna Uonal 
Brigades “The Volunteer” is a ho- 
ney. Saturday I will take the co- 
pies you sent around to the dif- 
ferent comrades, and let them 

(Continued on page **»•) 



SPANISH 

CORTES 

CONVENES 

After more than a year’s ad- 
journment, the Spanish Republi- 
can Cortes (parliament) reopened 
in Valencia on October 1, with 
expressions of magnificent enthu- 
siasm from thousands of obser- 
vers. Military parades of sea, land 
and air forces, plus many other 
demonstrations, greeted govern- 
ment officials on the reopening erf 
the Cortes. 

The President of the body, Com- 
rade Diego Martinez Barrio, ope- 
ned the session by paying homage 
republican forces of land, sea and 
to the to the air. 

The head of our government, 
Comrade Juan NegTin, after con- 
tinued outbursts of applause, de- 
clared that he accepted the go- 
vernmental position replacing 
Largo Caballero as a war service. 
His first words were a general 
account of the formation of the 
new government. He outlined the- 
se steps as follows: 

1. Representation of all the 
parties that figured in the pre- 
vious government. 

2. Indirect representation of 
those forces which took part in 
the previous government and who 
are not represented directly in the 
new one. (Here he was referring 
to the two largest trade unions of 
Spain, the U. G. T. and the C. N. 
T. When the new government was 
formed the U. G. T., then headed 
by Caballero, refused to enter it. 
Consequently the C. N. T. followed 
suit.) 

3. Primary attention to the 
creation of a strong navy, and In 
general to all war problems. 

4. Concentration of the offices 
of the Cabinet Minister. 

5. The right of the different 
parties to designate their minis- 
ters. The liberty of the govern- 
ment to occupy the high offices 
to meet the exigencies of the war. 

With these points as a basis, 
Negrlo elaborated the discussion 
on how the Government immedlt- 
tely set about the tasks of clean- 
ing up the rearguard, maintaining 
public morale against the inva- 
ders, setting up a ministry of sea 
and air, solving military problems, 
advancing the economic and cul- 
tural standards of the people, and 
dealing with international ques- 
tions — all of these with the pri- 
mary aim of winning the war and 
preparing for peace. 
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II 



"TO THE HEROIC INTERNATIONAL FIGHTERS” 



SPANISH PEOPLE GREET US 
ON OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY 




The following: messages and 

statements have been forwarded 
to the War Commissariat of the 
International Brigades on the an- 
niversary of the arrival in Spain 
of the first international co- 
lumns - - a year ago, October 
14th, 1936. 

From the Committee 
Of the Madrid United 
Federation of Trade Unions 

"What can we say of our adm- 
iration toward the men of other 
countries who have forsaken their 
homes to share the tragedy that 
encompass3S our country, and who 
have understood the importance, 
in order that the human race shall 
go forward, which our triumph 
will represent? 

"They know from personal ex- 
perience what fascism is: the final 
bulwark of a system of exploitat- 
ion and tyranny that is imposed 
by the ferocity of capitalism. This 
system has no reason for cont- 
inuing its existence: it wishes to 
grind under its military boot all 
that is most noble, most sacred, 
most proud in the human race; to 
crush our most precious posses- 
sion, the very reason for the exis- 
tence of the human race : PRO- 
GRESS. 

"To these men from foreing 
frontiers who generously came to 
offer their lives for liberty we 
can pay no greater homage than 
our fervent recognition, from this 
sublime and heroic nation, which 
with its blood is fertilizing the 
furrows which shall give a new 
seed to humanity, with which the- 
re shall be spread good-will and 
well-being around the circumfe- 
rence of the earth. 

"Honor to these heroic fighters 
of the International Brigade I 

"Long live the commissars of 
international antifascist solida- 
rity!” 

From the General 
Secretary of the 
Madrid Popular Front. 

"At present, for their aid in the 
struggle we are engaged in aga- 
inst reaction; and because In- the 
future they will be the base of 
the World Popular Front, capable 
of smashing fascism internationa- 
lly. we extend to the International 
Brigades all our friendship and 
our profound admiration.” 



From the General 
Secretary of the 
Syndicalist Youth. 

"The soldier who came from the 
far countries in order to help us 
in our struggle for independence 
is the true expression of the sen- 
timent that animates the world. 

"Today these men contribute 
with indomitable courage in the 
fight to destroy our enemies. To- 
morrow, it shall be we who will 



NEW YORK, Oct. 6.— In ans- 
wer to the propaganda being 
spread by Spanish bishops in de- 
fense of the fascist ring-leader. 
Franco, 150 Protestant preachers 
have published an open letter con- 
demning these actions. 

The letter declares that the 
attempt of the Spanish bishops to 
justify the military rebellion 
against the legitimate Spanish 
Government constitutes an alar- 
ming note of hostility against any 
popular government and against 
liberty, which "we Americans lo- 
ve so profoundly”. 

It adds that the bishops have 
made no mention of German and 
Italian intervention, nor of the 
enlistment of Moors to help Fran- 



help to liberate the international 
proletariat from all its enemies. 
This is the warm, fraternal feeling 
we have for the heroic volunteers 
of the International Brigades.” 

From the United 

Socialist Youth 

(J. S. U.) of Madrid. 

"The International Brigades ha- 
ve taught the youth precisely two 
things: 



co. The letter points out that the 
conflict is a "struggle between the 
forces of democracy on one side, 
and the privileged classes allied 
with the fascists on the other 
side". 

The signers of the letter express 
indignation that "they (the 
priests) have joined the camp of 
reaction and fascism”. They con- 
clude by saying: "It is difficult 
tn believe that the attitude of 
the Catholic Church is in favor of 
the invasion of Republican Spain. 
These prelates will not get any 
sympathy in the United States, 
after their arbitrary declarations, 
and for condemnig the very prin- 
ciples that constitute the meat 
precious heritage of our people”. 



"One — - the true sentiment of 
solidarity; and two — how unity 
makes it possible for us to over- 
come the most difficult obstacles. 

"In saluting the valiant youth 
that compose these brigades, the 
Juventud Socialista Unificada 
(United Socialist Youth) assures 
them that our own young gener- 
ation will not deviate from the 
path of unity in which it is mar- 
ching. In this way, whenever our 
solidarity is needed, it will be gi- 
ven with the greatest efficiency. 

"Honor to the youth of all coun- 
tries who have fallen on our 
: ide! 

“Salud to those who are ready 
to continue the path to victory!" 

From the Executive 
Committee of “Federal 
Left” of Madrid. 

"Izquierda Federal (Federal 
Left) declares its homage to the 
International Brigades for their 
outstanding heroism on the battle- 
fields, where there is being waged 
and forged a new moral; and also 
for their aid In the creation of a 
new srpirit of justice which will 
illuminate like a powerful beacon- 
light the ancient and the modem 
democracies.” 



Catalonian Youth 
Flay de Valera Stand 
on Spain 

BARCELONA, Oct. 5. — The 
youth of the F. A. L. C. have sent 
a telegram to President De Vale- 
ra of Ireland, reminding him that 
when Ireland was fighting for its 
independence, Catalonia was in 
the vanguard of its defence. 

The telegram reads : 

"Catalonia, .vhich gave Ireland 
the title of "Sister Nation”, has 
been deeply deceived and cruelly 
betrayed, in this tragic hour when 
it is giving its blood in the defen- 
se of its liberties. 

"The conduct of the President of 
the Irish Free State in the League 
of Nations has not been worthy of 
a people who have known oppres- 
sion and slavery. 

"De Valera has not been libe- 
ral, nor generous. Nor does he ha- 
ve a feeling of national indepen- 
dence for his people. The youth of 
the F. A. L. C. wish to see Ire- 
land entirely free.” 



U. S. PROTESTANT PREACHERS 
PROTEST FRANCO PROPAGANDA 
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President Roosevelt Denounces War -Makers 



ATTACKS AGGRESSOR NATIONS 
WHICH MENACE WORLD PEACE 




LHANKUN 1> LLANO HOOSI A 1.1/1 . I'rrsidrin'iif the United State* 



NOTE: All quotations which 

follow have been re-translated 
from the Spanish press. 

An historic speech on the pre- 
sent international situation was 
made by President Roosevelt last 
week, at the opening of a new 
monumental bridge in Chicago, in 
which the President vigorously at- 
tacked the belligerent nations that 
were provoking war. He indicated 
that the casting away of pacts 
made between nations show that 
we are in an epoch of barbarism, 
terror and reaction. Never, he said, 
have true democratic nations at- 
tempted to impose their political 
creeds on other nations by the 
shedding of blood. 

He continued by pointing out 
that international illegality reigns. 

“There has been begun an in- 
terference on the part of some 
countries into the internal af- 
fairs of others, or with the in- 
vasion of foreign territories the 
crapping of treaties. This situa- 
tion has now become so grave as 
to seriously threaten the very 
foundations of civilization. Wit- 
hout declaring war, nor having 
justifiable reasons, these countries 
have assassinated civilians, wo- 
men and children. In peace time, 
submarines have attacked and tor- 
pedoed merchant ships without 
reason and without previous war- 
ning. There are nations that are 
conspiring and participating in the 
civil war of a country that has 
never preformed any hostile act 
toward them”. 

ATTACKS AGGRESSORS 

He pointed out that nations that 
claim their liberties deny those 
very same principles to others. 
Their lack cf justice and feeling 
f<;r humanity have made them sa- 
crifice peoples and nations to sa- 
trify their desire for power and 
supremacy. 

He expre-sed his hope for the 
future in the following manner: 

“We desire to haVe a world in 
which we can breathe freely and 
live without fear. The nations that 
love peace must in unison streng- 
then themselves in order to rein- 
force the laws and principles that 
constitute the only basis that can 
guarantee peace.” 

The President explained that 
national morality was essential, 
like individual morality, H ? em- 



phasised the principles of interna- 
tional morality. In treating the 
qu \stion of national isolation, he 
said that there existed in the 
world an interdependence that ma- 
de it technically and morally im- 
possible for one nation to isolate 
itself completely from the econo- 
mic and political phenomenon of 
the rest of the world, especially 
v/hen upheavals, instead of di- 
minishing, appear to be extending 
themselves. 

“It is a question of vital impor- 
tance for the American people 
that the saneness of treaties and 
the establishment of international 
morality be returned to”, he said. 

90 PERCENT THREATENED 

The President stated that the 
peace and liberty of 90 percent of 
the world population is being 
threatened by the other TO per- 



cent, who disregard international 
principals. “This 90 percent who 
want peace, can and must find the 
means of realizing their desires.” 
The President further added that 
it is unconceivable that in modern 
times a nation should be so der- 
anged and bestial as to dare to 
throw itself at the world in war. 
invading territory of other weaker 
nations, violating solemn treaties, 
all without provocation. The peace 
of the whole world is actually 
threatened by this state of af- 
fairs. 

“LIKE AN EPIDEMIC” 

He compared the international 
situation with that of an epidemic, 
saying that the community should 
avoid allowing the community to 
reach its dangerous stage. 

He concluded his speech with 
the following words: “War is con- 



tagious declared or undecla- 
red; it engulfs the peoples of all 
nations in a theater of hostilities. 
Athough we are ready to separate 
ourselves from jt. we cannot avoid 
its disastrous effects, nor th? dan- 
ger of being involved in th : fight. 
Wc must adopt mediums to re- 
duce the complicated possibilities, 
hut we ean.iot escape completely 
from a world engulfed in disorder. 
The principles of peace must be 
restored for civilization to have 
life, and confidence among all na- 
tions restored. The desire for pea- 
ce must be manifested in such a 
form t hat nations be deterred 
from violating agreements and 
taught to respect the rights of 
others. We must establish positive 
designs to safeguard peace. Ame- 
rica detests war and hopes for 
peace. America, therefore, is com- 
mitted to preserve peace.” 

The President said that \2 
cents out of every dollar is being 
used for war preparation. 

His speech was made to 50,000 
people, and was also radioed to 
all of America. 

NEGKIN COMMENTS 

Doctor Juan Negrin made pu- 
blic his opinion regarding Presi- 
dent Rooseve't's speech. He said: 
“I agree entirely with the words 
of the illustrous President of the 
Unitel States. They come as a 
reinforcement to the moral mo- 
vement that is being produced in 
the world against international 
disloyalty and the methods of vio- 
lence employed by the Totalita- 
rian States. T believe they will 
contribute to clear away the ten- 
re and threatening atmosphere 
that encircle the activities of the 
pacific countries. It is a shame 
that these words were not soun- 
ded before, when they could have 
influenced the deliberations at Ge- 
neva in respect to Spain.” 

FASCIST DISTORT WORDS 

BERLIN. -- Here the Berlin 
press published President Roose- 
velt's speech in the most mutila- 
ted form, suppressing many para- 
graphs. 

It is said in Berlin that, because 
of the political experience with 
-former President Wilson, Germa- 
ny must distrust the initiative of 
Americans in the international 
field. 
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LIFE IN REBEL BILBAO TODAY 



The following message from a 
Republican who remained behind 
when the fascists occupied Bilbao 
gives a first-hand picture of life 
in that city at the present time. 

On the day of the occupation 
of Bilbao, the first Italian forces, 
consisting of two columns of Black 
Arrows, arri ved at the centre 
of the city singing "Giovenezza" 
and shouting “Viva Italia”. Du- 
ring their passage through the 
streets they fired at the windows 
and balconies from which the 
Republican and Basque nationalist 
flags were flying. As a result of 
the firing eleven people were ki- 
lled and twenty-three wounded. 

A lieutenant colonel of Franco’s 
Army, replying to an ironic re- 
mark of a German officer on the 
lack of enthusiasm shown by the 
citizens said: 

"I must address the people in 
order to tell them that they are 
under our power that they must 
show their jubilation.” 

The idea was approved and as- 
cending the balcony of one of the 
largest public buildings in the ci- 
ty, the lieutenant colonel cried ; 
“People of Bilbao ! The glorious 
nationalist Army has just fgieed 
you from the claws of Red sepa- 
ratism...” 

Not one balcony opened and not 
a single person come to listen to 
him. Enraged by the ridicule he 
had put himself to, the lieutenant 
colonel ordered a military proces- 
sion to take place in the early 
afternoon and guaranteed on his 
word of honour that “the people 
of Bilbao would show due enthu- 
siasm.” 

In effect, during the march-past 
of the "nationalist" troops, the bal- 
conies on both sides of the street 
were lined with people who ap- 
plauded the soldiers with more or 
less enthusiasm. 

This was due to the fact that 
a large section of the rebel troops 
were ordered to enter all the pri- 
vate houses in groups of six, with 
fixed bayonets, and oblige the in- 
habitants to stand on the balconies 
and applaud the conquerors as they 
marched by. Six men and two 
women killed for refusing to ap- 
plaud. 

On the following day the milita- 
ry authorities, wishing to convey 
an Impression of normality which 
will never exist in Bilbao as long 
as it is occupied by the fascists, 'pu- 
blished a decree ordering all shop- 



keepers and factory ownters to 
resume work as ;n normal condi- 
tions, threatening them with se- 
vere measures if they refused. In 
the same decree the priests were 
ordered to return their parishes 
in order to say mass as usual. 

The decree v/as completely use- 
less. Not one shcp-kccper, nor fac- 
tory-owner, nor priest showed any 
signs of life. This passive resis- 
tance of the middle c Lasse ; against 
fascism had a most depressing ef- 
fect on the military and civil au- 
thorities, who had to go to other 
towns in order to precure priest3 
to officiate in the churches and 
by this means avoid the farcical 
spectacle of an army which to de- 
fend religion, having no priests 
willing to say mass for it. 

Thus, during the first days of 
fascist occupation in Bilbao, three 
priests as well as ninety-two shop- 
keepers were shot without trial. 



CITY PILLAGED 

One morning a few days later 
all the shops in the centre of the 
city had placard posted outside 
them bearing the Fai angst sym- 
bol and the following words: 
“Spanish soldier fighting for 
the Fatherland: If you need any 
article in this shop, enter and 
take it: It belongs to you. The 
owner is an enemy of our sacred 
cause, who is attacking you in a 
oowa.’dly fashion.” 



- *' 



There is little need to say that 
the Italian and German troops, 
obeying the order to the letter, de- 
dicated themselves for several 
hours to the pillage of Bilbao. 




When the matter came to the 
knowledge of the authorities, the 
shops had been despoiled of all 
their goods. 

BILBAO GERMAN COLONY 

At the present time Bilbao is 

a German colony. In spite of the 

fact that the Italians played by 

far the greatest part in its con- 
* > 

quest, all official organisms pas- 
sed immediately into the hands of 
the Germans. All private compa- 
nies are run by Germans. Germans 
are in charge of the reconstruction 
of the blast furnaces without 
which Bilbao's iron cannot be smel- 




ted : they have control of the 

trams and of the railways, as 
well as the reconstruction of all the 
bridges. The best hotels are oc- 
cupied by Germans and to enter 
them special passes have to be 
produced. 

The following story Is signifi- 
cant of the attitude of the peo- 
ple of Bilbao towards invaders: 

One Sunday afternoon a num- 
ber of upper class inhabitants we- 
re sitting in one of the most fas- 
hionable cafes of the town. Sud- 
denly the public realised that some 
Italian soldiers had entered the es- 
tablishment. Moved by a feeling 
of hatred, everyone rose and began 
leaving. The Italians, who instan- 
tly understood what was going on, 
began shouting insults at the peo- 
ple. 

A torrent of spoons, cups and 
glasses fell on the invaders as a 
patriotic protest against their pro- 
vocation. Overcome with rage, one 
of the solidera drew his pistol and 
began firing on the customers, who 
seized him and gave him a tho- 
rough hiding. When calm had been 
restored it was discovered that the 
shots fired by the Italian soldier 
had caused the following victims: 

One litte girl of five, wounded 
in the arm; a waiter, wounded in 
the shoulder; and a women, woun- 
ded in the stomach and head... 

This is just one illustration of 
the insults the Basque people have 
to put up with at the hands of 
their foreign conquerors. 




VIEW OF BILBAO before the foreign IimM Jnvn4ere brgftn their tfeftlmclivr offriitivr, killing ftnri murilrrlng lu prnplr, 
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THE U. G. T. MOVES TOWARD GREATER UNITY 



Much concern was manifested 
recently throughout Spain at the 
news of the expulson of 14 natio- 
nal industrial unions by the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the U. G. T. 
At a time when the greatest pos- 
sible unity was an absolute pre- 
requisite for winning the war 
against Fascism, the news of fur- 
ther split and dissension was cle- 
arly cause for alarm. The Execu- 
tive Committee of the U. G. T., 
dominated as it was by Caballero 
and his followers, not having been 
renewed during the last five years, 
followed a course which was bound 
to lead to disaster. Its actions, 
such as failure to support the pre- 
sent government upon its forma- 
tion in May, was rebuked and 
over-ruled on several occasions by 
the National Committee. It was 
becoming quite clear that the Exe- 
cutive Committee ceased to reflect 
the actual sentiments of the 



U. G. T. workers and was playing 
a game which could help only the 
enemies of the Spanish people. 

In order to wrest control of the 
National Committe which was 
scheduled to meet shortly, the 
Executive Committee started a 
campaign of expulsions. Using the 
slim pretext that certain unions 
were behind in their dues pay- 
ments, a campaign was started to 
expel precisely those unions which 
fought consistently for unity and 
for unconditional support of the 
Negrin government, which they 
considered a government of vic- 
tory over the fascist enemy. The 
actual expulsions began and 14 
national unions, including some of 
the largest and most important 
unions, such as the Asturian Min- 
ers, Madrid Bakers, found them- 
selves excluded from the ranks of 
the U. G. T. 

At a time when the entire nat- 



ion was showing the greatest sym- 
pathy and solidarity with the As- 
turian miners, who are conduct- 
ing such a heroic struggle against 
the advancing fascist hordes and 
who are shedding blood in defense 
of their land and liberties, news 
was received of their expulsion 
from the U. G. T. for alleged non- 




payment cf dues. The leaders of 
the Exc cutive Committee of the 
U. G. T. busy with the work of 
dividing the ranks of the workers, 
steeped in their hatred of the pre- 
sent government, did nothing to 
help the struggle against the in- 
vading fascist forces in the North- 
but found time and a means of 
notifying the Miners Union of As- 
turias cf its expulsion from the 
U. G. T. 

NATION INDIGNANT 

During the month of September 
the trade unionist of Spain show- 
ed how they felt about this mar- 
ter. A wave of unheard-of indignat- 
ion spread throughout the coun- 
try. Union after union adopted re- 
solutions calling for a stop to this 
disruption and splitting policy by' 
the Executive Committee. In cit- 
ies, towns and villages U. G. T. or- 
ganizations were roused into act- 
ion against misdeeds of the Exec- 
utive Committee. Finally on Sep- 
tember 27, in besieged Madrid, the 
local executive committee met and 
condemned unanimously the policy 
of the national Executive Commit- 
tee in expelling the 14 national 
unions. A cry came forth every- 
where for a f;:ll meeting of the 
Naitional Committee to deal with 
the situation and 'to bring about 
unity in the ranks of the U. G. T. 

NEW COMMITTEE CHOSEN 

On Oct. 1, the meeting of the 
National Committee v/as convened 
in Valencia. The meeting fully re- 
presented the 30 national unions 
affiliated with the U. G. T. The 
meeting considered that the Exec- 
utive Committee heretofore did 
not represent the true will of the 
membership of the U. G. T. and 
had acte4: against their interests. 



The meeting invalidated the ex- 
pulsions of the 14 national unione 
and finally elected a new Exec- 
utive Committee. It retained only 
one member of the farmer Exec- 
utive Committee, one who had con- 
sistently opposed the splitting tac- 
tics of the old leadership. The 
meeting named Ranxm Gonzalez 
Peda, of the miners' union, as Pre- 
sident; Edmundo Dominguez, vice- 
president; Jose Rodriguez Vega, 
general secretary, and Amaro Ro- 
sa! Diaz as assistant secretary. 
Immediate action was taken to 
notify the International Federat- 
ion of Trade Unions of the change 
of leadership of the U. G. T. 

SOLID SUPPORT 

The first step of the new Exec- 
utive Committee was to visit 
Dr. Juan Negnin and affirm the 
unconditional support of the U.G.T. 
of his government and pledge to 
mobilize the broad membership ol 
the U. G. T. in active work for 
the execution of the tasks set to 
them by the Peoples Front govern- 
ment. The new leadership imme- 
diately contacted the leadership ol 
the C. N. T. and pledged to main- 
tain the closest co-operation bet- 
ween the two great trade union 
organizations and to work untir- 
ingly for the organic unity of the 
U. G. T. and the C. N. T. so that 
in the very near future both bodies 
could merge into a powerful, sin- 
gle, united trade union movement 
of Spain. 

The latest developments in the 
U. G. T are indeed heartening. 




With change in the leadership ol 
the Executive Committee, with the 
great spirit of unity displayed at 
the first session of this body on 
Oct. 2nd, there is reason to believe 
that the greatest possible unity of 
the trade union movement will be 
welded. The trade union movement 
will be able now to march with the 
rest of the nation in the great anti- 
fascist People’s Front towards 
victory over the foreign fascist 
invaders and towards a free, happy 
and prosperous Spain. 

D. M. 
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THE WORLD SITUATION- 
IS IT PEACE OR WAR? 



(Centlaued from pig« 9.', 

and in the south, there is const- 
ant fighting. The situation has be- 
come such that Italian, soldiers 
are afraid to move outside their 
garrisons. It is certain that as 
fascist Italy's difficulties increase, 
the - Abyssinian resistance will 
grow. 

THE FAR EAST 

In the Far East, the struggle 
for Chinese independence conti- 
nues. Japanese fascism, well-ar- 
med, with its well laid plans for 
the conquest of the north of Chi- 
na, is met by an unexpected re- 
sistance. The growing unity of the 
Chinese people, which has its pa- 
rallels here in Spain, faces Japan 
with serious problems. Its advan- 
ce is much slower, and is cost- 
ing far more than it had antici- 
pated, and it is already evident 
that it is probably not Chinese in- 
dependence which la in danger, but 
the continued existence of Japane- 
se fascism. The eighth Army not 
taqg ago infHcted a terrific defeat 
on the Japanese, killing or wound- 
ing 20,639 men. Four days later, 
In the region of Taang-Cheu, a 
thousand Japanese troops were 
surprised and captured. 

It would be foolish to expect 
an early victory of the Chinese 
people, for Japan has a terrific 
preponderance of arms, but Ja- 
pan's internal situation, like that 
of Germany and Italy, is rapidly 
deteriorating. The Manchurian 
conquest has not provided the re- 
sults expected, either in the way 
of profits or of minerals. The pre 
p&rattons for war have been a 
great strain on the not too strong 
Japanese economy; and war it- 
self, if not quickly ended, may 
prove disastrous. During the past 
six months, there have been mo- 
re strikes than during the whole 
history of the Japanese labour 
movement. 

PROGRESS IN U. S. S- R. 

In striking contrast to the con- 
ditions obtaining in the fascist 
countries, is the constant progress 
of the people of the USSR. Wher- 
eas, despite the enormous arma- 
ments production, after eight 
years the total production of the 
capitalist countries stands more 
or less where It did, that of the 
Soviet Union has increased seve- 
ral times over. Translated into 
terms of human happiness, the 
effect of this increase in produc- 



tion is enormous. Nor can any 
limits be set to this growing pros- 
perity of the Russian people. In 
its relations with other states, the 
USSR is recognised as the strong- 
est and most consistent fighter for 
collective peace, and it is against 
this great people that the most 
vindictive spleen of the warraa- 
kers is directed, as being the 
greatest obstacle to the realisa- 
tion of their plans of conquest 

At Geneva, Litvinov’s speech 
has revived hope among the pea- 
ce forces in the League of Nations. 
Clearly and simply he showed that 
despite all that has happened to 
weaken it, the League is still ca- 
pable of holding the aggressors 
in check and of stopping new ag- 
gressions. Great Britain, despite 
its strenuous denials of the past, 
has now been brought to the point 
where it can no longer deny the 
violation of the “non-intervention” 
agreement. No steps are being 
taken to end intervention in 
Spain, but the recognition of the 
fact of aggression is a step for- 
ward from the previous position 

BRITAIN REMAINS KEY 

It is evident that Britain re- 
mains the key to the world si- 
tuation. A few wprds of the right 
kind from the British statesmen 
could change the alignment of the 
world forces in favor of peace. 
But these words will never be 
spoken by the “National” govern- 
ment of its own free will. Only 
the combined pressure of the pro- 
gressive people can compel a chan- 
ge of its present line. It is tragic 
that leaders of the Labour move- 
ment, such as Bevin and Citrine, 
can prevent, even for a titUe ti- 
me, the unity of the anti-fascist 
and anti-war opinion, which now, 
lacking leadership and cohesion, 
are Ineffectual, could unitedly be- 
come atich a force as would com- 
pel lta wishes to be carried out. 
History will look back with curio- 
sity upon tjiese few men, who ha- 
ve, in effect, ' the destiny of the 
world In th*ir hands for a short 
space of time* and it will wonder 
at their blindness and stupidity. 
But tbere are others in the Labour 
movement who see wfth clarity 
the danger which confronts tho 
world. 

But will Unity arrive in time? 
Events are moving quickly. 

O, C. G. 




THE FUEHRER TALKS AND TALKS AND TALKS 



15 th international brigade 

SALUTES MADRID STUDENTS, 
ACCEPTING THEIR BANNER 



TO THE STUDENTS OF THE LAG A SC A INSTITUTE 
Dear Comrades, 

Your , action in undertaking the patronage of our Brigade 
adds another link in the already powerful bonds of interna- 
tional solidarity between the people of Spain and those of 
our several lands. Now in the fight for the cause of Spanish 
democracy, which is the cause of all humanity, we realize 
the significance of, and are proud to accept, your preferred 
banner ^for the symbol of our mutual struggle. 

We hare watched the fast-growing student and youth mo- 
vement of Spain. Everywhere we see the signs of unity of 
the rear guard . We are very happy to note that among the 
leaders In this movement for unity are the students. In the 
forefront stands the youth of Spain' who have undergone so 
much and who still fight on in the vanguard of the Spanish 
forces. 

Among our ranks are many students from many lands; 
some of the best fighters in the Brigade sprang from the 
student movement, where they learned the simple elements 
of the struggle for civil and political liberties, political rights, 
and often even economic subsistence. 

We regret that R was not possible for the Brigade to be 
present at the tendering of the banner to our unit. We were 
occupied carving further records, further cause for you to 
be proud of us — our roles in the captures of Quiuto and Bel- 
ch ite may well fill you with pride. Soon we hope to return 
to the Center {font where it will be possibile for us to make 
a fact the desire now held by both of us: cement the bonds 
of comradeship and understanding between us. We hope to 
be able to send delegations to visit you and become acquaint- 
ed with the individuals who comprise your group. In the 
same manner we hope that you will be able to send express 
our gratification, in your interest and assure you of similar 
sentiments on our part. 

For the men of the Fifteenth International Brigade wo 
send to your group the wannest antifascist greetings. 

v. coric 

Commander of Brigade 

STEVE NELSON 
Political Commissar. 

ROBHKT H. MKHRIVAV 

Chief of Staff. 
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OCTOBER 16th 

lVrhupa today 

You will reraemher John Brown, 

John Brown 
Who took hin gun, 

Took twenty-one companions 
White and black, 

Went to shoot your way to freedom 
Where two rivers meet 
And the hills of the 
North 

And the hills of the 
South 

Look slow' at one another — 

And died 
For your sake. 

Now that you are 
.Many years free, 

Aud the echo of the Civil War 
Mas passed awa\. 

And Brown himself 

Has long been tried at law. 

Hung by the neck. 

And buried in the ground — 

Since Harpers Ferry 
Is alive with ghosts today, 

Immortal raiders 
Come a git in to town — 

Perhaps 
You will recall 
John Brown, 

LANGSTON 1M<.HKS 



NEWS BRIEFS 

MOSCOW. For the next year 
the Soviet Coveinnient hits put 
aside 4,200,000 rubles for the con- 
struction 4 if a system of rail wavs 
in the Ukrainian region. 

BERLIN. ~ We get news that 
Hitler has accepted Mussolini's 
invitation to repay the latter's re- 
cent visit, by going to Home. 

* 

MARSEILLE.- The attempt to 
ship 200 tona of sufcphur to fascist 
Las Palmas (Mallorca Island sea- 
port!, last week, resulted in an 
effective refusal by the port ste- 
vedores to load the boat. The car- 
go ship “Medic" was forced to 
sail without the sulphur. 

MOSCOW. -More than 1000 
Asturian children between the 
ages of 15 and 16 have arrived 
here this week on board the two 
Soviet ships, “Cooperation” and 
“Dzerjinski”. The voyage along 
the Spanish coast was perilously 
made under direct rebel fire. 

In the Mancha Canal, the “Co- 
operation" encountered an Italian 
ship. When the young voyagers 
recognized the Italian flag they 
let loc.se prolongetl cries of con- 
demnation to the fascist ship. 
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RALPH FOX 

Another indication of the inter- 
national solidarity among the dif- 
ferent national volunteers in Spa- 
in, not only with the Spanisli peo- 
ple, but with each other, exists in 
the form of a complete battalion 
of the Mth International (Franco- 
Beige) Brigade. This is the Ralph 
Fox il 2th) Battalion, so named as 
far back as last April, in honor of 
the noted English novelist and 
writer who.se death here shocked 
the world. 

“The battalion was named 
’Ralph Fox’ at a time when there 
were .still a number of British vo- 
lunteer's in each company", says 
Commander' Dumont of the 14th 
Brigade. “These men were after- 
ward transferred to the 15th Bri- 
gade, but we felt that it would be 
most fitting t.o retain llie name 



BATTALION 

of this man who won ou*- love and 
our admiration in the early flays 
of the war." 




LETTERS from HOME 

(OiiiliiiiM'il from |>iigi‘ Ul ) 

keep on spreading them around... 

The steel situation is now quiet, 
but the auto workers have held 
their convention. They have grown 
in little more than a year from 
35,000 to 350,000; and we will see 
the day soon, I believe, when they 
will get old Henry Ford also lined 
up... 

Your collective letters are fine. 
Keep’em up. Keep sending me 
mail and make your letters in- 
formative to the fullest extent, of 
course together with everything 
else you want to write. For we 
can surely use these letters to gel 
additional and stronger support 
for Loyalist Spain and for the 
International Brigades... 

it. :m. 
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SPAIN'S MINERAL WEALTH 



A Survey of Some of the Products 
that Hitler and Mussolini are After 



The fame of the Spanish me- 
tal mines has existed since the 
most remote times of antiqui- 
ty and there is no historian of 
olden days who does not men- 
tion, some of them at great 
length and with very interest- 
ing facts, the mineral deposits 
which were exploited in the 
Iberian Peninsula. 

A large proportion of the 
foreign invasions of olden ti- 
mes had as their principal 
object the seizure of the riches, 
principally precious metals, 
which they supposed the Span^ 
ish soil contained. The Phoe- 
nicians. Carthaginians and Ro- 
mans mainly looked for lead, 
silver, copper and gold, and 
traces of their exploitations, 
above all Roman, are to be 
found in abundance in the me- 
tal mines of Spain. 

More than twenty centuries 
have passed and Spain now 
sees her soil trampled upon 
once more by foreigners pur- 
suing an identical aim as is 
clearly shown by their milita- 
ry operations, their treaties 
with the rebels and their sys- 
tematic appropriation of the 
ore which is exploited in the 
territory they dominate as well 
as by the manner in which they 
are diverting the trade in mi- 
nerals to the countries in Cen- 
t rai Europe to the detriment 
of their natural markets, in 
Western Europe and North 
America. 

The principal mineral pro- 
ducts of Spain are as folilows: 

IRON 

In the year 1910 a detailed 
»tudy warn made of the reser- 



ves of iron ore in Spain which 
gave a total of 811 million 
torus. In spite of the large 
amount of iron ore which has 
been exploited between 1910 
and 1937, the new discoveries 
made during the past few j r ear.s 
allow it to be affirmed that 
the present day reserves are 
not less than 800 million tons. 

The classic deposits of Viz- 
caya, Santander and Guipuz- 
coa in the North and those of 
Seville, Huelva, Almeria and 
Murcia in the South, especially 
as far as better quality ore is 
concerned, are nearly exhaus- 
ted. On the othej hand there 
are large deposits of unexploi- 
ted iron ore in the provinces 



of Oviedo, Leon, Lugo, Tcruel 
and Guadalajara, but Its geo- 
graphical location, far remo- 
ved from the ports and its con- 
tent of less than 50 % render 
its exploitation very difficult 
and often uneconomic in pe- 
riods when the price of iron is 
low. 

FUELS 

Spain has never been and 
can never be an exporter of 
fuels, yet she produces enough 
coal for her own needs, except 
for certain special varieties. On 
the other hand she has no li- 
quid fuels and every drop of 
oil, petroleum*, etc. has to be 



imported* Four-fifths of the 
coal produced in Spain comes 
from Asturias. 

POTASSIUM SALTS 

The deposits of potassium 
salts in Catalonia constitute 
one of the greatest mineral ri- 
ches of Spain at the present 
day. These deposits which were 
discovered comparatively re- 
cently, are now known to 
stretch right across Northern 
Aragon into Navarre. 

PYRITES 

Spain is the greatest produ- 
cer and exporter of pyrites apd 
she possesses 50 c / r of the 
world’s reserves. The Spanish 
pyrites, some of them iron and 
others ferro-copper, are loca- 
ted in. a belt covering the pro- 
vince of Huelva and part of 
that of Seville. 

COPPER 

The principal deposits of 
copper in Spain arc the ferro- 
copper pyrites of the province 
of Huelva, which contain from 
0.5 % to 2 7c copper metal. 
The reserves of ferro-copper 
pyrites in this region are not 
less than 200 million tons. All 
the copper produced in Spain 
comes from Huelva and in 
1 035 the total production of 
copper ore was 410.959 tons. 

LEAD 

Spain was for many years 
the greatest European produ- 
cer of lead, but at the present 
time her position has ‘changed, 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



THE 20 th 

The progressive people of the 
world will soon celebrate the 
90th anniversary of the Union 
of Socialist Soviet Republics. 
All the world has watched most 
intensely how the Soviet Union 
battled its way during all the- 
se years against the stream, 
against hostile surroundings, 
until it has grown to be one 
of the most powerful nations 
of the world. Surrounded by 
enemies on all sides — facing 
economic blockade and foreign 
intervention; total disruption of 
all aspects of economic life; 
famine and disease -- the peo- 
ples of the Soviet Union, over- 
coming difficulty after diffi- 
culty, kept their steady on- 
ward march to a new and bet- 
ter life. 

During these twenty long 
years the progressive-minded 
people — workers, farmers, in- 
tellectuals — the world over 
rallied to the cause of the So- 
viet people. In the dark days 
<rf twenty years ago, the Bri- 
tish and American seamen re- 
fused to load ships with car- 
goes of arms destined for the 
white armies of intervention. 
French sailors in • the Black 
Sea, led by Andre Marty, re- 
volted against being used to 
down the cause of the Soviet 
people. Material and moral aid 
came from all lands to the 
great Soviet people in their 
hour of need. It was with In- 
ternational Solidarity that the 
workers and peasants of the 
Soviet Union were able to 
triumph over all enemies — 



BIRTHDAY 

internal and foreign. Today, 
the U. S. S. R. looks forward 
to a grand future of freedon 
and prosperity for its 170 mil- 
lion people of hundreds of ra- 
ces and nationalities. 



A LONG WAV 

During these twenty years 
this mighty nation has travel- 
led a long way. From one of 
the most backward countries, 
kept in poverty and Ignorance 
and as a result of years of 
imperialist and civil wars - 
desolated and ruined — the 
people with sacrifice and en- 
thusiasm. unknown in the past, 
pushed forward and re-cons- 
tructed a nation which stands 
today among the foremost in 
the world. Step by step the 
U. S. S. R. went through the 
stages of military communism 
to the New Economic Policy 
(NEP) to the period of socia- 
list construction and planning 
and the brilliant fulfillment ol 
the first and second 5 Year 
Plans. It lifted itself by its own 
bootstraps from a land lacking 
industry and culture to one of 
the most technically developed 
countries. Today, with its mass 
production industries, sociali- 
zed agriculture, most highly 
developed culture and educa- 
tion, with its vast resources 
used for the benefit of all the 
people, the Soviet Union con- 
tinues on the road to prospe- 
rity and culture, surpassing the 
expectations of all and reali- 



OF THE U 

ziqg the ideals of the world's 
greatest thinkers. It was vic- # 
torious against its foreign in- 
vading enemy as well as the 
last renments of the internal 
foe- the Trotskyite wreckers 
and spies — because the peo- 




ANDRK MARTY 

Pari* l>rputy, hero of Black Bra rc- 
will, and indefatigable fighter against 
fascism. 

pie were united and fought 
with ail their being for the 
triumph of the Soviet cause. 

While dark forces of reac- 
tion threaten the people of the 
rest of the world, in the So- 
viet Union the people are en- 
joying the fruits of their strug- 
gles and labors. The new So- 
viet Constitution opens new and 
greater vistas of democracy 
and freedom — guaranteeing 
the rights of all and safeguar- 
ding the democratic aspira- 
tions of the millions of Soviet 
peoples. How different is the 
situation in the rest of the 
world ? Fascism the deadly ene- 
my of progress and democra- 
cy has engulfed many nations 
during these twenty years. In 
Italy, Germany, Japan, Austria 
in the Baltic and Balkan coun- 
tries — new tyrannies and des- 
potisms have been imposed on 
the people by their fascist ru- 
lers. These fascist powers have 
not only deprived their own 
peoples of their freedom but 
today are threatening the li- 
berties of the rest of the world. 
In 1936 the troops of Mussoli- 
ni started their unprovoked 
aggression against the Ethio- 
pian people. By wholesale mur- 



S. S. R. 

der and brutality, the fascist 
hordes Imposed their bloody ru- 
le over the Ethiopian people. 
In 1936, the troops of Hitler 
and Mussolini, started a fresh 
aggression when they invaded 
the soil Of Spain and in their 
attempt to destroy the Peoples 
Front government and turn this 
country into a colony of Italo- 
German fascism. In 1937 the 
Japanese war-makers invade 
China and deal death to the 
innocent people and despite the 
indignation of the entire civi- 
lized world, are attempting to 
steal the land and liberties of 
the vast Chinese people. 

FOR PEACE, PROGRESS 

While the forces of human 
progress and peace throughout 
the world protest in awe aga- 
inst the brutalities of the war- 
makers and offer their aid to 
the people fighting against 
the Invaders and aggressors, 
the governments of Europe and 
America continue to play with 
the non-intervention game 
the farce which wily serves to 
encourage the fascist barba- 
rians. One nation of all has ta- 
ken the side of surest advan- 
ce In the world conflict bet- 
ween the forces of peace and 
progress and war and reac- 
tion, I. e. the Soviet Union. 
The role played by the repre- 
sentatives of the U. S. S. R. 
in the cause of democracy and 
peace in Geneva needs little re- 
petition. It tore the mask off 
of the fascist war-makers and 
pointed its accusing finger to 
Italy, Germany and Japan as 
the bandits and those threa- 
tening peace of the world. It 
has championed the rights of 
Ethiopia, Spain and China be- 
fore the League of Nations and 
the world. It has aided Spain 
as no other nation. It is only 
under the constant pressure of 
Soviet diplomacy that world 
public opinion is crystalizing 
and in turn forcing action on 
the part of the democratic and 
pacific governments. The re- 
cent speech of President F. D. 
Roosevelt, the victories for 
Spain at Nyon and Geneva, the 
mild actions of France and 

(Continued on p«|e i) 
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MADRID’S 



HOUSE OF CULTURE 



One of the liveliest artistic 
md Intellectual centers In the 
//arid at the moment, is, wi- 
thout doubt, the house of the 
Alianza de Intelectuales Anti- 
fascist as in Madrid. (In Engl- 
‘sh, we would say the Alliance 
of Antifascist Intellectuals.) It 
ts a large house, in fact a pa- 
lace, belonging to a former 
gentleman of title and a des- 
cendant of slave — traders by 
the way — who fled from Spain 
to devote his riches and his aid 
to the cause of those who are 
trying to overturn the govern- 
ment and force the people back 
into feudalism. The Marquis, 
for that was his title, took with 
him all the gold he could car- 
ry, but he left his palace, his 
Sorollas and El Greco, his 
hand-carved furniture, and his 
enormous library behind him. 
Now his mansion has been ta- 
ken over by the State. And the 
State has given it into the care 
it artists and writers as the 
headquarters and meeting pla- 
ce of all those men and women 
in Madrid who are devoting 
their pens, paint brushes, and 
talents to tlie Spanish Republic 
and Its welfare. 

SHELTERS ALL ARTS 

The Alianza de Intelectuales 
Antifascistas itself, as an or- 
ganization, is an outgrowth of 
the First International Writers 
Congress held in Paris in 1985. 
Hut, in Spain, it has been en- 



larged to include not only wri- 
ters, but painters, sculptors, 
composers, and all cithers who, 
through the arts, are contri- 
buting to a better and more 
beautiful world. It now has 
centers, of affiliates, in Va- 
lencia, Barcelona, and Ahcan- 
te. When the fascist rebellion 
broke out, the Alianza imme- 
diately aliigned itself with the 
government, and began to de- 
vote all its resources to the 
preservation of the Republic — 
for who could know better than 
artists and writers what hap- 
pens to creative efforts under 
a Fascist regime? 

Many of the members of the 
Alianza had experienced cen- 
sorship and suppression of 
thought under the monarchy 
and the dictatorship of the late 
Primo de Rivero. And all of 
them know what happened to 
books and theatres and science 
in Germany and Italy. They do 
not want that to happen here. 

MANY ON FRONTS 

That Is why, last November 
when FraAco and his Italians 
and Moors were at the gates 
of Madrid, many Spanish wri- 
ters and artists and musicians 
died on the barricades defend- 
ing their city against the bur- 
ners of books and the assasins 
of culture on the rebel side. At 
present, many of the members 
of the Alianza are at the front, 
some as soldiers, some as tea- 



chers in the campaign against 
illiteracy, others as editors of 
brigade newspapers or aa ma- 
kers of posters, some reading 
their poems to the troops, 
others .playing their own music 
in the trenches. 

Hefe in Madrid, the house is 
a hive of intense and varied in- 
telectual activities. Its presid- 
ent is Jos6 Bergamin, the Ca- 
tholic writer. Its Executive Se- 
cretary is the poet, Rafael Al- 
berti. (Alberti and his wi fe, 
Maria Teresa Leon, writer of 
short stories, are known in 
New York and in Latin Ame- 
rica, 'having lectured there a 
few years ago.) In and out of 
this Madrid house, formerly a 
palace for the idle rich, now 
pour the best of the Spanish 
writers and artists and thin- 
kers, as well as the visiting- 
foreigners resident in Spain or 
here gathering material for ar- 
ticles and books: famous fo- 
reigners like Ernest Heming- 
way, like Andre Malraux, like 
Ludwig Renn, Elgon Erwin 
Kisch, Gustav Regler, Jef Last, 
and Michael Koltsov. 

MANY ARTISTS KILLED 

Sometimes these writers 
Spanish or foreign, leave the 
house to continue their work 
as fighters or artists at the 
front, and they do not come 
back again. Pablo de la Tor- 
riente, the Cuban, went away a 
few months ago, never to re- 
turn. He was killed at Maj&da 
Honda. One of Spain’s great 
sculptors, Francisco Perez Ma- 
teo, died in the defense of Ma- 
drid. The poet, Federico Gar- 
cia Lorca, was executed in re- 
bel territory at Granada. And 
in the battle of Brunete, that 
excellent woman photographer, 
Gerda Taro, was killed while 
making .pictures of the soldiers 
of the People's Army for the 
papers and magazines she re- 
presented in Paris. You see, 
the artists and w liters who 
frequent the Alianza in Madrid 
are not of the ivory tower 
school. In fact, there couldn’t 
possibly be an ivory tower in 
Madrid. The Fascist cannons 
would blast It to pieces. 



WHAT THEY DO 

In time of war, wliat can 
writers and artists do that is 
useful, entertaining, and beau- 
tiful in a living and vital way? 
Here are some of the things the 
Alianza did — and does. At the 




MARIA TERESA LEON 

Short Story writer, and first worn* 
in Spain to direct a playhouse. 

beginning of the War, many 
members of the Alianza went 
into the trenches and the villa- 
ges near the front, explaining 
to the fighters the basic mean- 
ing of this War, and why a 
group of ’industrialists and mi- 
litary men had chosen to rise 
against the majority of the vo- 
ters of Spain. They made pos- 
ters, they gave speeches, they 
read poems, they worked with 
and under the direction of tli, 
Ministry of Public Instruction. 
From Paiis, the French writer* 
sent them, as a present, a scho- 
ol on wheels, a truck equipped 
with a motion picture machine 
and a printing press, brought 
to Spain by a committee hea- 
ded by Louis Aragon, famous 
poet and novelist. 

Last August, a year ago, the 
Alianza founded its paper, El 
MONO AZUL, (Overalls), and 
began to publish stories, poems, 
and chronicals of the war. 
When the People’s Army was 
formed, members of the Alian- 
za helped to establish, and se- 
veral of them still edit, the 
Brigade newspapers that are 

(Continued on pag** b<) 
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Mpoaklnf nl the Second International Writer* Congress. 
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H E A 

The following letter, from 
one of the producers of the 
film, "Heart of Spain”, is per- 
haps the most vivid and infor- 
mative to reach us on the work 
of the cinema in enlisting aid 
for the victims of Fascist 
agression. It is for this reason, 
and because we are suie that 
the contents of this letter will 
interest our own men, that we 
reprint it herewith. 

Two ambulances have been 
purchased by a number of pro- 
gressive film stars and direct- 
ors and scenario - writers for 
Spain — and these ambulan- 
ces are now tounng the Uni- 
ted States, showing the picture 
"Heart of Spain”. On the si dps 
of the ambulances are painted 
the names of such notable 
Hollywood figures as Betty 
Furness, Fred Keating, Frnn- 
chot Tone, Lionel Stander, Guy 
Endore, Ben Hecht, Humphrey 
Cobb, Florence Eldridge, Lewis 
Milestone, and many others. 

And now for the letter: 

"I haven't written you since 
HEART OF SPAIN opened at 
the Fifty-Fifth Street Theatre 
last week. It’s playing with 
Jean Renoir’s "The Lower 
Depths", a very brilliant film, 
and turning them away as well 
as knocking them over. It is a 
very exciting thing, after you 
have put your heart and feve- 
rish intensity into a work, to 



AMERICAN 

Two well-known „ American 
Congressmen arrived in Spain 
a week ago — Representatives 
Jerry O ’ Connell, Democrat 
from the State of Montana, 
and John T. Bernard, Minnes- 
sota farmer- La borite. The vi- 
sit of Uvo outstanding Ameri- 
can political figures is an im- 
portant gesture of sympathy 
on the part of the American 
people toward the Spanish Re- 
publican cause. Both have ta- 
ken formidable part* in the 
movements in the United Sta- 
tes that called for the defense 
of the rights of Loyalist 
Spain. 

O'Conncl, who champions 



S.P A I N 



R T O F 

How Film of Spain is Affecting Our 
Countrymen Back in the U. S. 



go into a theatre, see it thrown 
up on the screen, and affect 
the audience in just the way 
you had planned and desired. 

"It's terrific experience to be 
in the theatre when HEART 
OF SPAIN is on People 
around you gasp and sigh at 
intervals; you feel a tightening 
throughout the audience. The 
other day, in the row behind 
me, an old man kept trying to 
muffle his sobs throughout the 
latter half of the picture; but 
the sound came right through 
the hand over his mouth. 

MANY FAINT 

"Almost every day some one 
or other faints at the shock of 
the blood transfusions and the 
cumulative emotion of the film. 
For the first time people are 
seeing a Spanish document that 
makes them participate vividly 
in the horror of fascist invas- 
ion and the heroism of the peo- 
ple’s fight. All of us have used 
every bit of ingenuity to put 
the shots, taken in Spain, into 
the most effective sequence. 
And the result must have some 
of the shock, horror and heroic 
determination that is the actual 



experience of the Spanish peo- 
ple. 

"One day I stood outside the 
theatre and stopped a woman 
of apout the same age and fi 
gure as X. I told her I was one 
of the people who had worked 
on the film and wanted to 
know what her reactions were. 




I then saw that her eyes were 
rend and that she could hardly 
speak. With difficulty she 
said: “I felt it in my heart 
very much... It is terrible and 
also wonderful." The manager 
of the theatre told uk of his 
experience with two other wo- 
men. The first came out of the 
house in a rage, asked for the 
manager, and proceeded to ex- 
plode that this was a commu- 
nist picture: what the hell is 
this theatre becoming anyhow, 
she fumed, a communist hou- 
se? ...But immediately after- 



ward, a woman whom he des 
cribed as an "aristocratic type" 
asked for the manager; this 
one proceeded to explode that 
this was one of the finest films 
she had ever seen, that every 
American ought to see it. Anu 
when he told her that another 
woman had just complained 
that HEART OF SPAIN was 
communistic, she said that 
that was nonsense. It was the 
truth. And the management 
ought to get the best writer in 
America to write about the pic- 
ture, so that every American 
would want to see it. 

"One of the most interesting 
experiences I had was in con- 
nection with the fainting of a 
young actor who sat beside me. 
About halfway through the 
film, he started to waver a lit- 
tle, turn away, turn back to 
the screen. Finally he slid by 
me, and sat down again in the 
back of the house. At the end 
of the picture he went back 
into the lobby for water, where 
the usher saw him sagging and 
helped him up to the office. I 
came up later and saw him 
sprawled out on a couch. He 
was given smelling salts and 
spirits of ammonia and finally 
came to. The first words he 
said were: "I’m going to send 
all my friends to see this pic- 
ture”. Which I was rather sur- 

; Continued on page 6.) 



CONGRESSMEN VISIT SPAIN 



the cause of miners, railroad, 
steel and farm workers, is a 
leader of the Democratic-Pro- 
gressive group in the House of 
Representative. He was one of 
the few Representatives who 
fought tooth and nail against 
the so-called "Neutrality Law". 
At the same time he figured 
among the Legislative Delegat- 
ion which visited Secretary of 
State Hull to protest the poli- 
tical neutrality of ‘the U. S. Go- 
vernment. In addition, he was 
orie of the four signers of the 
widely-publicised letter that 
was sent to Secretary Hull fa- 
vo'ing Loyal Spain. At a great 
mass meeting, held in New 
York City on July 19, in cele- 



bration of the first anniversa- 
ry of the Spanish War, O’Con- 
nell presided and delivered a 
speech for -the loyal Spanish 
people that resounded around 
the world. Son of a miner who 
was killed In an accident whi- 
le working in a copper mine 
belonging to the Anaconda 
Copper Corporation, he also be- 
came a miner at an early age. 
After many saricfices he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining his la- 
wyer’s degree. 

Bernard has carried on an 
intensive campaign among mi- 
ne, factory, and steel mill wor- 
kers' organizations of the Uni- 
ted States in favor of Loyalist 



Spain. His pro-labor actions la 
the House of Representative 
have gained for him an envia* 
ble reputation. He was on* of 
the 28 Representatives who de- 
fended the call for an embargo 
of commodities against Ital> 
Germany and Portugal. He L 
a man of considerable culture, 
and a veteran of the World 
War. 

O'Connell and Bernard will 
visit the fronts, and will be 
guests of honor in special af- 
fairs arranged for them by the 
Government in Valencia, Ma- 
drid and Barcelona. Trade 
Union and political organizat- 
ions are also making special 
preparations in their honor. 
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Dr. Negrin Clarifies Status of the International Brigades 



On the evening of Sunday, 
October 10th, Dr. Negrin made 
the following statement on be- 
half of the Spanish Govern- 
ment to a meeting of foreign 
Journalists: 

— I have taken the liberty of 
asking you to be present here 
In order to make certain cor- 
rections arising from Signor 
Mussolini’s note, the inaccura- 
cies of which are a proof of the 
confusion of the Italian Go- 
vernment when replying to the 
communique of the Govern- 
ments of France and tho Uni- 
ted Kingdom. 

THE SPANISH I. B. 

The Italian document states 
that our representatives at Ge- 
neva expressed our Govern- 
ment's opposition to the with- 
drawal of the volunteers who 
are fighting in the Republican 
ranks. This assertion is un- 
true. The statement made by 
Sr. AzcArate, which our Go- 
vernment supports in Its enti- 
rety, was as follows: 

"Reference has been made, 
and I do not want to pass this 
oveb in silence, to the existence 
| 0 # the International Brigade 
about which there is constant 
talk in the press. Very well. 
Allow me to draw a clear dis- 
tinction, or rather to repeat a 
clear distinction which has 
been drawn on different occa- 
sions by the Spanish delega- 
tion: what is known as the In- 
ternational Brigade is formed 
by foreigners who have come 
to Spain to defend an ideal. 
But the International Brigade, 
as a body, as an entity, is ab- 
solutely Spanish and is absolu- 
tely subordinate to the Govern- 
ment of the Republic." 

WITHDRAWAL OF FORE- 
IGNERS 

As you see, Sr. Azcfirate 
only wished to point out that 
those who form part of the Re- 
publican Army as volunteers 
are, in actual fact, volunteers 
because they joined the Army 
voluntarily, inspired by an 
ideal, whereas the German and 
Italian forces are not volun- 
teers, because they came to 
Spain involuntarily and are 
in regular Corps of occupa- 
t km. Consequently the Repu- 




Dr. JUAN NECIUN 

limri of Ihr Spanish Republicau Go- 
vernment. 

blican volunteer forces can 
be withdrawn from our coun- 
try when the Government sees, 
fit, and this will be the 
case on the day when we are 
certain of reciprocity. Those of 
you who have spent some time 
in our country already, know 
that the international forces 
have a percentage of foreigners 
wdiich is lower in many cases 
than the percentage of Spa- 
niards enrolled in their units. 
The Government does not see 
the least obstacle in arranging 
for the departure of these fo- 
reigners fron Spain. The same 
cannot be said of the rebel 
Junta which will come up 
against wills greater than its 
own. But furthermore the Go- 
vernment of the Republic, in its 
note of March 4th, declared 
solemnly: While considering 

that it is not possible to esta- 
blish equality between those 
who, convinced of the justice 
uf the Republican cause, come 
of their own free will to fight 
under oui banners, defending 
at the .same time the freedom 
and peace of Europe, and those 
who, belonging to military 
units of the totalitarian states, 
were sent, obeying definite or- 
ders from their .respective Go- 
vernments. to uphold the mili- 
tary rebellion by armed force, 
the Government of the Repu- 
blic received resolutely the idea 
of re-embarking all the foreig- 
ners who are participating in 



the present struggle on the 
side of tho Government and 
the side of the rebels, an idea 
to which the Foreign Ministers 
of France and the United 
Kingdom were clearly .referr- 
ing in Uieir latest speeches at 
the French Senate and tho 
House of Commons.” 

JUMBLING OF TEXTS 

To sum up, the Government 
of the Republic believes that it 
has shown that it does not pla- 
ce the least difficulty in the 
way of eliminating the factor 
of the foreigners participating 
in our struggle. On the other 
hand Signor Mussolini has re- 
course to a vulgar jumbling of 
texts to cover up a new at- 
tempt to secure a delay allow- 
ing him to continue attacking 
our people. The Spanish Go- 
vernment has grounds for de- 
nouncing the fact that Italy is 
preparing a new determined 
attack, for which she has been 
accumulating war material and 
men. Signor Mussolini was 
certainly relying on this offen- 
sive to give him such advanta- 
ges as would enable him to 
continue his tortuous interna- 
tional game. In face of this po- 
licy of evasions and delays, the 
Government of the Republic 
wants to warn world opinion 
that efforts are being made to 
give the Spanish conflict a 
chronic and highly dangerous 
character. The war continues 
to make havoc in our country: 
but we have accustomed our- 
selves to sacrifice and we are 
resolved to conquer, happen 



what may, Believe me, more- 
over, when I say that the Go- 
vernment is more concerned 
by the consequences of our 
struggle abroad than with the 
struggle inside Spain. If the 



campaign is prolonged it will 
lead to world war, and thi3 
fearful problem weighs heavy 
on our minds. 

TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTEERS 

Lastly, the Government of 
the Republic categorically re- 
futes the fallacious interpreta- 
tion of the statements of our 
representatives at Geneva and 
declares itself ready to remove 
the foreigners from its Army; 
but only in exchange for a 
strict reciprocity. 

I do not want to neglect this 
opportunity of paying a tribute 
to the men who came to our 
country inspired with a gene- 
rous ideal of psace. Their beha- 
viour contrasts with that of the 
agressor army corps which 
have come to taks up strategic 
positions with a. view to agres- 
sion on a gigantic scale in the 
near future. 

The Government of the Re- 
public will keep a deep sense 
of gratitude for the help of 
these brave men, many of 
whom have lost their lives for 
our liberty and for the liberty 
of Europe, and many of whom 
will always be invalids or crip- 
ples as a result of their part in 
the fight against the common 
-aggressor. 

This will give you an idea 
that when the Spanish Govern- 
ment declares that it has been, 
and still is disposed to proceed 
to the withdrawal of the non- 
Spanish combattants who are 
at its side, the Government is 
in a position to be able to carry 



out this withdrawal immedia- 
tely -always providing that the 
principle of reciprocity is gua- 
ranteed— and carries its res- 
pect for loyalty to the point of 
making the greatest sacrifice. 
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House of Culture 

'Continued IVrni ■'!■) 

such an important part of tho 
cultural work earned on among 
the men in camp and at the 
Front. The Alianza now has its 
own publishing activates, too, 
and has edited and printed a 
number of books, including a 
concise historical record of the 
war called THE GENERAL 
CHRONICAL OF THE CIVIL 
YVAR, and also a new and va- 
luable anthology, POETS IN 
LOYALIST SPAIN. There arc 
now in preparation two volu- 
mes of short stones about the 
war, one to include the work 
of Spanish writers, the other 
the work cf foreign writers fa- 
miliar with democratic Spain, 
such as Gustav Kegler, Ajidi’6 
Malraux amd Kisch. In Valen- 
cia, a new mid beutiful maga- 
zine, HORA DE ESPAfS'A, has 
many Alianza members on its 
editorial board. 

WRITERS’ CONGRESS 

Hut. from every standpoint, 
mic of the most important 
achievements of the Alianza in 
recent months has been the 
bringing’ to Spain last July of 
Ihe Second International Wri- 
ters Congress which held ses- 
sions in Madrid. Valencia, and 
Barcelona, all cities within the 
range of Franco’s shell fire or 
the bombs of Fascist aviation. 
This Congress, certainly of 
great historic importance, bro- 
ught together more than a 
hundred men and women of let- 
ters from all over the world, 
of all races and colors, meeting 
at the very front line trenches 
for the defense of world culture 
and the preservation of the in- 
tegrity of the arts against Fas- 



20 th birthday of 

U. S. S. R. 

l .iM, i i n ucl |Vm;i 1!,' 

Great Britain against the in- 
i ei ventionists, are hut meager 
Jesuits achieved by the insis- 
tence of the Soviet Union that 
e. 11 democratic forces unite 
;t gainst these foiees of our 
common enemy the fascist in- 
cendiaries. 

ALL SPAIN GREETS USSR 

Today, on the occasion ot 
the twentieth anniversary of 
i he existence of the Soviet 



cist aggression. These men and 
women who came to Madrid, 
many of them of world fame, 
are of those who d& not wash 
to write books to be burned in 
public squares by international 
gangsters, or blown to bits on 
library shelves by bombs from 
the air, or censored until all 
their meaning is drained away. 
And so they came together in 
Spain, famous and busy peo- 
ple. to show' their solidarity 
with, and their faith in the 
Spanish workers and intellec- 
tuals who are now battling 
against those forces that would 
kill all culture and send the 
humun race back to the dark 
ages. 

CENTER FOR ALL ART 

The Alliance of Anti-Fascist 
Intellectuals is Madrid's center 
for such men and women. Tt is 
a center for every writer and 
artist who opposes the return 
to barbarism. It is a place whe- 
re creative miracles continually' 
happen. It is a place where 
now, today, art becomes life and^ 
life is art. and there is no lon- 
ger any need of a brigde bet- 
ween the artist and the people 
— for the thing created beco- 
mes immediately a part of tho- 
se for wI\om, and from whom, 
It was created. The poem, the 
picture, the song is only water 
drawn from the well of the peo- 
ple and given back to them in 
a cup of beauty so that they 
may drink — and in dringing, 
understand themselves. 

That is art today in Loyalist 
Spain. And that is the function 
of Madrid’s Alianza, the Alian- 
za de Intelcctualos Antifascis- 
tas, 

LANGSTON HUGHES 



Union, the people of the world 
have cause for regicing. The 
soldiers of the International 
Brigades know how our strug- 
gle for liberty here has been 
made easier by the aid of Un- 
people of the U. S. S. R. We, 
together with the Spanish peo- 
ple, and its Peoples Front go- 
vernment, are glad and proud 
of the part played by the So- 
viet Union in helping us to de- 
feat the forces of Franco and 
his foreign masters ana on this 
occasion hail the great peo- 
ple of the U. S. S. R. We hail 
tho great leader of the Soviet 
people, under whose direction 



the Soviet Union is marching 
to greater triumphs — Comra- 
de Stalin. We know that the 
Soviet Union will continue to 
be the beacon-light to the peo- 
ple of the world in their fight 
for peace and freedom. 



Spain’s Minerals 

(Continued from poi:^ 1.) 
because for a long time pro- 
duction of this metal has been 
in a state of decadency owing 
to the exhaustion of the large 
mines and owing to the fact 
that during the past 30 years 
scarcely no new deposits of im- 
portance have been discove- 
red. The low price of lead on 
the international market has 
been a further cause of the 
restriction of lead production 
during the past decade. Ap- 
proximately 80 */< of the pro- 
duction of lead ore is In lo- 
yalist territory. 

ZINC 

By fa.r the most important 
zinc deposit in Spain is that of 
Rcocim in the province of San- 
tander, which produces 90 % 
of the total output of the na- 
tion. 

SULPHUR 

Sulphur is one of those mi- 
nerals of which the production 
has increased during the past 
few years. This is due, not to 
am increase in the exploitation 
of the sulphur deposits, but to 
the fact that methods have 
been applied which permit one 
to obtain sulphur as a by-pro- 
duct of the exploitation of py- 
rites. 

MERCURY 

In Almaden Spain possesses 
the greatest mercury mine in 
the world, not only in reserves, 
but also in the high content of 
the ore by virtue of which no 
other mines can successfully 
compete with it. The total pro- 
duction of mercury in 1934 was 
over L000 tons. 

OTHER MINERALS 

There are also small depo- 
sits of the following minerals 
in various parts of Spain 
gold, phosphorite, manganese, 
tripoli. wolfram, asphalt, bis- 
muth, tin. 

To sum up it may be said 
that, apart from the plains of 
Cast) lie and the land along the 



Eastern coast, there is prac- 
tically no region of Spain which 
docs not contain profitable mi- 
nerals in its subsoil. 

One can, however, establish 
a distinction between the high- 
priced metals such as lead, cop- 
per and mercury, which are 
found principally in the Sou- 
thern part of the peninsula, 
and iron, the greatest reserves 
of which are in the North West, 
where fortunately for the in- 
dustrial future of Spain the 
most important coal basins are 
also situated. 

Apart from these there are 
two minerals whose value is so 
great that they can serye as 
the basis for the economic re- 
construction of Spain — the fc- 
rro-copper pyrites of Huelva 
and the potassium salts of the 
.region extending from Catalo- 
nia to Navarre. 

W. W. A. 



Heart of Spain 

(Confirmed from |»a*c 4.) 

prised at. He then told us that 
he had once experienced the 
breaking of an hypodermic 
needle in- his arm, and that 
was what set him off. He was 
due for a reading at a thea- 
trical office; he thought he had 
a good chance of getting a 
part — never had appeared on 
Broadway before. He was still 
quite shaky, so I accompanied 
him downtown, feeling a little 
guilty because h^ might lose 
his opportunity. But he assured 
me that he felt alright, and 
that ho would even read bettor 
because of the shook.. 

"On the way down, he told 
me. entirely unsolicited, that he 
had gone to college and dra- 
matic school and that "this 
kind of thing" had always see- 
med so far from him, so dis- 
tant, so remote. Spain had ne- 
ver seemed a part of his life. 

"Yes, this picture seems to- 
havc the impact that can start 
a "change” in people. It is so 
important, therefore, that it go 
all over the country. You'll see 
by the enclosure that acme of 
ihe Hollywood big-shots are 
sending the picture with two 
ambulances on a tour across 
the country... Pretty soon, I 
hope, a print of the film will 
go to Spain, so you can see 
it too." 

SaJud! 

X. Y. Z. 

1)) ANA fl . Y ) - Larrft. b M«<lrnl 
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AMERICAN CONGRESSMEN PLEDGE TO 
CARRY ON WORK FOR LOYAL SPAIN 



Two distinguished United 
States Congressmen, visiting 
in Spain. Jerry O'Connell, Mon- 
tana Democrat, p.nd John T. 
Bernard of the Minnesota Far- 
mer-Labor Party in speaking 
over Station EAR In Madrid 
Oct. "22nd, pledged to carry on 
even a more vigorous campaign 
for the, cause of the, leva! 
Spanish people when they get 
back home. 

“Wherever we have gone", 
O’Connell said, “the story has 
been the same. The Spanish 
people nave shown a spirit and 
determination that is absolu- 
tely unbeatable. Tn visiting the 
front on the University City 
sector, wc saw the famous 
street barricades that were 
erected in the early days of 
the war. They arc an example 
of the superhuman effort of 
which the Spanish people are 
capable. The barricades are 
sturdy walls of cement and 
brick. On seeing them, I 
thought they had been built 
over a period of months, not 
only because there are so many 
of them but. lx cause they are 
all splendid jobs of heavy ma- 
sonry. The f is. however, 
that they were all built within 
a period of twenty-four hours. 

J still do not see how that, was 
humanly possible. " 

O'Connell oonlinixd. "It is 
precisely this superhuman zeal 
of the Spanish people that ex- 
plains why the Rebels and 
Fascist invaders have never 
taken Madrid and, in my opi- 
nion, never will. They have had 
an admitted superiority in arms 
and aviation, which the Span- 



Bernard and O'Connell Speak on Madrid 
Radio to America; Impressed by Spanish 
People's Fight Against Big Odds. 



sons. That is the only way 
that liberty and democracy, 
not only here in Spain, hut 
throughout the world can be 
protected.” 




JOHN T, BERNARD 
Minnesota Farmcr-L*borite 



ish Republic has been unable 
to purchase because of the so- 
called non- intervention agree- 
ment. They have even had an 
army of nearly 200 000 Italians 
to help thorn. But this supe- 
riority in material strength 
could .never equal l ho great 
courag. of the Spanish people. 
I fully realize that these ob- 
servations have b»:cn made be- 
fore by w^ny others. However, 
eyeing an. I experiencing Ma- 
drid i'i ro impressive that it 
in rl if ticu It to talk of anything 
else. It brings honx, as nothing 
else does, how cruelly betrayed 
Spanish Democracy has been 
by the other democratic coun- 
tries. It brings homo, too, the 
urgent need for changing the 
cause of that betrayal- the so- 
called non-intervention policy 
of the democratic countries. 

“Jl r; n-'w obvious that this 




JLRIIY O’CONNELL 
Democrat from the Slate of Montana 



policy has done but one thing. 
It has permitted Fascist Ger- 
many and Italy to send unli- 
mited quantities of arms, am- 
munitions, aviation and even 
whole brigades to crush liber- 
ty and democracy in Spain. 
After seeing the situation at 
first hand .1. for one, do not 
believe that this one-sided kind 
nf non-intervention can bn per- 
mitted in continue. It is an 
open invitation t<» the Fascist 
.aggressors to pi-ovok^ so-called 
r i v i ) wars a r.d t he n. mo vc i n 
with their armed battalions 'to 
can-y Fascism throughout the 
world.” 

O’Connell fmichrFd by say- 
ing. ”K is time for the de- 
mocracies. if they arc to safe- 
guard the liberty and indepen- 
dence of their people, to exert 
rwry legal and economic ef- 
fort to stop the Fascist aggrc u 



FEARS WORLD WAR 

Congressman Bernard told 
his radio listeners how impres- 
sed he was in seeing soldiers 
spending their spare time 
looming to read and write. . 
“There are actually schools in 
the front line trenches’', Ix 
said. 

‘‘We hH.vp also seen children 
happy n [ work and play in iww 
schools, *of which there is still^ 
a great shortage. The new 
schools are admirable and com- 
pare most favorably with any- 
thing I have scon in the Uni- 
ted States.’’ 

Speaking of the rights de- 
nied to the Republic by world 
powers, he added, "...wc since- 
rely hope that those democra- 
tic nations that have thus far 
refused to accord the legally 
and democratically elected Go- 
vernment the right to purchase 
arins and ammunition will 
rmli'x that .■■udi a policy di- 
rectly aids fin - * Sgg for* 
CON. 

*■ 'Continued fa,' lure \ o grant 
the Spanish Rr public it," pro- 
per rip his will, at fear, has- 
ten 1!>' rnrnitig a m j w world 
war with *11 its consequent 
dangers l*> liberty and demo- 
cracy, as Preside nt Rongevolt 
:;o well pointed out in his Chi- 
rsgo speech. 
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BILL LAWRENCE, IN FAREWELL TO AMERICANS IN 
SPAIN, INTRODUCES COMMISSAR JOHN GATES 



THE RECORD OF JOHN GATES 
AT THE FRONT, AS DESCRIBED 
BY HIS BRIGADE COMMANDER 



86 BRIG ADA MIXTA — MANDO 

The adjutant Political Commissar of the 86th Bri- 
gade, Comrade JOHN GATES, was one of the organi- 
zers of the 20 th International Battalion that left the 
Base at Madrlgueras on March 20, 1987. 

Named Political Commissar of the 2nd Company 
(Anglo-American Company), he was the political and 
organizational spirit of the Company which in all of 
the battles engaged In at the Pozoblanco front demons- 
trated great fighting courage and a truly antifascist 
spirit. The good work of Comrade GATES Inculcated 
a high morale In the men. 

In the Company’s difficult moments, he was given 
a special mission by the Military Command that he 
accomplished with brilliant capacity and a genuine spi- 
rit of sacrifice. 

Subsequently, he exerted all of his energies in main- 
taining the antifascist and fighting spirit of the 20th 
International Battalion which found itself hi difficult 
situations. 

He took a leading part In the reconstruction and re- 
organization of the Battalion after suffering heavy los- 
ses in the many battles It engaged In. As a special 
honor he was proposed as Brigade Political Commissar. 
While waiting for tjie official appointment, he was 
designated Adjutant Political Commissar. 

.Vll of the missions that were Imposed upon him were 
satisfactorily harried out. He has gained a high 
reputation of not only among all of the constituents 
of the 20th Battalion, but also in Brigade Headquar- 
ters and In the Brigade itself. 

His transfer to more important work is felt very 
keenly by the Brigade because we lose in JOHN GA- 
TES, a true comrade and an excellent Political Com- 
missar in every aspect. 

Brigade Headquarters, Valsequillo, October 19, 1987. 

Commander of the Brigade, Acting 
Commander of the Sector (Signed). 

Lt. Colonel MORANDI, 86 Brigade. 



BUI Lawrence, popular and 
hardworking American Politi- 
cal Commissar of the Interna- 
tional Brigades Base, has left 
Spain after a long period of 
unstinting and fruitful activity 
to take up important work el- 
sewhere. 

His place will bo taken by 
.Mm Gates, who has spent mo- 
re than a half year on the 
Cordoba front, as Adjutant Po- 
litical Commissar of the 86th 
Brigade. C mrade Gates, who 
arrived in Spain early in Fe- 
bruary. reached the Cordoba 
front on April 1 . There he was 
successively a company com- 
missar, then Political Commis- 
sar of the 20th Battalion, and 
finally the acting Commissar 
of the entire Brigade. A state- 
ment on his activities by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Morandi, Com- 
mander of the 86t.h Brigade, is 
printed c Lew here in this issue. 

MESSAGE TO MEN 

lit making his dcparLnre 
Mown. Comrade Lawrence left 
the following message to Iho 
American comrades in every 
J. B. unit in Spain: 

"T an sorry that I could not 
s::y goodbye in person to all of 
the men with whom 1 have had 
occasion to speak during the 
many months we have been 
here together. To do this would 
li .* mo meant my remaining he- 




re for at least another month, 
going from one unit to ano- 
ther. Unfortunately this was 
impossible, as you will easily 
understand. 

‘Tn leaving I have many 
things to say — but you alrea- 
dy know what they are. All of 
us - all of us who have done 
what we came here to do, all 
of us who have held down our 
various jobs a nd held them 
down well --- will knew that 
few words arc needed. So I 
will skip the speeches and ma- 
ke this farewell short and to 
the point. 

OLiK RECORD HERE 

"The Americans have been 
here for almost a year. In that 
time we have earned the praise 
and the respect not only of the 
Spanish people, but of the Peo- 
ple’s Army uf Spain and its 
tireless leaders. We have work- 
ed with all of the nationalities 
which compose the Internatio- 
nal Brigades, and the best tes- 
timony to our value here is 
that which reflects well not 
only on us, but on the job which 
all of us have done here — the 
fact that after 16 months of 
war Republican Spain and its 
organized army are -pushing 
the fight against the enemy in 
a manner that would have been 
impossible a half year ago. We, 
as one small part of the Peo- 
ples' Army, should be proud 
of this fact; wc should be mo- 
re than ever determined to con- 
tinue the fight to its only lo- 
gieal conclusion --- victory for 
democratic Spain. 

CAKRV on: 

"ff we cany on as v/e have 
di-jio in the past, improving 
slowly but surely in all of our 
woik. 1 will be more than sa- 



tisfied. And so. I am sure, will 
we all bo. My leaving at, this 
moment was a necessary thing, 
and it will cause no break in 
the work here - - my successor 
could not have been better cho- 
sen than Comrade John Gates, 
fresh from almost seven months 
in the lines. 

"If you give him the coope- 
ration which you have given 
me, I shall be more than sa- 
tisfied: and I believe, will 



Comrade Gatos. But he will 
soon see you and speak to you 
for himaelf. 

"Carry on just as you have 
carried on, improving always, 
together with our British and 
Canadian comrades, as well as 
with all our otlfer nationalities 
in the I. B., and with our Span- 
ish fellow^fighters. 

“Salud, comradee!” 

BILL LAWRENCE 
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TO THE BRITISH BATTALION 



A Message from Bill Paynter 
On His Departure from Spain 



Dear 

A ftfw days ago I travelled 
to Uie front at Quinto in order 
to explain to the Battalion the 
reasons for my recall to En- 
gland. Although we succeeded 
in getting to the trenches it 
was not possible in the cir- 
cumstances to talk with all the 
comrades either collectively or 
Individually. However we were 
able to discuss the position 
with leading comrades and ex- 
plain to them. 

The fact is that in a few 
weeks time there is to be the 
bi-annual election of the South 




Wales Miners Executive, and 
it is considered necessary that 
I return in time far the elec- 
tion. My stay and work here 
in Spain has been made possi- 
ble by the consent and appro- 
val given by the Bteeeutlve of 
which I am a member. 

It is understood that the 
South Wales Minere’ Federa- 
tion is now undoubtedly one of 
the most powerful forces within 
the Labour Movement in Bri- 
tain In the fight for Unity and 
Aid for Spain. This being so it 
is very necessary that those 
who fight for such a policy be 
again returned to its Executi- 
ve Council. I therefore trust 
that my departure to England 
for this purpose will meet with 
your whole hearted approval. 

I came to work in Spain last 
April and since that time there 
have been very big changes 
partlculary within our Batta- 
lion. There is no doubt but that 
the Battalion went through so- 
me of its most difficult ticres 
during these months. The pro- 
blems we have had to overco- 
me have for us very important 
lessons and too much cannot be 
said of them. 

I would therefore like to 
draw attention to some mat- 
ters that have been of conside- 



rable Importance in these 
months. 

There have been difficulties 
which are natural in the forma- 
tion of an army such as ours. 
Obviously in an army that Is 
being forged in the actual pro- 
cess of struggle, unavoidable 
organisational weaknesses ari- 
se. They arise because not only 
are we building a new army 
but we are also building an ar- 
my of an entirely new charac- 
ter, one which is an expression 
of the will of the people them- 
selves. 

The goal is a conscious goal 
and the army is th. weapon 
with which it will be attained. 
There must be no false concep- 
tions about the rote of the ur- 
my, there must be no false con- 
ceptions about the duty and 
the responsibilities of every 
soldier. in its ranks. 

In the political commissariat 
the comrades have an organi- 
sation through which criticism 
and suggestions may be made 
and in this way there exists 
the means whereby the comra- 
des can give expression to 
their problems. 

PEOPLE'S ARMY DIFFE- 
RENT 

These are the two main 
points in which the Spanish 
People’s Army differs from an 
imperialist army. First, the aim 
is one which expresses the will 
of the people; second, the sol- 
diers within its rank have the 
possibility of organised discus- 
sion on the problems which 
concern them. 

In little else does it differ 
from an imperialist army. The 
People's Army must be disci- 
plined and efficient. Commands, 
no matter how difficult at ti- 
mes it may be to carry them 
out, must be promptly obeyed 
and without question. Discipli- 
ne must be strengthened and 
there must be a political under- 
standing of the reasons why 
absolute obedience to the Com- 
manders is a vital necessity for 
victory. 

During this period we have 
lost several of our most devo- 



ted and heroic comrades. Men 
like Bill Meredith, Charlie 
Goodfellow, Bob Elliot and 
others whose tireless energies 
have given our British Batta- 
lion the proud record it now 
holds. Their names are synony- 
mous with ht-roism and self- 
sacrifice as undying as Lhe pre- 
stige and record of British Vo- 
lunteers in Spain. 

With their example as the 
guide our Battalion cannot go 
far wrong. It will be discipli- 
ned with that self discipline 
that was theirs; it will he loyal 
with a devotion that even death 
cannot ueuroy; it will he cuu- 
tugeous but not foolhardy, and 
cautious but not cowardly; in 
a word it will be a Battalion 



worthy of the principles and 
aim* of the Popular Army. 

The Government force* are 
now on the offensive and this 
in itself bears witness to the 
tremendous growth and deve- 
.opment of the Popular Army. 
We cannot pay too high a tri- 
bute to the people of Spain and 
Hv Popular Front Government, 
when we remember that this 
powerful army has been forged 
even while, with immense han- 
dicaps, the Fascists were being 
kept at hay. Only the profound 
faith and determination of a 
democratic people in the call- 
er they were lighting could 
haw accomplished this. Such 
an example should sharpen our 
intelligence and better equip us 
to par:icipate in the progressi- 
ve movements of our own coun- 
tries. 

This experience should give 



CuuOuiimI on H ) 
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AN OLD, 

The AngU.-French lion, which 
at the Nyosi Conference aiul in 
some subsequent roarings show- 
ed signs of an unaccustomed 
vigour, has since had a sad re- 
lapse. The ln-ast was metamor- 
phosed into a crab and scuttl- 
ed back into t he c re vices of 
the Non-Intervention Commit- 
tee. The old trouble began as 
soon as Frame and Britain be- 
gan to make concessions to 
Mussolini utter Nyon. We al- 
ready know too well the sort 
of fruit that grows on this tree 
of "conciliation” • ■ increased 
Italian intervention in Spain. 
This was accompanied by an 
ominous rattling of the Roman 
sword in the international scab- 
bard: the sending of more Ita- 
lian troops to Libya as a frien- 
dly reminder to Britain that 
she has interests in Egypt; 
Mussolini's blatant solidarity 
with Japan; the announcement 
that Italy will not participate 
in conversations, meetings or 
conferences without tire pre- 
sence of, or a formal invitation 
to the third member of the 
triumvirate against humanity; 
the Berlin prophecy that "The 
Europe of tomorrow will be 
fascist" — the prophet has 
doubtless inherited his gifts 
from a gentleman who was 
going to enter Madrid on a 
white horse many months ago 
— and the Berlin threat: “When 
words do not suffice it is ne- 
cessary to resort to arms." 

The result of it all is that 
the Non-Intervention Commit- 



OLD STORY 

tee is meeting once again. Ap- 
parently it has not been consi- 
dered necessary to re-christen 
40,000 troops in Spain — -having 
in actual fact qpnsiderably mo- 
re than twice that number — 
and although the problem of 
■<x re-christening would provide 
a magnificent . field of action 
for a new sub-sub-cominittee. 

It is early to forecast the re- 
sults of this meeting. Italy and 
Germany arc still bargaining 
with the withdrawal of foreign 
troops as a weapon to secure 
belligerent rights for the ‘‘Ge- 
neralissimo’' As usual one voi- 
ce has spoken and will speak 
firmly und dearly against the 
manoeuvres anti thi'eats of the 
fascists and the waverings and 
concessions of the democracies 
— the voice of the represen- 
tative of the U. S. 53. R. Ono 
thing i9 clear — so long as 
Britain and France fail to take 
a firm stand against the ag- 
gressors, so long as they allow 
international law and the rights 
of the Spanish Republic and 
the Chinese people to be trampl- 
ed underfoot in the .name of 
a "peace" which is no peace 
and only a delay while the fa- 
scist pack is gathering for the: 
kill, so long will the shadow 
of war hang over Europe and 
the world. 

But the waverings cannot last 
forever. The Governments of 
France and Britain have to rec- 
kon with the people, and the 
people of France and Britain 
want to live in a world of pea- 




ce and progress, not In a vast 
powder magazine. Horror and 
anger at the criminal barba- 
rism of the fascist attack on 
Spain and China Is sinking de- 
ep into their hearts, and the 
Edens and Co. will not always 
be able to hide in sub-commit- 
tees. 

In his speech on October 5th 
the President of the United 



States said: "The peace, the 
freedom and the security of 
90 r /c of the .population of the. 
world is being Jeopardised by 
the remaining 10 91 who are 
threatening a breakdown of all 
international order and law, su- 
rely the 90 91 ... can arfti must 
find some way to make their 
will prevail." 

A. E. 



THE DEATHS OF COMRADES 
FRY AND WHALLEY 

The British Battalion has again suffered the loss of 
some of its finest, comrades in the dt\ith of Harold Fry , 
Battalion Commander and Erie W faille y, Battalion Po- 
Utical Commissar. 

Both comrades were killed on October 13th, leading 
the Battalion in oof ion at Fuentes de Ebro. In the same 
action we also lost another very good comrade, Bevyeant 
fiobinson. 

Harold Fry had a consistent and interesting revolu- 
tionary record. He was a member of the Communist 
Party since 1933 and also a member of the Edinburgh 
Branch 9 of the National Boot apd Shoe Opemtives. He 
first cume to Spain in Deceynber 1936 and was appointed 
Lieutenant in command of the Machine Gun Company. 
He lean captured by the fascists together with 28 of 
ki* men at Jarama on February 13th. The trench they 
occupied was cut off by the Moors who used the subt- 
erfuge of singing the "Internal iorutr and advancing to 
our lines with the red front salute giving the imprrs.-mm 
that they were coming oven' to our side. 

The captured comrades were retained m rebel tcrii- 
tory until the end of May , their lives being saved by a 
Oennan officer who recognised the value of British pri- 
soners as hostages. Despite that all the comrades were 
tried and Fry icos sentenced to death > ^he hud being 
conducted at Talarera in Spanish without an interpreted'. 
The local officials refused to accept the responsibility 
for signing the death warrant atid it u>as sent to Franco 
for ratification. The sentences were never ca fried out 
and comrade Fry and twenty three others were even- 
tually exchanged for fascist prisoners in the Government 
territory and they returned to Britain on May 23 th. 

After a brief propaganda tour comrade Fry retwyicd 
to Spain in August. He became the commander of the 
British Battalion after the Belchite offensive. His death 
has robbed the Battalion of an excellent military com- 
mander and of a comrade whose wl;ole life had been 
dci'otcd to the anti-fascist struggle. 

Etic Wh alley, was a comrade who in the shoit time 
ho was here had sh-oivn excellent ■ possibilities as a poli- 
tical worker. He became Battalion Commissar at the 
same time as Fry became the Battalion Commander 
and they were an excellent combination for the military, 
political leadership of the Battalion , 

Whatley's previous history in Britain mas of tho samo 
active political character . Prior to becoming the Mans- 
field organiser of the Communist Party he had been a 
very active member of the I. L. P. and had been the 
National Chairman of the Affiliation Committee which 
uas formed in the I. L . P. in order to bring about the 
affiliation of the I . L. P . to the Communist Party. In 
addition to this he was an active propagaTidist and had 
also been prominent in r he Unemployed Movement. For 
tiro years he hud been the Chairman of the Notts and 
Derby District of the National 17 real ployed Workers 
Movement. 

He '.riil be mourned, not only by the comratics ta the- 
British Battalion but also by the Notts and Dei by 
workers wh o knew h im as an active and intelligent 
revolutionary worker. 

A. D. 
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TOWARDS THE UNITED FRONT IN BRITAIN 



The temper of the British 
people has been shown, if any 
showing were needed, by the 
reply it gave to Mosley, the 
vicious little imitator of the 
Rome and Berlin assassins. 

Half a million strong, on 
Sunday, October* Ath, it stop- 
ped his gang of hirelings, ga- 
thered from over Britain, from 
completing the provocative 
march through Bermondsey, 
despite the fierce bludgeonings 
of the police. 

Two nights later, ten thou- 
sand people, drawii from every 
stratum of society, and includ- 
ing even the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, met at the Albert 
Hull and strongly condemned 
the present savagery of Japa- 
nese fascism, calling upon the 
Government to take the lead 
in taking measures to stop it. 

Yet in between these two 
events, signs of the overwhelm- 
ing hatred of the people for 
fascism, the Labour Party Con- 
ference was held at Bourne- 
mouth and deckled by l ,730,000 
votes in 373,000 against the 
formation of a United Anti- 
fascist Front. 

NO DEFEAT 

Does this signify a defeat 
for the progressive forces in 
the Labour Movement? At 
first sight it does, yet without 
minimising the seriousness of 
the position, an examination of 
the results of the Conference 
as a whole show very definite 
advances towards Unity, and 
what is more important, laid 
the basis for further advances 
in the future. 

On the first day of the Con- 
ference, an expected triumph 
was won when the policy of 
certain reactionary elements 
in the Trade Union Movement, 
led by Ernest Bcvin, was de- 
cisively defeated. Bevjn liad 
prepared proposals, which If 
passed would have meant the 
domination of the labour Par- 
ty Executive by the block vote 
of the Trade Unions for ano- 
ther year nt least. Bevln was 
anxious to operate this policy, 
because of the evident desire 
of the constituency Labour 
Parties to elect to the Execu- 
tive certain leaders of the 
“Left". This desire is shown by 



the results of the Executive 
elections immediately after the 
defeat of Bevin’s proposals, 
when a la/rger number of the 
“Left" were chosen than ever 
before. Stafford Cripps and 
Harold Laski, threatened by 
the Executive with expulsion 
for their Unity efforts, were 
chosen as representatives of 
the rank and file, while George 
Strauss came very near to 
election. Others who have 
fought In the past and still are 
fighting for Unity, both in the 
Constituency Section and in 
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(j^jnilur leader of (lie Ifnilfd Front 
movement in Britain 



the Women's Section, were also 
elected. 

This advance was the first 
fruit of the democratisation of 
the Labour Party. 

CAUSES NO DEJECTION 

The defeat of the United- 
Front .motion, by a greater 
majority than the rejection of 
Communist Party affiliation 
last year, has caused no de- 
jection -amongst the fighters 
for Unity because it is borne 
in mind that the Minors’ Fo ■ 
deration, which last year threw 
its weight on t lie side of Uni- 
ty, this year voted against. 
This was due to some doubtful 
measures adopted by the Fe- 
deration leadership at the an- 
nual conference held in July, 
when 259,000 votes were cast 
for Unity and 280,000 against, 
to swing over the small vote 
of the Derbyshire miners 
against Unity. If this had not 
been done, a small majority 



would have been registered for 
Unity, and the 500,000 miners’ 
votes would have brought the 
vote at the Labour Party Con- 
ference up to 800,000. ft is ge- 
nerally acknowledged that the 
vote registered did not tally 
with the real feeling of the 
Conference. 

In reporting on the Confe- 
rence, William Mellor makes 
the following comments. 

HALL PACKED 

“To say that there is no des- 
pondency or sense of defeat in 
the minds of the “Left” is me- 
rely to underline a fact. No one 
who was present at tiie Unity 
meeting in the Bournemouth 
Town Hall on Tuesday night 
could for one moment think 
that the Bournemouth Confe- 
rence was the eclipse of the 
“Left". The Hall was packed 
to capacity. The audience was 
not merely enthusiastic, but 
quietly eonviut-ed of the right- 
ness of the case. And it liste- 
ned to speeches that were wor- 
thy of the occasion. Above ail, 
to a speech from Aneurln Be- 
vin, that not even the enemies 
of the UnRy Campaign could 
forebear to cheer." 

The Bournemouth Conferen- 
ce has opened to those who 
support the Unity Campaign 
opportunities which will not be 
thrown away. Within the La- 
boru Party the fight which the 
Unity Campaign has urged 
upon the rank and file and 
leadership will be strengthened 
and sustained. 

O. <\ G. 




HAROLD LASKI 

|inifrb*ur ttinl ctiMiupiou of uniti-d at- 
tioii among wnrkei*' org*ni/Mllunt 



W.P.A. TEACHERS 
FIRMLY SUPPORT 
LOYALIST SPAIN 

Dear Brother Editor: 

I wish it were possible for 
you to be in our Union hall 
when ' the announcement is 
made that the bundle of "Vol- 
unteers" has arrived. There is 
a rush for them that speaks 
more than a million words can 
of the solidarity felt by our 
members for the cause of the 
Spanish people. The article 
“Trotskyist Traitors" In the 
Sept. 13th issue aroused great 
Interest. For in our Union 
these disciples of Trotzky have 
carried on their disruptive tac- 
tics to the point where mem- 
bership meetings instead of 
being occasions for discussion 
of plans for safeguarding and 
retaining our jobs were turned 
into demogogic haranguing* 
and petty wrong) ings on their 
part. But the members finally 
got wise to them and now they 
tread softly. 

Eagerness to read the “Vol- 
unteer" is not our only display 
of solidarity. We have given 
the following concrete aid: 

1. Fifty-three members went 
over to fight. Some have al- 
ready given their lives. Others 
like. L. L. who has Just been 
made a commander in the I. B. 
still fight on. 

2. Two Thousand Dollars 
has been raised. Part of it i« 
being used to purchase an am- 
bulance In honor of Joe Streis- 
and and we hope to send it in 
the early fall. The rest of the 
money has gone into the cigar- 
ette and comfort fund. 

3. On September 9th, a 
special Spain issue of our Union 
publication was printed. 

4. On Sept. 24 Ui, a Spain 
rally was held at which time 
our inember.-thlp turned out in 
full force. And what a hucccss 
it was. For as one member 
expressed himself, “I felt itke 
packing up and going right 
over there". 

We won’t atop at the above. 
For we have learned that your 
flgnt is our fight too. And until 
Fascism is driven out of Spain 
our activities will not cea#e. 
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THE ART TREASURES OF MADRID 



The front line 'trenches can 
be seen from any tall build- 
ing in Madrid. It takes 16 mi- 
nutes to wsdk from the Hotel 
Victoria in the middle of the 
city to the Casa del Campo, 
and another ten minutes to 
reach the trench that looks 
across 60 feet of sloping, scrub- 




MILITIAMliN carrying url works In u 
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oak field at the earthworks of 
the Moors. Each day the fas- 
cists shell Madrid, and each 
day a few die as a result of 
the shelling. But life in the 
city continues, a iittle more 
tense, a little more difficult, 
yet buoyantly, hopefully. 

Madrileftos are proud of their 
city, proud of its history, proud 
of its art treasures. When air- 
planes first began methodically 
to smash sections of Madrid, 
when shells fitst began to 
slaughter people in the streets, 
Mudrilefto.: thought of Lwt> 

things - barricades, so that 
the fascists could never outer 
Madrid, and protection fm- the 
art treasures of Spain. 

PAINTINGS SALVAGED 

The Junta Central del 
ro Artistico Naeional was for- 
med to save paintings, sculp- 
ture, tine furniture, pottery 
and church ornaments that, 
are the pride of Madrid and 
Spain. Even as tin* untrained 
truop.-i fell back from Toledo 
in the bloody first days u the 
wnr, desperate mm fmmd Li - 
me t'> tv 1 1 : o Ve valuable paint- 



ings' before they evacuated 
towns and to send them to 
Madrid for safe keeping. Peas- 
ants ^nd workers knew that 
all art work must be preser- 
ved for future enjoyment and 
instruction when Spain again 
won peace. 

The commission in charge of 
salvaging artistic works had 
an immense task. Not only 
must paintings and other art 
pieces be stored in safe places, 
but they must first be catalo- 
gued, often cleaned, and then 
carefully packed. 

The work began and has 
been carried on with Madrid 
under siege. The director and 
his staff are all experts, for- 
mer professors of art and of- 
ten artists themselves. The di- 
rector said to us, "Sometimes 
I hunger to return to my own 
painting. But this work is so 
important that now I must 
sacrifice my own work to the 
far larger problem of preserv- 
ing Spanish art.” In the Museo 
Arqueol6gico Naeional, the vast 
exhibition rooms have been 
reinforced with beams to pre- 
vent the ceiling falling if the 
building is hit by a shell. On 
sturdy shelves, almost as wi- 
de and long as the ooms, are 
ranged thousands of valuable 
treasures — furniture and chi- 
na, gilt clocks and row upon 
row of saints, censures, vest- 
ments, crosses, images, all of 
which formerly adorned Catho- 
lic churches. The most valua- 
ble are packed in sand to pre- 
vent shattering. Each object 
is carefully inventoried and 
labelled, even the tiny statuet- 
tes that formerly decorated a 
mantle in some manufacturer’s 
home. And still the treasures 
i)Oi ir in, new books are found 
that mu£t be wrapped and 
orated, peasants ride fifty and 
one hundred kilometers in 
their donkey carts to deliver 
a small article, because "it is 
fioin Hie house of a big land- 
owner who left at the beginn- 
ing of the invasion and it looks 
lo us in our village to hav> i 
value and bea uty, though of 
course we It now nothing of 
these things.’’ 

Madrid is admittedly not a 
safe place for such treasures, 
But it wm.9 impossible In "V i 



cuate all objects simultaneous- 
ly. The immediate problem 
was to move the most famous 
paintings, particularly from 
the Prado and other important 
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collections. Paintings by Ei 
Greco, Titian, Velazquez, Go- 
ya, Tintoretto and many others 
were carefully boxed in fire- 
proofed material, slowly and 
laboriously moved to Valencia. 
Here they were placed in strong 
buildings in which the tempe- 
rature could be carefujly re- 
gulated. For a brief time, so- 
me paintings were stored in 
the vaults of the Bank of 
Spain in Madrid to keep them 
from harm during the bom- 
bardments and until they could 
be taken from the city. The 
damp vaults quickly caused 
mold to attack the paintings. 
The El Grecos and other can- 
vases had to be cleaned — and 



in the cleaning the dirt and 
superimposed varnish disap- 
peared with the mold. Paint- 
ings took on their original 
life and color, as though they 
had been created yesterday. 
The rescue work by experts 
had taught*- the commission 
and art connoisseurs every 
where new values in the paint- 
ings they had so long admired 
and studied. As a result, at 
present before paintings are 
stored, they are carefully clea- 
ned. A legacy of the^war will 
be the complete cataloguing 
of Spanish art, the cleaning 
and revivifying of valuable 
paintings, and the rescuing of 
them from what was often the 
ignorant abuse of private own- 
ers or the clergy. 

In addition, now art treasu- 
res have been discovered, A 
wealthy dilettante had hidden 
a fine painting of the Flemish 
artist, Quentin Massys, in his 
house, for his sole enjoyment 
;and the possible increase in 
market value). Another collec- 
tor had falsely labelled a paint- 
ing by the German, Lucius 
Cranach, as un Albrecht Du- 
rer, and had kept the picture 
in his house where no one could 
see it except his few guests. 
But of even greater signlflcan- 
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BARRICADES near Iho rod of one of Madrid'*^ main st reels 



Formation of Anti-Fascist 
Peoples Front 



ce was the discovery of a lost 
and extremely valuable El Gre- 
co that had hung on the walls 

of a local court house. This 

. • 

small canvas, representing the 
Shepherds Worshipping the 
Christ Child, had been consi- 
dered irreparably lost. It is an 
example of the greatest Span- 
ish painter’s work during El 
Greco’s finest period. 

FASCIST SLANDERS 
CHECKED 

The fascists of course have 
realized that the government’s 
intense campaign to preserve 
the art of Spain Is apt to win 
sympathy from the outside 
world. To offset this sympathy, 
the fascists have spread stories 
that the government sought 
to attract aerial bombardment 
by placing artillery on the roof 
of the Prado; that the govern- 
ment sacked churches and des- 
troyed religious art; that the 
government looted the houses 
of the wealthy who had rleser- 
ted to the fascist lines and 
destroyed the treasures. But 
such propaganda is deliberate- 
ly and demonstratably false. 
It was the fascists who destro- 
yed the valuable collection of 
the Duke of Alba by bomb- 
ing the palace. No artillery 
ever was placed on the Prado 
roof or even neAr it by testi- 
mony of every art lover in 



Alhough the Italian fascists 
have tried to keep it a secret, 
it is calculated that of thos c 
repatriated to their native iand 
from rebel Spain recently, 7,000 
had been wounded; another 
7,000 went home on account of 
Illness, 



Madrid and by written deposi- 
tion of the Prado's director. 
Religious art has been collec- 
ted and stored with special 
care. 

While the struggle for exis- 
tence goes on, the art of Sp un 
is lovingly and meticulously 
guarded. While fascist shells 
daily explode and kill in the 
city streets, the careful, spee- 
dy, intelligent care of .Spanish 
culture has become the prima- 
ry concern of the people who 
are suffering and dying in or- 
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der to preserve their liberty 
and their cultural heritage. The 
struggle behind the lines is no 
less intense, no loss efneient, 
no less important to *Jie repu- 
blican government than the 
struggle to press t' ward mili- 
tary victory. IV M. 



The official figures from 
K'-irm indicate that, until Sep- 
l ember. UVere have been 1,226 
Ttalian fascists killed here. 
The real figures, it is known, 
are considerably higher. 

The Italian people are learn- 
ing the c<>sl of Mussolini’s 
aims. 



A very significant event in 
the course of politics and the 
war is the formation of a ge- 
neral all-embracing Antifascist 
People's Front in Valencia. This 
has been preceded by similar 
set-ups in Aragon, Lerida, and 
Alicante and it is to be ho- 
ped that it will be followed by 
more all over loyal Spain. It 
will bo remembered that not 
long ago an antifascist youth 
alliance was formed to which 
all the youth organizations sub- 
scribed. This is paving the 
way for that complete unity 
of all antifascist forces so ne- 
cessary for winning the war. 

The Antifascist People’s Front 
iii Valencia was formed at a 
meeting o October 7th and ab- 
solutely all parties and organ- 
izations subscribed to its reso- 
lutions to support and coope- 
rate with the Government wi- 
thout reserve and avoid all di- 
visions in its ranks. 

The representatives of the 
syudical organizations and po- 
litical paitics- U. G. T.-C.N.T. 
fthe two big trade unions), 
Syndicalist Party, Communist 
Party, Union Republicans, Va- 
leucian dc Esqucrra and Valcn- 
cianisla de Esquerra (both re- 
gie nalist republican parties), 
Socialist Party, F. A. 7. (Anar- 
chists!. and Left Republican 
Party- ■ with the object of co- 
ordinating their activities for 
the war and social advance- 
ment. met ami agreed upon the 
following : 

1st. To end campaigns on 
ihc part of speakers or tho 
press which might prejudice 
antifascist unity or atUBks on 
syndieal organizations or poli- 
tical parties which compose the 
Popular Antifascist Front. 

2nd. To respect and help 
the work of economic-industrial 
transformation effected by the 
workers and their syndicates 
or collectives, within the rules 
which are fixed for this purpo- 
se by the Government. 

3rd. - To begin a campaign 
on the port of speakers and 
the press to keep up the mora- 
le in the rear and make sure 
that the sufferings of the an- 
tifascist people in consequence 
of the war shall not be a field 



to be profited by the agents 
of Fascism. 

4 th, — To cooperate for the 
greater efficacy of the policy 
of prices and food supplies be- 
gun by the Government. 

5th. — To purify the syndieal 
and political organizations, ex- 
pelling or refusing admission to 
any individual who has not 
thoroughly proved his fidelity 
to the antifascist cause, which 
we are all defending. 

6th. — To encourage the en- 
largement of the People's Ar- 
my, for the exclusive service of 
the antifascist cause. 

7th. — To study the numerical 
proportions of such local .or- 
ganizations as might be formed, 
by a combination of syndieal 
organizations and political par* 
ties, composing the Popular 
Antifascist Front, suggesting 
this proposal to the necessary 
organizations. 

8th. — To cooperate for the 
greater efficacy of the govern- 
ments of the Popular Antifas- 
cist Front, 

In the constitution of tho 
Popular Antifascist Front, wo 
reaffirm our unshakeablc ad- 
herence to the legitimate Go- 
vernment of the Republic, gi- 
ving a fraternal greeting to all 
the comrades who arc fighting 
on the battlifield for the liber- 
ty and independence of Spain, 
as also a terTder remembrance 
for all those fallen for the an- 
tifascist cause. 




-■T» iur. il look* likr the HritbAi Fo- 
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Congressmen Pledge 
Support to Spain 

(Contluu'*d frain |mj;r *■) 

"On our return to the Uni- 
ted State? we shall do every- 
thing' within our power? to in- 
form our congressional collea- 
gues and the American people 
of the urgent necessity for 
granting to the. Spanish people 
the aid they arc Justly entitled 
to by international law. This 
can be done simply by distin- 
guishing between the aggres- 
sor and the victim. To do less 
is not neutrality.'' 

LAUDS REPUBLIC 

"The Spanish Government*, 
he pointed out. is also doing 
marvellous work in the mat- 
ter of preserving art treasures. 
Before coming here, I had read 
many stories about the destruc- 
tion of art works. That some 
art works have bee n destro- 
yed cannot be denied. But cer- 
tainly the Spanish Republic 
was not responsible. It was 
the bombs and shells of the 
Rebels. There is the best pro- 
of, on the contrary, that the 
Government and the Spanish 
people arc doing everything 
possible to protect and preser- 
vo all those art treasuries that 
have not already been destro- 
yed by Rebel bombing. Only 
this afternoon I spent conside- 
rable time going through one of 
the storehouses where the Go- 
vernment is carefully storing 
aud Indexing works of art. He- 
re in the city of Madrid sand- 
bags and other protections ha- 
ve been placed around the sta- 
tues in the public parks to pre- 
vent their destruction by bom- 
bing or shelling. 

"I must say that I have been 
deeply impressed by all this. It 
is an inspiring sight to see an 
heroic people building schools 
and- homes and taking care ol 
its art treasures while fighting 
against a brutal fascist inva- 
sion. I have seen with my own 
eyes that the Spanish Republic 
determined to prevent the des- 
truction of tlie independence 
and democracy of the Spanish 
people by Franco, Hitler and 
Mussolini. And it is so confi- 
dent of winning that it is going 
ahead building a better Spain 
for the day when peace and 
democracy here wiU be once 
again secure." 



TO THE BRITISH 
BATTALION 

iContlnuetl from page .1.) 



DISTINGUISHING 
UNIFORM SIGNS 
FOR COMMISSARS 

■ ■■ ■ "i n • 

For some time 1 he r e have 
been Commissars wlm have 
been wearing insignia as Com- 
missar? of War which do not 
correspond to those fixed by 
the Government. 

In all circumstances anti at 
all times our Commissars 
should be an example of dis- 
cipline. They should neither 
wear nor allow others to wear 




insignia distinct from those 
recognized by the Government. 

These insignia, arc the fol- 
lowing: 

A live-pointed star in a cir- 
cle, as the distinguishing mark 
of a Commissar. Under this 
should be worn: 

A red stripe for a Company 
Commissar. 

Two red stripes for a Ratal - 
ion Commissar. 

Three rod stripes for a Bri- 
gade Commissar. 

One gold stripe for a Divis- 
ion Commissar. 

GALLO 

Commi?j»r-Inflpocfor of the 
international Brigade?. 



us confidence for the future, 
Fven closer relationships must 
be developed between the Bri- 
tish in the Battalion and the 
Spanish comrades. In training, 
in reserve, on rest, in batik', 
there must be no separation by 
nationalities. We must see the 
fight a? one of a people for 
whom national barriers do imt 
exist. 

Without this close cohesion 
of all sections, companies, the 
Battalion cannot he an effecti- 
ve fighting unit. We have the- 
refore to remove bad habits of 
i he past and attain a more in- 
timate knowledge and .relation- 
ship with our Spanish comra- 
des. With such unity in the 
command and throughout the 
Battalion every order and com- 
mand will be responded to by 
a. united and powerful Batta- 
lion. 

Our Battalion lias earned a 
name on the battlefronts of 
Spain of which wc can be justly 
proud. Wo have taken part in 
the most decisive battles in the 
war, and contributed much to- 
ward producing the present fa- 
vorable position for the Go- 
vernment forces. The most de- 
cisive battles arc just ahead. 
It is our duty here and at ho- 
me to continue to assist our 
Spanish comrades in every pos- 




MIE SOVIET UNION does not waul war, hut these sailors are read; to defend 
their land of Socialism against any Imperialist threat. 




siblc way uni il final victory 
has been won. 

With this as our aim we 
shall be able to continue and 
accomplish our historic tasks 
here in Spain, and at the same 
time inspire the people of Bri- 
tain into decisive action along- 
side the peoples of the world 
to crush Fascism and reaction 
wherever it raises its head. 

Comrades, I am proud to ha- 
ve associated with the men of 




our Battalion. Their example 
will long -be my inspiration in 
my revolutionary work where- 
ver it leads ine. 1 am proud to 
have contributed a little, to its 
achievements and pledge to do 
my utmost in the same cause 
at all times and wherever ne- 
cessary. 

Salud. 

BILL PAYNTER 

DIANA. (U. G. T.) * Lirra, 0. - MAORIO 
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MADRID, NOVEMBER 1, 1947 



The VOLUNTEER 
FOR LIBERTY 




All The Peoples Of The World Are On The Side 
Of The International Brigades And The Spanish 



Republican 
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To 6on Manuel Azafia, 
President of the Re- 
public 

The officers and represent;) li\ cs of 
the Garrison of Albaeele, met together 
under the F residency of the L ruler- Se- 
cretary of War, Lieutenant Colonel Bo- 
laflos, to oelebrnte tho first annlxersary 
of tho arrival of the Volunteer* of the 
International Brigades In Spain, 
to the illustrious President of all the 
Spaniards the expression of their admir- 
ation and reaffirm their unshakable 
support) for the cause of the Liberty 
and Independents* of Spain. 
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A VIEW of the partfde of the troops. 
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Albacete was bedecked with 
banners, posters and placards. The 
whole population was celebrating 
October 17th the anniversary of 
the arrival in Spain of the first 
Volunteers for Liberty with a 
magificent and cnthus ; ast ; c fete. 
The Park, filled with many-c.. Lu- 
red triumphal arches, rang from 
early morning with the cheers of 
the crowd. All the centres of the 
parties and organisations wore 
adorned with banners and strea- 
mers and slogans affirming soli- 
darity with the International Bri- 
gades. The balconies of the offi- 
cial buildings were ablaze with 
colour. '■£ 

The whole town lined the 
streets and the great avenue \vh:- 
re the troops were to parade. This 
vast mass formed a living wall of 
people who cheered themselves 
hearse greeting the in*cr -ational 
lighters, a river of ti re less hands 
from which rose great bursts of 
applause. ' 

The military review began at 
11 a. m. The troops were inspected 
by the Under-Secretary for Defen- 
ce, Lieutenant Cclcnel Solanos, 
representing the Government; the 
Under-Commissar General of - War, 
Comrade Prctel; the Military Go- 
vernor of Albacete, Lieutenant 
Colonel Mangada; the Civil Go- 
vernor, Comrade Cazorla; the 
Commissar-Inspector of our Inter- 
national Brigades, Comrade Gallo; 
and the ^Commander of the^ase, 
Comrade Bielov. The Madrid Peo- 
ple’s Front had sent a delegation 
consisting of its Secretary and 
Comrade Ovidio Salcedo of the So- 
cialist Party. 

The C. N. T. had sent a tele- 
gram expressing its warm sup- 
port of the commemoration and 
apologising for being unable to be 
represented at the ceremony. The 
Delegation of the Spanish Com- 
munist Party consisted of Comra- 
des "Pasionaria”, Delicado and 
Oheca. 



Magnificently equipped, the dif- 
ferent units of the International 
Brigades paraded in impres: ve 
order. It was a great demonstra- 
tion of strength, unity and disci- 
pline. The sight was breath- 
taking. 

The Park appeared geometrical- 
ly divided by rifles. 

The Republican flags floated in 
the breeze and the bugles gleamed 
in the light. The various sections 
parade : infantry, artillery, as- 

sault battalions, services of the 
rear, "he people\s emotion cannot 
be described. There was a cease- 
less storm of applause. Our volun- 
teers did not hide their enthusiasm 
as they passed before the Spanish 
flag. 

At the end of the military pa- 
rade Lieutenant Colonel Rolancs, 
Under-Commissar Pretel, the Mi- 
litary Governor Cazorla, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mangada, and the 
Inspector of the International Bri„ 
gades, Comrade Gallo, spoke to 
the people. With deep feeling they 
greeted the anniversary-of. the In- 
ternational Brigades. They spoi<e 
of the meaning of the solidarity 
of the peoples and they expressed 
their unshakable confidence in 
victory. In the name of the Inter- 
national Brigades Comrade Gallo 
made a moving speech which we 
print on another page. He ended 
by ^dressing stirring ."vivas” to 
t.he People’s Front Government, to 
the Army of the Republic and to 
the International Brigades, which 
were taken up by the crowd with 
leng applamr 

A banquet follcwed at which all 
the leading personalities were pre- 
sent, together with the officers 
who had come from all the diffe- 
ient Units. Lieutenant Colonel Bo- 

lanos'mads a brief speech of gre- 

♦ 

eting on behalf of the Government 
and its Army and expressed his 
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hole People Fervently Celebrate The An- 
The International Brigades; Banners 
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great satisfaction of being- among 
comrades all inspi red with the 
same spirit and the same deter- 
mination. Then Lieutenant Colonel 
Bielov addressed the Government, 
the parties an J organisations of 
the People’s Front, and the Repu- 
blican Army. He showed that the 
organisation of victory demanded 
the ceaseless creation of reserves 
and the maintenance of enthu- 
siasm and discipline. His en- 
tire speech was a demonstration of 
confidence in the leaders of Repu- 
blican Spain whom he presented 
as men capable of inspiring the 
final struggle against fascism. The 




THE HUMAN tide pour** through the streets... 



IJKI'TKNAN'T COLONKI. IKH.ASOS. rc|ire*(cii11ng I hi* Minister of Nnltnmil 
Defence. On his right Is comrade 1‘retel, I ndrr-Commlssar (iencral. 



Under-Commissar Pretel then paid 
a tribute to "Pasionaria”, the 
symbol of the glorious struggle of 
the Asturian fighters. 

He concluded with an appeal for 
the rapid realisation of umty and 
proposed the sending of the tele- 
grams which we publish on the 
first page. 

“Pasionaria" greeted the Inter- 
national Brigades in the name of 
the Spanish wives and mothers 
who cannot express their gratitu- 
de to those who have come to de- 
fend the liberties of the world on 
Spanish soil. She paid a tribute 
to the loyal military men who un- 
reservedly supported the Republi- 
can cause, who joined with peo- 
ple’s fighters and mingled with 
them whole-heartedly. She recal- 
led the first days of the struggle, 
when the Antifascists had only 



their faith and their enthusiasm, 
together with a handful of offi- 
cers who had remained faithful, 
and when in their need they had 
made an anguished appeal to the 
democratic governments. 

“Only the people in nil the cor- 
ners of the earth heard that call 
she said. " But Spain wit! raise in 
her heart an eternal monument to 
them r 

The afternoon was occupied by 
a magnificent meeting which took 
place in the Bull-ring, and was 
preceded by a splendid parade of 
the International Brigades. The 
Secreta - v of the Madrid People’s 
Front greeted the International 
Brigades in the name of all Anti- 
fascists, and pointed to the Bri- 
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International Brigades 
Glorious Epic Of The 



Will Be Worthy Of The 
Spanish People” 

Declares Comrade GALLO In Moving Speech 



The Under-Secretary of State 
for National Defence. 

Political and military leaders of 
the Spanish Republic. 

Comrades and Volunteers. 

A year ago the first volunteers 
of our glorious International Bri- 
gades arrived in Albacete. 

They came from all corners of 
the globe, from all sections of po- 
litical opinion, inspired with the 
same enthusiasm, with the same 
determination: to fight at the side 
of their brave Spanish comrades 
who had already made immortal 
history. 

They had only one aim: to put 
themselves at the disposition of 
the People’s Front Government, to 
fight under the orders of its Ge- 
neral Staff. 

They knew that the cause of the 
liberty and the independence of 
Spain was their own cause, the 
cause of all advanced and pro- 
gressive humanity. 

A year has gone by. 

A year of battles, victories and 
sacrifice. 

A year in the course of which 
the Spanish people, under the le- 
adership of its Government, closely 
united around its glorious Army, 
has written epic pages in the an- 
nals of the peoples. 

A year during which internatio- 
nal solidarity has expressed itself 
in the sublime sacrifice and he- 
roism of thousands of our volun- 
teers. 

In the trenches of Madrid and 
Jarama. in the battlefields of Gua- 
dalajara and Pozoblanco, in the 
irresistible offensives of Brunete 
and Belchite, the Spanish People’s 
Army has barred the way to fas- 
cism, has inflicted sharp defeats 
nn Hitler and Mussolini. 

It is our pride and our honour 
to have been able to play our part, 
shoulder to shoulder with our Spa- 
nish comrades, in such great bat- 
tles: to have been able, in the 
trenches of liberty, to save the ho- 
nour of our countries betrayed by 
fascist dictators or by hesitant 
and feeble Governments. 

In the struggle and in battle we 
have been able to learn great les- 
sons from our contact with our 
Spanish comrades lessons which 
will help us and our peoples in the 



struggle in our own countries. 

We have been able to learn the 
great political lesson which all the 
Spanish people, which all its lea- 
ders have given to the whole 
world : 

--In face of reaction it is neces- 
sary to unite in a block of steel 
all the forces of the people who, 
alone, can defeat reaction and fo- 
reign invasion. 

We have learned how it has 
been possible, thanks to the sa- 
crifice of the people and thg abili- 
ty of the leaders, to call up, al- 
most from nothing, a new Army 
able to defeat the best Divisions 
of Spanish and International Fas- 
cism. 

We have learnt that in the fight 
to the death between reaction and 
progress, between slavery and li- 
berty, there is no sacrifice, no he- 
roism which is beyond a people 
ready, like the Spanish people, to 
conquer or die. 

Spanish comrades, Representa- 
tives of the Government and Mili- 
tary Commanders. 

We thank you for the immense 
help which you are giving to the 
cause of the liberty and indepen- 
dence of all peoples. 



We thank you for all that you 
are teaching the world in the 
struggle against fascism. 

We shall know how to profit by 
your lessons. 

Comrades, Volunteers for Li- 
berty. 

Delegations from our five glo- 
rious Brigades. 

Raise high your banners of bat- 
tle and victory! 

They are the banners of the glo. 
rious resistance at University City 
and Las Rozas. 

They are the banners of Teruel 
and Lopera, of the Almeria and 
Jarama Fronts. 

Raise high your banners, which 
saw the enemy in flight at Pozo- 
blanco and Guadalajara. 

Raise your banners of the glo- 
rious offensives of Guadarrrama 
and Belchite. 

Your banners are fanned with 
the breath of our fallen heroes, 
of Beimler and Lucasz, Parovic 
and Picelli, ‘Ralph Fox and De 
Broug^res. 

Your banners are the hope and 
the pride of our peoples. They are 
the symbols of the heroic epic 
through which we have lived here 
in Spain. 



What do they say, our banners, 
waving in the breeze of glory ami 
victory : 

- -People of Spain. 

The International Volunteers, 
your adopted sons, will bo worthy 
of you and of your magnificent 
epic. 

They have only one ambition : 
to be able to count always among 
the bravest and most disciplined 
soldiers in your great Army. 

We want to act so that our wi- 
ves and our children can be proud 
of us, as every Spanish wife and 
child can be proud of husband and 
father fighting on the fronts ni' 
freedom. 

Forward, Spanish comradi s 
fighters of all lands! 

Forward, always united as <n: 
man, to defeat fascism and inau- 
gurate an era of peace and bro- 
therhood among all peoples. 

Long live our glorious People ‘.m 
A rmy ! 

Long live the People’s Front 
Government! 

Long live its representatives him 
delegates at the anniversary < i 
onr glorious International Briga- 
des! 
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"They mim lii (1 | n wards sunrise amt sunset .. to soul h ami to 

I north. 

OUI guns weighing flown on their shoulders, those Ihtih'n wont 

I forth. 

Passing rivers and lulls. 

Without rest, without sleep, ragged and hungry. 

They went joyous and proud... 



Amt a glorious freulom burned 



Such were the soldiers of the 
Year IT of the great French Re- 
volution. Such were the Volunteers 
for Liberty in the past twelve 
months Volunteers who had 
hastened to Republican Spain from 
all countries in the world. 

A year has passed... already! S<* 
many great events have filled 
these twelve months. October 14th. 
Railwaymen, workmen and coun- 
try people in <j little town which 
was exposed to ail the inclemenc- 
ies of the weather saw the arrival 
of some hundreds of men, talking 
F'rench, German, Italian. Polish 
and Bulgarian. The first Voluntc- 



brighl 1 h rough t heir t hull); hi s." 

Vicioh Hn:n. 

come down through the Sierra to- 
wards Madrid, Then fresh enthu- 
siasm ; the battalions of militia- 
men. all volunteers, hastily funn- 
ed anti hastily armed, were barr- 
ing the road against the fanatical 
rrqurtr.s. Already dozens of brave 
military and political leaders we- 
re rising from the mass. The loyal 
Republican officer and the worker 
had both become commanders of 
militia of battalions. There were 
“Campesino”. Riquelme, the (Ja- 
pan's. Ortega and many others 
barring the way against the cri- 
minal generals and their profess- 
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lonal officers. Then there was 
stupefaction and rage. While fight- 
ing planes of the Italian air force 
came down in the Mediterranean 
and in Oran, terrible proofs of one 
of the greatest acts of brigandage 
that history has known, the 



French and British Governments, 
on the pretext of holidays - - which 
are still proceeding -- carried out 
a dc facto withdrawal of their 
ambassadors from Spain. A moral 
blow which would have been very 
heavy for the fighting antifascist 
people and their Government if 
the great and powerful Soviet 
Union had not then declared be- 
fore the world its entire solidarity 
with Madrid. While the Basque 
Country was being attacked by a 
rebel army which daily received 
more arms, planes, tanks, Italian 
and German officers, and then 
whole military units, the democr- 
atic Governments of France and 
Britain were organising the boy- 
cott of the lawful Government 
under the name of non-intervent- 
ion, and the United States Go- 
vernment was declaring itself 
neutral as between the murderer 
and his victim! It was clear that 
the most reactionary elements of 



ers... Nineteen days. later a compl- 
ete Brigade started for Madrid, 
and five days afterwards a second 
took the same road. The Inter- 
national Brigades were entering 
the Spanish people’s great war M 
emancipation... 

1 . 

WHY THKY ARK THEKK 

There were millions of workers 
who, from the first day of the 
fascist rebellion in Spain, felt a 
lump in their throats and a stab 
in their hearts. In Paris and in 
New York, in Brussels and Pra- 
gue. from the Arctic Ocean to the 
Rio de la Plata, over the who'e 
surface of the immense Soviet 
Union, the workers, and all who 
valued 1 freedom,. were living 
through the anguish of the July 
days. They greeted the rajaid vic- 
tory of the workers and ^asants 
of Spain, who within a week had 
freed all the big towns and most 
of the villages from the bloody 
fascist horde and the traitrous. 
perjured generals. 

There was painful anxiety again 
When Mola’s Army was going to 




THE INTERNATIONALS an* now the Spanish ppople's brother*, 
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.\ minute's silence. 



finance capital in France, Britain 
and America wanted the defeat 
of the Spanish people and their 
Government. Some individuals we- 
re explaining that it was necessa- 
ry to avoid 'provoking' those in 
Berlin and Rome who were pulling 
the strings of the Burgos puppets, 
and these same individuals were 
claiming that this was the only 
possible attitude to adopt to de- 
fend peace. 

But the workers at least had 
not forgotten Mussolini and his 
blood thirsty gangs, and still less 
had they forgotten Hitler and Fe- 
bruary. 193?-. They knew that the 
fascist wolves were untamable 
and that whoever offered them 
his hand would leave them his 
arm. If the brutes' teeth had boon 
broken at the time of Abyssinia, 
it would not have been tearing at 
, Spain today. Capitulation in the 
tace of the fascists had let loose 
the war in Spain... while waiting 
.or the next to follow. And so we 
came to August 14th and the mas- 
sacre of Badajoz. Already taught 
by February. 1934. French work- 
ers — ex-soldiers ■ - hastened to 
I run and Catalonia. Later they 
formed the Paris Centuria. The 
Gastone Sozzi Centuria - Italians 
and Poles — - was formed at Ma- 
drid and the German Antifascists 
grouped themselves in tho-Thael- 
mann Centuria in Catalonia. 

Inin fell for the lack of the 
trucks of munitions from Barce- 
lona, which were held up by Fran- 
ce. Then there was San Sebastian. 
Taho'Cra.' Non-intervention was 
victorious: foieign invasion was 
pouring its forces into the valley 
of the Tagus. That magnificent 
people, suffering fresh reverses 
every week, did not capitulate. 
They did not want fascism. With 
each fresh retreat, fresh batta- 
lions of volunteers set out sing- 
ing. Their rifles were old and they 
had very few bullets. Too often it 
was with their own bodies that 
they barred the way against an 
enemy daily better armed. But 
already a great military force is 
rising: the Fifth Regiment of Peo- 
ple's Militia. New leaders are com- 
ing forward: Castro, Lister. Mo- 



desto, Carlos, Carton... sometimes 
officers, sometimes commissars. 
They are both commanders and 
agitators. In this way 80.000 com. 
battants with military organisation 
were given to the Republic in five 
months. Throughout the whole 
world thousands of workers, and 
hundreds of free spirited men un- 
derstood what the democratic Go- 
vernments. in complete opposition 
to the peoples they claimed to re- 
present, did not want to know. 
Franco’s victory meant a new im- 
petus to fascism all over the world, 
and above all in France. Franco’s 
victory, because of decisive eco- 
nomic and strategic positions 
meant a fearful war speedily 
launched by Hitler and Mussolini, 
brought to bay by economic bank- 
ruptcy. It meant war devastating 
the loveliest countries in Furope, 
machine gunning, burning and 
gassing millions of human beings 
from the cradle to the grave 
Those workers, those exiles 
from fascism hunted down in all 
countries, realised that what was 
at stake in the Spanish struggle 
was the liberty of their own coun- 
tries and of the whole world. 

Toledo fell September 25th 
There was only a swarm of mili- 
tiamen before Madrid. The block- 
ade of Republican Spain, against 
all the principles of human justi- 
ce, after handing over I run to 
the bloodthisty Jesuit Mola, was 
going to tli row Madrid, with its 



magnificent peoplo and its art 
treasures, into the hands of the 
fascist bandits, drunk with blood 
— and the Madrid women were al- 
ready promised as the spoils of 
war to the sadistic mercenaries of 
Quiepo Ue Llano. 

Then in all countries ordinary 
workers rose in thousands. They 
left their wives, their children and 
their parents. Well-known surge- 
ons and faonous writers left "good 
jobs" Forced in the past by ca- 
pitalism to become experienced 
soldiers, to defend its interests, 
they at all events understood what 
the people of Spain needed to de- 
fend their interests, to defeat a 
rebel army which was already 
being transformed into an army 
of invasion. It was not heroism; 
it was arms, military equipment, 
and the men who knew how to use 
them and understood the very 
complicated technique of modern 
warfare. That is why they hasten- 
ed to offer their lives together 
with their military knowledge. The 
highest example of what internat- 
ional solidarity can be... 

Blackshirt and army divisions 
under orders, Capronis, Henkels 
and their crews were arriving 
ceasselessly on Franco’s side. 
Then the Spanish Republic, which 
would have crushed the rebels in 
a few weeks if the latter had re- 
lied on their own resources, accep- 
ted these "Internationals", work- 
ers. peasants and intellectuals. 



It armed them with difficulty 
with rifles of fifteen different ty- 
pes and with a few old machine 
guns of about ten different types. 

The Paris Commune had its 
small international battalion and 
so did Dombrowski. The little 
"International Legion" fought un- 
der the banners of the Russian 
Revolution. From the workers 
of all countries the Spanish' Re- 
volution received International 
Brigades with all their services, 
including aviation. A small, a 
very small military force. But 
a heroic living proof of the real 
soldarity with the Spanish people 
who were being treated like pa- 
riahs by the democratic Govern- 
ments which were going against 
the will of their peoples. Thus 
the mere presence of the Inter- 
national Brigades was a most po- 
werful moral factor; so powerful 
that thousands of brave Spanish 
women wept with emotion as the 
Volunteers passed through many 
of the villages in the' Peninsula. 

2 . 

THOUSANDS, UNITED AS ONE 

The International Brigades ha- 
ve given valuable help in the ma- 
gnificent antifascist struggle of 
the Spanish people. Madrid on 
November 7th, Cerro de los .An- 
geles, Teruel on November 13th, 
at Lopera on the Cordova Front, 
at Jarama — each of these names 
marks the date when one of the 
international forces moved into 
the line, not to mention the dif- 
ferent units sent to various deci- 
sive points every week for four 
months. Ceaselessly united in com- 
radeship with the new Spanish 
Brigades, they broke the despe- 
rate atacks of the fascists or de- 
livered heavy counter - attacks 
against them. Day by day, with 
great organisational effort, the 
international units were being 
constituted under the attentive, 
benevolent and fatherly direction 
of the President of the Cortes, 
Martinez Barrios, who was char- 
ged by the Government with for- 
ming the Brigades — those basic 
units of the new Republican -Ar- 
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my. All the complicated organi- 
sational structure of modern war- 
fare was coming into being and 
developing — from a road trans- 
port service with its workshops 
and a modern medical service to 
radio and anti-aircraft defence 
transmissions. In line with all 
this, great modern hospitals were 
being formed and the political 
section was growing up with its 
press, communique and literature 
services in twelve languages and 
its network of politicaiy conscious 
soldiers. 

The heroism of the Internatio- 
nal Volunteers. We have said 
little about it. How can one 
speak of it after having seen Ma- 
drid? Madrid in October, when 
Getaf e and Carabanchel feii - - 
which meant that from one mo- 
ment to another the enemy might 
burst into the heart of the capi- 
tal, Madrid, which all the mili- 
tary attaches of the capitalist 
world declared to be lost. Ma- 
drid, whose last hours the reac- 
tionary journalists, in the pay of 
Hitler and Mussolini, were intend- 
ing to describe. But Madrid, 
whose working men and women 
took up the challenge and barred 
their streets with the famous 
streamers: "Madrid shall be 

the grave of Fascism." Madrid, 
whose people rose in one mass at 
the appeal of the “Junta de De- 
fensa”, uniting ail the parties and 
trade unions. There was Miaja, 
the old general loyal to the Re- 
public — and Antdn, the young 
Commissar, a revolutionary wor- 
ker — at the helm night and day, 
never weakening. 

The decimated battalions were 
reorganised. New ones were 
formed. They were all there, the 
young and old commanders and 
commissars of the Fifth Regi- 



ment. The building workers we- 
re digging trenches. Women we- 
re making bombs and cartridge 
pouches. The streets were ba- 
rricaded. Tank traps were dug. 

Children piled up paving stones 
and stretched out barbed wire. 
They worked at night in the dar- 
kness and during the day under 
fascist bombing planes. When 
the Moroccans appeared at the 
Manzanares between two bursts 
of shrapnel, the "No pasaran" of 
the old and the new soldiers of 
the people rang out. "No pasa- 
ran”. They have not passed, 
and Hitler’s snout still bleeds for 
it And for 2 months the mag- 
nificent people of that city which 
numbers its dead in thousands 
old and young, women and chil- 
dren have worked and fought, 
trained and organised under the 
bombs and the shrapnel. They 
have cleard away the ruins of their 
houses and begun to build the 
new Madrid. After that, how is 
one to speak of the heroism of 
the International Volunteers, when 
however great it was — and it 
was great — we have seen every 
day so many magnificent actions 
and when we have seen this mag- 
nificent people of Spain who for 
the last fifteen months have pre- 
ferred “death 'standing to life 
kneeling", a noble appeal to the 
world struggle against fascism. 
And so we have forgotten to ma- 
ke known the innumerable exam- 
ples of the heroism of internatio- 
nal soldiers — old revolutionaries 
and young antifascist fighters. 
Today it will be enough to say: 
from the Casa del Campo to An- 
dujar, from Guadalajara to Bei- 
chite, from Almerla to Jarama, 
there is not a battle in which the 
Internationals have not taken 
part. 
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Nevertheless it is not 
the heroism which the 
International Brigades 
have taught the Spa- 
nish people. That has 
not been necessary. 
The Spanish people ha- 



ve enough and to spa- 
re, and in fighting a 
fascist army better ar- 
med, and organised in 
Italy and Germany, he- 
roism is not enough. 

The Spanish Repu- 
blic would have been 
crushed long ago if it 
had not put a great 
People’s Army into the 
field, firmly disciplined 
and ied by a unified 
command. The Interna- 
tional Brigades have 
been one of the founda- 
tions of this new army, 
thanks to l.icir high 
technical qualifications 
and their firm discipli- 
ne. That is one of the 
essential services which 
the international Vo- 
lunteers have .rendered 
the Spanish Republic. 

On the fascist side 
there is a mass of pic- 
ked foreign troops - 
blackshirts and regular 
Italian divisions, tank divisions 
and aviation squadrons from the 
German and Italian armies, regi- 
ments of legionaries Moroccans — 
all these have invaded that coun- 
try, and without their help Franco 
and Gil Robles would be Power- 
less to hold it under their dicta- 
torship. They make up for the 
deficiencies of an army which 
Franco cannot raise in Spain be- 
cause the majority of the people 
are against him. 

On the other hand the Interna- 
tional Brigades have simply been 
units in the new Republican Ar- 
my. They have fought under the 
single command of the Republi- 
can Government, whereas Hitler 
and Mussolini dictate from Ber- 
lin and Rome, even to the point 
of giving orders for the conduct- 
ing of operations. The comman- 
ders of the Army to which the In- 
ternational Brigades belong are 
not called Von Faupel, Teruzzi or 
Bergonzzoli, but Miaja, Pozas and 
Rojo. In this army, to the sound 
of the songs of freedom of all 
countries, the Brigades have been 
the first modern military forces 
of the Spanish Republic. And so 
after the disasters of August, 
September and October, when tho- 
se heroic militia batallons which 
had done marvels in the street 
fighting in the early days of the 
rebellion, wore defeated i:i oper. 
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country, there followed first the 
implacable checks delivered by 
the new army in November and 
December at Madrid, at Dopera in 
December, and at Jarama in Fe- 
bruary. Meanwhile new Briga- 
des of the People’s Army were 
being organised behind this impe- 
netrable shield. For the first 
time there was victory at Guada- 
lajara-Caporetto. Henceforward 
not only was a stop put to the 
heavy weekly defeats of the Sum- 
mer and Autum and the retreat 
which followed, but the Republi- 
can Army, sure of itself, was beg- 
inning to recover the initiative in 
operations. It now sees the fi 
nal victory drawing nearer. The 
strict discipline, freely consented 
to and maintained by the Inter- 
nationals in their units, is also 
the discipline of the People's Ar- 
my and opens the way to victo- 
ry. Thus the International Bri 
gades both fought and organised 
without respite — for until Apiil 
only one Brigade had spent twelve 
days in the rear. This solid mi- 
litary wall formed by each of the 
International Brigades has beer, 
one of the greatest services they 
have rendered to the antifascist 
cause. The International Briga 
des - - together with many other 
Brigades of the new Army — ha- 
ve been a living example of what 
must be done to conquer. 
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3. 

THE VOICE OF UNITY 

The International Brigades have 
given another example which is 
even greater. 

They came from 25 different 
nationalities. They represen- 
ted all kinds of different political 
trends: Socialist, Communist, Re- 
publican, Anarchist. Liberal even. 
Together with the workers, who 
formed the overwhelming majo- 
rity of the fighters, there were 
mingled intellectuals and someti- 
mes some ex-officers. And in 
spite of the differences of politi- 
cal views and language, antifas- 
mlst unity was immediately and 
oermanently maintained. The 
'epublican Commander, his Socia- 
st Adjutant, the Communist 
Commissar, each coming from dif- 
ferent countries is a frequent 
combination. Yet political con- 
flicts have never broken out on 
the General Staffs or in the mi- 
litary units. 

A hundred times, French and 
German Volunteers have made 
the discovery that somewhere in 
the Great War they were face to 
face. Today they are in the sa- 
me antifascist People's Army, and 
their only rivalry is in vying with 
one another in the fight. A for- 
mer British sailor, a leader in the 
Invergordon, mutiny, was the su- 



perior . officer of a 
British Admiral's son. 
French ex^sailors, who 
had taken part in the 
Black Sea Mutiny or 
who had come from the 
Calvi military prison 
are section leaders who 
are models of discipli- 
ne under the command 
of ex-soldiers who 
fought in the Great 
War- The hatred for 
barbarous fascism, the 
great ideal of Peace 
and Freedom, have sol- 
dered into one impene- 
trable force these fear- 
less men who have co- 
me from all the diffe- 
rent political horizons. 
Moreover they are daily 
fusing more and more 
with the Spanish peo- 
ple. Between two bat- 
tles, cleaning their 
arms, with their woun.ls 
just dressed, they are 
to be found bending- 
down over the village 
children whose fathers 
are at the front and 
who remind them of 
their own little ones. 
Hundreds of times, af- 
ter distributing toys 
and sweets levied from their 
meagre pay. they have found time 
to organise happy fetes for the 
children. 

Firm unity of action — that 
was the second example they ga- 
ve, the most important at this ti- 
me. The International Volun- 
teers have shown that the secret 
of victory lies in antifascist uni- 
ty, a unity without political or 
national distinctions. 

Today thers are no Internatio- 
nal Brigades in the sense in which 
we understood them a few months 
ago. These Brigades with their 
glorious banners no longer con- 
tain more than a small proportion 
of Internationals. They have been 
definitely fused in the young Peo- 
ple’s Army to which they have 
brought more than their military 
experience. Italians, Germans. 
Frenchmen, Belgians, Poles, Bri- 
tishers, Americans, and others 
have all seen the fascists at work 
with their violence and demogogy. 
They know that to break antifas- 
cist unity is death and defeat, and 
they have treasured this preeious 
weapon, unity of action, as they 
treasure their own eyes. The es- 
sential strength which they have 
brought the new Republican Ar- 
my lies in this antifascist unity, 
not only maintained, but strengt- 
hened after every battle. 

This Is so true that the enemy, 



being unable to destroy the In- 
ternational Brigades by military 
means, has done everything pos- 
sible to break that antifascist uni- 
ty. In the first place they have 
tried to set certain sections of the 
Spanish people against the In- 
ternationals. 

“Anarchist comrades”, they ha- 
ve printed. “Beware of the Bri- 
gades of the Communist Interna- 
tional who are fighting by our 
side to defeat fascism, They 
will constitute the army corps 
which the Catalonian and Spanish 
Communists will send against 
you, as they did against the Anar- 
chits In the Russian Revolution”. 

This was written in Spain, and 
in France, England and other 
countries. It was not signed 
“Franco” but "P. O. U. M.” In- 
ternationalist Communist Party — 
i. e. Trotskyist. An unspeakeble 
action on the part of the scum 
who stealing the arms needed at 
the front. An insult to the he- 
roes who had fallen in the strug- 
gle such for example as one of the 
commanders of the Henri Bar- 
busse Battalion, who was an Anar- 
chist and a model of discipline, 
and who died as a result of 
wounds received at the Jarama. 

There is not a single son of the 
noble Spanish people who does 
not know how comradely and mo- 
ving the relationship has always 
-been between the Volunteers of 
the international forces and the 
military commanders of the Re- 
publican Army, with the different 
officials of the Republican Go- 
vernment, with the municipal aut- 
horities, the People’s Front Com- 
mittees and with all the political 
and trade union organisations 
without exception. 

But the wretches have done 
more than that. They have sought 
to break the military unity, the 



antifascist unity of the Interna- 
tionals. Against the organisation 
in Brigades constituted in accor- 
dance with the plans of the War 
Minister and directed by a single 
responsible body, the Commonder 
assisted by the Commissar and 
the Chief of Staff (or Adjutant 
Commander) — they have suppor- 
ted the system of isolated militia 
battalions directed by irresponsi- 
ble committees! In other words, 
they support the system which 
has been irrevokably condemned 
by the defeats of the Summer of 
1936 against the military organi- 
sation which has given the first 
victories. Whom do they expect 
to serve in that way, unless it is 
Franco and Hitler? What a me- 
lancholy sight it is to see French 
Socialism upholding the same 
deadly theory in the official or- 
gan of the Socialist Party, and 
using this argument to maintain 
that one ought not to send the 
Republican Army the arms it has 
been prevented from receiving 
during the last fifteen months! 
The efforts of those fascist agents 
had no success. Then they turned 
to open crime. And not merely 
to sabotage in an automobile 
workshop or in loading grenades. 

Two Frenchmen — a Trotskyist 
and a police provocateur, expelled 
as such from the French Com- 
munist Party — tried to break up 
a battery at the moment 'when 
it was setting out for the front 
by taking from it all its gun-layers 
and all its sergeant-gunners. Un- 
der the command of a French So- 
cialist ex-officer, who had fought 
in the Great War, this battery 
has subsequently revealed itself 
as one of the best in the Spanish 
Army. Who are these men work- 
ing for? It is a French Trotskyist 
too who, together with the fasc- 
ist French Consuls of Valencia, 
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Unions persist in ignoring the ap- 
peal for unity from ‘hose whose 
bonds of brotherhood have been 
made fast in blood and suffering 

Spaniards and Internationals. It 
is madness for them- after these 
last 15 months- still to refuse that 
international united front which 
would raise an irresistable wave 
against the intervention of Hitler 
and Mussolini in Spain. It would 
take them by the throat through 
the boycott of dockers, sailors and 
railwaymen throughout the world. 
It would break the steel circle of 
the democratic states which is 
stiffling the Spanish Republic mo- 
re than Franco’s bombs, “Made in 
Germany’’ are slaughtering it. 

It is tragic that they refuse to 
listen to the voice of the old So- 
cialist leader De Brouckere. who 



Barcelona and Alicante, under co- 
ver of their diplomatic immuni- 
ty. has been trying to organise 
the break-up of the International 
Brigades as a whole. He has been 
defended by the Hitlerite Doriot. 
If this had succeeded the Repu- 
blican Army would have been 
weakened as a result. Magnani- 
mously the Republican Govern- 
ment has limited itself to expell- 
ing these people, whom all the 
evidence shows to be agents of 
Franco and Hitler. The working- 
class in their country will not for- 
get their foul crimes, despite even 
a Fenner Brockway ’s protection. 
The working-class will nail them 
and their infamy to the pillory for 
spies and provocateurs in the pay 
of the bloodthirsty torturers of 
the people, in the pay of German 
and Italy, in the pay of' the worst 
enemies of the working-class. 

But the most remarkable thing 
is that their efforts were in vain. 
There is no Military Police in tfu 
International Brigades, In spite of 
that, the efforts of these criminals 
have failed. The attack made by 
the Fifth Column and carried 
through above all by the Trots- 
kyists has done everything possi- 
ble to break up and demoralise 
the International Brigades. In De- 
cember , at the Base, in January 
at Teruel, in February in the hos- 
pitals of Valencia, in April on all 
the fronts and in all the services. 
The attack was supported simul- 
taneously by a violent campaign 
by the Hitlerite Doriot in France, 
by Degrelle in Belgium and by the 
most reactionary of the British 
Conservatives, but it broke like 
glass, not against a police barra- 
ge, but against the firm aintifasc- 
ist determination of the Volun- 
teers. That is the great lesson 
which stands out after the Inter- 



national Brigades’ year of strug- 
gle. That is the great example 
which the Spanish people have 
leceived from them these Bri- 
gades in which one might have 
feared that the enemy would be 
able to develop fatal differences 
between political trends and na- 
tionalities, have remained firmly 
united in face of the enemy of the 
human race. 

It is to be regretted deeply that 
in many countries a few reactio- 
nary labour leaders persist in not 
wanting to understand the less- 
sons of the Spanish epic- -just as 
earlier they refused to understand 
the German tragedy. 

It is highly dangerous when 
these same reactionary leaders of 
the Socialist International and the 
International Federation of Trade 



is appealing for the rapid and 
immediate realisation of interna- 
tional unity of action. It is nut 
words that will stop the metal 
rain of shells, shrapnel and bombs 
which is torturing a brave people 
and the best sons of the Intern- 
ational and Spanish working-class. 
Only deeds will do that. This is 
the urgent demand of £hose who 
have sealed that unity among the 
dead bodies of those of our dearest 
friends and comrades. Unity will 
ensure the antifascist victory in 
Spain and in the world. There is 
still just time enough to hear. 

4. 

AN IRRESISTABLE FORCE 

However, the time has come to 
tell what that force is which 
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among a chaos of men, unable to 
understand one another, has gi- 
ven rise to and has led in battle 
that little modern army which 
was constituted by the Internat- 
ional Brigades and has defended 
them against the stab in the back. 

The moment has come to sav 
what that irresistable force is 
which is rising among the noble 
Spanish people and will give them 
victory. 

That ferce is the antifascist spi- 
rit and the will to unity of the 
workers, gathering together arul 
urging foi-ward the whole of the 
people. 

The International Brigades have 
never been non-political. Far from 
that. Not a unit has gone to the 
front without the Political Com 
missars being appointed by the 
side of the Brigade Battalion, 
Company, Battery and Squadron 
Commanders. These Ccmr.iL-sar.; 
have relied on the workers who 
formed the majority in the units, 
and among them on the mass of 
Socialists and Communists who 
now in reality form one united bo- 
dy. Tt is here that the essential 
strength lies. 

Among a thousand examples, 
who can fail to remember that of 
the XHth Brigade when, oil the 
morning of November 9th, the or- 
der came for it to be sent to Ma- 
drid at the latest on the 10th. 
What a condition it was in! The 
first-comers among its Volunteers 
had been at the Base ten days. 
The latest arrivals had been there 
for 24 hours. Only the Garibaldi 
Battalion was formed, but it w .s 
armed with 25 rifles and one ma- 
chine-gun. No equipment. Half 
the other Volunteers were in ci- 
vilian clothes. Not ne of them 
had his equipment. The rifles we- 
re of four different typos. The 
Brigade had three types of ma- 
chine guns. The artillery had not 
even, a quarter of the trucks they 
needed. They could not carry out 
manoeuvres with the guns becau- 
se the lack of material. It wa.^ 
impossible to work at night: the 
light had been cut oft' because of 
the danger from the air. To form 
the Brigade in 36 hours seemed an 
impossibility. Nevertheless, Lu- 
kacs and the international General 
Staff ■ military and political 
accepted without hesitation, for 
they knew they did not have to 
rely only on a military leadership 
however highly qualified - which 
was scarcely formed! They could 
rely on the antifascist spirit of 
the Brigade, on the rank and file 
of the worker-soldiers, the great 
majority Socialists and Commu- 
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nists, on the Commissars who 
would be equal to all difficulties 
and would prove on the spot, the 
necessity for solving them, at 
whatever cost, in order to defeat 
fascism. By marvels of initiative 
they succeeded. There was not a 
mistake made in the distribution 
Of the different rifles. A lack of 
trouser-suspenders — they used 
canvass. A lack of cartridge pou- 
ches - they cut up sacks. The 
carpenters prepared supports for 
the cannon. The section leaders 
formed fighting groups while sup- 
plies were being distributed. The 
artillery officers were studying 
firing tables with dictionaries in 
their hands. The horses were being 
shod while the saddles were still 




missing. While the doctors and 
surgeons were hastily collecting 
the indispensable medical instru- 
ments and supplies, carpenters 
were preparing stretchers. And in 
the midst of an enthusiastic and 
unheard of hubbub of the frantic 
preparations two Renault assem- 
blers, were testing the engines of 
trucks of every make in the world, 
as calmly as if they were in a mo- 
del workshop. Before the final re- 
view and the departure there was 
still time to call together a big 
meeting to commemorate the glo- 
rious nineteenth anniversary of the 
great Socialist October Revolution 
and to present to the whole Bri- 
gade their Commander, Lukacs 
their Commissar, and the Com- 
manders and Adjutants of the 
General Staff. And what the bour- 
geoisie would call a miracle was 
performed: at 8 p. m. on Novem- 
ber 10th, the Xllth Brigade, fully 
organised and equipped, provided 
with artillery, cavalry, motor-cy- 
clists, a political section, medical 
and supply services, set out for 
Madrid, singing the International 
in Spanish, Italian, German and 
French. 

The antifascist spirit of the pro- 
letarian soldiers had overcome all 
difficulties. 

Many, many times, in the most 
difficult and sometimes in the 
most tragic moments, this, high 
antifascist political consciousness, 
always maintained and increased, 



hr s been the creative and organi- 
sing motive force that worked 
real miracles. Today the great joy 
of the fighters is to see that in 
all countries and throughout the 
Spanish Army this force of the 
united workers is growing grea- 
ter drawing closer together, and 
is ensuring the victory. 

Their greatest happiness would 
be to see it develop faster, much 
faster throughout the whole world. 
All have worked well. But none 
the less a fundamental truth must 
be stated: the Communists can 
be proud that in these tragic mo- 
ments, they, who have constitu- 
ted the majority of the working- 
class group in each unit — and they 
would have been happy to have 
been put in a minority by more 
Socialist comrades- - they have 
been equal to the great historic 
task which faces them. 

In these twelve months of he- 
roism they have been worthy 
members of that revolutionary 
workers' Party of a new type, the 
world Party of the Bolsheviks. 
They are worthy sons of that Par- 
ty, which formed and led by the 
greatest minds of our times, Le- 
nin and Stalin, has overthrown 
the old world and is about to cele- 
brate with joy 20 years of real 
liberation for a whole people. All 
are worthy of that great Antifas- 
cist and Communist fighter, Geor- 
ge Dimitrov, whose magnificent 
example of proletarian firmness 
and vision, of political realism 
and antifascist hatred in face of 
death, put in check the butchers 
of the German people, and has 
been and remains their guide at 
each stage in the struggle. 

FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 

The workers of the whole world, 
all men of unfettered spirit, will 
always pay a tribute of infinite 
gratitude to those who have gi- 
ven their health, their blood and 
their lives for the antifascist cause 
in Spain which, as Stalin said, “is 
the cause of all advanced and pro- 
gressive humanity.’ 

Lukacs, the great Hungarian re- 
volutionary writer. Commander of 
the Xllth Brigade; Hans Beimler. 
the steeled German revolutionary. 
Commissar of the Xlth Brigade; 
Alfred B rug fire, a Paris building 
worker, Commander of the Ma- 
chine Gun Company of the Paris 
Commune Battalion ; Ralph Fox, 
the English writer and soldier, 
Company Commissar in the Bar- 
busse Battalion; Parovic the Ju- 
goslavian Commissar of the XV th 



Brigade, and so many others who 
have left us forever, killed facing 
the enemy. But their example will 
live always in the hearts of the 
great and noble Spanish people 
and the international working- 
class, 

We salute their courage and we 
swear to avenge them. We shall 
only do this, we shall only honour 
our dead as they deserve by rat- 
s' ng ever hi g her the banner of the 
cause for which they have fallen , 
the banner of struggle against 
fascism without .rest or truce, the 
banner of trade union unity, the 
tanner of the political unity of the 
workers of all countries. 

The fight is not finished. Eve- 
ry day fresh reinforcements, fresh 
engines of death are being sent to 



.Franco by his masters in Benin 
and Rome. Every day world peace 
is threatened with greater danger. 
Now the Chinese people in their 
turn are resisting the brutal and 
savage aggression of Japanese im- 
perialism. Already there are two 
fires ablaze in the world. We must 
hasten the victory. 

The Spanish Republican Army, 
precisely because it can now 
count on ir.ore than half a million 
fighters, has an even greater need 
of leading forces than it had a 
year ago. And since each Interna- 
tional Volunteer is in himself a 
centre of organisation and unity, 
he is more valuable than ever. 

Franco is only maintained by 
the injections cf Italian and Nazi 
reinforcements. His collapse is 
inevitable. But in the death ago- 
ny the cornered beast can kill. 

Consequently £he Volunteers in 
the International Brigades who to- 
gether with their Spanish comra- 
des have dealt many a hard blow 
in conditions as difficult as those 



at the end of 1936 and the begin- 
ning of 1937 will remain the true 
friends of the Spanish people in 
the future even more than in the 
past. They know that the fate of 
the European peoples, the fate of 
peace and freedom is being deci- 
ded on Spanish soil. For this rea- 
son the antifascist front must 
conquer and will conquer. The de- 
feat in Spain of the most bestial 
regime the world has ever- seen 
will not only bring freedom anti 
peace to the Spanish people. It 
will bring a new hope to the 
people who are still crushed be- 
neath the fascist heel. And when 
the multitudes of the working- 
class and the people greet the tru- 
ly democratic Republic, henceforth 
free, there is not one of the figh- 
ters in Spain today who wil 1 not 



be proud to tell his children m ;.ho 
happy future: “I was one of the 
Volunteers in Spain." 

Greater effort should be made 
in Spain and throughout the world, 
in the future more than in the 
past, to achieve this triumph of 
the antifascist struggle. More still 
should be done to overcome the 
resistance to unity, to sweep away 
those who fight against it and 
those who sabotage il f so that in 
this way a more rapid victory 
imy be assured over the modern 
barbarians with their black shirLM 
and their swastikas. 

And so, l any life to the heroes 
of the great Republican Army! 

Forward to the final victory of 
the Democratic Spanish Republic! 

! oi ward to thi victory , the 
prelude to a surer peace in the 
world and to the liberation nf tie 
peoples still enslaved by fascism! 

\ \ 11 Kk m.\ uty 
October 10, 1937. 
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The Units constituted by Spanish 
and foreign volunteers were or- 
ganised by the decree of August 
31st, 1920 (“Diario Oficial” num- 
ber 195 ) developed in the circular 
order of September 4th of the sa- 
me year. Neither of these orders 
is however fully applicable to the 
forces similary recruited which 
are at present fighting heroically 
as part of the Republican Army. 

Even though the Units now 
existing under the name of In- 
ternational Brigades are legally 
those which the Spanish State, 
using its sovereign rights, has 
constituted to take the place of 
the Units which revolted in July 
1936, and are analogous to those 
which under different names 
exist in the Armies of almost all 
countries, it is necessary to lay 
down fresh norms which should 
regulate their recruitment, orga- 
nisation, administration, etc. To 
meet with this necessity I have 
determined: 

1. To take the place of the 
Tercio de Extranjeros (Foreign 
Legion), formed under the decree 
of August 31st, 1920 ( “Diario 

Oficial” n° 195) the International 
Brigades are formed as Units in 
the Spanish Army. At the present 
time five of the above-mention- 
ed Brigades should be constituted 
on the basis of those formed 
spontaneously in the course of the 
present war, adapting their const- 



itution to the norms indicated in 
the present order. 

2. Tactically the International 
Brigades will be used as front 
line troops and in all the services 
of peace and war, with no restrict- 
ion other than that of their mi- 
litary utility. 

3. Their organisation will fol- 
16w the model assigned to the 
Mixed Brigades in the Spanish 
Army. The troops forming these 
Brigades will be subject to the 
Code of Military Justice and to 
the Army Statutes, in the same 
way as Spanish soldiers. 

4. The training of the Intern- 
ational Brigades will be adjusted 
to the same Regulations and Ins- 
tructions as those which are in 
force in the other Units of the 
Army. 

5. The uniforms and equipment 
will be the same as those of the 
other forces in the Spanish Army 
with no difference other than that 
of wearing on the right side of the 
shirt or jacket, two centimetres 
above the pocket, the emblem 
which will be published in the 
DIARIO OFICIAL and which only 
those incorporated in these Units, 
whatever their military rank, will 
be entitled to use. 

6. In Aibacete the Internat- 
ional Brigades will have their 
Base, the fundamental mission of 
which will be to receive the vol- 
unteers, both Spanish subjects and 
foreigners who present themsel- 



We are publishing the Decree 
which lays down the position of 
the International Brigades in the 
Spanish People’s Army and the 
rights and duties of all the Volun- 
teers for Liberty. 

This is the first document which 
determines in an official manner 
which this position and these 
rights and duties. 

It determines these in a way 
which is completely satisfactory 
to our soldiers. 

It is clearly emphasised in the 
Decree that our brave Brigades 
have nothing to do with the “Ter- 
cio’' which revolted against the 
Republic in 1936 and is composed 
of the d tegs of all countries. 

In our Brigades are gathered 
together the best sons of all the 
peoples. The Brigades are the 
World People’s Front fighting by 
the side of Spain to defend the 
people’s liberty and independence. 

It is to express this highly po- 



litical significance that the Deere:: 
determines that all the Volunteers 
for Liberty should wear as their 
distinguishing mark the three- 
pointed star which is the symbol 
of the World People’s Front. 

The Decree also lays it down 
that our Brigades form an integral 
part of the Spanish People’s Army. 

We have always asked for thia 
and have always affirmed it. We 
have come here with one single 
purpose: to defend the liberty and 
independence of Spain. We have 
always obeyed the orders of the 
Government and its General Staff. 
We only ask for the honour of 
serving the common cause of li- 
berty on the same terms as the 
Spanish fighters, 

A regular army and a unified 
command: these are the essential 
conditions for victory in the armed 
struggle against fascism. 

Because of this we receive witt 
enthusiasm all those measures it 



ves to swell the ranks of the Bri- 
gades, to train them and send 
them to the Brigades as circums- 
tances demand. Once the recruits 
are incorporated in the Brigades 
they will cease to be subordinate 
to the Base whenever the Brigades 
are tactically subordinate to the 
corresponding military commands 
and will constitute administrative 
units in an analogous manner to 
the other Mixed Brigades in the 
Army. 

Nevertheless the International 
Brigades will depend on their Base 
for the following: 

a) In addition to their reports 
tp their own military commanders, 
the Brigades will report to the 
Base all their movements from 
one place to another, their losses, 
leaves granted for the interior of 
Spain and in general all that sup- 
poses a change of any importance 
in the life of the Brigades. 



b) Petitions for leave abroad 
will be noted by the Brigade Com- 
manders and forwarded to the 
Base. In no case will the applicant 
be authorised to absent himself 
from the ranks of his unit before 
the leave has been granted. 

c) All proposals for promotion 
to whatever rank, beginning with 
promotion from corporal to ser- 
geant, will be forwarded to the 

i 

Base by the Brigade Commanders. 

d ) When any Brigade has a 
soldier who, after previous med- 
ical examination in the Unit, is 
declared to be presumed unfit, 
the Brigade, without removing 
him from its list of effectives, will 
send him, to the Base where his 
case will receive final medical 
examination. When his unfitness 
is confirmed this will be commun- 
icated to the Brigade so that the 
latter can remove him from the 
list of effectives. In cases were 
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be Decree which tend to make 
ur Brigades more and more in- 
cgral parts of the Spanish Peo- 
le’s Army. 

The needs of the first days, the 
ck of organisation which still 
xisted at that time, made it ne- 
rssary to have a rather special 
rganisation of our services. 

Now our army has developed. 
J1 our services function remar- 
ably well and all the services of 
he International Brigades should 
c organised on the basis of the 
ervices of the Regular Spanish 
rmy. 

Our postal, supply and medical 
ervices should therefore form an 
itegral part of the respective 
panish services. 

As a token of the services ren- 
crcd by the Brigades the Decree 
;rants the recognition of some ad- 
antages to the combattants. This 
s the significance of the points 
uheerning the nomination of offi- 



cers and the International Volun- 
teer’s right to 13 days’ leave ab- 
road for every 6 months’ service 
at the front. 

The last point in the Decree, 
which lays it down that all the 
volunteers enroll until the end of 
the war, emphasises even more 
strongly that our Brigades are 
not formed cf mercenaries, but of 
volunteers ready to fight to the 
finish to secure the defeat of Spa- 
nish and international fascism. 

They are fighters who know all 
the hardships of the struggle and 
who never flinch and never will 
flinch before the fascist butchers, 
cither in their own countries or 
in the trenches of freedom. 

Victory or death is their slo- 
gan,- just as it is the slogan of all 
the Spaniards. 

gali.o 

Commissar Inspector of the 
International Brigades. 



a 



unfitness is not confirmed the 
person concerned will return to 
his Unit. 

e ) The Brigades should send 
to the Base all particulare state- 
ments and reports for which thev 
are asked. 

7. In addition to the organs 
necessary to execute the above 
functions, the Base of the Intern- 
ational Brigades will have the or- 
gans corresponding to the follo- 
wing: 

aj To collecting and distribut- 
ing among the Brigades all the 
gifts which international solidarity 
may send expressly to the Briga- 
des. 

bi To take the first steps in 
matters of pensions for death or 
incapacity, collecting the docu- 
ments and antecedents demanded 
by the legislation in force and 
then forwarding them to this Mi- 
nistry for decision. 



c > To forward to this Ministry, 
after investigating them, the peti- 
tions for permission to leave Spa- 
nish territory made by members 
of the International Brigades 
of whatever rank. 

d) To report to the Ministry 
on the incorporation of recruits 
and their departure for the Bri- 
gades. 

e) To keep a file which will 
contain all the relevant particulars 
concerning the members of the 
Brigades, 

fi To propose the formation, 
and when necessary to undertake 
the direction of centres for re- 
education necessary for members 
of the Brigades who stand in need 
of this as a result of injuries re- 
ceived on war service. 

g ) To propose the formation, 
and when necessary to undertake 
the direction of rest homes ir. 
which those combattants who ha- 



ve their families abroad, and who 
have no residence here, can spend 
their leave in Spain. 

8. In no case will the Base in- 
tervene in the functioning of the 
Supply and Medical Services relat- 
ing to the International Brigad- 
es. The Brigades will make use 
of the general services of the Ar- 
my in the same way as the other 
Mixed Brigades. Nevertheless on 
the basis of a proposition which 
the Base will make to this Mi- 
nistry, the General Medical Ins- 
pectorate will be able to organise, 
under the Inspectorate's control, 
the installation of special hospit- 
als with the qualified staff and 
assitants necessary for the wound- 
ed and convalescent members of 



the International Brigades who 
are in need of lengthy hospital 
treatment. Entrance to the said 
hospitals will be regulated at all 
times by the General Medical Ins- 
pectorate. 

9. The relation between this 
Ministry and the Base of the In- 
ternational Brigades will be effect- 
ed through the Foreigner’s Bu- 
reau, attached to the Section of 
Services of the Undersecretariat 
of the Army. 

10. ' The International Brigades 
will be formed of Spanish and 
foreign volunteers. Nevertheless 
this Ministry reserves the right 
to send directly to the Brigades 
the soldiers, non-commissioned 
and commissioned officers, and 
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ted will receive the correspond- 
ing rank of sergeant, officer or 
commander of the I. ternationa 1 
Brigades, and when the present 
campaign is ended they will cons- 
titute the permanent command- 
ing cadres in the said Units. 
The sergeants, officers and com- 
manders of the Internationa) Bri- 
gades cannot be sent outside the- 
se Units. They can be isolated, ex- 
pelled or reduced in rank for ob- 
vious incompetence or impropriety 
in the execution of their duty, af- 
ter a report has been made by the 
Commander of the corresponding 
Brigade and by the Commander 
of the Base. 

13. The other 50 */t of the va- 
cancies of sergeants, officers and 
commanders will be filled with 
men sent directly by the Minis- 
try of Defence, from among those 
who arc already recognised in 
those posts in the Army. These 
men will remain subject as far 
as promotions are concerned to 
the general existing norms in the 
matter of recompenses. 



The commanders, officers and 
sergeants who desire to be sent 
into the International Brigades 
should send in the appropriate ap- 
plication to the Personnel Section 
of the Undersccrctariat of the 
Army. 

14. Soldiers, non-corfimlssion^d 
and commissioned officers and 
commanders, both Spanish and 
foreign, belonging to the Interna- 
tional Brigades will in eases of 
incapacity or death have the same 
rights as those in the rest of the 
Army. 

15. All members of the Bri- 
gades will have the right to thir- 
teen days leave for every six 
months at the front, always pro- 
viding that the necessities of ser- 
vice permit it and providing that 
the conduct of the soldiers con- 
cerned make them deserving of 
this in the Commander's opinion. 
For this purpose Ihe correspond- 
ing turns, two a month, will be 
fixed in each Brigade, so that 
each month leaves can be begun 
once they have been passed in rc- 



1 iCI l!,\l)i;>!lir in liif Irniclu's, Com in;t rnlrr Merit, .\ n;i rchist , with Com* 

man der "Ca in pc si no", Communist , 



. iiruuliTs whom it deems dr* 
mle. The personnel at the 
. • will consist preferably of 
mbers of the Brigades who arc 
t for service at the front.. 

: in any case it will be jndi.s- 
j' leiblo for the members of the 
p v: onnel to have been at the 
' r. >rit for the minimum period of 
Mm • e months which is layed down 
in Mir decree of June 19th of this 
ye, tr f'Diario Oficial" No. 14 S>. 
The personnel of the F orcigner's 
I'mvau will be appointed by l lie 
Ministry. 

II. The foreign personnel nl 
Brigades will consist of thos^ 
v : > of their own accord present 
themselves at the Foreigner’s Bu- 
reau or before its delegates and 
who, after admission, will be sent 
to the Base for registration. 
The Spanish personnel will cons- 
ist of those who apply for admis- 
sion to the Brigades to this Mi- 
nistry. either directly if they are 
not subject to military service, m 
through the regulation channels if 
they are in the Army. The pe- 
titions will be dealt with as a mat- 
ter of urgency and in the event 
of their being answered in the 
<affirmative by this Ministry the 
order will be given for the per- 
son concerned to be removed from 
the list of the effectives of the 
Unit from which he proceeds, his 
entry at the Base of the Inter- 



national Brigades ami his imme- 
diate enrolment in the Brigades 
12. The Spanish or foregn sol- 
diers of the International Briga- 
des will fill by promotion 50 f /, 
of the v 'ranches in the Brigades 
for sergeants, officers and com- 
manders. With this object the 
Prigades, when reporting to the 
U ise that such posts arc vacant, 
will propose those members in the 
Brigades whom they regard a<: 
deserving of promotion. To pass 
from one post to another it will 
be necessary to have hold the lo- 
wer post for a minimum porio' 1 
of two months. ]f the Brigade 
does not possess sufficient person- 
nel to fill the vacancies, they will 
br filled by the nominees of othoi 
International Brigades, and in the 
event of there being none they 
will be filled by the Ministry by 
direct nominations of military 
personnel. A vacancy will not 
be considered to have been crea- 
ted except in cases of death or 
when the Base communicates that 
the jxrst is vacant through un- 
fitness, a change in post or re- 
moval from the Army. Absen- 
ces due to wounds, illness or lea- 
ve will not be considered as va- 
cancies, and when necessary the 
posts concerned will be filled tem- 
porarily by men from lower posts, 
without this supposing any pro- 
motion. Those who are promo- 
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COMHADK ALVAKRZ DEL VAVO, 
General Commissar of War. 



view by the Commissar. Those 
who wish to spend their leave 
outside Spain should apply in ad- 
vance, abiding by the decision 
which is taken. The Comman- 
der of the Base of the Interna- 
tional Brigades will communicate 
to each of the Brigades the num- 
ber of places at their dispo- 
sal in the Rc~t Homes which may 
be installed in virtue of the pro- 
visions of section (g> of the se- 
venth article of this order. 

16. The measures laid down in 
this order will be put rapidly into 
operation by the soldiers and of- 
ficers now constituting the In- 
ternational Brigades and their 
Base as they receive the appro- 
priate instructions from the For- 
eigner's Bureau of the Underse- 
cretariat of the Army. 

17. The Commanders of the 
International Brigades will send 
to the Base of the Brigades with 



all possible speed a statement of 
the leading forces, specifying their 
nationality, date of birth, date of 
entry into the International Bri- 
gades and date at which they we- 
re given their present posts, so 
that the Ministry can proceed to 
confirm them in those posts when 
il> considers this fitting. 

18. The necessarily variable 
condition of the organisation of 
the personnel constituting the Ba- 
se of the International Brigades 
makes it impossible, at least for 
the moment, to assign to it a fi- 
xed organisation. For the pur- 
pose of the review by the Com- 
missar the numerical account will 
be sent monthly to the Foreigners 
Bureau and in relation to this the 
review should be made. 

19. To those foreigners who 
have served for more than a year 
in the Army with a clear record 
and very deserving conduct a cer- 
tificate will be forwarded which 
will serve as the basis for accord- 
ing them Spanish nationality 
should they so desire. 

20. All those who voluntarily 
enter the International Brigades 
undertake to remain in them un- 
til the end of the present cam- 
paign. When this campaign is 
finished the norms will be layed 
down in accordance with which 
these Units should be organised 
in the future. 

I communicate this to Your Ex- 
cellency for your information and 
for application. 

TKIKTO 

Valencia, September 23rd, 1937. 
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ONE OF the Government's first orders. 




I. B. CELEBRATION IN 
ALBACETE 

(Cunliiiiiril front 3.] 

gades as the living expression of 
the World People's FrofTt. Comra- 
de Lampe, Political Commissar of 
the Albacete Base maintained that 
Spain was fighting for the liberty 
of all countries and the volunteers 
of ail lands who had answered her 
appeal had not come to fight as 
adventurers, but simply with the 
firm intention of crushing inter- 
national fascism finally and ut- 
terly. 

“To vnn the victory ", he said, 
“We need the closest unity of all 
Antifascists !“ 



The representatives of the Al- 
bacete People’s Front and of the 
Youth Alliance also spoke. 

At the end of the day, after this 
moving commemoration, one con- 
clusion was engraved in the minds 
of the people : 

Antifascist unity in Spain ifi tho 
strongest weapon for victory , 

Antifascist unity throughout the 
world will be the universal <j'v vc 
of fascism. 

And beneath the tricolor flag of 
the Spanish People’s Front and its 
Government, the International Bri- 
gades are in fact the purest, the 
most advanced, the most living 
and the most burning expression 
of the Worid People’s Front. 
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A TRUE PICTURE OF THE VOLUNTEERS 

FOR LIBERTY 



The I. B. Political Commissa- 
riat to form a home for the 
orphaned Spanish 
children 

On tile first anniversary of the International Bri- 
gades the Political Commissariat of Madrid has taken 
an important decision which cannot fail to have the 
happiest repercussions. In a gay and sunny spot we 
are going to make a home to receive the children of 
the Spanish comrades who have fought in our Units 
and have fallen in battle against fascism. We, the 
Volunteers for Liberty, should bring a little joy and 
happiness Into the lives of those poor little children 
whom the war has orphaned and plunged into the 
cruellest suffering. We must bring back a little life 
and hope to those children whom we want to see 
healthy and happy, for they are the Spain of tom- 
orrow. There are hundreds and hundreds of them 
asking for our care and affection, and for whose sake 
we should carry out as soon as possible the most mo- 
dest of the duties of human solidarity. It is to carry 
out this splendid work that we are again approaching 
all the soldiers of peace and freedom, and once again 
making an appeal to their generosity. 

We know that our appeal will be answered. It must 
be. Begin collections at once for ail the tiny orphans 
who are a little, as it were, our own. Help us to make 
ready without delay that fine building in which we 
shall be able to calm so much grief and distress. 

Our home will be worthy of the glorious past of 
the International Brigades, a living symbol of human 
solidarity. 

ANDRfi GKfiGOIRE 
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225 MURDERED I 20 Years of Workers' Victory | r- . * c U I 
By Fascist Bombs I Nov. 7, 1917 - Nov. 7, 1937 | r L A b H ! 



Lerida Children Killed in 
School By Air Raid 

An* official Government re- 
port Informs us that new fa- 
scist trimotors continue to at- 
tack civil populations in cities 
and towns distant from any 
battle fronts. Last week 9 fa- 
scist bombers flew over the city 
of Lerida, located more than 
150 kilometres away from the 
Aragon front and bombed and 
machine-gunned the civil po- 
pulation. Among the buildings 
demolished was a school house 
where children were at ses- 
sion. After the air raid, the bo- 
dies of fifty children were ex- 
cavated from the ruins of the 
school. The number of civilians 
dead total about 226. The au- 
thorities have not as yet com- 
pleted the totaling of those in- 
jured. 

SABOTAGE IN FASCIST 
PLANE FACTORY 

Iii the Italian Aviation fac- 
tory, Reggio Emilia, 20 wor- 
kers, all members of the Fa- 
scist Party, were arrested by 
the Mussolini government for 
acts of sabotage, it has been 
confirmed. 

The “Voce de.gli ltaliani", 
Paris antifascist Italian new- 
spaper carries the news that 
16 airplanes headed for Spain 
were forced down because of 
faulty mwchiucrv. 



E Today we celebrate the twenty years of progress of 
| Socialism in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

| During these years, we have witnessed the transform: it- 

| ion of old, backward, Czarist Russia into the great 

I Soviet land it is today — taking its place among the 

I foremost advanced nations of the world. From a land 

I of industrial backwardness it has become one of the 

I great modern industrial nations. In agriculture, the 

| age-old methods of cultivation and production have 

5 been replaced by tractors and the most modern farm 

S machinery. The old mud roads have been paved and 

| up-to-date highways now cover the nation. Endless 

| miles of railroads cross the breadth and width of 

E Soviet soil. Unity and fraternity are established for 

= all times between the peoples of the various national- 

E ities, comprising the great Union of Soviet Socialist 

= Republics. Education and culture have taken the place 

jj of ignorance and superstition. 

jj Twenty years in which the workers and peasants 

| have constantly seen tremendous improvements in their 
= working and living conditions. Everything undertaken 

= nobly and honorably carried out. Following the lead 

= of the Slakhanovities — thousands of workers and 

= peasants, day by day, increase production in iudust ry 

jj and agriculture — helping to create Socialist prosperity. 

E Twenty years of progress in the fight to maintain 

E world peace — while busily engaged in Socialist cnn- 
E st ruction — that is the record of the Soviet people and 
E its government. 

E We in Spain celebrate the twentieth anniversary nf 

E the great October Revolution in (tie midst of aur great 

E struggle against world fascism. We are righting 

E against the efforts nf international fascism to implant 

E in Spain its hloody regime of bestial terror and bar 
= barisni. We fight in the ranks of the heroic Spanish 
= I/eoples Army — with t lie full knowledge that t he [ 

§ defeat of fascism on Spanish soil will lie the victory : 

E of peace and progress throughout the world. \ 

E The Soviet people have taken sides in this struggle. ■ 

E They have seen their ships, laden with cargoes of food j 

fCnillllllii’ll MU ~. : 



LaGuardia Reelected 
Mayor of New York; 
Crushes Mahoney 
By 450,000 Votes 



As this issue goes to press, 
the news has just been flas- 
hed in that Mayor Fiorcllo 

H. LaGuardia, backed by a 
powerful labor and progres- 
sive - virtually a People’s 
Front - vote, has been swcpl 
into office for another term 
as chief executive of Hie ci- 
ty of New York. The labor 
and progressive vote swept 
the Mayor back into office 
with almost a half million 
votes to spare, swamping 
the Tammany candidate, 
Mahoney, under a vole of 

I , 50-1,0 i C 



We are still wailing an- 
xiously for news of the elec- 
tions in other large Ameri- 
can cities, notably Detroit, 
where it is virtually certain 
that several labor candida- 
te-. v hi i)e ciccred to the 

Ofv v.ouncil. 



Illllllllllt IMtll 
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LETTERS In the Name of 400,000 Auto Workers 



from 



H O M 




FROM THE SOUTH 
WALES MINERS * 
FEDERATION 



Dear Friend (Mr. Bill Morris- 
sey): Your message of salu- 
tation from the Welsh comra- 
des of the International Bri- 
gade to the miners of South 
Wales was read to my Execut- 
ive Council, and I am instruct- 
ed to reciprocate and wish the 
International Brigade every 
success and a final victory for 
the democratic forces in Spain. 

Wish all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

OLIVER HARRIS 

Genera) Secretary South 
Wales Miner’s Federation 




GENERAL OFFICES 
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September 14, 1V37 



Mr* John Roe sen 
c/o Socorro Rojo #273 
Plaza del Altozano 
Albacete, Spain 

Dear Brother Rossen: 



Cardirr Oct. 14. . 1937. 

* 

CHICAGO I*OST OF- 
FICE CLERKS SEND 
GREETINGS 

Greetings from Chicago to 
thp heroic defenders of demo- 
cracy. Wc in the states appre- 
ciate what you are doing. Car- 
ry on. and wc will assist you 
all wc can. 

A Ci IC0 1 P OK ( IIH VOO 
PONT OFFICE CIEKKK 

Sept. 2S, 1937. 

* 



Tour letter of August 23 has pleased me very much indeed* 

I am delighted to know that you are enough interested in 
your union, although in distant Spain, to remember the 
date of the Convention and to send these greetings. 

It was a great Convention. You would have been impressed 
by the militant spirit and the progressive attitude of the 
delegates. I am sure that we have established a more 
effective way of dealing with our problems and a more 
efficient structural set-up since the Milwaukee Convention. 

I know we will be able to stabilize our relationship with 
General Motors, Chryslers and other corporations in a 
satisfactory way as a result of the Convention. At the 
same time, we are ready for a vigorous campaign to organize 
Ford Motor Company. 

We have not forgotten the fight that is being waged by 
our fellow-unionists against Fascism and we want "you to 
know that we are 100% behind you in your struggle* 



V * W 4 ^ 



Fraternally yours, 




oV2 




Homer Martin 
General President 



hm/ab 
uopwa #26 
c 1 o 

AT LEAST -IWMIflfl A mrrii'ji n worker* l>i>li»iig In Hit* A. ML A., winter president'* letter 
to tme of our rtMitrntli’N Is here reproduced, Amufip (hi* Aiuerlt-dtis in Spain itr«i many nntn 
worker* who will he cheered to know l-h;tt just at* we, fn the thousands, are fighting fascism 
mi Hit* huttlificlds, tin* tiny. In the hundreds of thousand*, fighting to make fa*el«m and 

it* tin tunned hut known sponsors impossible at home. 



AND fWME CONFETTI 
FOR THE VOLUNTEER 

Dear Comrades: Congratu- 
lations un the splendid special 
anniversary number. Everybo- 
dy at - was tremendously im- 
pressed with the make-up and 
the contents. Many copies are 
being sent home by the patients 
and personnel , who feel that 
the Volunteer is one of the 
finpst publications in Spain. 

With anti-fascist greetings, 

I IC \ I N(i 1M SCI! 

Cumin? ndantr A nici'ican 
Hospitals in Spain. 

Oct. 29. 1937. 

* 

What do you think of Tut 
Volunteer ? Write in when you 



have the chince. and let us 
know. Everything goes sug- 
gestions. criticisms, contribut- 
ions - so long as the aim is 
constructive and meant to bet- 
ter our paper. And. whenever 
possible — bariing shortage of 



uur varied paper supply, or 
shortage i*f zinc for the milk- 
ing of cuts, or a shelling that 
puts our printshop's electric 
power out of commission, or 
the sudden decision of our best 
engraver to chuck his job and 



join the Peoples Army (which 
happened recently) — we’ll ma- 
ke fullest use (ff your confetti 
or your brickbats. Address all 
communications to The Vo- 
lunteer, S. R. I. Plaza del Al- 
tozano, 63 E, Albacete. 
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WILLIAM DOBBIE, BRITISH LABOUR M. P., AND FORMER 
RAILWAY WORKER, SPEAKS OVER MADRID RADIO 

this struggle and what pas- 



I am speaking from Madrid 
after an experience in Spain 
which I shall never forget. 

I attended the opening of the 
Cortes in Valencia last Friday 
and, in view of the internatio- 
nal Situation, it was indeed a 
historic meeting. I, with Ernest 
Thurtle, was attending the 
Assembly to convey to the Go- 
vernment of Spain a message 
of good will from the Labour 
movement of Great Britain. 

Dr. Negrin, the Prime Mi- 
nister, welcomed us to the Cor- 
tes. We extended our greetings 
to him and delivered our mes- 
sage, which was received by 
the Prime Minister with much 
satisfaction and has been re- 
ceived everywhere in the spirit 
in which it was sent. 

The speech of the Prime Mi- 
nister in which he emphasised 
that the Government wanted 
peace and order to develop the 
country according to the de- 
mocratic decision of the nation, 
while on the other hand they 
would resist fascist aggression 
to the last man, was received 
enthusiastically. A vote of con- 
fidence in the Government was 
moved In which conservatives, 

anarchists socialists, liberals, 

» 

communists, in fact all sections 
of the House, expressed their 
agreement and was carried 
unanimously. 

In the evening Mr. Thurtle 
and myself had the privilege of 
meeting the Prime Minister in 
his private residence. He con- 
firmed the prospect opened out 
to me that as time went on 
slowly but surely the Govern- 
ment wou'd get better in orga- 
nisation from a military stand- 
point and that the industrial 
population were playing their 
part by applying themselves to 
an Intensive organisation of 
suplies, by the opening of new 
factories and by the extension 
of existing works. It is very 
true to say that in the minds 
of the ordinary man and wo- 
man in Spain there is a great 
wondering as to why the demo- 
cratic countries of the world 
who are members of the Lea- 
gue of Nations deny to the 
Spanish Government, which is 
also a member of the League, 



the right of application of In- 
ternational Law to buy the 
things that are needed to de- 
fend the democratically elected 
Government of the country, 
while these nations stand idly 
by and watch the violation of 
all international principles by 
the fascist states who are as- 
sisting the rebels. This ques- 
tion has been put to me by 
many representative people in 
Spain. 

The Government are confi- 
dent they win win, and they 
only want to win because they 
represent the will of the peo- 
pie. 

On Saturday the House 
again met and, after a speech 
by Fasionaria, who is a depu- 
ty for the Asturias, and who 
is the wife of a miner as well 
as the daughter of a miner, 
and who respresents a district 
which has made wonderful sa- 
crifices for the ideals of the 
Government, the House ad- 
journed. 

On Sunday, there was a ter- 
rific bombardment from the air 
at Valencia. 

As I stood in that scene of 
death and desolation, and later 
on watched the clearing of the 
debris, and the taking away 
of dead and wounded civilian 
population, I wondered if there 
is no force in our great world 
Civilization that can put an end 
to acts of barbarism like this. 

In contrast to this I visit a 
war prisoners' camp where the- 
re are 1,168 prisoners. A num- 
ber of them speak English and 
they all look pretty good phy- 
sically, they all agree that they 
are treated well, and that their 
rations are as good as they 
were while in the rebels' army. 

There are no luxuries to be 
obtained in the way of food in 
Valencia and the Government 
have very wisely decided to 
ration early, so that they may 
be able to meet the exigency 
of the winter, no one is starv- 
ing, but every one is rigidly 
held to his ration. 

On Monday I proceed to Ma- 
drid. 

A year ago and then later 1 
was In this city when it seemed 



fairly probable that the rebels 
would capture it. Today I am 
confident the city Is impregna- 
ble. 

I have seen on the way from 
Valencia a change in the per- 
sonnel and morale of the sol- 
diery. While in 1936 I saw un- 
trained, unarmed men and wo- 
men defending the barricades, 
I now see well trained young 
men, well equipped with arms, 
and enthusiasm for their co- 
untry and their cause, ready to 
defend it to the last. 

I pass through the streets of 
Madrid and on through the 
section of the area which has 
been bombed and shelled so 
often, and I see people still liv- 
ing in this district. 1 pass 
through the gates of the Casa 
de Campo. This is the immedia- 
te Madrid front, a wonderful 
park, part of which the rebels 
still hold. I meet the Major, a 
young man, like most of the 
officers and 1 am impressed by 
the demonstration of comra- 
deship and trust exhibited by 
everyone toward him. 

I walked along with the of- 
ficer into some territory lately 
captured from the rebels and 
which the Government troons 
were clearing. 

I saw some gruesome sights 
which make one wonder what 
kind of people are engaged in 



siona stir their breasts. 

1 saw men and women tied 
together lying dead in circums- 
tances which made one shud- 
der. This has not terrorised the 
youth of the Spanish Govern- 
ment forces, but has made them 
say more determinedly than 
ever, the aggresion shall not 
pass this way. 

I finish my survey at 2 A. id. 
on the morning of the 6th. To- 
day by 7 A. M. I am again 
looking round and today I have 
seen the work of making and 
preparing armoured cars. 1 
have seen and talked to the 
railwaymen who are operating 
the armoured train. 

I have seen also the educa- 
tional work which is being car- 
ried on in the training schools 
of the various battalions. This 
last year hundreds of young 
men have learned to read and 
write in the army and are pre- 
paring for a nobler citizenship 
when the war is over, under a 
democratic Government than 

i 

ever has been known in Spain 
before. As I leave the railway- 
men in their armoured train 
they shout: “Salud! Long live 
the Spanish Republic!” 

This spirit can never be bro- 
ken. The Government of Spain 
has the people behind it 
I am confident they will win, 




A (J HOI' I* of women iind rhlidron leaving Llielr M ref ugio" after nn 
uir mill. Such women aud children were bombed, and 225 killed, ut 
Leri da a week ago (see story on page 1). 




4 



THE VOLUNTEER FMt LIBERTY 



MADRID POPULAR FRONT GOVERNMENT 
HONORS THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 



At a huge meeting arrang- 
ed hy the Popular Front Go- 
vernment in honor of the vol- 
unteers of the International 
Brigades, on Sunday, Octo- 
ber 31, an enthusiastic crowd 
jammed the Calderon, one of 
Madrid’s largest theaters, to 
express their gratitude toward 
the antifascists who have come 
from every part of the work! 
to join them in their fight 
against fascism. General Mia- 
ja, chief of the army of the 



center and the people's belov- 
ed defender of Madrid, presid- 
ed over the meeting. He pre- 
sented banners to the delegates 
of the various units of the In- 
ternational Brigades. 

A large hand embroidered 
silk banner, in the colors of 
the Spanish Republican flag 
with the Madrid antifascist 
emblem placed In the center 
was presented to each of the 
five International Brigades. 




THK fSTII liKKi li:uinrr. given by the Popular Front of .Madrid 

to the Anglo-American held aloft by Lieutenant Harry Poll, 

the leader of the Brigade’*. delegation to Madrid. At right, center, 
the entire delegation i** grouped around the Brigade banner and the 
hiiciller Itutlalion banner'*. At right, top. (ienerul Mlaja salute* at 
the Irriernntlofuil Brigade’* eelehrutinn. Part of the nuiltenre eau he 

men at right bottom. 
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Madrid's ancient emblem con- 
sists of a crown within which 
Isoms a hear on Its haunches 
f acted R tree, A three-pointed 
star on the lower edge of the 
cr o wn repr es ents the world's 
antifascist emblem. Each hsift 
alloh in each Brigade was gi- 
ven a pennant-Uke banner 
which was as carefully and as 
beautifully made as the larger 
one. In a d di tion, a gramopho- 
ne with records, a radio, and 
some boohs were distributed to 
va ri ous Brigade delegates- 

At the long table on the 
platform with General Mhja 
were seated Frank Ryan, c om- 
suuider of the Irish tighten 
In Spain, who has been with 
the International Brigades 
from almost their Inception and 
Artur Dorf, first Commissar 
of the first International Batt- 
alion which went into battle on 
the Madrid front during the 
dark days of last November. 
Among others at the table 
was the General Secretary of 
Madrid’s Popular Front Go- 
vernment. 

The program opened with 
the presentation by General 
Mlaja of the banners and gifts 



to the delegates of the various 
Brigades and Battalions. Each 
delegate filed past and as a 
young girl presented him with 
a banner, he was received 
with a warm hand-shake by 
the famous General. 

Unavoidable transportation 
difficulties kept fie regular 
15th Brigade delegation from 
arriving In Madrid In time to 
receive tts own s pec ia l banners 
from General Mlaja. In its 
absence, the regular Anglo- 
American delegation at Madrid 
accepted the gifts In the name 
of the 15th Brigade. Both 
banners and gifts are now on 
their way back to the Brigade, 
In the capable hands of the 
delegation of ten headed by 
Lieutenant Harry Poll. 

There was tittle speech-mak- 
ing. In its place tile generous 
MadHleflos prepared a program 
of entertainment. The musle 
hands of the 112th, 40th, and 
75th Brigades contributed their 
services to the festival. There 
were humor skits and stage 
dancing. Pretty girls sung the 
“Flamenco” as the audience 
joined in at intervals with the 
drawn-out traditional “016!” 




FRANK RYAN' 




CROWDED FACES in the balcony of the Calderon Theatre form the baekfrountl for one 
of the nu me roao pont^m and xi|ni whteh decorated the l&rce hail. "The Popular Front of 

Madrid to the People's Front of the World!” 



FASCIST PLOT 
TO GRAB FRENCH 
MOROCCO FOILED 



News from the French Mo- 
roccan zone indicates that fa- 
scist elements have provoked a 
general rebellion with inten- 
tions of wresting control of 
this, territory from France and 
establishing another fascist 
State in Africa. 

The situation In the city of 
Fez was so serious as to have 




made it necessary for the Go- 
vernment troops to march in- 
to the center of the city where 
they battled with several hun- 
dred fascists who cocupied the 
Karuylne University, using it 
as a fort. The fascists were 
finally subdued by an encir- 
cling movement of the Go- 
vernment troops. Government 
pianos were also called into ac- 
tion. 



MILITARY RULE 

The city of Medina is now 
under strict military rule fol- 
lowing tho defeat of the fa- 
scist uprising. During the fray 
30 were wounded and many 
nationalist Arabs arrested. 




The natives of Casablanca re- 
pulsed tho fascist agitators 
from Port -Lyau toy. During 
tho fight four wero reported 
killed and 22 injured. Eighty 
fascists have bt?n detained Au 
connection with the rebellion. 
Government authorities have 
taken special measures to in- 
stitute order once again. Ar- 
rests have been made la Ra- 
bat and Marraques, 
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BRITISH YOUTH AID SPAIN 

BY D. BURKE 



Defense of Madrid 



Madrid, heart of Spain, 
throbbing with fevered pulses. 

How fiercely your blood mounts, 
from heat to heat. 

Now you will never be able to sleep, 

for, if Madrid sleeps, 

she will want to wake up one day, 

And there will be no dawn. 

Don’t forget the war, Madrid; 
never forget that ahead 
the eyes of the enemy 
cast on you glances of death. 

Hawks hover in your sky 
and aim to swoop about 
your red tiled roofs, 
your streets, your brave people. 

Guard, Madrid, against 

the word, the thought, the whisper 

that In the heart of Spain 

one drop of blood dare turn to snow. 

Fountains of courage and manliness 

are yours as always. 

Boundless rivers of wonder 

have to stream through those fountains. 

Let each quarter at Its hour, 

If that evil hour should come 
— hour that shall not come — 
stand firmer than 
the strongest fortified place. 

Men like castles; 
the battlements their brows; 
huge ramparts their arms, 
gates that nobody penetrates. 

Whoever cares to look into 

the heart of Spain, let him come soon. 

Madrid is a long journey. 

Madrid knows how to defend herself 
with hands, with feet and elbows, 

Madrid can jostle and bite, 

the wrath of Madrid stands up 

straight and hard, 

by the gTeen water of the Tagus, 

in Navalperal, in Slgtienza, 

where whine bullets, bullets 

that seek to change warm blood to ice. 

Madrid, heart of Spain, 
of soil within which there Is, 
if you search for it, a great hole, 
deep, huge, overwhelming, 
like a vast gorge waiting... 

Only to give them death. 

RAFAEL. ALBERTI 



(Member of Executive Com- 
mittee, Scottish Youth Peace 
Council.) 

Comrades in Spain are alrea- 
dy very well acquainted with 
the character of the aid ren- 
dered to the Spanish people by 
the British Youth in the Inter- 
national Brigades. The inten- 
tion of this article is to deal 
with the activities of the young 
people's organisations in Bri- 
tain. 

A Youth Foodship Commit- 
tee for Spain was formed in 
October, 1936, and represented 
in it were the University La- 
bour Federation, Young Com- 
munist League, Labour League 
(i Youth, League of Nations 
Youth groups and an organisa- 
tion called the Popular Youth 
Group. This committee organi- 
sed three campaigns. 

The results of these cam- 
paigns were— the first realised 
£ 1.500 in cash and about 
£ 1.000 in food; the second 
£700 in cash and £1.000 in 
food, while £ 500 in cash and 
£ 200 in food was realised in 
the third campaign. 

The character of the activity 
indulged in called for great pa- 
tience and energy on the part 
of the members of the youth 
organisations. It was customa- 
ry to issue leaflets appealing 
for donations, to distribute 
them carefully round the wor- 
kers houses and then to con- 
duct a house to house. canvass 
on a later evening to collect 
the donations. As examples of 
what this meant, during the 
second campaign 100.000 and 
60,000 leaflets were distributed 
in tills fashion in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh respectively. 

Another form of work was 
the organising of socials and 
dances where. Instead of a cash 
payment for admission, all at- 
tending brought gifts of food. 
At such functions souvenirs 
from Spain were auctioned 
and I have seen young wor- 
kers pay as high as ten shil- 
lings for a souvenir, an Indica- 
tion of their high feeling as 
they could ill afford so much. 
Short ten to fifteen minute 
speeches on events in Spain 



were also made at these func- 
tidns. 

Film Shows mass rallies we- 
re also organised and collec- 
tions in food and cash taken 
at them. These activities con- 
tinued until July 1937 when, as 
a result of the International 
Youth meeting at Paris, the 
youth organisations in Britain 
conducted a much more serious 
and wider discussion on how 
to aid the Spanish people. 

It was considered that the 
main task confronting youth 
was to increase the number of 
youth organisations actively 
conducting aid for Spain, and 
that the Foodship Committee 
was too much confined to the 
"left'* organisations. 

The movement to broaden 
out was facilitated by a deci- 
sion of the British Youth Peace 
Assembly against non - inter- 
vention and supporting the 
claims of the People's Govern- 
ment of Spain. After a discus- 
sion between the organisations 
concerned it was agreed that 
the Foodship Committee should 
become a special sub-commit- 
tee of the B. Y. P. A. and that 
all the organisations affiliated 
to the B. Y. P. A. should be 
encouraged to participate in 
the work of the sub-committee. 

Under the leadership of the 
B. Y. P. A. the movement to 
aid Spain has been much broa- 
der and more successful. Sup- 
port is now being given to the 
activity by new organisations 
such as the National Council 
of Girls Clubs, Congregatio- 
nal Church Union, Methodist 
Church Youth (both the latter 
being Christian youth organi- 
sations) and many others. 

The B. Y. P. A. initiated a 
campaign for 100.000 tins of 
milk (Fit for Babies) and the 
Archbishop of York, Bishop of 
Bristol, Sir Walter Layton, Sir 
A. Salter, Lord Cecil, Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps M. P., Duchess of 
Athol, and many others have 
donated cases of milk to the 
fund. 

A loud-speaker van toured 
Great Britain organising mass 
rallies and street collections of 
money and tins of milk. The 
10th. to the 17th. October was 
declared a special Self Denial 
Week In aid of the children of 



Spain and during this week 
the youth throughout Britain 
denied themselves little luxu- 
ries and organised collections 
among their friends. The col- 
lections were sealed in Special 
envelopes and handed over to 
the B. Y. P. A. The figures for 
this campaign are not yet on 
hand but the organisers are 



confident that they will reach 
the objective set. 

Attention is now being di- 
rected to organising the work 
on more regular and consistent 
lines so as to ensure regular 
aid to the Spanish people. At 
some future date I hope to be 
able to give a further report of 
our successes In this respect 




hum 
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THE SOVIET UNION 
I 20 YEARS OLD TODAY 

t 

| (Continued from page I.) 
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THE SOVIET ARMY PARADES IN THE RED SQUARE 



and supplies, sunk by the pirate fleets of International 
fascism. But still their aid continues unabated. The 
solidarity of the Soviet people and their represntutlves, 
who championed our cause at Geneva, will never be 
forgotten. The Soviet people have shown by their acts 
of solidarity' and support to Spain that they justify 
the claim of Stalin who declared that "the Soviet 
people are the greatest bulwark of world peace". 

Today, In paying homage to the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, we must learn from their successes. 
The best tribute we can offer to the Soviet Union Is 
the building of an unbreakable anti-fascist unity. The 
unity which Is expressed in the Peoples Front — the 
weapon which guarantees our coming victory. A year 
ago today Madrid was saved from the fascist invaders 
because the people were united. This unity must now 
be made stronger than ever. Unity among the armed 
forces, unity in the rearguard. United support of thr 
Peoples Front government. This rs the road which will 
lead b great triumphs of the Peoples ■ Front in all of 
Spain. 

Long live the great Soviet people and their leader, 
Stalin : 

Long live the heroic Spanish people and the Peoples 
Front which is leading us to victory I 




iiiiiiiiiiitminiiiiiiiimimiiiiMmiiiiimimmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiMMiimmtnfmimiiiitiMiimimHHiiMHMMiw 






ft 



THE VOUnnXB FOB liberty 



FASCISTS CLOSE DOWN MORE SCHOOLS 
AS LOYAL SPAIN OPENS NEW ONES 



The so-called "Bulletin of 
State", published in Burgos, on 
September 5th, contained a de- 
cree by virtue of which the fo- 
1 lowing national and elementa- 
ry schools were to be closed 
as from October 1st.: Astorga, 
La Toja, La Estrada, Bujeda, 
Soria, Priego, Tudela, Trujillo, 
Carmona, Cazaila, Cervera del 
Kio Alhama, Olivas, Fregenal 
de la Sierra, Guernica, Haro, 
Cinca, La Robla, Medina del 
Campo. Medina de Rioseco, Mi- 
randa de Ebro, Nerva, Pefta- 
ramla, Portugalete, Reinosa, 
Sanlucar de Barrameda, San- 
to fia, Tafalla, Toro, Utrera, 
Vtflez Malaga. and Villanueva 
de Lugo. 

The closing was ordered of 
the School Institutes of Sevi- 
lle and Malaga. 



In the preamble of the de- 
cree it is stated that as the 
war is costing a lot of money 
and that as expenses of a ci- 
vil nature must therefore be 
reduced, it was thought advi- 
sable to enforce these cuts in 
the department of education, 

EDUCATION' ON THIS SIDE 

Almost on the same day the- 
re appeared in the "Gaceta de 
la Republica” a decree calling 
for the establishment in Barce- 
lona, Valencia, and Madrid of 
six-monthly courses of intensi- 
ve preparation in subjects of 
general education. 

In the same number of "Ga- 
ceta” there were two other 
decrees of an analagous ten- 
dency. 



In the midst of a civil and 
international struggle, at a ti- 
me when it is defending its 
territory inch by inch against 
international traitors and fo- 
reign invaders, the Republic 
does not for a moment neglect 
educational problems. Schools 
are run for the soldiers on all 
the fronts. The moment a new 
village is captured, teachers are 
sent and school buildings are 
restored. Not one single edu- 
cational establishment bas been 
closed; on the contrary, many 
new ones have been opened. 
For the Republic knows that 
tattles are won not only by for- 
ce of arms, but equally by awa- 
kening ideas and sowing kno- 
wledge in the brains of the yo- 
ung and the illiterate. The new 
generation, whose initiation to 
life has been accompanied by 
the roar of battles and the so- 
und of bombs, will be grave 
and firm. They will look at li- 
fe not as a sport, but as a 
mission of obligations. They 
will know the full meaning of 
the words “duty” and "res- 
ponsibility”, which the frivoli- 
ty of the later days of the mo- 
narchy and of the dictatorship 
had deprived of all their va- 
lue... 



FASCIST CI’LIT UE 

On the 12th of October of 
last year, the day known as 
the “Festival of the Race", Ge- 
neral Millan Astray stood on 
l he steps of the University of 
Salamanca and cried: "Down 
with Intelligence!" Yes. The 
Fascists hate intellect. They 
hate books and science. They 
hate the universities and the 
kindergartens, where the tiny 
children being to understand 
the things around them. They 
hate cveryhing connected with 
reflection, meditation, criti- 
cism, logic. Their ideal is a 
people held in ignorance and 
slavery, downtrodden and su- 
perstitious. 

They close institutes. They 
suppress schools. And the num- 
ber of gaming-houses and ta- 
verns is greater than ever... 
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Original Goya Plates 
Being Reprinted 

The Calcographic Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation and Fine Arts in Ma- 
drid is engaged in reprinting 
two of Goya’s scries of plates. 
They have collected the origi- 
nal plates of the ‘Desastres de 
la Guerra* (Disasters of Wan 
and of ‘Tauromaquia’ ( Bull 
Fighting). The plates arc 
steelrfaced. An edition is being 
made of five prints on Anti- 
que Japanese paper, fifteen on 
imperial Japanese paper and 
130 on arches paper. These 150 
prints will be for sale. It is 
probably the last edition which 
will be taken off the original 
plates. They have not been re- 
printed for a long time. The 
first complete edition of the 
Disasters of War was printed 
in 1863, and Goya died in 1828, 
ho there was never a complete 
edition printed in his life-time. 



NEXT WEEK: 

"NO AXE TO GRIND” 

By 

DOROTHY PARKER 

Read What One of Ame- 
rica ’s Outstanding Sati- 
rists Has to Say About 
Spain After A Recent 
Stay Here. 
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MADRID CELEBRATES DOUBLE ANNIVERSARY 



For the past two weeks the 
population of Madrid has been 
celebrating a double annivers- 
ary: that of its own year of 
the glorious defense of Madrid, 
and the 20th year of the suc- 
cesses of Socialism in the So- 
viet Union. 

A year ago November 7, 
Franco was waiting on his 
white horse at the gates of Ma- 
drid to gallop into the city, 
and, as he boasted, was prepar- 
ed to "drink coffee and cognac 
in the Puerta del Sol”. 

November 7, 1917, 20 years 
ago, the masses of oppressed 
Russian people rose up and 
once and for all seized the 
reins of power. The coincidence 
that these two dates of the 
Spanish and Russian people's 
historic battles in defense of 
their liberties is considered 
very significant to ail organiz- 
ations of political, trade union, 
military, or social importance 
in Madrid. Each have contri- 
buted in one way or another 
to the widespread enthusiasm 
in the celebration of the halt- 
ing of fascism at Madrid’s 
doorsteps and to the general 
tribute paid to the Soviet 
Union. Many festivities were 
conducted by these organiz- 
ations, including dancing, meet- 
ings, parties and the showing 
of Soviet films such as “Cha- 
payev”, etc. 

IN FESTIVE MOOD 

The thousands of banners 
and decorations that adorn th« 
buildings and streets have gi- 
ven Madrid an unusally color- 
ful appearance. On the huge 



red streamers that are strung 
across the main streets, in- 
scribed in large white letters, 
are slogans of honor and grat- 
itude to the heroic antifascist 
fighters of Madrid, of Spain, 
and of the world united anti- 
fascist front as represented by 
the International Brigades. 
From almost all the poles 
along the borders of the side- 
walk, in the centers of the 
main streets, and along the 
sides of the broad Madrid 



paseos wave Republican: flags 
and Red flags with the ham- 
mer cyid sickle in white. Pic- 
tures of the people’s leaders 
— Negrin, General Miaja, Aza- 
fia, Diaz, M Pasionaria'\ Lister, 
"Campesino”, and others — are 
seen between the two flags. A 
large red star is often the 
background of these pictures. 
Children can be seen with red 
star emblems on their lapel. 
7716 emblems bear a salutation 
to the Soviet people. 



In both sides of the three 
arches of the huge arched 
structure that stands on the 
square of the Plaza de la In- 
dependence, the loyal Madri- 
leflos have conspicuously ar- 
ranged large portraits of So- 
viet leaders. On one side facing 
the Puerta del Sol are the pic- 
tures of Stalin, Voroshilov and 
Litvinov. On the opposite side 
are the portraits of Lenin, Ka- 
linin and Molotov. 

^Continued mi pngr R.\ 




MADRID'S FAMOUS ARCH on the Plain de i« Independence, once a gate to Madrid, erected in 1778, which still bears the 
scars of Napoleon's cannon-fire of the “Dn«de Mayo*' of 1808. Here li Is as f\ appeared on November 7, when all of Loyal 

Spain celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Russian Revolution. 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



IRISH VOLUNTEERS IN SPAIN 



The story of the Irish In this 
War antedates the Internatio- 
nai Brigades. To Bill Scott, 
whose father soldiered in Ja- 
mes Connolly's Citizen Army 
in the Irish Rising of 1916, 
falls the honor of being the 
first Irish fighter in Spain. He 
was with a Catalan column on 
the Aragon Front, some weeks 
before the International Briga- 
des were fonr.«ed. Incidentally, 
he never reached the Irish 
Unit. From the Thaelmann 
Battalion he went to Manga- 
da’s Brigades and was even- 
tually invalided home, woun- 
ded. Other Irishmen fought in 
the Dumont and Thaelmann 
Battalions. Tommy Patton of 
Mayo and Bill Barry, late of 
Melbourne and formerly of 
Dublin, fell in action at Boa- 
dilla del Monte, early in De- 
cember. 

The first, large contingent of 
Irish arrived at the Base in the 
middle of December, and were 
in action a week later with the 
XIV Brigade at Cordoba, and 
later at Madrid. At the end of 
January the survivors of all 
these formations were drafted 
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into the XV Brigade which had 
just been formed. 

The Irish Unit was repre- 
sentative of all Ireland. Belfast 
and Derry sent their sons as 
well as Dublin and Cork, for 
the antifascist cause bridged 
Partition. All parties and pro- 
fessions were represented. Com- 
munist. Socialist Labour Par- 
ty members and Republicans; 
dock-workers and teachers, 
farm-labourers and city-clerks. 
Their Commander was Frank 
Ryan, Irish Republican Army 
veteran, and a leader of the 
Left Wing Republican and La- 
bour movement in Ireland. 

They came primarily to fight 
Fascism, enemy not merely of 
the people of Spain but of li- 
berty and progress the world 
over. They had added incentive 
in that a careerist ex-General, 
discredited in Ireland, had in- 
duced a body of Irishman to 
go to fight for the traitor Ge- 
nerals, “in defence of Chris- 
tianity". Irish honor thus bes- 
mirched they would redeem. 
Irish sympathy thus misrepre- 
sented they would express 
aright. So they threw their bo- 
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dies as battle-gages into the 
conflict in Spain. 

The Undt fought in two Sec- 
tions. and at one period there 
was a Third Section. While the 
First Section was on the Ma- 
drid Front in January a Se- 
cond Section which was being 
formed at the Base was draf- 
ted to reinforce the Lincolns, 
not yet at that time at Bat- 
talion strength. Subsequently, 
a Third Section was for three 
months on the Cordoba Front 
with the 86th Brigade. 

Contrary to opinions held by 
narrow nationalists, it was 
easy and natural for Irish and 
British workers to unite in the 
common struggle against Fas- 
cism. The unity forged between 
them on the battle-fields of 
Spain will have far-reaching 
results in their respective 
countries, in days to come. It 
was fortunate and fitting too 
that military exigencies should 
have brought the Second Irish 
Section to serve with the Lin- 
coln Battalion. The Irish have 
played an important part in 
the history of America, and 
have contributed much to the 



advancement of the American 
labor movement. And, there 
were already a number of 
Irish exiles, and Irish -Ameri- 
cans and Irish-Canadians with 
the Lincoln Battalion. Paul 
Burns, Boston .-bor journalist 
and Irish Republican Congress 
leader, afterwards twice woun- 
ded in action; Michael Blaser, 
better known in New York as 
Mickey Brown (subsequently 
killed at Jarama); Patrick R. 
McLoughlin, formerly of the 
Clan na Gael in New York; 
Stuart (Paddy) O’Neill of Van- 
couver (killed at Brunete), and 
veteran Joe Kelly. 

Of the original members of 
that Second Irish Section 
which went into action with 
the Lincolns at Jarama, the 
survivors include the three Po- 
wer brothers of Waterford, 
and the three Flaherty bro- 
thers of Boston, gallant figh- 
ters all. Peter O'Connor holds 
the record for the Irishman 
who came unhurt through the 
most engagements. Dinny Hol- 
den, 56 year old soldier from 
Carlow who "deserted” so of- 
ten from the rear to the front 
lines, that he was eventually 
allowed to remain there; “Du- 
bl in’ ’ Hayes, the can ny vete - 
ran whom every Section Com- 
mande r wanted to have wi th 
him — all these and. a few 
others survive. 

Charley Donnelly, University 
student from Tyrone, young 
revolutionary poet and wor- 
king-class militant, fell a few 
yards from the Fascist tren- 
ches in that terrible charge of 
the Lincolns on February 27. 
Hugh Bonar. rugged Donegal 
fighter, and Liam Tumi Ison 
who stowed away from Bel- 
fast, and hitoh-hiked across 
Britain to “be with the boys 
in Spain"; Bill Henry, Belfast 
Socialist, a Company Com- 
mander — these and other 
Irish died in action at Jarama. 

Outstanding among the Irish 
was “Kit” Conway, 38 year old 
Tipperary fighter. He had 
fought in the I. R. A. in the 
Anglo-Irish War of 1920-21, 
and subsequently joined the 
Irish Free State Army to carry 
out revolutionary Work there. 
He had attained the rank of 
Battalion Commander before 




I'HI' I lUMIU’OM for ji picture. Above in n ft'" 11 )* Irinli lighter- in l lie Lincoln Bof tnliuu, token while Lincolns were holding 
their long trench. vigil on the Jarauia front. A number of lliene Iriah romriiih-s are now dead. 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR IJBERTY 



LETTER FROM SPAIN 

ADDRESSED TO ALABAMA 

Lincoln Battalion, 
International Brlpdei, 
November Something, 1937. 

Dear Brother at home: 

We captured a wounded Moor today. 

He was just as dark as me, 

I said, Boy, what you been doin' here 
Flghtin' against the free? 

He answered something in a language 
I couldn't understand. 

But somebody told me he was sayln’ 

They nabbed him in bis land 

And made him join the fascist army 
And come across to Spain. 

And he said be had a feelin’ 

He'd never get back home again. 

He said he had a feelin' 

This whole thing wasn’t right. 

He said he didn't know 
The. folks he had to fight. 

And as he lay there dying 
In a village we had taken, 

I looked across to Africa 
And seed foundations shaldn’. 

Cause if a free Spain wins this war, 

The colonies, too, are free — 

Then something wonderful' 1 1 happen 
To them Moors as dark as me, 

I said, I guess that's why old England 
And I reckon Italy, too, 

Is afraid to let a workers' Spain 
Be too good to me and you — 

Cause they got slaves In Africa — 

And they don't want' etn to be free. 

Listen, Moorish prisoner, hell! 

Here, shake hands with me/ 

I knelt down there beside him, 

And I took bis hand — 

But the wounded Moor was dyin* 

And he didn't understand. 

Salnd, 

Johnny 

LANGSTON HUGHB8 



his activities were discovered 
and his resignation demanded. 
After a brief period in emigra- 
tion in the' United States, he 
returned to become one of the 
militants in the Communist 
Party of Ireland. He was in 
command of the First Irish 
Section at Cordoba in Decem- 
ber, at Majadahonda in Janua- 
ry, at Jar am a in February. He 
was a competent leader, coura- 
geous almost to the point of 
recklessness. More than once, 
he exposed himself unduly in 
action to encourage some 
youngster whose nerve was 
wilting under a baptism of fire. 
The Irish suffered their grea- 
test loss when "Kit” died of 
wounds received while direct- 
ing the defence of Pfcigarron 
Hill on February 12. 

Among other Irishmen who 
died there in those first days 
of the Fascist offensive was 
Rev. R. M. Hilliard, the "Bo- 
xing Pa/rson” from Killamey 
who handled a rifle in the 
ranks until the gunners of a 
Fascist tank hit him at point- 
blank range. 

Frank Edwards, school-tea- 
cher dismissed by the Catholic 
Bishop of Waterford for wor- 
king-class activities, was woun- 
ded in the side by shrapnel at 
Las Rozas in January. He wal- 
ked two hundred yards back, 
called for a stretcher for ano- 
ther wounded comrade, and 
collapsed from loss of blood. 
Two months later, he was one 
of the Third Irish Section on 
the Cordoba Front. Here on 
one occasion, he and Joe 
Monks of Dublin remained 
alone in a position to face and 
break a charge of Moors by 
slinging grenades into their 
ranks. Jack N&lty, Dublin rank 
and file leader and noted athle- 
te, had one arm smashed and 
was wounded in the other and 
In the chest at Lop6ra in De- 
cember. He walked unaided 
three kilos back to a dressing 
station, and recovered to fight 
again through the Jarama 
campaign. 

The Irish also played their 
part in the great Brunetc of- 
fensive in July. Among the 
prominent comrades who fell 
during this month were Mi- 
chael Kelly, young London- 
Irieh leader and William Beat- 

i 

tie and William. Laughlin, two 
workers, of different creeds, 
who at one time had been in 
opposing sectarian factions In 



their native Belfast, until the 
common exploitation of the 
working-class showed them 
the road to working class-uni- 
ty, and eventually to the front 
lines of the fight against Fas- 
cism. Here too died Bill Davis 
whose clenched fist shot up in 
salute as a machine-gun rid- 
dled him at the storming of 



Villanueva de la Canada. 

Paddy Duff of Dublin, Ma- 
chine-gun Commander, saved 
his own Ufe and that of stret- 
cher-bearers at Brunete, when 
— wounded in the leg — he rol- 
led into a shell-hole, and ye- 
lled the First Aid men back 
out of the zone of hurtling 
steel. Not even Tom Jooes of 
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Wexford devil-dare leader of 

r 

the First Aid Section, who 
ever insisted on dressing a 
wounded mam where he fell, 
dared disobey Duff's command! 
At Villanueva, too Paddy Mur- 
phy's chivalry almost cost him 
his life, when he tried to save 
women and children whom the 
Fascists were driving before 
them as cover in a sortie. 

Death took its toll again in 
the victorious Aragon offensi- 
ve in August. Among those 
who fell at Belchite was Jim 
Woulff of Limerick, killed by 
a grenade at the very moment 
the town was captured. Peter 
Daly, I. R. A. veteran from 
Wexford, wounded in the An- 
glo-Irish war, wounded at Ja- 
rama in February, wounded 
again at Cordoba in April, rose 
from the ranks, promoted for 
bravery in the field f until he 
attained the rank of Battalion 
Commander. He was the ideal 
working-class officer whose 
comradeship with his men did 
not lessen his command over 
them. He fell at the head of 
his Battalion at the storming 
of Purburell Hill, on the Ara- 
gon Front, on August 26. Not 
since the death of "Kit” Con- 
way, who was of the same 
stamp, did the Irish Unit suf- 
fer suoh a heavy blow. Peter 
Daly’s comrade, Paddy O’ Dai - 
re of Donegal, still with us, 
has also won successive pro- 
motions for bravery and lea- 
dership in battle. He is now a 
Battalion Commander. With 
himothers of the original Irish 
Unit survive. Thus, after al- 
most a year’s war in Spain 
“The Irish still remain”. And 
the gaps are being filled. New 
recruits arrive — veterans and 
youths, men of different, and 
differing parties — here uni- 
ted in the common struggle. 

Irish Fascist intervention in 
Spain ignominious ly collapsed 
when the duped Catholic rank 
and file revolted on discover- 
ing that they were fighting not 
for Christianity but for F^as- 
cisxn. The Irish In the Inter- 
national Brigades remain — for 
they fight for the same cause 
for which they fought at home, 
for the overthrow of the enemy 
which is attempting to ensla- 
ve hot only the people of Spain 
but the whole human race. And 
so while there Is an Interna- 
tional Brigade there will be 
Irish fighters in Spaiin. 

C. Q. 





SHELL-SCARREDi A photograph taken of the world-mtuuned Cy boles Kiatue 
in 'Madrid, ju«t after fascist shells had mutilated the jaws of one of the 

guawlinn lions. 
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I want to say first that I 
came to Spain without my axe 
to grind. I didn't bring mes- 
sages from anybody, nor greet- 
ings to anybody. I am not a 
member of any political par- 
ty. The only group I have ever 
been affiliated with is that not 
especially brave little band 
that hid its nakedness of heart 
and mind under the out of 
date garment of a sense of 
humour. I heard someone say, 
and so I said it too, that ri- 
dicule is the most effective 
weapon, I don't suppose I ever 
really believed it, but it was 
easy and comforting, and so 
I said it. Well, now I know. 
I know that there are thirds 
that never have been funny, 
and never will be. And I know 
ihat ridicule may be a shield, 
but it is not a weapon. 

I was puzzled, as you may 
have been, about Spain. I read 
in our larger newspapers that 



here was a civil war, with the 
opposing factions neatly divi- 
ded into reds and whites — re- 
ther as if they were chessmen. 
Even I could figure out that 
there is something not quite 
right when Moors are emplo- 
yed to defend Christianity. 
Since I have been here, I have 
heard what the people In the 
streets say. Not many of them 
call it the “war". They speak 
of it as the “invasion". Theirs 
is the better word. 

There cannot be, in all the 
world, any place like the city 
of Madrid today. It has boon 
under siege for nearly a year. 
You read about besieged cities 
in medieval days and you say, 
how awful things must have 
been, thank goodness they 
don't happen now. It has hap- 
pened in Madrid and it goes 
on happening. In a city as 
big and as beautiful and as 
modern as Washington, p. C. 



The dispatches say that the- 
re is not much doing on the 
Madrid front now — there is ve- 
ry little activity. It is what is 
called a lull. But all day long 
you hear the guns, the dull 
boom of the big guns and the 
irritable cackle of machine- 
guns. And you know that 
gunners no longer need to sho- 
ot just for practice. When there 
is firing, that means there is 
blood and blindness and death. 

And the streets are crowded, 
and the shops are open, and 
the people go about their dai- 
ly living. It isn't tense and it 
isn’t hysterical. What they ha- 
ve is not morale, which is some- 
thing created and bolstered and 
directed. It is the sure steady 
spirit of those who know what 
the fight is about and who 
know that they must win. 

In spite of all the evacuat- 
ion, there are still nea/ly a mill- 
ion people here. Some of them 
— you may be like that, your- 
self — won't leave their homes 
and their possessions, all the 
things they have gathered to- 
gether through the years. They 
are not at all dramatic about 
it. It la simply that anything 
else than the life they have 
made for themselves is incon- 
ceivableto them. 

Yesterday I 
saw a woman 
who lives in the 
poorest quarter 
of Madrid. It 
has been bom- 
bed twice by the 
Fascists; her 
house La one of 
the few left 
standing. She 
has seven chil- 
dren. It has of- 
ten been sug- 



gested to her 
that she and 
the children 
leave Madrid 
for a safer pla- 
ce. She dismis- 
ses such ideas 
easily and firm- 
ly. Every six 
weeks, she says, 
her husband 
has 48 hours lea- 
ve from the 
front. Naturally, 
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he wants to come home to see ; 
her and the children., , She, and ’ 
each one of the seven, are calm ] 
and strong and smiling. It la } 
a typical Madrid family. ! 

There are fifty thousand ba- 
bies still here. All food is scar- 
ce, and dairy products are al- J 
most memories. But the Repu- 
blican Government, all over j 
the city, has stations where a ] 
mother may get milk and eggs 
and cereals for her baby, re- ? 
gularly without delay. If she 
has any money, she may buy 
them at cost. If she hasn't any 
she is given ihem. Doctors say 
that the litue children of Ma- 
drid are better nourished than 
they ever were in the old days. 

The bigger children play in 
the streets. Just as happily and 
just as noisily as the children 
in America. That is, they play 
after school hours. For during 
siege and under shell fire, edu- 
cation in Republican Spain 
goes on. I do not know where 
you can see a finer thing. 

Six years ago, when the r'- 
yal romp, Alphonso, left his 
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racing cars and his racing stab- 
les and also left, by popular 
request, his country, there re- 
mained twenty - eight million 
people. Of them, twelve million 
were completely illiterate. It 
is said that Alphonso himself 
had been taught to read and 
write, but he had not troubled 
to bend the accomplishments 
to the reading of statistics nor 
the signing of appropiations 
for schools. 

Six years ago, almost half 
the population of this country 
was illiterate. The first thing 
that the Republican Governm- 
ent did was to recognise this 
hunger, the starvation of the 
people for education. Now the- 
re are schools even in the tini- 
est, poorest villages; more 
schools in a year than ever 
were in all the years of the 
reigning kings. And still more 
are being established every 
day. I have seen a city bombed 
by night, and the next morning 
the people rose and went on 
with the completion of their 
schools. Here in Madrid, as well 



as in Valencia, a workers' In- 
stitute is open. It is a college, 
but not & college where rich 
young men may go to make 
friends with other rich young 
men who may be valuable to 
them in business with them 
later. It is a college where 
workers, forced to start as 
children In fields and factories, 
may study to be teachers or 
doctors or lawyers or scient- 
ists, according to their gifts. 
Their intensive university cour- 
se takes two years. And whi- 
le they are studying, the Go- 
vernment pays thei r families 
the money they would have 
been earning. 

In the schools for young 
children, there is none of the 
dread thing you have heard so 
much about — depersonalisat- 
ion. Each child has, at the Go- 
vernment’s expense, an educat- 
ion as modern and personal afc 
a privileged American school 
child has at an accredited pro- 
gressive school. What the Span- 
ish Republican Government has 
done for education would be 
a magnificent achievement, 
even in days of peace, when 
money is easy and supplies are 
endless. But these people are 
doing it under fire,,. 




'r worker’* home on the ouukirl* of the city, juit after a 



The Govern- 
ment takes ca- 
re, too, of the 
unfortunates of 
war. There are 
a million refu- 
gee children in 
Spain. A mil. 
lion is an easy 
number to say. 
But how can 
you grasp 
what it means ? 
Three hundred 
thousand of 
them are in the 
homes of fami- 
lies and seven 
hundred thous- 
and are in chil- 
dren’s, colonies. 
When it can, 
the Government 
wants to Ha- 
ve all in colo- 
nies. I hope tha 
will happen, be- 
cause I ha- 
ve seen some 




STAY INC Cl.OSii to the rrfugio, thene women and children ore fearful to venture 
back to their homes ugaiu lest another fnpeist air-raid bring them the same (error 
and death and destruction (hut they have just witnessed and escaped. 



of the colonies. There is no 
dreadful orphan asylum qua- 
lity about them. I never saw 
finer children — - free and grow- 
ing and happy. One colony was 
in a seaside resort, near Va- 
lencia. There were sixty chil- 
dren, from four to fourteen, 
who had been going to a school 
in Madrid. And the Fascist pla- 
nes had bombed the school... 

It was amazing to see how 
many of these children could 
draw and draw well — and it 
was heartening to see how 
their talent was encouraged by 
the teachers. When they first 
came to the colony, the chil- 
dren drew the things that we- 
re nearest and deepest to them 
- - they drew planes and burst- 
ing bombs and houses in fla- 
mes. You could see by the 
dreadful perfection of detail, 
how well they knew their sub- 
jects. Now they are drawing 
flowers and apples and sail 
boats and little houses with 



smoke coming out of the chim- 
neys. They are well children 
now. 

And in Valencia, a few mi- 
les away, the Fascist planes 
come over and the bombs drop, 
and so there will be more chil- 
dren who will draw planes and 
flames and fragments of bod- 
ies blown in the air. That is 
if there are any children left.. 

NO FUNNY STORIES 

I can't get any pleasing va- 
riety into this talk. I can’t tell 
you amusing anecdotes of the 
boys in the trenches. I don’t 
think there are any such stor- 
ies. The men who fight for Re- 
publican Spain, the men, who 
in less than a year have come 
from a mob wearing overalls 
and carrying sticks to a for- 
midable disciplined army, are 

(Continuril oil |utgr B.) 
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BREAKING THE BACK OF REACTION IN NEVADA 



Dear Comrade Editor: 

Enclosed is a copy of part of 
a letter from home, which I 
think might be of interest to 
the readers of the "Volunteer” 

In explanation, the thing 
which is of importance is that 
this territory has always been 
particularly difficult for labor 
organizations of any kind. Ne- 
vada has long been the last 
stand of the rugged individua- 
lists, having a mining industry 
which fluctuated wildly bet- 
ween bankruptcy and booms, a 
cattle and sheep-raising indus- 
try which depended as much on 
the vagaries of the market as 
on the vagaries of the wea- 
ther, and finally, a pride in the 
maintenance of the “wide-open 
West” tradition. While Boca is 
near the California state-line, 
the action described in this let- 
ter proved an opening wedge 
for the CIO and militant white- 
collar unions in Nevada. 

M. M. 

DEAR M. 

I'm starting to school on a 
shoestring. I worked part of 
the summer but didn’t make 
any dough to speak of, which 
I shall explain. 

A new dam is being built 
at Boc«, where the Little 
Truckee River meets the Tru- 
cked ahout 28 miles west of 
Reno. I went to work up there 



as a laborer about June 1, get- 
ting fifty cents an "hour for a 
forty-hour week. A cheap out- 
fit from Omaha, the Geo. Con- 
don Construction Co., was in 
charge and there to make all 
they could, no matter how. 
They docked us time when 
they moved the shovels, etc.; 
10 minutes here, 15 minutes 
there, and when Saturday af- 
ternoon rolled round they ca- 
me to you and said, "Say, you 
have three hours and 40 (minu- 
tes yet to go before you have 
your 40 hours in. Do you want 
to put it in tomorrow?” Well, 
what the hell could you say? 
You want to get paid for 40 
hours, even if you have to put 
in 45 hours over a seven-day 
spread. 

We stayed at the company's 
barracks and cookhouse, which 
cost $1,25 a day, because the- 
re was no place else to stay, 
and the company made plenty 
on that too. Some of us boys 
got tired of all this, so hear- 
ing that some of the miners 
who were drilling a diversion 
tunnel on the Job were CIO 
men, we contacted them. They 
were thinking of starting a lo- 
cal, so we said we would help 
get the ball rolling. We talked 
to almost all the men on the 
Job privately, and they were 
willing to join up with us and 
get a local started. The inevi- 
table fly in the ointment, the 
superintendent of the Job, told 
us If we organized be would 



shut the Job down. We organ- 
ized just the same. 

We sent down to Frisco and 
got an organiser up, and in 
five hours we had 90 % of the 
men on the job signed up. The- 
superintendent heard of It, ca- 
me over to see and when we 
told him we had 90 % of the 
men signed up he didn’t say 
a word. The next day at twel- 
ve noon we were informed by 
our respective bosses that we 
were all done, to get our mo- 
ney. We did, but we stayed in 
the. bunkhouses. They tried to 
have us thrown out, but we 
wouldn’t be thrown. They tried 
to scare us with the law, but 
we wouldn’t scare. We were 
orderly and well behavod, so 
the law didn’t have a thing they 
could pin on us. 

Then the blow-off. They ma- 
de a contract with the A. F. 
of L., dated it back, and ship- 
ped 67 men into the job, wi- 
thout telling them of the con- 
dition that existed. The men 
came up from Sacramento all 
prepared to work, and we were 
waiting for them. We had re- 
ceived news of their coming 
by one of the fellows that had 
heard of it at the quarantine 
station at Truckee. There were 
only 22 of us, but boy! we had 
the courage of 122. We all 
agreed to fight until we were 
carried away. When they arri- 
ved they had the sheriff and 
17 deputies as bodyguards. We 
had a picket-line which was 
our first line of defense, about 
10 guys, and then the second 
line which was composed of the 
rest of the fellows. 

The organizer had a new Fo-rd 
which be drove at about 50 in- 
to the line of oncoming cars 
bringing the new men. They 
all had to swerve and stop, and 
he very effectively tied them 
in knots. Then Red Adams, the 
president of our local, climbed 
on the top of a car and told 
the men of the condition that 
existed and how determined we 
were that they nor no one else 
was going to take our Jobs, 
and if they wanted to try It, 
we were ready. We were ar- 
med with pick handles, pieces 
of pipe, horseshoes or anyth- 
ing else we could pick up, and 
we meant business. 



After Red’s speech, a big 
fellow blurted out, ?Who’s 
going to stop me?” and char- 
ged the first line. One of our 
fellows smacked him on the 
chin with his fist,’ another hit 
him on the back of the head, 
a third kicked his feet out 
from under him — and he 
didn't come to for an hour. I 
thought sure this would start 
it, but not one of the fakers 
stepped up to give him a hand. 
The deputies all ran and got 
behind cars, despite the fact 
that they were armed, because 
the A. F, of L. fakers were 
too scattered to put up a good 
fight. The fakers /ill drew back 
and had a conference, and de- 
cided to go back to Sacramen- 
to Immediately. Of course we 
were relieved and happy that 
they had elected to do the right 
thing by us and we thanked 
them. They wished us luck and 
left. 

On Aug. 10 the company 
started negotiations with us to 
open the job again. We finally 
came to terms and got a con- 
tract for the duration of the 
job. The only catch for me was 
that I didn’t get back to work 
soon enough before school star- 
ted, but I couldn't walk out 
on the guys and find another 
job. 

I don’t know how much you 
know of the CIO, but here’s 
why I’m for It In the first 
place, the men as a body run 
the local, not the officers that 
you elect No agreement can 
be signed without the consent 
of the body as a whole. In the 
A. F. of L. the officers can 
sign any agreement for the 
men without putting it to a 
vote; consequently the officers 
can and do sell out their own 
men — the rats! In the CIO 
the initiation fee is $ 1.25 and. 
the dues are $1.25 a month, no 
matter what you are, laborer, 
dragline operator, miner, etc. 
The fakers charge all the way 
up to $1000, according to who 
you are, and the dues per 
month run from $2 on up — 
what a racket! 

We’re accused of being Reds, 
radicals, Communists, and eve- 
rything else you can think of, 
but by God. if belonging to 

(CoBtlnued »■ p«|e 8.) 
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BARCELONA NERVES 

Neither tool* nor children any longer. 

Those ways, trait*, gone and away 

That once made life a luck-game, death a stranger, 

We're golxi;; on. 

Dynamo- driven city waiting bombers, 

RoadW&ys barricade -un paved, fear 
In the torn minds, the mind remembers 
What ltte all for... 

Death means the girl's corpse warm-alive when hurled; 
Death means the retching brothels, where on black 
Death-tide, death-fear, an army of boys is carried 
To a pox-wreck. 

And life’s a matter of beating this, of breaking 

By own hardness, and a held hand, out 

From fun, frustration, fear, the waiting, the shouting, 

The hate of fate. 

Neither fools nor children, we who are joining 
(Twenty years ago I knew war’s face) 

We'n make what w'recks these others into our gaining, 
Into our choice. 

T. H. WINTRINOHAM 

September, 1996. 



LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

“ — And That Democracy 
Will Reign Again.” 

The following letter is from 
the Secretary of the Cardiff 
and District Unemployed 
Workers' Association, affilia- 
ted with the Cardiff Trades 
Council and Labour Party, to 
one of the members of the 
British Battalion of the 15th 
International Brigade. 

"Dear Comrade: Let me 

thank you most sincerely for 
the greetings you send from 
the Cardiff comrades in the 
International Brigades and 
yourself, and let me send you 
the best wishes of the mem- 
bers of our Association in re- 
turn. 

"We all realize what depends 
on the result of the war in 
which you are engaged, and 
we are all very hopeful that 
you will be successful. We rea- 
lize that should your opponents 
be victorious it would mean 
the end of the present British 
Government's opposition, and 
the weapon in their hands 
with which to beat us down. 
They would then be in the po- 
sition to force us to do the 
very things we are at present 
opposed to doing, by forcing 
us to fight to save their in- 
terests at home and abroad. 

"We also realize that unity 
among all working class orga- 
nizations is required to defeat 
the National Govt’s present 
policy. As we are at present 
— divided, ununited — we are 
only defeating ourselves and 
giving the Government the 
chances they have been want- 
ing. Were Ml organizations 
united we should be in a po- 
sition to do something in re- 
gards to the present cost of 
living, which is soaring sky- 
high — 15 per cent increase in 
three months. 

"The question of unity has 
again been brought up at the 
Labour Party conference but 
was, I am sorry to say, hea- 
vily defeated; and also one of 
the champions of the United 
front threatened with expul- 
sion from the Labour Party. 
That is the kind of thing we 



here are faced with, and until 
the rank and file change the 
Personnel, this state of affairs 
will continue. 

"On the question of non- 
intervention the opinion of the 
members is that the policy is 
a farce, done to assist the 
fascists' plans. 

“Had it been a Fascist go- 
vernment, and the people fight- 
ing for control, there would 
have been no talk of non-in- 
tervention, but help would ha- 
ve been sent quickly. 

“Well, Comrade, we are very 
glad to have heard from you 
and to know that you are al- 
right ana that Comrade M. is 
on the road to recovery. Re- 
member, we are all with you 
in your declaration that you 
are going to win and that de- 
mocracy will reign again. 

"With sincere good wishes, 
I remain, for and on behalf of 
the members of the Associa- 
tion, 

Youm fraternally, F. J. R. 
COLES . 



A Nine- Year-Old 
Writes to his Father. 

The following four letters 
are typical of a dozen or more 
written by a nine-year-old 
Birmingham boy to his father, 



fighting here, over a period of 
almost a year. When you read 
these notes try to imagine the 
lop-sided, uncertain scrawl of 
a child, with all the curious 
misspellings, and the comical 
halts. “Peter writes", his father 
explains, “very much the way 
a three-day-old colt walks." 




I kACMRRi “90. (MM) nuldirr* plus £*.000 
IrrliniriMn*. Mow mnuv llitlian nolilirm 
rluea dial oiiltfr’ 

< IIICO. “40.000 volunlerr^:” 



May nth, 1937. 

Dear father, Evry Body in 
England will be happy ofter 12 
o'clock an May the 11th it will 
be coronation day. For before 
you left England Edward VIII 
left, the ex King. The king 
who is going to be crown by 



the Archbishop of Canterbury 
will be George VI. 

The wether in England has 
bean fairly bad it has bean 
wet and mlarabul the last few 
days. All houses and streets 
and horses are trimed up for 
coronation day the 12th of May 
remember if you do come back 
your King will be King Geor- 
ge VI, and I can swim. 

Sinded. -PETER. 

* 

June 23rd, 1937. 

Dear Dad. I am very sorry 
you have got wounded rigt 
through the calfe of your left 
leg. Well here is some more 
good news to tell you that 1 
can ride my bike. I learnt in 
five minutes, uncle Jack taught 
me how to ride. 

I think I have told you lam 
In the boy’s brigade and I am 
to camp August week we go 
to wales It is only seven shill- 
ings and four pence to go it 
would cost more if mom took 
me. 

Sind. - PETER. 

¥ 

September 25th, 1937. 

Dear dad. I swam in a gala 
on Sept 24 and came third in 
a race. I saw Charlie Talor di- 
ve and his diving has gone of 
a lot. And last week I saw 
Pete at a gala and spoke to 
him and he said you better 
hurry up and come back. I 
have something to tell you. 
I can .swim Hi lengths and 
jump of top boad and 1 recei- 
ved you badge. 

Signged. -PETER. 

¥ 

October 1 7Lh, 1937. 

Dear dad. You may know 
there was a Spanish flag day in 
England mom and me sold in it. 
Now mom said she would like 
to come to Spane for a holiday 
after the war is over and 1 
ageed. 

Will you please send ne a 
Spanish pence. 

Mom said you are very bra- 
ve to go. 

Singed.—PETER to dad. 
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Madrid Celebrates 
Double Anniversary 

(Oonlinucil from page 1.) 

Elaborate and painstakingly- 
decorated floats ride all around 
the city all day long. Every 
trolley has five small Repu- 
blican flags waving from the 
rods that connect the trolley 
pole with the street electric 
wires. Most public and many 
private buildings have been 
decorated with flags, banners, 
pictures, and large signs with 
antifascist and Popular Front 
slogans. Along the iron fence- 
work of the famous Madrid 
park “El Retiro” has been 
strung a huge red streamer, 
almost half a block long, greet- 
ing the Soviet Union on its 
20th Anniversary. It pledges 
to carry on the fight against 
fascism. Among the buildings 
most attractively dressed up 
is the Bank of Bilbao, near the 
Puerta del Sol. Story-high 
paintings demonstrate the dif- 
ference between the militiaman 
of the early days of the war 
and the People’s Army soldier 
of today. On one side are poor- 
ly dressed militiampn with 
rifles in their hands behind a 
sand-bag parapet waiting to 
stop the fascists. On the other 
are shown the new uniformed 
People’s Army soldiers charg- 
ing with tanks, artillery, and 
aviation support. 

Additional homage was paid 
the Soviet Union by an office 
ial change in the name of one 
of Madrid's streets, frcm “Ave- 
nlda de Pefialyer’‘ to “Avenida 
de la Uni6n Sovtetica”. 

All of the Madrid daily pa- 
pers devoted extra pages, and 
several put out special Anni- 
versary numbers, in comme- 
moration of the double Anni- 
versary. 

Americans all over Spain 
have also celebrated. Among 
one group of Americans, in the 
afternoon of Sunday, Novem- 
ber 7th, there was a baseball 
and football game. After that 
they had a potato and a sack 
race. Packages of Lucky Stri- 
kes were distributed to the 
winners. After a good dinner in 
the evening, they planned a 
singing festival around a blaz- 
ing camp-fire. 

J. T. 



NO AXE TO GRIND 

BY DOROTHY PARKER 

'(•iiImmmmI fniin page -V) 



no gahgling lambs, endearing- 
ly bewildered as to what is 
which front and who is on who- 
se side. These are thinking 
men, knowing what they do, 
and what they must go on 
doing. 

They are fighting for more 
than their lives. They are fight- 
ing for the chance to live them, 
for a chance for their children, 
for the decency and peace of 
the future. 

Their fight is the biggest 
thing, certainly; that we shall 
see in our time, but it is not 
a good show. This is. no gay 
and handsome war, with brass 
bands and streaming banners. 
These men do not need such 
assurances. They arc not mad 
glamorous adventurers, they 
are not reckless young people, 
plunged into a chaos. I don't 
think there will be any lost 
generation after this war. 

But, I, as an onlooker, am 
bewildered. While I was in Va- 
lencia the Fascists raided it 
four times. If you are going to 
be in an air raid at all, it is 
better for you — if it happens 
at night. Then it is unreal, it 
is almost beautiful, it is like 




a ballet with the scurrying fi- 
gures and the great white 
shafts of the searchlights. But 
when a raid comes in the day- 
time, then you see the faces 
of the people, and it isn’t unre- 
al any. longer. You see the ter- 
rible resignation on the faces 
of old women, and you see little 
children wiid with terror... 

In Valencia, last Sunday 
morning, a pretty, bright Sun- 
day morning, five German plan- 
es came over and bombed the 
quarter down by the pert. It 
Is a poor quarter, the place 
where the men who work on 
the docks live, and it is, like- 



all poor quarters, congested. 
After the planes had dropped 
their bombs, there wasn’t much 
left of the places where so ma- 
ny families had been living. 
There was an old, old man, 
who, went up to every one he 
saw and asked, please^ had 
they seen his wife* please 
would they tell him where his 
wife was. There were two litt- 
le girls who saw their father 
killed in front . of them, and 
were trying to get past the 
guards, back to the still, 
crumbling, crashing houses to 
find their mother. There was a 
great pile of rubble, and on the 
top of it a broken doll and a 
dead kitten. It was a good joh 
to get those. They were’ ruthl- 
ess enemies to Fascism. 

I have seen the farms outsi- 
de of Valencia — the lovely 
green quiet farms. There is soil 
so fertile, since the Governm- 
ent has irrigated it, that it 
yields three harvests a year. 
So hospitable that oranges and 
beans and potatoes and corn 
and pomegranates all grow in 
one field. I have seen tne peop- 
le in the country and in the 
cities, wanting only to go about 
their lives, only to secure the 
future of their children. They 
ask only as much as you have, 
because they are people like 
you. they want to get up from 
their tables and ,go to their 
beds, to wake to a quiet morn- 
ing, and the sending of their 
children off to school. They 
don't think of accumulated 
money. They want to do their 
own work in self respect and 
peace. They want the same 
thing that - you have — they 
want to live in a democracy. 
And they will fight for it, and 
they will win. 

But in the mean time it ma- 
kes you sick to think of it. 
That these ' people who pulled 
themselves up from centuries 
of oppression and exploitation 
cannot go on to decent living* 
to peace and progress and ci- 
vilization, without the murder 
of their children/ and the block- 
ing of their way because two 
men — two men — want, more 
power. It is incredible, tt is, fan - 
tastic, it is absolutely beyond 
all belief,. ; except that It is 
true. 



IN MEMORIAM 




MILTON HERNDON 

Machine Gan Section 
Commander 
In the 

Mackenzle-Paplneau 

Battalion 

Killed in Action 
at Fuentes de Ebro 
OCTOBER-1937 



Breaking the Back of 
Reaction in Nevada 

(Contiuurd friun jiegr ft.) 

the CIO is communistic, I'm 
the reddest, radicalest Commu- 
nist you ever saw! We’re just 
as American as the flag, and 
a hell of a lot more so than 
the fakers. We’re ten times as 
democratic — maybe that’s 
why Willie Green froths at the 
mouth and calls us Commu- 
nists. We’re showing the coun- 
try a thing or two, and the 
men like it when they find out 
the facts. 

When you get back 1 11 tell 
you more. This writing busi- 
ness isn't what you'd call down 
my alley; I can tell you infor- 
mally much better. 

(iEOKOK 



NEXT WEEK: 

SPANISH STUDENTS 
AND THE WAR 

An account of the role of 
Spanish University stu- 
dents (F. U. E.) in the 
Spanish struggles from 
1922 to the present day. 
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SPANISH STUDENTS AND THE WAR 



Spain has always had two types 
of student: those whose studies 
were pursued in order to acquire 
a title which would serve them 
as an adornment, a title general- 
ly secured through the influence 




FKAN CISCO TARA NCOS 

One of the first slmlents fn enlist 
In the popular uprising nguinst 
the faKrists. Though hit hy 1-1 
fascist bullets and has a com- 
pletely disabled right arm as a 
result of the wound-, he him in- 
sisted on resuming hi- culfnr:il 
activities among the yoiilh. 



of their fathers; and those sons 
of petit bourgeois people and of 
workers, who understood the sa- 
crifices of their parents, and who 
studied in order to learn, to be- 
come useful to their country and 
to humanity. 

These two types of students 
were represented by two organi- 
zations. The first, whose princi- 
pal diversion was in having good 
times, had a sort of fascist cha- 
racter. This organization was fo- 
rever putting obstacles in the path 
of learning for the working peo- 
ples* sons and daughters. 



Student Leader Recounts for the VOLUNTEER the 
Role of Spanish University Students in the Spanish 
Struggles from 1922 to the Present Day 



The organization of students 
who were hard-working and se- 
rious, on the other hand, acquired 
the character of a student Union 
from the moment it took upon 
itself the job of bettering itself 
and the opportunities of real stu- 
dents in the universities. Cultural 
and sport activities were an inte- 
gral part of the latter organiza- 
tion, known as the Federation 
Universitaria Escolar (F. U. E. > 
the Federation of University Stu- 
dents. 

FOUGHT DE RIVERA 

The F. U. E. was organized 
in 1922, and it fought unstintingly 
against the Dictatorship of Primo 
do Rivera. It was one of the out- 
standing liberal wiganizat ions of 
that period in Spain's history, 
one that contributed much to the 
collapse of that dictatorship. It s 
activities included a number of 
student strikes, which cnluiinnUt! 
in tht* strike against the Kai ulty 
of Madrid, during which t lit' stu- 
dents fought against 1 1 it- police 
for several hours. answ< iing the 
cops' pistol fire by throwing 
bricks and iron bars from the red- 
tiled roofs of the University buil- 
dings. The then Director General 
of Security, General Mola now 
dead - enforced a cruel repres- 
sion against the students, arres- 
ting many and closing the Uni- 
versity, impeding and thus end- 



ing the course. But the battle was 
won. In a short time the Dlcta- 
torsh ip had to repress all of 
Spain. In two years the Monar- 
chy also fell, after the April 12th 
elections in which the Spanish 
people unmistakably made known 
their real desires and aspirations. 

14 YEARS LATER 

On the 18th of July, 1936, the 
traitorous generals rose against 
the government, attempting to 
place it in the hands of Hitler and 
Mussolini, who were not content 
with having enslaved their own 
countries, but wished to do the 
same with a people which has al- 
ways fought savagely for its in- 
dependence. Those generals did 




MANTEL HA L<« A SOS' 

Present (iem'rul SorrrUiry of thr 
1\ l’. E. of Madrid ( Eoilr ration 
of I'nivendty Student*). 



not count on the resistance of the 
Spanish people, the peasants and 
the workers. All good Spaniards 
rose against these self-styled “na- 
tionalists” to smash fascism in 
Spain. In this crisis the students 
could not fail to take part. They, 
who had always fought against 
oppression, promptly placed then> 
selves alongside of their brothers 
from the fields and the factories. 

The F. U. E. immediately de- 
creed a mobilization of students 
for the Peoples Army. Despite the 
occurrence of the rebellion at that 
season of the ye?.r when there 
were no classes, 90 per cent' of 
its members responded to the call. 
There were, 1,200 students who 
volunteered, with the place of mo- 
bilization only in Madrid. 

MANY ADVENTUROUS 

This mobilization took into ac- 
count the knowledge of each stu- 
dent, age and sex. And the fol- 
lowing sections were formed : ar- 
tillery, infantry, sanitary service, 
shoemakers supply ’ department 
technical and auxiliary services. 
There were many students who 
were so adventurous that they 
could not for long be content with 
one type of work; those drifted 
from one section to another, see- 
king places where their khQpIe 1- 
ge ami abilities would be of j**na- 
test use. Others joined up despite 
parent cl opposition and many 
other obstacles. 

One young student, Co» re. Mr. 

iConl nued on pa^o t) 
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CHINESE GENERAL SEES WORLD PEACE 
THREATENED; SPEAKS OVER MADRID RADIO 



“The Chinese people for a long 
time .have wanted a United Chi- 
na in order to fight against the 
Japanese invaders", stated the 
Chinese General, Vang Hu Cheng. 
Governor of Shanshi Province, 
when, recently, he was in Ma- 
drid. In the bomb-proof studio of 
Madrid's EAR, two stories below 
the street, the General answered 
questions over the radio on Chi- 
na and Spain. He agreed to do so 
because, he said, he realized that 
in these countries is being settled 
the immediate future of the 
world — pekee or war. 

General Yang, it will be remem- 
bered, played an important role 
in the Sian Fu Movement last 
December 12th which accelerated 
the movement for an All-China 
united frnnt for the struggle aga- 
inst Japanese aggression in Chi- 
na. The General, himself, has fur 
a number of years been in th.* 
forefront of the Chinese Pooph- 
demand for internal unity 



The General said, “The motive 
of the peace movement on Decem- 
ber 12th last year at Sian Pu 
was in harmony with the wishes 
of the Chinese people to make 
China united. And the result of 
this movement was a united Chi- 
na”. 

He then added, “It was the cry 
of the Chinese people which was 
responsible for Sian Fu move- 
ment. Though this accident met 
many new obstacles, in the end 
it succeeded with its first desire 
to stop the Civil War in China. 
It was not only a strong move- 
ment for an internal peace front 
to oppose Japan in China, but it 
also was a movement to streng- 
then the peace forces of the 
wi-rld, Afterwards the Kuomln- 
tang and the Chinese Communist 
Parly made their peace and wor- 
ked together fox an All-China uni- 
ted front. 

“The first step in the move- 



ment for a Chinese united front 
was for the Kuomintang and the 
Communist Party of China to re- 
solve their differences and to adopt 
a common program against the 
Japanese. And I wish to emphasize 
the importance of the necessity of 
resolving those differences and 
the adoption of a common pro- 
gram against the Japanese if our 
united front was to be success- 
ful.” 

In answering the questions as 
to his purposes in coming to 
Spain, and as to whether he 
thought there was any connec- 
tion between the Japanese inva- 
sion of China and the Italo-Ger- 
man invasion of Spain, General 
Yang told his radio listeners that 
his purpose in coming to Spain is 
a twofold one. “First of all”, he 
said, “the war in China is so si- 
milar to the war in Spain; both 
nations have been invaded by fas- 
cism. 

"It is my intention to learn 
from the experiences of the Spa- 
nish people in their war against 
fascism and to apply these expe- 
riences Lo our own struggle 
against Japanese fascism. And 
because Spain and China have the 
same enemies. There is a definite 
connection between the war in 
both of these countries. I am here 
in order to* further cooperation 
between them, so that we may 
hasten the day of our ultimate 
victory. For the victory of China 
is a guarantee of peace in the 
Far East. The victory of Spain 
is a guarantee of peace in Euro- 
pe. And one of the guarantees of 
a Chinese victory is the victory of 
Spain and likewise one of the 
guarantees for a Spanish victory 
is the victory of China.” 

Asked in what way the United 
States was concerned in the Sino- 
Japanese War. and as to whether 
there is a possibility that the Uni- 
ted States will be eventually in- 
volved in the fray, General Yang 
said, “Today fascist East and fas- 
cist West have madly invaded 
Spain and China. Here we are al- 
ready faced with a very serious 
threat to world peace by these 
invasions. 

“But it is an even more dange- 
rous threat to world peace if the 
democratic nations isolate them- 
selves from these conflicts and 
permit the aggressor nations to 
continue their invasions unmoles- 
ted. For Instance, for the Uni- 



ted States aloofness from the Si- 
no- Japanese conflict will result 
not only in a threat to her lead- 
ership in the Pacific, but also in 
the loss Of her interests and in- 
vestments in China and in the 
Pacific. In the end the United 
States will find it impossible to 
stay out of a greater war which 
will occur as a result of Japan's 
present policy of expansion.” 
“Therefore, in order for the 
peace-loving American people to 
prevent this threat of becoming 
involved in a world war, they must 
not isolate themselves from the 
events which are happening in 
China. The majority of the Ame- 
rican people have energetically 
expressed their opposition to fas- 
cism. Recently, President Roose* 
velt pointed out that it was im- 
possible to localize any conflict, 
no matter in which part of the 
world it began, and he stated, co- 
rrectly, that the United States 
cannot Stand aloof from any of 
these conflicts. From this Speech 
we can see that America 1 is trying 
to take a further step and an ac- 
tive attitude in connection with 
the Sino-Japanese War. It la not 
definitely necessary for America 
to aid China by the use of mili- 
tary force. The way for America 
Lo help China is to exert pressu- 
re on Japan through an economic 
boycott of Japanese goods. This 
will deal a severe blow to Japan’s 
hopes of continuing her invasion 
in China.” 



“All Six Footers, 
Tough Mountaineers’ 

A significant highlight on our 
rearguard activities againet the 
fascist invaders is revealed in a 
letter written by an American 
now active on the Extremaduran 
front. 

“The other day", he writes, “I 
spoke with — members of a band 
of guerrilleros who had just come 
out of the mountain^ on a short 
mission. They carry on constant 
partisan warfare behind the ene- 
my’s lines. With the band was a 
very business-like and attractive 
young partisan girl. She carried 
a big gat on her hip. 

“The entire band was the fi- 
nest-looking group I’ve seen in all 
of Spain. All six-footers, tough 
mountaineers.” 
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EDEN PREPARES A FURTHER BETRAYAL 



On* the night of Novem' - 12, 
fascist broadcasting stat - all 
over the world were jubilant. The 
stations at Berlin and Rome 
broadcast for more than an hour 
in English. The stations at To- 
ledo, Seville, Salamanca, Gijon 
hoarse with joy. 

And what was the cause of this 
triumphant chorus? Have the fas- 
cists taken Madrid? Have they, 
with the help of German and Ita- 
lian troops and arms won some 
resounding victory on one of the 
fronts? No, they have not taken 
Madrid, ant the small gains they 
made in the Aragon a few days 
ago were lost to them a couple 
a-f days afterwards when the Go- 
vernment forces counter-attacked. 

Are Germany and Italy sending 
more men and more guns to the 
fascists in Spain? They are. but 
Jhls is not the cause of fascist ju- 
bilation. German and Italian cons- 
cripts have met defeat before now, 
at the hands of the Government 
forces, and will again. 



EDEN IS CAUSE 

Mr, Eden and his Foreign Offi- 
ce have provided a -reason for the 
fascist rejoicings. 

It is more than a year now sin- 
ce the German and Italian go- 
vernments, anticipating the fall of 
Madrid, hastened to recognise the 
Burgos "government”. It was tho 
dearest wish of the British Tory 
government to do likewise, but 
the fear of a similar demonstra- 
tion to that which greeted the 
Hoare-L&val Pact, when they had 
decided to betray Abyssinia, cau- 
sed the reactionaries to hold their 
hand for the time being; but the 
tortuous, twisted course of Bri- 
tish foreign politics for the past 
year has been directed to one end 
- - the achieving by subterfuge 
that which could not be done 
openly. 

FIRST BRITISH AGENT 

There has arrived in Salaman- 
ca a representative from Britain 
to the rebel "government”. This 
is to be the first of a number of 
British "agents" who will be sta- 
tioned in the most important 
towns in rebel territory "to watch 
over British interests”. The Bri- 
tish Government will not call the- 
se "agents” consuls, which in ef- 
fect and intention, they are, as 
this would involve open recogni- 
tion which the British people 
would be in no temper to tolerate. 



What does British Imperialism 
hope to gain by this move? To 
Britons enrolled in the Spanish 
People's Army the expectations of 
the Tories will be plain. From the 
beginning the British Government 
has hoped for, and worked for, in 
its own way, a Franco victory 
The large scale intervention on the 
part of fascist Italy and Germa- 
ny has placed the Government in 
a dilemma, for the entrenchment 
of these two countries in Spain 
would threaten its communica- 
tions hotli with Africa and In- 
dia, its two main sources of Im- 
perial tribute. By its new move, 
and those which will follow it, it 
hopes, while endeavouring to se- 
cure a victory for Franco, to se- 
parate b'in f/om his allies, par- 
ticularly Iialv, v-hich It regards as 
the principal menace to its Im- 
perial trade routes. 



BRITAIN’S PLANS TODAY 

What chances has this plan of 
meeting with success? 

It is certain that Portugal, whi- 
le it has lent itself to the designs 
of fascist Italy, views with, no 
great pleasure the installation ol 




MU. KI)KN ’ 

Tlii' political Mrlii'nirr nnd m.util- 
piiltttor fnr ‘lio Intert'Hls of llri- 
Jisli Tin-lew. Iliiving (lerrlveil 
I r;i ncr 11 nd juggled \ ho N pi\ n i m h 
wflr (pirstimi with Hitler :tnd 
Mufi-ollnl, ho in now plotting for 
a Franco victory with the view 
of khImIuk con*eM*ionH of mines 
nnd other Spanish economic re- 
sources. 



a raging and ever more greedy 
l >gec on its doorstep, and would 
welcome ;h<* intervention of ils 
<.-ld "ally" Great Britain. 

I Idler who-w entire policy ha.- 
hern dip f'U'd inwards the j epn 
ration for a great, war of cn.a- 



GRAVEN 

British Hospital, Aragon front, September 1936. 

Too many people are in love with death 
And he walks thigh-proud, never sleeps alone; 

Consider him neighbour and enemy , both 
Hated and usual , best avoided when 
Best known. 

Weep, weep, weep! say machine-gun bullets, stating 
Mosquito-like a different note cl 03 e-by; 

Hold steady the lamp , the black , the tom flesh lighting 
And the searching knife; carry the stretcher ; wait. 
Eyes dry. 

Our enemies can praise death and adore death ; 

For us endurance, the sun; and now in fhis night 
The electric torch, feeble, waning, but close-set, 
Follows the surgeon's fingers . We are allied iciffc 
This light. 

T. H. WINTRINGHAM 



quest, has repeatedly staled that 
in such a war Germany could not 
hope to be successful, without 
the aid, or at least the benevo- 
lent neutrality, of the Br'.ish Em- 
pire. There is. therefore, good rea- 
son to believe that if he thought 
there was a chance of making a 
deal with Britain, h : , would not 
hesitate to Jettison his Italian 
confederates. 

It goes without saying that 
Franco would lend himself to the 
design of giving himself some 
semblance of mastery in the te- 
rritory it is hoped may be won 
for him. 

So far, so good. 

MUSSOLINI'S HOPES 

But what of Italy? Will Mus- 
solini be willin’' to meekly su- 
rrender ah th on which he has 
staked so mui h ? The Balearic.-;, 
the positions commanding Gibral- 
tar, the naval and submarine ba- 
ses on the Spanish coasts ? Will he 
surrender without fight the mine- 
rals he has, and those lie hopes 
to get? Mr. Eden is crazy if he 
thinks he wilt. 

Furthermore, there are at least 
two other factors which Eden has 
left out of account the British 
people and the Spani-'h people. As 
the line <T the Bt it -h (i.ivcrn- 
men- becomes constantly m-uv 
openly piu fascist, .so the nnlauu- 



nism to it grows in the Labour 
Party and in the masses of peo- 
ple not yet allied to any political 
party. And the Brttsh Govern- 
ment is presuming when It assu- 
rros that Franco is going to win 
this war. We who are here in 
Spain have every reason to doubt 
that he can, even with the aid of 
Italian conscripts and German 
arms. And even the moral support 
of the British Government will not 
avail him much against the gro- 
wing power of the Spanish Peo- 
ple’s Army. 

The British Government will not 
achieve its objects in opain, but 
its policy is fraught with danger 
for the peace of the world. The 
British Tory Government, like 
that of Hitler and Mussolini, is a 
Government of war, and musL be 
quickly removed if world peace 
is to be preserved. 

o. i 



Spanish Government 
Invites Lloyd George 

The Spanish Republican G-'W- 
• •rnni'-nt lias j . led the furvnci 
Bn t.ish J d iinc Minister, Lloyd 
L vL'l i oyp. 1 lei ril.urv in 
Span: it. o ivp'-clfd that h< wid 
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COPIC, COMMANDER OF OUR 15 lh BRIGADE 




('ommunder C’OFIC' 



Although the mon in tho batta- 
lions which comprise the 10th Bri- 
tt ade look upon Brigade Comman- 
der Copie as aii Anglo-American 
by adoption, little is known among 
us of his exciting and varied life. 
Mis long connection with our bri- 
gade —from Jarama. through the 
Bruncte and recent Aragon offen- 
sives- has naturally made this 
siccky leader a familiar figure 
among us. We have soon him in 
many aspects; and it is always a 
surprise to newcomers in the bat- 
talions to ace his square-jawed, 
serious face, sol in severe lines of 
concentration, break suddenly into 
the most friendly and jovial of 
smiles. And many of us know him 
in another mood: we have heard 
him sing, at headquarters and in 
the trenches alike. He himself is 
quite frank about this. "I love to 
sing", he says; and ho adils: "I 
sing even at Uie front". He inva- 
riably leaves to his associates the 
job of reminding him that during 
brigade actions he is too intent 
upon the task of coordinating the 
i five live fire of every unit against 
;hi em my to think of any other 
sound but that of artillery, machi- 
ne-nun :ind rifle fire. 

W .1. that's a long introduction. 
lr. t it doesn’t even begin to reveal 
ur commander in all of his many 
qualities. Most of us will, if we 



have not already done so, find 
these out for ourselves. Meanwhi- 
le, perhaps a bare recital of the 
facts of his life will hrlp. 

Vladimir Copie was born in I SO l 
into family of a small tradesman, 
in the town of Sonj in Croatia 
(previously in Austria, now in Yu- 
goslavia*. The family was poor. 
His father, the owner of a small 
tailor shop, couldn’t feed his fa- 
mily of thirteen children out of 
his meagre earnings. All of these 
children, therefore, had t * * start 
working nt very early ages, and 
all of them worked hard. 

Thanks tp a scholarship, which 
he received while he was still in 
grade school. Vladimir Copic wan 
enabled to atteiid high school and 
eventually to register for a college 
course of study. Ho was the only 
one of all his brothers and sisters 
who was able to do this. 

EARLY ACTIVITIES 

“As a student ", ho says, “my 
record was varied sometimes my 
grades were excellent, sumctimos 
very poor". 

As a student, too, he took an 
active part in the revolutionary 
student movement, which had an 
its principal task tho fight for na- 
tional independence of the Croa- 
tian people oppressed by the Aus- 
tro-Hungarian Empire. In connec- 
tion with his participation in tho 
student movement he was arrested 
in Zagreb for the first time in 
1D12. 

The outbreak of the World War 
found him in the ranks, a soldier 
in the Austrian Army. II was 
only a year later, in 191b. that he 
was taken prisoner in Russia. 
While a prisoner in Russia he be- 
came familiar with Marxian lite- 
rature. And from RM7 <>n In- work- 
ed for tho Revolution, which lu- re- 
cognized Ihrnugh newly-found 
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knowledge to be the gateway to 
freedom for the Russian people, 
among the war prisoners. 

VETER 1917 

And now we will let Commander 
Copie toll a part of his story him- 
self : 

"Towards the end of 1918 I went 
to Yugoslavia, where T took an 
active part, in the labor movom* 
out... Because of my participation 
in the labor movement, I was fre- 
quently subjected to persecution. 
In lfllf* I was on trial for organiz- 
ing a campaign of solidarity with 
the Hungarian Commune. In No- 
vember, 1920, I was elected to the 
Parliament, but six months later 
I was expelled and placed on trial. 
Two years in jail was the sen- 
tence. 

"I.ater, in 1925, as the secretary 
of the Independent Labor Party 
in Croatia, and as the editor of the 
labor paper. The Struggle, I was 
again sentenced -- this time to 
three ami a half years in prison. 
This time, however. I was able to 
escape from prison. But Since then 
I have had to live in emigration 
from my native land.’' 

Alt RIVAL IN SPAIN 

Via limir Copic came to Spain 
in January. 1937. to join the Peo- 
ples Army. Towards the beginning 
of February he reached tho Jara- 
mn front, as Political Commissar 
of the Fifteenth Brigade; and 
afl»*r a couple of flays of very 
heavy fighting around the Ja- 
rama. lie took over the command 
el the Brigade. 

During the July offensive of the 
Peeples Army around Bruncte, he 
was wounded by shrapnel from on 
enplane bomb. 

Tli is is far from n satisfactory 
biography of Commander Copic. 
It is merely the skeleton of a hh>- 
grapliv. tlie outline of an active 
and productive career, the stuff 
of which biographies can be writ- 
ten. But these few notes, with 
very little detail to round them off 
and fill them in. are ample indi- 
cation of the kind of life our Com- 
mander has lived. 

He has never ceased to learn, to 
satisfy that consuming hunger lor 
knowledge which is most often 
found among people who have 
known bitter poverty, people who 
have had to fight and toil and 
sweat for their education. He 
learned English while he was a 
prisoner in Russia. "At the same 



time", he explains, "since I learn- 
ed It myself, from a book, I do 
not understand it as welPaa I 
might when it is spokeh, particul- 
arly when it is spoken rapidly". 
Because of his work in Spain with 
English and American and Cana- 
dian comrades, he feels that his 
knowledge of the English langua- 
ge has increased considerably 
In addition to his native tongue, 
Croatian, he speaks Russian, Ger- 




man and Czech well. He can read 
all Slavic languages. In addition 
to English, but, he adds, "not so 
well", he speaks Spanish, French 
and Italian. 

Back home we would call this, 
I suppose, a thumbnail sketch: 
Whatever it is calied, it is the es- 
sential record of a man who has 
been with our Brigade longer than 
any of us. who has led and direct- 
ed it through one great defensive 
period and two great offensives, 
and whrt is how preparing us for 
whatever lies in store. The Ame- 
ricans in the Brigade call him 
"an American by adoption". If 
any of tho other nationalities in 
our brigade make similar claims 
on him, it will be an inter-brigado 
battle for his adherence. But thro- 
ugh it all, you may be sure, des- 
pite his pleasure at the various 
adoptions, he’ll be working away 
al those things which, in or out 
of battle, are the things which 
bring victory to the Brigade, to 
the Peoples Army, and to the go- 
vernment of the Spanish people. 



Japanese Ambassador 
Gets Hot Reception 

When the Japanese Ambassa- 
dor arrived in a New York port 
on the ocean liner "Europe of 
Okura" Inst week, he was greet- 
ed by a huge storm of anti-Japan- 
ese demonstrators. 
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FROM .MADRID TO 
AMERICA 

A Radio Address on Spain and 
Its People 

1 am happy to greet the peo- 
ple of America, particularly the 
Negro people, tonight from 
this center of heroic struggle 
against fascism. It ntight seem 
odd that I should thus charac- 
terize this fight, but .one’s first 
and last impression here is just 
that. It is not only a civil war 

not only a war against 
Franco — but a fight to keep 
fascism from engulfing a peo- 
ple for whoirl democracy is 
dearer than iife itself. 

I came *o Spain to try to 
understand the significance of 
this war to the minority peo- 
ples of the world who have suf- 
fered so severely already from 
fascist brutality and propa- 
ganda. I cannot tell you much, 
for I have been -in Spain but 
a week and there are others 
here tonight who will speak 
more authoritatively. But a new 
comer's reactions may have so- 
me value. 

Reactions tremble over one 
another — they come so thick 
ftnd fast. In these minutes I 
can only tell you a few. I feel 
at home here though one is in 
the midst of the strain of a war 
ridden country. Though my 
Spanish is miserably inade- 
quate, I am able to talk to 
the people. We have a com- 
mon language. They arc 
fighting oppression and I 
come from a people whose op- 
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October 26, 1937. 

TO ALL CANADrAN COMRADES 
IN SPAIN 

Sdiud; (Comrades 

(Greetings from your “rearguard" organization and all 
expression of the great pride we feel in the record you have 
made in Spain upholding the traditions of Democracy against 
the ruthless Fascist attempt to bind the world into chains 
of slavery. 

Comrades, we have a Acquest to make of you in the 
Front — * one that will greately assist us in the work here 
It is a matter of establishing communication between com- 
rades over there and ourselves. 

You can hardly vision the demand which comes to us for 

* 

first hand information from you. The peopie of Canada from 
cohst to doast want to khow daily what you arc doing. May 
we suggest to you the following: 

X. That you keep in constant touch with relatives and 
friends. Echoes of rumors which you know so weli in Spain 
are heard here and oft-times are the cause of much unne- 
dp^iary worry. 

Ji. That you write to this office as often as you can 
find time and material, telling experiences and mentioning 
other Canadians who may be in hospital with you. Also wo 
would like pictures (especially of Canadians), bulletins, arti- 
cles of publication, etc. which can be used in publicity. 

3, Write the newspapers in the locality you come from. 
They are interested and glad to get material. Experience has 
proven that invariably donations arc sent in following such 
publication. Don't forget to write your union local and other 
organizations to which you belonged. 

Comrades, if you can do this it will assist us tremendously. 
And may we assure you that we will do our best to see that 
you do not lack of the comforts which it is possible to send 
over Organization is being enlarged and a Dominion-wide 
tour is beginning soon. If we can do but half as good a job 
as you are doing over there it will be a tremendous success. 

Canada is proud of you. Carry on! Wc are with you. 

Salud, Camaradas. 



JtKATliICK ( 01.1, E 
Secretary. 

The above letter was sent to 1. B. with the request that it 
be transmitted to all Canadian comrades in Spain. 



press ion is centuries old. 1 am 
a part of their feeling against 
the Italian fascism which has 
participated in the devastation 
of their country, because we in 
America felt keenly the deva- 
station by the same forces of 
Ethiopia. I sense their deter- 
mination to maintain democra- 
cy in Spain, because in Ame- 
rica we Negroes have been 
striving for democratic rights 
since the days of slavery. 

Though the Moors are today 
a part of Franco’s fighting for- 
ces. I find no racial propagan- 
da in Spain. Our Negro boys 
who are fighting in the Inter- 



national Brigades are loved by 
the Spanish people. One en- 
counters none of the racial pre- 
judice so characteristic of one’s 
own country. A victory for fa- 
scism in Spain would change 
all this. The conclusion can on- 
ly be therefore, that all of us 
who as minority peoples are 
victimized by fascism, all of 
us who believe in the princip- 
les of democracy have the duty 
of supporting this fight of the 
Spanish people with all that wc 
have. It is our common 
struggle. 

1*01' ISK THOMPSON 



World Anti-Fascist 
Women Delegation 
Visit Spain 

“One of the moat inspiring ex- 
periences ill our visit to Spain *hu 
been our reception by fhe Inter- 
national Brigades”, a spokesman 
for the delegation representing 
the Women’s World Committee 
Against War and Fascism said in 
Madrid. 

The delegation, consisting of 
Bernadette Cattaneo, secretary of 
the World Committee, Marcello 
Lerey, secretary of the Belgian 
committee. Maria Rebate, secre- 
tary of the French committee, 
Hilda - Vernon, British secretary 
and Miriam Arceri of the Italian 
Committee, visited various Bat- 
talions of- the I. B. after attending 
womens’ anti-fascist Congresses 
in Valencia and Barcelona. 



INTENSIFY WORK 

".We promise to intensify our 
work to assure the opening of the 
frontiers and respect for Internat- 
ional Law, and win- ever greater 
support for Republican Spain”, 
Miss Cattaneo said. 

“Nothing but the devotion of 
the I. B. men could be more ins- 
piring than the Womens’ Congress 
in Barcelona", explained Miss 
Vernon, member of the group. 
"There a real united front of all 
the important women’s organizat- 
ions in Catalonia, was formed 
behind the policy of the govern- 
ment". She intends to return to 
England to tell women there also 
of the important role I. B. men 
played in (he Aragon during re- 
cent campaigns. 

10,000,000 MEMBERS 

"For Peace and Freedom", is 
one of the main slogans of the 
World Committee which the dele- 
gation represents, an organization 
with 10,000,000 women as mem- 
bers and 20 popular illustrated 
periodicals being issued in its na- 
me. "For defense of Mother and 
child” is another. 

"The fight for democracy In 
Spain is certainly a fight for pea- 
cer and freedom” Miss Vernon, 
British representative said. “And 
after seeing the manner in whidh 
the fascist wage ruthless war 
against the peaceful civilian po- 
pulation, can anyone doubt that 
the fight of Spain is one for the 
defense of Mother and child 
throughout civilization!" 
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SPANISH STUDENTS IN THE WAR FOR CULTURE 




1' NI YRKMTY, peasant. Industrial, and whlte-colhir youth — nil 
behind the same miles of Hand -bag parapets raised In deflunee 

of the fascists. 



{Continued from pipe 1.) 

was fifteen years old when he joi- 
ned the firs* fighters on the front. 
He was called back by his father. 
Hi hid claimed to be seventeen 
years of age when the first F.U.E. 
call was issued. After his recall, 
he was assigned to the shoemak- 
ing service, where it was thought 

i 

he would be safe; but he found, 
with his extreme youth and en- 
thusiasm. that this branch of the 
service was intolerable to him. 
Finally it was agreed that he go 
into the infantry: here he remai- 
ned until his father again decided 
to call him back for not being of 
age to do front line duty. 

SANDBAGS FOB PILUIWS 

After two weeks, thi3 young 
student ran away from his father’s 
home and joined a shock briga- 
de. He went with the Campesl- 
nos, where he remained until his 
father again located him. Once 
again In Madrid, he sought to re- 
turn to front line duty. To wind 
up this story without describing 
a dozen addition recalls and es- 
capes to the front in which he 
participated, let it'be known that 
today this young student-fighter 
can be found in an artillery in- 
formation service of the Army of 
the Center. There is much doubt 




CARRASCO 

A shidonl of *lie Sc- 1 cii evs. AY he it 
i t»o war hog ;i li. hr i mined lately 
nrcnntzi'il * lluHolion railed 1 h** 
".loven Ouunllrt" (Youth Guards) 
\v hi Hi fouirht on the [-: v I rr iinilu- 
rlan and Sierra front.", dii-t be- 
fore hi* death he wa* made Com- 
mander 111 Chief of Opera 1 ions of 
1 hr I trsl Anns Curp. 



about his being recalled again 
now, a year and a half after the 
war first began. His father has 
given him up as "impossible". 
Cases like this could be multiplied 
by the dozens. 

Another curious Incident occu- 
rred in the shoemaking branch on 
the very first day it went out. 
The section’s destination was Po- 
zuelo, where the men were quar- 
tered in small tents where there 
was very slight comfort; These 
Lents were pitched, in an open 
field, behind a fair to middling 
sandbag construction. Things 
went well until it occurred to one 
of the students to use a sandbag 
as a pillow; for this purpose, he 
appropriated one of the sand-bags 
on the parapets. Immediately we 
all made haste (I had the honor 
of fighting in this section) to imi- 
tate them. You can figure out for 
yourself the surprise and despe- 
ration of the technicians when 
they checked up on fortifications 
early the next morning and dis- 
covered the students all peace- 
fully asleep on their sand-bag pi- 
llows and the sector completely 
in the open, unprotected. The fas- 



cists must have been sleeping too 
or there would have been no stud- 
ents to ball out. As it was, the re- 
marks of the technicians to the 
students were far irom flattering. 
We worked all day to repair the 
damage and correct our slight 
lax. That night however, instead 
of sleeping on sand-bags in a tent, 
we discovered a house which ga- 
ve us better protection without 
exposing us to enemy fire or the 
foolish temptation to which we 
had succumbed the previous night. 

YOUTH FRONT 

All of these sections later for- 
med the Battalion of the Youth 
Front. Together with most of the 
other youth organization.': these 
battalions today form the 68th 
Mixed Brigade. If one asks how 
the students In this battalion 
conducted themselves in battle it 
is enough to say that a company 

composed of members of F. U. E. 

■ 

when placed in defense positions 
at Usera prompted the comman- 
der to state that their presence 
was a guarantee that their posi- 
tions would be well defended. 



Among these student companies 
a petition was composed and ad- 
dressed to the National Minister 
of DeVence requesting that the 
comrades in command be given 
the rank of Lieutenant without 
having to go through the Popu- 
lar War School. It is testimony to 
their abilities that this request 
was immediately granted. Further 
proof of the students’ excellent 
military conduct is the statement 
completely borne out by all ob- 
servers, that seventy-five percent 
of the students who volunteered 
as militiamen during the first days 
of the war have made outstand- 
ing names for themselves in the 
Popular Army, holding down nu- 
merous ranking positions from 
that of Lieutenant upward. 



LEADING POSITIONS 



There are Political Commissars, 
heads of brigades and divisions, 
aviators, doctors, etc. Other stud- 
ents, unable to bear arms because 
of extreme youth or physical In- 
fertility or disability, have direct- 
ed activities of a cultural nature 
among the peasants, in the facto- 
ries, and In the barracks. There 
is a student in the Popular Uni- 
versity in Madrid who is General- 
Secretary of the F. U. E, Three 
thousand workers attend this unl- 




JOSR GARCIA 

Student of Philosophy find one *f 
the founders of the t". V. B. nf 
Madrid. He wan President of the 
l : . E. H. and :i Political Com- 
iniNHftr lu the famous F.fth Re- 
giment before he wan killed In 
battle last year. 
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Irish Fighters Back Home Call 
For Support of Loyal Spain 




WHEN THE STUDENTS of Madrid temporarily dropped their hooka and 
pens to rush to the mountains and to the gates of the city flinging their un- 
armed bodies against the surging Moors, and Italian fascists, many of 
their most notable leader* fell. To the left Is the photo of Nsuulo Cuar- 
tero, former leader of the Right wing student movement of the “Old 
Guard** during Primo Rivero's dictatorship. He was expelled from the 
reactionary student organization because of bis vigorous anti-faaclsm. After 
fighting on many fronts, he fell on the EscorloJ front the first day of 
Kfrvember, last year. To the right la shown the picture of Juan Marco, 
ftftr of the principal organizers of the F. U. E. In CaateUon. He was 
ft militant member of the Union of Communist Youth and took active 
part in the pre-war clandestine revolutionary movement.; he performed 
leading services In the October Rebellion of 1S&4. He was commanding 
Llemtenant of a Battalion of Militiamen before he fell on the Teruel front 
last year. The Battalion In the ISth International Brigade which bears his 
name has a brilliant record of battles at Teruel and the Southern fronts. 



verslty at a time, receiving ins- 
truction which is invaluable in oUr 
'fight 'agTiinflt fascism. Just as in 
dealing with students in military 
positions, I do not think it neces- 
sary to mention names, because 
all of those who have placed all 
of their knowledge and enthu- 
siasm to the job of combating 
fascism have done a Job of enligh- 
tenment which will live beyond 
their single individual efforts. 

During the year and a half in 
whloh we have fought, many stud- 
ents have fallen, all pursuing their 
duties as Spaniards. Many have 
had responsibilities which they 
have held with honor until death. 
Among the fallen are the names 
of many of the leading members 
of our organization. Among these 
we can cite the names of Carrasco 
Cuartero, Lopez, Loma, Pedro Es- 
cudero, Laplana. Not only have 
we suffered the final casualties of 
warfare; many of us have been 
made cripples in extreme youth, 
defending that which was theirs, 
living examples of courage and 
self abnegation for those who still 
oontlnued to answer the call to 
bear arms in the defense of our 
country. 

COMRADE TARANCOK 

We can mention the name of 
comrade Tarancon, 17 years of 



age. He was among the first to 
go out to fight fascism at the 
beginning of the rebellion in the 
Sierras. It was there that he fell, 
pierced by fourteen 'bullets fight- 
ing against the mercenary troops 
that came from Burgos, Valladolid 
and Segovia. Today, comrade Ta- 
r ancon's right arm is useless. Des- 
pite this he insisted many times 
on returning to the front. After 
continuous refusals, he Insisted on 
being given a teaching post Just 
behind the trenches. At present 
this comrade is President of the 
Union Profesional de Estudiantes 
de Bachillerato. 

The girl students have known 
how to heJp their comrades. 
Among the girls so many have 
been outstanding as to make it 
impossible to mention their names 
in a short article. They have work- 
ed in factories, directing themsel- 
ves the production of cloth and 
clothes for the fighters. Among 
them are many nurses at work 
Just behind the lines. Others, like 
their fellow students, go into the 
factories and the fields, giving 
classes to tEe workers and the 
peasants. 

The Spanish students have inde- 
ed shown that they can exhange 
the pen for the sword, their books 
for rifles. 

JOSE-LUIS FERNANDEZ 



Thirteen Irish volunteers in the 
Spanish Peoples Army, repatria- 
ted after having been wounded in 
Spain, have issued a vigorous sta- 
tement calling for the complete 
support of Republican Spain by 
the Irish Free State Government. 
The thirteen are William Scott, 
Terence Flanagan, Jamies Pren- 
dergast, Joseph Monks, Patrick 
Smith, Sean Goff, Patrick Duff, 
Frank Edwards, William Bower; 
Peter (yCocmor, James O’Beime 
Donal O'Reilly and Jack Nalty. 

"We... wounded members of the 
Irish Unit serving... with the Spa- 
nish Republican Army feel that 
it is now necesary to raise our 
voices", the statement declares, 
“in a direct appeal to the Irish 
nation. In the name of our fifty 
comrades whose graves dot the 
Spanish battefields, in the name 
of our comrades still m action, we 
speak in behalf of their cause.’ 1 

CITE EXPERIENCES 

The statement goes on to descri- 
be the extensive pro-fascist pro 
paganda which flooded Ireland at 
the outbreak of the treasonable 
revolt against Republican Spain, 
and how, despite this barage of 
lies, so many young Irishmen left 
their native land to fight with the 
people of Spain against the trai- 
torous generals, 

“Our experience in Spain”, they 
continue, “has convinced us that 
we were right Jn taking the step 
we did. We saw for ourseives that 
the propaganda still being circu- 
lated here (in. Ireland) was a gro- 
tesque misrepresentation. We say 
to the Irish people that there is 



YcKi ve probably heard this one 
(or read it) before, but we think 
it’s good enough to band down to 
posterity. It happened one night, 
at an investigation of the Com- 
munist Party in Massachusetts: 
Among others called upon to 
give evidence before the Commis- 
sion was Earl Browder, and during 
the evidence the following occur- 
red: 

A certain senator asked: “Mr. 
Browder, does the Communist 
Party have any secret organiza- 
tion within its ranks?” 

“It has not.” 



no ' Red mob’ in Republican 
Spain; that all parties have undted 
to defend the Republic, so that the 
Spanish people may freely deter- 
mine their own distinies in the 
future... 

ONLY ONE SIDE 

“There can be only one side for 
the Irish people! And it is the side 
that has been shamefully tradu- 
ced. As yesterday, so it is to-day. 
The lordlings and generals, with 
the wealth and might ones of the 
earth behind them, have made the 
world ring with new “Scullabo- 
gues" and “Wexford Bridges”; the 
men in frieze-coats and dungarees, 
the poor teachers and schloara, 
cannot be heard, though every fact 
attests the justice of their cause, 

“We call on the Irish people, 
then, to rise up against the Press 
lards and unscrupulous politicians 
who are misleading us now as they 
misled us before. We call on the 
Government of the Free State to 
end its subservience to this power- 
ful and noisy group, and to grant 
the Spanish Republic the full re- 




cognition it had before the con- 
flict. 

“Wo demand this in the name 
of our comrades who have died to 
redeem this nation's honour, in 
the name of our comrades who are 
ready yet to die, and in the name 
of the traditions handed down by 
our National Fathers." 



“It has not?” 

“No." 

“Then”, said Mr. Burke, “will 
you tell me just what the connec- 
tion is between the Communist 
Party and the Boogawahzies?” 

“The what... ?” 

“The Boogawahzies”, said the 
senator. 

“Weve never heard of the Bob- 
kawohzies”, said Mr. Browder. 

“Why”, said the senator, “eve- 
ryone of your writings refers to 
them, but we haven’t been able to 
locate the Boogawahzies.” 

“He means”, put in the chair- 
man, “the bourgeoisie!" 



WasThe Chairman’s Face Red? 
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Greek - Americans 
Pledge Fight to a 
Finish 

A correspondent calls attention 
to the role of the Greek comra- 
des, and especially Greek-Ameri- 
cans, in a letter to THE VOLUN- 
TEER, the full text of which fol- 
lows : 

“‘Dear comrade : I have never 
•* 

mussed an issue of your paper and 
am well pleased with the layout 
and contents, but something ha;' 
been missing, and it isn't too late 
to make amends. 

HIGHEST MORALE 

’’Being a representative for the 
American anti-fascist Greek news- 
paper, Ernpros, it has been my 
pleasure and duty to go from front 
to front and to various hospitals 
to interview the Greek comrades; 
and I have found, wherever I have 
gone, tlie highest morale possible 
exists among my countrymen, 




"There are more than 200 
Greeks in Spain today. Many have 
fallen, many are wounded. And 
they who still live are at the 
front, defying the dirty fascisis 
to try and get past them. To 
point out heroic deeds of a few 
would not be fair to the others, 
who are on t lie job to wipe .out 
fascism, 

END FASCIST HOPES 

"Most of these comrades have 
wives, children and real friends 
who are watching the news an- 
xiously, wailing for a chance to 
hear how the Greeks are pro- 
gressing. 

The Greeks in Spain all send 
their friends and comrades at 
home their anti-fascist greetings. 
We are going to stay here until 
Fianco, Mussolini and Hitler are 
defeated and their dream of Spa- 
nish conqu&sl buried forever." 



V. M. 



LINES BEFORE WINTER 



All summer the soldiers have 
been fighting stripped to the 
waist. They are burned bronze by 
the sun. The other day a Divi- 
sion doctor appeared and recom- 
mended that from now on the of- 
ficers must forbid this exposure. 
The autumn winds bring on bad 
colds. All of the warm clothing 
from last year has been desinfec- 
ted, cleaned, and distributed. 

The ■ men must also be well 

f 

nourished to keep fit through the 
winter. The Government has al- 
loted an additional 55 centimes a 
day for each soldier. Used to the 
best advantage, these centimes 
will be multiplied a hundred times. 
Some of the land behind the lims 
is good for growing vegetables or 
other purposes. Goats, pigs, and 
cows, have been added to the li- 
vestock at the front for the use 
of the troops. 

A commission from one briga- 
de has gone co Barcelona to buy 
4.000 pairs of boots and another 
to Elehe for waterproofs. This has 



been done without touching the 
soldiers’ pay. 

At an officers’ post, Angel Se- 
rrano, a soldier-sculptor of the 




unit, has raised a monument five 
metres high on which he has en- 
graved the brigade motto; “We 
go to war neither loving life nor 
fearing death." 

All along the line in Guadarra- 
ma the soldiers are digging in for 
the winter. The chiefs and officers 
are carrying wood along with the 
men and taking part in the general 
preparations. It is already winter 
on the peaks of the Sierra. 




MAiJUll) “('hicoK‘' painting the town red with colorful flags and 
dinners in the recent douWta* anniversary celebration of a year 
of fascist insistence in Spain and twenty years of workers power 

In the Soviet Union. 



American Hospital 
Unit Leaves the 
Southern Front 

After six months on the Cordo- 
ba front, the American Hospital 
Unit under Dr. A. I. Friedman 
(of Hackensack, N J.) is now at 
Villa Paz for a short period of 
reorganization before, leaving tor 
the Fifteenth Brigade. The Ame- 
rican Hospital of the South and 
its full complement of nurses, 
doctors and ambulance drivers 
has served with the 86th Mixed 
Brigade since April 23, when it 
arrived at Pozoblanco with Dr. 
Edward Barsky. 

This unit, consisting of an auto- 
chix (portable operating room) 
and its accompanying 20 bed 
field hospital, seven ambulan- 
ces, and a 100-bed base hospital, 
served its “apprenticeship" with 
the 86th Mixed Brigade on the 
Los Blanquez sector. Following its 
short stay at the American me- 
dical base, it wiil be transferred 
to the 15th Brigade as an expe- 
rienced and seasoned mobile mi- 
litary hospital. 

The doctors, Commandante A. I. 
Friedman and Captain Norman ^ 
Rintz, leave the Cordoba front 
with the highest of praise from 
Division Commander Morandi, 
bringing with them nurses and 
doctors to whom shell fire and 
aviation is no new .tale. 

Dr. Irving Busch, commander 
of the American Hospitals 
Spain, is supervising the reorga- 
nization of the unit.. 




Triple H arvest 
Plan to Increase 
Production 



The Ministry of Agriculture in 
order to increase production in 
the Eastern provinces (Castelldn, 
Valencia, Alicante, Murcia, Alme- 
ria) has worked out what is call- 
ed the Triple Harvest Plan, that 
is, obtaining three different crops 
in the same agricultural year. The 
crops will be wneat, beans and 
potatoes The wheat (Mentano, an 
early variety) is to be sown in 
October and harvested in April. 
The beans are to be sown right 
after the wheat harvest and ga- 
thered in July, when the potatoes 
are sown. 
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“I JOINED THE ARMY” by ‘‘X. Y. Z. 



This hook is the second issued 
by the FACT publishing house and 
it has already met with a boycott 
from the powers that-be. The 
printers suddenly refused to print 
the book and on the second day 
of issue the publishing firm which 
was to distribute it, refused to 
further handle it despite three le- 
gal authorities having declared it 
to be perfectly within the law. 

This incident proves once again 
that whilst there is no official cen- 
sorship, the British ruling class 
/have ways and means of stifling 
criticism which is directed against 
the present state of things. 

Certainly X. Y. Z. says some ve- 
ry hard things about the British 
Army system — so hard that he 
has already started a big contro- 
versy. 

His bona fides are unquestioned. 
His record shows that he is not 
one of those unfortunates who are 
incapable of fitting in with the 
Army system. He completed six 
years service with the Tank Corps, 
was never “crimed”, passed three 
tests in different trades, passed 
a first and part of a “Special” 
in education and finished with an 
exemplary character as a corpo- 
ral. 

Much of what he says may be 
disputed by contrast with perso- 
nal experiences in other sections 
and places in the British Army, 
but his experiences, exceedingly 
well written, reaffirm clearly the 
class character of the British Ar- 
my. 

He exposes the basis of the so- 
called volunteer system of re- 
cruiting in his first' sentence when 
he says “I enlisted — after being 
unemployed three months. There 
was nothing else for me to do — 
where I lived half the adult po- 
pulation were out of work”. 



His story of the reception into to a squad out of the corporal's 
the barracks, squares with the ex- way. 

periences of most others. After But new terrors lie in store for 
thirty hours travel without food them; the vicious corporal is not 

and sleep he is met by a bullying the only one of his kidney. Their 

corporal who gives him a “fati- Army service begins with intensi- 

guc” for enquiring about the ty. Out of bed at six, a free fight 

possibilities of a couple of hours to get washed and shaved with in- 
sleep. "You’re in the bloody Army sufficient bowls, buttons cleaned, 

now”. The first corporal he meets, beds made, hut duty before break- 

lives up to the worst traditions of fast. After breakfast a lecture, 

ignorance and spite for which the foot drill. P. T.’s, an hour’s educ^,- 

N. C. O.’s have become notorious. Lion followed by more drill until 

His slightest orders are bellowed dinner time. After dinner more 

in tones of hatred. The new re- drilLing and more lectures. After 

cruits are persecuted until rru>st tea. polishing equipment and gre- 

of them are terrified. A feud do- nsy boots until they shine like 

velops between the corporal and patent leather. This period bcco- 

a recruit which lasts over years. mes a nightmare of exhaustion for 
Hopes of promotion which had ^ 1C recruits, 
begun to fade, brighten when they Where X. Y. Z. fails however, 
draw their kits and are attached is in not showing clearl'y that all 




BRITISH ANTI-TANK unit At rest In Ambit©. These men, anti-fascist 
volunteers from many parte of Britain, are acquainted with the scan- 
dalous conditions that exists In their Government's army uthome as reveal- 
ed in the “X. Y, Z." '■ hook. They Are In a different and better array, a 
People's Army, which is fighting against Hitler and Mussolini's fasclNt 

ag ressor*. 



this soul-destroying regimentation 
has a purpose: that of smashing 
down any individuality that the 
recruits night possess and to 
mould them into unthinking units 
in an oppressive war machine. 

The Army pay is notoriously 
low. What little the soldiers get 
is rapidly swallowed in the army 
canteen to augment the insuffi- 
ciency of the army rations. 

The slightest faults on parade 
or misdemeanors are punished ' 
with a severity far beyond ' he 
extent of the crime. A slight mo- 
vement during an inspection di- 
rects the unwelcome attention. of 
the officer towards you. “He prods 
you with his cane... "Hair”, says 
the officer. "Dirty mess tin. 
Packs not right. Puttees not 
right. Take his name, sergeant!” 
When the sergeant comes to take 
your name you try to tell him 
that you had a haircut two days 
ago. "Stop talking in the ranks”, 
he roars. Another offpnee. Fivo 
major offences.' What did you do ? 
You moved. 

According to the author, deser- 
tion is attempted on a far wider 
scale than is generally admitted. 
Attempts at desertion are not lis- 
ted in official figures. Recruits 
mostly desert from petty restric- 
tions on liberty, bullying, poor 
food and lack of money: the trai- 
ned soldiers because of poverty ati 
home and offers of employment 
and the desire to settle down in a 
normal married life. In X. Y. Z.’s 
opinion every British recruit "con- 
templates desertion, admires de- 
serters, and envies the few who 
get away”. 

The author gives an interesting 
example of the stupid lengths to 
which bureaucracy carries the Bri- 
tish Staff Officer. Sixteen medium 

(Continurd on p^gc SJ 
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Strengthening of People’s Front Emphasised At Valencia 

Plenum of C. C. of the Communist Party 



A Plenum of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Spanish Communist 
Party is an event which is bound 
to awaken the liveliest interest 
of every conscious Anti-Fascist in 
Spain. The Plenum which began 
in Valencia on November 13th 
made important decisions which 
cover the whole field of the Spa- 
nish people's struggle to win the 
war and the revolution. 

LESSONS OF THE NORTH 

The Plenum declared that the 
present situation is serious. The 
loss of the North confronts us 
with a grave military situation. 
At the same time Jos6 Diaz spo- 
ke strongly against the opinion of 
those who regard the loss of the 
North as having been inevitable 
because of its isolation. He drew 
a sharp contrast between the po- 
licy which saved Madrid and the 
policy which lost the North, bet- 
ween the policy of a great polit- 
ical mobilisation of the masses and 
the policy of forbidding meetings 
and propaganda and political work 
in the Army. 

THREE GOVERNMENTS 

As against the loss of the North 
the Plenum could point to positive 
progress. It traced the advance 
shown in the three Governments 
which have been In power since 
the beginning of the war; the Gi- 
ral Government, weak, with no 
link with the masses; the Caballe- 
ro Government which had the 
support of all the mass organisa- 




JOSE DIAZ 



tioos in the country but failed to 
take advantage of its opportuni- 
ties, showed a tremendous delay 
in solving vita^ problems, and a 
complete failure to to deal ener- 
getically with the Trotskyist trai- 
tors and the Fifth Column. The 
present Government, which receiv- 
ed an inheritance heavily mort- 
gaged by the two previous Go- 



vernments, has important achie- 
vements to its credit. The Com- 
munist Party greets the energy 
and authority displayed by the 
Government, pointing out at the 
same time that they must always 
be directed against the real enem- 
ies of the people. 

REGULAR PEOPLE’S ARMY 

The Plenum noted the great 
progress which has been made in 
the military field: the formation 
of the Regular Army, the unified 
command, leaders who have pro- 
ved theLr loyalty to the people. 
The Plenum emphasised that the 
Army’s patriotism and its hatred 
of Fascism are one, and declared 
itself absolutely opposed to any 
tendencies towards a non-political 
Army. The task of the Army is to 
win the war and the anti-Faso 1st 
people’s revolution. The Plenum in- 
dicated certain weaknesses In the 
Army — in some places an absen- 
ce of the organisation and disci- 
pline which should characterise a 
regular modem army, an insuffi- 
cient mastery of military techni- 
que, and the fact that a thorough 
purge of all disloyal elements has 



still not been carried out. The 
Communist Party calls for the 
building of a vast force of reser- 
ves; the fortifications needed to 
withstand the enemy’s attacks and 
to convert those attacks into hea- 
vy defeats; intensive and thorough 
training in military technique for 
the soldiers and, above all, the of- 
ficers; a thorough purge of the 



Army to remove the last enemy 
agent. While Indicating certain 
weaknesses In the work of the 
Political Commissariat the Plenum 
declared that the Commissars are 
the soul of our .Army and their 
role is an indispensable one which 
cannot be diminished. 

In the organisation of the war 
industry some progress has been 
made but it is still far from ade- 
quate and is proceeding too slo- 
wly, The Plenum declared that 
there is no obstacle to carrying 
out the Imm ediate nationalisation 
of the basic Industry which is es- 
sential if the needs of the Army 
are to be met. 

“On the day the invasion of 
Spanish territory began, on that 
same day began the war of In- 
ternational Fascism against 
France”, said Jos6 Diaz. He sho- 
wed that a rebel victory in Spain 
would bring, not peace, but a 
world war. Two forces have aided 
the Spanish Republic from tbe be- 
ginning: the Soviet Union and the 
most advanced section of the wor- 
king class. Diaz stated that the 
aid which international solidarity 



hftd so far given the Spanish peo- 
ple had not yet been adequate be- 
cause of the fatal policy of some 
Social-Democratic leaders which 
had led to defeat in Austria and 
Germany and is now leading to 
world war. He called far direct 
action for the Republic with con- 
crete objectives — above all the 
prevention of transport of supplies 
of any sort to rebel Spain. 

NO COMPROMISE 

The Plenum appealed to the 
people of Spain to be on guard 
against all talk of compromise. 
Compromise with Fascism in 
Spain would be a victory for Fa- 
scism all over Europe “To drive 
out the invader^to smash Franco, 
to destroy Fascism forever — that 
is the only compromise possible.” 

The Plenum held out the per- 
spective of a possible great impro- 
vement in the Republic’s position 
as a result of international unity. 

Diaz summarised the contrast 
between the semi-colonial Spain 
of Franco and the democratic 
Spain of the Republic. The Ple- 
num paced a new question on the 
order of the day: the question of 
elections. Several arguments we- 
re advanced for this. The Cortes 
does not correspond to the present 
state of political forces In the 
country. The Provincial and Local 
Councils were appointed by Go- 
vernment decree. Bilections would 
be the occasion for a great poli- 
tic ad campaign to mobilise the 
people for the winning of the war 
and should occasion oo internal 
struggle in the People’s Front 
between the anti-Fascist Parties 

: " : m n 
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hnd organisation. On the contrary 
it would serve to strengthen unity. 
In the French and Russian Revo- 
lutions we have examples of the 
effectiveness of elections in a per- 
iod of war and revolution. The elec- 
tions would show the world that 
while in rebel territory the people 
are terrorised by the Fascists and 
the Civil Guards, in the Republic 
the masses participate in the elec- 
tion of the organs of Government. 
This contrast could not fail to 
have considerable repercussions in 
the international sphere and in 
the .rebel zone. 



FI KM UNITY POLICY 

Diaz emphasised the importan- 
ce of the Communist’s Party rela- 
tions with the Socialist Party. He 
presented the United Party as a 
Party which which did not want 
to absorb or displace anyone. The 
Communist Party’s desire for clo- 
ser co-operation with the C. N. T. 
did not mean any cooling in its 
desire to achieve fusion with the 
Socialists. The changes in the out- 
look and policy of the C. N. T. 
and the Anarchists made it pos- 
sible to- put on the immediate 
agenda of the day the definite 
participation of the C. N. T. in 
the People’s Front and the con- 



clusion of a pact between the U. 
G. T. and the C. N, T. on the ba- 
sis of a concrete programme. 

The Plenum called for absolute 
respect for the liberties and aspi- 
rations of all the peoples of Spain, 
and, in particular, of the Catalans. 

A warning wa3 issued against 
impatience and nervous reactions 
which might endanger working- 
class unity and the development 
of the People’s Front policy — no 
other policy was possible at the 
present time. While the Commu- 
nist Party did not agree with 
every one of the decisions of the 
people’s Front Government wi- 
thout exception, none of the Go- 
vernment’s decisions had made it 
impossible for the Communists to 
work to strengthen the Army, to 
develop the war industry and 
reinforce anti-Fascist unity within 
the People’s Front. The People’s 
Front should become a magnifi- 
cent instrument for active and ef- 
fective mass co-oper&tion with 
the Government. At the Plenum 
the Communist Party solemnly 
pledged itself to do all in its po- 
wer to strengthen and broaden 
the People's Front. 

A. M. t. 




“I JOINED THE ARMY” by “X. Y. Z.” 



(Continued from page 1.) 



tanks were to demonstrate their 
capabilities to a select body of of- 
ficials from a higher command. 
They were assigned, weeks in ad- 
vance, the task of crossing a mile 
of treacherous moorland. Press re- 
porters were Invited to boost the 
show. "The tank crews were not 
in favour of the scheme — there 
was too much treacherous bog — 
even on foot one sank to the an- 
gles in the slime. But higher 
authority was undisturbed. Three 
days prior to the event it rained. 
The drivers were on the verge of 
. mutiny”. 

However the show commenced, 
"but not all the Staff officers 
ravings could get a tank across 
that strip of land. No one but a 
Staff Officer would have expec- 
ted to do so". One tank comple- 
tely disappeared from sight be- 
neath the moor. "Ten thousand 
pounds of public money had been 
sacrificed". 

"X, Y. Z.” writes feelingly of 
the attitude of civilians towards 
the soldiers. The soldier he says 
is looked down upon. Parents ob- 
ject to their daughters marrying 
a soldier. They are refused aumit- 
tance to cafes, dance halls and 
other public places: he quotes an 
instance where the soldiers and 
sailors in one town, after a num- 
ber of examples of this social os- 
tracism, organised a party of 
which he was one, and wrecked 
the cafes and dance halls where 
they had been refused entry. 

He makes a strong appeal to 
the British working class "to al- 
ter its attitude to the troops — to 
win their absolute trust and con- 
fidence". 

“Intimidation and fear of the 
military machine prevent the sol- 
dier from taking any active part 
in politics and at the same time 
rob him of political freedom. Ho- 
wever, the soldier despite his 
handicaps is loyal to his olaas.” 
This fact is sharply brought home 
to him as a result of the pay cuts 
which came into effect in 1925. 
When the soldiers failed to get the 
cuts returned under the Labour 
Government In 1929 there was 
great disappointment and disgust 
with the Labour leaders. “The dis- 
appointment of the soldiers spread 
to their relatives whom they 
maintained: anti-labour propa- 

ganda was spread mainly by the 
higher ranked N. C. O.’s and of- 
ficers who sometimes lent an oar 
to the private's complaints about 
low pay. Controversies, held far 



from the ears of authority, either 
bitterly condemned, or violently 
supported, Labour Rule”. 

These general experiences of 
“X. Y. Z.” bear out the experien- 
ces of the majority of people who 
have served in the British Army. 
The whole attitude of the Army 
authorities to the men is seen 
in striking contrast when compa- 
red with our own experiences in 
the International Brigades and the 
Republican Army. Real volunteers 
for military service can be secu- 
red, without economic compulsion 
when people can be assured that 
their efforts will be used to cham- 
pion democracy and the interests 
of the people. % 

The volunteers of the Interna- 
tional Brigades sacrificed jobs and 
home cheerfully and they were re- 
ceived by the Spanish People and 
the Republican Army authorities 
as comrades in the anti-fascist 
fight. Discipline is not enforced 
to bludgeon the mind of the indi- 
vidual but in a comradely manner 
with the purpose of raising the 
efficiency of the Peoples Army. 
No effort is too great for the 
Government in ameliorating the 
inevitable hardships of war. “X. 
Y. Z.” writes of an army in peace 



have our political delegates and 
Commissars from the sections up 
throughout the whole Army to 
safeguard our interests, improve 
otir social life and help develop 
our political connections. 

Penalties for breaches of disci- 
pline are not brutal and decisions 
of the military courts are taken 
by the men. Promotion in our 
Army is open to all men of ability 
and good record without restric- 
tion and not confined as in other 
armies^ to the people of the up- 
per and middle classes. 

It is because the Peoples Army 
has abolished the old bourgeois 
class restrictions that it increas- 
ingly wins new support from Lho 
people, becomes more and more a 
part of their life, held in the grea- 
test respect and free from the old 
bureaucratic traditions, rapidly 
develops its striking force. 

One is compelled to agree with 
the proposals of “X. Y. Z.” for a 
public campaign in Britain for 
higher pay in the Services, more 
holidays, better pensions, better 
living accommodation, less severe 
punishments, shorter terms of ser- 
vice and plentiful and decent fopd. 
Where he makes the greatest 




British volunteer?* at Fuencarral In No vein her of ln.-f year. 



time; whereas here one meets 
with general satisfaction with the 
conditions, the food and the stan- 
dards of pay in the course of the 
war. 

The po!ilkal t as3oeiations uf the 
men are res;- 'cud bv those in au- 
thority. We h:- v -j'.r Trench Wall- 
Papers unv 1 di -das, and our 
Brig. Vo.- !'. igh which to 

s.v.--- : \bovc all we 



error, is in leaving In the back- 
ground the demand uf ’he men in 
all branches of tin' Service fi,> ‘i ; . 
rights of citizens-- the rigid, 
discuss political events; r >; :i 
to attend politico! media;..', l: ■■ 
right to r.rvaa down 
tion from flic r- . <»:' : » .- ; -•••;-.•.* 

aod taker a hand ,:i i.» r >. . 
vernmert. 




4 



THE VOLUNTEER FOB LIBERTY- 




Buenaventura Durruti 



On November 20th, 1936, the 
Spanish Republic lost an irrecon- 
cilable and self-sacrificing- enemy 
of Fascism — Buenaventura Du- 
rruti. Durruti was in the outskirts 
of Madrid in front of the building 
where he had his Staff Headquart- 
ers, when a fascist bullet woun- 
ded him mortally m the chest just 
as he was leaving a car to go up 
to the front lines. 

A Barcelona worker, he was 
b n on July 14th. 1896. His 

father was a railwayman. In 
l 920 Durruti Joined the Anar- 
( hists. The bourgeoisie hated the 
v..ry s'- und of his name and on 
1'wur occasions he was condemned 
to death. He was one of the lea- 
ders of the Spanish Anarchist or- 
ganise: ion. the so-called Iberian 
Anarchist Federation (F. A. 1 . 1 

At the eiid of 1982 the F. A. I. 
.succeeded in winning decisive in- 
lluence ii: the trade union organi- 
sation of tht. Spanish Anarcho- 
Syndicalists, the National Confc- 
d^ratien of Labour *C. N. T . ) in 
v. hich the Syndicalists had pre- 
viously held the majority. From 
:hat time on Durruti was one of 
the leaders of the C. X. T. 

The military fascist rebellion 
U/.ir.d him in Catalonia He sho- 
wed the courage, determination 
,.nd of an organiser and 



a leader. The setting up of the 
United People’s Government In 
Catalonia with the Anarchist's 
participation was In a large 
measure due to him. He spared no 
effort in forming battalions of ar- 
med workers. In the beginning 
these battalions took up am atti- 
tude of opposition to all power, an 
attitude of “organised Indiscipli- 
ne”. The development of events, 
the difficulties of the struggle, the 
Fascist rebels' advance in Madrid, 
showed Durruti, and later the ma- 
jority of the Spanish Anarchist 
workers, the necessity for orga- 
nisation and discipline. 

Durruti took to heart the hard 
lessons of the anti-fascist strug- 
gle. "We must create a Regular 
Army. We shcul establish an iron 




discipline. The main task is to 
crush Fascism, to defend Spain.” 
Those were the slogans under 
which he participated in the or- 
ganisation of the armed forces of 
the P.epublic. 

In a radio appeal he made to 
the Catalonian workers shortly 
before his death, he said: ‘'W r e 
must set our ' united strength 
against fascist tyranny; there 
must be a Single Ory<ini.<iation 
v.yith a Single Discipline.'' 

A column of 12.000 well-discipli- 
ned men operated under his lea- 
dership. When the fascist bands 
were nearing Madrid, Durruti has- 
tened there with a strong column 
of 5.000. He showed his willingness 
to place himself unreservedly un- 
der the orders of the united cen- 
tral command in the fight to de- 
fend Madrid. 




Durruti’s letter to the workers 
of the U. S. S. R. is full of the 
deepest love for the organised 
working-class and faith in its 
strength. 

On Durruti’s death Jos£ Diaz, 
in the name of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Spanish Communist 
Party, sent a telegram to the 
G. N. T. leader, Garcia Oliver: 

“We have learned of the heroic 
death of our comrade Durruti 
with feelings of deepest sorrow. 
He was a son of the working-class 
and a brave defender of proleta- 
rian liberty. The criminal bullet of 
a fascist bandit has ended a young 
life, full of sacrifice. Let us draw 
closer together until we destroy 
the fascist hordes who have spat- 
tered our land with blood. Let us 
fight on all the fronts of Spain to 
avenge our hero's death. Long live 
the victory of the Spanish Peo- 
ple!” 

To the roll of honour of the brave 
Spanish fighters and the volun- 
teers in the International Briga- 
des who have fallen in the strug- 
gle against the fascist rebels and 
against fascist intervention there 
was added the name of Durruti. 

The workers of all lands, all 
anL-fascists lower their banners 
in memory of that brave fighter 
for the freedom and independence 
of heroic Spain. 



Military Leaders 
Take Part in I. B. 
Beimler Meeting 

The anniversary of the death 
of Hans Beimler, German anti- 
fascist fighter who fell in bntlle 
on tlie Madrid front on December 
1st of last year, was commemora- 
ted by the general Madrid press, 
by various political and military 
organizations, and by the diffl- 
uent units cf the International 
Brigades, last week. 

At the International Brigades 
Commissariat headquarters m 
Madrid a special tribute was pr.ki 
to the mofnory of Beimler at a 
meeting held in his honor, .which 
a number of well known military 
leaders attended, among whom 
were: Anton, Commissar for War 
of the Arjny of the Center; 
Captain Jos6 Estrugo, repre- 
senting General Miaja; Luigi 
Gallo, Commissar Inspector of the 
International Brigades; and Heinz 
Roth, Political Commissar of the 
"Hans Beirnier” Battalion of the 
11th Brigade. Each made a short 
speech in praise of Beimler. Ra- 
fael Henche. Mayor of Madrid, 
spoke in the name of the People’s 
Front. 

Representing the 15th Brigade 
was Dave Doran. 

The Political Commissar of the 




ANTON 

14th Brigade, F. Vittori, acted as 
chairman of the meeting. 

The first to speak was Comra- 
de Roth. In his brief talk he said: 
“Today completes a year that the 
generous heart of Beimler has 
ceased to beat — he sacrificed 
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HANS BEIMLER, 
DEFENDER OF MADRID 

Krti Front! — sold the hero, 

A»i H;uim Beimier fell to the earth, 

TTie Spaniards he:ml it: 
hi- Orn»n romradcH hrord it, 
the French imd the Vtolion^, 

heard It; ihe air heard It; 
tumbling. ihe bullet hori* 
to kill him, heard it. 

K*’d Front! — and on Jfiya! 

< ii'-ldinn soil fell 

one who cam<> from very far 
to npill his blood ficjv. 
t Red Front ! Hear him, 

tiernoany of prisons, 

the executioner who lifts 

his dry-blooded ax that drops 

<ni the necks of those 

who refuse to stoop. 

lied Front! — rings, whistles, 
crossing like a bullet, crackling 
through sea, sky and laud, 

Through heavens — every place, 
thin cry moving rapidly. 

Red Front! — until It Is nailed, 
deep into the hearts 

of those who want it, who love It, 

let them shout It — Red Front! 

like Hans Belinler shouted It. 

Madrid, that has a memory, 
will shout It until the mouths 
t)f her rifles go dry 
from so much shouting. 

Red Front! — whistles the train 
whlzzlkg through the fleldH of Spain. 

Roaring through the villages, 
the towns, and the cities. 

Among orchards and gardens, 
flags and orangery, 

Valencia salutes the body — . 

Red Front! — of Hans Belmler. 

The abundunce of Catalonia, 
her vineyards, her olive groves, 
the sandy bene hr* of Barcelona. 

Red Front! — to see him the people go. 

Paris! Yonr workers, 
singing, carry him on their shoulders, 
marching him toward the boats 
that they may take Hans Belmler, 
since his German fatherland 
refuse* to give hlna a passage. 

Red Front! Through Moscow, 
through the Red Square, great 
pageantry, and multitudes — 
singing they march to bury him. 

Red Front! Alongside of Lenin, 
there, tranquil, lie rests. 




HANS BEIMLER 



A year ago one of th? best of the into motional fighters fell in 
the defence of Madrid. 

Hans Belmler was born in a very poor German family. He went 

to work at an early age as an apprentice metal-worker in tin- Munich 

factories. He soon experienced the injustices of the social system in 

which he was living. He joined the Socialist Trade Union movement 
* ^ 

and was mobilised in the first days of the World War for anti-milita- 
rism. The war, in which he fought as a sailor, made him an ardent 
champion of peace and a bitter enemy of the German Monarchy. In 
November, 1918, he took part in the first act of the German revolution. 

When the German Republic was crushed by Fascism and by Its 
own weakness and wrong policy, Beimier, as one of the best-known 
fighters for peace and freedom In South Germany, was hunted, arres- 
ted and tortured together with so many of Germany's best. He ex- 
perienced the hell on earth of the Dachau concentration camp, where 
they put him In the cell in which his friend Dresscl had b-'en m* ’-- 
derod. Belmler was spared the same fate by hla escape from Cerm ir.v. 
He at once resumed political activity and became one of the .st-rrvd, 
and most powerful accusers of Hitler Fascism. 

When the rebellion of the Generals and Fascist traitors broke cut 
in Spain, Hans Belmler came here to meet his enemies, the enemies 
of the German and Spanish peoples, in the armed struggle. He arrived 
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him3elf for liberty. With him we 
honor all of our brothers who fell 
for the same cause. He washed 
with his blood the stain that 
Hitler has flung over the German 
people. He demonstrated that the 
"FUhrer” is not Germany, and 
that the best of Germany is found 
here in Spain fighting for free- 
dom, The battalion that bears his 
name took his banner of the union 
against fascism. We pledge to 
carry it ahead of us till victory is 



won. We shall carry It to Burgos 
and to Salamanca" 

The popular Spanish poet, Ra- 
fael Alberti, recited three of his 
poems, the first entitled "To The 
International Brigades", the se- 
cond . called “Hans Beimier" 
(which is translated and printed 
above J , and the third was the 
"Defense of Madrid”. After a 
storm of applause, he recited ano- 
ther dedicated to the fallen youth 
of the war. 



in the first days; and at Barcelona, Albacete and Madrid he showed 
himself a tireless organiser of the "Thaelmann Centuria” and of the 
first International Brigades. Simultaneously with this military work, 
he carried on a magnificent struggle for unity. 

He was appointed Political Commissar and came to Madrid in 
those difficult November days of 1936, when the MllJUa, whose heroism 
was sometimes of no avail because of ther disorganisation and the 
demoralisation which resulted from their constant retreats, were stand- 
ing at bay against the rebel Armies, and when the bourgeois journalists 
were preparing to write up the fall of the capital. The miracle occu- 
rred, the miracle which /as the mobilisation of a brave people pre- 
pared to give life itself rather than live as the slaves of Fascism. 
At the head of the first International Brigade, which act an example 
In discipline, organisation and military efficiency, Beimier played his 
part. On December 1st, 193fi or. the Madrid Front a Fascist bullet 
robbed us of this great leader. 



AMERICAN HOSPIT 




There is a normal amount of ac- 
tivity going on at the American 
Base Hospital when a call comes 
to proceed immediately to the 
front. As you recall, the American 
hospital base is about fifty miles 
from Madrid, and this action is 
to take place on the A ragon 
front. We must be prepared to set 
up a field hospital of seventy- 
five beds with a complete staff of 
thirty personnel. This Includes 
doctors, nurses, and varied types 
of help so that a complete hospi- 
tal unit can be established in a 
building as close as possible to the 
front, ready to receive patients 
and ready to operate within twel- 
ve hours after the selection of a 
site. 

As many of the personnel as 
can pile into a station wagon do 
so. and this vehicle becomes the 
vanguard. This is followed by an 
ambulance, then three trucks. One 
of the trucks contains all the kit- 
chen supplies and the food. The 
other two carry beds, mattresses 
and other necessaries. The auto- 
chir, which is the slowest moving, 
takes up the rear. The autochir. 
If you do not remember, is a com- 



pletely equipped operating room 
on wheels, in which any major 
operation can be performed. It is 
a complete autonomous unit. Whe- 
re and whenever possible we pre- 
fer to have the contents of this 
unit transferred into a building 
about which can be built a com- 
plete seventy-five bed hospital. At 
the Madrid and Aragon fronts 
this has been the practice. On the 
Southern front, because of the 
unavailability of bouses near the 



front, surgical operations are 
done directly in the autochir. 

HEAVY TRAFFIC 

It is a two-dav trip to the front 
and the nearer wc get to our dest- 
ination the thicker the traffic be- 
comes. All are bound for the same 
place. There appears to be an end- 
less train of troop convoys, food 
convoys, ambulances, trucks full 
of various materials — and we are 
caught in the line. The travelling 
slows down considerably. This is 
no dull lice. The soldiers are cons- 
tantly singing or shouting, excited 
In anticipation of the battle that 
Is only a few days off. All lan- 
guages are heard. These are the 
Internationals on the move. 

As we near our destination, 
different sections of this convoy 
turn off the road to seek their 
camp sites, and we turn off to 
ours. This is a section of ploughed 
ground bordering upon a small 
stream, the latter the only plea- 
sant sign in the set-up. The scar- 
city of water in this section dur- 
ing the late summer is notorious, 
and a scarcity of trees goes hand- 
in-hand with the lack of water. 
It is a bare arid country. 

We come across three large 
barracks painted in bright blue, 
and on the roof a large red cross 
set in a white circle. A white ena- 
mel ambulance with a conspicuous 
red cross on its top stands all ab- 
laze in the sun in front of the 
buildings. What a target for 
bomba from the air! I never saw 



such a challenge to the fascists 
before. Since when do they spare 
hospitals? What dors this defian- 
ce mean? Is it possible that wl- 
have blundered through the lines 1 :’ 
Is there time to turn back? 

HERMAN MARE 

Wc quickly ft turn to the camp, 
ask about the hospital wc have 
seen, and are told that it was set 
up by the International Red Cross. 
Actually we learned later that 
hospital was put into use during 
the offensive, but only after re- 
ceiving a good camouflaging. 

The next morning with a guide, 
and the final orders having been 
given, our group moves out. We 
are moving to another section of 




DR. IRVING BI'SOH. Commandanl 
of all Ameiicun hospitals in Spain. 

the line, and reach our field hos- 
pital just before mid-day. Two 
Spanish surgical teams already 
have arrived, and the setting up 
of a field hospital is under way. 

At lunch time six planes are 
seen- overhead proceeding in the 
direction of the lines. “Whose pla- 
nes are those?” I ask the Spanish 
surgeon who is standing beside 
me. 

“Huestros" (ours), he says be- 
amingly. 

“How do you know?” I ask. 

And ho replies, "Because they 
are headed in the direction of the 
front lines”. 

With the conclusion of his re- 
tort the planes suddenly bank and 
head threateningly toward our 
hospital, and in a few moments we 
are all lying face downward on 
the ground. Then comes a crash 




AL UNIT IN ACTION 




THE INTERIOR of one of the wards In the American Base Hospital. 



and an explosion . . . and every- 
thing and everybody is terrifically 
shaken up. 

Wc keep our heads and eyes 
glued to the earth. A few mo- 
ments and a similar explosion is 
hoard. The anticipation of another 
falling bomb fills us with dread- 
ful apprehension. 

Then comes a third crash, but 
no explosion. Still we wait. When 
we feci the enemy have passed on, 
we investigate. Two bombs have 
exploded; another unexplodccl pre- 
sents a fearful sight lying fifty 
meters from the hospital. With 
trepidation we approach the bomb 
and examine the German stamp 
on it. Well, that is the fascists’ 
welcome to the Americans. But 
this is only an incident of field 
hospital life. 

By late afternoon we are ready. 
All are assigned to tluties. 

It is evening and there is one 
of those big dark brown Ameri- 
can ambulances coming slowly up 
the road. It appears a little un- 
steady on these Spanish country 
roads. Good that they are sturdy 
and* are equipped with the latest 
American mechanical devices. 

WOUNDED ARRIVE 

In front of the hospital the am- 
bulance slops, an American am- 
bulance driver alights with his 
assistant, and they pass to the 
rear. The first wounded are re- 
moved to the front room, or tria- 
ge, as it is called. Here they are 
examined, a diagnosis is made, 
and a treatment is decided upon. 
This one for the operating room. 
Another to be put to bed to await 
his turn for a later operation. 
Another to be sent for treatment 
to a hospital in the rear. All get 
a hypo of tetanus anti-toxin. The 
dreaded disease of lockjaw is a 
rarity in this war. In the hospital 
all is a-bustle now. The plaxie 
seems full of doctors, nurses and 
helpers. 

Some of these patients will re- 
quire blood transfusions. Others 
are to receive shock treatment. 
Some cases will have plaster-of- 
Paris casts applied, others airpla- 
ne splints, and then be sent on 
after a little rest to a hospital in 



the rear. The triage Is a busy 
place. 

TTie American operating team 
works at one table, find a Spanish 
team at a table along side. When 
the operation is completed we step 
into the triage. Lying on stret- 
chers, covering every available 
space on the floor, are the woun- 
ded. Many ambulances have di- 
scharged wounded while we wor- 
ked, It looks like an all night ses- 
sion, something that is not un- 
common when doing front line 
work. The third operating team 
fills in, and this gives each group 
a chance to recuperate, for there 
will bo a full week of concentra- 
ted activity. 

NO REST AT FRONT 

The number of cases In the 
triage has dwindled down to but 
a few, and w« expect a tempora- 
ry lull. But wc, peek In after fi- 
nishing an operation and the tria- 
ge is full again. 

Dawn breaks and we still are 
hard at work. Wonder how the 
nurses are getting on in the 
wards ? These are all very sick 
cases and require lots of care. But 
the nurses are working unhalting- 
ly. There is no eight hour day at 
the front for them. The tenseness 
and tempo of front work somehow 
dispels fatigue. 

During the early morning hours 
one hears the cannons pounding 
with discomfiting regularity. Du- 
ring the course of time one beco- 
mes unaware of the disturbing de- 
tonations aod only notices the 



temporary cessations of the firing. 
The tension we work under is 
heightened by the regular appea- 
rance of the fascist bombers mor- 
ning and afternoon. We see many 
dog fights over our hospital. The 
visits of the fascist planes are not 
very stimulating to our work. 

VILLAGE BOMBED 

On the third morning there is a 
lull in the surgical work, and we 
receive an accustomed unfriendly 
visit from six fascist bombers. 
They are directly overhead, but 
we are not their objective. They 



head toward' the lines flying 
six abreast and pass over a villa- 
ge situated one kilometc.r in front 
of us. As if pulling the same 
string, each drops a bomb on !hc 
town. We hear the terrific explo- 
sions, and see the ascent of black 
smoke into the skies— a direct 
hit. One-half hour later we are 
busy again, treating women and 
children that our ambulances 
bring in from the village we ha- 
ve just seen bombed. 

When later I .read President 
Roosevelt’s speech delivered at 
Chicago on October 5th, I recalled 
most vividly this incident when I 
came to this passage, "and with- 
out warning or justification of 
any kind, civilians, including wo- 
men and children, are being ruth- 
lessly murdered with bombs from 
the air". For this town was not a 
military objective and had not, 
aa a matter of fact, so much as 
a gasoline pump in it. 

Our work continues feverishly 
for a week. We sleep in l#nts, 
and never bother to undress, for 
an ambulance load of wounded 
may come in at any hour. It is 
a really primitive camp life with- 
out conveniences. 

Fascist bombers frequently 
(Continued on pajfc 9 ) 




AMERICAN and British nurses. This photo was taken at Quinto after 

the Fuentes de,Ebro attack. 
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The fascist Governments do not 
recognise the suppositious "red’* 
Governments. They only tolerate 
the democratic Governments with 
great difficulty. Furthermore, 
they consider themselves to be 
the only competent authorities to 
decide the true colour of another 
Government; they claim the right 
to be the supreme judges as to 
the manner tn which the nations 
must have themselves governed, 
and they arrogate to themselves 
the right to correct these nations 
when they see fit. 

This phenomenon Is very cu- 
rious. It is the first time that a 
Government which is a new-co- 
mer and is thereupon legitimate, 
has permitted Itself to lay down 
the law on the right to existence of 
other Governments older than it- 
self. Until now the exact contra- 
ry was the case. The new Go- 
vernments which came into being 
through revolution, a coup d’etat 
or shady machinations were ne- 
ver recognised In a hurry by 
Europe at a time when Europe 
maintained a certain coherence 
in hex ideas and institutions. They 
had to produce proofs of order 
and international morality; after 
which the recently created empe- 
ror or the dictator who showed a 
judicious readiness to fall In with 
the conventions, finally had the 
probability of being consecrated 
by his betters as a lawful sove- 
reign. 

Then this m»an, who was po- 
werful on his own account but 
with whose shady arrival the 
other powers would not tempo- 
rise for a lengthy period, over- 
flowed with pride and joy. This 
is to be seen in that old and mo- 
ving photograph which shows 
Napoleon ITT* and Queen Victoria 
In the imperial train travelling 
among padded silk. They haven't 
much to say to one another, but 
what an expression of content- 
ment there is on the face of the 
former usurper! He has been le- 
galised, and after being forced to 
wait be is none the less recei- 
ved into the boeom of the univer- 
sal monarchy 

After examining this idyil, We 
immediately remembei* that, after 
all. the dictator was no less ven- 
turesome than the dictators Yiow 
Certainly he maintained his autho- 
rity by a sort of “Gestapo” and 
his warlike enterprises never ca- 
me to an end. Nevertheless the 
difference between him and an 
individual of Hitler’s type is clear 



enough.- In the first place Napo- 
leon III was not in the habit of 
laying waste countries in which 
he had no business for tbs plea- 
sure of tmposing his dominion 
upon them, as is the case in Spain 
at present. On the contrary he 
was possessed with the mania of 
bringing to foreign peoples the li- 
berty which he denied to his own. 
In bis battles he even went so fax 
as to expose his own person, a 
practice which is quite unknown 
to the new lords and masters who 
pxefer to obseive the deeds of 
their bombing squadrons from a 
very respectful distance. 

It is as well to add that for- 
merly, politics, even the imperial 
pqiitics, did not necessarily inva- 
de the sphere of spiritual civilisa- 
tion. The mind kept its sovereignty 
despite the omnipotence of the 




system. If Victor Hugo went into 
exile it was in order to maintain 
his political independence, and not 
for Literary reasons. His books 
were not burned; and, on the con- 
trary,' the current of opposition 
brought them greater success. Un- 
der a dictatorship the greatest In- 
novators of the century were able 
to experiment with a literature 
and painting which were both 
beautiful and daring. Thus scien- 
tists and artists did not feel them- 

i 

selves under any necessity for get- 
ting at logger-heads with, the 
Court, 

These facts moat be borne in 
mind if We are. to appreciate the 
full extent of the decadence of the 
new crop of dictators. Under other 
circumstances political violence did 



not invent a country’s spiritual 
life from developing freely, and 
evert from enjoying a certain airy 
it j>M ni » xn se loagnr mmai 

tp exist in this world Over ffttler 
Germany the darkness is beco- 
ming more and more oppressive. 
This is . an unavoidable condition 
under a dictatorship which codld 
not survive the granting of free- 
dom of opinion or siheere . and 
creative, thought. Quite the rever- 
se. In order to last, the dictator- 
ship finds itself obliged to carry 
darkness into other places. It is 
necessary for the universe to ac- 
cept its idea of culture, which is 
the negation of culture* and to 
become contaminated also. There 
is no security for this system of 
government, even if It is victo- 
rious in the political sphere, until 
it has succeeded in providing the 
peoples who are still free with 
that slavery of the mind which It 
calls its “philosophy”. 

A map of Europe recently pu- 
blished in Berlin has as its title; 
“Europe and Bolshevism. The dif- 
ferent forms of Bolshevik penetra- 
tion.” According to this map three- 
quarters of the continent are al- 
ready “bolshevised". In order to 
arrive at this conclusion they do 
not let themselves be disturbed by 
the fact that onily one stale has 
taken the means of production 
completely into its hands, itthmigti 
on the map the country guilty of 
this is covered with the blackest 
of blacks. They then proceed to 
colour the countries which have 
signed military pacts with the So- 
viet Union, such as those where a 
People’s Front Government is in 
power, with a dull black faintly 
striped with a lighter colour. The 
Scandinavian countries where the 
Socialists are in power are, for 
that reason, scarcely less dark 
than the U. S. S. R. itself. 

One same muddy tint covers 
Republican Spain, France, Czecho- 
slovakia, Rumania, Turkey and 
the small countries on the frontiers 
of Russia, with the exception of 
Finland. Consequently the map 
becomes really sinister. There on- 
ly remain two shining white ar- 
changels to save this continent 
which has fallen in the mire; who 
they are can be guessed. We know 
also that they do all they can in 
this direction. Thanks to them 
half Spain has just regained a pre- 
sentable colour. One of the ar- 



changels says: “Europe bt 

fascist/’ The other declares at Nu- 
rembufg: “France and Great Bri- 
tain are concerned because Spain 
may be conquered by us. Our con- 
cern, on the other hand, la that 
«be may be conquered by Mhe- 
▼ism." 

And this man. Hitler, is floun- 
dering in tbe midst of inextrica- 
ble internal difficulties, such aa 
the everlasting trials for high 
treason, the opposition of the 
churches which has been transfor- 
med into politics, the demont ra- 
tions against war in a Berlin plun- 
ged in darkness, the refusal of the 
young men to enlist in the Infan- 
try, the impoverishment of the 
masses and the ruined economy. I 
have omitted some of the diffi- 
culties, and not the least Impor- 
tant. The People’s Front is in ttxl* 
stenCe there, and is rising up 
against the system. But that does 
not matter. . . That “admirable" 
character, far from minding his 
own business, Only concerns him- 
self with the welfare of this poor 
Europe which is decrepit enough 
to allow itself to be tempted by 
Bolshevism; and Bolshevism, la 
the eyes of this “admirable” indi- 
vidual, Is equivalent to human li- 
berty and justice. 

He does not “recognise" the Go- 
vernments of liberty and social 
justice. But if wa atop fta <hfnb 
the mattar over: baa be ever bam 
recognised? He has been admit- 
ted, despite his coup d’etat which 
was disreputable intrigue, and ha- 
ving been admitted he is endured. 
Whether he should be “recogni- 
sed” or not has still not been di- 
scussed. We are still free to do so. 



Prehistoric Discovery 
Made by Soviet Sclen- 
, tists 

LENINGRAD, Dec. 4.— An ex- 
pedition commissioned by tho 
Academy of Sciences has disco- 
vered in the valley of the River 
Don, near the little tovim of Kos- 
tensky, a piece of ground belong- 
ing either to the Glacial Epoch 
or to the era before the begin- 
ning of civilization. In v&rioua 
sections of this ground gte&t 
quantities of prehistoric objects 
were found. 
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PERSONNEL of the Bate Hospital 



AMERICAN HOSPITAL UNIT 
IN ACTION 

(Continued from pa;e 7.1 

threaten, and our own planes cau- 
se us consternation until co- 
me close enough to be recogni- 
zed as ours. The droning of an 
airplane motor at the front is no 
com / t r to the surgeon in the 
midst A an operation. 

Here Is no safety against the 
deadly missiles dropped from abo- 
ve. One place is as dangerous as 
another, and under the most pe- 
rilous circumstances the nurses 
continue to stand by the woun- 
ded. Heroism is the usual thing, 
and only contrary acts would be 
noticeable. 

BACK TO BASE 

During the second week the 
number of wounded decreases and 
there is a let-up in ' the concen- 
trated strain of the work. The 
doctors, nurses and ambulance 
drivers are quite worn out by this 
time and welcome the temporary 
reprieve. The decrease in the num- 
ber of wounded coming in means 
that we can anticipate a call in a 
few days to move out. 

On the night of the twelfth day 
of our stay at the front rumors 
are spreading that our division Is 
to move. The next day after lunch 
we receive our orders. All the pa- 
tients who are fit >o be evacuated 
are sent in ambulances to hospi- 
tals in the rear. One surgical team 
will remain behind to take care 
of the remaining patients until 
they are fit to be transported, a 
matter of perhaps another week. 

Everything is gathered and pac- 
ked into our trucks and autochi r. 
The dismantling of the field 
hospital proceeds much slower 
than did the setting up. We are 
going back to the base; we need 
# a rest However, we have the feel- 



ing that we are leaving a place 
where sufficient events to fill a* 
life time have transpired in the 
space of two weeks. Early the 
next morning the caravan begins 
its journey to the base. “We are 
going home", Is our way of ex- 
pressing it. 

BOMBED AGAIN 

At mid-day we enter a quiet 
sleepy little village, and look 
about for a place to buy some 
food. Suddenly we hear the fami- 
liar shriek of sirens warning of 
the coming of enemy planes. 

The whole village becomes tran- 
sformed, From the doorways rush 
women and children. Many a mo- 
ther has a babe In arms, and so- 
me drag other children behind 
them. Here and there one sees an 
old woman being hurried along by 
a younger person, or a fear-atric- 
ken mother r unning through, the 
streets calling frantically for a 
child she is unable to find. 

The streets are cleared. All are 
waiting anxiously ' in the places 
of refuge. 

ft comes- — that familiar crash-, 
ing explosion. 

His time the bomb destroys 
the hospital in the village — a fa- 
scist farewell to oilr group. 

Without further incident we 
reach our base, get down to rou- 
tine again, .and have time to re- 
flect under comparatively safe 
circumstances upon the experien- 
ces we have been through. Up un- 
til now our participation in an ail- 
absorbing purposeful work has 
blunted our awareness to the dan- 
gers encountered at the front. 
Away from the front we become 
increasingly more conscious of 
how 'grave they have been — but 
give us a little rest kxid the -dar 
mor to "return to front <fbty beg- 
ins over again. 

or. mvuya dvsch 



GIRLS WHO WAR ON MICROBES 



In the Institute of Biology and 
Serumther&py at Madrid there 
are’ collections of rabbits aW whi- 
te rats for experimental purposes. 
Here in different departments 
about forty girls, chattering and 
laughing in their white overalls, 
handle deadly microbes against 
whrch they have been imm unised. 
It is owing to i them and to this 
laboratory that Madrid has been 
free of epidemics. They have pre- 
pared thousands of tubes of se- 
rum for injections. And they ha- 
ve also saved from tetanus and 
gangrene hundreds of wounded. 

Doctor Alday, professor of the 
faculty of medicine at the Uni- 
versity of Madrid, is in charge of 
the laboratory which is managed 
by Doctor Ruiz Falco and he told 
me that in spite of the most me- 
ticulous precautions there is some 
risk attached to the work. He 
said; — “The son of the scientist 
and Nobel prize winner, don San- 
tiago Ram6n y Cajal, caught Mal- 
ta' fever here as did also another 
worker, Vincente Hernandez; but 
there are very few such cases." 

Gustamente innoculates against 
tetanus; Azuar against Malta fe- 
ver and Partearroyo against bu- 
bonic plague. All of these pretty 
girls that you see, Felisa, Pepita, 
Matilde, Concepcidn, Pilar,... so- 
cialists, communists, republicans, 
anarchists, live daily with these 
microbes. 

There is one girl who deals with 

« 

veterinary infections and there are 
serums against gangrene, tetanus, 
smallpox, typhoid and diptheria. 
The rats eame originally from the 
Pasteur Institute in Paris. They 
are now bred here. 



"Our work has been tremendou- 
sly increased during the war,** 
Doctor Alday declared. "We have 
prepared as many as 2000 anti- 
typhoid injections at a time and 
once we had an order for a mil- 
lion." 

‘ r What is the rat serum used 
for?” 

"Against pneumonia.” 

In two large .rooms 20 or 30 
girls are seated at tables prepar- 
ing tubes of calcium which is ad- 
ministered to those wounded who 
are suffering from fractures. Cal- 
cium helps the bones to form 
again. The girls here are even 
prettier and livelier than in other 
parts of the building. Here is Fe- 
lisa, a petite Madrid girl. She be- 
lieves firmly in the Popular Front 
Government. Unlike most of the 
other girls who have fiances at vue 
front, she is unattached but she 
writes to a lot of soldier boys to 
amuse and encourage them, and 1 
they reply. Concha Qlmo and 'Car- 
men Jim Inez write long letters 
every day to their heroes. Pepita 
Palomares is on the eve of mo- 
therhood. Her husband -is a post- 
man in Car&banchel. Matilda de 
Gutierrez is envied by everyone 
because her fiance is an aviator. 
Carmen Beraabeu is a Valencia n 
girl. These girls work nine hours 
a day and do it gladly. 

Pilar Diaz works in the section 
of ci J urcs and is the daughter of 
a doctor. Her two brothers are 
despatch riders on the Valencia 
road. She deftly and fearlessly 
manipulates the imprisoned "flo- 
v mm of evil" of the deadly fevers. 




AMERICAN doctors al work. 
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Phil Detro — “Long-Legged” Texan Commander of our 

Lincoln -Washington Battalion 




CAPTAIN PHIL DETItO 



You ask him why he came to 
Spain, how he came to hate fas- 
cism. You ask because his back- 
ground is Mississippi and Texas, 
where reaction is strong in the 
ruling class. His folks were plan- 
ters in Mississippi. If you trace 
the family you can go ba^K to 
the Revolutionary War One was 
a General in the Confederate Ar- 
my during the Civil Wnr, defend- 
ing slavery. There arc a whole 
string of slaveholders. 

Today in Spain Captain Philip 
Detro is commanding Ihc Lincoln- 
Washington Battalion of Ameri- 
can volunteers, fighting slavery 
and slaveholders. 

In Conroe, Texas, his home 
town, they are among those old 
families to whom Spain is too far 
away to care about unless it 
affects the price of cotton. At 
Rice Institute, then at Missouri 
where he studied journalism, but 
spent more of his time learning 
to fly, he knew little and cared 
less about any struggle i^-tween 
classes. 

The struggle between classes — 
at Rico Institute — that is the 
sort of play on words Phil likes. 
You ask his middle name. It's 
Leighton. "Leighton?" you inqui- 
re. " Oon’t lay it on", he w'ili most 
likely poo back, running the words 
together so you can’t miss the 
pun on Leighton. 



He crossed into Spain on April 
1, coming to fly in the Loyalist 
air force. He speaks in a quiet, un- 
hesitating, off-hand way. His soft, 
Texan drawl fits in perfectly with 
his lanky, big-boned six feet and 
four inches. 

For six years he was a member 
of .the Texas National Guard. All 
of them uneventful years. 

He started out to fir> t adventure. 
He wanted to see things. He ship- 
ped out on a boat headed for Eu- 
rope. Once in Berlin he heard Hit- 
ler speak. This was in 1932, dur- 
ing the tense days. There was a 
clash. When he came out of it he 
had. lost one good shirt sleeve. 

He had gained a view of fas- 
cism — in action, headed for power. 
He had begun to think about the- 
se things. 

He worked on ships running to 
the Far East. In China there were 
the oppression and extreme po- 
verty of the coolies and the brutal 
callousness of the war-lords and 
the foreigners who were in China 
as agents for imperialist interests. 

There was a sort of a job, after 
this, writing for a syndicate in 
New York. It paid less than not 
so good, but he wanted to write. 
At the age of nine, he wrote his 
first novel. It was also hia last. 

Someone mentioned one night 
that American fellows were going 



to Spain to aid the fight against 
fascism. All this time he had been 
developing convictions, shedding 
old prejudices. But he hadn’t done 
anything about it. This worried 
him. 

Here was something. He started 
in search of a way to v dunteer. 
He had no connect;^ .is which 
might make it easy. Nobody who 
might help, knew him. It was dif- 
ficult. 

Finally he found someone. He 
volunteered. Then he went to his 
room and waited. He waited a long 
time, was impatient. He almost 
gave up hope. Then he received 
word. 

Could he be ready to leave the 
next day ? 

He could. He did. 

PLENTY OF STUFF 

Spain, by this time, didn’t need 
more aviators. Spain needed a 
greater, stronger, better trained 
and more disciplined army. 

Okeh. Train then. Take your 
training seriously. Remember what 
you learned in the National Guard 
back home. Use that knowledge. 
Spain needed men ’"ho could do 
things this way. Pnd Detro did. 

Men liked him. They liked the 
quick smile that showed widely 
spaced but even teeth. He wao 



made a section -leader in the Was- 
hington Battalion. Then Company 
Adjutant under Hans Amlie. 
That’s the way things stood, mo- 
ving into Brunete. 

Villanueva de la Cahada taken 
from the fascists. There are always 
changes in an action. Things hap- 
pen to men and others step up 
■to take their places. 

Phil Detro took over command 
of a Company. He knew his stuff. 
He had the confidence and the na 
tural leadership of the soldiers. He 
had courage. 

War is the greatest of all tests 
of a man's convictions. The fas- 
cist guns pounded Phil Dctro's 
convictions deeper. His anti-fas- 
cism was forged stronger in ba* He. 

WOUNDED 

Shrapnel laid him up at Mos- 
quito .Ridge. Later there was ma- 
laria. The effects still lin r :r. In 
the States he weiged 190. Today 
the scales tip at 168 pounds. 

He was back again with the 
rc-organized Lincoln-Washington 
at Belchite. Immediately, he pit- 
ched into that battle of grenades. 

The fascists erected a barrica- 
de in the streets. They comman- 
ded the sector. Phil can throw. 
Together with Major Merripian, 
he crawled out onto the rooftops, 
loaded with grenades. One after 
another he slung them. 

In the street fighting, the long- 
legged Texan was in the lead. La- 
ter, he was cited for bravery. He 
was made Battalion Adjutant. 

"I just happened to be around 
every time they needed someone," 
is his explanation of his steady 
advance to positions of responsi- 
bility. 

You ask him why he came to 
Spain. The answer seems so sim- 
ple, so right, to him that the 
question is superfluous. He Is 
fighting slavery. He is adding his 
force and knowledge In a tangi- 
ble way to a struggle for things 
he believes right and decent. 

“I’m getting re-paid a hundred 
times for anything I can do. I’m 
learning things. 

‘T’li make mistakes," he says. 
"I've made them. I only want 
men to believe that I’m honest, 
that I’m trying the beat way I 
know how. That’s what's Impor- 
tant”. 

Men do believe that about Cap- 
tain Philip Detro, American anti- 
fascist volunteer. „ A 




LINCOLN- WASHINGTON comrades under the shower machine. 
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HOLLYWOOD MISSES 
BIG CHANCE 




MACKENZIK-I’A 1*IXEA C machine gunners denning up after the Euentes 

• de E!>ro battles. 



“They Seemed 
Delighted’’ 

Another story from Germany: 
Hitler and Goebbels were touring 
the countryside doing propaganda 
work among the peasants. They 
were dashing along at 00 m. p. h. 
in a fine car, and everything was 
going beautifully. 

Suddenly their chauffeur had 
the misfortune to ran over and 
kill a pig. 

The situation was ndt too good. 
Hitler didn't like it at all. That 
the Ftieh rer shou Id ki 11 a pea- 
sant's pig was going a bit too far. 
So he sent off Goebbels to the 
nearest farm to explain matters, 
and, with bribes or threats if ne- 
cessary to set the matter right. 

Ten minutes later, back came 
Goebbels loaded up \yith fruit, ve- 
getables, chickens and eggs. 

"I suppose you gave a fabulous 
price for those things”, said Hit- 
ler. 

“No,” replied Goebbels, in a 
puzzled voice. “They gave them 
to me.” 

“Gave them to you ? Do you 
mean to say they weren’t anno- 
yed?” 

"Not a bit of it,” replied Goeb- 
bels, “they seemed delighted.” 

“But what did' you say,” 'asked 
Hitler "to arrange it all so ni- 
cely?” 

“Hardly anything,” said Goeb- 
bels. “I Just said “Heil Hitler!” I 
have the swine run over and kil- 
led." 



Mysterious Explosion 
In Munitions Plant 

LONDON, — In the muntion fa- 
ctory of Waetham Abbey, which 
is under gove rnm ent control, a 
violent explosion occurred. The 
accident was mysterious and has 
raised great suspicion. The go- 
vernment has ordered an imme- 
diate investigation. There were no 
victims, but the damage done to 
the plant is considerable. 

It is believed that the enemies 
of government control are respon- 
sible for the explosion. 



The attack on Quinto went oat 
across a flat stretch of ground 
bare of cover. We could see thu 
Ebro valley beyond the village, as 
green and rich as the rocky taole- 
land was barren. It lay beyond 
the enemy's lines like the Pro- 
mised Land. 

That attack was faultlessly 
planned. We were in Quinto the 
next day. Only a handful of fas- 
cists were left in the church, and 
we pounded them out of that in 
time. But it took us two days more 
to capture Perberel Hill. The pla- 
ce was a natural fortress, sur- 
rounded by a steep ravine, brid- 
ged in one place only by a narrow 
neck of land. We were kept off 
that by barbed wire and tank 

traps. 

If anything could have induced 
a big Hollywood producer to come 
out to Spain and watch that hill 
being taken, he would have wan- 
ted to buy up the battle, lock, 
stock and barrel. Had his inclina- 
tions taken him into the fascist 
lines rather than our own, so much 
the worse for him. Our artillery 
and gun-fire turned that place 
into something worse than hell. 

But what a spectacle! Attempts 
were made to assault the bill be- 
fore it was ready to give in. The 
Twenty-Fourth Battallcnl, attack- 
ing on one end, reached the bot- 
tom of the slope and were driven 



back by hand grenades. There was 
work for the artillery to do yet; 
German defences take a bit ot 
smashing. 

Guns of all calibres pounded 
away until evening of the next 
day. At length we saw two figu- 
res jump out on the opposing pa- 
rapet and run down the hill, wav- 
ing white handkerchiefs. Cheering 
broke out in our lines, and men 
climbed on the sandbags, waving 
their arms and shouting ‘‘Venga! 
Venga!” 

Not all the fascists were of one 
mind. Machine gun fire broke out 
from the spur of the hill, and the 
cheering Republicans climbed has- 
tily back. But the thing had star- 
ted. More men came running out, 
in twos and threes. 

Then against the sky-line at the 
other end of the ridge we saw our 
own troops going up to the assault 
and dropping into the fascist 
trenches. The battle was over. 
Soon the prisoners were being 
marshalled on the crest and mar- 
ched down to the valley below. 

It seemed from their expres- 
sions that this was no disappoint- 
ment to the fascist rank and file. 
Not surprising — they had endu- 
red two days of hell for a number 
of airy promises and a few centi- 
mon a day in hard cash. As for 
t h o f u tu re, sc me of them i nay 
have guessed that even a few cen- 
limos was no >.afe bet. 






THE VOLUNTEER FOB 




LETTERS 



from 



HOME 



British Labour M. P.*s 
Write to I. B. Fighters. 

Dear Comrade M. : 

Thank you for your letter and 
the Souvenir Card, which is most 
impressive. 

We shall certainly do our utmost 
in this country to try to • get as- 
sistance for our Spanish comra- 
des, but the difficulties with the 
present National Government are 
very great. We are putting all 
the pressure that we can to bear 
on the Government in order to 
get the policy of Non-intervention 
brought to an end and shall con- 
tinue to do this in the hope that 
It will enable the Spanish wor- 
kers to gain an ultimate victory. 

We all look with immense ad- 
miration on the work being done 
by the International Brigade and 
wish you all the very best of 
luck. 

Yours sincerely, 

Signed : 

STAFFORD CKIPFS 



Dear Comrade: 

Very man}' thanks for your let- 
ter to hand today. 

Let me assure you and your 
Comrades of the I. B. that we are 
fully conscious of the urgency 
and the gravity of the situation 



and will do our best to mobilise 
the people of Britain behind the 
people of Spain. And * in par- 
ticular do we recognise the need 
of ending the farce of Non-inter- 
vention. 

With the best of good wishes. 

Yours fraternally, 

Signed: 

JIM GBIFFTH 



Antifascist sentiment 
Growing Stronger In Austria. 

Dear Oliver: 

. My time Is pretty full up these 
days and I have a special routine, 
though this is varied at times. In 
the summer, I spent some week- 
ends over at Elford Hail (where 
the Basque kiddles are staying) 
and acted as Electrician’s Mate. 
My chief job was to cut up hun- 
dreds (or were they thousands) of 
lengths of conduit and screw the 
ends, but I filled in the time crawl- 
ing among spiders' webs in the 
rafters, and by fitting Rawlplugs 
in inaccessible positions. 

Jack and I spent our holiday In 
Austria this year, had a very 
good time and learned that the 
socialist idea is by no means dead 
there. 

There is quite a lot of anti-fas- 
cist feeling and we were pleased 
to see that where some bright lad 
had scrawled Nazi Swastikas on 
the staircase of our digs in Vien- 
na, they had been scrawled over 
and replace d by h amine rs and 
sickles. 

Here’s the best of luck and a 
victorious peace. 

CHICK 
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GHOST 

What’s in a house? 

Everybody likes to know, at 
one time or another. A house, 
under normal circumstances, cont- 
ains the background of a man's 
life. Get a look inside, and you 
can have a good guess at what 
sort of a man your neighbour Is. 

Under circumstances of war, 
houses attain a new significance. 
They are liable to contain the 
background of a man's death. 
The soldier who is fighting with 
a house in front of him baa a 
better reason, than curiosity to 
know what Is in it 

Most Spanish houses are white. 
White houses are stock properties 
of the Civil War. Time and 
again our troops have had to 
shelter from a sniper's aim or a 
stream of machine gun bullets 
coming from the windows of a 
white house. They stand, still 
and bleached like skeletons. 
Nothing looks so dead. 

Waiting in a hastily dug hole, 
sometimes for hours, a soldier 
may have little else to look at 
except one of these ghost houses. 
It gathers a gloomy significance. 
Later, when the action is over and 
the Brigade pulls out to the rear, 
the sight of houses with smoking 
chimneys, linen on the line and 
life in and about them seems al- 
most as strange as it is welcome. 



HOUSES 

When the Brigade is at rest, 
and large numbers of men have 
to be quartered together, the big 
houses that once belonged to rich 
landowners or industrial proprie- 
tors prove very serviceable. 
There were many vacated at the 
outbreak of the war by men who 
left hurriedly with what they 
could collect, feeling that life on 
the fascist side would suit them 
better than staying where they 
were. 

Over the tracks of the old life, 
a new life riets in. There is 
no one there to take offence but 
the family portraits, who may be 
shocked at so much husky vita- 
lity. By the looks of them, they 
would be shocked at anything. 

There are no ghost houses for 
troops at rest — not, at least, to an 
army that is fighting, like ours, 
for more life. The old bones, the 
weary remnants of the rich de- 
parted, are stacked away in cor- 
ners and attics. Books, docu- 
ments, photographs, title deeds 
pile up in dusty store-rooms, an 
almost everlasting banquet for 
moths and the other insects that 
share with their former owners 
a taste for such things. They 
lie unnoticed. The house is shak- 
ing with life. 

M. T. 



Queipo de Llano 
Hurt in Auto 
Smash-up 

vLaet minute news Inform us 
that the fascist General, Queipo 
de Llano, met with an automobile 
accident on the highway between 
Valladolid and Burgos. The traitor 
General suffered a fractured arm. 

* 

All Political Parties 
Dissolved in Brazil 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec. 3.— 
The dictator. President Vargas, 
has ordered the dissolution of all 
political parties In the country, 
without exception. 
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NOTICE 

I 

All American and Canadian 
comrades are urged to write 
In and tell of their experien- 
ces In the various services of 
the Army; their experiences 
at the front and in the rear; 
their reactions to what is going 
on In Spain today; etc. We 
want the truth. It is n^ces* 
sary that we get all this in- 
formation so that In nightly 
short wave broadcasts to North 
America we can give Canadian 
and Americans an accurate 
picture of what “Our Boys” 
are doing hi Spain. Comra- 
des, whenever you have any 
Interesting experiences, write 
them down and send them in 
to THE VOLUjx at/EK FOB 
LIBERTY, S. R. L, PLAZA 
ALTOZANA, 63E, ALBACBETE 
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BRITISH LABOUR DELEGATION VISITS SPAIN 



Major C. R. Attlee, leader of 
'the Parliamentary Labour Party 
and of the Opposition. in the Houae 
of Commons, Noel Baker M. P.» 
and Ellen Wilkinson M. P., both 
members of the Executive Com- 
mittee at the Labour Party, tog- 
ether with Mr. Pugdale, private 
secretary * to Major Attlee and 
parliamentary candidate for Birm- 
ingham, formed an official Labour 
Delegation whch has just conclud- 
ed a visit to Spain. 

The Delegation had been invited 
to come to Spain by Dr. Juan Ne- 
grin, President of the Council, and 
they made the utmost use of their 
stay here to find out for thems- 
elves the real conditions of the 
country. At Barcelona, Valencia, 
and Madrid they had various in- 
terviews with prominent Governm- 
ent and Military officials, and they 
utilised their t*™« to the fullest 
extent in order to get in contact 
with the civil population and the 
soldiers to discover the feelings 
and the spirit of the Spanish 
people. 

While ih Madrid they paid a 
visit to the trenches in the Centre 
Front, seeing with their own eyes 
the battlefront of Democracy. Lat- 
er they had an interview with Ge- 
neral Hlaja, Commissar Anton of 
the Centre Army, and Jesus Her- 
n&ndez, Minister of Education. 

On December 5th they were 
received by Comrade Luigi Gallo, 
Inspector of War for the Interna- 
tional Brigade, at the War Com- 
missariat where they had explain- 
ed to them the role and some of 
the achievements of the Brigade. 
Here also they were met by Lieut- 
enant-Colonel Coptc and Dave Do- 
ran, Commander and Political 
Commissar respectively of the 
15th Brigade, and Captain Fred 
Copeman, Commander of the Brit- 
ish Battalion who had come spe- 



LABOUR GROUP IN TALK TO THE ENGLISH SPEAKING 
OF THE 15™ BRIGADE EXPRESS DETERMINATION TO 
CARRY ON FIGHT FOR SPANISH OAUSE IN BRITAIN. 
MAJOR ATTLEE CONDEMNS “NON * INTERVENTION” AS 

“FARCE” 



dally to Madrid to invite them to 
visit the Brigade to which are. 
attached their countrymen. 

IMPRESSIVE RECEPTION 

Their reception at the Brigade 
the following day was a fitting 
climax to their whirlwind tour. 
When they reached the town in 
which the Brigade is quartered 
they were met by the British Bat- 
talion and the Lincoln- W ashington 
American Battalions drawn up at 
attention, with the scene lighted 
by gasoline torches held by the 
Soldiers. The uneven, yellow glare 
outlining the trim lines of soldiers 
and the people of the town, crowd. 



ed along the walls and balconies, 
prompted one of the speakers to 
compare it with scenes during the 
Chartist movement in England. 
The Chartists fighting for suffra- 
ge and other democratic rights 
over a hundred years ago had 
demonstrated^ by torchlight for 
their demands/ 

The First Company of the Brit- 
ish Battalion received the honor- 
ary name of /'Major Attlee Com- 
pany” jn the presence of Division 
General Carlos Walter, Inspector 
of War for the' International Bri- 
gade, Luigi Gallo; Commander of 
the Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Co pic; Brigade Political Commls- 




MAJOR ATTLEE, at' the forefront, on the balcony of Madrid's War Mi- 
nistry. General MIAJA (center) Is talking to ANTON, Commissar of 

War of the Army of the Center. 



sar, Dave Doran, and the entire 
delegation. 

UeutenanUCokmel Oopic, form- 
er member of the Yugo-Slavian 
parliament, spoke at the ceremony 
in the name of the Brigade. 

Major Attlee, himself an exper- 
ienced soldier, spoke to the as- 
sembled Battalions. 

“We are proud”, be sald.^of the 
deeds of those who have died- 
of those who still live. Wq- ha&e 
seen and know the spirit jjr' the 
Spanish people and, Uke you, are 
sure of their victory.” 

In referring to "non-intervent- 
ion” he stated "it is truly a farce. 
Jt should have been over long ago. 
Everybody knows it is a farce”. 

He promised, in the name of the 
entire delegation, to take the truth 
of the struggle back to Britain 
add to do everything In their po- 
wer "to try to bring pressure to 
bear to change this policy so fra- 
ught with danger to Democracy”. 



BAKER OmfilflRED 

Noel Baker in his speech refer- 
red to British tradition in relation 
to Spain during the Civil War of 
1837 against the monarchy and 
oppression. "England sent 10,000 
volunteers to aid the Spamsn pe- 
ople in the struggle for Liberty 
and opened her armouries to send 
arms”. 

He was greeted with cheers 
when he declared, "I wish we were 
doing the same today^. 

"I am not very proud of the 
part our British Government has 
played towards democratic Spain", 
he said, cheered by Major Attlee. 

Major Attlee led the assembly 
in a loyalist salute when Captain 
Fred Copeman called for a one 
minute silence in honour of the 
members of the British Battalion 
who had fallen fighting for De- 



( Con tinned on page 12.) 
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World Trade Union Unity Scores Big Advance 



In recent weeks the cause of 
working class unity has advan 
eed towards one decisive victory 

From November 23 rd to the 2(jth 
the delegations of the Inter- 
national T’cde ration of Trade 
Unions and of the Central Coun- 
cil of the Soviet Trade Unions 
met together in Moscow to dis- 
cuss the fundamental principles 
on which - trade union unity can 
be established on the basis of the 
anti-war, anti -Fascist struggle. 
The agreement arrived at has to 

r 

be submitted for approval to the 
Bureau and* tha General Council 
of the I. F. T. IX on the one hand 
and the Central Council of the 
Soviet unions on the other but 
this agreement lays the founda- 
tions for the entry of the Soviet 
Trade Unions into the I. F. T. U. 

REACTION DISPLEASED 

The reactionary press has re- 
ceived the news with grinding of 
teeth and howls of rage — the 
I. F. T. U. will be delivered over 
to the "Stalinist dictators", etc. 
In 1925, when the General Coun- 
cil of the British Trade Union 
Congress was supporting unity 
between the I. F. T. U. and the 
Russian movement, the reaction- 
ary press ran a sustained camp- 
aign, which for virulence and 
misrepresentation has rarely been 




paralleled. The General Council 
were told that their proceedings 
were "gravely mutinous”, and the 
"Dally Telegraph" informed the 
world that their endeavours we- 
re "a matter of national humilia- 
tion”. There have been many chan- 
ges in the array of forces since 
1925 — those leaders of German 
Social Democracy who were then 



in the forefront of the fight aga- 
inst unity have tested their po- 
licy to its bitter end. while the 
General Council of the British 
T. U. C. is not quite the same 
champion of unity as it was in 
those days. But one thing remains 
unchanged — the words “interna- 
tional working-class unity” sound 
no more melodious to reactionary 
ears in 193? than they did in 
1925. The depth of the reactio- 
naries’ anger, will be the measure 
of the victory against war and 
Fascism. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that 




# 



at its present meeting the Exe. 
cutive of the I. F. T. U. will reach 
a derision favourable to the 
speedy incorporation of the So- 
viet trade unions, ih accordance 
with the Moscow agreements. An 
International Federation of Tra- 
de Unions including in its ranks 
the millions of Soviet Trade Unio- 
nists, and soon, let 'us hope, those 
of the U. S. A as well, will be 
an International with vast possi- 
bilities of mass pressure against 
the complacency and the compli- 
city, the vacillations and the re- 
treats of some Governments be- 
fore the Fascist aggressors. 

Another problem the I. F. T. U. 
Executive will have to consider 
is that of the circumstances which 
compelled the majority of the or- 
ganisations in the U. G. T. to re- 
move their former Executive. 
This problem has already been 
solved to a great extent by the 
Spanish Unionists themselves, whe 
have shown that they will not 
tolerate the use of their great 
organisation as a manoeuvring 
ground for personal ambition and 
individual interest which do not 
coincide with those of the Spanish 
people. Their action has been 
further strengthened by the de- 
cision of the People’s Front Go- 
vernment to recognise the ‘new 
Executive as the legitimate Exe- 



cutive of the U. G. T. it is fer- 
vently to be desired that the de- 
legation which the I.‘ F. T. U. 
sends to Spain will set the seal 
of its approval on the labour of 
unity Already realised by the new 
Executive. 

While there is an advance In 
the international trade union 
field, there is a setback in the 
political field. On November 25th 
the Labour and Socialist Interna- 
tional rejected the Communist 
International’s offer to begin Joint 
conversations with a view to 
bringing international unity into 
the realm of reality. In their letter 

of refusal Adler and De Brou- 

■ \ 

ck^re claim that the Annemasse 
agreement did not provide for 
joint conversations. In the text ot 
that agreement we read, howe- 
ver: “They ( i. e. the delegates of 
the two Internationals) are united 
in their desire that fresh con- 
tacts should be made with the 
least possible delay for a more 
detailed study of the concrete 
ways and means envisaged for 
providing Spain with materia] and 
moral assistance." 

Months have gone by. We are 
still waiting for these "contacts 
with the least possible delay", and 
although "hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick" we have not yet 
lost our hope that better councils 
will prevail. 

IN WHOSE INTERESTS? 

In France it will be remembered 
that the Socialist comrades post- 
poned the drawing up of a unity 
pact with the Communists on the 
grounds that what tlfey wanted 
was organisational unity. Now 
the Central Committee of the 



French Socialist Party has taken 
a decision which breaks up the 
unifi ction commission, though it 
rieciaics that the S. P. remains 
true to the policy of united ac- 
tion. Only Zyromski *voted against 
this decision. 

The resolution was quoted with 
great satisfaction in all the reac- 
tionary French press to the tune 
of “It’s never too late to mend”, 
and an accompaniment of oblique 
references to a “French” Socia- 
lism. 

It is ironic that one of the pre- 
texts for this decision was the ar- 
ticle on the XXth Anniversary of 
the October Revolution by none 
other than Comrade Dimitrov, 
whom the whole Spanish people 
knows as one of the very best 
fighters for unity. 

It is difficult to avoid the con- 
clusion that the campaign devo- 
ted to breaking united action and 
preventing the full realisation of 
the People's Front programme 
has borne fruit in this particu- 
lar instance; Just at a time when 
a widespread reactionary plot 
against the French State is co- 
ming to light. 

The balance sheet of unity la 
showing both gains and losses. 
The situation demands that the 
gains Increase and that there be 
no more losses. The Fascist ag- 
gressors are becoming ever mo- 
re shameless and the Governments 
of the Western European demo- 
cracies continue to display a hy- 
pocritical impotence, a policy of 
inviting the burglar In for a drink 
and a friendly chat, showing him 
the next door neighbour’s house 
and hoping for the best. 



A. M. B. 
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DISCIPLINE IN OUR 

■ EDITORIAL. = 



ARMY 



In the course of nearly a year and a half, the chu renter of the 
Spanish Civil War hiya radically changed. Two trained armies arc now 
facing each other. The outcome of events will depend more on strategy 
and less on chance. When the first International Column was formed, 
speed alone was essential; units were sent Into the line with a mini- 
mum of training and co-ordination. The International Brigades are 
now an integral part of a disciplined fighting force. 

If It had been possible to call up a fully disciplined army from the 
Spanish soil at the outbreak of the war, the subsequent history of 
events would have been very different. The Government’s task in those 
days was to stop the advancing rebels by whatever means they could 
lay hands on. There was no time to organize discipline on a large scale. 
It was necessary then to rely on the self-disclpllne that Is inspired in 
men who are fighting for what they believe in. 

Self-discipline may suffice for a small group of men who remain in 
constant touch with one another. As the scale of organization widens 
and the work of the small units is co-ordinated, the problem of disc- 
ipline is enormously increased. It becomes essential that the central 
command shall be able to rely upon the units carrying out instructions 
as quickly and thoroughly as possible. In other words, unconditional 
obedience Is vital to the formation of a fully trained army. 

In the early days a good deal of discussion went on in the Interna- 
tional ranks. Even as late as Brunete, some men would discuss the 
merits of an order instead of jumping to obey It. This sort of behavior 
Is a legacy of the old world, and shows how hard It is even for an anti- 
fascist to break his old habits. In his own country be often opposed 
authority, because It was In the hands of the wrong men. He Is fight- 
ing against their allies now, but the position has changed. The author- 
ity under which he serves is on his own side. He realises now that 
every order Is part of a general plan, that failure to carry out every 
order may endanger the whole plan. 

This has been the volunteer's difficulty, to recognize the difference 
between one kind of authority and another, and to change his attitude 
accordingly. It is a difficulty which has t»een largely overcome. There 
is now a spirit in the units of the Brigade which is quite new. Itcccnt 
recruits, who have been trained on the basis of the new discipline, have 
materially helped the change. The older members have responded. One 
of the most interesting aspects of life In the Brigade has bet* a the ca- 
pacity of the men to change. Such is the influence exercised upon them 
by their common purpose that its changing requirements have a co- 
rresponding effect on the men themselves. 

One of the hardest disciplinary lessons that our volunteers had to 
learn was the necessity of saluting. At first glance it seems a small 
matter, and even appears to introduce an clement of class-distinction 
between officers and men. It reminded the inen too much of the respect 
they were asked to show at home to those who exploited them. 

Thanks to the institution of political commissars, whose duty it is 
to act as a link between the men and the command, the reason for 
saluting is now generally understood. There is no question of exploitat- 
ion or empty respect, since the officers of the Brigade hold their pos- 
itions by virtue of merit and service alone, and every soldier lias an 
equal chance of rising to rank. Saluting is a simple device for assisting 
an officer to have his orders promptly obeyed. The soldier who Is re- 
luctant to salute Is reluctant to obey; his reluctance means that his 
mind is occupied with the thought that he is “as good a soldier" as 
his officer, and if that Is the case, be b* likely to consider his own 
decisions as good as those he receives. Such a man cannot lie rel- 
ied on. 

The problem Is fading out. It is rarely now that you hear objections 
raised In the Brigade to the new regulations. This reflects both on the 
command, whom the men respect, and on the men themselves, who 
want to get the war won. Above all, it is a tribute to the powerful 
sense of unity which makes such changes possible, and it seems to 
persist through everything and despite everything. 




THE STUDENTS of the Lagasca Institute of the F. U. E. (Federation 
of University Students) an the “Madrln&s de Goerm'’ of the Lflth Brigade. 
These young students visited the International Brigade Headquarters of 
the Madrid Commissariat recently and were entertained by the Anglo- 

American delegation there. 




THK WAV the Madrid International Brigade headquarters looked last 
month during the double anniversary celebration : of one year of the see- 
rcttsful defense of Madrid, and twenty years of the victories of SodsJIun 

la the U. S. 8. K. 
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A CLOSE- 

Major Robert H. Merriman of 
the Fifteenth Brigade was once 
a university lecture 1 - Because he 
wear;-, spectacles has a quiet 
v(,ice, some believe he has never 
been anything else. This is far 
from true. Bob Mcrriman's life 
has been tough, even hard-boiled. 

True to the uld American cust- 
om, he started living away from 
home at a very early age. He had 
worked through a number of jobs 
before he came to have any pro- 




MAJOK MERTUMAN and his wife 
Marion. 



fessional connection with books. 
The thirst for knowledge caught 
him when he was working in a 
logging camp, where he met a 
man who had read a little about 
much. He was inspired to do the 
same, and with this intention he 
trekked off to Nevada University, 
where he planned to spend a year 
studying as many subjects as he 
could cope with in that time. 

The only subjects he had no 
interest In were those which he 
was compelled by statute to take, 
as a first-year student. In the ef- 
fort to avoid them, he showed 
more initiative than any man had 
shown before him, and discovered 
a forgotten statute which gave 
him a reliable alibi. He got away 
with it. Before anyone else was 
able to do the same, the s*^*ute 
was formally repealed. 

Bob Merrlman's ideas about life 
in general are clear enough, but 
so Car as his personal destiny is 
concerned he does not even trouble 
to rough-hew it. Provided he can 
work for his general Ideas, he is 
indifferent how he earns his liv- 
ing. Mental and physical work 
are equally congenial to him. He 
may plan ahead, but he is ready 
to see his plans changed by cir- 
cumstances without regret. His 
philosophy Is very serviceable. 

His single year of study leng- 
thened to four; his many subjects 
narrowed to one, economics, on 
which he became an authority. 



UP OF OUR CHIEF OF STAFF 



Just why his plans changed it is 
difficult to say, but suspicion rests 
on the girl he fell in love with the 
day he enrolled as a student. With 
a stroke of poetic justice, he ma- 
rried her the day they both left. 
During the four intervening years, 
both man and girl had to keep 
themselves. The girl had given a 
new twist to the old American 
custom by having her family walk 
out on her. They had now walked 
back again, and they, too, had to 
lo kept 

Bob Me Trim aii’s small store of 
savings wore out with his shoes. 
Feeling he had a capacity for win- 
dow dressing, he offered his ser- 
vices to a department store for 
a new pair of shoes, and got the 
contract. His ability earned him 
promotion to the counters, where 
he sold a corset so successfully 
that the manager, who watched 
him do it, gave him a permanent 
job. From then on he never lac- 
ked work. He reckons the oddest 
thing he ever did was to be a sa- 
lesman in an undertaker's par- 
lour. 

Two years of university life had 
convinced him that it was all ra- 
ther reactionary. He resigned from 
his fraternity — the only man who 
had ever done so. He resigned 
from eight other societies. He 
was unable to resign from the 
military R. O. T. C., which he 
had joined far the pay. As things 
turned out, this was fortunate, as 
his military grounding has since 
proved useful to the Spanish Re- 
publican Army. Had he been able 
to resign, he would probably have 
done so, as a protest against the 
exaggerated importance placed by 



the authorities on military in- 
struction. He made his opposition 
evident in the student paper, of 
which he was manager. In return 
for this he was denounced in pu- 
blic by the President, who re- 
frained only from referring to 

him by name. This did not deter 

* 

him from remaining another two 
years. 

On leaving the University, a 
married man, he took a job dig- 
ging ditches, which he liked. He 
is probably the only man in the 
Fifteenth Brigade who likes dig- 
ging. An influential friend got 
him his next job at the Univer- 
sity of California, where he even- 
tually became a lecturer in eco- 
nomics. During this time he’ lived 
in a single room with his wife 
and the peripatetic family. 

Despite the family, life became 
too still. They moved out and 
Merriman took a job in a Ford 
plant. Just at this time the San 
Francisco general strike broke 
out, and Merriman plucked into 
it, becoming an I. L. D. organi- 
zer. His knowledge of strategy 
warned him that it would be wi- 
se not to let his former emplo- 
yers at the University know 
about this. It might have stood 
out a mile; but as Merriman says, 
professors live in glass houses and 
never look out of them. When la- 
ter he asked the professors to 
finance him to the Soviet Union 
on a traveling fellowship, they 
saw through nothing. He sailed 
with his wife. 

As soon as he arrived he began 
collecting material for a book on 
the economics of collective farm- 
ing. As a preliminary, he investi- 



gated life on eighty farms. Hia 
book was already begun when the 
war broke out in Spain. At the 
same moment the current two- 
year period expired. This was too 
much. He packed up and became 
a soldier again. 

Merriman arrived in Spain In 
January and Joined the first Ame- 
rican group. By the time it be- 
came the original Lincoln Batta- 
lion, he was Its adjutant. He ini- 
tiated a movement to establish 
efficient training centres in the 
open, the first of which was built 
at Pozo Rubio and destined for 
the Lincolns. They were already 
in camions, on the point of mov- 
ing to their base, when an order 
came that they were to go straight 
to the front. The February trou- 
ble was starting at J&rama. 

They spent the night in Alba- 
cete. Rifles were issued. In the 
morning each man fired three 
shots into the side of a hill with 
his own rifle, and that was the 
extent of his training with it 
Events put Merriman in command 
of the Battalion the day they 
moved up. They went straight in- 
to the battle and laid the found- 
ation of the Battalion's good re- 
cord. They gained ground, even in 
those difficult days. 

After twelve days of fighting, 
on Feb. 27th, Merriman was woun- 
ded in the arm. The hospital doc- 
tors were short of medical sup- 
plies, and put bis arm in builder’s 
plaster, which Is several times 
heavier than its medical equiva- 
lent. He carried the weight and 
the wound around together. 

When his wife heard the news, 
she caught the first * aeroplane 
out, contrary to his Instructions. 
Only recently she returned to the 
States to make propaganda, as 
one who had worked close to the 
war. 

While still convalescent, Merri- 
man took charge of the Officers' 
School. From here he was tran- 
sferred to take command of the 
new Mackenzie-Papincau Battal- 
ion, whose thorough grounding is 
largely due to his efforts. He ca- 
me up to Headquarters while the 
brigade was at rest after the B ru- 
ne te offensive, and took over his 
present duties as Chief of Staff. A 
waft of additional efficiency blew 
in with him. 

Since then he has been through 
the actions at Quinto, Belchite 
and Fuentes, a familiar figure, : 
with a heartening coolness and a 
Latless head. 

M. T. i 

i 
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Two New Tasks Face the International Brigades 



• In the present situation in Spain 
the volunteers in the Internatio- 
nal Brigades are faced with new 
tasks in addition to those which 
they have been undertaking up to 
now. Firstly there is the question 
of giving effective help in the mi- 
litary and political training of the 
new recruits — an indispensable 
condition which determines a 
unit’s fighting value — and se- 
condly that of promoting the ma- 
ximum number of new Spanish 
cadres from the ranks. 

" Our Army is growing every day; 
new recruits are flowing in. The 
necessities of the war make It im- 
possible to give these men long 
months of training. The new re- 
cruits have to be trained in a few 
weeks and made into good sol- 
diers, acquainted with military 
t&ctics. And it is precisely the 
"old soldiers”, those who have 
gone through long months of war 
Who should become the organisers, 
the (moving spirits and the ins- 
tructors among these new re- 
cruits. 

What would be the fighting va- 
lue of a unit with a handful of 
trained men, but wit 1 ' the great 
majority of its members inade- 
quately prepared? It is obvious 
that its value could only be ne- 
gative. 




We must therefore co-ordinate 
and concentrate all our efforts 
with the aim of providing our Ar- 
my with the qualities which will 
enable it to inflict a decisive de- 
feat on Fascism. We should profit 
by every opportunity, by every 
moment of rest to carry out 
training exercises, with old and 
new soldiers together, so that the 
experience, of the older soldiers 
can be passed on to the new re- 
cruits. Let the more experienced 
soldiers give an example of disc- 
ipline and goodwill, wherever they 
are. Only in this way will our In- 
ternational Brigades be able to 



fulfil their role and maintain their 
reputation as shock units. 

To bring this abou*. however, 
there are other conditions which 
are necessary. 

In our International Brigades 
the best possible relationships 
must exist between the Internat- 
ionals and the Spaniards. We 
must succeed in forming a united 
and monolithic whole, despite dif- 
ferences of languages t.nd tempe- 
raments. 

When reproaches are made 
about poor work among the re- 
cruits, one often hears the reply; 
"But we have no Spanish cadres 
to work among them.” They ask 
for cadres everywhere — from 
the ‘Division, from the Army 
Corps, or the Government. Ob- 
vious.^ they get nothing or very 
little. The fact Is that the same 
difficulties are encountered eve- 
rywhere. There is only one solut- 
ion — to develop new forces, new 
cadres. 

We must know how to bring 
out the comrades with intelligence 
and ability who are hidden in the 
ranks and set them in responsible 
posts. 

The quality and the qualificat- 
ions of the cadres in our Internat- 
ional Brigades should be measured 
by the number of new leading for- 



ces they have been able to draw 
from the ranks. 

It should be regarded as hum- 
iliating for the leaders of our Bri- 
gades to have to ask for cadres 
from other units. We ourselves 
must create them, and in such lar- 
ge numbers that we are able to 
send them to units that stand in 
need of them. 

I know that there are comrades 
who have a feeling of pride when 
they count all the International 
officers and commissars in the 
Brigades : "See how many good 
elements we, the Volunteers for 
Liberty, have given to the Spanish 
cause”. 

It it certainly true that we ha- 
ve given many good elements to 
the Army, But we should take 
much more pride in being able to 
say how we have contributed to 
bringing out a large number of 
new Spanish cadres from our 
ranks. 

By giving active assistance in 
the fulfilment of these two tasks 
— the training of the new re- 
cruits and the formation of new 
Spanish cadres — we shall have 
done a great deal towards streng- 
thening and reinforcing our Army. 

L. GALLO 
Jom mlssar Inspector 
of the International Brigades. 



WAR WAGED AGAINST 
ILLITERACY IN THE 45TH 
DIVISION 

The 45th Division has given us 
the balance sheet of ooe month’s 
activity on an important front. 
In the 12th Brigade 123 indivi- 
dual lessons have been given and 
77 collective lessons. In two Bat- 
talions of the 13th Brigade the 
figures are 34 individual lessons 
and 40 collective lessons. The to- 
tal for the whole Division is 255 
Individual lessons and 141 collec- 
tive lessons. Out of 717 illiterates 
60 have learned to read and 
write. 



WHO’S DUMB? 

“They’re talking now of recog- 
nizing Franco as a belligerent.” 
“Are they ? It hasn’t taken 
eighteen months for aome of us 
to recognize that.” 




ONE OF OUR cooks In the i3t’ Brigade getting the grub ready uut lu 

the open. 



SCANDINAVIAN PAPERS 
SEIZED BY NAZIS 

Berlin police have seized all 
Scandinavian! periodicals, includ- 
ing Swedish, Danish and Norwe- 
gian, for publishing caricatures of 
Goering and Schacht. The Ges- 
tapo considered the pictures of- 
fensive. 



Munitions men 
Exult again 

And say “What could be finer 
With Spain at war 
And — what Is more — 

Japan invading China.” 



The Nazi censors have gone to 
work on the film “Lloyds ol Lon- 
don”, now showing in Berlin. One 
piece of dialogue they cut out 
was the line in which a boy asks 
his uncle, "Doe.'-: it go we'I w; r Jt\ 
\h- V ■ a l 
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SPAIN’S MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE TRACES 
AGRARIAN REFORMS IN RECENT INTERVIEW 



In the forefront of # constructi- 
ve work carried on by the Re- 
public must be put that of Agra- 
rian Reform. Since July, 1936 the 
condition of the Spanish peasant 
has been changed altogether and 
this lot has improved from day to 
day. The famous decree of Octo- 
ber 7 th, 1936, nationalised the 
lands of the great rebel proprie- 
tors and handed over the entire 
use of them to those who cultiva- 
te the soil. I asked Vicente Uri- 
be, the Minister of Agriculture, 
to tell me about the agrarian po- 
licy of the government. 

PLIGHT OF PEASANT 

“The agrarian question has al- 
ways played a large part in Spa- 
nish politics. Before the rebellion 
the peasants lived under a semi- 
feudal regime. Almost half the 
fertile land belonged to the big 
proprietors -- six great landlords 
possessed between themi 264,000 
hectares, entire provinces! The big 
estates of more than 250 hecta- 
re^ owned a third of the cultiva- 
ble land, while many of the pea- 
sants had not even half a hecta- 
re. The farmers and small pea- 
sants, who rent land, payed enor- 



mous tribute; 40 to 60 of the 
produce of their labors went to 
the proprietors! 

"The condition of the agricul- 
tural laborers was even worse. 
Before the rebellion, in the pro- 
vince of Albuquerque the wor- 
kers were still paid only a single 
meal for toiling from sunrise to 
sunset. In Granada a day’s work 
was paid four pesetas, in Extre- 
madura 2.50, in Salamanca and 
Toledo 1.50. As for women they 
received 60 centimes at Toledo : 
and at Valencia an orange-picker 
received 2 pesetas for ten hours' 
work. 

"This was not all. The agricul- 
tural workers only obtained the- 
se laughable salaries when their 
work was needed. During the off 
season, for months and months, 
they did not earn a penny. And 
their lives were more wretched 
than those of serfs in the Middle 
Ages. It was very simple: they 
died of hunger. In Extremadura 
the peasants were reduced to 
toasting acorns for food. But as 
the oak forests belonged to the 
lords they were arrested by civil 
guards when the peasants were 
caught gathering acorns and 
thrown into jail! 

"The agrarian problem was one 



of the underlying causes of the 
fall of the monarchy, and the 
Republic at once attempted to 
solve it. It was decided to dis- 
tribute land to the peasants after 
having indemnified the proprie- 
tors. The misfortune was that the 
government was composed of men 
who were perhaps sincere repu- 
blicans, but many of whom were 
also big landowners, or related to 
big landowners. This explains the 
weakness and dilatoriness with 
which the reform which was de- 
creed in the enthusiasm of the 
first days of the first days whs 
executed. 

REACTION HALTS REFORMS 

“Nevertheless, in 1932, after the 
pronouncement of Sanjurjo, the 
government suddenly became 
uneasy and decided to punish the 
monarchist rebels decreeing that 
they should be expropriated wi- 
thout indemnity. But the reaction 
was violent and when the Le- 
rreux-Gil Robles government ca<- 
me into power, all agrarian re- 
form was shelved. The few small 
advantages which the peasants 
had obtained were removed. Dur- 
ing the ‘two black years’, 1934 
and 1935, there was a return to 



the worst days of the monarchy. 

"When the peasants tried to 
defend their rights, the landlords 
refused, purely and simply to al- 
low them to work on their land. 
It was a sort of agricultural loc- 
kout. 'We', they said cynically, 
’we’ have money, we can wait 
Whereas, you, if you do not sub- 
mit, we shall not give you any 
work and you will die of hun- 



ger’. The peasants sometimes tried 
to rise, but the landlords put the 
hated civil guards on their track, 
the watch-dog of the big land- 
lords. 

"And this is why the triumph 
of the Popular Front on the 16th 
of February, 1936, was so over- 
whelming: all the peasants were 
against the reaction, they had vo- 
ted en masse for the Popular 
Front. Also the first thought of 
the February government was to 
reestablish the agrarian laws of 
’31', and to raise the wages of 
the agricultural workers. But re- 
action would not admit defeat, 
the landlords continued to boycott 
the peasants. In May 1936, near 
Albacete, the Civil Guard killed 
25 peasants. Fascism was already 
aligning itself against the will of 
the people. 

"And then came the rebellion 
of July 18th, which broke in the 
middle of the harvest season. Na- 
turally in the country, as in the 
towns, everything was disorga- 
nised, people only thought of rush- 
ing to arms, and in the general 
disorder the crops ran a risk of 
being lost. The government un- 
derstood the gravity of the situa- 
tion and its first care was, in 
spite of all difficulties, to assure 
the gathering of the harvest. In 
every village agricultural commit- 
tees were formed, composed of 
municipal counsellors and repre- 
sentatives of trade union organi- 
sations and political parties of the 
People’s Front, 



VICENTE URIBE, Minister of Affrlculinre. 
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M A great deal was done to gi- 
ve publicity and explain to the 
peasants the importance of field 
work to win the war. Everyone 
was mobilised. It was a complete 
success. The crops were not lost 
and the sowing was accomplished 
with such enthusiasm — large 
areas of uncultivated ground we- 
re sown — that the wheat har- 
vest in 1937 was greater than In 
1935 and 1936.” 

GREAT STRIDES 

“Was it really on the 4th of 
September 1936 that the portfolio 
of Agriculture was entrusted to 
you?” 

“Yes, and my party realised 
that the problem must be imme- 
diately and fundamentally dealt 
with. My first act, as minister, 
was to give a legal standing to 
the will of the peasants. At one 
blow the agrarian reform which 
had been talked of for 30 years 
was realised. On the 7th of Octo- 
ber ( 1936, we published the de- 
cree which is the agricultural 
charter of the Spanish Republic. 
The use and the enjoyment of the 
lands thus nationalised was given 
to the peasants and the munici- 
pal collectives. 

"Under the monarchy in 24 
years the Institute of Agrarian 
Reform had distributed 6,800 hec- 
tares of land to the peasants. The 
Republic from 1931 to 1936 dis- 
tributed 164,000 hectares, and 
from the triumph of the People's 
Front in February 1936 up to 
July, 712,000 hectares. We t since 
the rebellion, have distributed 
more than three million hectares! 
Thus, thanks to the decree of the 
7th of October the agricultural 
workers and the small proprietors 
have received land, the farmers 
arid peasant owners have ceased 
to pay rent to the rebel proprie- 
tors, and the small proprietors ha- 
ve naturally kept their land as 
well as all those other landowners 
who have remained faithful to the 
Republic.” 



s. T. 



SOVIETS ENJOY 
SPANISH FRUIT 



In the first week of December 
30,000 cases of Spanish oranges 
and lemons entered the Soviet 
Union through the port of Odessa. 
By the end of the month 100,000 
cases of this fruit will be re- 
ceived. 



“MORE AND BETTER BOOKS’’ IS THE 

SLOGAN IN LOYAL SPAIN 




ENGLISH-SPEAKING comrades In one of their librarles'at the front. 



In Loyal Spain today books are 
almost as important as bullets. 
One of the tremendous tasks the 
People’s Front Government has 
undertaken is the liquidation of 
the mass illiteracy which is one of 
the characteristics of the feuda- 
lism that the fascists want to per- 
petuate. Under the slogan “Cultu- 
re is also a weapon against Fas- 
cism", mind is being united with 
heart in the battle. Thus books are 
beginning to flow throughout the 
land in a veritable flood. With 
a magnificent response the Spa- 
nish people have taken to learning 
and reading. This work of educa- 
tion, which began at the very 
outset of the war, has already 
produced results so widespread 
that the statistical estimate of 45 
percent total illiteracy in pre-war 
Spain must be revised downwards 
many degrees for the loyal zone. 
It ' represents one of the greatest 
achievements of a people strug- 
gling with their lives for demo- 
cracy and all that goes with it. 

The English-speaking fighters 
in Spain are, of course, a highly 
literate group. Many are extreme- 
ly well-read. But the contagion of 
a land and a people full of living 
convictions and driving ideas, has 




aroused in them a thirst for rea- 
ding matter equally noteworthy. 
Thousands of volumes in English 
have been gathered and organized, 
and libraries exist in each batta- 
lion, in each hospital, in the trans- 
port squadrons, in rearguard posts. 
Everywhere that Anglo-Americans 
go, books are sure to go with them 
— as well as papers, pamphlets 
and magazines. Needs and moods 
that books can answer are satis- 
fied now with a considerable de- 
gree of general satisfaction. 

But it was not always thus. The- 
se libraries were built with great 
effort and some expense. And it 
took a long time. Books had to 
be bought and more had to be 



brought. They came from Ma- 
drid and Valencia, from New York 
and London. Cultural committees 
did what they could here in Spain; 
friends at home did the rest. Ci- 
vilized men must know, must 
learn, must read — even in war. 
Let the book-burners do the re- 
verse — even in peace. 

Subjects vary greatly, but books 
on political matters compete with 
light fiction for main popularity. 
The latter category fills an obvi- 
ous need. Movies and regular 
forms of entertainment are to be 
found only in the large cities, 
which soldiers reach only on oc- 
casion. Relaxation — which men 
crave so badly after the strain 
of battle or training — is there- 
fore sought in reading right whe- 
re they happen to be, since the 
libraries are brought along with 
other supplies. At such times ma- 
ny men plunge into books like 
swimmers into water on a hot 4ay- 
They want — and get — the light 
stuff; detective and mystery sto- 
ries, short stories, recent best se- 
llers and strange hs it may seem, 
even tales of war. Humor is of 
course, extremely popular. 

At the same time it would per- 
haps surprise an observer who 
did not know the anti-fascist vo- 
lunteers intimately to see how 
warmly they regard the establis- 
hed English classics, past and pre- 
sent. The plays of Shakespeare 
and Shaw, Bacon’s essays, Gulli- 
ver’s Travels, Robinson Crusoe 
and on to John Galsworthy and 
Ernest Hemingway — these are 
a few of the representative titles 
frequently requested. They are 
read with care and enjoyment not 
because of their hallowed reputa- 
tions, for these fighting men can 



hardly be considered bookish. If 
a book looks good they take 1 it. 
The compulsory reading of bour- 
geois education is as unheard-of 
as fascist book-destruction. 

But it is natural that the litera- 
ture read most attentively should 
be on political subjects. Anti-fas- 
cists are thoroughly familiar with 
the basic truth of things as they 
are in the world today and are 
keen to know the course of events. 
All news of the day is, of course, 
most eagerly devoured. But things 
to keep them in touch with the 
shifting background, the funda- 
mentals behind the happenings, — 
such beoks are seized upon and 
the men possessing them besieged 
until finished. The most recent 
instance of this sort is “When Ja- 
pan Goes To War”, by O. Tanin 
and E. Yohan. 

Several copies of this book are 
in Spain, but not nearly enough 
to fill the bill. The same thing 
*/as true of Harry Gannes’ "Spain 
in Revolt” and Louis Fischer’s 
pamphlet “Spain in Armas”. The 
how and why is. what they seek, 
these readers -in- arms. 

Political history and general 
theory are unceasing subjects of 
reading and discussion, so far as 
many individuals are concerned. 
Theory and practice must be com- 
bined at all times, of course, but 
where are* men doing it better 
than in Spain today? If it is true 
that some of the greatest leaders 
of the masses could not find the 
opportunity to study until thrown 
into jail, we may look forward 
to the development of many a po- 
tential leader, putting the enfor- 
ced idleness of certain periods 
during war to similar use. 

J*f. M. 
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A Labor Impostor Passes 



ASTURIAS 

High in your mountain fastness still you fight, 
Lacking in arms out-numbered by the foe. 

Rather than bondage, to die for what Is right 
And with your ebbing strength deal blow for blow. 

Proudly you give your all in freedom’s cause, 

A bright example to oppressed mankind. 

Out off from aid, yet fighting without pause, 

Steel horde ahead, wild barren rock behind. 

From belching cannon’s mouth and from the skies. 
The steely death rains on you day and night, 
Traitorous diplomats Ignore your children s cries, 

Deaf to your agony, blind to your plight 

Vet when the history of this war is writ 
And all this bloody massacre exposed. 

We your brothers will then in judgment sit 
And deal out Justice to our mutual foes. 

Then you shall be avenged, Asturias, 

For every drop of blood you gladly gave. 

To make our fight for Liberty victorious 

From fascism and war the world to save. 

% 

H. G. SUTCLIFFE 



The fight which is being made 
for the unity of working-class 
forces of Britain has been pro- 
foundly affected by the past ac- 
tions of the one-time Labour lea- 
ders such as MacDonald, Snowden 
and Thomas. Snowden died last 
May, un mourned by a y but tho- 
se members of the owning classes 
whose servant he had been. 

And now the leader of the trio 
has died arid it is interesting in 
the light of present-day events, 
when unity is so essential to the 
continued existence of freedom 
and liberty in Britain and through 
the world, to trace the pattern of 
events which led to the present 
position in world events, for it 
is certain that British policy has 
had a profound effect on the cour- 
se of world events, and Ramsay 
MacDonald was directly responsi- 
ble for the eclipse of the Labour 
Tarty in the years following the 
second Labour Government. His 




UAMSAl M.V IMi.VALD In Court 
Dreu. 



guiding star in all his actions 
from the war years onwards was 
his hatred of Marxism and Bolshe- 
vism. When he died, the Nazi pa- 
per "Deutsche Ailgemelne Zel- 
tung" appraised him thus: 

"As a Socialist he was an out- 
spoken opponent of Marxism”. 

MOVKD BV HATRED 

The essence of his being is 
shown by the manner othls acting 
when the Zinoviev forgery came 
to his hands. So blinded by his 
hatred was he that he was prepa- 
red to lose the impending General 
Election of 1924, In order that he 
might send a ferocious note to the 
Soviet Government demanding an 
explanation. 

The "letter”, was palpably a for- 
gery, and the cynical attitude of 
the Tories to the whole business is 
typified by the comments of Ma- 
jor-General Sir Wyndhann Childs, 
one time Chief of the London Me- 
tropolitan Police, leader of the in- 
famous Arcos raid, and no lover 
of the Communists, as his utte- 
rances show. "I regarded the Com- 
munists as social pariahs and a 
body of persons against whom 
every political party should wage 
ceaseless war.” This Is the man, 
who when writing on the "letter”, 
wrote the following. "There were 
do new ideas and no new direc- 
tions (in the "letter”), but it chan- 
ced to appear at a psychological 
moment and its importance was 
exaggerated out of all proportion 
in order to suit the exigencies of 
a political situation caused by the 
forthcoming Election. 

LETTER A FAKE 

"I first became aware of the 
despatch of Mr. MacDonald’s no- 
te by reading the daily papers. It 
was then that I realised the Im- 
portance which was being atta- 
ched to the Zinoviev letter from 
a political point of view. Very few 
people are aware that there never 
was any Zinoviev letter at all. The 
document in the possession of His 
Majesty’s Government purported 
to be nothing more than the En- 
glish translation of an alleged co- 
py in Russian of an alleged origi- 
nal. 

"Had Mr. Ramsay MacDonald 
been more conversant with the 
machinery of the organisation 
which he controlled in addition to 
administering the office of Prime 
Minister, I think he would have 
sought other opinions before de- 
spatching his note. I feel that hie 



department did him a disservice 
in permitting him (or possibly 
inducing him — I do not know 
which) to send the note without 
having the original letter in his 
possession. There was no more 
evidence that the Zinoviev "let- 
ter” emanated from the I. K. K. I. 
than that the publications of the 
C. P. G. B. came from the same 
source. I am not, of course, speak- 
ing of evidence in the "police- 
court” meaning of the word; If I 
were, it would have to be admit- 
ted at once that there was no evi- 
dence whatever given in the Hou- 
se of Commons as to the existen- 
ce of the Zinoviev "letter" or its 
receipt in this country. 

NOT SO DUMB 

"On November 21st Sir Austen 
Chamberlain directed a Note to 
the Soviet Government in which 
he stated that ‘I have the honour 
to inform you that after due de- 
liberation 'His Majesty's Govern- 
ment find themselves unable to 




Look ' XT ar»hlp« ! 

Yeahr That's flue. We*re ( at tin 
back to clvlllxattoa. 



recommend the treaties in quest- 
ion to the consideration of Par- 
liament, or to submit them to the 
King for His Majesty's ratifica- 
tion.’ The Note further went on to 
quote an extract from Mr. Ram- 
say MacDonald's Note, and which 
concluded by saying that the "So- 
viet Government would do well to 
weigh carefully the consequences 
of ignoring this pronouncement” 
Childs’ final comments on the 
matter are “If Mr. Zinoviev did 
actually despatch this letter to the 
J-mmunlst Party of Great Bri- 
tain, he must surely have taken 
temporary leave of his. sense. 
What was the situation? A La- 
bour Government in power, and a 
treaty with Soviet Russia was 
about to come before the House of 
Commons for its consideration, so 
I can only conclude by giving it 
as my opinion that if Mr. Zino- 
viev did send It he was, in collo- 
quial language, a blithering idiot.” 
This effusion of Childs' shows 
all the pride in his class that one 
would expect for having pulled off 
a slick trick on tho electorate. 
Whether MacDonald was as dumb 
as he seemed, is, in view of what 
happened later, open to some 
doubt. But this Incident shows the 
type of man he was and the kind 
of influence he had on the Labour 
Party in the post-war years. He 
has gone, but there are siill those 
who oppose workirig-class unity in 
Britain. The MacDonald tradition 
will not die an easy death. But 
die it will. Die it must. 

o. C. u. 
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MEDICAL STUL'INT ESCAPES TO OUR LINES 
AND REPORTS OF TERROR IN SARAGOSSA 



According to a report from the 
Eastern front, it seems that in 
one of our sectors at the Ebro 
Kiver a soldier jumped out of the 
enemy lines, signalling not to /be 
in ed upon. He made a wild sprint 
lor our parapets, and though the 
1 as cist sentries fired furiously, he 
was lucky enough to reach our 
trenches unhurt. 

At headquarters he said he was 
a medical student and felt over- 
joyed at having escaped from 
me fascist yoke. His testimony 
was lull of interesting facts, for 
he had been detained from August 
2'd to September 1, last year, in 
ino Information Service of the 
i/n a langists, in Saragossa, and 
nom then until August 19 this 
year in the provincial jail. 

The true assassins of the Sara- 
gossa proletariat are General 
Urrutia, Lieutenant-Colonel Dario 
G&zapo, and Police Commissioner 
Cogerti, who is also the adminis- 
trator of Saragossa. Other agents 
who have punished the workers 
and leftists are Mulo, the Phalan- 
gist chief; Villuenda, the local lea- 
der; the Phalangist police, Lamar- 
ca, Toro, Pinilla, Navarro, Herre- 
ro, Tr6bol, and L6pez del Olmo, 
who is also the station agent. 

CITES CRUELTIES 

There are also many elements 
of the worst type in the vai ; 3 us 
squads of the “Cuerpos de Segu- 
ridad”, “Asalto", and “Guardia 
Civil”, those who are at the head 
of the assassins, distinguishing 
themselves by their cruelty and 
callousness against the workers. 
Outstanding among them is a lieu- 
tenant of the “Guardia Civil”, 
whose name the medical student 



could not remember, but who is 
in charge of the Mareria district 
of the Aragon capital. As exam- 
ples of utter cruelty he cited the 
assassination of don Antonio Pin, 
vice-president of the provincial 
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committee of Saragossa, whose 
eyes were gouged out in the pre- 
sence of the student, and the case 
of L6pez Conde, member of the 
municipal council of the city, who 
was horse-whipped to death. The 
same atrocity was inflictea on 
Manuel Marin Sanchez, the muni- 
cipal librarian. The provincial ins- 
pector of Sanitation, Sefior Albi- 
fiana, was killed shortly befr re 
the same fate was met by his son, 
despite the latter’s rank of lieute- 
nant. Comrade Gallo, of tho J. S. 
U., was shot, but when his family 
came to the morgue to claim the 
body they found it with the throat 

cut also. When the mother of Gallo 

* 

protested at this added barbarity, 
some Phalangists present in the 
morgue pushed her out with sho- 
uts and Jeers. 

The student said he had seen 
an endless number of civilians ta- 



ken from the Saragossa jail and 
shot. Among them were don Fran- 
cisco Araoda, retired professor of 
the faculty of sciences; the Mu- 
niesa brothers, professors of the 
faculty of medicine; the civil go- 
vernor, don Angel Varea Coronel, 
and many others. 

He related also how the priso- 
ners were trained by the prison 
officials. One of these officials, Ju- 
lio Diez, boasted proudly of his 
ruthlessness and demonstrated it 
by killing an old man, shortly 
before he left the prison. Some of 
the champions of cruelty exercised 
themselves by putting the whip to 
the inmates. 

Others who wers outstanding in 
their cruel excesses include a Cap- 
tain of the Information Center of 
the Phalange; one who bragged 
of having shot “thousands”; and 
one called Marques, who did not 
conceal the fact that he had snot 
the prisoners at Belchite. Quite fa- 
mous also were two men who are 
known in Saragossa as the bro- 
thers “A1 Capone”, a nickname gi- 
ven to them because in every 
quarrel or brawl they 1 immedia- 
tely resorted to pistols. At pre- 
sent they are members of Lhe 
body-guard used by the general uf 
the Fifth Division. 

All those known to have been 
members of revolutionary organi- 
zations in Saragossa must be de- 
nounced as a matter of law, after- 
ward to be shot. 

When a prisoner Is condemned 
to work under the custody of the 
“Guardia Civil”, it is considered a 
dreadful fate. The guards treat 
them in a terrible manner and ma- 
ny workers are In the hospital as 
a result of the blows and beatings 
they have received. 




OUR CAVALRY 



TRIBUTE PAID TO 
FOUNDER OF SPAIN’S 
SOCIALIST PARTY 



The Delegation of the Commi- 
ttee for Unification of the Socia- 
list and Communist Parties issued 
the following statement on the 
twelfth anniversary of the death 
of Pablo Iglesias: 

“To be faithful to the doctrines 
of Pablo Iglesias, we must on 
this day make a solemn promise, 
take a revolutionary oath, to fight 
more closely every day for the 
triumph of the workers and of 
the masses. For Socialists and 
Communists particularly, the me- 
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mory of this teacher should be 
an Imperative duty to work and 
fight united until we have. welded 
ourselves into one Party, the 
Single Party of the Proletariat 
“Pablo Iglesias, tireless fighter 
throughout his life for the rights 
of the workers against the ex- 
ploiters, against all the enemies 
of the proletariat and the people. 
Is an example for all the Spanish 
workers and anti-fascists during 
these moments In which the gra- 
vity of the situation forces us to 
fight closer together every day 
in order to win the war, to fight 
to the finish, to crush Franco, and 
to hurl the Invaders out of our 
country.” 



APOLOGY! 



A Horn Sc Hardart picket tells 
about the cop In uniform who 
apologized for going into the sto- 
re, explaining that it has the only 
available washroom tn the neigh* 
borbood 





to 
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The Myth of a Dictator: 
How it was Invented 



The Spanish Republican 
Theatre in the War 



The well-known German ^author 
in exile, Conrad Heiden, haa pu- 
blished a book entitled “Hitler : 
The Life of a Dictator.” In it he 
explains how and by jtvi 10 m the 
myth of a “flihrer" came to be 
created; how the National -Socia- 
list Party was started, climbed to 
power and enslaved all Germany. 
The fifth chapter of the book is 
called “Dietrich Eckart Looks For 
a Dictator” and .shows that the 
idea of a "fUhrer” arose from the 
topsy-turvy notions of a bad poet, 
a drunkard unbalanced by the 
war. Here are some excerpts from 
this chapter: 

"Whoever had the luck of en- 
tering the Ortiga Tavern, in the 
Bohemian district of Schwabrig, 
in Munich, on a certain summer’s 
night in 1919, would have been 
able to sit at a table together 
with the regular habitues of the 
caf£, and thus witness the inven- 
tion of Hitler. Or perhaps it would 
be more accurate to say the in- 
vention of the legend of Hitler. 

* “In this tavern the poet, Die- 
trich Eckart, was holding forth. 
He was a man of medium height, 
but corpulent, with an impressive 
bald head and very small eyes; 
and quite plainly a man who lo- 
ved wine to excess. He had a ha- 
bit of using curse words which in 
no other language sounds quite so 
well as in the Bavarian dialect. 

“Before the war this Dietrich 
Eckart had been the editor of a 
weekly in Berlin which was a firm 
supporter of the Kaiser. But like 




a true Bavarian and natural Bo- 
hemian he did not last very long 
in the capital. He then devoted 
himself to the theater and wrote 
a series of dramas. The two or 
three plays which were produced 
had very little success. And to 
compose dramas which are not 
produced, or if produoed, are not 



enjoyed would seem to be the des- 
tiny of tlje Naxis in Germany. 

"Among other works he made 
an adaptation of Henrik Ibsen’s 
“Peer Gynt’\ It was notable for 
the extreme liberties it took with 
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Ibsen's meaning. But Eckart as- 
serted, in his incomparable man- 
ner, that he was concerned only 
with the spirit, not the form, of 
the original, 

“This man, more of an artist in 
living than in writing, had beco- 
me attracted to politics since the 
war, as had many others of the 
literati. He began calling for the 
creation of a party “to combat 
the Jews and Bolsheviks.” To the 
motley Bohemian crew that fre- 
quented the Ortiga Tavern he de- 
claimed, “It must be a party of 
the German bourgeoisie. Why ? 
Because a worker is also bour- 
geois when he is a German. Are 
we going to regard the middle 
class and the farmers as either 
capitalists or tramps ? Don’t they 
have to work for what they have ? 
They should be emulated. But the 
proud financiers have to be des- 
troyed. We must return to simpli- 
cities.” 

Then he proceeded to explain 
his plans for the organization of 
the new party: "At its head," he 
said, “there must be a strong man, 
capable of making himself heard 
like the sound of a machine-gun... 



The theatre company directed 
by Maria Teresa Lebn, well- 
known playwright and producer, 
ba a given performances to the 
soldiers ^defending the fronts in 
the Esc o rial sector near Madrid. 

Speaking after the first perfor- 
mance Maria Teresa said 

“This Is a new departure for 
our company. It is our duty to let 
the soldiers know that we remem- 
ber them. At the same time we 
acoustom those who have never 
seen pJays to see them and those 
who have hitherto only seen bad 
works to see good ones. 

’’One fine, but cold morning we 
arrived at the front in order to 
give a little joy and merriment to 
men who, before the war, had only 
known rough work in the fields 
and who had no time for amuse- 
ment, men who now, in the strug- 
gle for freedom, are living face to 
face with death. Our actors are 
not like the wandering actors who 
formerly went from village to 
village inspired rather by hunger 
'than by the desire to act. 

“We come to visit our soldiers in 
a happy frame of mind. From the 
road the distant enemy lines are 
visible. Far away can be heard 
the thud of bursting shells: white 
smoke can be seen rising from a 
clump of trees on the horizon. The 
undulating landscape, with its 
green hills, does not in the least 
betray the proximity of war. 

“During a performance of “Ma- 
riana Pineda" two soldiers were 
standing by my side. One of them 
said to the other: “All my life I 
have* done nothing but dig and 
now I am here like a lord.” This 
frank expression of satisfaction 
goes a long way to explain what 
our struggle means. The peasant 
who has now become a soldier 



for the rabble must be forced to 
shiver in its boots. 

“This man should not be a po- 
litician or an official. The public 
no longer feels any respect for of- 
ficials. It is best that such a man 
be a worker who could say things 
without restraint, one who is not 
obligated to anyone... My God!“ 
he shouted, “if only Noskc had 
not been such a so-and-so!" 
(Here came one of his characte- 
ristic vulgar expressions). 

Then he continued with his spe- 
cifications for leadership. “He docs 
not need much brains. The trade 
of politician is the most stupid in 
the world, and every fishwife 



finds it difficult, yet pleasing to 
find he is one of the many who 
are now no longer downtrodden 
and despised, but who, on the con- 
trary, are given the opportunities 
which once were only the lot of 
the few." 

The audience, most of whom are 
men, follow the play with the ut- 
most attention. Afterwards they 
mix with the actors and chat with 
them. In former times the actors 
were something apart from the 
audience, as separated as were 
the villages from the cities. Eve- 
rything was out of the reach of 
the peasants — justice, culture, 
art. . . Now all is within their 
grasp. 

They can learn to read and wri- 
te, they can eee the theatre, they 
can talk with the actors, they 
themselves can become actors. 
The Republic has introduced them 
to a world of feeling. And now 
when they are fighting and cannot 
go to the theatre, the theatre co- 
mes to them. How things have 
changed! The Republican soldiers 
are happy and cannot lose, for 
every day brings with it a new 
object in life. Every one of them 
now has the strength which a hun- 
dred men formerly had, in the 
days when life had no prospects 
and when every atom of stimulus 
was crushed in them even before 
they left their mother's womb. 



K U LT U R I 

BERLIN. — Nazi police seized 
and destroyed ail foreign news- 
papers containing the pastoral 
letter issued hy the German Epis- 
copal Church. Among these for- 
bidden papers were all the 
English dailies and several 
French. 



knows it. I prefer a conceited 
monkey, capable of giving the 
Reds a loud answer and who will 
not flee before the raised hoofs 
of a horse. I prefer him to a do- 
zen learned professors.” 

And as the climax of this lec- 
ture on political science, Eckart 
said, “He must be unmarried. In 
this way we can attract the wo- 
men to us.” 

This is the picture of Hitler, 
and many people still remember 
that the prophetic image was pain- 
ted in a fly-by-night tavern in 
Schwabrig. Dietrich Eckart is the 
spiritual author of the myth of a 
“fUhrer." 
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DOCTOR BARSKY RETURNS 

TO SPAIN 



After a four-month speaking 
tour of XM United States, in which 
he spoke to enthusiastic audien- 
ces from Maine to California, Ma- 
jor Edward Barsky of New York 
has returned to Spain to resume 
his work with the American Hos- 
pitals in Spain. Major Barsky, 
who headed the first American 
Medical Unit to arrive in Spain 
early last February, toured the 
States under the auspices of the 
Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish 
Democracy. 

“There is a definite increase 
and crystalization of sympathy 
for Spain in the United States*', 
said Doctor Barsky on his re- 
turn to the American Base 
Hospital, “and the Medical Bu- 
reau has now darwn more and 
more people to its side in the 
gathering of medical aid for 
Spain." At meetings in all the 
major cities of the United States, 
Doctor Barsky was received by 
large audiences and definite finan- 
cial returns. A high point in 
the Doctor's trip was the forma- 
tion of a West Coast Medical 
Unit for Spain, complete with 
doctors, nurses, technicians, and 
equipment under the leadership 
of Doctor Leo Eloesser, profes- 
sor of surgery at Stamford Uni- 
versity Medical School. This 
unit, now in Spain, increased tre- 
mendously the Interest and acti- 
vity for the Loyalists on the en- 
tire West Coast and in meetings 
In Los Angeles, San Diego, San 
Francisco, and De rkel ey. People 
from all classes were brought to- 
gether and responded to Doctor 
Barksy's pleas for aid. 

At a meeting in the University 
of California, which is represen- 
ted in Spain by a large group of 
students now in the 15th Brigade 
under the leadership of Robert H. 
Merrlman, one time professor at 
the U. of C., Major Barsky ad- 
dressed a large audience of pro- 
fessors, their wives, and students 
of the school. "This was a high 




U. S. Ambassador to 
Germany Resigns 

Professor William E. Dodd, 
American Ambassador to Germa- 
ny, has resigned his post. Mister 
Dodd is noted for his progressive 
tendencies. He and his son have 
spoken frequently in the United 
States before anti-fascist au- 
•diences. 



spot on my tour”, stated the doc- 
tor. “The response was excel- 
lent. The interest equalled,, if 
not in physical size, at least in 
enthusiasm, my meeting in Ma- 
dison Square Garden, New York." 

In Chicago and its suburbs, in 
Rockford, Illinois (the scene of a 
tremendous movement for the 
C. I. O.); in Boston, before Har- 
vard students at a meeting in 
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Woods Hole, M&sa., where, with 
Dr. Walter B. Cannon of Harvard 
Medical School, Major Barsky ad- 
dressed representatives from 17 
universities working at the Mari- 
ne Biological Laboratories. He 
also spoke before a group of doc- 
tors at Hie ^annual convention of 
the American Psychological Asso- 
ciation In session at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota. In all these 
and other meetings for medical 
aid to Spain, money was raised 
and solidarity was expressed. 

At a meeting of the staff, 
Doctor Barsky was welcomed 
back to Spain and to the sce- 
ne of the first American Base 
Hospital. At this reunion the 
Doctor addressed the staff and 
congratulated Major Doctor Busch 

on the splendid advances made in 

* 

his absence. He expressed the 
hope for even further strides in 
hospitalization In the future. 
Dr. Leo Eloesser was present at 
the gathering and spoke of some 
first impressions of Spain. The 
eminent California surgeon told 
of the high type of surgical work 
he witnessed in Spanish hospi- 
tals. He told those present (in 
perfect Spanish) of his hopes for 
an even greater unity, with our 
Spanish comrades. 

M. H. 



A Watch Makes the 
Rounds 

A well-known comrade and 
old-timer of the Fifteenth Briga- 
de came out to Spain with a 
Watch. He bbtalned this watch 
by means of a swap, which he 
arranged in London on his way 
out. On the back of it he ins- 
cribed a brief message in Irish 
Gaelic. 

He was wounded in the Fe- 
bruary actions at Jarama. While 
he was at the dressing station, 
waiting with the blood running 
down his arm, he supposed that 
the watch would be of no further 
use to him. He gave It to a com- 
rade who asked to have it rather 
than see it thrown away, and 
after that he thought no more 
about it. 

Some months afterwards an 
American came up to him and 
said, “You're an Irishman, per- 
haps you can tell me what this 
message means on the back of 
my watch." 

It was his own. The American 
passed It over without demur. He 
had taken it, he said, from the 
wrist of a French comrade, as it 
seemed a pity to let It be buried 
with him. 

The watch was going, and Still 
goes on the wrist of the man who 
brought It to Spain. By what de- 
vious process^ of exchange it ca- 
me Into the hands of a French- 
man will probably never known. 



1000 Years on Strike! 

Thirty million working days 
were lost this year by strikes in 
21 countries throughout the 
world. According to the annual 
bulletin of the International La- 
bor Office at Geneva, this is equi- 
valent to one worker’s non-pro- 
ductivity for a period of one 
thousand years. 



Japanese Bombard 
Catholic Mission 

Japanese bombing squadrons, 
in a raid over the town of Huang- 
Teh, dropped several heavy char- 
ges on the Catholic Mission the- 
re. According to reports, the 
mission had clearly identified it- 
self by ground markings. Ca- 
sualties and material damages 
reach considerable figures. 



Spanish Painter Goes to 
The United States 

Pablo Picasso, the celebrated 
Spanish painter, will represent 
his country at the International 
Congress of Artists meeting in 
New York this month. Picasso 
had previously refused many in- 
vitations to go to America, and 
accepts this time to show his lo- 
yal support of the Government. 



Not Even Fascist Bombers 
Could Ruffle his Dignity 

Where was - Wattis when the 
bombers came over? Wattis was 
shaving; or if you chn think of 
something else not unconnected 
with a man's personal prepara- 
tions for the day, perhaps you’re 
right. 

Wattis was a Brigade figure. He 
was indeed. Any two other Bri- 
gade , figures would have fitUd 
inside Wattis' belt together. He 
was a Great Guy. It was Wattis 
who looked alter the Brigade's 
food sup|>ly up to the time when 
he was wounded while we were 
taking Belchite. 

When the bombers came over 
one morning during the Barunete 
offensive, Wattis was shaving be- 
hind a tree. This Brigade figure, 
half uncamouflaged, offered a Wi- 
de, pink target to the bombers; 
but Wattis went on shaving. 

"Get under cover, for God’s sa- 
ke!" shouted someone, running 
past. ’"They're coming over!” 

“Cover be damned,” said Wattis. 
“Do you think I am going to pull 
up my shirt for those blighters?" 

And if that wasn’t what he ca- 
lled them, it began with the same 
letter. 



HIS MASTER'S APPETITE 
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CATALONIA TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

IN THE WAR 




ANOTHER photo of the delejpttioh. Ellen Wilkinson M. P., ta on Gene- 
ral HLnJa’s left. Mkjor ATTLEE im on the extreme right. 



BRITISH LABOUR DELEGATION 

VISITS SPAIN 

(Continued Irom pace 1.) 



The great importance assumed 
in Catalonia by the Industry of 
the textile manufacturing syndi- 
cates and their development In 
the present economic and social 
situation, have prompted us to ob- 
tain an account of their various 
problems. With this purpose the 
members of the Secretariat of the 
regional committee of the manu- 
facturing, textile and related in- 
dustries of CataJoma have given 
us the following information: 

At the outset of the uprising, 
when we had taken charge of the 
factories, we found that many 
Individuals had come to be small 
capital let 3 by buying a few looms. 
There were others who had for- 
med companies by contributing 
capital and buying twenty or 
thirty looms together, but had not 




THE WOMEN of Spain are daily 
becemlng more Involved hi their 
country's war Industries. 

developed very successfully; they 
had been forced to become de- 
pendents of the large enterprises. 
The big firms were the ones which 
received the important orders. 
When the order was .very large 
and greater productive capacity 
was needed, they resorted to the 
small companies to serve them 
and complete the work. In the ma- 
nufacturing aud texiile industry 
there were many such cases of 
houses who had no life of their 
own, who merely worked for 
others. 

When the large firms were 
collectivized those of the greatest 
potential output refused to give 
work to the smaller firms, but 
this contradictory situation was 
abolished by the “Decree on Col- 
lectivization". which required the 
large to help the small. 

Eighty percent of the regional 
production had been for the home 
trade and the remainder for ex- 



port. The Industry used 400,000 
bales of cotton, most of It coming 
from America and some from In- 
dia and Egypt. But when the 
uprising began the supply of pri- 
me materials was rapidly exhaus- 
ted. Capitalism had declined to 
pay the debts it owed to the 
American exporters, and we were 
forced to deal with a very limi- 
ted amount of raw material. This 
we attached f paying what wa? 
due. Through the efforts of a cer- 
tain Bank we were able to settle 
all debts 'by the end of the year. 
This was eloquent proof of our at- 
titude. But there still remained the 
painful problem of the lack of 
raw materials. In seeking a solu- 
tion of this problem & committee 
went to the Government in Ja- 
nuary 1937. We calculated the va- 
lue of foreign exports at some 
300,000,000 pesetas and proposed 
a formula to the Government. 
This consisted of exporting ma- 
nufactured goodn and converting 
it, through commission agents, in- 
to bales of cotton which we 
would receive by land; for we 
Imposed the condition that the 
material would be brought to the 
Vrontier. We would thus secure 
the advantage of a discount from 
the French railways and we al- 
so planned to request the same 
from the Spanish rail. But diffi- 
culties arose and this Idea never 
materialized. 

Our structure consists of in- 
dustrial syndlcates i grouped ac- 
cording to manufacturing zones, 
which number seventeen. Each 
has its own committee and to- 
gether these delegates constitute 
the Regional Committee. 



FOOD SHORTAGE 




“What's the matter with these pi- 
rate submarines? It’s time they 
sank some more refugees.” 



mocracy. Two rifle salutes were 
fired into the air by squads of 
picked British and Spanish sol- 
diers during the silence. 

“Help us to get arms", was the 
plea of the British Volunteers In 
the battalion. "We’li do our part 
here, fighting not only for the 
freedom of the Spanish people, but 
for the very existence of the La- 
bour Movement threatened by 
Fascism in Britain and the entire 
world. You must carry on the 
fight back home." 

General Walter voiced the de- 
termination of the International 
Volunteers and the Spanish people 
to prevent Spain "from becoming 
a European Abyssinia". 

MEETING TO AID SPAIN 

After visiting the barracks of 
the British Volunteers the delegat- 
ion had dinner at the Brigade 
Headquarters before continuing on 
their journey to Valencia. Prior 
lo Ihcir departure the delegation 
stood at attention during the play- 
ing o*f the Spanish Republican 

i 

anthem, then stood at' salute while 
singing the "International” in 
company with the soldiers. 

"Good courage and good fort- 
une", cried Miss Wilkinson in part_ 
ing. 

Almost Immediately after his 
return to Britain, Major Attlee 
will be the principal speaker at a 
great Labour Rally at the Albert 
Hall in London. This meeting is 
the climax to a great Aid-Spain 
Campaign which the Labour Party 



has been conducting over the last 
few weeks. .The Campaign has as 
its immediate objective the collect- 
ion of food and milk for the Span- 
ish people, and the political object- 
ive of raising public opinion in 
order to force the British Go- 
vernment to drop its policy of 
"non-intervention". 

With regard to the collection of 
food and milk, the support given 
by the working-class parties, and 
by the Co-operative movement es- 
pecially, is such that the success 
is assured. In the case of the 

t 

campaign to rouse popular opin- 
ion against the policy of the Brit- 
ish Government, there is as yet 
no evidence that this is going with 
a real swing. 

Major Attlee will return at the 
climax of this campaign — a cam- 
paign which has not yet attained 
the necessary results. He will be 
fresh with memories of his visit 
here, memories of a people who 
will fight to the bitter end, me- 
mories of International Volunte- 
ers including his own countrymen 
who are fighting for the Liberty 
of Spain and the Peace of the 
World. 

What he must do Is clear to us 
and to himself. He must turn this 
meeting from being the climax of 
one campaign into the first step 
of an even greater one — a campa- 
ign which will really bring results, 
a campaign of direct action in fa- 
vour of the Spanish Republic. 

A. D. 
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OUR PEOPLE’S ARMY PREPARED TO MEET FRANCO’S FOREIGN FASCIST TROOPS 




THE NEW PEOPLE’S ARMY, no longer the weaponless and poorly clothed 
militiamen of the early days of the war. Now they are part of a highly 

trained and technical Republican Army. 



The following 1 is an official 
statement on the present military 
situation in face of the impend- 
ing fascist attacks made by the 
Central Estado Mayor of the Mi- 
nistry of National Defense of the 
Spanish Republican Army to the 
Spanish people just before the 
Teruel oifensJve. 

On the 20th of October Gijon 
was evacuated. Thus ended the 
fighting in the ancient princedom 
of Asturias. The rebels, who were 
in Vtllaviciosa, were delayed for- 
ty-eight hours in occupying the 
city, where they met no resistan- 
ce. The Franco offensive has not 
yet started against the Govern- 
ment's lines in the East, the South 
or the Center. The loss of the 
North was due, as no one can deny 
to the policy of “non-intervention” 
and to geographical destiny. 

The fascists, in their desire to 
increase their territorial, moral 
and industrial advantages so as to 
gain favor with the democratic 
chancellories, concentrated on the 
North. From April to October 
they covered themselves with the 
blood of the Basques, the Astu- 
rians and the people of Santander. 

For eight months, except for 
an episode like that at Albarracin, 
the defense has been maintained 
in Andalucia, in La Mancha, in 
Extremedura, in the Center and 
in Aragon. The enemy put all 
effort into the occupation of the 
northern coast. Have they done 
well ? In a military sense, no. The 
martyrdom of the North gave the 
Republic an intermission, an opp- 
ortunity which has served to org- 
anize Its army and regulate its 
rear. 

Today -the rear obeys the Go- 
vernment fully and the army, has 
reached authentic efficiency. 

We write this commentary at 
the end of November. We compare 
the existing situation with the 
state of affajrs a year ago, and 
it permits us to be optimistic. 

In November, 1986 the Govern- 



ment was moved to Valencia, as 
a first step toward Barcelona. 

Madrid was in the war zone and 

* 

seemed to lack the elements for 
defense. An open city, it was 
attacked from the south and from 
the east, and was in grave peril. 
To its outskirts had fallen back 
the remnants of the militia co- 
lumns which since September had 
been driven back from Talavera 
to Getafe, from PeguerinOs to 
Boadilla. Their bravery and pers- 
onal resourcefulness were no 
match against material superio- 
rity. 

A chaotic militia, arranged on 
lines of political or trade union 
loyalty, devoid of leadership or 
seasoning, lacking even cartrid- 
ges — such an army could not 
resist the shock troops of Franco, 
the Moors and Foreign Legionn- 
arles, supported by Italian and 
German aviation and large caliber 
artillery, with armored cars, tanks 
and automatic anna. 

The truth is that It cannot be 
understood how the enemy had 



been held off for two and a half 
months. Madrid seemed doomed 
on the night General Miaja open- 
ed the sealed envelope left behind 
by the man who was then Prime 
Minister. The next morning the 
Committee of Defense held its 
first meeting and drew up an aff- 
idavit. This was later made public 
and it reveals that all Madrid had 
for its defense consisted of six 
machine guns in good use, three 
hours’ of ammunition, one hun- 
dred cases of Mauser cartridges, 
and the remainder of six militia 
columns which, since Talavera, 
had known nothing but retreat 
and defeat. 

Never, it can now be said, were 
the rebels more certain of victory. 
W'hy did they not enter Madrid? 
How did they fail to take advant- 
age of those days to strike the 
fatal blow to the Republic? Some 
day it will be known. One thing 
is certain; the fascists lacked the 
daring that Madrid possessed. The 
defenders knew how to be heroes, 
and raised & war-cry, & watchw- 



ord, which became a slogan that 
was carried out to the letter. “No 
Pasaran!” 

Bismarck speaks frequently of 
the Imponderable elements which 
decide battles. Clausewitz, in his 
classical book on war. points out 
that between theory and execution 
comes the friction of reality. The 
imponderable elements have wor- 
ked in our favor for a year. The 
friction with reality operates on 
the side of legitimate causes. 

The experiences of yesterday 
should be the basis of the expect- 
ations of tomorrow. Today we 
have become a strategic power, 
economically and politically, and 
entirely homogeneous. We are 
familiar with offensives; we know 
not only how to resist them, but 
also how to make them. Naturally, 
we cannot discuss the plans of 
the Army. Facts will speak for 
themselves at an opportune time. 

Concerning the designs of the 
enemy, the reports are numerous 
and contradictory. Will they 
attack through Huesca toward 
Lerida ? Through Teruel toward 
Castellon? Through Sigtienza to- 
ward Guadalajara? Through Ar- 
ganda toward Alcala de Hen ares ? 
Toward Pozoblanco ? Toward 
Jaen? Toward Almeria? 

Will they combine two attacks 
at once? Will they undertake a 
grand series of operations, like 
the one they followed in the 
North? Will they make a series 
of feints to confuse us? We know 
that a large number of their eff- 
ectives of the Northern front were 
immediately brought to the Eas- 
tern and Center fronts. We know 
also that Italian, German and 
Moroccan contingents are still arr- 
iving in Spain, with large quantit- 
ies of war material. We know 
that the policy of “non-intervent- 
ion” continues to cause us enor- 
mous injury. 

But we also know that we have 
finally built an Army. 
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Major MERRIMAN, Chief of Staff 
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Capt. DUNBAR, Chief of Operations 




to all, from the 

XV th BRIGADE 



After a year of hard-fought and 
gloriously-won battles oa the 
fronts of JinuBt, Brnsete and 
Aragon* fhe Fifteenth Internatio- 
nal Brigade spends Christmas in 
the front-line trenches. 

American#, British. Canadians, 
Irish — and their Spanish comra- 
des — maw their trenches this 
Christmas-tide playing their part 
In the war for the freedom 
of the people of Spain and of the 
whole human race. 

From the front-line they send 
greetings to their comrades at 




Lt Col. COPIC, 

Commanding the 
XV th Brigade 

home— their comrades through 
whose solidarity victory over 
Fascism will be achieved and a 
new era of peace and goodwill 
ensured. 

No peace until victory; no good- 
will until the peoples are freed: 
that Is our Christmas Message, 
our New Year's resolve. 




From ihe BRITISH 

BATTALION 

The men of the British Batta- 
lion. many spending their second 
successive Christmas at the front, 
send revolutionary greetings to 
the British working-class and to 
all the progressive parties who 
support them in their struggle in 
arms against fascism. 

We hail the national re-awaken- 
ing which is finding expression in 
the great Labour campaign for 
the people of Spain. We urge on 
all democrats, and in particular 
on the British working-class to 
give that campaign their fullest 
support. Such united action in con- 
junction with the valour of the 
Spanish Republican Army — in 
whose ranks we are proud to ser- 
ve — will hasten the victory for 
which so many British and other 
comrades have given their lives. 

May the coming New Year be 
one of world-wide solidarity in 
the struggle against Fascism so 
that next Christmas shall find 
the people of Spain enjoying the 
era of peace and freedom for 
which they are making such great 
sacrifices. 



From the 

LINCOLN -WASHINGTON BATTALION 



THE 



The volunteers of the Lincoln 
Washington Battalion, composed 
of men from every State of the 
Union, Cuba and South America, 
send the Season's Greetings and 
their best wishes to their families, 
friends, trade unions and organi- 
zations. as well as the entire 
people of the United States. 

Resisting with their armed 
might the combined onslaught of 
Franco and the Italian and Nazi 
invaders they are fighting in the 
best American traditions to main- 
tain democracy and save Spain 
from the barbaric aggression of 
international fascism. 

Thanking all their friends and 
well-wishers for their unstinted 
aid, support and solidarity, they 
pledge to' fight to their last drop 
of blood against barbaric fa- 
scism — the arch enemy of civili- 
zation and humanity. 

Proud of their glorious tradition 
forged on the battlefields oT Ja- 
rama_ Brunete and Aragon they 
intend to carry on the fight to a 
victorious conclusion so that next 
Christmas may find Spain a land 
of freedom*, peace and good will 
towards men. 



From the MACKENZIE-PAPINEAU BATTALION 



The Canadian volunteers in 
Spain, one thousand strong, wish 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to the Canadian peo- 
ple back home. 

The Canadian Mackenzie-Papi- 
neau-Battalion. together with 
American and British in the XV 
(Anglo-American) Brigade is pre- 
senting an invincible front to op- 
pose the traitor Franco and Mus- 
solini’s and Hitler’s fascist invad- 
ing troops. 




SEASON’S COMPLIMENTS 



Strong and united with the Ca- 
nadian people in their love for 
peace, freedom and democracy 
the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion 
forms the spearhead of the Ca- 
nadian people in the fight against 
international fascism in Spain. 

Fascism is a menace not only 
to Spain, but it is a deadly ene- 
my of anything that represents 
humanity, progress and enlight- 
enment — it is out to destroy civi- 
lization and plunge the^world into 
chaos and mass slaughter. In 
fighting for a free, democratic, 
victorious Spain the Canadian 
volunteers are defending with 
their lives the happiness and fu- 
ture of their family, friends and 
the people of Canada as wed. 

Forward to victory! This Chrls- 
mas finds us in the trenches, but 
we are confident that with the 
continued aid and support of the 
Canadian people we will celebrate 
next Christmas at home rejoicing 
with our people in the victory of 
a free and democratic Spain, 
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From the 

SPANISH COMRADES 
n (ha XVth. Brigade 

Los camaradaa espaiioles de la 
XV Brigmda Internacional se unco 
a aus hermanos internacionalea 
envlaxtdo un ferviente aaludo a los 
poeblof democrAticos del znundo. 

JSSatamos aeguroa de que con 
vueatra ayuda en los campoa 
de batalla aqul en Espafia, y 
con vueatra solidaridad en vuea- 
troa propios paiaes, el nuevo afto 
aeri un afio de victoria, y en las 
prteimas Navidades Kspafia ae 
encontr&rA libertada de la tiraofa 
fascist*. 

From Frank Ryan on behalf of the 

IRISH comrades: 



On WHOSE S 
the GOODWILL? 

The sprit of Christmas festival Is far older than the calendar. of 
the Christian church. This Is the time when everybody feels the temp* 
tatlon to gaiety, whether or not It gets him. This Is the time when 
troubles are forgotten — the sort of troubles it is possible to forget. 

In a country at war, all troubles are sunk Into one. The Spanish 
people have mobilised thetr time and powers to win the Civil War. 
They nei th er can nor will forget it. 

When Christmas of llN came round, a trained and well dty nip ped 
fascist army stood at the gates of Madrid, halted almost by enthusiasm 
alone. Now, a year later, we have gained their weapon of efficiency, but 
they have not gained otr weapon of morale. We are fighting dispirited 
men. 

What sort of a Christmas will the fascist soldier getT Enough 
drink, perhaps, to soften the uncomfortable realities out of his he ad 
for a night and make It sore the next morning. Real pleasure has no 



IDE is 




In tbs XVth. Brigade 

Nodlaig f£ shAan do Ghaedhea- 
la, agus Aith-Bhliain fA shonas 
agus fA shlochain! 

Sin guidbe n& n-Eireannoch atA 
ag caitheamh na NodJag annao, 
don tarna uair, 1 lAthair an cha- 
tha, ag trold i gcoinnibh na tlo- 
rAnt&chta agus ar son siochAna. 

Thar a gclonn uile bheirim 
buidheachas do gach n-aon agalbh 
atA ag cabhrft linn. Ach an chab- 
hair sin a neartd agus a leathnti 
bainfimid an buadb amach, agus 
gealfaidh Aith-Bhliain na Saoirae 
Ins an Sp&ixm agus ar fuaid an 
domhain. 




I’roinnslaH O Riain. 



chapter in the fascist book. That story is being written now In Spain 
ami China, not in terms of goodwill. The unhappy conscript will get 
nothing more than a moment of forgetfulness. 

“On earth, peace and goodwill towards men.” So the Christian 
peoples will sing in their churches. But there will be an uncomfortable 
feeling that the spirit of goodwill Is not so universal <oday as it might 
be. Who is destroying the Christmas spirit? 

Hungry and oppressed families in all countries of the world but one 
will answer that together, and the sound will be loud enough to break 
through the concert of Christmas hymns. The beast is abroad. Already 
he has three wars to his credit, each bigger than the last Some, like 
the simpleton who stared at a hippopotamus and remarked “There 
isn’t such an animal”, still refuse to believe their eyes. Only the courage 
and resolution of the anti-fascist 
armies saves them from being 
swallowed by the beast that is not 
there. 

We who spend Christmas of 
1937 in Spain may miss some of 
the luxuries our friends will have 
at home, but we shall share more 
than famUiy sentiments. We share 
with the people of Spain a com- 
mon purpose and a spirit warmer 
than burning logs. It may prove 
that we are taking part In one 
of the most significant and mo- 
mentous celebrations in the world’s 
history. 



East and West, men of 
goodwill have answered the 
ca21 to arms a gainst inter- 
national fascism. Upon their 
victory will rest the triumph 
of peace on earth. 



The man on guard 

Th ; nks “Back at home they'll drink my health this year, 
And someone will be asked to say a word 
About the Christmas I'll be having here. 

Then, 1 suppose, > they’ll sober down a minute. 

Well, and what’s in it f 

1 dont miss coloured lights and Christmas trees 
So long as I’m where company is good; 

To be among a bunch o/ men like these 
Makes up for what you miss in drink and food.” 

The soldier winks at half a moon . His feet 
Shuffle an outline to the tune he’s humming ; 

He thinks ’’The day we get those fascists beat. 

There’s going to be a merry Christmas coming” 




THIS FLAG WAS PRESENTED TO THE 
BRITISH BATTALION OF THE FIFTEENTH 
BRIGADE BY THE WORKERS OF LONDON 
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A review 

The Fascist states are coming 
more and more into the open. 
Their actions brand them more 
and more plainly as the deadly 
enemies of collective security and 
world peace. The Berlin-Rome- 
ToKio triangle is continuing the 
policy of the strong hand and the 
accomplished fact, which has hi- 
therto been so successful with the 
"democratic" Governments. And 
up to the present the latter have 
not made the decisive joint stand 
which would checkmate the "Holy 
Anti-Bolshevik Alliance”. 

The key piece in the desperate 
game was and is the British Go- 
vernment, and this Government is 
acting in such a way as to arouse 
fears that in certain circumstances 
the Faseist triangle might become 
a reactionary square. 

NYON — AND AFTERWARDS 

In entering the Nyon Agre- 
ement the "National” Government 
had taken at least half a step to- 
wards collective security. At Ge- 
neva Eden joined forces with Del- 
bos in pledging to Spain that fur- 
ther resistance on Italy’s part to 
the withdrawal of troops would be 
met by drastic action. Then came 
a change for the worse — possibly 
not unconnected with the results 
of the Bournemouth Labour Par- 
ty Conference; the support lor the 
Government's arms policy, etc. 
British pressure prevented Fran- 
ce from opening the Pyrenees 
frontier. On the Non-Intervention 
Committee Britain made a move 
to grant belligerent rights to 
Franco. This was effectively chec- 
ked by the firm stand of the So- 
viet delegate, but Franco’s belli- 
gerent rights are still being wat- 




of the present 



world scene 




THE CHINESE CAVALRY 



ched over with loving care. On 
December 15th Eden stated that 
belligerent rights will be granted 
to both parties when the Non- 
Intervention Committee is satisfied 
that progress has been made in 
the withdrawal of volunteera The 
Spanish Govcrnmtnt’s attitude to 
this question is well known: ac- 
ceptance cf withdrawal on condi- 
tion that it is not unilateral with- 
drawal end is carried out on a 
proportional basis. However, in 
view of Franco's not unnatural re- 
luctance to continuing the war 
against the Spanish people with 
the forces of Spanish nationality 
at his disposal — even should the 
Sultan of Morroco's subjects as- 
sume Spanish nationality in the 
eyes of the non-intervention gen- 
try — this announcement, taken at 
its face value, opens up vast ho- 
rizons of delays. 

Having met with obstacles in 
this direction, the British Govern- 
ment acted on its own and procee- 
ded to exchange agents with the 
traitors. Franco’s official commu- 
nique stated that this was much 
more important than the recogni- 
tion of belligerent rights since it 
implied “the recognition of sove- 
reignty”. 

On November 9th, just after 
Italy’s entry into the Anti- 
Comintern Pact, the British Pri- 
me Minister made his Guildhall 
speech in which he made gratui- 
tous overtures to the "two great 
powers now so closely associated 
in what is known as the Berlin- 
Home axis” and expressed his Go- 
vernment’s desire for “a basis of 
mutual friendship and unders- 
tanding". 

On November 12th, the Halifax 
mission was announced. That visit 
to Germany turned on the Central 
European question, and Halifax 
was faced with two fundamental 
demands: a plebiscite in Austria, 
and autonomy for the German 
minority in Czecho-Slovakla. 

THE “SAFETY VALVE” 

The British ruling-class is pur- 
suing the policy of the safety val- 
ve. The aim is to conciliate Ger- 
many and postpone her colonial 
demands by a deal In Central Eu- 
rope. With this scheme Britain 
hopes to weaken the Berlin-Rome 
axis-thereby making Italy more 
amenable to British ideas regard- 
ing the Mediterranean. She is hop- 
ing also to use Germany’s influ- 
ence with Japan to arrive at a 
compromise in the Far East. This 
process is described by the "Tim- 



es” as an effort to turn the Germ- 
an drive for expansion into “pre- 
viously prepared channels”. 

In return for these concessions 
Hitler, of course, would coo like 
the dove of peace in person. The 
British Government would care- 
fully conceal the debit side of the 
deal, and would be assisted more 
than a little by the attitude of 
those Liberal and Labour people 
who are in, even worse case than 
the Bourbons, for not only have 
they learnt nothing but they have 
remembered nothing; they see a 
remedy for all international evils 
in Germany’s return to the League 
and never stop to ask themselves 
on what terms or to what kind 
of a League, or how far Hitler’s 
performance will be removed from 
Hitler’s promise. The "National” 
Government, if it saw fit. could 
then go to the electorate at an 
early date, while the forces of 
progress are still disunited and 
unmobilised, and pose as the sa- 
viour of peace in Western Europe. 

The game Is a dangerous one 
from the British imperialist view- 
point, and there appears to be a 
split In the Cabinet on the 11 m- 
to be followed. One group is in 
favour of trying to break Italy 
away from Germany by means of 
bribes, end the other group fa- 
vours the formation of a West 
European I doc of Germany, Italy, 
Franco and Britain. Hitler would 
be allowed a free hand in the East 
and, probably, at least the promise 
of some colonial satisfaction in a 
more or less distant future. In 
return he would give a guarantee 
of non-aggression in the West. 

The position of France in the 
game is not an enviable one. She 
is threatened with isolation. Italy 



is concentrating troops in Africa. 
France must face the possibility of 
an Italian attack in Africa, a con- 
certed Italian and German attack 
on her frontiers, together with a 
Fascist coup fomented inside her 
own territory — In short the very 
disagreeable possibility of the birds 
of' Non-Intervention coming home 
to roost. 

It is early to judge the results 
of Delbos’ European tour. While 
it may have eased the situation 
to some extent, thers is no basis 
for undue optimism, as France's 
present foreign policy, notably 
with regard to Spain, is not calcu- 
lated to inspire unlimited confid- 
ence among the small countries 
who want peace and fear agres- 
sion, and who, because of this 
policy and their very fear, are 
tending to be swung more and 
more into the orbit of Hitler Ger- 
many. 

A further proof, if it were ne- 
eded, that the Fascist powers are 
resolved on a course which requir- 
es a very light baggage of inter- 
national commitments is provided 
by Italy’s departure from the 
League of Nations. 

THE FAR EAST 

In the Far East, too, the situat- 
ion is sharpening. The Brussels 
Conference which was summoned 
to find a solution and a just set- 
tlement to the Far Eastern situat- 
ion, decided on November 24th 
that it could make no useful con- 
tribution to the realisation of Its 
programme and should therefore 
adjourn Indefinitely. This was a 
betrayal of the October 5th reso- 
lution at Geneva that aid should 
be given to China. As usual the 
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PLAZA DE ESPANA 

If there is peace among these branches 
Hanging here without a sound. 

The wind brings other tales of trenches, 

Tales of war on 'Spanish ground. 

Don Quixote, why at rest? 

Centuries have turned the wheel 
Since your fathers died and left 
Their arms of honour and of steel. 

Is your heart not fierce and burning 
Underneath your old cuirass 
To hear your enemies returning? 

Don Quixote, shall they pass? 

Drop your shield and shirt of Iron, 

Drop you r cumbrous sword and lance, 

Swing out of your saddle, down 
From Rostn&nte’s crazy flanks! 

Take a gun and shrapnel hat, 

The day of swords Is dead and gone; 

Arm as a soldier, not a knight, 

And ride a Spanish camion. 

Men are standing, wet and cold, 

Underneath the parapet; 

Here’s the way we change the world. 

Stand with ys — we’ll change It yet! 

Stoop, or-theyTl get you in the head. 

Their line Is fifty yards from here 
And six-foot men are soonest dead. 

Have caution where you have not fear! 

This Is no windmill in a field, 

This Is the fighting force of shame; 

We face them, strength for strength, and yield 
To death If must be — not to them! 

ZOFIA SCHLEYEN 

(Translated from the Polish volunteers’ paper 
"Dabrowszak”. Adapted into English by 
M. Tom&Un.) 



JAPANESE WORKERS 
AGAINST THE WAR! 



British Government had its full 
quota of guilt in this decision. Jap- 
an was considerably heartened and 
began & consistent effort to drive 
the European powers from Shang- 
hai. She is demanding the right 
to control the Internattoifal Set- 
tlement, and has seized the Chi- 
nese customs with their annual 
revenue of 21,000,000 pounds. Pro- 
test notes have followed, and Ja- 
pan, by sinking American and 
British ships — "unintentionally”, 
of course — is supplying the Go* 
vernments concerned with a more 
direct Inducement to leave Asia 
to the Asiatics, i. e. the Japanese. 

JAPAN’S HASTE 

Like Franco, Japan is in a 
hurry. She knows the resistance 
she can expect in Central China. 
She has had a foretaste of the 
tremendous economic and internal 
difficulties in which a prolonged 
struggle will involve her. "Ener- 
getic protest notes” will not make 
Japanese imperialism deviate from 
its chosen path — the formula 
"energetic protest = profound apo- 
logies + fresh aggression” can 
be continued indefinitely. On the 
other hand, economic sanctions 
administered by Washington, Lon- 
don and Paris in a firm united 
stand could do a great deal. The 
dockers of Southampton and Glas- 
gow who have refused to handle 
Japanese goods have shown the 
way to all who love peace. 

While the rulers are playing 
this Infernal game the peoples are 
beginning to awaken to the issues 
at stake. Everything depends or, 
how soon they take a decisive 
part 

A. M. E. 



TORPEDO BOAT N.° 3 

In the Naval Delegation in Ma- 
drid a banquet was held lately by 
the Sailor’s Home in honor of 
Torpedo Boat Number 3, saved 
during the evacuation of Gijon. 

The Commander of this unit of 
the Government fleet, Guillermo 
Almeiros, had been given concre- 
te orders to sink Torpedo Boat 
Number 3, which was at the time 
thought to be irremediably lost, 
rather than have it fall into the 
hands of the invading forces. 

AJmeiros not only saved the ship, 
as he had likewise done when the 
cities of San Sebastian, Bilbao 
and Pasajes fell, but, facing the 
countless dangers that were in 
his way and flying the tri-colored 
Republican flag, sailed for Bor- 
deaux with the General Staff of 
the Axmy of the North on board. 



NATIONAL PEOPLE’S 
FRONT COMMITEE 
MAKES UNITY APPEAL 

On renewing its activity follow- 
ing the move to Barcelona, the 
National Committee of the Peo- 
ple’s Front has published an ap- 
peal to the militants of all parties 
and antifascist organisations and 
to the people of Spain as a whole 
inviting them to bring about the 
unity of action demanded by the 
Republic. 

Tre appeal states that the Ar- 
my is calmly awaiting the fascist 

offensive and that it is determi- 

* 

ned to maintain the independen- 
ce of the Spanish people. The 
Committee congratulates Doctor 
Negri n on being satisfied with 
nothing but complete victory. It 
calls for unity in all sections of 
the people, the strengthening of 
the Army, the nationalisation of 
war industries and for world an- 
tifascist unity. 

The appeal is signed by the 

Left Republican Party, the Repu- 

* 

blican Union, the Socialist Party, 
and the Communist Party. 





THE STATUE of Don Quixote and 
Sancho Panza In the Pla» dc £■- 
p&fi* of Madrid. A short distance 
from the statue bee Ins one of the 
city’s front line trenches. 



TOKIO.— Signs of ahti-war ac- 
tivity have been discovered in 
several munitions and arms fac- 
tories. Perhaps the most signif- 
icant manifestation so far occur- 
red in one of the largest war- 
material plants in Yokohama. 
Slogans suddenly appeared on the 
walls calling upon all the workers 
there to show their solidarity 
ijvith the Chinese people in arms 
for their independence. Eight 
days later an entire wing of 
the factory was destroyed by an 
explosion. 



Brief strikes, sometimes last- 
ing only a few minutes, have been 
heid in Tokio, Osaka and other 
important cities. They demanded 
withdrawal of the entire expeditio- 
nary force from China, and some 
urged that the families of Japa- 
nese soldiers be given an allow- 
ance by the Government that 
would enable them to live with 
some degree of decency. The po- 
lice have made hundreds of 
arrests. 
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THE SOCORRO ROJO INTERNACIONAL 




The International volunteers 
wear buttons and insignias of 
many kinds. But one leads all the 
rest. It not the most pictures- 
que; it is a simple set of Initials 
pinned upon shirt or coat or cap. 
It is a symbol worn proudly 
throughout Loyalist Spain by sol- 
diers and civilians alike. It is the 
insignia of the S. R. I. — the So- 
corro Rojo Internacional, And the 
pin on the outside is usually sup- 
plemented in the pocket or wallet 
by a little red membership book 
full of dues stamps. 

If the People’s Front Govern- 
ment may be called the father of 
the Spain of the future, the So- 
corro Rojo must be called the 
mother. That accounts for the 
deep love felt for it. And that 
explains the profound tenderness, 
the unceasing effort, the utter 
devotion shown by the S. R. I. at 
every time and place that suffer- 
ing and sorrow could be allevia- 
ted. In all emergencies it has 
come to the rescue swiftly, surely, 
strongly, saving life, feeding hun- 



ger, giving faith in victory and o. 
better day. 

Whatever the need, it is Soco- 
rro Rojo that launches itself into 
the situation. Right now, for 
example, it is engaged ardently 
and arduously in a Christmas 
campaign to provide winter clot- 
hing for men at the front. That 
is the outstanding current need. 
And the Socorro Rojo is deter- 
mined to fill it. Gathering blan- 
kets, overcoats and sweaters, 
urging women *.o knit mufflers, 
gloves and socks, appealing ur- 
gently for funds, the organization 
is successfully proceeding to ma- 
ke the winter of 1937-1938 more 
comfortable than the one before. 
General Miaja’s donation was one 
of the first. He gave 5.000 pe- 
setas. 

In this drive, as In all of its 
efforts, the S. R. I. endeavors 
to supplement the work of the 
Government. A recent decree 
limits blankets to not more than 
one for each civilian. The rest 
are taken for military use. The 



plain truth is that a trench is 
colder than aDy house By its 
flexibility, by its intimate ap- 
proach, by its nature as a mass 
organization, the S. R. I. can de- 
velop the public's response to^tfie 
fullest extent. 

The International Brigades su- 
rely owe thtg organization a spe- 
cial debt, for it handles every 
scrap of mail that comes to vo- 
lunteers from outside Spain. 
That is an example of the varied 
work the S. R. I. does. The IB 
mail is perhaps one of Its compa- 
ratively minor tasks. 

Much more profound and basic 
is the record of the things the 
S. R. I. has done and is doing. 
It has grappled with all the 
life-and-death concerns of a peo- 
ple unexpectedly plunged Into the 
horror and chaos of war. But 
it has not only alleviated their 
misery; it has turned their faces 
to victory. 

The full and splendid story of 
the S. R. I. will some day be told. 
Glorious chapters will be devoted 
to its work of evacuating women, 
children and aged from zones of 
danger and placing them in ha- 
vens of greater safety; of feed- 
ing and supplying Madrid ; of 
caring for the little sons and 
daughters of slain soldiers 

of liberty; of its education of 

\ 

illiterates in trenches and fac- 
tories, the better to understand 
and fight the fascist foe; of its 
publishing and propaganda acti- 
vities, which have produced some 
of the most compelling and ins- 
piring posters and pamphlets of 
a land in action; of the kindly in- 



fluence it has exercised over the 
captured fascist prisoners, espe- 
cially the Italians taken at Gua- 
dalajara, who sent the S. R. I. a 
wreath of flowers as an offering 
of thanks and friendship. 

Surely one of the most souj- 
stirring stories the world will 
ever know is about the activities 
of the S. R. I. rendering aid to 
the stricken folk living in the re- 
bel zone. Going right into enemy 
territory, surrounded by hostile 
and hateful eyes, messengers of 
loyal mercy distribute funds to 
sustain life and hope. Men and 
women do this perilous work, 
using secret methods. How ma- 
ny have died will perhaps never 
be known. All details must be 
kept concealed until victory re- 
moves the need for secrecy. 

But one great chapter of So- 
corro Rojo's work can now be 
told. For, unlike Its other ac- 
tivities, this work is finished — fi- 
nished in that It has been given 
up by the S. R. I. and put where 
it belongs — in the better-equip- 
ped hands of the Government. 
Not long ago those powerful 
hands were not so strong. Then 
it was that S. R. I. stepped into 
the breech, toiling with might and 
main until the Government pre- 
pared its own Army Medical Ser- 
vice. 

In July 1936, when the traitor 
generals and the army rebelled, 
the Army Medical Corps went the 
same way. But the people rose 
in their own defense and grave ter- 
rific battle. After the first en- 
gagements, it became entirely a 
task of saving Madrid. Groups 
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of workers and fanners rushed 
to positions to head off the ad- 
vancing fascists. At numerous 
points around Madrid these badly- 
armed but Invincible-hearted mi- 
litiamen fought tigerishly to pro- 
tect the city. The fighting was 
most violent at Cara banc he 1, Ge- 
tafe, the Sierra de Guadarama — 
all within a stone’s throw of the 
capital Many were killed in 

each combat and hundreds fell 
wounded every day. 

There was nobody else to do the 
work of succoring the wounded, 
so S. R. I. assumed the respon- 
sibility. It was as abrupt as 

that. The organization was not 
prepared for such work; it had 
just emerged from an under- 
ground existence since 1934. It 
had no stretchers, stretcher-bear- 
ers or ambulances to bring woun- 
ded men to the rear. At the 




front there was not even any real 
first aid. How many lives were 
thus lost is incalculable. And 
in the rear there were similar dif- 
ficulties — an inadequate number 
of hospitals insufficiently equip- 
ped for war surgery. 

There was, of course, the Red 
Cross. It had abundant mate- 
rial, trained personnel, plenty of 
money. But it also had a lead- 
ership of the worst reactionary 
type, ruthless men determined to 
protect the Interests of the rich. 
In Madrid, in those first days of 
the war, they went to some un- 
believable lengths. Palaces and 
mansions, whose owners feared 
their attachment by the Govern- 
ment, were marked by the Red 
Cross as erne rgency hospitals. 
Pha lan gists and other traitors 
were put in these hospital with 
credentials as doctors. In this 
cunning way they plotted to save 
certain lives and property, alike 
condemned by the Republic. 



It took many months before 
the People’s Front Government 
could reorganize the Red Cross 
and enable it to function properly 
and decently. 

Meanwhile the Socorro Rojo 
began its war sanitary work. 
Time was crucial, and the first 
necessity was to gather and train 
personnel. By radio, by press, 
by handbills and posters, the 
S. R. I. in a couple of days mus- 
tered over 7.000 volunteers, men 
and women. The offices of the 
organization were invaded by 
masses of people eager to offer 
their energy or blood for the 
wounded — old women willing to 
work as cleaners, men ready to 
go to the front as stretcher-bear- 
ers, young girls offering their 
blood for transfusions. 

Thus supported by the people, 
the S. R. I. forged ahead. As 
soon as they appeared doctors, 
nurses, orderlies, stretcher-bear- 
ers, porters were assigned to du- 
ty. Suitable buildings were 
promptly converted into hospitals 
and convalescent homes. This 
went on throughout the country. 

But among the many thousands 
who came, comparatively few had 
any training in sanitary work. It 
was necessary to devise short 
courses to give girls the indispen- 
sable knowledge to act as nurses. 
First-aid men and stretcherbear- 
ers were trained in the same ra- 
pid way. Out they went to the 
battlefields. Retiring the woun- 
ded from the lines of fire, dress- 
ing their injuries, carrying them 
to the rear, these workers in spi- 
te of their improvised ambulan- 
ces, their limited number of stret- 
chers, their small personal expe- 
rience, suceeded in saving many 
lives. 

First-aid posts were organized 
with every militia unit, and a 
vast campaign of health propa- 
ganda was started among the 
troops. Anti-fascist soldiers we- 
re taught how to conserve their 
health and strength for the bat- 
tle. At the same time resources 
were being established and fac- 
tories built to produce essentials. 
Soon the improvised ambulances 
were replaced by the large, mo- 
dern, regular ambulances now so 
common — made by the S. R. I. 
Stretchers in abundance also 
quickly appeared — manufactur- 
ed in the S. R. I. factories in Ma- 
drid and Valencia. 

Public support mounted. The 
subway workers of Madrid dona- 
ted a complete hospital train to 
the S. R. T., and In the most dif- 
ficult days of the defense of the 
capital, the train began to func- 
tion, carrying wounded to suitable 
places. Among the many hos- 



pitals founded by the S. R. I. was 
the one at Benicasim, devoted to 
wounded International volunteers. 
Several hospitals in Murcia serve 
the same purpose. 

As the militia battalions emer- 
ged from confusion and gradually 
became a true People's Army, the 
medical service kept paefe and 
developed parallel with it. In 
both organizations the inevitable 
deficiencies in material and expe- 
rience were overcome by zealous 
spirit. 

Within six months of war, by 
the end of 1936, the Medical Corps 
had been reconstructed and pro- 
perly organized. The S. R. I. 
thereupon wound up its own sa- 
nitary work — hitherto the ma- 
jor medical mainstay of the 
young army — and in January 
1937 handed over its entire war 
sanitary organization to the Mi- 
nistry of War. This consisted 
of 275 hospitals, sanatoriums and 
institutions; blood transfusion 
equipment; schools for nurses and 
first-aid men; hospital trains; 
factories making ambulances and 
stretchers; shops producing sur- 



gical instruments aDd sanitary 
materials; pharmacies; and com- 
plete staffs of doctors, nurses 
and other personnel. 

The Government received the 
magnificent gift gratefully, but 
the S. R. I. offered it with sim- 
plicity. Representing more than 
350.000 anti-fascist Spaniards of 
all parties and classes, the Soco- 
rro Rojo wants nothing more than 
to strengthen the Republic and 
end the war victoriously. That 
is why the S. R. I. receives the 
unconditional support of the pu- 
blic in Spain and the fervent ad- 
miration of the anti-fascist world. 

>1. M. 



Alvarez del Vayo, who recently 
resigned as Commissar General 
of War, has been appointed am- 
bassador to France, Ossorio y Ga- 
llardo leaves that post to become 
ambassador to Argentina. 




ONE of the many S. It. I. poster* tint*! In the present winter campaign to 
raJ*e foods to get warm clothe* for the soldiers at the front. 
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THE RED ARMY 




Tho Red Army was constituted 
by I he following government de- 
- roe of February 21st, 1918. 

‘The old army wa^ a product 
'if the bourgeoisie formed with 
’he object of oppressing the work- 
■ng-class. When power passed into 
the hands of the exploited masses 
of the toilers, the necessity arose 
of creating a new army which is 
now the upholder of the Soviets 
nnd the peneral basis of the peo- 
ple's fighting force. " 

The Red Army was formed and 
developed on this basis. In the 
course of its development it had 
to fight some hard battles; it was 
attacked by the interventionist 
armies and the White Guard ge- 
nerals; without clothes and arms; 
exhausted by more than three 
years* fighting. And despite ail 
the difficulties this Army succe- 
• I in driving the foreign armies 
and the White Guard forces from 
its territory. 

The morale and the political 
It vel of the Red Army, which 
were already very high at the 
outset, developed further under 
1 1: ■ nfluence of .Socialist construc- 
tion, 

Until 1930 the Red Aiin.v roma- 
ii. ft poorly armed. From that Lime 
'awards the fire power of its units 
ts . an to grow. At the present 
t : « the fire power in the Red 
Army is superior not only to that 
‘.n the French and American Arm- 
ies, but also to that in the Brit- 
ish Army. 

STRONG DISCIPLINE 

An iroi discipline reige.s m 
Army. N< verth. Iess li no quest- 
a n of blind obedience, hut of the 
> c proletarian discipline of 

v «■ '*,■ Ltuh r du*y # beer fully 
■ : ' . Wh-rf. ufr 



duty there is no difference bet- 
ween the commander and the sold- 
ier. The officers wear no distin- 
guishing sign in the street. In the 
club the soldier meets the officer 
and they play chess together, and 
in the premises of the artistic cir- 
cle they sing the same song. It is 
impossible to conceive of such 
things happening in any capital 'U 
army. Both soldiers and command- 
ers in the Red Army come from 
workers and peasants who are the 
masters of their country. Here are 
some revealing figures of the Red 
Army’s social composition: 

1925 1930 1934 



Workers... 11 % 31.2% 45.8%. 

Peasants.. 84.7% 57.9% 42.5% 
White co- 
llar wor- 
kers 4.3 '/, 10.9 % 11.7 % 

As a conscg .nee of the ever 
increasing Industrialisation of the 
country the number of workers 
increases in proportion. Up to 1934 
this number has been increased by 
four. At the present time the 
workers and peasants constitute 
the overwhelming majority in the 
Army. The growth of collectivis- 
ation has had Its influence on the 
change in the quality of the peas- 
ant soldier of the Red Army. In 
1934, 76.7 G of the peasants in 
the Red Army had worked in co- 
llectives, whereas in 1930 there 
were only 5.3 %. The figure for 
the working-class element in the 
command was 31.2 % in 1930, and 
in 1934 it already stood at 43.3 % 
Half the officers' corps is compos- 
ed of tons of workers and peas- 
ants, j .vnjy worker has access to 
the highest, post : .n the Army, aft- 
■ v..-jrse. a period of tcehnica. 1 



training in an officers' school. This 
school is open to all Soviet cit- 
izens. 

Those citizens who are doing 
military service are not deprived 
of their passive and active voting 
rights as is the case in all capital- 
ist countries. They have the right 
to elect and to be elected. 

As for the political aspect of 
the Red Army the following figur- 
es are significant. In 1934, 49.5 % 
of the whole Army were members 
of the Communist Party and the 
"Komsomol”, In the command 
there were 68.5 % Komsomols and 
Communists. Seventy-two percent 
of the Brigade commanders were 
Party members. Ninety percent 
of the Division commanders and 
100 % of the Army Corps com- 
manders were Communists. 

Just as in the factories, service 
in the Red Army is carried out 
on the basis of a 5 day week; the 
fitlr day is a rest day. The foreign 
language course is compulsory in 
the Army, and every care is taken 
to develop the artistic talents oi 
the soldiers. In addition to his 
pay, the soldier's family is maint- 
ained by the State and in all the- 
military regions centres have been 
organised for the soldiers' chil- 
dren. 

Many young fellows find their 
period of military service their 



best school. Each of them receives 
a thorough general culture thro- 
ugh courses and meetings. He 
learns the fundamental principles 
of Marxism-Leninism and he foll- 
ows current political questions clo- 
sely. The direction of this work 
falls on the political commissars 
of the particular units, while the 
military training is undertaken py 
the commanders who are also in 
charge during fighting. Naturally 
it is impossible to separate these 
two spheres of work — the one 
is the complement of the other. 
The military regulation says: 

"In battle the political comm- 
issars should be in those places 
where it is necessary to give an 
example of sacrifice and courage.” 

TECHNICAL TRAINING 

The Red Army soldier does not 
merely receive instruction in the 
social and political sphere, but 
in the scientific domain also, and 
he has the possibility of increas- 
ing his professional qualifications. 
In the old army the big land 
owners and capitalists ensured 
their power over the soldiers by 
means of checking their cultural 
development. 

A few years ago a large num- 
ber of illiterates were still enter- 
ing the Red Army but not one of 
them completed his period of mi- 




ON PARADE. 
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litary service without having lear- 
ned to read and write. Today illi- 
teracy has been liquidate^ in the 
country. Today the soldier in the 
Red Army learns several langua- 
ges, reads the works of Gorki in 
the great "'Red ^rmy Libraries”, 
attends lectures delivered by the 
most eminent professors. 

The Red Army is in close con- 
tact with the people of the U. S. 
S. R. The Brigades of the Red 
Army take over the patronage of 
the collective farms and during 
the harvest the soldiers help the 
peasants. After completing their 
period of military service the 
members of the collectives become 
the most capable workers in the 
cultural centre of the village. As 
for physical culture it was for- 
merly unknown in the village. To- 



day it is an important factor in. 
the educational domain, a factor 
making for hofilth and beauty. 

The Soviet land which possess- 
es such a great defence force, 
both from the technical point of 
view and from the standpoint of 
morale and discipline, does not 
contemplate any wars of aggress- 
ion against its near or distant 
neighbors. But they will defend 
the conquests of Socialist cons- 
truction with their lives. They 
will defend their liberty and their 
happiness. In the A'ords of the 
old Red Army song: 

"We want no war with anyone. “ 
For war is for the rich. 

We want te be at peace with all — 
We all ^ant peace and work.” 




A MOTORIZED unit of the Red Army. 



Despatch-Riders on the Job 



Few men carry more responsi- 
bility in war time than the des- 
patch -.riders, and their work is 
proportionately difficult and dan- 
gerous. Picture a man riding a 
motor-cycle through the night as 
fast as he dare, not always sure 
where his own lineg end and the 
fascist lines begin. He has no- 
body to talk to; every fascist 
marksman who happens to see 
him makes a special target of 
him, for the sake of what he car- 
ries. Despatches are not reassur- 
ing company. He has been riding 
all day; now it is dark and he 
is still riding. His is not an arm- 
chair job. 

A group of cyclists is attached 
to each Brigade. They follow 
Headquarters and wait for ins- 
tructions. During an action they 
have very little tinae to rest. Mes- 
sages are put into their hands 
which they must deliver perso- 
nally to the commanders of the 
various Brigade units, or to Di- 
visional or Army Corps Headquar- 
ters. Once a rider receives his 
despatch, his sole object must be 
to deliver it as quickly as possi- 
ble and not stop for anything. 

When Headquarters establishes 
itself, he digs himself a hole near- 
by and leaves his machine as 
lose at hand as he can. As soon 
as he gets the word to go. he 
goes, regardless of what is hap- 
pening outside. He may have to 
go out in the middle of an air- 
raid or artillery bombardment. 
There may be machine-gun fire 
across that section. Whatever 
there is, he goes. 

During an action i the Brigade 



units are usually spread out over 
rough ground. The despatch-rider 
takes his chonco. He must stay 
on his machine up to the last 
possible minute, in order to save 
time. The danger, the uncertain- 
ty, lae lonely responsibility, toge- 
ther with the continual jolting and 
ceaseless work, ^ put a heavy 
strain on a map's nerves. 

Despatch-riders see something 
of all sides of the war, and be- 
uOTrf invoked in t variety of ad- 
ventures. A ricer of the XV Bri- 
gade was sent back with a mes- 
sage to Quinto during the action 
at Fuentes. Those who were in 
that action will remember how the 
crest of the .road was covered by 
fascist machine-guns. Although it 
was night, a bullet grazed the ri- 



der's leg. It was not a serious 
wound, but it drew .plenty of 
blood. He drove on and delivered 
the message. On his way back, 
he was approaching the line, 
when a stretcher-bearer stopped 
him. Somewhere beyond the tren- 
ches lay a wounded man, and the 
second bearer was missing. The 
rider got off his cycle to lend a 
hand. 

Despite the bright moon, the 
two of them lost their way — a 
thing that oftens happens in no- 
man’s land. Bullets began whist- 
ling over. The two men dropped 
into a hole. 

'‘Have you a gun?" says the 
stretcher-bearer. 

“Sure”, says the rider, and 



feels round for his .revolver. He 
had left it behind. 

At that moment a group of 
men rose up against the sky a 
few yards away. If they won 
fascists, the only thing an unar- 
med man could do was to run 
and the only way to find out was 
to shout. He shouted. 

"Who are you?” 

The answer came back in En- 
glish. — "Food detail.” 

Their relief can be imagined. 
They got out of the hoJe. 

A diminutive Spaniard stagge- 
red by, carrying in his arms a 
soldier who had been woun led in 
the stomach. The despatch rider 
was strongly built and took the 
man from him. Bullets dropped 
near him. He began to run. If 
anything did hit him, he was 
going to get it in the back. He 
went on running, despite his woun- 
ded leg. He ran until he almost 
dropped, but he reached the dres- 
sing-station. 

Despatch-riders have a hard t - 
me, and when they get a rest 
they earn it. 



RECOGNITION! 

'The Man desk no Cov< * . 'rue:; 
has decided to extend forrv*. tv 
cognition to Genera! Fr im.x - e 
vernmont in Spa hi >r:. ee -v::-’ 
ing fur Spanish rv - ac nTha 
Maiichuku ... 
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Fascist Planes Continue 
To Bomb Civilian Population 



New System of Education 
Introduced in Spain 



Though, apart from Teruel acti- 
vity has been limited to small 
skirmishes on the various fronts, 
there has been an increase in the 
number of insurgent air raids on 
towns and villages behind the Re- 
publican lines . * On December 3 a 
number of bombing rai-ds destro- 
yed hundreds of homes in the vi- 
llages near Madrid. In every case 
the aggressors were German Jun- 
kers. It will be recalled that fas- 
cist tactics are first to bomb 
non-military objectives miles be- 
hind the Government lines so as 
to try and break the people’s mo- 
rale and a few days later to launch 
their offensive on the front chosen 
for attack. These were the tactics 
adopted in Durango and Guerni- 
ca, and later in the Asturias, whe- 
re the people lacked arms to 
defend themselves. And these are 
the tactics which may be emplo- 
yed now, and which the Republi- 
can Army is prepared to counter. 
For Madrid is not Euzkadi; Ma- 
drid has not only the will, but the 
means with which to defend her- 
self. And this is true of the whole 
of Republican Spain. 

Air attacks have not only ta- 
ken place in the Madrid sector, 
they have also increased along the 
whole of the Mediterranean coast. 
Barcelona has twice been the vic- 



tim of German aggression. On one 
occasion fifteen Junkers caused 36 
deaths and over a hundred woun- 
ded in a brief five minutes. It is 




interesting to note that the fascist 
planes fly so high that it is impos- 
sible for them to hit their objecti- 
ves with accuracy. Barcelona was 
bombed from 15.000 feet and not 
a single strategic point was hit. 
On the other hand the Republicans 
fly low and make sure of their ob- 
jectives. On the same day as Bar- 
celona was bombed, 24 Republican 
planes carried out a raid on Pal- 
ma de Majorca, where they cau- 
sed severe damage to the harbour 
and to the rebel aerodromes. They 
were attacked by rebel pursuit 
planes and in the ensuing battle 
three insurgent machines crashed 
in flames, while the Republicans 
lost one plane. 



The decree of October 30, 1937 
established a new plan of studies 
for primary schools. 

The new plan provides for a 
standard weekly time table which 
must be observed by all national 
teachers. 

In order to have a clear unders- 
tanding of the need for this re- 
form which has just been brought 
about by the Ministry of Educat- 
ion, it must be borne in mind that 
the system hitherto in forct da- 
ted from the year 1909 and had 
not been modified since that date. 
The only change was the suppres- 
sion of religious teaching follow- 
ing the establishment of the Re- 
public. In all other subjects tea- 
chers of fo-day had to follow the 
instructions laid down by the mo- 
narchy 28 years ago. Moreover, 
Spain was in this respect an ex- 
ception. In better organised coun- 
tries schools are governed by laws 
and precepts which give education 
a nation-wide character, and which 
regulate the work of the teachers 
and assure that every citizen ac- 
quires a minimum of culture. Our 
schools, our teachers did not have 
these laws and precepts and thus 
lacked a criterion for their work 
suited to the social and cultural 
needs of Spain. 

Such a criterion is now establ- 
ished by this recent decree of the 
Ministry of Education. This decree 
lays down which subjects are to 
be taught in all the schools and 
how much time is to be devoted 
to each subject every week. 

There are some features in the 
new plan which are woi thy of 
mention because they represent a 
real step forward in Spanish 
school life, which now becomes 
one of the most advanced in Eu- 
rope. 

Due importance is giver, to the 
Spanish language. Before learn- 
ing grammar, children must first 
learn to speak, to read and to 
write as a necessary basis for the 
knowledge of their language. Our 
literature will be studied by 
means of recitation exercises and 
by reading the works of the great 
Spanish writers. The children will 
be given exercises so as to learn 
to express themselves freely and 
correctly. 

Another interesting aspect is 
the importance given to the know- 
ledge of the surroundings in which 
the child lives — the natural su- 
rroundings, th£ study of the things 
and the beings amoDg which the 



child lives and the social atmos- 
phere. Visits to* places of work 
are made obligatory : factories, 
workshops, mines, large industrial 
centres, so as to place the school 
in contact with the realities of 
the lives of the workers and with 
the means of production. On this 
basis a new subject in the plan 
of primary studies is created: eco- 
nomic and social knowledge, which 
has hitherto been absent from 
the school curriculum. 

Preferential attention will be 
paid to practical work and to 
manual labour, which will form 
the basis of all school work. In 
this way the child will be familia- 
rised from the very beginning 
with the methods and tools of 




work and will acquire a feeling of 
unity of effort in production and 
a consciousness of his future so- 
cial destiny. 

History will be given a new 
orientation. Its content will be re- 
vised so as to determine the de- 
cisive part played by the people 
in every great event in history. 

Great attention will be paid to 
physical culture. There will not 
only be a regular period for drill 
every day, but once a week an 
entire afternoon will be devoted 
to physical culture, games and 
sports so as to assure the heal- 
thy corporal development of the 
children. 

Religious teaching and moral 
teaching given in the form of 
dogmas, which were completely 
useless, are suppressed. But the 
teachers will be encouraged to 
create an atmosphere of upright- 
ness, cleanliness and honesty in 
order to influence the behavior 
of the children. The children will 
also be shown the example of 
those men who by their works and 
their lives have contributed to 
make the peoples sappier, freer 
and more progressive. 




TilK mi met I v <•" '■piril nf foro-iMii. Onr nf thi'. thousands of >paiiL>li homed 
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Paris Archbishop 
Defends Freedom 

Cardinal Verdier, archbishop of 
Paris, put the church on the side 
of liberty m. a recent conference 
on the subject of “The Church 
and Spiritual Freedom in the Pre- 
sent Hour”. 

Describing- the political evolu- 
tion of the modem world, he said 
that after three great stages — 
slavery, servitude, and finally 
compensated service — ■ humani- 
ty is still forced to struggle cea- 
selessly to break the chains of 
oppression. The Church has never 
stopped 'proclaiming that all men 
are equal. 

It is necessary > he continued, 
for the church to stand by the de- 
mocracies, because the individual 
must not be absorbed by the sta- 
te. The Archbishop declared that 
the rights of men and citizens 
cannot be overlooked. When they 
are, public misfortune is bound to 
occur. 






The Bacon Comes 




ill b 



Animal life in Spain is at sixed 
and sevens. Dogs and cats cease 
to be domesticated; nobody has 
time to bother with them. On 
the other hand, edible creatures 
are now suffering from the delu- 
sion that the human race loves 
them for themselves alone. 

The other day a sheep, drawn 
by a bond of sympathy, entered 
the premises of the Estado Ma- 
yor. and roamed through the 
rooms and passages as if it was 
already on the staff. i By now 
it probably is). It became the 
faithful friend of anybody who 
petted it. 

Tins is not just rustic lack of 
:;avoir fnirc. The same thing 
happens in the cities. This mo- 
rning a few comrades were drink- 
ing their modest beer in the can- 
teen of the Political Commissa- 
riat in Madrid when a pig appe- 
ared. The pig was absolutely 
solid and it had no purple spots. 
A man would have to drink that 
canteen dry if he wanted anyth- 
ing more than that. It was a 
pig: 

An English comrade contempla- 
ted it m silence for many minu- 
tes. and then turned ruund with 
a. wide smile. 

“You can cook me a couple of 
eggs", he said. 




SIWNISH WOMEN are well aware of the part their men are play in jc at tho 
front against fascism; consequently, more and more are enlisting; in their 

country's industries to help the Republic. 



PhWJM. ■ JLIRm 






ICKES WARNS AGAINST FASCISM 



An- attack upon the forces of 
fascism was made by Harold 
Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, 
in a speech before the American 
Civil Liberties Union in New York 
recently. 

He declared that, in his judg- 
ment, the moment had come for 
the strongest democratic powers 
of the world to join together 
quickly to resist the attack of the 
totalitarian states upon their li- 
berties. The naive optimism that 
the forms of democratic govern- 
ment can be protected in some in- 
definite manner must be dropped, 
he said. Mr. Ickes pointed out that 
right in the United States there 
are various fascist tendencies 
which have to be treated forcibly. 
He gave the example of the Ku 
Klux KJan which was broken up 
by the federal authorities because 
of its menace to Americanism. 

VVe must be aware today, he 
said, of "the new madness of the 
fascist nations which constitutes 
a threat to the United States, its 
constitutional rights and the li- 
berties of the people”. 

The Secretary of the Interior 
continued: "There are certain na- 
tions very proud of their civilisa- 
tion. who proceed to commit ag- 



gressions against their neighbors, 
without the excuse of the sligh- 
test act of provocation. Their an- 
nounced purpose is the elimina- 
tion of communism. With that 
pretext, they carry out a series of 
crimes that would make the worst 
savages blush with shame. But 
among ourselves there are similar 
elements who for similar reasons 
desire to see the American de- 
mocratic institutions weakened. 

*T\ is not necessary to have 
much intelligence to perceive, that 
this phantom of communism is 
nothing more than a new Trojan 
horse, behind which fascism plots 
to conceal itself in order to force 
the walks of the temple of liberty. 1 " 

In his conclusion. Mr. I ekes ar- 
gued that the framers of the Ame- 
rican constitution could not fore- 
see the great concentration of 
wealth which has djwJ.jp. in re- 
cent gem-rations. Bui. as a result, 
industry a»d finance have the ad- 
va.nl age over tho libei ties of ‘he 
pcophv For tins reason, argued 
Mr. Joker. “it is necessary to 
think about a c on?- - tuilonal re- 
form winch voiT. .ifeguard rh< 
citizens iu Iheir r l wa-ns with the 
cerporat ions' . 



“Attlee Company” 
Rapped by Tories 

LONDON. — The Conservative 
M, P. p Turton, called Mr. Antho- 
ny Eden's attention in one of the 
recent sessions of the House of 
Commons, to the fact that there 
now exists a “Major Attlee Com- 
pany" fighting on the loyalist si- 
de of Spain. The Tory M. P. de- 
manded to know the number of 
Britishers in the Republican for- 
ces. He wanted to know if the 
Spanish Republican Government 
could net possibly change the na- 
me because, he said, the present 
name might confuse Britishers 
regarding the attitude of strict 
"neutrality" on the part of Bri- 
tain toward the Spanish conflict. 

Eden answered that he knew of 
the existence of the "Major At- 
tlee Company,” but that he was 
ignorant of the number of those 
fighting with it. He added that he 
did not think it necessary for the 
British Government to intervene. 



Basket-Ball For 
Spanish Youth 

The good old American game 
of basket-ball is going ,.o be po- 
pularized in Spain. The Bureau of 
Physical Education of the Gene- 
ral War Commissariat has deci- 
ded that it is the ideal sport for 
Loyalist soldiers. A committee is 
working on methods of instruct- 
ion, training and preparing courts 
for the game. 

Basket-ball is fairly well-knowri 
in the large cities of Spain, and 
it is felt that young Spaniard j 
cveiywhere will welcome the ga- 
me with enthusiasm. As an espe- 
cially suitable sport for war con- 
dition.^ it requires small playing 
.space, inrnmum equipment an. I 
few players 0:1 either side. It can 
be played both indoors and outsb 
do, which is another advantage. 

As a means of pnysieal training 
for soldiers and recruits, the ga- 
me calls for st length, agility, 
concentration, speed ;..nd team- 
work, These qualities may dev-'- 
lope at. the same (ini-' a- the 
pleasure of playing - i; experien- 
ced Far these 1 1 as- !!:'■ w m- 
irtit'er c or. side. i -■ basket- bull ihc 
most complete and brat- adapted 
game for the me in tiers *>f il. 
People’s Army, flans will be ma- 
rie e--‘TU unliy :Tr toe '--lament, 
between emnpaubjs and bauaiion-. 
i tel f evilly 1 V T teams i ep; venting 
nil idle brigade- u' the array 
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BASQUES IN CATALONIA Spanish committee 



RETURNS 
FROM U. S. S. R. 



In an interview the provisional 
president of the Basque Govern- 
ment, Eliodoro de la Torre, stated 
the following: 

“The Basque State functions in 
Catalonia with complete economic 
and judicial independence. It ful- 
fils all the . functions assigned to 
it by the Spanish Cortes, and is 
trying to normalise the life of its 
subjects, momentarily interrrup- 
ted by the hazards of war.” 

Eliodoro de la Torre then fully 
described the economic progress 
of the life of the Basque people. 

"There are now many Basque 
workers in Barcelona employed in 
the factories and workshops de- 
voted to war Industries, where 
they are much appreciated becau- 
se of their skill. Those who are 
still without work are anxious to 
join ueir comrades. 

"We also try to find employ- 
ment for the Basque women in 
Catalonia. 

"We would like to see every 



Basque citizen employed and ca- 
pable of supporting himself so as 
not to be a harden to the Spanish 
Government. 

"There are approximately 
150,000 Basques in Catalonia. To 
solve the food problem of these 
people we plan to open distribut- 
ing stores where all Basque citi- 
zens, with the corresponding ra- 
tioning card supplied to them by 
the Basque authorities will be able 
to buy a fair portion of food, in 
proportion to the food regulations 
of the rest of Spain. Thlk will 
relieve the Central Government 
of the task of supplying food to 
an important section of the po- 
pulation. 

“The Government of Euzkadi 
wants this and the Basques wish 
to work so as to be able to 
support themselves and so as not 
to be a burden. At the same time 
we are deeply thankful fo; Ca- 
talonia’s fraternal welcome.” 



The Spanish Coihmittee of 
Friends of the Soviet Union, 
which visited the U. S. S. R. with 
greetings on its twentieth anni- 
versary, Uas returned full of hap- 
piness at the welfare of Spanish 




refugee children in the Soviet 
Union. 

The Spanish children, they re- 
port, are not only magnificently 
cared for; they are also educated 
according to the principles of the 
people, who as a matter of law 
devote maximum attention to the 
child. Spanish youngsters attend 
the same schools as the Ru, *an 



children, and many of them ere 
already beginning to learn the 
language of the country which 
has harbored them so warmly. 

The delegation reported with 
great emotion the first meeting 
its members had with the Spa- 
nish children, who embraced them 
with great jubilation. The chil- 
dren were healthy and contented, 
seeming to have been brought to 
another planet. 

A statement by the chairman 
of the Committee said: "In the 
Soviet Union there are people of 
all temperaments, but they all 
appear dominated by a common 
idea of comradeship, of sacrifice 
for the collective welfare. As al- 
ready indicated, the children are 
considered of main importance in 
the U. S. S. R. All good things are 
devoted to them, and the best is 
given to the little Spaniards liv- 
ing with riiem.” 




BRITISH BATTALION STAGES 
SPORTS FIESTA 



BILL INTRODUCED IN 
CONGRESS TO HELP 
LEGAL GOVERNMENTS 

Congressman Jerry O’Connell 
has submitted a bill to Congress 
recently to amend the Neutrality 
Act to permit the shipment of 
munitions to legally constituted 
governments. At the same time 
the bill would prevent exporta- 
tion of war materials to aggres- 
sor nations and would forbid the 
use of American vessels in 
carrying such materials. 



DELICACY 




— don’t *o locking me up 
oi'l. The aristocracy. I ain't their 
vLii>.s, and I got a smao of reflne- 

DWQt.’’ 



The British Battalion's S?or .* 
Fiesta, held while the Brigade was 
at rest, included both peace-time 
and military events. Plenty of en- 
thusiasm and plenty of good form 
were forth-coming. The inter-unit 
shooting and bonrtb- throwing con- 
tests showed an excellent stan- 
dard. 

The Spanish football teams heal 
the British Battalion and Anti- 
Tanks. The Lincoln-Washingtons 
won their game. Boxing events 
were held at the same time In 
the Plaza de Toros. The British 
have among them an amateur 
champion who bowled an Amer- 
ican giant completely over. 

Comrade Cypriano a Spanish 
section-leader, entered the ring 
with a Scottish opponent, both 
grinning broadly. They knocked 
each other all over the place, but 
never stopped grinning. Cypriano 
won. This is the spirit in which 
men should do their fighting. The 
fascists have introduced other 
styles into Cypriano’s country. 

BOMB THROWING EVENT 

The shooting event was arran- 
ged for teams of ten men. British, 
Lincolns and Mac-Paps competed. 
At about half-time two Scouts 
arrived. They had been unable to 



make up a full te.im from their 
small unit, but were not to be 
discouraged fronK having a few 
shots wherr the others had fin- 
ished. 

Teams shot at ranges of 100 
and 200 metres, five shots a man 
on each range. Four points were 
allowed for a bull. The umpires 
were offering 5 for a marker, but 
the markers didn’t give anybody 
a chance. The British had some 
good individual marksmen but on 
all-round form came in second to 
the Mac-Paps, who totalled 255 
out of a possible 400. 

The husky men of the Lincolns 
came into their own in the bomb- 
throwing. Pitching for distance 
they reached 45 paces, Mac-Paps 
a few paces behind. Rules of the 
accuracy contest required that 
bombs should be lobbed over a 
short distance into a narrow 
trench on the further side of a 
parapet. Lincolns scored 3 to the 
other units’ 1 each. 

The military events were su- 
pervised by the British Battalion 
Adjutant, with an efficiency that 
did not diminish as the cold crept 
into his bones. He even took care 
to see that solidarity with the 
Spanish peasants was maintained 
when the events were over, by 
directing the home-going compe- 
titors around the crops. 



Movie Actors 
Aid Spain 

The Hollywood Committee, 
composed of leading movie actors 
and directors, has inaugurated a 
week of aid to Spanish youngs- 
ters. The committee is offering a 
handsome seal for public subs- 
cription. On a background of red 
an \ green is the slogan “H*lp 
the Spanish children.” The pro- 
ceeds will be used to se±id several 
boatloads of toys and clothing for 
Spanish orphans and refugees. 

Similar collections are being 
undertaken all over the democra- 
tic world, and the committee un- 
der which the Hollywood group 
operates includes Lloyd George, 
the Duchess of Atholl, Eduard 
Herriot and President Cardenas 
of Mexico. 



U. S. Communists 
Recruit in Open 

The American Communist Par- 
ty will now conduct open recrui- 
ting for volunteers to Spain. This 
annaun cement was made by Earl 
Browder, despite the decision of 
the U. S. Department of State to 
issue passports for Spain exclusi- 
vely to doctors, nurses and other 
members of medical units. 



DIANA ;U G. T.) - L»rra. 6. Tel. — M'.^id 
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Teruel Offensive Upsets Fascist Intrigues Abroad 



At the beginning of December 
Spain was definitely not In the 
news in Britain. The reason could 
hardly be ascribed to the all quiet 
atmosphere on the various fronts 
because every journaJist believed 
that it was the calm before the 
storm. The question was: who 

would ur>ioose the storm and 
where ? 

Odds were on Franco, who, 
fresh from battering his way to 
victory against the ill-arnced and 
isolated Government forces of the 
North, was shouting out to high 
heaven his immediate intention of 
sweeping down on the other Go- 
vernment fronts and crushing fi- 
nally and determinedly the resis- 
tance of the *‘Reds’\ Other more 
experienced observers, remember- 
ing that for eighj months Franco 
had been on the defensive on all 
the main fronts, likewise believed 
that it was his turn to show that 
he could do something against the 
main armies of the Republic. Half 
a dozen seasoned war correspon- 
dents forecast a fascist offen- 
sive on half a dozen different 
fronts from Jaca down to Al- 
meria. 

But of all this not * line in 
the British newspapers. Not even 
in the Liberal dailies! Why the 
strange silence? Only a few 
weeks before the same press had 
been featuring forecasts of a tru- 
ce. of a peace even, in Spain. 
Such rumours had ceased only 
when the Republican Government 
had peremptorily and categorical- 




ly denied them', and had insisted 
that peace will come only with 
the victory of Republican cause 

There is a connection between 
the rumours of compromise and 
peace, nnJ the subsequent boycott 
of Spain-;!] n-ws by most of the 
British press. 

It is common knowledge that a 
section oi ih- British riiur.g class, 
strongly represented id :!jo Go- 
vernment, is working' Viand and 
glove with International Fascism. 



It is common knowledge that this 
section has been trying to help 
their fascist friends out of a di- 
lemma. International Fascism has 
Invaded Spain, and at least by 
November last. Hitler and Mus- 



According to Captain Liddel Hart, 
British military expert t Germany 
and Italy last summer each pos- 
sessed 1,500 warplanes. Franco lias 
at present 1,000 of these planes 
assisting him in Spain. In other 




MAI* OF OF THE GENEKA1. OTEItATIONS EFFECTED IN THE CAP- 
TI KE OF TEIU KI.. — The heavy black line Indicate* the position of our 
forces before beginning the operations. The broken line shows how far 
the Loyal forces* advanced l'J hours after the beginning of the attack. 
The screened lines show to what extent they continued the advance in 
the late afternoon of December l!)lii. The doited black lines show the 

old fort i f ied positions of the enemy. 



solLni had realised that they were 
fighting a losing game. The drain 
on their money, munitions and 
men was not being justified by 
results. They had staked their 
claims to* mineral wealth in the 
North and in Cordoba. They were 
willing to cut their losses and pul! 
out. Their friends in the British 
ruling class were to secure for 
them by peace what they them- 
selves could not win by war. That, 
in a nutshell, is the truth behind 
the peace rumours of a month 
ago. The rumours were feelers. 

But the Republican people want 
their country, the whole country, 
and nothing less will suffice them. 
So the Republican Gnvernmen: 
answered the peace feelers with 
an emphatic “NO!” Baffled, the 
pro-fascists of Britain decided 
that as a preliminary to farther 
presentation of their compromise 
plans which they have not aban- 
doned, sympathy and support for 
Spain must be damped down in 
Britain. Hence the silence, even 
> the Liberal press, on the Spa- 
nl.-h .issue. 

Meanwhile how does Franco fa- 
re ' Two incidents are revealing. 



words, one third of the combined 
fascist air armada is tied up in 
Spain in the service of Franco. 
Of that one-third practically half 
had to be concentrated on the 
Madrid front in July last to hold 
up the Republican offensive. 
Eighty-three were shot down! At 
such a rate of losses Germany 
and Italy cannot afford to conti- 
nue to supply Franco, and at the 
same time maintain their neces- 
sary home strength. 

Again, Franco has a chronic 
shortage of men. The Govern- 
ment forces arc continuously 
being augmented. On the great 
battlcfront from North to South 
the Government is fortifying its 
line and bringing up ever more 
and more reserves. Franco i3 fa- 
ced with the necessity of doing 
likewise or. in default, leaving 
weak points in his line which the 
Republicans will be able to break 
through. This puts tremendous 
additional burdens on Franco and 
his masters. 

So. for military as well as po- 
litical reasons, Franco was con- 
tent to talk of the coming big 
push, to keep the Government on 



the defensive, to keep them quiet, 
to perpetuate the atmosphere of 
apparent stalemate in Spain, to 
facilitate the intriguing which be 
hoped would end the war and 
thu3 prevent him from being dri- 
ven out of Spain entirely. Mean- 
while the press in Britain was to 
say nothing except that both si- 
des had fought themselves to a 
standstill, that neither side could 
win, that a truce should be arran- 
ged and Spain be divided between 
the fascists and the Republicans. 

It was good diplomacy; at least 
it looked so. Major Attlee was 
the first to jar it. Major Attlee 
came to Spain and brought back 
a story of the Republic that was 
the very opposite of the story the 
British press was being instruc- 
ted to present. He told of an or- 
ganised people, of an organised 
and well trained army, of a sti- 
rring enthusiasm for victory. Ma- 
jor Attlfie leader of His Majes- 
ty’s opposition, could not be boy- 
cotted, nor Ws speeches suppres- 
sed. ] 

Then came the thunderclap. 
Unheralded unexpected, the of- 
fensive began in Spain — and not 
where the experts had forecast. 
Nor was it a fascist offensive. 
In a lightning thrust the Govern- 
ment forces brilliantly smashed 
through fascist strongholds, su- 




Mr. Anthony Eden, IfriUsh Torj 
schmier. 



rrounded and captured the impor- 
tantly strategic city of Teruel. 

So a plot goes wrong. Willy 
nllly, the British press has Spain 
on the front pages these days. 

F. K, and A. D. 
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REQUETES MAKE 
APPEAL AGAINST 
FOREIGN INVASION 



The disintegration in the fasc- 
ist line-up shows signs of increas- 
ing steadily. One of the most ge- 
nuinely significant splits is amons; 
the requetes, that section of the 
fascist forces which feels that it 
is defending church and religion. 
"La Vanguardia”, a Barcelona 
newspaper, published a pbotost.i- 
tic copy recently of the following 
appeal made by requete leaders 
to their followers: 

“The blood shed by so many 
thousands of our brothers makes 
it necessary for us to begin look- 
ing/facts in the face. In our fight 
-for God and country we have 
overlooked the fact that we are 
giving away our land to foreig- 
ners; our army, our wealth, our 
frontiers, our institutions -of the 
new state we are building — all is 
in their hands. Their insolence 
knows no limits. If such is the 
case now when the outcome of 
the war is still uncertain, are we 
not obliged ko ask what it will 
be after the victory? 

“By blood and battle we are 
preventing the Marxist Govern- 
ment from enslaving the Catholic 
church. Shall we now permit it 
to be enslaved by a state contro- 
lled by the invader? The publi- 
cation baa been prohibited in Ca- 
tholic Spain of the encyclical of 
March 14, 1937, issued by our 
sainted father. Pope Pius XI. In 
it His Holiness condemns the 
theory of the invasion of Spain 
based on the argument that the 
Government has crushed the 
Church of Christ. Likewise it tells 
of the tremendous persecutions 
in Germany launched against Ca- 
tholic priests and nuns, and the 
vave of mud heaped upon them. 

"Meanwhile the same ones who 
persecute Christ in their own 
country are entrenching themsel- 
ves in our nation, taking charge 
of our frontiers, our wealth and 
even of our institutions. 

"Requetes, open your eyes! You 
will see that we too are selling 
Jesus Christ for thirty pieces of 
Hilver!" 



FRANCO’S DILEMMA 



God knows its a tough situation 
When one man dictates to a nation. 
With two others as well, 
Does it work? Does it hell! 
It's I have to take the dictation! 




Jb'hoto of Moors found among other papers in tbe possession of an Italian soldier taken prisoner at Guu- 

dalajara. 



MUSSOLINI’S ETHIOPIAN VENTURE 
BRINGS FRUITLESS HARVEST 



The expectations based upon 
the conquest of Ethiopia, have 
become disillusions after eighteen 
months of occupation of that 
land. This is the general reaction 
throughout Italy, according to 
“La Voce degli Italiani", anti- 
fascist periodical published in 
Paris by exiles and refugees 
from Mussolini’s terror. The ar- 
ticle shows that the year and a 

half since Ethiopia fell have been 
a period during which disappoint- 
ment has developed into discon- 
tent and uneasiness. 

This feeling is spread to all 
parts of Italy, and in every social 
sphere the idea is taking body 
that the enormous military costs 
and human sacrifices of the Ethio- 
pian war have brought no bene- 
fits. On the contrary, people are 
thinking that these losses have 
made the home situation worse. 
Time has already shown that ‘he 
conquered territory cannot be 
profitably exploited. The promi- 
sed jobs for individuals and 
wealth for Italy have not been 
forthcoming. 

At the beginning many people 
supported the war, feeling that 
the annexation of Ethiopia would 



result in great advantages, in- 
cluding reduced unemployment. 
The promises and boasts of Mus- 
solini were extravagant, but peo- 
ple were not yet prepared to 
doubt. Today they are, for none 
of the Duce’s great claims can be 
fulfilled. The discontent is gra- 
dually making its way into the 
open. Fuel is fed by the pessimis- 
tic views of Italian workers who 
have been sent to Ethiopia. 

These workers testify that the 
soil is practically impossible for 
farming purposes. They say fur- 
ther that they were pressed into 
the army and made to serve like 
regular soldiers. The need for a 
large and active army is obvious, 
they point out, because the na- 
tives everywhere are hostile. In 
addition to that peril, these wor- 
kers found the cost of living high, 
supplies Irregular and undependa- 
ble, and basic essentials scarce. 
The great majority of these re- 
turned Italians, it seems, would 
refuse even by force to go back 
to Ethiopia. They would prefer to 
die of hunger at home than to 
undergo again the penalties and 
sacrifices of Mussolini’s non-exis- 
tent opportunities. 



Traders and industrial agents 
bring back the same reports and 
show the same feeling of futility. 
Like the workers, they also ex- 
press doubt and discouragement 
concerning the economic prospects 
of Italy in Ethiopia. Mussolini’s 
African adventure has accomplis- 
hed the usual fascist result: the 
condition of the Italian people has 
grown more difficult. 



MILITARY PLAN FOR 
MEXICAN UNIONISTS 

The workers of Mexico will not 
be taken unawares by the fascists 
of their country. Mexican worker; 
are beginning a course in military 
training. 

The General Confederation ol 
Workers of Mexico at its recent 
national congress decided to form 
a military organization, to which 
all of its members must belong. 
This step was taken with a view 
to the possibility of a fascist 
attempt to seize power through 
violence. 
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tightening our belts 



In a recent speech to the Plenum <>r the Spanish Communist Party. 
Vio mi* I'riho . Minister of Agriculture, made an examination of the 
c. t oniiiiiie < onsctjuem’cs of the war. He pointed out that the resources 
of the country were lH.ing severely strained because v. ar is a costly 
busmens, that tactories normally producing goods for internal consump- 
tion or jfor export trade were now producing war material thus causing 
a shortage in certain articles, and that sheer waste in the earlier days 
had added to the present difficulties. 

the Government is lacing up to the problem of utilising the eco- 
nomic ri snurn-s to the fullest extent in order to meet the demands of 
war. When tribe made this speech he made it with the intention of 
mobilising public suport l>ehind the Government in this matter. In its 
programme of the nationalisation of the wur industry, the impro- 
vement in agricultural output, the elimination of all waste, and the 
general tightening of belts all round, the Government must have the 
enthusiastic support of the soldiers at the front and the workers in 
the rear. 



Spain must still buy arms where she can until such time as her 
own arms industry cau supply everything for the war. She must buy 
coal for her furnaces and railroads. She must buy every pint of oi! 
and petrol for her lorries, tanks and planes. To do so she must cut 
down on the purchase of articles which are not so vital, on coffee, 
sugar, tobacco, paper, etc. 

This very necessary policy has its effect upon conditions inside 
Spain, conditions which call for sacrifice based upon an understanding 
of the situation. When we feel a little exasperated with the universal 
"\0 HAY!”, we must remember why. It Is better to feel that there 
is petrol in the tanks of our planes even if the coffee does taste less 
sweet, that there are still bullets for our rifles even if the tobacco Is 
not so good, or as plentiful as it might be. 

The iCepubllcan Government has been very generous to the soldiers 
in the lines. It has carried out a policy of “only the best is good enough 
tor the front”. When there has been a shortage of food in the towns, 
there has still been sufficient in the trenches. W'hcn the civilian popula- 
tion and the peasants have almost forgotten how to roil cigarettes, 
there has still been a fair supply of tobacco for the soldiers. The sol- 
diers have always corne first with the Government. 

Tor our part we must do everything possible in return. We must 
wage a war against waste; we must cut down our requirements 
to a minimum. The I ntcr national Volunteers who have shown the 
Spanish people that they are prepared to fight and die, if neces- 
sary, for Uherty and Democracy, .must also show them that they are 
prepared to face other consequences of war — the tightening of belts, 
the cutting down of little luxuries. 



CUBAN STUDENT DELEGATION 

IN SPAIN 



In response to the appeal issued 
by Spanish and Catalonian stud- 
ents to celebrate an International 
Students Week, Cuba's organized 
students sent two delegates. They 
were Jos£ Ldpez SAnchez. repres- 
enting the Student Federation of 
the University of Havana, and 
Nerina Luque, representing the 



was able to investigate the educat- 
ional activities in Spain by visit- 
ing colleges, schools, institutes 
and other centers for training and 
recreation. As a result, they are 
greatly impressed by the cultural 
efforts and plans they have found 
everywhere. In the name of the 
organizations they represent, the- 




JosA L6pez- Sitnchez (Left), representing the Student Federation off the 
L'niveisiiy ot Uuumn, and Verlim Luque, delegate from the Havana Nor- 
mal School. They are seen talking to “Kl Cnmpesiim”, who in next to 

the glrla. 



Normal School for Teachers, of 
Havana. 

The Cuban student delegation 



se Cuban students pay tribute to 
the Minister of Public Instruction, 
of the People’s Front Government 



CUBAN STUDENT DELEGATION GREETS I. B. 

SOLDIERS 

Comrades of the International Brigades, we salute you in 
the name of the Cuban students and we express our admirat- 
ion for your heroism In the defense of democracy and univ- 
ersal culture. 

Brother Cubans, we embrace you In the memory of the 
admirable example of Pablo de la Torriente Brau, Rodolfo dc 
Armas, and many others. Imitate them. 

I shall return to my country certain of the triumph of the 
Spanish people, which will be the triumph of all the peoples 
of the world. 

-rosi-; loi'kz sanciikz 
Delegate of the Student Federation of 
tho University of Havana. 



QUEIPO TAKES THE CAKE 

Honors for the tallest story of the Teruel action go as usual 
to i^ucipo de Llano. According to report, he has broadcast to the world 
at large the following explanation of the defeat Republican troops in 
flight from the fascists at Guadalajara ran ail the way to Teruel and 
took it by mistake. Queipo has always been a gentlemen’s clown. 
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SWISS TELLS OF OPPRESSION IN FASCIST SPAIN 



The “National Zeitung” of Swit- 
zerland published the following 
article m one of its recent num- 
bers written by a Swiss who 
is reputed to be weii-informed on 
what is going oa in the fascist 
^cnc of Spain. 

“The situation in Andalucia is 
certainly not of a rosy color and 
it is not possible to say there is 
enthusiasm or the spirit of victo- 
ry. The cost of living has increa- 
sed more than 20 percent. In ma- 
ny residences people live on cre- 
dit, as they arc unemployed and 
have no means to pay. Numerous 
Spaniards have sought refuge by 
fleeing to Republican territory. 
A poster proves how great is the 
fear of espionage; it reads as fol- 
lows; “Take care; your neighbor 
might be an enemy spy." Conse- 
quently everyone preserves strict 
silence on all matters that might 
give the impression of dejection 
or discontent. The ta xes t direct 
and indirect, and the bad living 
conditions forced on the workers 
by the military insurrectionists 
right frorr.i the start have led to 
the abolition of days off from 
work at the same time that wa- 
ges have gone down. 

SEVILLE SEIZED 

Seville voted a large Popular 
Front majority in the elections of 
February 1936. Most of these vo- 
ters, as a logical reaction, expres- 
sed themselves against the indus- 
trialists and large proprietors who 
had sabotaged, by all methods, 
the social improvements institu- 
ted by the young Republic. 

We learned of the uprising at 
midnight. While we were listening 
to the radio broadcast from Ma- 
drid. the gross voice of an offi- 
cial suddenly broke in to announ- 
ce that our city had been occu- 
pied by the Foreign Legion and 
that Moroccan troops were on*the 
point of arrival. When the wor- 
kers, alarmed, .rushed to the mu- 
nicipal authorities to demand 
arms, they were already too late. 
The city buildings were manned 
by troops. There followed several 
agitated and uncertain weeks, 
during which rifle fire was fre- 
quently heard at night. The offi- 
cial figures say that 300 persons 
were shot irr this city during the 
course of the year, In reality, the 
number is 2.000. Kach citizen 
known to have the slightest left- 
wing tendency was assassinated. 
I have never been a socialist, but 



I have known many Spaniards 
who were; they were animated by 
the highest of ideals. 

Some weeks passed, however, 




before the little neighboring 
towns were subjugated. I have 
seen the faces of Moroccan troops 
returning from these local expe- 
ditions. with wounds that were 
produced by nothing less than bul- 
lets. The fascists never had an 
easy job. 

Two months after the beginning 
of the civil war arrived the first 
Italians and the first Germans, 
almost simultaneously. Once I as- 
ked some Italians whether they 
had really come to Spain as vo- 
lunteers Their answer was a 



smile of resignation. But an offi- 
cer lurking nearby thrust his way 
forward and shouted, "Naturally, 
we have all come here through 
our own free will.” At times I 
have actually heard German 
troops say they never understood 
that fighting was to be their pur- 
pose in Spain. In general, it is 
quite certain that the Italian “li- 
berators'’ arc not greatly respec- 
ted t particularly since Guadalaja- 
ra. The Germans are better re- 
garded; the best hotels have been 
reserved for them and in many 
meetings the call “Heil Hitler" is 
heard. I cannot be sure whether 
this phrase is used ironically or 
otherwise. 

Between the Phalangists and 
the Requetes there sometimes oc- 
cur clashes in public, but here too 
I am not sure how dangerous 
these events are for Franco's cau- 
se. On tbe facades of Seville are 
posters with Mussolini’s slogan: 
“The king is the symbol of the 
country." 

On one occasion there were se- 
veral acts of sabotage committed 
by railwaymen, with numerous 
executions resulting as usual. 

Several times great prepara- 
tions were made to celebrate the 
capture of Madrid. Each delay in 
the festivities was explained by 



the announcement that Franco 
does not care to destroy the ca- 
pital. Occasionally the police issue 
orders that balconies on the prin- 
cipal streets be decorated gaily 
for the sake of good appearances. 

As a Swiss, I have not expe- 
rienced any difficulties. But a 
Swiss passport is not always a 
talisman, as is proved by the case 
of our compatriot, Juan Duss. He 
was identified as a socialist be- 
cause he had spoken a few words 




at a meeting held prior to the 
rebellion. Franco's government 
expelled him with every member 
of his family. He was lucky. We- 
re he a Spaniard he would have 
been promptly shot. 

Another Swiss, one St. Gallois, 
is actually imprisoned in Sara- 
gossa. 

It gets worse and worse. There 
is no taking of a placid breath in 
the Spain of Franco, no matter 
how often he announces that all 
is well.” 




Spanish women saving their home furnishings. Those who were able to move out of fascist territory In 

time took with them their home necessities. 
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“El Guerrillero’-Underground Fighter 
Against Fascism” 



A Letter From a Comrade Active On The Ex- 
tremaduran Front Describes Guerilla Warfare. 



I.Var .! .. 



In tile Kxl rcni.uluran sector, es- 
pecially in im- province of 

evidence of tlio continual und he- 
roic partisan warfare being car- 
ried on behind the fascist lines 
is obvious. This guerilla fighting 
plus the deliberate and organized 
sabotage carried on by the Spa- 
nish wot lu es there is playing a 
major role in defeating Franco 
and his Ge.rman anti Italian al- 
lies. 

The hardships these gnerrille- 
ros undergo is terrific. One sel- 
dom luars of their exploits; they 
are truly the unsung heroes of 
the war. Living on little more 
than olives they carry on work 
so effectively in Franco's terri- 
tory that he must keep a large 
police unit of Italians and Moors 
at all times. 

The other day a youngster fif- 
teen years old came into town 
driving a hundred head of cattie 
before him. He had driven them 
forty kilometers over the moun- 
tains. walking two days and two 
nights. Working for a rich fas- 
cist in the enemy held section 
of this boy planned care- 

fully to get the cows into Loya- 
list territory. By himself, with 
notliing more than a sling and 
some rocks, he herded the ani- 
mals over the front. The lad Ls 
alone in the world, his brother 
having been shot by the enemy. 

Last night I stood guard w : ih 
a young Spanish 3oldier who 
fought for a year in the moun- 
tains around He says the 

fascists are afraid to come into 
the highlands, knowing It is a 
stronghold of the gucrrilleros. 
rhis young soldier walked to the 
Portugal border, then to a wa- 
terfront town. There he conta- 
cted the Socorro Rojc — in Por- 
tugal — - and was hid on a French 
boat by some longshoremen and 
sailors. He showed me the note 
given him by the Socorro Rojo. 
It asks all anti-fascists to aid the 
young man in his attempt to got 
1 ack to Loyalist Spain. He is he- 
re now, on the southern front, 
ready for the attack that' will 
take back his home town from 
ihe fascist hands. He tells of lar- 
ge battles that he took part in 
when the guerrilleros swept out 
of the hills and raided fascist 
ge rrisons railroad depots and sup- 
ply concentrations. 



To meet the comrades who ac- 
tually work in the fascist lines is 
next to impossible. When Lhey co- 
me back to Loyalist territory with 
information, they newer expose 
themselves. However. I managed 
to contact one of these fellows 
and I want to try to give you 
a true picture of this tv.mrado 
and his work. 

For the sixth .ime I have conao 
to the little vine-joint for my 
meeting with the guernlle.ro:'. On 
all the previous occasions my Spa- 
nish friend has apologized for not 
bringing him. explaining that it 
was necessary to employ every 
precaution because of the nature 
of the work behind facist lines. 

At one of the tables a group of 
campcsinos are singing. The fat 
follow, whoso well-fed paunch is 
singular in these times, 
a flamenco, his Cyrano nose goimv 
a deep purple as be tries to I .t 
the difficult plaintive linainuen- 
does of the song. 

My Spanish friend enters with 
a companion dressed in black 
corduroy. They join me and we 
order another bottle of wine. The 
comrade in black corduroy hardly 
looks like a guerrillero. He ap- 
pears soft and timid. However, 
one cannot tell. 



My Spanish friend removes my 
doubts by apologizing again for 
failing to bring the guenillero. 
telling me how careful these com- 
rades must be. especially tin* type 
he wants me to talk with, one 
who works openly in fascist ter- 
ritory. Of couise. I know this. We 
are less than twenty five kilome- 
ters behind the linos. ar>J the 
mountainous region of the sout- 
hern front gives many opportu- 
nities to fascist spies. There are 



times when one hears evidence of 
the lying propaganda of Franco's 
agents. 

.So again I forget my guerrillo- 
ro, and we discuss everything 
from “mujeras" to international 
politics. 

Alter about an hour of conver- 
sation we go from the dimly-lit 
vine joint into the dark street. As 
I turn to leave ir.y companions 
and return to the barracks, the 
comrade in black corduroy grasps 




Above Is shown a fascist officer leading a group of peasants to their death for defending their Republic, 
llelow can Ik* seen how the peasant In the rebel zone is forced to work under the watchful eye of bis master. 
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Refugees from fascist territory (above) on tlieir arrival on t lie Repu- 
blican side. The peasant (below) on Loyal soil, liberated from the 
oppressive conditions of the past vears, Is now moving forward to greater 

collectivisation. 



my elbow anti leads me in the 
other direction. 

We enter an adobe house whe- 
re two men and a woman are 
sitting at a table eating. The 
peasant in black corduroy loads 
me down with figs, nuts and bread 
until my pockets are so full I can 
hardly walk. Then the woman ins- 
ists that I sit down to eat. And 
now the peasant begins to pour 
rich, ruby, Andalucian wine into 
me. 



Around the tabic there is a 
warm, delicious atmosphere of 
home. I drink it all in with a 
nostalgia accentuated by a year 
of war. 

I tell them about America, its 
heavy and light industries, and its 
labor movement, and its govern- 
ment. As I rise to go, my Spanish 
friend, dramatically, in the ini- 
imitablc way of southern Spa- 
niards, with a sweeping gesture of 
his hand, says: 



“El guerrillero". 

Surprised, I turn to meet the 
honest blue eyes of a little fellow 
at the end of the table. He smiles 
nervously. He is a characteristic 
looking fellow, blue eyes bleached 
by long living in the open, a sen- 
sitive rubicund face ( sharp acqu- 
linc nose, teeth and high cheek- 
bones. 

Anywhere but here, the intro- 
duction would have been stagy 
But the dramatic quality of the 
southern Spaniards is as real as 
their high mountains, which look 
like theatre props, with gauze 
clouds hanging about the peaks. 

“Sit down, sit down”, I say, 
“we'll talk/' And I pull a boner 
by throwing a writing pad on the 
table. The guerrillero fidgets. 

“I'm under a very strict dis- 
cipline,” he says. “I should not 
br doing this. I am ordered to 
speak to no one." 

*!You only need tell me general 
things.” 

My Spanish friend is bending 
over my other ear, firing words 
so rapidly that my head begins 
to grow dizzy., “Despacio, despa- 
cio, camarada." 

Then through the vapor of “vi- 
no” it begins -to dawn on me what 
they are trying to put across, 
that I have made a faux pas. The 
young guerrillero works as much 



underground as does any Party 
worker in Germany. On my pad 
T have written the name of a 
mountain where a band of guerri- 
lloros hide. I have written that a 
fascist soldier gets one peseta a 
day on the front, fifty ceotimos 
i - 'Hind the lines, and that a peas- 
ant gets three pesetas a day for 
lus labor. That in this sector 
Spaniards pressed into service by 
Franco are closely guarded by 
Italians and Moors; that the 
Spanish boys shoot most their 
bullets in the air, and desert in 
bands. This desert ion -bus in ess is 
no news to me. I have seen them 
come in by the truck-load. 

- I have written down that the 
publicity given the guerrilleros' 
activities now is nil for good 
reasons. This young hero himself 
has blown up a number of trains 
on the other side. I have written 
of a sector in the fascist rearguard 
where the fighting is organized: 
where the combined refugees and 
guerrilleros sweep -down from the 
hills and wage patched battles. 

In the mountains, as well as 
among the peasants on the other 
side, the intrepid guerrillero finds 
friends, food and hiding. They arc 
his own people, and shelter him 
from a common enemy. Most of 
the food in fascist held Spain in 
imported; it goes to the foreign 
mercenaries. 

“How old are you ?" 

“Twenty-seven." 

“I'm twenty seven, too.” We 
laugh. 

“We are both Communists,” ho 
says, “yet I cannot be confiden- 
tial with you. I regret it deeply. 
But it is impossible. I am under 
the strictest discipline.” 

His eyes go to my writing pad 
again. Tearing out the sheets ) 
have used, I rip them in half. 

“You might walk out into the 
street," he continues, “and some- 
one gets a hold of this." He tears 
he sheets Into tiny bits. 

On the papers I have written 
many other interesting and im- 
portant things. But they must b:: 
forgotten until some day in the 
future — and I would like to sec 
that day — when the fecund fie Id t 
of..., now lying fallow because of 
fascism, will bloom again with a 
new vigor under a Free Republic 
of Spain. 

s. r. 




1937-YEAR OF RESISTANCE & VICTORIOUS OFFENSIVES 

Jarama, Guadalajara, Brunete, Cordoba, Quinto, Belchite & Teruel 

ON TO FINAL VICTORY — 1938! 
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“HOGAR DE NINOS” 

Soldiers of the XI Brigade Maintain A Home for 
Children who are Victims of War 




The achievements of the Inter- 
national Brigades on the battle 
fields perhaps tend to obscure the 
work of peace and friendship that 
they are performing at the same 
time. No where does it appear so 
clearly as in their concern for the 
children of Spain. Despite all other 
preoccupations, the volunteers are 
proceeding with a campaign to in- 
crease the number of children’s 
homes they are maintaining. Al- 
ready there are several — in Mur- 
cia, Madrid, Valencia and elsew- 
here. As time goes on there will 
be more. 

Several hundred little Spaniards 
■* 

are wards of the International Bri- 
gades, but the political commissa- 
riat has found that the men are 
eager to enlarge this form or aid, 
A specific plan is under way to 
establish a home, fully supported, 
for the young sons and daughters 
of Spanish comrades killed in ac- 
tion with units of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades. The existing homes 
will also continue. For anti-fas- 
cists, determined that the world 
shall be free and peaceful and 
equal for all. believe that "who 
has the youth has the future." 
They also know that these homes 
have proved themselves to be 
among the worthiest contributions 
that can be made to a people de- 
fending with their lives the Re- 
public they created with their vo- 
tes. 

As in so many other things, the 
German comrades pioneered with 



those havens for little Spanish 
buys and girls. They founded the 
first one last spring and called it 
the "Ernst Thaelmann Kinder- 
heim", fittingly named for that 
groat champion of the rights of 
Germany's people and their chil- 
dren. It is exclusively the self-assu- 
med responsibility of the 11th Bri- 
gade. All costs are paid by the bri- 
gade and its several battalions, 
and the funds are supplemented 
by extra contributions given by in- 
dividual members of that brigade. 
Sixty Spanish children are com- 
pletely supported in the home. 
They receive food, clothing, bed, 
and education. They also receive 
a companionship that endeavors 
to be a substitute for the parents 
many of these children have lOBt. 

MEMORABLE St OT 

The horrors of the war are mi- 
tigated for them, but the realities 
of it exist all around them. The 
beautiful park in which the home 
lies is only a few kilometers out- 
side of Madrid, and sometimes the 
heavy siege guns pounding the city 
with futile hatred carry their thun- 
der to the youngsters’ears. La Mo- 
raleja, which is the name of the 
park, has a profound sentimental 
value for the men of the 11th Bri- 
gade. For it was there that they 
came and rested and reorganized 
in between the bitter, fateful, ear- 
ly battles when Madrid’s destiny 



hung in the balance. What better 
shelter for innocent victims of fas- 
cism than the place hallowed by 
memories of the shock battalions 
named for “Ernst Thaelmann", 
“Edgar Andre", and "Commune of 
Paris" ? 

In charge of the home is a lieu- 
tenant of the brigade, who lost 
his right leg last winter at Gua- 
dalajara. Formerly a school mas- 
ter in Germany, he limps busily 
around the grounds and through 
the halls, making sure that the 
desires of his comrades at the 
front are carried out — that these 
adopted sons and daughters grow 
up strong, clear-eyed and eager- 
hearted. Full of the affection the 
children express with their every 
gesture, he supervises their routi- 
ne with care. The age of tbe kids 
ranges from four to fourteen. The- 
ir food is 'good, their sleep is long, 
their clothes are clean, their bo- 
dies are healthy from sun, air, 



exercise and hygiene. Needless to 
say, their schooling is sound, tho- 
rough and broad — in accordance 
with the new educational norms 
of the People’s Front Government 
which is making Spain's school 
system one of the most progres- 
sive and scientific in all Europe. 

COLLECTIVE WORK 

This transformation of La Mo- 
rale ja, once the palatial summer 
retreat of the immensely wealthy 
Marquesa Maria de Gubas-Herise, 
is symbolical of the democratic 
uses to which the former citadels 
of privilege are being put. One of 
the most basic and fundamental 
purposes the International Briga- 
des are fighting for as part of the 
Spanish People’s Army is brought 
out in the fact that the staff of 
the home is fully collectivized. Co- 
oks, gardeners, teachers, laundres- 
ses, they all share in the respon- 
sibility of protecting the welfare 
of the sixty children. The contrast 
is sharpest in the case of several 
of these same workers once em- 
ployed by the expropriated lords* 
and masters of the estate. What 
they previously did as humble ser- 
vitors of the haughty rich, they 
now perform as fellow-workers 
and friends of the little ones who 
need them. 

The head teacher is a Spanish 
girl, mother of two children in the 
heme, whose husband was killed 
in action at Carabanchel in No- 
vember 1936. She feels a bond with 
the 15th Brigade, for her brother 
lost his life last February as a 
member of one of our battalions. 
Another brother had been killed 
in the street-fighting Of 1&34. She 
ia & trained teacher, giving her pu- 




Comrade LouIh, wuuadcd Director of the Home, taking a walk with ume of the children. 
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CABINET MEMBERS 

The “Gazette” of December H, 1937, announced f hr follow- 
ing change In the Cabinet: 

Don Mariano Ans6 has been appointed Minister of Justice. 
He is a member of the Left Republican Party, which now 
has two representatives in the Cabinet. 

Seftor Irujo, the retiring Minister or Justice, remains in 
the Cabinet as Minister without Portfolio. lie is a Basque 
Nationalist. 

The Cabinet is now composed as follows: 

Prime Minister, Finance, Economy : 

DK. JUAN NEGKIN (SociaBst.) 

Foreign Affairs: 

Pit. JOSE GIRAL (Left Republican.; 

National Defence: 

I XD ALECK) PRIETO (Socialist.) 

Justice: 

MARIANO ANSO (Left Republican.) 

Interior: 

JULIAN ZUGAZAGOITIA (Socialist.) 

Education and Health: 

JESUS HERNANDEZ (Communist.) 

Agriculture: 

VICENTE URIBE (Communist.) 

Communications, Transport and Public Works: 

BERNARDO G. DE LOS RIOS . . (Republic an Union.) 
Labor and Social Welfare: 

DR. JAIME AYGUADE ....(Catalan Left.) 

Minister without Portfolio: 

MANUEL IRUJO (Basque Nationalist.) 



pils lessons in various subjects. 
But perhaps the chief lesson she 
teaches by sheer force of exam 
pie; it is courage. 

KIDS LEARN COURAGE 

And the children learn courage, 
jrhey learn numerous things 
— from music to arithmetic. They 
can sing the songs of their native 
provinces, and are familiar with 
the folk chants of Bavaria, the 
home of their supervisor. The ol- 
der ones assist in the accounting 
and keeping of records, for inco- 
me and expenditure are both con- 
siderable. Their talent3 are evoked 




LA MOKALFJA 



by individual attention, and the 
results in drawing, designing the 
wall newspaper, gardening and 
sewing are extremely gratifying. 
Their lives are filled with truth 
and culture and as much happi- 
ness as orphans and lost waifs can 
know. Thus their courage grows 
deep, and they do not forget the 
enemies who have brought them 
disaster. 

One boy of twelve is determi- 
ned to be an aviator. The fascists 
bombed his “pueblo” out of exis- 
tence, and he wants the power of 
a plane in his hands to revenge 
his father and mother slain in the 
raid. Another plans to be a tank 
driver. To him a tank is the ma- 




rt's going to be cold this winter, 
boys. Let's start a bonfire.” 



ximum instrument of terror. He 
saw several bearing down on his 
village in one of the early bat- 
tles near Madrid, saw the destruc- 
tion they grind out, and wants to 
turn the tables on the enemy. 

Among the girls the ambitions 
also vary. Most of them obey the 
natural impulse of hoping to be- 
come nurses. A few want to be 
teachers. One of them who has 
developed a distinct artistic talent 
is eager to paint propaganda pos- 
ters. 

Meanwhile they dance and sing 
and grow up. Visitors come to 
them from many places. Govern- 
ment officials, Spanish newspaper- 
men, foreign delegations, people 
from the vicinity — they come 
from different points of view and 
for different purposes. They all 
share the same feeling of gratifi- 
cation at the happy life these chil- 
dren lead under ^the guidance of 
their International father-friends. 
Such visits are always welcome 
and stimulating to the young 
hosts. But they reserve their grea- 
test enthusiasm for the members 
of what they call their own bri- 
gade. A spontaneous storm of gre- 
eting and affection is given to 
them whether they arrive indivi- 
dually or in groups. 

Many 11th Brigade soldiers 
spend part of their leave at La 
Moraleja. They insist upon it, and 
arrangements have been made to 
accomodate them. Wounded men 
in hospitals in or near Madrid de- 
mand the same right to enjoy the 
intimate company of their adopted 
children. Almost without excep- 
tion, these men leave a substan- 
tial donation for the home on 
their departure. Perhaps that is 
why there is such a comfortable 
balance in the bank, sufficient to 
cover not only the normal needs 
but emergencies if they should 
arise. 

Luigi Gallo, Commissar Inspec- 
tor of the International Brigades, 
paid a visit to the home recently. 
His words there explain the mo- 
tives of the men who established 
this haven. “The International 
comrades”, he said, "are mostly 
married men, who have left be- 
hind in other countries children 
like these. Here, in Spain, they 
feel as If they belong to. the coun- 
try, because it Is defending the li- 
berty of all countries. They the- 
refore want to do for the Spa- 
nish children what they cannot, 
for the time being, do for their 
own. They love and care for the 
Spanish children, because in them 
their thoughts of others far away 
are embodied.” 

M. M. 



MARIANO ANSO 

Mariano Ans<5, the new Minis- 
ter of Justice, was born in Pam- 
plona on January 21, 1899. 

He was elected for the first ti- 
me in the civic elections of April 
12, 1931, which brought about 
the fall of the monarchy, and be- 
came the first Republican mayor 
of Pamplona. 

He was elected deputy for Na- 
varre to the Cortes Constituyentes. 
He was secretary of the Cortes 
for two years. 

Previously he had been impri- 



soned under the dictatorship of 
General Bercnguer for leading the 
republican uprising in Navarre in 
December 1930. (This was simul- 
taneous with the declaration of the 
Republic in Jaca by Galan and 
Hem&ndez.) 

In February 1937 he was elec- 
ted deputy for the provir.ee of Gui- 
puzcoa. He is a member of the 
Left Republican Party. 

When the Negrin Cabinet was 
formed in May 1937 he became 
Under-Secretary far Justice and 
now he becomes Minister of the 
same department. 
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WINGS OVERHEAD 

Over Brunete came the sound 
Of black wings crawling up the sky; 

The soldier crouched against the ground 
With straining limbs till they went by. 

He heard the bombs sing down the air, 

He felt them land, and everywhere 
The earth in an advancing line 
Rose up. The soldier said “This time’*. 

This time he laughed at what he said. 

And stretched his body to the heat; 

The. sun alone was overhead 
And warmed the terror out of it. 

Now, when the thin December gleam 

Is driven off the sky by enow 

And breath hangs in the air like steam, 

The soldier on the plain below 
Hears the familiar song of hate 
And stoops behind the parapet. 

When the black wings have passed beyond 
He pulls his blanket closer round, 

Grins at the younger man, who tries 
To catch his courage from his eyes. 

“We’ll bring them all down bye and bye, 

And then”, he says, “they’ll never come.” 

The young man, looking at the sky, 

Sees only white wings of the storm. 

M. TOM ALIN 



HOT SPOT 

Taaing a town is no joke, even 
when you have as good as got 
it. Fighting up the streets is the 
most nerve-racking stage of an 
offensive. Every window is a po- 
tential danger-point. 

Comrade G. tells the following 
■<tory of the taking of Quinto. The 
main defence lines of the village 
had been penetrated and a tempo- 
rary Headquarters established in 
cn? of the outlying blockhouses, 
when an officer came hurriedly in 
t'j report that he had found some 
abandoned fascist camions. A 
camion is a valuable acquisition. 
Comrade G. and a few men went 
out with him to get the trucks 
driven in. 

They arrived too late. Another 
Brigade had established the nine 
points of possession, and there was 
no arguing. Instead, they went in 
search of others. It was a dan- 




On the look-out. 



gcrous expedition; there were fas- 
cists in the village still, but no- 
body knew where they were. A 
noige behind a door was enough 
t.o make them throw a bomb into 
the house and blow the inside of 
it out. 

At sight of a camion standing 
by a crossing, the two leaders ran 
towards it shouting i with bombs in 
their hands. They had a few yards 
to go when machine-guns opened 
up on them, and G.’s companion 
fell with a bullet through his head. 
G. jumped over his body and das- 
hed into a yard that opened off 
the road. The rest of the party 
squeezed into doorways and reces- 
ses dewn the street. Fire from two 
machine-guns crossed, and chip- 
ped the walls on either side. 

G. now found himself in a dif- 
ficult position. The yard was over- 
looked by windows of which he 
knew too little to tnist. On one 
side was the debris of a half-rui- 
ned building; facing it. a house 
that had escaped the shells. The 
doors of this house stood open; 



IN QUINTO 

G. could see into the nearer rooms. 
He observed a table with cloth 
and crockery; a calendar on the 
wall; furniture and objects casua- 
lly placed, as if the house had been 
left by Its occupants a few minu- 
tes before. A door led into a side 
room. In G.'s own words, dar- 
kness looked out of it. Something 
more formidable might be looking 
out of the darkness. 

Under circumstances like these, 
small objects impress themselves 
strangely on the mind, and minu- 
tes seem to stand still. There was 
no movement in the house; the on- 
ly living thing was G.'s own fan- 
cy of death watching him. The mo- 
re he stared in, the nearer this 
fancy seemd to corrie. He feared 
the stillness more than anything 
Stops led dev/n to a cellar. G. al- 
ready knew something about the 
underground communications ot 
Quinto, which linked the cellars 
in- a subterranean network. At any 
minute, for all G. could know, so- 
meone might jump up from those 
steps. 

He crouched under the wall of 
the house and called to the men 
who were sheltering down the 
street to get a tank up. A tank 
could clear out the machine-guns 
Meanwhile he asked them to talk 
to him. It kept up his spirit. They 
called across to him every few mi- 
nutes. He hardly dare answer 
them, in case his voice should at- 
tract someone’s attention. He fo- 
und some tobacco dust in his poc- 
ket, and made a cigarette. It smo- 
ked with difficulty and had a bad 
tatte. He threw it away. 

The tank arrived. Unable to 
turn, it had backed up the street, 
and now jammed itself against the 
wall so that it could move neither 
way. Its gun roared in the narrow 
space, but the machine-guns con- 
tinued to reply. Every shot from 
the tank shook pieces down from 
the wall beneath which he was 
sheltering. He picked up the end 
of his cigarette and tried it again. 
He crouched there, he said, for 
two or three hours. 

At length he decided he would 
have to risk everything and get 
out of this trap. The ruined house 
seemed to offer him his best 
chance. He began crawling over 
the debris on his 3tomach moving 
very slowly with a sharp eye on 
the staring windows. 

Something beside him went oft 
with a roar that seemed louder 
than the loudest aerial bomb. He 
froze against the rubble, knowing . 
nothing, mind and body dead. He 
had startled a cat, which jumped 



up beside him and scuttered away 
over the loose pieces. In the rebel 
of discovering this he shd quickly 
down to the ground on the other 
side of the pile, to find himself 
facing a man with a rifle levelled 
straight at his head. 

“Comrade!” he shouted, "Dont 
shoot dont shoot!” 

The man stood motionless. G. 
could feel the aim of the gun in 
the middle of his forehead.. Se- 
conds stretched to hours. The man 
rflight have been made of stone. 

The gun was not lowered until 
G. was standing beside the man 
who held it, and had his hands on 
his shoulders, telling him that he 
was a friend, that he knew this 
comrade and that one (he pointed 
to them) by name. 

Once he knew the man unders- 
tood him, the world changed for 
Comrade G. He was not out of 
danger, but he had found a friend. 




Chicago Correspondent 
Expelled by the Nazis 
Speaks Of I. B. in Paris 

The International Brigaded ha- 
ve never consisted of more than 
15,000 men, while Italian troops 
sent to Franco number around 
120,000, according to Edgar A. 
Mowrer, noted foreign correspon- 
dent of the "Chicago Daily 
News”, who was expelled from 
Hitler Germany for telling the 
truth. He has personally verified 
these figures. Other obser/ers 
agree with their accuracy, he 
said. 

Moreover, he said, the Interna- 
tionals are genuine volunteers 
— every single one — who fight for 
Republican Spain because of 
their ideals and feelings. They 
were not subjected to any other 
influence in coming to Spain. 

Speaking recently at the Home 
of American Students in Paris, 
Mr. Mowrer also said that victo- 
ry for the rebels is an absolute 
impossibility. But if it were, 
France would be gravely mena- 
ced. With an enemy government 
at the Pyrenees, France would 
have to consider seriously the 
withdrawal of her promises to 
assist Czecho-Slovakia. 
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SPA)N’S SECOND WINTER 

AT WAR 



(Excerpts from an article in 

‘•Pravda” by M. Koltzov.) 

The rearguard of Republican 
Spain is fully capable of sustain- 
ing its army and of continuing to 
do so during the entire winter and 
beyond that. The only thing need- 
ed to accomplish this is organizat- 
ion and unity among all anti- 
fascists. 

The agricultural season has pro. 
duced a harvest superior to that 
of the preceding year in almost 
all crops. Livestock, however, has 
been used up in great quantities. 
But to balance the situation, the 
breeding of poultry and rabbits 
has been greatly augmented. This 




increase in the future meat supply 
is to be found not only in the conn- 
try, but also in the large cities, 
especially Valencia. Chicken coops 
are seen on the roofs and balcon- 
ies of almost every house. 

NEED ORGANIZATION 

Generally speaking, the farms 
of Spain, aided only by partial im- 
portation of wheat and meat, are 
prepared to supply food to the 
army, the working class and the 
city populations as a whole. It 
should be borne in mind, also, that 
the farmers and their families 
themselves are better fed today 
than formerly. 

The chief need is for good or- 
ganization, but that does not yet 
fully exist. The delivery of provi- 
sions is made in the rural villages 
without any method. The Govern- 
ment pursues a just and careful 
policy in all matters concerning 
the farmers. It defends their in- 
terests strictly, and prohibits eve- 
ry kind of levy and monopoly. But 
the organizations of the large ci- 
ties have not yet learned the best 
way to handle the farmer’s pro- 
duce. 



For months there has been dis- 
cussion of a plan to create a cen- 
tral purchasing agency for the 
syndicates. It is not yet in exis- 
tence. Meanwhile, syndicates, mills 
and even individual merchants send 
agents into the rural districts to 
make purchases for them. They 
do so without a controlling plan. 
From this arises the enormous dif- 
ference in prices. In Valencia, for 
example, the prices for meat and 
vegetables are higher than in Ma- 
drid. Supplying foodstuffs to Ma- 
drid is much more difficult, but 
the people there buy with greater 
care and do not tolerate specula- 
tion. 

FARMERS AIDED 

Wheat and flour prices have in- 
creased 35. to 40 percent since the 
beginning of the war. Neverthe- 
less, the former prices for baked 
bread have been maintained in the 
cities. This is a basic considera- 
tion by the workers, and the Go- 
vernment has accordingly gran- 
ted a special subsidy for the pur- 
pose. 

The Minister of Agriculture has 
extended all possible assistance to 
the farmers during the whole 
course of the war. He has appor- 
tioned credits of tens of millions 
of pesetas in order to secure for 
Republican Spain .an increase of 
cultivated land. He has proceeded 
also to cancel arrears of debts 
and taxes. 

In the villages, even in those si- 
tuated in the war zone, the far- 
mers have a perfect understan- 
ding of what they have won in 
their fight against the fascists and 
reactionary landlords. They lack 
many things, of course, particu- 
larly sugar, gasoline and tobacco. 
But they eat well, feel responsible 
for large areas of land, and no 
longer bend the knee to an arro- 
gant master or brutal overseer. 
They are conscious of the part 
they are playing in the war, they 
are enabling the cities to do their 
work, they cultivate their fields 
and constantly increase their 
ploughing. 

NEW ACHIEVEMENTS 

Precisely the opposite is taking 
place in the region dominated by 
the fascists. There the farmers ne- 
glect their fields, often doing so 
purposely. 

The working class of the cities 
has suffered more than the far- 
mers and this winter will conti- 



nue to bear a greater burden of 
the war. The workers faced the 
first' attacks of fascism, resisting 
heroically on the barricades of 
Madrid and Barcelona. The wor- 
kers fight in the vanguard of the 
Republican Army; workers also 
are forging victory in the rear. It 
is difficult to overestimate the 
success achieved by the Spanish 
workers in these past months. In 
spite of privations and in spite 
of frequent acts of bureaucracy 
and sabotage on the part of go- 
vernment and trade union offi- 
cials, the workers have proved 
that they possess great patience 
and tenacity, immense enthusiasm 
in their labor and plenty of initia- 
tive and ingenuity. The attitude 
of the workers is the chief reason 
for the great growth of Spain’s 
war industry, which in spite of 
all its defects, works better eve- 
ry day. 

Some of its achievements can- 
not be praised too highly. These 
include the manufacture of pur- 
suit planes of the most modern 
type, together with the motor; the 
production of automatic machine 



guns, a Job which was organized 
in three months; the manufacture 
of complicated projectors for anti- 
aircraft defense ; the output of 
rapid-fire automatic weapons. The 
fact that tens of thousands of ar- 
tillery projectiles have been pro- 
duced daily in improvised facto- 
ries must receive special mention. 

The workers of Spain, with the 
working class in the lead, are 
ready and willing to continue 
fighting for all they are entitled 
to have. The only thing they need 
for victory is good organization, 
order and discipline. 



College Girls Boycott 
Japanese Goods 

The College of New Rochelle, 
conducted by Catholic Ursuline 
nuns, is boycotting Japanese- 
made silk stocking. The student 
body consists of 734 young Ame- 
rican women of Catholic faith, 
and many are already wearing 
cotton or coarse-weave hosiery. 
The boycott was initiated by the 
Peace Club of the college. 




Madrid, ( *»mple1ely fortified against I he fascist aggressors. 
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WHAT’S IN A BEARD? 



\ 

) XIV BRIGADE 
CELEBATES YEAR 
UNDER FIRE 

With formal ceremony the 14th 
International Brigade celebrated 
the anniversary of its baptism 
under fire. One year ago, on Dec- 
ember 23, the brigade went into 
action for the first time, fighting 
at Lopera and successfully detain- 
ing the fascist advance toward 
Jaen, key city on the Cordoba 
front. Since then the brigade has 
made its fame secure at Guadala- 
jara, Jarama, Cuesta de la Reina 
and other vital battle fields. 

The victory at Tcruel, which 
coincides with the anniversary, 
was featured and emphasized. Lui- 
gi Gallo, commissar inspector of 
the International Brigades, said 
"We made a promise to stop the 
fascists. That promise has been 
kept. Today we can also rejoice 
over Teruel, which proves that the 
fascists cannot win". 

With pride and significance it 
was pointed out that the conquest 
of Teruel had been achieved by 
all-Spanish brigades. The Interna- 
tional volunteers had hv' cal- 
led upon to aid in the whole series 
of fascist-crushing operations. Co- 
lonel Dumont, commander of tb'' 
14th Brigade since the beginning, 
said "We are here, representing 
the workers of France. It has been 



Beards were introduced by 
Samson, an ingenious Easterner 
who put over the slogan "Hair 
for Strength" and made big mo- 
ney. Like other speculators he 
wrecked his career on a woman 
and ended his life in an orgy of 
sordid suicide. 

The superstition still survives. 
There has been a recent outbreak 
of it among the International Bri- 
gades, and many volunteers are 
now suffering from a rush of hair 
to the chin. Tnis is due to lack of 
proper precautions in the early 
stages. It would not have hap- 
pened if they had cai ried razors 
in their packs, for application- as 
soon as the -first symptoms ap- 
peared. 

The epidemic has already got a 
strong hold, and the results are 
to be deplored. When '.V chin is 
attacked by a beard, it gradually 
disappears and ,js followed by the 
upper lip and cheekbones. In time 
the victim becomes ur recogni- 
sable. 

As the -disease advances. It be- 
comes increasingly difficult to 
insert food into the mouth, owing 
to the invisibility of th? orifice. 
It is a pathetic sight t* see men 
struggling Lnr:-. b a L/' follicles 
with food in their spoons, unable 
to maintain their sense of lirect- 
ion. Much of the food is lust on 
the way, and tends to attract 
hyenas and other animals thai eat 



what is left behind by larger 
beasts of prey. 

A rumour has been put about 
that the Ministry of Fortifications 
is encouraging the growth of 
beards. This rumoring is the work 
of provocateurs. If it were possi- 
ble to grow metal on the chin, 
there might be some advantage in 
every man carrying his own bar- 
bed wire entanglement into action. 
As it is, it can be of no service, 
and is liable to trip him up. 

By the time he has ' as Jnuch 
hair on the bottom of his head 
as on the top, a few bombardments 
are enough to make him forget 
which end is which. Some volun- 
teers even reach the stage when 
they carry as heavy a load on their 
chests as over their shoulders, 
with the result that they lose 
their sense of back and front, and 
advance backwards instead of for- 
> wards. Nor can they grumble if 
a fit of the blues goes to the beard 
and makes them unpopular with 
the women. 

The fight to exterminate this 
disease is likely to be long and 
arduous. Since the days of Sam- 
son, the heard complex has sunk 
deep in the human psyche. The 
hum.' 1 .! psyche is a dreadful thing. 
It is pronounced "pizitch" and lies 
somewhere between reality and 
delirium tremens. Once the beard 
reaches the bottom of that, the 
case is hopeless. 



STEPS ARE TAKEN 
TO FREE AMERICANS 
FROM FRANCO JAILS 

Twenty-four American comrad- 
es are prisoners In the hands of 
the fascists. Most of them were 
captured last February during the 
Jarama battles. The others were 
taken in later actions. Their fate 
is unknown, but there is reason 
to believe that they are alive be- 
hind fascist lines. Congressmen 
Jerry J. O’Connell of Montana 
and. John T. Bernard of Minnesota 
have introduced a bill requesting 
the State Department to invest- 
igate the actual situation of these 
imprisoned American comrades, 
While action now depends upon 
legislative and diplomatic proce- 
edings, it is recalled thal: members 
of the British Battalion, taken 
prisoner in early February, were 
subsequently released and repat- 
riated over the fascist part of the 
border. Among the American pri- 
soners are the following comrad- 
es : Edward Freed? Louis Ornltx, 
George Leap, Walter Grant, Leo 
Targoff, William Parks, William 
Hathaway, Everett Hobbs, Bern- 
ard Cohen, Steve Dabelko, Donald 
A. Boynton, Albert Rosenberg, 
Henry Lyons, Leo Turner, George 
Stark, Manuel Lizairago and Dlno 
Neri. The homes of their families 
are in all parts of the United 
States. 



COLLECTIVES 
TO SHARE EXTRA 
PROFITS 

The Official Gazette of the Ca- 
talan Government on November 
21 , 1 937 publ ished a decree of 
Juan Comorera, Counsellpr of 
Economy, regulating the distribu- 
tion of the excess profits of col- 
lectivised Industries. 

These profits shall be distribu- 
ted as follows: 

at 50 r / e shall go to the Bank 
of Industrial Credit of Catalonia. 

b) 15 r /c shall be devoted to 
social needs of a collective na- 
ture. 

c) 15 f /c shall be placed at the 
disposal of the workers who shall 
decide its destination at a ge- 
neral assembly. 

d) The remaining 20 c /c shall 
he kept as a reserve fund or shall 
be devoted to improvements, re- 
newal of machinery, etc., in the 
proportion agreed upon by the 
general assembly. 

The decree is dated November 
17, 1937. 



IRISH LABOR STEPS AHEAD IN U. S. 



our honor to fight for a year at 
the side of the Spanish people, and 
to continue fighting until fascism 
is exterminated from their land. 
At the present moment we may" 
feel especially glad, for in the fall 
of Teruel, we know that Spanish 
troops themselves won the vic- 
tory". 



The recent election, on the 
American Labor T 'arty ticket, of 
Michael Quill as Councilman lor 
the Bronx, marks a new phase in 
the history of the Irish in the 
United States. Hitherto Irish exil- 
es, unskilled workers in the main, 



have been dominated by Tamma- 
ny Hall, whieh could always dep- 
end on their vote, giving in. return 
minor favors and concessions to 
reactionary Irish and Irish- Amer- 
ican leaders. To Quill and other 
workers goes the credit for smash- 
ing the grip of Tammany. Organis. 
ing among the rank and file of 
transport workers, they formed 
the Transport Workers' Union, 
countering all the legal and extra- 
legal intimidation of the bosses, 
until, this spring, they won not 
only recognition of their union, 
but better working-hours and bett- 
er pay. John L. Lewis, chairman 
of the C. I. O, with which the 
union is affiliated, was present at 
the historic conference at which 
the bosses admitted defeat. 

Quill, still limping from a bullet- 
wound received during the Anglo- 
Irish War, is a foremost supporter 
of the Spanish people in their 
.druggie against fascism. He is a 
sturdy young Irishman, typical of 
the Irish Republican and Labor 
movement. 




\V II r I gad r Vat runs visit International 
Hrigade headquarters In Madrid. I'hotngra- 
phod uliuvr is a crmip nl T\ I’. K. students 
of the I.agasea Institute together wiHi 
members of Hie I. I*. A ngln- A merieun i!e 
legal-ion in Madrid. \nt all of the Anglo- 
American* appear in tills picture; the edi- 
tor of the Volunteer for I.ibrrty who would 
he next to ('omradr Tar a neon on the lower 
level oil him self oil t of t In- ensemble, not 
beeHiise of fn-lse modesty , bill in order to 
make room for t bis ea pi ion. 
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December 
2 1 

The fall of Teruel on the after- 
noon of December 21 was the 
climax of operations which the 
Republican Army had been car- 
rying out for just a week. The 
Army of the Lev ante took the re- 
bels completely by surprise when 
it launched an attack on the 
morning of December 15. Day 
by day, it executed the plans of 
the general staff like clockwork. 

1st 

Ten hours 

Most dramatic of all, perhaps, 
were the operations during the 
first day when, in the bare space 
of the available ten hours of day- 
light, the two columns entrusted 
with making the pincers move- 
ment simultaneously from the 
north-east and south-west, esta- 
blished contact with each other 
midway between Campillo and 
Concud. This movement, which 
enclosed the rebels in a circle of 



TER 

iron, practically sealed the fate of 
Teruel. 

The planning of the operations 
was no less brilliant than the way 
in which they were carried out. 
Fortified by the most skillful 
German military engineers, Te- 
ruel was thought to be virtually 
impregnable. Yet the Republi- 



U E L 

can Army completed the whole 
series of operations with far fe- 
wer casualties than in any pre- 
vious large-scale attack. The 
secret of this success was the fact 
that, with the exception of Con- 
cud, none of the strongly fortified 
rebel positions were attacked from 
the front. The Republican com- 



Andre Marty 

* Returns to Spain 



mand singled out all the weak 
spots In the Insurgent line of def- 
fense and drove wedges deep intp 
the enemy’s rear. Thus Isolated, 
the strongholds of the enemy fell 
with little resistance when at- 
tacked from, behind. 

Working in this way during the 
seven days of the offensive, posi- 
tion after position fell Into the 
hands of the Republicans, while 
the ring of insurgent territory 
around the city grew smaller and 
smaller. At last there remained 
nothing but Teruel itself and two 
heights, Santa Barbara and El 
Mansueto, immediately east of 
the city. The final operation con- 
sisted of cutting between Teruel 
and these positions. The city was 
entered simultaneously by Repu- 




Andr6 Marty, member of the French Chamber of Deputies 
and the man who was the driving force In organizing the 
International Brigades, has returned to Spain. Ills arrival in 
Madrid was made the occasion of a celebration by the Com- 
missariat of the International Brigades, attended by leading 
figures of the army and civil government. 

Pointing to the impregnability of Madrid and the victory 
at Teruel, Comrade Marty said the working class of the 
world feels justified in its unswerving faith in Spain. In Fran- 
ce, particularly, the people are concentrating on increased aid 
in the anti-fascist struggle. "It show's Itself in many W'ays”, 
he said. "The port workers of Le Havre and Marseilles and 
the metal workers impose dues upon themselves dally to kaise 
funds for various needs among the Spanish people. 0 The 
same firm and growing support is found in all countries, he 



explained. 'The policy of non-intervention”. Comrade Marty 
said, "becomes plainer every day to the large masses in the 
democratic nations as a policy of intervention in favor of 
Franco. Such a thing cannot long continue.” 

Comrade Marty showed that whenever things are bad for 
Franco somebody speaks of mediation and comp/omise. "But 
Teruel”, l.»c saki, "shows that the will of the people of Spain 
Is for final victory and the crushing out of fascism, nothing 
less.” 

Addresses were also delivered by General Carder-al, repre- 
senting General Miaja who was ill; G6mez Egido, represent- 
ing the Mayor of Madrid; Comrade Pinuela, new political 
commissar of the Center Army; Ossorlo TafaJI, commander 
of the Andr6 [Marty Battalion of the 14th Brigade; and Perez 
Vitoria, president of the Popular Front. 
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blic&n columns from the north, 
northwest and south. 

NEW ARMY STRONG 

The capture of Teruel is the 
culminating point of the growth, 
or perhaps coming of age. of the 
Spanish People’s Army. It is the 
logical result of experience gai- 
ned in Casa de Campo, Segovia, 
Brunete and Belchite. In each of 
these campaigns the young Re- 
publican Army displayed more 
strength, more agility apd grea- 
ter cohesion than in the preceding 
one. In the counter-offensives at 
Guadalajara and Pozoblanco this 
army was already capable of rout- 
ing the Italian troops. It has now 
completed its development and 
has proved itself equipped to gain 
all its objectives in a first-class 
battle carried direct to the ene- 
my. A clear indication of this is 
that not a single non-Spaniard 
participated in Teruel and that 
not a single reserve was brought 
into action. 

What increases the significance 
of the army's conduct is the fact 
that it operated under weather 
conditions that the word "awful” 
does not exaggerate. A heavy 
blanket of snow lay everywhere 
and at times the wind rose to 
a gale that swirled the snow so 
thickly visibility was impossible 
for a more than a few feet. The 
cold was so constant and intense 
that some men actually perished 
in it. Minister of Defense Prieto 
stated "I do not believe any other 
troops in the world could have 
marched under similar conditions" 

The offensive was planned and 
directed by Colonel Sarabia who 
last autumn was placed in charge 
of the Republican Army on the 
Teruel front, and by General Ro- 
jo, Chief of the General Staff. 



Both these men were members of 
the old Spanish Army and re- 
mained loyal to the Republic. As 



soon as the Government received 
word of the capture of Teruel, it 
conferred on Sarabia the rank of 
General. Sarabia and Rojo, pre- 
viously, are the only two men to 
have been promoted to generals 
during the present course of the 
war. 

From a military point of view 
the holding of Teruel by the re- 
bels had long been misconceived. 
If at first it was a dangerous sa- 
lient which chance or, more ac- 
curately, the treachery of the ci- 
vil guards placed in fascist hands 
at the very outset of the upris- 
ing, a salient which threatened to 
cut Loyalist communications along 
the Mediterranean coast, it later 
became a. menace to the rebels 
themselves. This was borne out 
by their attempt last July to 
broaden the salient. It is now pro- 
ved beyond all doubt by the suc- 
cess of this offensive. 



For moral reasons, however, 
Franco had no other course than 
to maintain Teruel, whatever the 
cost in men and material. For, 
by talking of a- slash through to 
the coast on that front, he had 
boosted the name of Teruel un- 
til it was on the lips of all, both 
in rebel territory and abroad. He 
simply could not, therefore, afford 
to withdraw his troops and leave 
Teruel to the Republicans. In the 
same way, once Teruel was sur- 
rounded and cut off by Government 
forces, Franco was compelled to 
sacrifice thousands of his best 
troops in a vain effort to relieve 
the beleaguered city. In one attack 
which the finest fascist troops 
delivered along the plain near 
Concud, they formed a perfect 
target for Loyalist artillery on 
the heights and were driven back 
in complete disorder after los- 
ing what Is conservatively esti- 



mated at forty percent of their 
strength. 



Besides the tremendous stimu- 
lating effect it will have on the 
Republican Army and rearguard, 
the capture of Teruel is of great 
strategic ' importance to the Go- 
vernment. It creates a new anty 
shorter road to Madrid, and thus 
permits transfer of troops and 
material from the Aragon front 
to the Madrid front or vice versa 
much more rapidly. The distance 
from Alcafiiz, the central point 
of communications for a large part 
of the Aragon front, to Madrid 
is 70 miles shorter via Teruel 
than via Valencia, and 85 miles 
shorter from Alcaniz to Guada- 
lajara. It also constitutes the 
point of an axis along which new 
major offensives can be develo- 
ped. 

The capture of Teruel and its 
surrounding area leaves the Re- 
public with a gain of hundreds of 
square miles of territory, rich in 
coal and iron so necessary for 
the expansion of the war indus- 
tries, as well" as with one of the 
best timber regions of Spain 

Numerous insurgent prisoners 
were captured the first day and 
more were taken each succeeding 
day and night. Many deserted to 
Loyalist lines, . including whole 
companies in some instances. 
They have been conveyed by the 
hundreds from Teruel to Sagun- 
to and Valencia. So rapid was 
the onslaught and operation aga- 
inst the city that barely a fascist 
soldier escaped to fight again 
another day. And the entire lar- 
ge store of arms and ammunition 
which the rebels had accumulated 
there is now in the hands of the 
Government. 

There is no doubt that Franco 
must make ferocious efforts to 
retrieve his disaster. Come what 
may, the victory at Teruel has 
permanent significance. 




STREET-FIGHTING In Teruel. 




NUNS and Civilians evacuated from Teruel. 
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DELBOS COMPLETES TOUR OF EUROPEAN NATIONS 



French Foreign Minister Finds that the Mass of People'of 
Europe Prefer Democracy and Call for the Defeat of Fas- 
cism. Steps are Taken to Boycott Japanese- made Goods. 




CHINESE wo men- students In a military school. These women want military 
training, so that they too can pitch in to help their country to defeat the 

Japanese Invaders. 



M. Delbos, French Foreign Mi- 
nister, has been round Euro- 
pe. His journey, rather than a 
triumphal progress, might be des- 
cribed as an inspection of the 
wreckage. In Poland, Rumania 
and Jugoslavia he had the opport- 
unity of seeing the damage that 
France’s friendships have suffered. 
All three countries have turned 
towards the probable aggressors 
and are seeking assurances from 
them in return, naturally, for con- 
cessions. The Four-Power Pact, 
the failure to take a firm stand 
when Hitler marched into the 
Rhineland, the sabotage of sanct- 
ions in the Abyssinian War, the 
policy of Non-Intervention, etc., 
all this diplomacy conducted in 
the name of peace is now threat- 
ening France with isolation and 
encirclement- 



DEFENSE OF MINORITIES 

It is not yet possible to judge 
whether Delbos' visit to Czecho- 
slovakia has strengthened the 
resistance of that possible “Spain 
of tomorrow" against the threats 
of Hitler and his agents. It would 
be well if the rights of national 
minorities were always respected, 
but in any case Hitler’s qualificat- 
ions to be considered their champ- 
ion are slight enough. There was 
once a great uproar about the 
German minority in Poland, until 
one fine day Poland’s policy be- 
came pro-Nazi and the matter 
was closed. Nor do we hear much 
about the oppressed German mi- 
nority in the Italian Tyrol; and 
if a Hitlerite took -over the Gov- 
ernment of Czecho-Slovakia and 
helped to open the way to Nazid- 
om’s supremacy in Europe, then 
the pressing question of the Ger- 
man minority in Czecho-Slovakia 
would also be "closed”. 



NOT THE PEOPLE 

M. Delbos might learn two les- 
sons from his journey: the first 
- that wavering, compromise and 
retreat arc not identical terms with 
peace and collective security; the 
second— that although the govern- 
ments oi' Poland, Rumania and 
Jugoslavia have ceased to count 
the League of Nations and their 
agreements with France as the 
main factors in their foreign pol- 



icy, nevertheless those Govern- 
ments do not have the people 
behind them. The Polish people 
demands a reversal of the policy 
of the fascist ruling clique in 
Warsaw. In Rumania the pro- 
fascist policy of Carol and his 
Prime Minister, Tartarescu, . has 
been defeated at the elections. It 
remains to be seen whether Carol 
can foist on the Rumanian people 
a new Hitlerite Government in 
which the dominant party only 
secured 10 % of the votes cast. 
In Jugoslavia Delbos was greeted 
with shouts of "Long live demo- 
cratic France! Down with fasc- 
ism!” 

This is the force which can be 
mobilised behind the policy of 
peace, irrespective of the wishes 
of the Becks, the Carols, etc. It 
is a force which can still be 
irresistible if the democracies end 
the policy of capitulation and give 
more than kind words to collective 
security. 

BOYCOTT PRACTICAL 

World indignation against the 
Japanese crime in China is still 
increasing, and with it the possib- 
ilities of a large scale boycott of 
Japanese goods. The World Peace 
Assembly has taken the decision 
to organise a boycott beginning 
January. 1. 

The distribution of Japanese 
trade is such that an effective 
boycott is possible. I/Bumanit6 
ha3 pointed out that Japanese 
troop movements are made with 




- d 



JAPANESE AVIATION swoop* 
down on the "V.inay”, bombing it, 
Tho binkiii£ ol lids American -hip 
tubs caused jfrrai indignation 111 de- 
mocratic countries uJt the world. 



American trucks. Japanese bullets 
are made with American lead. Th* 
petrol for Japan’s planes comes 
from Dutch and American sourc- 
es. The cotton which is essential 
for her war industry is provided 
by India and the United States. 
She obtains coal from Indo-Chtna. 
Her nickel comes from Norway 
and Britain. She receives machine 

I 

tools from France. According to 
figures published by the World 
Peace Assembly and based on 
League of Nations statistics and 
reports of the Tokio Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, the Unit- 
ed States, India, Great Britain and 
France take 38:9 % of Japanese 
exports and provide 47.6 % of 
her imports. 40.5 % of the total 
toimage of ships passing through 
the Japanese customs consists of 
non- Japanese vessels, and about 
a third of them are British. 

From these figures it is clear 
that a determined boycott by the 
democracies could force Japan to 
leave her prey and seek peace. 

During five months' fighting 
Japan has achieved no decisive 
results. It is true that her forces 
have penetrated far Into Chinese 
territory, but they have not been 
able to break a Chinese Army 
which is still In process of mobil- 
isation and i3 growing stronger. 
Vast sums are being swallowed 
up in the war. A fierce partisan 
struggle is being waged in Man- 
churia. The unrest of the Japanese 
people is reflected in the mass 
arrests which are being carried 
out. 

An indication of what, could be 
achieved by firm action is provid- 
ed by Lhc* sequel to the sinking 
of the "Panay”. The United States 
now has an apology, the promise 
of ;..i indemnity ai . 1 Mie ii -missal 
of a J a pa nest.' officer. This a 



distinct toning down in the "I care 
for nobody, no not I!” attitude 
adopted by Japan in the earlier 
stages. Whether or not the apolo- 
gy, the indemnity and the dismis- 
sal satisfy Washington, they will 
certainly not satisfy the people of 
America who are awakening to 
the danger of Japanese aggression 
in the Far East and for whom 
Roosevelt's Chicago speech, the 
call to world democracy to close 
the ranks, means more than just 
words. 

TERUEL 

The taking of Teruel is a smas- 
hing victory for the Republic on 
the Spanish Front and no less 
on the international front. The 
intense reactionary campaign ad- 
vocating compromise or represent- 
ing Franco as certain of success 
in a hypothetical forthcoming of- 
fensive, had not been without its 
effects in some democratic and 
working-class circles, where a 
mood of pessimism had set in. In 
Britain Major Attlee's confident 
statements on his return from 
Spain had already done much v> 
d i s pe i the glwm, and now his 
statements have been backed by 
tho deeds o f the Republican Army. 
On the other hand there has again 
been a big discrepancy bocvcee. 
fascism’s words and deeds Una 
time a very welcome discrepancy. 

No one imagines that wait Te- 
ruel fascism in Spain is fini/hed. 
We all know that llwav are bb'fh- 
u 1 1 times and heavy battles ah-vd' 
but we k now, ' or., ‘.hat in ■■ : it* ■' 
coming winds e-'-i Their sh; ' a 
before. 

A . 
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VICTORY AT TERUEL 

Honor and glory to our Spanish comrades of the Repu- 
blican Army! They have proved at Teruel what we have 
always argued on their behalf; given time to organise and 
train themselves, they are second to none as front-line sol- 
diers. At Teruel, taking the offensive in adverse climatic 
conditions and against strongly fortified posts, they routed 
Italian, German and Moroccan regulars. In the annals 
not only of Spanish but of European military history that 
is an achievement, for 'which it is hard to find a parallel. 

Here then are some of the fruits of our coming to Spain! 
We held the lines for months on end, giving a breathing- 
space for the organisation of the Republican Army. How 
well that interval has been availed of, the victorious heroes 
of Teruel are witness! 

But when our Spanish comrades can win victories wit- 
hout our aid it does not follow that our task in Spain is 
finished. On the other side of the enemy lines are Ger- 
mans, Italians, Portuguese — international fascist invaders. 
So, on our side of the lines must remain the fighters of the 
international working-class. 

For this is no national civil war in which we fight from 
abstract motives of idealism. This is an international war 
between fascism and democracy. Fascism has rallied all its 
available men and munitions; the working class, vanguard 
in defense of democracy, must do likewise. 

While the war continues — and continue it must until 
Democracy triumphs — it is the duty of the international 
working-class to aid their gallant Spanish comrades. That 
duty we of the International Brigades have fulfilled in the 
past year. Let us fulfill it in ever-increasing measure in 
the year of victory now dawning. 



FRIENDSHIP 

Last November, the Popular Front organised a week of 
homage to the International Brigades, commemorating the 
anniversary of the defense of Madrid. So warm was Spain’s 
gratitude that the unexpected sum of 270.000 pesetas was 
subscribed. This money could be used for whatever the 
volunteers saw fit. 

Now they have given their answer, characteristically and 
fittingly. For the Spanish soldiers throughout the entire Re- 
publican Army, 150.000 pesetas is presented for additional 
comforts to their winter welfare. In this way the Internatio- 
nal volunteers express their comradeship even to those Spa- 
nish brigades with whom we have not yet served side by side. 

The rest of the money will be devoted by the Internatio- 
nal Brigade^ commissariat to cultural work in our own 
ranks, and to caring for the sons and daughters of Spanish 
members .?f our various units. Doing this work of peace be- 
fore victory is finally ours is a signal to Spain and to the 
world that we arc* confident it will be ours. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



Abd-el-Jalek Torres, Moroccan 
youth leader, officer in a Moorish 
brigade, supporter of Franco since 
the beginning, has been sentenced 
to jail... Latest figures on Italian 
trade balance have been juggled 




around but cannot hide the enor- 
mous deficit of 3.350 million liras 
between imports and exports. The 
preceding year’s deficit was only 
572 million liras, which is also 
plenty... Hans Drick, Nazi "vo- 
lunteer" and athlete, winner of 
the pentathlon at the Berlin Olym- 
pics, lost out the other day in a 
Madrid sector. He will be buried 
in Germany.,. Flash! Any day 
now the world will be astounded 
by the announcement of a Society 
of Nations to rival the well-known 
League of Nations which, it will 
be recalled, was supposed to per- 
petuate peace. Whether headquar- 
ters are to be at Nuremberg or 
Munich will be decided by tossing 
a Banco de Franco peseta... Just 
in case you’ re not quite sure, Ja- 
pan has not yet declared war on 
China... Mickey Mouse and Donald 
Duck are banned from movie 
screens in Jugoslavia as being 
"anti-monarchist" and also "re- 
bellious". Don’t you think so?... 
General Ludendorff cashed in the 
other day. He invented totalita- 
rian warfare, but died in bed. He 
opposed Hitler's intervention in 
Spain as being small fry. The old 
boy was always nice to us. When 
he helped Hindenburg crush the 
Czarist army, he practically star- 
ted the October Revolution... The 
figures are official that the Moors 




in Spain from the Anyera district 
of Morocco have had 368 dead and 
830 wounded. The figures are of- 
ficial... A fascist soldier nabbed at 
Teruel cried, "Let me pray before 
you kill me." After he was given 
a chance to pray he was also gi- 
ven a meal, a trip to the rear, a 
pick and shovel and a job on the 
road. Was he also given a surpri- 
se?... "The long-awaited fascist 
offensive has begun", announced a 
political commissar to his men on 
an inactive front. "It has begun", 
he said, "and Teruel is ours!”... 
Time Magazine shows its impar- 
tiality by calling the rebels Righ- 
tists and us Leftists and tells this 
little tale: "The mere presence in 
the Balearic^ of Bruno Mussolini 
provoked so many bomb raids as 
Leftists tried to exterminate him, 
that Spanish Rightists were vas- 
tly relieved when Bomber Bruno 
flew back to Italy with part of his 
fascist squadron..." And this inte- 
resting item on the inevitable: "In 




sunny Morocco, impatient wives 
and sweethearts of Moors fighting 
under Rightist Franco demonstra- 
ted at Tetuan, screaming "We 
want our men back”, precipitated 
a bloody 24-hour riot put down 
by 130 executions..." Father Cou- 
ghlin goes back on the air again. 
Did someone say offensive?... 
When Cardinal Verdier, archbis- 
hop of Paris, returned from Rome 
and announced the desire of the 
Catholic Church to collaborate 
with all men of good will, regard- 
less of religious belief, the Nazi 
organ "Angriff” said, “The Vati- 
can is entering common action 
with Moscow." 
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Ralph Fo: 

A year ago this week the fam- 
ous No. 1 Company of British and 
1 ri sh comrades went th rough 
their baptism of fire with the 14th 
Brigade on the Cordova front. For 
the International Volunteers this 
was undoubtedly the most diffi- 
cult and most dangerous period of 
the war, a period when the fascists 
were advancing on all fronts, a 
period when the Loyalist forces 
were short of arms and had had 
no time for proper training. 

Under these circumstances it is 
not surprising that in those days 
casualties were heavy. The first 



and John 

of the famine which followed in 
the wake of the White Armies. He 
believed he saw in the new Rus- 
sian civilisation, even in those 
early troubled years, a solution 
to the world’s political difficulties. 
His experiences there gave the 
material for his first book, “Chil- 
dren of the Steppes” in which he 
showed distinct literary ability. 

Apart from his only novel 
“Storming Heaven”, Ralph Fox 
concentrated all his attention on 
political writings. His study of 
“Lenin” is perhaps the best writ- 
ten in the English language. In 
addition he wrote “Class Strugg- 
les in Britain", “The Colonial Po- 
licy of British Imperialism”, 
"France Faces the Future”, and 
“Genghis Khan”. Two books ap- 
peared posthumously, “The Novel 
and the People” in which he defin- 
ed his view of the relation bet- 
ween art and politics, and “Por- 
tugal Now”, a study of the cond- 
itions in Portugal at the time of 
the outbreak of the Spanish Reb- 
ellion. 



Cornford 

erything for the anti - fascist 
struggle. 

BRILLIANT POET 

John Cornford, young poet and 
brilliant university student, met 
death on his twenty - first birth- 




JOHN CORNFORD 



Review" in England and efforts 
are being made to collect all of 
his works in order to produce 
them in one volume. 

Comrade Cornford was one of 
the very first International Vol- 
unteers to arrive in Spain in the 
late summer of 1936. He took 
part in the defence of Madrid and 
after a short return home to deal 
with some personal affairs he ca- 
me back to take part in the action 
on the Cordova front where he met 
his death. His personality was 
tremendously vital, he was amaz- 
ingly cool in the difficult situat- 
ions during the actions in which he 
took part. He was a constant sour- 
ce of strength and inspiration to 
the group with which he fought. 
He was a great comrade and a 
brave soldier of Freedom. 



SOME SOLDIERS ARE 
SO ROUGH 

A raw young volunteer was re- 
ceiving tuition in bomb throwing 
from an instructor. After every- 
thing had been carefully explained 
to him, he was given a live bomb 
and told to throw it. 



He pulled out the pin and han- 
ded the bomb to his instructor, 




RALPH FOX 

Volunteers fought under almost 
unimaginably adverse conditions 
— conditions such as we shall 
never experience again in the cour- 
se of the war. 

Among those who died in this 
action the re we re t w o com rad es 
whose deaths represented not on- 
ly a great loss to the anti-fascist 
movement, but also a great loss 
to English letters. They were 
Ralph Fox and John Cornford. 

WORLD WRITER 

Ralph Fox was killed on the 3rd 
of January at the age of thirty- 
seven. He had already won a high 
place for himself among the lead- 
ing writers of the post-wax period. 
His influence among British int- 
ellectuals was far reaching and 
steadily growing, an influence di- 
rected towards drawing men of 
science and letters in ever closer 
contact with the proletarian mov- 
ement. 

In 1920 Ralph Fox joined the 
Friend’s Famine Relief Expedit- 
ion to the Samara region in South- 
East Russia to relieve the victims 




Ralph Fox not only wrote po- 
litically, but* also worked politic- 
ally. As a Communist, he took his 
place in the workers organisations 
and he lived, worked and taught 
alongside working men. His pre- 
sence in Spain was the proof of 
his readiness to combine practice 
with theory. His death was the 
proof that he was prepared not 
only to work, but to sacrifice ev- 



day. He was the most prominent 
leader of the Student movement 
in England, and his efforts, more 
than those of any other single in- 
dividual, helped forge unity of the 
Left wing student organisations. 

His active life left him little 
time for writing, but what he did 
do in this respect showed consid- 
erable promise. Several of his 
poems, mostly of an anti-fascist 
character, have appeared in “Left 



remarking: 

“Well, and what do I do now?” 
He was so deeply offended at 
the reply he received that he re- 
ported the instructor for using bad 
language. 



GROUf OF COMRADES attached to th* original Eriglivh-Speaking Company of the 14th Brigade. 
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PEASANTS ESTABLISH NEW COLLECTIVE FARM 
AND POINT TO THE WAY OF SOCIAL ABUNDANCE 



On July 23 st, 1936, barely 
. . > l! iv: after the military upris- 
ing in Spain, the little village of 
Valdeganga de Cuenca received a 
visit from a delegation purport- 
ing to he from the capital of the 
province. The delegation introd- 
uced themselves to Juan Ramon 
Laparra, the Mayor of the village, 
and, after following the usual 
Spanish custom of talking about 
everything except the businesss 
they had in mind, finally announc- 
r l that they had come to take 



over the estate of the rich lan- 
downer which lay within the ju- 
risdiction of the village and that 
henceforth this estate would be 
run by a workers’ committee in 
Cuenca. Fortunately for Valde- 
ganga its Mayor was a quick-wit- 
ted man. 

“That’s all very well", he said, 
"you may he the bosses in Cuen- 
ca, but 3 am the boss in Valde- 
ganga". 

He immediately summoned the 
village council, who unanimously 
decided that no other authority 
than the village of Valdeganga 
was legally entitled to take over 
the estate in question. The dele- 
gation returned to Cuenca empty- 
handed and the estate became the 
property of the people of the 
village. 

WAR HOSPITAL 

The estate is, indeed, a rich one. 
It consists of some 600 acres of 
cultivated land, practically the 
whole of which can„be irrigated, 
and over 5000 acres of pine woods. 



In addition the property includes 
one of the best known sanator- 
iums in the country, the mineral' 1 
waters of which are famed for 
their cure of rheumatism. There 
is a large house, accomodating 
over 100 patients, a bath-house 
and a swimming pool. The sanat- 
orium showed on the average an 
annual net profit of 20,000 pesetas. 

Now , the building has been 
given over to the British Medical 
Unit for the duration of the war 
for use as a convalescent home 



for wounded from the fronts. The 
people of Valdeganga have thus 
foregone the profits of running it 
as a health resort and have made 
this their contribution to those of 
their fellow-countrymen who are 
fighting for the freedom of Spain. 

The rest of the estate, however, 
remains in- the hands of the villa- 
ge. During the latter part of 1936 
it was run by a group of six fam- 
ilies who had either worked on 
the estate in the time of the land- 
lord or lived close by. It had no 
official status other than that it 
had been taken over by the vi- 
llage. 

In March of 3937, however, when 
the policy of the Government re- 
garding the development of collec- 
tive farms had been made clear, 
the Mayor summoned together all 
the inhabitants of the village and 
announced to them that the estate 
was to be converted Into a col- 
lective farm. Anyone who wanted 
had the right to Join the collect- 
ive, provided that he added to it 
whatever property {excluding hou- 
se, furniture; kitchen garden and 



small domestic animals) he hap- 

i 

pened to possess and provided 
that he became a member of one 
of the trade union organisations. 

COLLECTIVE STARTED 

The idea of collectivisation was 
beyond the comprehension of most 
of the inhabitants of Valdeganga, 
and even those who to some de- 
gree did understand what it in- 
volved, did not venture to throw 
in their lot with the collective 
farm. As a result of the meeting 
only three more families agreed 
to join in, who, together -with the 
six families working the land 
previously, made a total of nine. 
Any member of the village has 
the right to join the collective at 
a later date, provided that he 
complies with the above ment- 
ioned conditions. 

The nine families have now 
been working the land together 
since March. It has been a hard 
struggle, for 600 acres is a lot of 
land to till when one has no ma- 
chines. The ploughing is’ done by 
a pair of oxen and most of the 
other work by mules. When I re- 
marked on how well these ani- 
mals looked, the Mayor, who is 
also secretary of the collective 
farm, said: "Vcs, they look well 
and fat now. But they were very 
different when we took over. The 
former owners used to keep them 
half starved. And, indeed, it was 



not only the animals they kept in 
this condition. It was the same 
with the farm laborers, too. The- 
se men had to work from dawn 
till dusk and they were paid 600 



pesetas a year ($15 or $75 at the 
old rate of exchange). On this sum 
they had to support not only 
themselves, but also their famll- 




A LITTLE refreshment after work. 

ies. Many of them used to sleep in 
the stables with the mules, be- 
cause they had no other accomod- 
ation.'’ 

GOOD HARVEST 

The chief crop of the collective 
farm, is corn, although it has many 
ac^es of potatoes and vineyard as 
well. There are also over 300 head 
of sheep and goats. In 1937 there 
was an abundant harvest, one of 
the best ever known in that part 
of Spain. And t:o cope with the 
situation the collective farm bor- 
rowed a reaping machine, for 
otherwise it would have been im- 



possible to get in all the crop. 
The machine, although very old- 
fashioned, served its purpose and 
worked ten times as quickly as 
the peasants harvesting with 
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sickles. The machine cut the 
cornfields In the floor of the' val- 
ley, while on- the hillsides, where 
the slope is steep, sickles were 
still in use. The peasants would 
sing at intervals during their 
work and their song would spread 
out across the valley to the hills 
beyond. 

Valdeganga is a peaceful spot 
and there is little to interrupt the 
song of these happy peasants at 
work, happy, because for the first 
time in their hardworking lives, 
they are enjoying the fruits of 
their labor. Occasionally one hears 
the drone of a plane as it 
passes overhead. At such ti- 
mes the harvesters leave off their 
work and with their sickles raised 
in the air they wave to their he- 
roic aviators, the story of whose 
bravery and skill has reached eve- 
ry and corner of Republican 

Spah^Twice a day refreshments 




are taken out to the harvesters 
in the fields. Leaving their sickles 
embedded in a pile of sheaves, pi- 
led up on end so as to make a 
patch of shade in the parched 
cornfield, the harvesters gather in 
a circle for their meal. Out of the 
bread and the wine they make a 
soup, which quenches their thirst 
and nourishes them at the same 
time, while large pieces of meat 
are produced and eagerly devou- 
red. Harvesting in Spain creates 
an appetite. Shortly after noon 
the harvesters return to the ne- 
arby house where their midday 
meal awaits them. Then, during 
the hottest hours of the day, they 
take their siesta, lying in the 
shade of the elms that line the 
front of the house. The day is a 
long one, from daybreak until 
sunset, and this rest at half-time 
is a necessity for all. 

Harvesting by sickles is done in 
this collective farm by a group 



of ten men. The first takes a row, 

while the one following behind 

takes the next row to the right 

and so forth. In- this way ten men 

* 

cut as many rows at once, which 
is about the equivalent of one 
small machine. Each harvester 
gathers his corn in armfuls as he 
goes along, leaving it in bundles 
to his left. These bundles are then 
collected and tied into sheaves by 
a group of men known as “bin- 
ders". 

PROFITS INVESTED 

In war time, when the Govern- 
ment is sorely in need of all the 
wheat it can lay hands on, special 
measures have to be taken reg- 
arding the sale of the harvest. All 
the wheat in Republican Spain is 
bought up by the Government at 
a fixed price. Farmers, however, 
are entitled to keep enough wheat 
for their own needs and for the 
sowing of next year’s crop. 

In this collective farm there is 
no general distribution of profits 
at the end of the year. On the 
other hand, a fund is kept into 
which all the profits are paid and 
from which all workers over the 
age of fifteen receive 4 pesetas for 
each day they work. All general 
expenses of the farm, such as re- 
pairs and improvements, are also 
paid for out of this fund. Recen- 
tly a new cart was bought, which 
cost 1,000 pesetas. Should the re- 
sources of the fund show any 
great increase, the wage of 4 pe- 
setas a day would be raised accor- 
dingly. 

But even the rate of 4 pese- 
tas a day compares most favora- 
bly with the standard wage of 500 
pesetas a year paid by the for- 
mer landowners to the farm la- 
borers. Counting an average of 
300 days’ work for each man, one 



finds he earns 1,-00 pesetas an- 
nually or more than double what 
he received formerly. And in ad- 
dition to this sum in cash he re- 

> 

tains enough wheat, potatoes, 
meat, wine, etc., to keep himself 
and his family for the conning 
year, whereas previously he had 
to purchase all his food from thp 
landowner. 

BETTER LIFE 

For the present oqly the large- 
scale farming has been collectivi- 
sed, while such things as kitchen 
gardens, chickens, etc. have re- 
mained in private hands. Next 
season, however, collectivisation 
will be complete. The women, for 
example, whose task it is to look 
after the minute plots of kitchen 
garden laid out somewhere in the 
neighborhood of each cottage, will 
next year all work together and 
cultivate one large plot, which can 
be irrigated. In this way produc- 
tion will be considerably increased. 

The members of the Valdeganga 
collective farm are a hardworking 
but happy crowd of people. They 
are still poor, very poor if judged 
by British or American standards. 
But they are happy because they 



know they are on their way to a 
richer and better life, , because they 
are certain that henceforth they 
themselves, and not a rich land'ord 
living in Madrid, will enjoy the pro- 
fits accruing from what they pro- 
duce by the sweat of their brow. 



ARABS TRICKED BY 
ITALY FOR SERVICE 
IN SPAIN 

The Gibraltar correspondent of 
the London "Daily Herald” re- 
ports the latest developments as 
to how Franco’s “volunteers” of- 
fer their services. The article 
says : 

“Mussolini has found a new 
way to send reinforcements to 
Franco without violating the let- 
ter of the non-intervention agree- 
ment. By proclaiming himself pro- 
tector of Islam, the Italian dicta- 
tor has sent thousands of native 
Arabs from Italy’s North Afri- 
can colonies to Spain. The trick 
is as follows. The Italian autho- 
rities extend an invitation lo 
Arabs of Tri pol i arid Lybia to 
board ships which, they say, will 
go to Morocco; there they will be 
able to proceed to make a pilgri- 
mage to the sanctuary' of M'lluy 
Idris in French Morocco. 

“But the pilgrims never get to 
the holy city of Fez. for when 
they reach Melilla, in Spanish 
Morocco, they are signed up in 
the Foreign Legion by fascist re- 
cruiting officers, who tempt them 
with the pay of five pesetas a 
day. 

“It is calculated that in the 
last fortnight, seven to eight thou- 
sand Arabs have been enlisted in 
this manner. A secret air service 
has been organized to speed up 
transportation between Tripoli 
and Melilla, and between Midilla 
and Cadiz, This service opera e3 
daily.” 



GREETINGS TO PEOPLE’S ARMY 

The Minister of National Defense sends a message to the 
Republican Army: 

“In the dawning of the year 1938, I salute with;^le greatest 
Warmth the Armies of land, sea and air, who are so heroi- 
cally serving the people, of whom they are the innermos*. 
part. I express my profound desire for the triumph of on: 
cause, the justice of which proclaims itself to the entir 
world, and I cherish the tenderest remembrance of our com- 
rades who have succumbed in the combat. Soldiers, avtntors 
and sailors: Salud and Victory!” 







THE VOIX’NTEEA FOR 



CULTURE 
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THE FIFTEENTH HRIGADE boy*t jteMlnj; ready to move. Sketch drawn 

by Comrade Henryk. 



Where the Brigade last Tested, 
Headquarters were established in 
the private rooms of a riverside 
grainmlll. The mill was 'under the 
control of the U. G. T. The men 
who worked there spoke of their 
oil e ■pployer with a casual tole- 
rance. H chose to go, it was his 
own « fi ir. They might find him 
a job f he cared to come back. 

The machine rooms were spot- 
^ssly clean. Machinery was of the 
latest type, and wherever possible 
vas enclosed in polished wood. 
The power station generated 
enough current from the flow of 
the river to supply several sur- 
rounding villages with light. You 
could walk into any factory In 
an industrially developed city in 
Britain or America and see noth- 
ing that worked more smoothly 
or with less dust and noise. 

The man who formerly owned 
all this was making enough mo- 
ney out of it to cover extensive 
and elaborate improvements to 
hte pri\ ate quarters. He left be- 
fore Ui > were completed. Head- 
quarter; , taff ate their meals in 
his big ; ving-room. He had let 
himself g > nn this room; it was 
lavishly baronial, but its baronia- 
Usm was ck il dish and not like 
the bored, cynical waste of the 
seeded aristocracy. 

When a rich man does this sort 
uf tiling in Britain or the States, 
he generally makes a round of 
the antique- dealer! show-rooms 
and fills his rooms with products 
of the past. He may understand 
what he is doing, or he may not. 
Sometimes he orders a “period 
room”, and commissions a deco- 
rator to fix it up. 

In Spain not even the amateur 
baronialist needs to fall back 
upon past ages. Owing to the late 
industrial development of the 
country many feudal traditions 
long since de n d in Britain overlap 
here ir.to the present day, among 




them the traditions of craftsman- 
ship. Id the rural districts of 
Spain, and even In the cities, 
craftsmen are still working as 
their predecessors worked several 
centuries back. When the baro- 



nialist calls in his craftsmen, he 
is as likely to get good work as 
bad. It is difficult to give the ex- 
mill-owner credit for knowing the 
difference between them, because 
the work he accepted is of une- 
ven merit and the whole effect 
intolerably exaggerated. 

Every visible wooden surface in 
this room has been heavily car- 
ved. Some of the carving is in it- 
self very fine. Fantastic animals 
and foliage cover the beams of 
the ceiling, picked out here and 
there with colour. The garish vi- 
gour of these inventions .recalls 
Gothic carvings four or five cen- 
turies old. Not only has the trad- 
ition remained, but the life is still 
in it. 

Up in the village the peasants 
furnish their cottages with bet- 
ter taste than the rich man, 
though they are probably unawa- 
re of it. They plan more simply, 
but the same traditions are at 
their disposal. Here and in all the 
villages of Spain, pottery and 
woodwork in daily use is of the 
richest beauty. In England, such 
stuff exists in the homes not of 
the peasantry, but of a few peo- 
ple who have caught the enthu- 



siasm of William Morris, and not 
all of them share his understand- 
ing of social developments and 
their effect upon culture. 

When the Spanish Civil War 
has been won and the People’s 
Front Government continues un- 
der peace - time conditions its 
present energetic policy of cultu- 
ral development it will have the- 
se living traditions to call upon. 
Under the right control the cul- 
tural legacy of feudalism can be 
saved from the slaughter which 
has nearly or entirely extinguis- 
hed it in the industrially advan- 
ced countries. 

Rising capi tal ism looks after 
the material conveniences of life, 
invents machinery and, up to a 
point, encourages science, but it 
does little for culture. In so far 
as the human need for ornament 
can be put to profit, to that ex- 
tent capitalism will be interested 
in it. In the effort to extend its 
profits, it is concerned, an usual, 
with speed and quantity. Art is 
put on a mass -product ion basis. 
The craftsman’s enthusiasm) dis- 
appears. Ornament Is created, 
without interest or love. Deterio- 
ration is inevitable. 



I MILL 

There has been more bad art put 
into the world since the beginning 
of the Industrial Age than in any 
previous period of social develop- 
ment. The high standard of feu- 
dal art, however, was unstable 
because it was largely uncon- 
scious. It was not necessary than 
to emphasise the differences bet- 
ween good art and bad, since 
there was no great danger of the 
bad crowding out the good. No- 
body cou fd have Imagined then 
how far the standard was going 
to descend. 

Now, however, it will be im- 
possible not to be aware of the 
differences, for industrialism has 
established a wide margin of 
comparison, and the object les- 
son will remain in front of us as 
long as we need it. The task will 
be to make the craftsman more 
conscious of what he is doing, and 
so to put him in a position where 
he can not only continue his tra- 
dition but develop it, and relate It 
to the modem life around him. 
We shall see changes for the bet- 
ter. 

A nation fully conscious of the 
value of culture is well armed 
against reaction. The people ha- 
ve in their hands the material for 
the intellectual and emotional de- 
velopment that is the real stuff 
of civilisation. While reaction is 
still strong and has arms of Its 
own, the world has to fight for 
the elementary right to become 
civilised, with weapons that are 
forced upon it. Even so, and even 
under the restrictions of war, the 
growth of culture in Republican 
Spain continues. The efforts of 
the Government are justified by 
their effect on the spirit of the 
fighting forces. Some of us who 
come from countries industrially 
more advanced than Spain envy 
the Spanish people their future. 
With such a fine and wide-spread 
heritage of culture, they will pro- 
ve to have a firmer foundation 
than ourselves when the peace- 
time process of civilisation begins 
in its full intensity. 

The Brigade’s mill offered a 
picture in miniature of Spain’s 
transition. Old culture stood side 
by side with modem machinery. 
Signs of bad influences were the- 
re but their source was gone. The 
Spanish people were at work, 
controlling their own industry; 
and housed in the same building 
were Internationals of the army 
that is defending all that is best 
in Spain, for the sake of all that 
is best in the world. M. T. 
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PROF. HALDANE BACK IN SPAIN. 
WILL MAKE A SPECIAL STUDY 
OF BOMB-PROOF SHELTERS 



J. B. S. Haldane, Science Pro- 
lessor at University College, 
London, and one of the world's 
outstanding authorities on gas 
defense, has returned to Spain. 
Be has been here before, advising 
the Republican Government on 
precautions against gas attacks 
both at the front and in the rear. 
This tim e, he says, his mission is 
to learn from Spain the methods 
of protecting crowded cities aga- 




PROFESSOR HALDANE 

. Inst air raids. The elaborate meas_ 
> ores being taken by the British 
f Government for such contingen- 

■ cies have been severely criticized 
| on the grounds that maximum 
\ attention is devoted to wealthy re- 

sidential areas. 

: Professor Haldane is going to 

l examine the bomb-proof concrete 
i shelters in Madrid, Valencia, Bar- 
celona and elsewhere which have 
been built for all the people expos- 
' ed to danger from the air, "If I 
Had that this is true”, he said em- 
phatically, "I am going to raise 
: hell when I come back. What 
Spain can do In war time, London, 
Manchester, Glasgow and our ot- 
i her big cities can do in peace 
'time." 

LOT TO LEARN 

Continuing the same theme, 
Professor Haldane declared his 
conviction that the people of 
; Spain are doing the greatest 
work of the world today by beat- 
ing back the fascist onslaught. 

■ “We have a lot to learn from 
Spain," ha said. "We can learn 



how a people unites to defend its 
rights. We can learn how an ar- 
my is organized under working- 
class leaders. We can learn that 
measures of defense for women 
and children which the British 
Government says are hopelessly 
expensive are quite practicable in 
a land where lives count for mo- 
re than money." 

With the utmost sharpness Pro- 
fessor Haldane denounced the at- 
titude and policy of the British 
Government toward Loyalist 
Spain. He spoke clearly and bit- 
terly : “The British Government 
has deliberately and repeatedly 
broken international law in favor 
of fascism. And our ruling class 
is delighted if the fascists can 
also kill a few British boys who 
are willing to risk their lives for 
democracy. Yes, after all,” he ob- 
served, “they might be a nuisan- 
ce to their betters when they came 
home.” 

To Professor Haldane the victo- 
ry of the all-Spanish troops at Te- 
rn el is especially significant for 
having been achieved without any 
assistance from the International 
Brigades, but he expresses keen 
satisfaction with their constant 
readiness for action. 'After spen- 
ding several days with the Anglo- 
American Brigade, Professor Hal- 
dane, who was a captain in the fa- 
mous Black Watch Regiment du- 
ring the World War, said of his 
countrymen in Spain, “The Bri- 
tish Battalion is incomparably mo- 
re efficient than a year ago. It has 
good rifles and machine guns, and 
good discipline, though not yet 
perfect. On the other hand, its ve- 
ry high morale and its experience 
of war make it more than the 
equal of any British regular army 
battalion.” 



Stamp as T ribute 
to U. S. A. 

A Government decree last 
week authorized a special 
series of postal stamps 
commemorating the cordial 
relations that exist between 
the peoples of Spain and 
the United States. 



ELE6Y FOR OUR DEAD 

There is a place where, wisdom woa, right recorded, 
men move beautifully, striding across fields 
whose wheat, wind -marcelled, wanders unguarded 
in unprotected places; where earth, revived, folds 
all growing things closely to itself: the groves 
of bursting olives, the vineyards ripe and heavy with 
glowing grapes, the oranges like million suns; and graves 
where lie* nurturing all these fields, my friends in death. 

With them, deep in coolness, are memories of France and 
the exact fields of Belgium: midnight marches In snows — 
the single-file caravan high In the Pyrenees: the land 
of Spain unfolded before them, dazzling the young Balboa*. 
This earth is enriched with Atlantic salt, spraying 
the Uve, squinting eyelids, even now, of companions — 
with towns of America, towers and mills, sun playing 
always, in stone streets, wide fields — all men's dominions. 

Honor In this lies: that theirs is no special 
strange plot of alien earth. Men of ail lands here 
lie side by side, at peace now after the crucial 
torture of combat, bullet and bayonet gone, fear 
conquered forever. Yes, knowing it well, they were willing 
despite It to clothe their vision with flesh. And their rewards, 
not sought for self, Uve in new {faces, smiling, 
remembering what they did here. Deeds were their final words. 



E. B. 



Madrid, September 1937. 



A CHINESE SOLDIER 



My Chinese friend and I were 
sitting and smiling nt each other 
in the culture room of the hospi- 
tal when the radio began broad- 
casting in English. I listened for a 
moment and then turned to him. 
“Nanking", I said, “has fallen”. 

He nodded courteously, as al- 
ways, but his pleasant face did 
not change expression. He conti- 
nued to smile, his nearly maho- 
gany skin creasing around his 
narrow little friendly eyesv 

I felt almost hurt at his indif- 
ference. Could he remain uncon- 
cerned at the fall of his country’s 
capital to the murderous Japanese 
invaders? “Is it nothing?” I as- 
ked. We speak to each other in 
Spanish which neither of us know 
very well. Perhaps that was the 
reason I grasped his answer 
slowly. 

He said, “The floods cover many 
fields, but the farmers continue 
to plant seeds and tend the trees”. 

After a while he rose and lim- 
ped away. He got a buUet in the 
leg at Cuesta de la Reina some 
weeks ago with the French 14th 



Brigade, and just recently begad 
to walk. He has to use a cane. 

V 

As his stocky figure began as- 
cending the stairs to the room 
in which he sleeps, a little Spa- 
nish nurse flew to help him. His 
smile was the same as ever, but 
he refused. For perhaps a full 
minute it was a duel between two 
kinds of graciousness. Finally, re- 
luctantly, she permitted him to 
go. 

He started up the stai rs, the^ 
cane in his right hand, the banis- 
ter in his left. He went very 
slowly. But he never faltered. The 
friendly little altercation with 
the nurse had aroused the atten- 
tion of all in the room. Every- 
body had raised his head from 
book or domino game. There were 
Germans, Poles, Americans, 
Frenchmen, Roumanians, Swedes 
and Spaniards. They did not take ' 
their eyes from him. 

And thus, with all the world 
watching to see if he could do it, 
a wounded Chinese comrade slowly' 
climbed the stairs to the very top. 

M. k, 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



From the Madrid F. U. E. to All Students 
In the International Brigades 

Thr I nivcrsitv iuni Student Federation ( F. F. F.) of Ma- 
drid Is .uivious to achieve closer connudeshlp with the stu- 
dents fighting in the International Krigadt'N, and appeals to 
them to get in toueh as soon as possible with the headquar- 
ters of the Madrid 1, 1. F.. Falle de San Boriiardlnn, 14. 

The Madrid students are promt to regard their International 
comrades as honorary ii:eml>ers of the l . F. F. H. They are 
deeply moved by the saeriliee and hcrdisni of these comrades 
in tiie war in Spain. ;utd they want to express their gratitude 
iti some way. They want to establish close and friendly rela- 
tions with them and show them that they are living in a 
brother count r> which regards them a* its finest sons- 

For this Raison tjiv Madrid F. V. F. wishes to get in touch 
with these coiYirades so as to offer them our assistance and 
do every tiling in our power to help them. 

At the .Madrid Students’ Club, the students of the Interna- 
tional Brigades who are on leave in our capital will shortly 
have the opportunity to devote their leisure moments to edu- 
cational and cultural work which will bring the Spanish and 
international students closer and closer together. 

We wish to establish relationships of a permanent character 
not only with the foreign romrades who are fighting in 
Spain but also with the students and the student organisa- 
tions of ail countries, so as to build up, day by day, the mass 
student movement of unity against fascism and in defence 
of pence, liberty and culture. 



EXKCtTIVK COMMITTEE OF THE F. L. K. 

OF MADItJJ) 



l.L.:ernbci 23. 1337. 



Italians Still Mee^With Armed Hostility 

From Ethiopians 



Mussolini seeks new victims for 
his aggressions, but he cannot 
seem to make a repl job of the 
conquests he so triumphantly pro- 
claims to Italy. Ethiopia, for 
example, is far from being as fully 
subjugated as the Italian war 
machine, rolling over unarmed 
native troops, expected it would 
be by now. Reports filter through 
the rigorous censorship and all 
bring the same news. Italian dif- 
ficulties in Ethiopia are steadily 
increasing. 

The London "'rimes” is the re- 
liable source indicating Mussoli- 
ni's latest worries in the conque- 
red territory. Essential supplies 
are quite scarce, aixl gasoline and 
other imported raw materials are 
subjected to the strictest ration- 
ing. Viceroy Graziani was forced 
to issue a decree to that effect. 
Cars an^truoics may be used only 
in cases of absolute necessity. 

MERCHANTS UNEASY 

Other symptoms of alarm to 
fascist headquarters are the un- 
willingness of home firms to send 
further exports to dealers In 
Ethiopia until existing debts are 
paid, and the discontent among 



Italian businessmen generally 
over the lack of opportunity and 
actual loss of money al ready suf- 
fered in Ethiopian trade. Rules 
and regulations are not solving 
the problem. 

They surely cannot alleviate 
the mounting unrest among the 
Italian soldiers on duty in Ethio- 
pia. The correspondent says, "De- 
serters frequently surrender at the 
French Somaliland frontiers. 
About a fortnight ago a gioup of 
ten *"soldiers gave themselves up 
to the Freaen authorities, giving 
as explanation Lue terrible hard- 
ships they had to sutler and 
harsh treatment by tneu supe- 
riois.” 

Meanwhile guerilla warfare 
goes on unceasingly. Night at- 
tacks on truck convoys aie com- 
mon ana Italians are found dead 
every day. A series of mass oxe- 
c u liuns of nati ves has not hau 
the result of breaking tneir spi- 
rit, Although Addis Ababa and 
the larger cities are considered 
sale, Italian officials ana mer- 
chants will not go elsewnere wi- 
thout heavily armed guards. 

l_M^ — — ■' ™ 




HE LEARNED HIS 
LESSON 

Orders against looting are very 
striuL. Military gear thrown away 
by tiie evacuating fascists and 
trifles left about the streets are 
legitimate capture. The dangers of 
taking such stuff are not disci- 
plinary, but can be equally sharp. 

A comrade from New Zealand 
held an experience in Villanueva 
de la Cafiada which will discoura- 
ge him for a long time from ap- 
propriating things that once be- 
longed to fascists, when next he 
finds himself in a captured vil- 
lage. 

In Villanueva he picked up a 
good fascist coat. Though he to- 
re off the falangist badge, it stiil 
.iooked like what it was. He found 
a mauser gun, for which he dis- 
carded his own. He put a few fas- 
cist papers in his pocket as keep- 
sakes, also a rubber stamp. 

Further on, being separated 
from ids unit, he encountered so- 
me Spanish comrades from ano- 
ther Brigade. At such times, eve- 
rybody is on the alert. 

"What's this gun?” said one. 

A To.'ist would probably have 
givta the answer he gave. They 



looked at his coat. Its origin was 
obvious. They searched his poc- 
kets and found the papers and 
the stamp, 

A crowd collected. 

"Fascist spy!” shouted some- 
body. 

“Stand aside,” cried a man with 
a revolver “I’ll put him under 
arrest.” 

Th« New Zealander heard the 



click of a gun being cocked. To 
hia dying day he will never for- 
get that sound. 

Had not a Portuguese comrade 
rushed up and identified him, his 
dying day would have overtaken 
him then and there. 

In the future, he will he more 
careful how he snaps up the un- 
considered trifles that fascists 
have left behind. 



U. S. MEDICAL BUREAU 
TO AID CHINA 

The American Medical Bureau 
to Ani tipamsn Democracy win 
aiso aid China. Dr. waiter d. Can- 
non, noted physiologist of Harv- 
ard University and national cha- 
irman of tne Medical Bureau, has 
uuered the services of more than 
a hundred leading members of the 
meaical profession to organizat- 
ions arranging help for the Chi- 
nese people. Dibcrty-loving Amer- 
icans, Dr. Cannon said, still bel- 
ieve in democracy ami abhor fa- 
scism wherever it appears. 

Dr. Cannon's statement said, "In 
view of the fact that our limited 
and overworked forces are labor- 
ing day and night to render ade- 
quate medical aid to Spain, we 
offer as a concrete expression of 
our sympathy, to place at the 
disposal of all individuals and 
groups who wish to render med- 
ical aid to China, the technical 
facilities we have developed in our 
past year's experience in helping. 
Loyalist Spain. ” 
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NEWS IN 



R I E F 



HAMILTON, ONTARIO.— Ma- 
jor .Ludwig Renn, commander of 
the 11th Brigade, now on leave of 
absence for propaganda purposes, 
addressed a large audience here, 
and showed that most newspapers 
falsify reports on the true situa- 
tion in Spain. The People's Army, 
he asserted, is prepared for any- 
thing and may even take the of- 
fensive before the enemy start 
theirs. This speech was made two 
weeks before Teruel forced all the 
newspapers of the world to wake 
up to the truth of the internatio- 
nally famous anti-fascist author’s 
statements. 

BARCELONA. — At a meeting 
of Socialist Deputies in the Spa- 
nish Cortes it was agreed to pro- 
pose to the Second International 
that an international assembly of 
Socialist parliamentarians be held 
In a city in Spain. The meeting was 
attended by Indalecio Prieto, Lar- 
go Caballero, Alvarez del Vayo 
and Ramon Lamoneda, of the 
Committee for the Unification of 
the Socialist and Communist Par- 
ties, 




— A delegation of Madrid 
journalists * .tending the Exposi- 
tion of Madrid, showing how the 
city was attacked and is being de- 
fended, received a gift for Gene- 
ral Miaja, consisting of a Mauser- 
type rifle, light machine-gun 
and a Schneider-type rifle. All of 
these weapons were manufactured 
in Catalonia. 

— The National Plenum of the 
Syndicalist Party has unanimous- 
ly elected Marin Civera as chair- 
man of its national executive 
Committee. He succeeds Angel 
Pes tafia, leader of the Syndicalist 
Party for several years, who died 
recently of long-standing illness. 
The plenum decided to erect a 
mausoleum in his memory. 



NEW YORK CITY.— Taxi-dri- 
vers throughout the city are on 
strike to force the companies to 
comply with union contracts 
drawn up last June. The number 
of men involved is 4,300 and is 
increasing steadily as the strike 
progresses. 

NEW YORK. — Mayor La Guar- 
dia is definitely a member of the 
American Labor Party according 
to the election law of New York 
State, since he enrolled under its 
emblem during registration week 
last. October. His wife did like- 
wise. 

The six councilmen elected by 
the American Labor Party deci- 
ded, at their first caucus, to con- 
centrate on a fight against high 
food prices and rents, and will 
demand a yardstick power plant, 
municipal ownership of transit and 
a city-owned milk distributing 
system. The Labor Party delega- 
tion consists of B. Charney Vla- 
deck, Manhattan, who was named 
chairman, Louis Hollander and 
Andrew R. Armstrong, Brooklyn, 
Michael J. Quill and Salvatore 
Ninfo, the Bronx, and Charles 
Belous, Queens. 

Peter M. Cacchione, Communist 
candidate who lost out by only 
245 votes in Brooklyn, is driving 
powerfully for a recount which 
may still elect him by revealing 
strongly suspected vote-manipula- 
tions on the part of Tammany 
Hall. 

— Without changing its pro- 
gram, the American League Aga- 
inst War and Fascism has enlar- 
ged its popular appeal by altering 
its name to the American League 
For Peace and Democracy. 

MOSCOW. — A trade treaty has 
been signed between the Soviet 
Union and Lithuania, establishing 
mutual import and export quotas 
for 1938. 

— Final returns on the elec- 
tions In the U! S. S. R. have put 
1,114 members into the Supreme 
Soviet. Of these, many are women. 
Total votes cast were 90,319,346, 
showing that 96.5 % of citizens 
eligible to vote actually used the 
ballot. It was the largest election 
the world ever saw. 

YPRES, BELGIUM.— Setting a 
new world's record for its class, 
a Belgian biplane sped 2000 ki- 
lometers in 8 hours and 8 seconds. 
The average velocity was just a 
shade less than 250 kilometers an 
hour. 

PARIS. — Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Delbos rendered a report 
to the French Senate on his con- 
versations in London and the re- 




WASHING-UP daring off-moments behind the lines. 



suits of his recent trip through 
Central Europe. The report has 
not yet been made public. 

LONDON.— Another British de- 
legation will visit Loyalist Spain. 
They will come after the New 
Year holidays. The group will con- 
sist of about twenty members, re- 
presenting various political opin- 
ions, including laborites, liberals, 
members of the House of Lords 
and perhaps conservatives as 
well. 

— The "Times" publishes the 
statement forced from Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden as a re- 
ply to a parliamentary inquiry 
concerning the damage inflicted 
on British vessels in- Spanish wa- 
ters. According to these figures, 
twenty-five ships have been atta- 
cked in the period from the be- 
ginning of the war until August 
1937. Eight of them were Royal 
Navy, while the others belonged 
to merchant marine. Damage was 
caused, the statement admits, by 
bombs, cannon-fire, torpedees 
from submarines, aerial machine- 
gunning, and floating mines, but 
"in some cases it has not been 
possible to determine with certa- 
inty who was responsible for the 
incidents.'* 

— The "Daily Herald” announ- 
ces that the British Army will 
shortly begin using a new type 
of rifle. It will be much heavier 
than the present one and will have 
double the caliber. It will use bu- 
llets that are not only tank-pierc- 
ing but explosive as well. Prep- 



arations are also being made for 
a new and more effective model 
of anti-tank gun. 

VATICAN CITY.— Almost the 
whole of the Pope's Christmas 
message, usually devoted to an 
annual survey of the world scene, 
is concerned with Nazi Germny’s 
policy on religion. "We have to 
pronounce solemnly and concrete- 
ly", the message stated, "that in 
Germany there exists a true sys- 
tem of religious persecution, des- 
pite all affirmations to the con- 
trary”. Making the demand that 
"Germany become again the Ger- 
many that we used to love”, the 
message says further "So grave is 
the religious persecution that we 

find it carried out with measures 

* 

including brutality, violence, fal- 
sity, fraud and lies”. 

MEXICO CITY.— The Confeder- 
ation of Mexican Workers is sum- 
moning a continental congress of 
democratic forces to initiate com- 
mon international action against 
the spread of fascism on the Ame- 
rican continents. Among the poli- 
tical organizations who will attend 
are the Uruguay Socialist Party, 
the Argentine Socialist Party, 
the Argentine Radical Party, the 
Argentine Socialist Labor Party, 
all the parties of the Popular 
Front of Chile, all the parties 
supporting the present govern- 
ment of Colombia, the A. P. R. A. 
Party of Peru, and the Democrat- 
ic and Socialist Parties of Cuba 
and Central America 
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Ita ian “Volunteers” Get not received ^ s P a “- “> d ^ 

demanded the bonus guaranteed 

Poor Treatment 



at the time he enlisted. After 



Australian C. P. Greets 

■ 1 ■ i 

Volunteers) Nurses 
in Spain 

“The Australian labor move- 
ment and all friends and suppor- 
ters of democracy and peace are 
filled with pride and joy at the 
heroic endeavors of the sons and 
daughters of the Australian and 
New Zealand toiling people now 
assisting the valorous Spanish 
people defend ita liberty against 
the fascist hordes of Hitler, Mus- 
solini and Franco.” 

With these words the Commu- 
nist Party of Australia sends a 
letter of greetings to the Austra- 
lian nurses and fighters with the 
International Brigades. Grieving 
for Jack Barry and E. Dickenson, 
who were killed in action, the let- 
ter says, “Workers will always 
cherish their names and those 
with them, the living symbols of 
international fraternity.” 

The letter points out that thou- 
sands of Australian people are 
responding to the appeals of 
Comrade Lows on, recently retur- 
ned from service in Spain, and 
that the organization of material 
aid to the anti-fascist struggle is 
steadily reaching higher levels. 
The letter concludes: 

' All this guarantees that the 
final victory will rest with the 
cause served so nobly by the sons 
and daughters of Australian de- 
mocracy, the truest representati- 
ves of the great tradition of Aus- 
tralian freedom, won in the strug- 
gle against convictism j at the Eu- 
reka Stockade, in the anti-cons- 
cription victories, in the struggle 
of the labor movement. The vic- 
tory will be ours, the victory of 
peace, of democracy, of Interna- 
tionalism, over the enemies of hu- 
manity, civilization and culture 
— Hitler, Mussolini and Franco.” 



Poumists Kicked Out of 
Valencia Council 

The two P. O. U. M. members 
of the Valencia City Council have 
been deposed by order of the Ci- 
vil Governor of Valencia. This ac- 
tion follows the withdrawal of se- 
veral other party groups from the 
Council as a protest against the 
presence of the P. O. U. M. 

The P. O. U- M. is accused by 
the Civil Governor of attacking 
the Government as well as the 
other political and trade-union or- 
ganisations and of carrying out a 
policy of disruption. 



The treatment received by Mus- 
solini's “volunteers” when they 
return disabled is the subject of 
a report from reliable sources. 
Hundreds of Italians, wounded in 

Spain, have been landing for the 
past few weeks at Naples, Gaeta 
and Spezia. Their families are not 
notified, and the soldiers are plac- 
ed in special hospitals from which 
all visitors are excluded. They are 
isolated to prevent any news of 
their activities or present condit- 
ion becoming known to the public. 

When discharged from the hos- 
pital these soldier* make contact 
with their families for the first 
time and then discover that the 
fascist authorities have not kept 
the promise to support their dep- 
endents, a promise given to all 
these “volunteers”. 

One of these Italian soldiers, 
badly wounded in the Asturias 
battles, found his family close to 
starvation. He applied to the go- 
vernment for pay which he had 



many delays his claim was at last 
refused on the ground that no 
appropriation had yet been made 
for such purposes. 



Harry Pollitt Pays 
Christmas Visit 

Welcome visitor to Spain this 
Christmas tide was Harry Pollitt, 
British working-class leader. Ha- 
rry’s visits — this is his third in 
1937 — are welcome not only be- 
cause of - his cheery personality 
and the personal interest he takes 
in every comrade but also becau- 
se it is now an established cus- 
tom that when Harry comes he 
literally brings good cheer. This 
time it took the shape of a 
Christmas present and a perso- 
nal greeting to every man. Not 
content with visiting the XV Bri- 
gade, Harry toured every hospi- 
tal and even found time to pay 
the Anglo-American delegation at 
Madrid a visit. His coming here, 
as everywhere else, was the oc- 
casion of an impromptu and en- 
joyable celebration. 



Lpnjfcn Labtfr Ralli*$ 
'To Afd ^ p a m • 
Attlee ' Speaks 

Ten thousand people packea the 
London Albert Hall' and mi over- 
flow had to be brought to Ham- 
mersmith Town Hall when Major 
Attlee and Labour Party collea- 
gues held a meeting in support of 
the democratic Government of 
Spain on Dec. 19. The meeting 
was a warning to the British Go- 
vernment, declared Chairman 
George Dallas. Dealing with the 
reactionary proposal to grant bel- 
ligerent rights to Franco, Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps, M. P., emphasised 
“they shall not get away with it”. 
Major Attlee, 'detailing his expe- 
riences in Spain, pointed out that 
those who argued religion is at 
stake are “using the religious is- 
sue for their own material inte- 
rests.” 

An appeal for 1.000 pounds for 
Spain realised subscriptions total- 
ling 3.300 pounds. Mr. Uoyd 
George suscribed 10 pounds. 



Irish Labor Opposes 
De Valer.a Constitution 

IRELAND. — Mr. de Valera’s new 
Constitution which came into for- 
ce recently replaces but does not 
materially alter Mr. Cosgrave'* 
Constitution of 1923. Highlights 
of the new Constitution axe: sub* 
titution of the name Eire (Irel- 
and) for the name Irish Free 
State; a claim (which will not be 
enforced) of jurisdiction over the 

partitioned North-East; provision 
for the UachtarAn (President) of 
Eire. In effect, the Constitution 
declares — but will not enforce — 
a free united Ireland. It is op- 
posed by Republican and Labour 
Parties. 

In Parliament last week, La- 
bour leaders bitterly assailed Mr. de 
Valera's virtual recognition of the 
fascist conquest of Ethiopia. Oc- 
casion was the announcement that— 
the Irish Free State was accredit- 
ing a Minister to “the King of 
Italy and Emperor of Abyssinia.” 
Mr. de Valera, hacked by his po- 
litical opponents of the Cosgrave 
party, pleaded that he was not 
recognising the annexation of 
Ethiopia, but merely “recognis- 
ing the name taken by the Ita- 
lian sovereign!” 



DIANA (U. G. T.). — Urra. 0. Madric 
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LISTER, PEOPLE’S SOLDIER, RAISED TO RANK 
OF LIEUT.-COL. DY NEW GOVERNMENT DECREE 




LISTER 

A Division ■ Commander of the 3th 
Army Corps of- the People’s Army. 



Enrique Lister, commander of 
the famous division that hears his 
name, has been promoted from 
the rank of major to that of lieu- 
tenant-colonel; His elevation is 
the first to take place under the 
Raw decree of the 'Ministry of De- 
fense, which changes the rule 
that men who were hot profes- 
sional soldiers before the war may 
not reach higher rank than ma- 
jor. This rule, enacted by the pre- 
vious Largo Caballero govern- 
ment, could not attempt to limit 
the degree of responsibility that 
able members of the People's Ar- 
my might assume. It simply res- 
tricted their official status. Thus 
tt happens that men of the peo- 
ple have risen to the command of 
brigades and even of divisions 
without having the title corres- 
ponding to their posts. 

Certain leaders, tried and tes- 
ted under the fire of many battles, 
have seen their names become by- 
words for heroism add skill. Their 



men will follow them to hell and 
the people of Spain Idolize them; 
Among them are Valentin Gon- 
zales, a peasant now famous as 
“El Campesino", Modesto, a car- 
penter, Duran, a musician, and 
Lister, a stone-cutter. But as they 
were not professionally trained 
soldiers, they have remained as 
majors. That formality, however, 
has never handicapped their ef- 
forts. 

Lister's promotion will undoub- 
tedly be followed by others, for 
the decree states “It Js necessary 
and just that each boldier of the 
new Army should carry in his 
knapsack the baton of a field 
marshal.”. The division comman- 
ded by Lister occupied one of the 
most crucial positions at Teruel. 
During the fascist counter- offen- 
sive the Lister division withstood 
a series of terrific attacks against 
their lines without losing an inch. 
This achievement perhaps acco- 
unts for his selection as the first 
He utenent- colonel to emerge from 
the people’s ranks.' 

LED 5th REGIMENT 

All political quarters are ap- 
plauding this act of recognition 
of one of the very great com- 
manders of the People’s Army. It 
is only a proper official reward 
to a man, a worker, a leader, who 
in 1932 was sentenced to 30 years’ 
imprisonment as a dangerous la- 
bor agitator; who in July 1936 
was in the crowd that stormed 
Montafia Barracks in Madrid and 
prevented the treacherous garri- 
son from handing over the city 
to the fascist generals; who, a 
few days later, was up in the 
Guadarrama Mountains as a sol- 
dier of the unforgettable Fifth 



Regiment, which fought not only 
the enemy troops but also aga- 
inst chaos, and prevailed over 
both; who eventually became the 
elected commander -in-chief of the 
Fifth Regiment, remaining in that 
difficult poet until a abort time 
before the regiment voted itself 
out of existence as a political en- 
tity and gave the original exam- 
ple to other independent militia 
units of single-minded loyalty to 
the People’s Front Government 
alone. 

THRU MANY CAMPAIGNS 

The Government chose Enrique 
Lister to organize, the first briga- 
de of the People’s Army. He took 



■ ^ ■ . ■ ■ ■ • 

the volunteers, untrained men 

mostly but lion-hearted anti- 
fascists like himself, and what he 
did with them i a known to two 
armies — ours, who admire the Lis- 
ters, and the fascists, who fear 
them. Into the most vital cam- 
paigns mid through the most de- 
cisive battles — 'Madrid, Caraban- 
chel, Jarama, Guadalajara, Tole- 
do, Valdemoros, Brunete, Belchi- 
te and now Teruel — he has led 
the flower of Spain’s heroic man- 
hood. The whole world knows 
what they have achieved. And 
Lister’s name has become a sym- 
bol of flaming personal courage, 
of brilliant leadership, and of pro- 
found popular faith. 



PLEDGE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
BRIGADE SOLDIER 

(This pledge was taken by the 15th Brigade Training Camp 

soldiers on January 1, 1988.) ' . 

We promise, on this New Year’s day, to renew our Pledge: 

With all our hearts, we shall fight untU we win our Vic- 
tory over fascism. 

We shall carry out our duties in the Republican Army of 
the Spanish Republic, carry forward the victory of Te- 
ruel to its final conclusion, and. If necessary give our lives for 
this cause. 

We pledge to fight the enemy, at the front and defeat the 
enemy In the rear. 

We pledge to fight and carry on until the heart of fascism 
has been destroyed throughout all the world. 

We pledge to the working class of all the world that we 
will carry high their banner. 

We thank the Spanish people for this opportunity to Join 
them In their struggle. 

We pledge our Victory as vengeance for our fallen com- 
rades. 
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TERUEL RENEWS ANCIENT ROLE IN WAR FOR FREEDOM 




Ol'it SOLDIERS walking through one of the streets In Teruel after we 

had taken it. 



In connection with the libera- 
tion of Teruel by tht, Republican 
forces, it is interesting to note 
that this is not the first time that 
Teruel has played a role in Span- 
ish wars for freedom. The Carlists, 
one of the fascist organizations 
amoug the rebels, were among 
those who attempted to defend 
the city during the present war. 
But during the Carlist war that 
broke out during the 1840‘s, they 
were the ones who besieged the 
city, which was in the hands of 
the liberals. On July 2, General 
Ramon Maria Narvaez, a com- 
mander of the liberals, left Va- 
lencia with 3600 soldiers arid 300 
cavalrymen to come to the aid 
of the besieged city. 

Twenty-six hundred reactionary 
Carlists, under the leadership of 
Enna, were laying siege to Te- 
ruel. There were very few defen- 
ders in the city at that time; and 
the place was defended by two 
things principally. The first was 
its geographical position surroun- 



ded as it was, and still is, by na- 
tural fortresses. And the second 
factor making for its defense was 
the inefficiency, the apathy, and 
the lack of enthusiasm on the part 
of Enna, the Carlists, leader, 
a man who stood in fear of 
every obstacle and difficulty that 
confronted him. 

Another of the Carlist reaction- 
ary leaders who was attacking 
Teruel together with Enna, loo- 
ked with distaste at the dange- 
rous inaction into which the latter 
had sunk. He therefore convinced 
Enna that, instead of waiting to 
be attacked by the liberal com- 
mander, Narvaez, the Carlist3 
should march toward the oncom- 
ing column of liberals and attack 
them. It was the plan of Inestai, 
which was the name of the second 
Carlist leader, to have his troops 
put aside everything but arms and 
ammunition, and then attempt a 
surprise attack against the libe- 
rals, while they were asleep. 

In the early hours of July 3rd, 



Inestai set out to carry through 
h's surprise attack. Six hours la- 
ter he heard that Enna's men, 
who were to have fought at his 
side' were deserting en masse. A 
return march to put an end to 
this cowardice was now necessa- 
ry. This delay smashed his plans, 
and his own troops became demo- 
ralized by contact with Enna’s 
men. By the time the liberals 
reached Teruel, they were able to 
march into it without a fight for 
the discouraged Carlists had rai- 
sed their siege and left before 
their enemies could get close eno- 
ugh to attack. 

Narvaez, the liberal, followed 
up his advantage at once. He sent 
his cavalry after the fleeing Carl- 
ists. The cavalry was unable to 
overtake the fugitive reactiona- 
ries. But Narvaez himself conti- 




SAGUXTO HIGHWAY alone which 
the civilians were evacuated. 



ruel salient and is of great stra- 
tegic importance to the fascists, 
w'ho still control it. 

Both Teruel and Calatayud we- 
re of great importance in the 
Carlist war of 1843. They are 
both of great importance in the 
present war of independence. In 
1843, the liberals defended Teruel. 
and were not defeated. In 1637 
the- fascists were the ones who 




ONE of th© little towns that fell with Teruel, 



nued to press north with his men 
until he reached the city of Ca- 
latayud. The name of this city 
should be borne in mind by all. 
It stands at the mouth of the Te- 



defended it. But despite their im- 
mense fortifications, and their ex- 
cellent war material, they were 
unable to hold it against the for- 
ces of Spanish freedom. 




I.fft ; Scmlnury. 



Center: Civil Guard Barrack*. Right: Civil Government building. 

View of Teruel — picture taken from the south-western part of the captured city. 
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!F FRANCO RESORTS TO POISON GAS- 



First Article of Two Telling What Gas Is, 
The Way to Combat It and Why Fascists 
Hesitate to Begin. — By a World 
Famous British Biologist 

PROF. 

J. B. S. HALDANE 



A year ago it was thought li- 
kely .that the fascists would use 
gas against the loyal Spanish ar- 
my. They have not done so yet, 
but they very well may. So eve- 
ry comrade should know the sim- 
ple essentials of gas warfare. 

The enemy will probably use 
one of three kinds of substance, 
a choking gas, a blistering vapor 
or a smoke causing- sneezing. All 
these are comirjcnly called “gas". 
It is very unikely that they will 
U 3 e other gases, for example tho- 
se which cause tears but not 
choking, for they are not huma- 
nitarians. Nor will they use hy- 
drogen cyanide, for some choking 
gases are ten or twenty times as 
poisonous. 

MUSTAKD GAS 

It is often thougm, that terrible 
new gases have been Invented. I 
do not believe this. Mustard gas, 
the worst so far produced, was 
invented fifty years ago. There 
re many more poisonous subs- 
tances, for example diphtheria to- 
xin. But their molecules are too 
big to allow them to vaporize, 
and substances with small mole- 
cules have been pretty well stu- 
died without finding any very 
tad new poisons Finally, if Hitler 
has a new and very deadly poison 
(which I don't believe), he will 
keep it for use on Paris, Moscow 
or London rather than try it in 
Spain where a victory would not 
win the world for fascism. 

Choking gases, such as phosge- 
ne and tri-chlor-methyl-chlorofor- 
mate, attack the lungs and eyes 
at once. They are dangerous but 
not treacherous, except that after 
a fit of violent coughing a man 
may think he has recovered, and 
then go down with lung inflam- 
mation. Your mask gives absolu- 
tely complete protection. 

Blistering gases, of which mus- 
tard gas is the worst, are treach- 
erous. Mustard gas is the vapor 
of an oily liquid, which attacks 
your eyes, lungs and skin, in that 
order. But the eyes are only af- 
fected two hours after exposure 
to the vapor, and the lungs and 
skin later. Your mask protects 
your eyes and lungs completely, 

your skin not at all. 

You may get blistered even 
when wearing a mask, but the 
blisters are not fatal, nor do they 
leave permanent scars. Of 170,000 
British casualties from mustard 
gas in the last war, only one in 
40 died, and less than one in 100 
was invalided for more than six 
months. The deaths were all due 



to not put ling nn the masks in- ti- 
me. Four of the 170,000 were 
blinded. 

Sneezing is caused by arsenical 
smokes, often after quite a long 
deiay. They also cause violent 
pains in the head for a few hours, 
but never kill. Your mask may 
not give absolutely complete pro- 
tection in very dense smoke. If a 
little gets through, don't take the 
mask off. You will be worse off 
without it. 

Mustard gas and Lewisite, 
which has similar blistering pro- 
perties, and a smell like gera- 
niums, are called persistent, be- 
cause when they have been scat- 
tered over ground in a liquid form 
this ground is contaminated for 




a time varying from about two 
days in hot weather to two weeks 
in cold weather. Other types of 
gas are called non-persistent, be- 
cause they clear away in a few 
minutes if there is a wind or in a 
few hours in calm weather. 

METHODS USED 

In the war of 1914-1918 and 
later wars these gases were used 
in five different ways. They were 
first of all released in great clouds 
from cylinders in the trenches. 
Such methods are quite impossi- 
ble in hiliy country, though they 
were effective on the flat plains 
of Belgium and Russia. They were 
also fired in drums from trench 
mortars of a“ special type with a 
range up to about 700 metres. 
They were released from shells. 
They were dropped in bombs from 



aeroplanes. Dichlor-ethyl-sulphide 
was sprayed from aeroplanes in 
Abyssinia. 

They can be used for three dis- 
tinct. purposes. Cloud and shell at- 
tacks were used to break the line, 
trench mortar and bomb attacks 
to cause casualties. Ground was 
sprayed with mustard gas in or- 
der to deny it to both sides. For 
example, during big attacks the 
Germans shelled with mustard gas 
at each side of the sector whe- 
re they were trying to break 
through, to prevent British coun- 
ter-attacks. On the actual front 
of attack they used high explosive 
shells, and non-persistent gas and 
smoke. 

GAS ATTACK UNLIKELY 

Why hasn’t Franco used gas in 
Spain ? Some of you may think 
that he is such a perfect gentle- 
man that he would not like to ma- 
ke even the dogs and mules cough, 
let alone you. There are other 
rather better reasons. The terrain 
is unsuitable, especially for cloud 
attacks. During most of the year 
the ground is so hot that vertical 
air currents would lift gas off the 
ground and scatter it in the air. 
So if there Is a gas atack I ex- 
pect it will be made before the 
end of March. Possibly a night at- 
tack might be practical later. 

But the main reason is someth- 



ing else. Suppose I am shelling a 
kilometre of front; if I put over 
1000 high explosive shells I ex- 
pect to kill 10 times as many peo- 
ple as if I had put over 100. With 
1000 gas shells I expect to kill 
20 or 50 as many as with 100. Ga- 
ses are not poisonous until they 
reach a certain concentration. 
Above this concentration, the mo- 
re gas, the shorter time of expo- 
sure needed to disable or kill. So 
a few gas shells at rare intervals 
will probably do no barm at all 




even to men without masks. A 
large number together will force 
all defenders to wear masks, and 
will catdh some napping. 

But the number of shells needed 
in a big gas attack is immense. 
In March 1918 the Germans soa- 
ked 50 square kilometres oil the 
right flank of their attack with 
gas. This needed 150,000 shells. 
Similarly the Abyssinians were 
caught in dense masses by the 
Italian spraying planes. I very 
much doubt whether Franco has 
the artillery and transport needed 
for a gas attack big enough to be 
really effective. 
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AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS 

The month of January is an especially significant month 
for Americans in Spain. It was on January 2, 1937 — a year 
ago — that the first large group of American volunteers set 
foot on Spanish soil. Reaching Albacete four days later, they 
were officially incorporated into the International Brigades 
on January 6th. During the entire month there continued to 
arrive those additional Americans — among them were Can- 
adians and Cubans — who, together with our Irish comrades, 
made up the original Lincoln Battalion which moved up to 
the Jarama lines in the middle of February. 

These men were the pioneers, the first of the more than 
3,000 American volunteers who followed them into Spain, 
fcrming the Washington Battalion (merged after the Bru- 
nete offensive with the Lincolners) and a good part of the 
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. These were, and are, the men 
who now fight shoulder to shoulder with the British and 
Spanish comrades in our own brigade: the 15th International 
Brigade. 

In marking this first anniversary, we salute our pre- 
decessors: the people of Spain whose bravery held the 
fascists at bay in those early, critfcal days of July and Aug- 
ust, 1936; the German and French comrades, who were the 
first international volunteers in Spain; and the British 
comrades of our own brigade, whose arrival in Spain preced- 
ed curs by three months. 

And, in noting this anniversary, we look forward with 
confidence to that celebration which will be the greatest and 
mest satisfying cf all : the final victory of the Spanish people 
over fascism. On that day, as now, we will be here to take 
part in the victory, as we do now, in the struggle. 



FASCIST DECEPTION 

The accident that befell a group of British and American 
reporters on Franco’s side of the lines at Teruel is a new va- 
riation on the old theme of fascist unscrupulousness. In a 
war like this, where so many innocent lives have already 
been destroyed, a few more deaths do not call for sentiment. 
Regrettable as the case may be, it was still a risk that war 
correspondents must run in the course of duty. 

The importance of the matter lies in its revelation of 
how brutally unconcerned fascism is to all human lives. The 
significance of the incident consists in its complete exposure 
of Franco’s eternal readiness to lie and deceive and befuddle 
the world. The tragedy of these journalists offers another 
proof of fascism’s roughshod criminality. Let us hope that 
the inevitable publicity on the case will teach many more 
people outside of Spain the fundamental lesson we have 
known for a long time — that fascism will kill until it is killed. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 

Fascism in the raw! To conceal education... In the North a campa- 



the Teruel disaster from people 
in the rebel zone, the heavy train- 
loads of wounded from that front 
axe brought to the distant rear. 
When the trains arrive, the alarm 
sirens are sounded to warn of 

i 

Loyalist air raids. Spectators na- 
turally scatter, and then the 
wounded axe removed in trucks., , 
Here’s an interesting example of 
fascist morale (after Teruel). Nine 
Spaniards escaped from Algeci- 
ras (a fascist stronghold) to Gi- 
braltar (British territory) by 
swimming across the bay, one of 
the roughest stretches of water in 
Europe. It took them six hours, 
but'they thought getting away was 
worth the trouble,, . The British 
Ambassador in China was badly 
wounded when a Japanese plane 
swooped low and shot a burst of 
bullets into his official car travel- 
, ing on a highway. That was some 
months ago and he has finally left 
the hospital. But a new ambassa- 
dor is taking his place. Quite 
right! Antagonizing Tokio the way 
he did — the very idea!... 

Poland has raised voting age to 
24 (total population 32,000,000). 
The Soviet Union sets suffrage at 
18 (total population 165,000,000)... 
It happened in Quinta and Belchi- 
te too. Fascist prisoners taken at 
Teruel had salvo -conduct oes [for 
leave to Madrid. Wouldn’t they 
have been disappointed to find 
that stores and cafes in that part- 
icular city do not accept German 
Reichsmarks as currency?... A 
certain New York clubman pays 
seven and a half bucks for a pair 
of his French lisle socks. Isn’t that 
Japanese silk boycott becoming 
irksome?... Vargas calls his recent- 
ly established fascist government 
in Brazil “authoritative democra- 
cy”. Add that to your political 




JAPAN’, tlie partner of Gorman 
in seism. 



ign is starting to stamp out the 
Catalonian and Basque tongues as 
being mere “barbarian dialects”. 
Certainly, Italian and German are 
much more classical languages, 
not to speak of Moorish... Thous- 
ands of sheep were taken at Te- 
ruel, including quite a few two- 
legged ones... The British Govern- 
ment is building a very special 
bomb-proof shelter for the King. 
It’s really an investment, though. 
Inaugurations are much more ex- 
pensive... Phalangists and reque- 




tes are quarreling more and more, 
and postal service has had to be 
suspended between various points 
in Fran col and. Now that’s really 
too bad. When they start opening 
epch other’s mail, it’s serious... 
There’s one consolation in winter 
warfare. The sun doesn’t go to 
work and make you wonder which 
smells worse — a dead mule or a 
dead fascist... Here’s the way it 
joes: Japan recognized the Fran- 
co government, so Franco reco- 
gnized Manchukuo . Thereupon 
Ilanchukuo exercised its sovereign 
rights as a nation and recognized 
Franco too... You won’t believe it, 
but Brazil has banned the "Tar- 
zan” series for Communist tenden- 
cies... This one is a little easier to 
figure o^t. When Vittorio Musso- 
lini’s book “Bombs Over Abyssi- 
nia” was translated into German, 
a couple of Nazi reviewers called 
it “a charming little book of ad- 
venture”,.. In Czechoslovakia four- 
teen members of the fascist partj 
v/ere convicted in court on char- 
ges of homosexuality. Two were 
sentenced, but the rest are still 
around. Whoops!..; Captured Bas- 
que priests are sent to the Madrid 
front and forced to dig trenches. 
That’s the new fascist version of 
defending God and country... “Ja- 
pan is paying the price which the 
leadership of the Asiatic races 
demands”, says a Tokio spokes- 
man. According to statistics, Ja- 
pan has 300,000 prostitutes... The 
Duke of Alba, Franco's represen- 
tative in London, points out that 
when Napoleon invaded Spain, 
Great Britain sent men and mun- 
itions to drive him out, and that 
Italy and Germany today merely 
want to do the same to Stalin, 
But how about the Sultan of Mo- 
rocco? What the hell does he 
want?... 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 



LONDON. — Mr. Morrison, La- 
bor M. P., made a speech predi- 
cting that elections will be held 
this year in Great Britain which 
will surely result in changing the 
foreign policy of the present ca- 
binet. 

HANKOW. — In order to devo- 
te himself exclusively to his du- 
ties as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Chinese Armies, Chiang-Kai-Shek 
has resigned the presidency of the 
Executive Council, being succee- 
ded by Kung, Minister of the 
Treasury. 

This move by Chiang-Kai-Shek 
is considered a reinforced answer 
to Japan's offer of peace, made 
through the German ambassador. 
The offer was unconditionally re- 
jected. 

EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO.— 
The boycott against Japan was 
started with a spectacular demons- 
tration in this town, which is the 
pottery capital of America. Vir- 
tually the whole population of 
25,000 have joined the boycott. 
William Green, president of the 
A. F. of L., personally marched 
In the parade. 

LONDON.— The Dean of Can- 
terbury sent General Miaja a te- 
legram saying: “Your magnificent 
fight for democracy and the epic 
events at Teruel strengthen our 
faith in your final triumph over 
fascism. We are working here and 
shall continue to work without 
rest for democracy, justice and 
world peace." 

MOSCOW. — The most complete 
atlas of the world is finished. Af- 
ter working for several years 
scientific authors have now issued 
the first volume of a projected set 
of three. The others will appear 
shortly. The first one contains mo- 
re than 350 maps so presented 
that they indicate the phy s ical 
structure of the seas and oceans, 
the astronomical system the dis- 
tribution of mineral and oil de- 
posits, as well as the climatic con- 
ditions of the various regions ail 
over the world. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.— Con- 
gressman Usher Burdick, North 
Dakota Republican, has introdu- 
ced a resolution demanding retrial 
for Tom Mooney in California. He 
has sent an appeal to both the 
A. F. of L. and the C. I. O. for 
support of the measure, pointing 
out the unconstitutionality bf Ca- 
lifornia's legislation on the case 




TOM MOONEY 



and the complete discrediting of 
the original evidence upon which 
Mooney was "framed” twenty-one 
years ago. 

BARCELONA. — A committee of 
women of Catalonia visited the 
Ambassador of the United States 
and delivered to him a message 
addressed to President Roosevelt, 
expressing thanks for his asser- 
tion of international rights and 
obligations in his recent speech. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.— Harold 
Ickes, Secretary of the Interior 
made a speech violently attacking 
the "sixty families” of the United 
States who possess practically 
one-fourth of the national wealth. 
He said these economic masters 
are using the present depression 
to dictate conditions which are 
“absolutely unacceptable in a de- 
mocracy”. Appealing to the Ame- 
rican people to support Roosevelt 



in the fight against big business, 
Ickes declared, “This fight will be 
a war to the death until either 
these sixty families or 130 million 
Americans prevail. The United 
States must not fall into the chaos 
of fascist nations; it must be a 
country with freedom of opportu- 
nity, a country of free men and 
not of slaves”. 

MOSCOW.— With the creation 
of a People’s Commissariat of Ma- 
rine, the Soviet Union is coming 
nearer to the point of adequate 
naval strength. Progress has been 
rapid and characteristic since the 
World War and the Revolution 
when the country was left with 
practically no fleet at all. Today 
strategic naval bases are establis- 
hed, and it is believed that the 
Soviet Union has the largest num- 
ber of submarines of any navy. 
A Large fleet of light cruisers per- 
formed complex maneuvers recen- 
tly, while several ships of the line 
are under construction in Ameri- 
can shipyards 




MADRID. — The representative 
of the Chilean Embassy has deli- 
vered to the Spanish Government 
the sum of 72,000 pesetas dona- 
ted by people of his country for 
the welfare of orphaned children. 
Additional winter clothing and 
toys will be supplied to the chil- 
dren through this money. 



GENEVA. — The Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Jewish Con- 
gress has petitioned the British 
and French Governments in protest 
at the new measures in Rouma- 
nia curtailing the civic and eco- 
nomic rights of Jews. The peti- 
tion cites the Treaty of Minorities 
of December 9, 1919, guaranteed 
by the League of Nations, which 
imposes the duty on countries be- 
longing to" the Council of the Lea- 
gue of protecting Jews and other 
races under the circumstances 
described. ’ 

PARIS. — Niceto AlcalA Zamora, 
semi - reactionary president of 
Spain fromi 1931 to 1930, who has 
been in voluntary exile since the 
People’s Front won power, has 
now published an article saying 
the Spanish people will never per- 
mit a fascist r dictatorship to rule 
their country. “It is very easy to 
predict”, he,writes j “that such a 
regime will be an incessant se- 
ries of abuses, crimes and rebel- 
lions, as well as failures and weak- 
nesses in its duties.” 

YUGO-SLAVIA. — The “News- 
Review” of London, commenting 
on the recent visit of French 
Foreign Minister Delbos to Bel- 
grade, gives the following illumi- 
nating item: 

“By the time th^ car contain- 
ing the Minister and Premier Sto- 
yadinovitch reached the Foreign 
Office the crowds were howling 
Long live Democracy and the 
Front Populaire! Down with fas- 
cism and the Dictatorship of Sto- 
yadinovitch!” Thirty thousand 
Belgrade citizens swarmed the 
streets singing “The Marseillai- 
se" which has long been banned 
in Yugoslavia as being too revo- 
lutionary. 
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Five Who Want A Crown... 



For decades, the Spanish people 
struggled to rid themselves of the 
crown and all that it represented. 
They established a republic in 1931, 
arid thought that they had already 
achieved democracy and the op- 
portunity to develop what Ber- 
trand Russel calls the “good life". 
But Gil Robles and Alejandro 
Lerroux maneuvered their way 
Into the leadership of the repu- 
blic, and within the framework of 
that republic that the people had 
already struggled so hard to esta- 
blish. they set up a monarchy wi- 
thout a king. A republic that was 
in reality a monarchy, such was 
the situation in which the Spa- 
nish masses found themselves un- 
til the reactionaries were thrown 
out of power. 

The struggle went on. In 1934 
the miners of Asturias were but- 
chered and a wave of repression 
ran through the country. But the 
deeply rooted demand for a true 
democracy would not die. 1936, 
and the Popular Front came into 
power. At last, after centuries of 
oppression, the good life was wi- 
thin reach of the people of this 
country. The people's government 
set to w r ork. Land for the pea- 
sants. work for the workers, a 
chance given to the intellectuals 
to build a culture, and schools in 
which the culture that was being 
built could be transmitted to the 
school children. 



they wanted: colonies, mines, lar- 
ge land holdings, rights and pri- 
vileges, the opportunity to .rule* 
and exploit and oppress an entire 
people, and then to use that peo- 
ple as a base to attack still mo- 
re countries. The war started be- 
cause the selfish interests, the 
men who belong to the past wan- 
ted to continue their hold on the 
country. Spain was to continue to 
belong to the past, so that these 
men could continue to own Spain. 

But one of the ways In which 
Spain could be kept in the past 
was by keeping it a monarchy. 
The crown of Spain must be kept 
on the head of a king. But what 
king? That was the question. The 
crown of Spain is already cove- 
red with dust. But there are five 
men who want that crown. And 
because they want it, the blood 
of human beings is flowing on all 
the fronts of Spain. It is a doubt- 
ful sort of crown. It will never 
rest easy on the head of any king 
in Spain. But five men want it. 

ALFONSO XIII 

Who are these men ? Alfonso 
of Bourbon, who once ruled in 
Spain under the title of Alfon- 
so XIII, is the first of them. 
When he fled across the Span- 



ish border on April 14, 1931, 

the people let him go. They ma- 
de no effort to execute him, to 
imprison him, or to make him 
pay in any way for the crimes 
that\he had committed. This was 
a democracy Uiat they had esta- 
blished, and how could a people 
that had just ushered in a reign 
of peace and freedom execute or 
imprison a king? But once he 
was safe abroad Alfonso of Hour- 
bon set ,to work to regain his 
crown. He plotted, he entered into 
conspiracies with the nobility. In 
1921, his desire to hold the Arabs 
of North Africa in slavery had 
led him to send his army against 
them, and on one single day, due 
to the criminal negligence of ge- 
nerals, ten thousand Spanish sol- 
diers. tom from field and store 
and workshop, were slaughtered 
by the Riffs of Abd el Krim. 

Long before that day, Alfonso 
had already received the con- 
temptuous nickname of the Afri- 
can. Good, he was the African, 
and he wanted a crown, and the 
Moors of North Africa showed 
that they .could slaughter Span- 
iards. So he lent his aid to the 
plan of Franco and Sanjurjo 
whereby the Mohammedans of 
Morocco were to defend a Chris- 
tianity that would be topped by 
Alfonso the African and his 
unsteady crown. 



FIGHT FOK FREEDOM 

But in 1934, the Spanish fa- 
scists and the reactionary gene- 
rals had already laid plans to 
throw the country into a civil 
war if they found themselves una- 
ble to hold power in any other 
way. The fascist leaders visited 
Hitler and Mussolini. They were 
promised aid. The stage was set. 
In July, 1936 i the army’ rebellion 
broke out. There were two months 
of civil war. Then the German 
and Italian soldiers came pour- 
ing in. Bit by bit the Spanish fa- 
scists were pushed into subordi- 
nate positions. Their role in the 
struggle became a secondary one. 
The civil war became a war ot 
independence, and the Spanish 
people settled down for a long 
struggle to defend its young de- 
mocracy, to hold its independen- 
ce. and to secure the socia? gains 
that it had already made. 

The Germans, the Italians, and 
the Spanish fascists knew what 




1 OltMLIt hl.NG AJL1UMSO kissing the h.;iml an itrchluMiup, 



HOUSE OF HAFSBURG 

Otto of Hapsburg. That Ik the 
name and title of the second of 
those five who so eagerly desire 
the crown of Spain. His mother 
was the wife of Carl, last empe- 
ror of the Austro-Hungarian em- 
pire. When that empire crashed 
under the thrust of a nation tired 
of four years of war and centu- 
ries of misrule, Otto was taken 
into exile by his mother Zita. But 
the woman was determined that 
hbr son should have a crown. She 
has involved herself in plots that 
cover the face of Europe. Austria 
and Hungary were still the cen- 
ter of her desires and hopes for 
her son. But Spain had given her 
son refuge during the years of 
wandering. The throne of Austria 
had once been linked with that 
of Spain. And the Spanish crown 
was vacant, though only because 
it had been thrown into the 
gutter. 



SENORITOS 

The Count of Covadongn. El- 
dest son of Alfonso and Victoria 
Eugenia. His childhood spent la 
tiie midst of palace intrigues. Hii 
body tom and wracked by 11] 
health that has brought him to 
death’s door a dozen times. Hie 
young manhood spent among the 
senoritos, the young gentlemen’s 
sons, who had built up a whole 
cult of luxury and idleness that 
had won them all the undying ha- 
tred of the Spanish people. So far 
did the sefioritos arouse the dis- 
gust of the masses that the lower 
classes developed a code of ethics 
that was a point-counterpoint sort 
of thing. It consisted of this prin- 
ciple: don’t do anything that the 
senoritos do. Keep a wall between 
yourself and the , sehorito. This 
attitude on the part of the people 
contained many elements 'that 
.vill seem peculiar to a man who 
has lived among traditions of 
freedom, unless he bears in mind 
the suffering and the tyranny in 
which the Spanish masses have 
Jived. 

I recall an incident that took 
place in a small village in the 
region of La Mancha, a region as- 
sociated with the Don Quixote of 
Cervantes. I was escorting a yoor-g 
indy to the home of a friend. We 
icached a part of* street whe- 
re the ground hkd been torn up, 
and almost instlijietively I reached 
out to take th£ young woman by 
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UECAl'SK SPAIN won't allow itself to be ruled by kings, their fascist 
supporters ilo tills. What was nnce a worker’s dwelling Is now' a heap 
of ruins as a result of a fascist air bombardment. 



the arm and help her across the 
rough spot. This young woman, it 
should be pointed out, was the 
daughter of a peasant; and when 
I reached out to take her by the 
arm, she moved away from me in 
an almost frightened manner. 

Later I spoke of the incident to 
her father, and he explained the 
girl's reaction to me. The sehori- 
tos, he $aid, during the days when 
they walked through the streets 
as though they owned the world, 
were in the habit of taking a 
young woman by the arm as they 
escorted her. And what the seho- 
rito did, the people were against. 
No habit, no custom, no gesture, 
that had been part of the code of 
ethics of the young gentlemen’s- 
son, was tolerated by the people 
in the village. 

The Count of Covadonga, there- 
fore, the sick young man who re- 
presents in the eyes of the Spa- 
nish masses the very essence of 
nenotitismo, the cult of the young 
gentleman-son, with its dissipa- 
tion, its idleness, and its luxury, 
is the third who stretches out his 
hand for the crown of Spain. 



CON SOI. AT ION 




WeU, anyway. Hitler hasn't got it! 



But there is a fourth aspirant 
for the Spanish throne. Javier 
Alfonso, the “legitimate”. His sup- 
porters are the Carlists, who de- 
mand the restoration of the Spa- 
nish monarchy under the slogan 
of “God, Fatherland and King”. 
But though the Carlists want a 
king in Spain again, they want' 
neither Alfonso, nor the Count of 
Covadonga, nor anyone but a des- 
cendant of the house of Don Car- 
los, of the house of Austria. That 
is why they call themselves Car- 
lists. That is why they are sup- 
porters of Javier or Alfonso, 
whom they call the "legitimate”. 
Javier Alfonso is an old man now. 
He is feeble and he is weak. 
Should he come to the throne of 
Spain, the royal coronation would 
soon be followed by a royal fune- 
ral. But that is not the point. Be- 
hind Javier Alfonso, behind the 
Carlists, there stand reac tidnary 
elements whose interests would be 
secure if the throne was set up 
again in Spain and the crown 
of Spain were to rest, no matter 
how briefly or unsteadily, on the 
doddering head of Javier Alfonso, 
descendant of Don Carlos, the "le- 
gitimate” the house of Austria. 

THE DUKE 

The fifth and last of the hope- 
ful five is a son of*Amadeo de 
Savoy, the Duke of Aosta, Al- 
though he has an excellent repu- 
tation as a good father to his 
children, the duke is not exactly 
developed when it come* to the 
intricacies of politics. Personal- 
ly he might even prefer to remain 
a father to his children, rather 
than cuter the lists as an aspir- 
ant to the position of father to 
his people. But the unscrupu- 
lous fascist leaders who surround 
him, or who axe in contact with 



him, have led him to believe that 
the people of the country awati 
him as a harbinger of peace and 
prosperity. And he’ believes 
them. The monarchists who are 
leading the old duke by the nose, 
hope to seat him. on the throne, 
to- surround him with men of 
their own ilk, and then use him 
as the innocent cat’s paw which 
will rake their chestnuts out of 
the fire. 

Seventeen months of a c^el 
war against the invaders are 
already past. And while the 
people of Spain continue to fight 
bitterly for its liberty and inde- 
pendence, over there, in the fas- 
cist camp, aristocrats who belong 
to the past, and priests who have 
brought the money changers into 
the temple, and Carlists, and re- 
actionaries of the Renovacibn Es- 
pahola, the monarchist party, 
continue to weave their schemes 
of restoration around Alfonso the 



Queipo de Llano fnay be an ass, 
but nobody needs to take hi? bro- 
adcasts seriously, not even his own 
soldiers. When a fascist general 
starts playing the same monkey 
tricks In an official military bull- 
etin, he seems to be asking for 
trouble. He got it this time. His 
Sometime Excellency General Mu- 
floz Castellanos has been fired. No 
wonder. His report on Teruel was 
a work of genius, but genius 
knows no rules. 

General Castellanos, officer com- 
manding the fascists at Teruel 
until we took it, put up a prod- 
igious cock and bull story. He 
dated it December 22. On that day 
we were in the city and had all of 
it except two blocks, which were 
surrounded. Heaven knows what 
led the General to do it. Perhaps 
he thought he could take back the 
City before the truth did its dam- 
aging work, or perhaps he was 
indulging in a lovely daydream. 
Whatever it was, he let himself 
go. Copies of his bulletin are in 
our hands. 

He reports that his troops were 
* “ 

advancing victoriously to the south 
ot Teruel, which would mean that 
the Republican forces were being 
driven further from the city, if it 
meant anything at all. A few par- 
agraphs later, he states that at- 
tempts made by the .“Reds” to 
storm the town had been repulsed. 
Somewhere between these two 
statements some valuable kilome- 
tres got lost. This little con- 
undrum must have caused a few 
headaches behind the fascist lines. 
Gentlemen have their worries. 



African, around his sick son the 
Count of Covadonga, around ■ the 
old and half-dead descendant of 
Carlos of the house of Austria, 
around Otto, the la-st of the hou- 
se of Hapsburg ( and 'around the 
Duke of Aosta, who turns from 
his family board to look with puz- 
zled glance into the scheming 
eyes of the conspirators who 
would use 'him as their tool. 

These are five who want the 
crown cf Spain. But the crown 
of Spain no longer exists except 
as a museum relic. These are ftve 
who would sit on the throne of 
Spain. But the throne of Spain, 
rickety and uncertain on its sha- 
ky legs for so many yeats, has 
crashed into the dust at the strong 
shove of the millions of Spaniards 
whose hands are reaching out, 
not for crowns and power over 
their fellow men, but toward a 
new life in democracy. 

D. M. M. 




In the course of the operations, 
he claimed, his army had wiped 
out ten International Brigades. 
The General must have been mak- 
ing whoopee. He was seeing exac- 
tly double. Worse than that, he 
was seeing what wasn't there. 
With the same bottle he succeed- 
ed in annihilating the Listers, the 
Campesinos and another Spanish 

Brigade. What he chose to call 

■ 

the Lincoln Brigade had been so 
heavily reduced that it had been 
withdrawn from the line and 
would cease to function as a unit. 
According to military practice 
such a step is only 'taken when a 
unit has lost 90 % of its strength. 

As a result of all this, Franco 
apologised over the radio to the 
Great American Nation. In blue- 
blooded circles this is called old" 
world courtesy. It’s up to the Lin- 
colns to return the compliment, 
and say they’re sorry they couldn't 
come along, but they had a date 
with a few turkeys, pigs, etc. and 
were totally unable to get away. 
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AN AMERICAN 



DENTIST IN SPAIN 




DR. JACK KLEIN 



No other International volun- 
teer in Spain has been in so uni- 
que a position as Dr. Jack Klein, 
the American dentist with a ro- 
ving commission. Ever-busy, ever- 
smiling' he has covered all the 
fronts, travelling over 10,000 mi- 
les in his dental truck, and trea- 
ted about 3,000 persons, including 
members of all the International 
Brigades and nearly all of their 
battalions. He has also penetra- 
ted to the little pueblos off the 
main highways to give many a 
native Spaniard a first introduc- 
tion to a common hygienic prac- 
tice of better-developed countries. 

Dr. Klein believes his traveling 
dental office represents the first 
time in warfare that such a fle- 
xible method has been used to 
keep troops actually at the front 
in good shape. At the time he 
begem his work, the 15th Brigade 
had already been in the line for 
about three months. It was the 
idea of Dr. Edward Barsky, ori- 
ginal chief of the American Me- 
dical Service, to have the men’s 
teeth checked without further 
delay after such a long time. Sin- 
ce the vast majority of tooth ail- 
ments are caused by neglect, 
treating them would prevent ma- 
ny of the serious cases that had 
already occurred. The equipment 
and the science were there, but 
the soldiers could not come to it. 
It would therefore go to them. 

An American ambulance was 
too low, so it was exchanged for a 
British one with a body high 
enough for Dr. Klein to stand up 
In, Sanitary cabinets were built 
tight against the wall of the truck 
inside. The chair was installed, 
anchored into a platform^ special- 
ly devised on the floor of the 
truck. A flight of steps was tac- 



ked on leading from the ground 
outside. And he was ready for bu- 
siness. First call to t^ie Lincoln 
Battalion and its neighbors. 

BEGINS AT J A KAMA 

One case on his very first day 
cf work, May 5, is an example 
of the strange experiences in sto- 
re for the former Brooklyn prac- 
titioner. Twenty patients were 
waiting at the Jarama cook-hou- 
se when he drew up. Gradually 
they were disposed of, but one 
comrade refused to mount the 
chair, declining his turn time and 
again because there was no 
“gas’'. Once in a while he would 
take a gulp of anis from the can- 
teen he had brought along. He 
could not be convinced that the 
anesthetic administered by injec- 
tion could deaden pain. Dr. Klein 
- had actually begun to clean up 
the “office’’ when the reluctant 
man finally decided to take a 
change without “gas”. He turned 
out to be Englishman who had 
never been to a dentist in his life. 
Eight rotten upper tect. and roots 
were removed in that single sit- 
ting. So satisfied was he with the 
painlessness of the operation that 
he insisted on having the lower 
teeth also treated before depar- 
ting. 

He was persuaded to come back 
another time, and thereafter he 
returned whenever possible. In 
the next few weeks Dr. Klein ex- 
tracted all of the poor teeth and 
Subjected the gums to a harden- 
ing process as preparation to fit- 
ting a plate into the mouth. He 
had actually taken measurements. 
Dr. Klein still keeps them as a 
memory of a comrade who had 
become one of his best friends. 
For on July 8, in the surging ad- 
vance of the 15th Brigade at 
Brunetc, he fell as adjutant of 
the British Battalion. He was 
Lieutenant Charles Goodfellow, of 
Glasgow who had come to Spain 
In December 1936. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

The American dentist found 
that altlr-ugh there were many 
difficulties only one could not be 
overcome. That was the constant 
presence of flics. It was only the 
corring of cool weather at the end 
of October that drove the plague 
away. The other problems were 
soon solved through experience, 
ingenuity, im pirn! ion or resigna- 
tion. Thu.s he became used to 



working without a perfectly ad- 
justable dental chair; with a jer- 
ky engine operated by foot as a 
substitute for a smooth and si- 
lent-turning electric unit for dril- 
ling; with doubly extra effort to 
sterilize his instruments on an 
open truck into which the breeze 
blew germ-laden dust. Thus he 
improved his services until he was 
able not only to extract teeth, 
but also to treat Infected jaws 
and gums and to make silver 
amalgam restorations. 

The strangest hardship of all 
was one that eventually became 
quite a pleasure. That was the 
business of operating in public. 
Ten years of practice in a quiet, 
sheltered, completely private offi- 
ce had hred habits which took 
Dr. Klein a considerable effort to 
overcome. But almost as if he 
had actor’s blood in his veins, he 
adapted himself to standing on 
what is practically a stage be- 
fore an audience intently scruti- 
nizing bis every move. He has 

even devised a few tricks for ef- 

* 

feet, such as making extractions 
ahead of other work in order to 
impress the waiting (and watch- 
ing) group of patients with the 
before- and -after contrast. 

PEASANTS GBATEFUL 

Together with the assistant he 
found and trained here, George 
Waters, 20 year old San Fran- 
cisco Negro Dr. Klein has dri- 
ven and drilled his way through 
the fronts of Jhrama, Cordoba 
and Aragon; the training camps, 
the rest homes, the convalescent 
hospitals. His greatest thrills, ho- 
wever, have come from the plain 
and simple dwellers of the villa- 
ges. He finds it easy to underst- 
and but hard to accept the homa- 
ge a peasant pays him for sur- 
cease from pain. He has treated 
very many of these people. Al- 
most all have pressed some gift 

i ' ‘ 




ENGINEERS working od our tren- 
ches In the Aragon. 



upon him which he with equal 
insistence has refused. His Spa- 
nish is good enough to enable him 
to explain that this is merely an 
example of what their People’s 
Front Government wants to insti- 
tute fully and universally after 
victory; that for such and simi- 
lar reasons the International Bri- 
gades have come to help, both at 
the front and in the rear. 

In the last few campaigns Dr. 
Klein has accompanied the 15th 
Brigade to the actual fronts. Right 
in the line of fire he has taken 
his place, supervising the stret- 
cher-bearers, assisting the battal- 
ion doctors. He has readly adap- 
ted his professional skill and ex- 
perience m jaw surgery to wounds 
and other frontline needs. 

After a campaign he takes his 
truck out again and resumes his 
busy dental routine. His office 
hours are as long as daylight 
lasts. 

M. M. 



FAMILY EVACUTED 
LONG AGO 

The Jews were expelled from 
Spain by King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella almost 450 years 
ago, and it is said that Christo- 
pher Columbus was thus forced 
into exile and a career of explo- 
ration. Today a significant percen- 
tage of Jews from all countries 
are members of the International 
Brigades. It strikes an interesting 
historical balance, but the point 
is mentioned only in order to il- 
luminate a little tale. 

An American volunteer went to 
a hotel while on leave in Madrid. 
The law requires all hotel guests 
to comply with two conditions be- 
fore being registered. The first 
one was very easy for him. Was 
he in war service? Yes, of course, 
his appearance showed he belon- 
ged to a battalion. So did his pa- 
pers. 

The hotel clerk was strict, and 
also unimaginative. He asked the 
second question. Was the appli- 
cant’s family evacuated from Ma- 
drid? The American, who hap- 
pened to be of Jewish extraction, 
was puzzled. It took him a few 
moments to get the idea. But 
when he did, inspiration came 
with it. 

He leaned across the desk and 
looked the clerk straight in the 
eye. "Yes", he said. "My family 
was evacuated all right. Don't you 
remember? Back in 1492!” 





A Review 

The two fronts of war and pea- 
ce are more sharply aligned than 
ever. There is talk of Germany’s 
“last reasonable proposal”: 

1- Incorporation of Austria. 

2. The .transformation of Cze- 
choslovakia into a Federal State. 

3. The return of Germany’s 
former colonies. 

Italy’s withdrawal from the 
League of Nations, where she was 
working in the interests of war 
as vigorously as the Soviet Union 
for peace, is being taken to mean 
that in her prospective adventu- 
res she does not feel she can be 
encumbered even with the modest 
burden of her present collective 
commitments, which she carried 
through the Ethiopian War and 
which have not prevented her 
from sending whole divisions to 
Spain. 

Because of the policy of the 
handshake for the robber and the 
cold shoulder for the victim, the 
organisation of peace presents 
many more difficulties them it did 
twelve months ago, but that does 
not mean that it is impossible. 

In Spain, China and Czechosla- 
vakia the people are asking: 
“When, if ever, will the democra- 
cies act? Where are the French 
People’s Front, the British Labor 
■movement?” Too many have al- 
ieady sunk into a fatalist accep- 
tance of the inevitability of war. 

But as the searchlights of world 
opinion are more and more shar- 
ply focussed on the fascist ene- 
mies of peace, it grows increas- 
ingly difficult for certain alleged 
friends of peace to continue their 
acrobatics in no man's land. 

The Edens and Delboses can 
still say: "We believe in collect- 
ive security. We will make every 
effort for collective security, but 
vo cannot become involved in 
sanctions and suchlike measures, 
because that would mean wax.” 
They can still say this, but they 
have less chance of being bel- 
ieved. 

That argument, which has been 
used to condone the abandonment 
of Ethiopia, Spain and China, and 
may tomorrow be used against 
Czechoslovakia, is utterly false. 
Though position after position, 
meekly or hypocritically, has been 
ceded to the enemy, yet the for- 
ces of democracy and peace, mo- 
bilised and united, would still be 
a hundredfold stronger than the 
fascist armies with their rearg- 
uard of threatening economic cri- 
sis and mass upheaval. 
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A11 the Generals that Franco sends to Ter u el dash 
back to Burgos defeated. 



The (resources of peaceful act- 
ion against the aggressor states, 
far from being exhausted, have 
not yet been tried. 

The alternative is clear enough 
— a continuation of the ’’diplo- 
macy” of Eden and Del bos, which 
has already helped to bring the 
world two major wans and the 
prospect of greater wars just over 
the skyline; a diplomacy which 
has helped to turn Europe into a 
powder magazine with the incen- 
diaries at large and everyone wait- 
ing for the next explosion. The 
"Pax Eden" still reigns — with 
two very important exceptions — 
but all sense of security is gone 
from the world. 

At the Congress of the Commu- 
nist Party of France, Thorez utte- 
red the feeling of millions of 
Frenchmen: "When we see the at- 
titude of France to the Spanish 
Republic we must blush with 
shame". He declared that in re- 
turning to a correct foreign policy, 
as laid down in the program of 
the People’s Front, France should 
"repudiate secret diplomacy and 
appeal to the mass of the people 
for their co-operation. This is in- 
dispensable. While the fate of 
millions of human beings is at 
stake we are still in ignorance of 
the result of the conversations bet- 
ween Hitler and Lord Halifax.” 
He showed that if such methods 
were followed it would be impos- 
sible for the British reactionaries 
to justify their capitulations with 
the authority of democratic Fran- 
ce, and it would also be impos- 
sible for some men in the People’s 
Front to make excuses for their 



policy on the grounds of British 
pressure on France. 

What then are the possibilities 
of preventing war from spreading 
to far greater areas in 1938? It 
seems that Washington, D. C., is 
beginning to realise that isolat- 
ion and "neutrality” are fatal. It 
is known that America was pre- 
pared to go a considerable way 
towards co-operation against Ja- 
panese aggression at the Brussels 
Conference v/hich betrayed China. 
Britain was not, and the Confe- 
rence collapsed. The same thing 
is seen when we contrast the Ame- 
rican and British official reactions 
to the sinking of the "Panay” and 
the "Ladybird”. The British Nat- 
ional Government is putting the 
brake on Roosevelt, for the Bri- 
tish rulers are not only concerned 
about British interests in China. 
They fear effective peaceful act- 
ion because they fear a Japanese 
collapse, a Chinese victory, and the 
consequent upsurge of the colon- 
ial and semi-colonial peoples in 
the Far East. 

In his speech on January 3rd 
Roosevelt answered Mussolini’s 
boast that "Europe tomorrow will 
be fascist.” Roosevelt declared 
that peace was strongly threat- 
ened by or in the nations which 
rejected democracy or had never 
known it; but democracy would 
be restored in the countries which 
today were without it and on that 
hope depended the peace of mank- 
ind. 

If the United States takes a de- 
finite stand for collective action 
the position of the British Nat- 
ional Government will be very dif- 



ficult. Previously Eden and Co. 
have excused themselves before 
the people with the alibi: "The 
others are not prepared to do any- 
thing. Why should we act alone?” 
The National Government would 
be seriously embarrassed precisely 
at a time when the British Labor 
movement Is swinging into action 
on behalf of Republican Spain' and 
simultaneously is launching a 
campaign against the rising v cost 
of living. With such a background 
we can appreciate the importance 
of Herbert Morrison's statement 
that 1938 may see elections in Brit- 
ain resulting in a change in Brit- 
ish foreign policy — coming as 
it does from the leader of the Lon- 
don County Council, & man not 
given to making rash statements 
on such a question. 

It is needless to insist on the 
fact that a change, or even the 
near prospect of a change in Brit- 
ain-’ s foreign policy in the direct- 
ion of collective security, would 
meet with an immediate sympa- 
thetic response in France. 

There exists, then, the possibil- 
ity of a transformation in the in- 
ternational situation which would 
be very favorable to the Spanish 
Republic. The forces which can 
play the decisive role in bringing 
about this transformation have 
been enormously strengthened by 
the Republican victory of Teruel, 
for Teruel is also the victory of 
the French People's Front, the 
British Labor movement and of 
all the forces of peace and pro- 
gress in the world. 

A. M. E. 



ALL TOO QUIET 
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And you’re the man who said he 
didn’t believe in non-intervention. 
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CONTRIBUTION OF CYPRUS TO THE 
CAUSE OF SPANISH DEMOCRACY 



Cyprus, a small island in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, has a po- 
pulation of 340,000. Cyprus, now 
a British colony, has been under 
British imperialist domination 
since 1878. The foreign ruler sub- 
jects the people to a life of de- 




COSTAS LAPITHIOTIS 

Leader in tile working class move- 
ment of Cyprus. 



gradation and misery. The people 
are bled white by excessive taxa- 
tion and of exploitation by the 
landlords. The peasant is proper- 
ty - less and works from sunrise 
to sunset for S piastres to a shill- 
ing i 20 cents i a day. 

The must elementary civil rights 
and liberties are denied to the peo- 
ple. Freedom of political and tra- 
de union organisation, of assem- 
bly, and freedom of the press, do 
not exist. Strikes are criminal of- 
fences punishable by many years 
^ * 

of imprisonment. 

The people of Cyprus have a 
feeling of gratitude and admira- 
tion towards the Spanish people 
and the Cypriots in Spain in their 
struggle for Spanish and world 
democracy. 

MAKE CONTRIBUTION 

The people of the islands follow 
with great interest the course of 
the war. Many enthusiastic arti- 
cles were written in support of 
the cause of Spanish democracy. 
The British Government does not 
allow the collection of money for 
Spain. T his is “in accordance 
with the policy of non-interven- 
tion*' pursued by His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment which prohibits support 
“to either side'’. However, in spi- 
te of the. ban. in the small villa- 
ges and towns of the island, co- 
llections were made for Spain and 
the sum of £ 4000 has been co- 
llected and sent to Spain via Lon- 
don. Further collections arc con- 
tinued in all the distrirts of the 
island. 



The Cypriots of London and 
New York are very active in their 
support for Spain. Over 60 Cy- 
priots from Great Britain and the 
United States of America have 
been fighting on the Spanish bat- 
tlefields. They are with the Brit- 
ish and American Battalions. 
They have participated in all the 
major engagements of the war. 
Among others are Antonis Theo- 
doulou, from Leonalisson, and J. 
Rapaioannou, from Yermasoyia, 
who fought with the first English- 
speaking Company last December 
at Lopera on the Cordoba Front. 
At that battle J. Rapaioannou, 
well known in the Cyprus colony 
of London for liis good work on 
behalf of Cyprus, was wounded 
in the leg. Now he’s back in Lon- 
don. Although crippled he con- 
tinues the fight. Panayiotis Kat- 
saronas is known amongst the Cy- 
priots of both New York and 
London. He was a veteran of the 
Greco-Turkish war. He was killed 
on the Jarama on February 
13th. He was defending with a 
machine-gun and when surroun- 
ded by the fascists in Compa- 
ny Two (Lieut. Fry’s company), 
he refused to give up. The fascists 
riddled him with bullets. 

Nicos Perdikos from Rizokar- 
pason, a quiet and steadfast com- 
rade. was killed on the Jarnma 
on the Ilth of February, during 
the counter attack of the British 
Battalion. Nicos Vasilou from 
Nicosia wounded at Prune te, 
Anastasias Anastasiou and Yia- 
coumis Geoigiou. both from Ayios 
Hlias, George Dmitreou from La- 
pithos, Pantolis Zacharia from 
Yialousa, Christos Constantinou 
from Kcrynia, Nicolas Dimitri 
from Famagusta, Sergluos Kossi- 



OVEKHEAKD IN CADIZ 




lunlrrrs, 



ties from Mesaoria, only 17, the 
youngest Cypriot in Spain, Spy- 
ros Fantelides from Kato-Drys 
and Costal Lapithlotis, a member 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Cyprus, sen- 
tenced three times for political 
activity for Cyprus independence, 
are among the London Cypriots 
who continue the fight in Spain. 

The American Cypriots are also 
numerous. The following six, lead- 
ing members of the progressi- 
ve Cypriot organisation “Panky- 
priaki” of New York, V. Pattikis, 
Jimis Joannou, Christis Christo- 
doulou, A. Thomas, Jacovos Ku- 
mullos and Georgios Fantazia 
hdve fought at Jarama, Brunete 




ANTONIS THEODOLLOU 

I'iphter in the first English-Speak- 
ing Company of December, 1936. 

and the Aragon. Georgios Panta- 
zis, one of the founders of the 
“Pankypriaky”, and expert machi- 
ne gunner, and Christos Christo- 
doulou were killed on the last ad- 
vance on Saragossa. There was 
Athanasiades from Bella-Pais who 
received wounds at Pefiaroya 
while with the 86th Brigade last 
April, also Captain Nicolaides 
from Lanarka. 

WORLD FIGHT 

The fight of the Spanish peo- 
ple for the defence of their de- 
mocratic liberties and their na- 
tional independence, is at the same 
time the struggle of all the co- 
lonial peoples and oppressed na- 
tional minorities. 

The Cypriots, who have made 
the supreme sacrifice and those 
who continue the fight, together 
with their colonial brothers; the 
Indians and the Chinese, those 



JAPAN FACED WITH 
LIKELY REVOLT 
IF WAR LASTS 

y 

Japan is faced with a revolution 
unless the war ends immediately 
That is 'the opinion expressed by 
Charles C. Batchelder, former as- 
sistant chief of the Far Eastern 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, which 
is a branch of the U. S. Governm- 
ent that keeps extremely close 
watch over all events affecting 
foreign trade. Batcheluer’s views 
are recognised as careful and 
authoritative. Speaking before an 
audience of 500 persons in Town 
Hall, New York City, he indicated 
that while such a revolt could be 
suppressed by the rigorous milit- 
ary discipline now existing in Jap- 
an, the present course of events 
almost made a people's rising in- 
evitable. 

China’s strategy is to draw the 
Japanese forces further into the 
interior, prolong the war and in- 
crease the strain on Japanese fin- 
ances and resources. Tokio has 
therefore resorted, he pointed out, 
to a series of crushing taxes imp- 
osed on both the industrial and 
agricultural workers who form the 
bulk of the population. Specifical- 
ly, he declared, more than half the 
* 

soil under cultivation is owned by 
eight percent of the large land- 
lords, and everywhere a great res- 
entment is spreading against the 
rich. 

“As a result", he concluded, “the 
laboring classes are honeycombed 
with socialism and communismi. 
Police have tried to curtail these 
sentiments, but have succeeded 
only in aggravating the situation." 



freno New Zealand and Africa, the 
Cubans, the Philipinos and Ameri- 
can Negroes, the Irish, and the 
hundreds from the dominion of 
Canada, have known the life of 
degradation and slavery in a co- 
lonial country. It is their firm de- 
termination. to continue the fight 
and defeat fascism, so that Spain 
will never become a colony. The 
men here represent the expression 
of the will and aspirations of the 
colonial peoples throughout the 
world—- a victory for democracy 
in Spain. These men represent the 
symbol of unity in the field of 
action between the colonial peo- 
ples and the workers and progres- 
sives of all countries in their 
struggle against the common ene- 
my -- fascism. 

MICHAEL ECOXOMIDES 
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ON BEARDS— A REPLY 



fit a recent issue of "The Vo- 
lunteer for liberty" we find a 
scholarly article deriding the ma- 
ny beard wearers in the Internat- 
ional Brigades. A. very astute and 
interesting article — to the beard- 
less. But to the man with a beard’ 
To the nmn with a beard that 
has been the envy of all Spain, 
this article sm a cks of lack of fo- 
resight and misunderstanding. 

The anonymous writer of the 
article "What's In a Beard?" is 




THE AUTHOR of this article. 



addressing a limited audience. He 
speaks to the small group of ma- 
les in the Brigade who are hair- 
less. He speaks to the children in 
our midst and to those to whom 
"HARRY'S LOTION FOR THE 
HAIRLESS”, despite its attracti- 
ve hotfcle and prohibitive price, 
was a waste of money. He addres* 
nes the weaklings and the sops. 

BEARDS’ REPUTATION 

Beards have played an important 
role in the history of our civiliz- 
ation. We know that Adam boas- 
ted of a foot-long beard. The left 
group in Egypt and their leader 
Moses, all were men wl th chin 
adornments. Abe Lincoln, the fa- 
mous axe and shovel man, had one 
and in the most progressive part 
of the world to-day, the Soviet 
Union, we find the bearded in the 
forefront. Marx, Engels and Lenin 
were proud bearers of a a hirsute 
chin. 

In Spain to-day we find grave 
problems confronting us. We who 
arrived here in the Spring of last 
year encountered a new country 
fighting for its democratic rights. 
We found an army in the process 
of unification — and we found 
beards. We found them covering 



the necks of our leaders: Campe- 
slno, Galleon! and many others 
had recognized their value. 

HISTORIC ROLE 

Why did . all these men have 
beards ? The answer is simple. 
The answer is shown in the exam- 
ple set by our French comrades 
in the last war. During the 
GRANDE GUERRE the beard was 
prominent amongst the men that 
saved Paris. Practically every ta- 
xi driver that took Joffre's men 
to the Marne wore one. They had 
ample reason. Before the end of 
the war they found that the 
heard was worth its weight in 
bully beef. They found, as were 
the anti-fascist fighters in Spain 
to find, that a beard on the chin 
is worth more than a rolling 
stone. 

In the defense of Madrid the 
beard played its part. When blan- 
kets were scarce, when food was 
not at hand — what men were 
able to stand longest against the 
guns of the enemy ? The bearded ! 

With a beard to chew on and 
to cover you at night you are In- 
vincible. When you must stand 
long hours on guard at the front 
or in line for beer in Madrid — 
what comfort has the beardless 
man? When one of the greatest 
shortages In Spain has made itself 
evident, the great lack of "cam- 
bio”, who among us has helped to 
ease the load of the government? 
Who among us? Can you beard- 
less who must visit the barber 
daily answer in the affirmative? 
NO. 

ATTRACTS GIRLS 

Now to the final point, a point 
the anonymous author in the "Vo- 
lunteer” dared not even mention. 
The effect of the beard on the fe- 
male. Visit Alba cote, Madrid, Bar- 
celona or any town in which an 
International Brigade may have 
representatives. Walk down the 
"Calle Mayor”, the "Gran Via”, 
"Calle Paz", or the "Ramblas” 
and what do you find? You find 
that the beardless travel alone. 
But what has that handsome 
bearded volunteer dangling on his 
arm, looking fondly into his eyes 
and listening oh so intently? A 
woman. And what a woman! In- 
variably she will be a masterpie- 
ce. A symphony of femininity. 

The effect of the beard on nur- 



BALLAD OF TERUEL 



The General stood In Teruel 

Whence not a few had fled; 
He called his brave defenders up 
And unto them he said: 
"Soldiers, today we stand as one 
To crash the wicked Red. 




"On you, my brave ten thousand men, 
I know I can depend 
To guard our virgin citadel 
Unto the bitter end. 



"My staunch five thousand, mustered here, 
Will march against the foe 
And die with laughter on their lips 
Because they like it so. 

t 

"I place implicit faith in you. 

My fine six hundred men. 

And I’ll repay you all in gold 

One day (no matter when). 




"None dare assert there’s braver troops 
Or fairer flowers of youth 
Than the two hundred standing here 
(Well, not with any truth). 



"Courage, my strong one hundred hearts! 
The enemy arrive! 

My fifty boys, my twenty lads. 

My ten, my seven, my five..." 



One soldier stood in Teruel 

And boldly up spake he: 
"You said, today we stand as one 




That one shall not be me," 

"Get off my horse!" the General roared. 
(The rest Is history.) 




bob Is well known to all our 
on it minutely would be unfair 
to the beardless. But I must say, 
that the average wounded man 
bearing a beard Is, without fail, 
at the top of the list among 
"Young Men Popular With Their 
Nurses”, 

To close: When beards are worn 
in the I. B., and you beardless are 
interested in mending your ways, 
wounded comrades and to touch 



I say, “Ask the man who owns 
one!” Viva La Barba! 

M. H. 

( EDITOR’S NOTE : Do you 

think that the growing of 
“Beards" should be encouraged or 
discouraged in our People’s Ar- 
my? Comrades with views on the 
subject are urged to send in their 
contributions.) 





CHRISTMAS AT 

In case any of the folks at home 
paused In the middle of their 
Christmas dinners to have a few 
sober thoughts about the boys in 
Spain, they will be glad to know 
that the boys had a very good 
time. The Brigade was in reserve 
over the festival, quarters were 
reasonably comfortable and the 
weather was fine and sunny. Units 
made arrangements for their own 
celebrations, in some cases combin- 




PART of the 10th Brlfade Political 
Commiauriat staff at work. 



lng; each is convinced that its 
own party was the best. 

There was an abundance of 
good food, Including as much meat 
as any man could j>ut away. The 
Brigade boys ate«turkey, chicken, 
pork, Chris tmor pudding and cak- 
es. The sweeter side of the meal 
was largely made possible by the 
generosity of our friends at home, 
who sent parcels full of good 
stuff. It was a timely gift and 
much appreciated. 



THE BRIGADE 

In each of the villages through 
which the Brigade units were dis- 
tributed, the army and the people 
celebrated together. Music and 
dancing were organised, and toys 
and cakes given to the children, 
many of whom were refugees from 
the North. The toys Included those 
which had . been sent out from 
America. 

When the Republican Army 
goes into fiesta, it does not set 
out to forget the war that brought 
It into the field. The fascists may 
need that sort of medicine. With 
us,, the spirit of fiesta and milit- 
ary duties run side by side. Only 
an army that believes in what it 
is fighting for can combine the 
two. Together with the banquets 
and celebrations, parades and 
marches were organised and carri- 
ed out with the same spirit. Owing 
to a change of timetable the Lin- 
colns and the Twenty- Fourth Bat- 
talion were called to parade off the 
football field at a moment's not- 
ice. They went by as if they were 
used to doing it every day. Awards 
were made to men of the battal- 
ions who had given good service. 

General Walter of the 36th Di- 
vision visited the Brigade; distin- 
guished visitors from Britain and 
America found their way up. He- 
adquarters Staff were kept busy 
dashing from one banquet to anot. 
her. A ghost appeared at the Brit- 
ish Battalion's evening meal. Anti- 
Tanks claim to have gone one bet- 
ter with a Scarlet Woman, the 



central character in a sketch put 
on by the unit's dramatic group. 
The man who took this part had 
appeared once in public before, as 
the hind legs of a horse. 

Brigade Commander Copic rece- 
ived a very fine gold watch, which 
had been subscribed for by all 
units. The following message was 
engraved on it in Spanish: 

“To our friend and leader, Lt 
Col. Copic, from all the men of 
the Fifteenth Brigade." 

— — U— ——WP W1 I L J— 

Rebellion Planned. 
Long Ago 

Fully two years before the war 
broke out in Spain, the reaction- 
ary. groups began making arran- 
gements with Italy. This fact Is 
reported in a significant article 
written by the diplomatic corres- 
pondent of the "Manchester 
Guardian". “For the first time, 
probably, since the beginning of 
the war”, says the article, "one 
of the rebel chiefs — Antonio Gol- 
coechea, leader of the Monarchist 
Party called Renovacion Espa- 
fiola — has admitted the true pur- 
poses of the insurrection". 

Pointing out that since July 
1936 the rebels have unceasingly 
^clared that they never would 
.ve taken up arms if a Bolshe- 
revolution were not imminent, 
uic article shows that facts and 
quotations prove otherwise. 

In a speech at San Sebastian 
on November 22, Goicoechea 
announced openly that since 
March 1934, certain coiiservative 
parties — including his own — had 
planned to seize the government 
and call upon the army to rebel. 
"If necessary for the good of 
Spain”, he said, “we would pre- 
cipitate a civil war". 



Fascists Cause 
Newsmen Tragedy 

Two British and one Ammdcnr 

. • * 

journalists were killed and ano> 
ther American reporter several* 
wounded at the beginning a 
Franco's desperate: counter -often 
sive to reguin Teanel from thfe La 
yallsts. From, available au counts 
it seems that the. mishap* was the 
direct outcome: of the fascists' 
acts of deception and denial at 
the facts in ordar to prevent their 
disaster from becoming known. 
When these reporters insisted on 
definite Information, Franco as- 
sured them the* city waa still in 
his hands and. invited them to go 
there and for themselves. Un- 
der fascist escort they were led 
directly into the line of fire and 
were killed, by Loyalist artillery 
covering the enemy rear at Te- 
ruel. 

Eleven correspondents were in 
automobiles proceeding to the ci- 
ty and had come within a few ki- 
lometers of Teruel without, being 




warned of the peril when a shell 
struck the car containing the vic- 
tims. They were Sheephanks j of 
the British Reuter Agency; John- 
son. of the American magazine 
"Spur”; Neil, an American mem- 
ber of the Associated Press; and 
Philby, of the London "Times”. 
The latter survives, while the bo- 
dies of the others are being ship- 
ped home to relatives. 




ur.ltKKIi In i.iie of Madrid*.* factories which supply the War Medical Ser- 
vo <• <](-|i;irtini>nt with metal medical equipment to he u«ed at the front, 

or in the hospitals throughout Spain. 
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STRONGER UNITY 



The second important victory of 
the year has been won in the trade 
union field^-the establishment of 
.unity within the U, G. T, Union 
General <le Traba jadores) , the 
great socialist-communist trade 
union organisation. 

In 'May 1937 when the Caballe- 
ro Government canie to an end the 
Executive Committee of the 
U. G. T. refused its co-operation 
in the formation of the new go- 
vernment unless it included Largo 
Caballero as President and Mi- 
nister dor War. Largo Caballero, 
in addition to lieing the former 
Premier and War Minister, was 
also at that time 'the General Se- 
cretary of the U. G, T. This de- 
mand being unacceptable to the 
political parties in ;the Popular 
.Front, “the new government was 
formed without the inclusion of re- 
presentatives of the Trade Unions. 

At its first meeting after the 
governmental crisis the National 
Coiiniiittee of the U. G. \ . — the 
highest body in the union federa- 
tion — repudiated tfhe line of the 
Kxccutive Committee and pledged 
the support of the Federation to 
the Government. In addition it also 
made certain decisions with regard 
tu the policy to be pursued by the 
Kxecutive Committee, a policy 
which envisaged better relations 
with the political parlies, with the 
regional U. G. T. of Catalonia, 
and with the C. N. T. With regard 
to the latter, the Executive Com- 
mittee was charged with the task 
of preparing the ground for the 
unification of the two great trade 
union organisations. 

Unfortunately. the Executive 
Committee under Caballero’s lea- 
dership did not feel disposed to- 
wards carrying out this policy. 
Instead of an improvement in the 

relations with the political parties, 
the Executive Conimitee found 

reasons for disassociating them- 
selves from any activities with 
which the Umnimmist Tarty was 
in any way connected and even 
refused to have a speaker at the 
great Popular Front meeting in 



Valencia on July 18 on the excuse 
that the platform included a com- 
munist. In the trade union field, 
rather than fighting fur the unifi- 
cation of the two great union fede- 
atious, in its place they formed ail 
agreement with the C. N. T. which 
was nothing more than a “non- 
aggression ’’ pact — a pact not for 
mutual activity, hut a completely 
negative arrangement with no 
other object than to prevent criti- 
cism of one another. 

In reply to the tremendous cri- 
ticism which this policy brought 
forth from the unions, fourteen 
important unions were expelled 
by the executive on technical 
grounds. This was regarded as a 
manoeuvre of the Executive to eli- 
minate the sections most critical 
of their actions. 

Appeals to the Executive Com- 
mittee to call together the Natio- 
nal Committee to discuss the grave 
situation which had developed fell 
on deaf ears. Eventually the posit- 
ion became such that, on the 
initiative of the expelled unions, 
a meeting of the National Com- 
mittee was called to deal with the 
matter-. This meeting took place 
at Valencia on Sept. 30th. and was 
attended by 31 of the 42 unions in 



EORGED 

the Federation, in addition to the 
Secretary of the Catalonian 
U. G. T. and Felipe Pretel the 
U. G. T. treasurer and member of 
the Executive Committee. At this 
meeting a new Executive Com- 
mittee was elected under the leader- 
ship of Gonzalez Pena. 

The election of a new Executive 
by the vast majority of the unions 
appeared on the face of things to 
l>e the solution of the whole quest- 
ion. This, unfortunately, was not 
the case. A few of the unions 
continued to support the deposed 
Executive and it looked as if a 
definite split would take place in 
the Federation. The spectacle of 
disunity within the ranks of the 
L r . G. T. had serious repercussions 
in the relations with the C. N. T. 
and also abroad, and in order to 
find a way out of the difficulty a 
plea was made to the Internatio- 
na! Federation of Trade Unions to 
intervene in the matter with the 
object of reestablishing the unity 
ot the Federation. 

As a result of the meetings with 
the l. F. T. U. in Paris, Leon 
Jouhaux came to Spain and defi- 
nite proposals were made at a 
meeting of the National Committee 
including members of the deposed 



IN U.G. T. 

Executive Commitee, which took 
place on the 29th. of December. 
The proposal was that a new Exe- 
cutive Committee should be formed 
consisting of the Executive Com- 
mittee which was elected at Va- 
lencia on Sept. 30th. to which 
would be added four members of 
the deposed Executive. This pro- 
posal was agreed to by both parties 
and was ratified by an Extended 
Plenum of the U. G. T. which 
took place on Jan. 2nd,' 

The new Executive Committee 
of the U. G. T. now consists of 
fifteen members and represents the 
complete unity of the Federation. 
But not only does it represent 
unity, it also represents the end of 
personal policies within the Fede- 
ration. Largo Caballero, one time 
General Secretary of the U. G. T., 
and the most powerful influence in 
the old Executive is not one of 
the four members of that com- 
mittee elected to the new body. 
With his passing, passes the 
stubborn personal character of the 
policy wdiich was heading the Fe- 
deration. to disaster. 

With the election of the new 
Executive, a new and vigorous po- 
licy lias been initiated. United as 
never before, the U. G. T. is tak- 
ing determined steps to deal with 
• the tremendous problems before 
the Spanish trade unionists.. 
Already fresh approaches have been 
made to the C. N. T. on the quest- 
ion of unification, already amicable 
relations have been reestablished 
with the socialist and communist 
parties, already better relations 
have been made with the U, G. T. 
of Catalonr&. 

The old spirit has been cast aside, 
a new spirit has La ken its place. 
Tn the near future we are. assured 
of great advances in the trade union 
field arising out of the newly forged 
unity within this great trade union 
iederation. The unified command 
in the army made possible the vic- 
tory of Teruel ; unity within the 
U. G. 1, will make possible great 
victories over the difficulties in the 
rearguard. A. D. 




ALL LOYAL workers greet the new unity within the U. G. T. They know 
that this unity spells the eventual death of fascism 
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MORALE- 

AT 



THE DOMINATING 
TERUEL 



WEAPON 



Tt is reported that the seve- 
rity of the weather played a 
part in holding up the fascist 
winter offensive. The fascist com- 
mand was unwilling to risk an 
attack in the intense cold, not 
out of consideration for their 
troops hut because they had 
doubts of how the men would 
stand up to this added hardship. 
Meanwhile the Republican Army 
assaulted and took Teruel, under 
conditions which the fascists were 
afraid to face. 



It offers an interesting compa- 
rison in moral c between the two 
armies. Ultimately, morale is the 
dominating weapon of any war, 
because it is the necessary basis 
for the good use of all others. 
Soldiers cannot learn to become 
efficient, or retain a full standard 
of efficiency, unless their hearts 
are in the job. Lapse of morale on 
both sides brought the last, wai 
to what some considered an unti- 
melv end. In the early days of 
the ' Spanish Civil War, the im- 
provise;! militia had little <-‘lsc 
to relv on ; but they did wonders 
with it. 



FASCIST BACKGROUND 

One can reckon on paper the 
balance of superiority between two 
forces in iiuiiiIkts, arms and 
equipment. It is impossible to 
add and subtract anything so 
intangible as morale. Its strength 
or its weakness on cither of two 
sides can only Ik.- judged bf 
what appears on the surface. T he 



possibility of error is too wide 
to make any tiling more than a 
cautious speculation profitable. 
Is is interesting to speculate. 
Wc heard stories of uprisings 
behind Franco’s lines before Te- 
ruel was taken , and were assu- 
red of their authenticity. The 
desertion of the Navarrcse com- 
panies proved that even the crack 
Spanish fascist troops cannot be 
relied on. Trouble is reported 
from Huesca, and many Spani- 
ards are leaving rebel territory 



for Franco. Ia>w wages, high 
prices, unemployment even, are 
having their effect on those of 
the poorer classes who were not 
already hostile to Franco’s regi- 
me, and increasing the bitter- 
ness of the rest. Such are the con- 
ditions of general unrest and de- 
pression behind the fascist lines 
at the present time. Though a 
mood caiimvt be given an index 
number, these items of news, ns 
they conic into Republican Spain, 
afford us a general picture of the 
Fascist background. 



AFTER THE NORTH 

The subjection of the North was 
carried out not only with bru- 
tality but with a formidable show 
of fascist power. While Franco’s 
main forces were engaged in this 
campaign, the Government tes- 
ted out its power to take the 
initiative and proved its ability 
to do so at llruncte and in Ara- 
"■on. These successes were eucou-, 
raging, but tlicir significance was 



fronts., but probably with more 
qualified by the uncertainty of 
what would happen when the new 
Republican Army faced the full 
fascist power, released from its 
northern preoccupations. 

The outcome may well have 
surprised eveu the more optimis- 
tic of the Government's sympa- 
thisers outside Spain. F'ar from 
losing the initiative, the Army 
launched the biggest offensive of 
its career and won it in record 
time. Again we cannot calculate 



the effect of this victory in terms 
that reach beyond tile gain iu 
ground, casualties, prisoners and 
captured nr destroyed material, 
but it seems certain that the 
effect has gone deep in more 
quarters than one. 

MORAL EFFECTS 

In terms of morale, the outcome 
of Teruel is probably more far- 
reaching behind the fascist lines 
than behind our own, though in 
the opposite direction. With them 
it is two-fold. It has disjointed 
the plans of the command, taking 
i nit of their hands the superiority 
they believed they held, and de- 
priving them of the choice of 
ground for any major action until 
and unless they win it back with 
an equal victory. That they were* 
confident of possessing this supe- 
riority is made clear bv the leisu- 
rclv way in which they prepared 
for their winter offensive. An 
immediate action might have fo- 
restalled our own success at Tc- 
rucl. Had they known what was 



coming, they would have risked 
the snow. There is every sign that 
they were taken completely by 
surprise once again. Now they 
are faced with the necessity of 
calculating o\ J er again on the 
basis of the new situation that 
has arisen following our success. 
They can no longer fight the war 
where they please. 

The complementary effect to 
this one is, of course, the reac- 
tion on the fascist rank and file, 
and on all those who live in re- 
bel territory and whose destinies, 
with or without their goodwill, 
depend upon the plans made by 
the fascist high command. The 
news must certainly have fallen 
very heavily on fascist Spain and 
considerably increased the general 
feeling of anxiety. The absurd 
lengths to which fascist propa- 
ganda was taken in the attempt 
first to deny, then to belittle the 
Republican victory, including Ge- 
neral Castellanos’s fantastic mili- 
tary bulletin, betray something 
approaching a moment of panic, 
thu tone of Frauco’s subsequent 
Telegram to Mussolini, asking 
for 100,000 more men in terms 
whicli are described as servile, 
does nothi ng to dispel this im- 
pression. 

SIGN6 OF DESPERATION 

It appears, t<x>, that the fascist 
counter-attacks were launched hu- 
rriedly and witli a reckless lack 
of forethought. Their one aim was 
to regain Teruel. Wave after wave 
was tn.own at the Republican po- 
sitions. They evidently believed 
they could retake the city by 
w'eight alone, and they seem to 
have considered it worth any 
amount of sacrifice to do so. 
This in itself belies their sub- 
sequent repudiation of their 
defeat as a matter of no vi- 
tal importance ; and their risky 
venting of sending up foreign jour- 
nalists in a convoy to demonstra- 
te that they had not lost Teruel 
proves both their error af judg- 
ment and the significance they 
attached to the result of the 
action. 

They put everything immedia- 
tely available into these efforts. 
They resorted to the so-called 
t psychological* method of attack, 
sending over successive lines of 
men in a continual forward move- 
ment, the living stepping over 
the dead. This manoeuvre inevi- 
tably means heavy losses, and so 
far the losses have been to no 
purpose. 

OUTSIDE SPAIN 

Everybody oil both sides knows 
that the issue of this war is closely 
connected with the weald outside 
Spain. Those in other countries 
who follow events intelligently 
react to the same moral influences 
as the troops themselves. Obser- 
vers sympathetic to the Govern- 
ment were awaiting, as we were, 
the result of the full concentration 
of the fascist forces on the main 




SCENES of the huge demonstrations celebrated in Barcelona which honoured the Republican Army for the 

capture of Teruel 
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misgiving, as they had no direct 
contact with the soldiers and ci- 
vilians in Republican Spain and 
therefore could not feel the sti- 
mulus of the spirit which prevails 
in Government territory and the 
confidence that arises from it. Te- 
ruel was a tonic for such people. 
The test came, and the result of 
it was a hundred per cent in the 
Govermueut’s favour. Now the 
whole world, including the fascist 
powers, have concrete evidence 
with which to revise their view 
of the position. 

Mussolini can hardly fail to be 
convinced that Franco’s telegram, 
however distasteful to him, is jus- 
tified ; but it is very questionable 
that he will risk sending so many 
men out of his own country. He is 
faced with a spreading instability 
at home, a troublesome and still 
unsubdued empire in Abyssinia, 
and conditions of growing uncer- 
tainty in Europe around him. 
Without these extra forces, what 
will Franco do? His supposed 
strength lias dwindled visibly 
with his alleged position of ad- 
vantage ; his power of offensive 
now seems far less menacing than 
it did. 

Since the lwginning, Spanish fas- 
cism has made the important error 
of underestimating the force of 
morale. Perhaps this is because 
those in command have never had 
first-hand experience of its posi- 
tive side. What it lias been able 



to accomplish has puzzled them 
at each successive stage of the war. 
After a year and a half of campaig- 
ning, they are still without suffi- 
cient imagination to understand 
that enthusiasm is not a childish 
thing, Under competent direction 
enthusiasm can build up and 
train an Army capable of winning 
a scries of victories of increasing 
magnitude, the most recent of 
which must prove even to the most 
unimaginative Generals that by 
this time the uiciny has grown up 
to their own level. 

Fcr us, there is only one danger 
that can arise out of our success, 
the danger of over-optimism. Te- 
rucl is called the dx ginning of the 
end». Some estimate that two more 
victories of equal importance will 
filially break fascism in Spain. All 
of this may be true, but even one 
more victory like Terucl will need* 
as great an effort. Teruel has given 
us our chance. Now more than 
ever is the time to concentrate on 
the work in hand. The fascists are 
not going to let this defeat go by 
without putting everything into 
an attempt to swing bock the ba- 
lance, whether in further counter- 
attacks or in a different sector. 
However big their losses in the 
action up to the present time, 
their resources are far from exhaus- 
ted and they may import many 
more. They will fight, and are 
already fighting, with the strength 
of desperation, which is 
blc while it lasts. 




PART^ of the British Labour Delegation (which recently visited Spain. 
Left: E. shinwell, M. P., former Minister for Mines In the Labour 
Government. It was he who defeated Ramsay Macdonald. Center: 
Hannen Swaffer, popular Daily Herald journalist who expressed con- 
fidence In Republican victory. Right. T. Williams, Miners’ M. P. 



"I See Everywhere 

the New Army “ 

BY HANNEN SWAFFER 




LIBERATED after more than a year under Franco’s domination at Teruel, 
she is now in loyal territory. Does she look sorry? 



The last time I was in Madrid 
was Alfonso’s wedding day. That 
was forty years ago. Then, the 
streets were crowded with a popu- 
lace that cheered the old order, the 
effete monarchy of Spain, and 
basked in (he re fleeted brilliance of 
a corrupt and repressive aristocra- 
cy. Suddenly, a few yards from 
where 1 stood at the corner of the 
Unite Mayor a bond) dropped. 

Well, thirty years have passed, 
and I stand in it Madrid that is 
being shelled by the friends of that 
cruel old system. They fire on it 
from the heights outside in the 
daylight. They drop bombs on it 
from the air in the darkness. 

Brutal and desperate, they turn 
their guns mi wounded in the 
hospitals, women working in 
their homes, children playing in 
the streets. They Seek to subdue 
by fear. 

Vet, they will fail. Even when, 
not much more than a year ago, 
the people of Madrid weye almost 
defenceless, they fought on with a 
few rifles. They fought for Liberty. 
Tlfcy died for Liberty. They fight 
on for Liberty. There is no fear in 
their hearts. There is a light in 
their eyes. Ideals of freedom, justice 
ami democracy burn in their souls. 

The old Spain is dead. I have 
>een. thank God, the birth of a new 
S|>ain. 

A hundred thousand homes in 
one quarter of Madrid: are empty- 
evacuated by people who might die 
in their beds because of rebel shell- 
fire, had I liev not moved to safer 
quarters. 



But in spite of all that, life in 
Madrid seems almost quiet, in spite 
of the barricades, in spite of the 
one quarter of Madrid are emptv- 
of food. There is high courage in 
the air. 

I see everywhere the new Army, 
tlie brave youth of the new Spain 
transformed in a few months from 
civilians into fighting men, deter- 
mined to die. if need be, to save for 
the world the principles of freedom, 
truth and justice. 

It is an inspiration to us all. 

I bow in reverence in the midst of 
so much sacrifice. But then, rais- 
ing my bead in pride, I salute this 
brave splendid people, die pioneers 
of a new social order, the pioneers, 
of a neu civilization. 

Down with fascism, darkness', 
ignorance, greed and cruelly! All 
hail to the Spanish people! 

Fascism is wrong, liberty is right 
and in the long end, right must 
win. 






AMENDS 




COLUMBUS. At last! At last! 
Now I need never feel sorry again. 
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Franco’s German Aviation Responsible 
For Fall of North, Says French War Expert 




(General Armengaud, author ot the 
recent article In a Toulouse paper 
from which we reproduce the extracts 
below, Is a member ot the general 
staff of the French air force and an 
authority on aspects of war aviation.) 

Mussolini pretends to be pro- 
claiming. something to the whole 
world, but he is actually trying to 
mate the Italian people bel ic ve that 
his blackshirt divisions covered 
themselves with glory in the invas- 
ion of Spain. In reality their role 
has been distinctly mediocre. It was 
the German aviation that conquered 
on the Northern front. The Italian 




ENEMY AVIATION flylng over Madrid 



all objectives were totally destroyed 
front and rear. 

This aviation was exclusively 
German. The best proof of this is 
the fact that of the thirty to forty 
planes brought down by the Loya- 
lists in the North, ^11 the surviving 
pilots were German. With its air 
force following a plan which is 
characteristically methodical, conti- 
nuous, powerful and merciless, it is 
Germany that has played the deci- 
sive role in Spain since last spripg. 

There is, cf course, no doubt 
that the situation on the Eastern 



troops, as well as Franco’s Spanish 
troops, had nothing more to do than 
overcome the Loyalists’ badly weak- 
ened resistance and occupy tlreir 
jk>s it ions. 

FACED HEAVY ODDS 

This is affirmed by a colonel of 
infantry who commanded fir>t a 
brigade, and later a division, at 
Bilbao, Santander and Gijon. He is 
corroborated by the former chief of 
staff and by the aviation comman- 
der of the Republican Army of the 
North. According to their evidence, 



jJiere can be no doubt that, with 
wen a semblance of equality in air 
strength, the Government could 
have held out. They could have 
done so in spate of the fact that 
i heir troops were composed of im- 
provised groups of untrained men. 
many of them in the forty year age- 
caicgitry. They could have done so 
wen though their defensive orga- 
nization was not entirely unified, 
even though the fascist artillery was 
>uperior in amount. caliltcr and 
supply of ammunition. 

No attack is prepared by artil- 
lery alone. By itself the artillery 




i 





AN AVIATION factory In the rear. "The Spanish war In the air Is Spanish 
on one side only ; the other side Is German and Italian" 



cannot ensure the success of an and other fronts' is already different 
attack. For such purposes, it is the from the North. But the facts and 
aviation which produces real, re- occurrences there indicate more 
suits. It is the aviation which than a possibility that Germany and 

breaks up the lines ot defense with Italy are going to increase their air 

damage both moral and material. strength in Spain with the view of 

At the gates of Bilbao, for example, using the same procedure as in the 

two complete Loyalist companies North. Nor will they hesitate to use 

were lost, buried by one bombard- the same tactics on the rear. If that 

ment. There really were no genuine does happen, the non-intervention : 

fascist infantry attacks. Only after policy will have staged a spectacle . 

days and days of incessant air so treacherous, so hateful and so ■ 

raids, when the occupants of the lamentable that no catastrophe in ; 

front lines had been buried, stunned the annals of Europe could equal it. * 

and paralyzed by bombardment, did Many French citizens still do not 
the fascist infantry go forward. feel concerned at this scandalous 

These planes operated on the situation. Misinformed by certain 

principle of mass formation. On one recent orators in the Chamber of 

day alone i ijf machines took the air Deputies, people are saying that the 

simultaneously. They worked syste- Spanish Government has been sup- 

matically in groups, each plane plied with 540 French planes and 

concentrating on an assigned zone, that its whole air force is a French 

with relief groups replacing one and Russian one. 

another steadily to maintain an The truth is that the Loyalist 
uninterrupted bombardment for aviation is numerically smaller, 

hours. The heavy bombers were though of better quality, than the 

assisted by chasers, and together fascist. The truth is that the Loya- 

they bombed, machine-gunned and list planes — bodies, motors and 

dropped incendiary charges until accessories— are manufactured in 
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SWEET AND LOW 




Sretpi, my little ont, sleep. 



Spain by Spaniards.. Tlie truth is 
that, except for. a. lew pilots whose 
presence- is admitted- and not conj- 
cealed 1 . the entire Government air 
force is Spanish. 

To sum: up, the Spanish war in 
the air is- Spanish 01* one side only. : 
the other sidfr is German and Ita- 
lian. That is the result of a policy 
of non-intervention which. could 
more accurately he catted a permit 
of invasion. 



Breadless Trip 

The beauty of Bemeasim has 
Itecomc almost legendary among 
men who haven’t been there. It is 
called the Earthly Paradise. The 
Earthly Paradise once ran short 
of bread, and a comrade of the 
Auto-Park at the International 
base was detailed to drive dowd 
with a load. The prospect went to 
li is head like wine, and he set out 
immediately. 

Upon his arrival, the Earthly 
Angels came anxiously round to 
collect their bread. He was as sur- 
prised as they were to find that 
tlie camion was empty. In his 
eagerness to start, he had forgotten 
to call round at the bakery for his 

wf 

consignment. 

Another story i>. told in the 
Auto- Park of a comrade who heard 
the air-alarm go off one night, 
and obedient to the standing order 
to man camions, rushed out of bis 
(piarters with his gas-mask on and 
his trousers off. 



Prisoners 

A distinguished visitor, being 
conducted round the lines, noticed 
a large number of men with rifles 
gathered round four who had none. 

*Can you explain to me », he 
said, « W hy so many guards are 
required for four prisoners? '» 

* Guards? * said his guide. <« You. 
ve got it wrong. Those are tile 
prisoners. The other four are the 
fellows who captured them ». 



Barcelona Food Collectives 
Flourish in New Experiments 



Spain’s industrial life since the 
beginning of thu war lias taken 
various social forms to improve not 
only output for die- Government 
and people but conditions for wor- 
kers. While many small establish- 
ments still remain under their ori- 
ginal private ownership, a great 
number of firms have come under 
workers’ controls Full eolcetivizat- 
ion m industry has proceeded gra- 
dually, as t&e situation required, but 
is definitely increasing; by force of 
example. Contectives in several in- 
dustries are justifying" themselves 
by the. two great ftmcfemenfcal tests. 
They help the Government in fight- 
ing the war and, at the same tmie r 
they satisfy the workers engaged in 
that task. 

An outstanding example is the 
collectivization of food industries m 
Barcelona. The bare facts are given 
here. They speak for themselves. 



FOOD COLLECTIVE 

# 

The Federation cf Food Wor- 
kers of Barcelona control 114 esta- 
blishments, whiefi vary in size and 
special function. Their natural link 
together is that they all deal in 
one way or another with food. 
Under the decree of October 24, 
1936, authorizing voluntary col- 
lectivization, these separate units 
adopted collective form. However, 
they still remained individual stores 
nr shops or hotels. Simply the inner 
life was collectivized. Welcome as 
this change was, it soon proved not 
quite complete. Within a few 
months the workers controlling the- 



se units formed a full industrial col- 
lective under a single management 
consisting of a director, two sub- 
directors, a legal advisor, a per- 
manent committee and a manag- 
ing board. Every one of these funct- 
ionaries was elected in a fnITassen> 
bly attended by alt the workers 
connected with the 114 units. One 
official, an inspector, is appointed 
by the Catalonian Generalidad, the 
central government of the province. 

Each unit has a responsible di- 
rector named by the managing 
board of the collective, together 
with a council of workers in the 
specific establishment elected for 
tint one purpose by their fellow 
workers. 



WIDE SCOPE 

The scope of the collective con- 
sists of thirty hotels and inns, three 
fine restaurants and five of the 
second class, ten large cafes, fifty- 
two bar cafes, five street-stands, 
three truck farms and several gro- 
cery stores. Also included are five 
large shops and warehouses, of 
which two are for foodstuffs, two 
for utensils and one for refrigerat- 
ion, The collective has a sausage 
factory, an ice-cream factory and a 
conserves plant. It also has a' nur- 
sery garden, a lamp factory, and^ 
sections of carpenters, painters, 
bricklayers and needle workers. 

The membership of the collective 
is now more than 4000, of whom 
1000 arc women. The number in- 
creases steadily as new workers are 
added to the various unit® Quite a 




few new people were taken on re- 
cently when the popular restaurant 
units began a new scheme of serving 
meals. It was so successful that now 
6000 customers are fed daily, while 
5000 mpre are served in the other 
eating" establishments of the orga- 
nization. The daily consumption of 
coffee amounts to 250 kilos, making 
21,000 cups. Beer, until the recent 
governmental rationing began in 
Barcelona, was used at the rate of 
7,500 litres a day. 



SOCIAL SERVICE 



Members of the collective receive 
complete social welfare service. 
When sick they get full, pay.: In 
cases of protracted invalidism or fpr 
old age they get fifty per cent of 
their pay. Women members, when 

w » . 

pregnant, receive five weeks leave 
on full pay. The collective has es- 
tablished free „ medical ‘ attention 
with a staff of specialists for all 
common ailments. 

The two great labor federations 
of Spain, both U, G. T: and G. N. T., 
are represented in the general 
collective membership. -However, 
the U. G. T. enjoys a tworto-one 
popularity in numbers, which is also 
reflected in the composition of the 
managing" board, where of the 
fifteen ^officers, .ten belong to the 
U. G. T. 

A recent statement issued by this 
collectivized Federation of Food 
Workers of Barcelona is signifi- 
cant. “We cannot speak of the 
present economic situation of the 
collective”, it says, “without re- 
membering the difficulties in which 
many of our units found themselves' 
at the moment of becoming col- 
lectivized. Nor can we forget the 
liabilities we inherited from the 
previous bourgeois owners which, 
in accordance with the l^w, had to 
be liquidated. But the food workers, 
all the workers of our industry, 
have known how to handle the 

enormous responsibility they assu- 
med. We have not spared our best 
energies in order to bring about a 
transformation of the industry and 
to serve the people well. In this way 
we have overcome all the obstacles. 
Today we have created reserve 
. stocks which are worth 2.000.000 
pesetas, and besides that the col- 
ective has built up a fund of 
2.000.000 pesetas more in cash for 

emergencies.” 
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FORTIFICATION 



With the conclusion of the Aragon campaigns and the 
approach of winter, the Republican Army occupied itself with 
strengthening its defences against the long-exj)tcte(l and much 
publicised fascist attack. The importance of this work was 
emphasised in view of the nature of events immediately to conic, 
which, it was generally recognised, would he critical and |>erhaps 
decisive. The passing of the initiative into the hands of the Go- 
vernment does not mean that the study of forfications is less 
important than n't was. 

It would he short-sighted to suppose that the fighting round 
Tcruel has eliminated the possibility of a big fascist push. It is as 
necessarv as ever to strengthen our defences in every sector of 
the lino. The necessity increases with the development and intens- 
ification of trench warfare. 

Defending troops, if they are able to break the first impetus 
;»f an offensive without serious loss of around, have every 
opportunity of reversing the movement of the battle. Hence 
*he importance to the enemy of the element of surprise, and the 
■'"'nortance to us of bftinsr ready at anv time and in everv place. 
The losses of men and morale amon** the attackin'*- forces will 
h'* nroportionately greater as they fail to gain their objectives. 
When thev have exhausted their first strength without effect, 
thev are left in a very vulnerable position. From lines which 
.''re still intact, the forces formerly on the defensive can now 
launch a counter-attack with the advantage in their hands. Th * 
organisation behind their lines is undisturbed, and men and 
material can l>e brought up along the prepared lines of commu- 
nication. Under such conditions the weapon of counter-attack 
is very powerful. Obviously its effectiveness depends on the 
extent to which the enemy's attack has been resisted. 

Knowledge of the principles of fortification is as essential 
in an offensive as in a defensive action. When our infantry first 
drove forward in the movement to encircle Terucl. the engi- 
neers of one Brigade \vc r o unable to follow up and dig their ne w 
positions. The infantry had to do their own digging, though 
it meant giving up valuable hours of sleep. They fortified them- 
selves so effectively that they successfully held the violent , fas- 
cist counter-drives. During these actions, every machine-gun 
maintained continuous fire, which means that everv gun position 
had a fully effective fire- field — a tribute to the seriousness 
with which our Army had studied the technical lessons of forti- 
tication. 'Pile counter-attacks cost the fascists forty ]>, j r cent of 
their men. 

As soon as an attack ceases to move forward, whether or not 
the objective has been gained, the attackers Income defenders. 
’Pile read ling of an objective U never more than half the battle, 
and is certainly not I In. time to rest. Work has to he done (piickly 
and jiositions chosen without lengthy deliberation. At such a time 
an experienced eye is worth anv amount nf enthusiastic igno- 
rance. it is then that the value of training is amply proved. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



WEST POINT, Sandhurst and 
all the other famous military 
schools are studying the operations 
at Terucl, but the fascist radio at 
Valladolid has its special brand of 
strategy. It goes like this : " 1 he 
Reds used a typical Bolshevik de- 
ception. Because the ground was 
completely covered with snow, they 
put on white blankets and were 
thus able to sneak up without 
being seen in time:’’... MUSS- 
OLINI keeps an army of 250.000 
in Ethiopia. How many is lie going 
to keep in Spain — permanently?... 

THE ITALIAN newspaper "La- 
voro Fascista” states: "The exodus 
of |>casants from the land has left 
some localities completely depopu- 
lated. The position of sharecroppers 
in Tuscany is such that they can 
110 longer exist.” Papers in Fran- 
cnland, please copy... GERMAN 
unemployment is going up, latest fi- 
gures reveal, which do not, howe- 
ver. include the famous engineers 
who once worked on fortifications 



\ 




at Tcruel... THE COUNT of Co- 
vadonga, son of ex-king Alfonso, 
lias justdivorced his second wife in 
Cuba. Atta boy ! Now he’s going 
to put all he’s got into winning the 
war... THE MANCHUKUO AR- 
MY has Japanese officers and Chi- 



TTRUEL’S EVE 




BENITO... And as for their damned 
Republican Army, we’ll crush it to 
pulp. 



nesc rank-and-file. It never goes 
into action except against bandits, 
and it is only when the enemy is 
actually sighted that bullets are dis- 
tributed to the soldiers, with unused 
bullets carefully collected later. Is 
it lack of ammunition or lack of 
confidence, or does it make much 
difference?... DUE 1 PO DE I. LA- 



THE EDITOR'S DESK 




NO, the gi*xl old ass of Seville, 
put iiis head into it and came up 
with an idea about Teruel. He says 
the “Reds” got the place because 
the garrison commander surrende- 
red without permission from his su- 
periors... THE SULTAN OF 
MOROCCO underwent an operat- 
ion the other day. It was slight. 
Tcruel was much more painful... 
HEARST reporters in Francoland 
wear the fascist uniform, while the 
correspondent of a conservative 
London daily, just returned from 
/ebel territory, remarked “Damn 
it all, sometimes one would really 
rathe/ be writing for the Daily 
Worker.”... A BURGOS editorial 




says: "Franco will save Spain.” 
In what country is Teruel?... THE 
BRITISH army was lately refor- 
med with a lot of talk about 
progress. Maybe that’s why the 
family of an airman, killed in a 
recent crash, received a letter of 
condolence with a postscript re- 
questing payment of the dead man's 
unsettled mess account... SEVI- 
LLE has a typhoid epidemic. Also 
Queipo (le Llano... “THAT lie 
feels himself closely allied to the 
Jewish assassins of Red Spain 
is only a case of common blood and 
identical mentality. Charley Chaplin 
is fundamentally a Jew." Tliat’^ 
from Hitler’s pal, Julius Streicher. 
u bo -imply cannot pronounce the 
v ord “anti- fascist." . . 
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IF FRANCO RESORTS TO POISON GAS- 



The Second and Final Article Telling 
What Gas is and How to Fight it 

PROF. J. B. S. HALDANE 



In my former article I described 
the more important types of gas, 
and their use by attackers. I gave 
what I thought to be the reasons 
why Franco has not used them, and 
suggested that, if lie does so, it will 
probably be before the hot weather 
starts. I will now deal briefly with 
the defensive side of the problem. 

SPANISH MASK GOOD 

Several comrades have criticized 
the Spanish army mask, and sug- 
gested to me that it is far inferior 
to the British. It will not give 
protection against gas for quite so 
long^s the British. But we may be 
sure that gas will not be used in 
Spain in the vast quantities which 
were possible in a country so well 
provided with roads and railways 
as northern France. Further, it is 
easier to run in the British mask 
than the Spanish. On the other 
hand the Spanish mask is solider, 
and far more easily made. I cer- 
tainly should not ask anything 
better for myself. 

The main absorbent is a specially 
prepared charcoal, which has the 
great merit of' stopping nil gases 
and vapours of a fairly high boi- 
ling point, regardless of their che- 
mical composition. The idea of a 
new gas which will get past it is 
almost certainly bunk. Besides the 
charcoal, there is a pad of felt to 
stop .smokes, 

OTHER SAFE METHODS 



can lift it and crawl in. A wooden 
strip sewn to the bottom will make 
it fall back into position afterwards. 

During a bombardment with a 
non-persistent gas or smoke, posit- 
ions must be held, as the enemy 
can follow up such an attack in a 
few minutes. But until the enemy 
infantry appears, most men should 
stay in dugouts. It they are gas- 
proof there is no need to wear 
masks in them. But when in doubt 
always put your mask on. 

MUSTARD GAS 

Mustard gas is another matter. 
The enemy will not advance over 
contaminated ground for several 
days. So a small area splashed with 
dichlor -ethyl-sulphide should be eva- 
cuated unless it is to be held at all 
costs, the cost in this case being 
sonic nasty blisters. Put your mask 
on the moment you smell mustard 
and keep it on till you get orders 
to the contrary. The nose soon gets 
fatigued and ceases to smell the 
gas, and many have died from tak- 
ing their masks off too soon. 

If a drop of liquid dichlor-ethyl- 
sulphide falls on your skin from a 
spray or shell burst, wash it off wi- 



th ini two minutes with water, wi- 
ne, or urine and rub the place with 
soap, cloth J or earth, till the skin is 
red. If your clothes are splashed, 
get them off in five minutes, or you 
will blister. Even boots are penetra- 
ted within half an hour. Wash drops 
off your rifle with water, urine, or 
wine, followed by oil if you have it. 
Leave contaminated objects in the 
sun and air as long as you can 
without touching them. 

Dugouts and gas-proof rooms are 
particularly useful against mustard 
gas. But a single comrade entering 
such a room with the liquid on his 
clothes or boots may poison a whole 
number. Protection against mustard 
gas is greatly helped if troops have 
chloride of lime for* decontaminat- 
ing ground, boots, and arms, and 
if cotton or paper soaked in subs- 
tances which detect the vapour arc 
available. But these are not in any 
way essential. 

CALM IN EMERGENCY 

A comrade without a mask is in 
danger, but is nut certain to perishf. 
during a gas attack. He can often 
take refuge in a dugmtt. It not, a 
certain amount of protection is gi- 



ven to the lungs by breathing 
through a wet muffler or other 
loose fabric. Wet it with water, 
wine, or urine, but there is no ad- 




A great many masks have been 
lost. Now we may be sure that the 
enemy will not use gas in defence, 
but only as part of a carefully 
prepared attack, or counter-attack. 
It therefore seems a doubtful policy 
to send men into an attack with 
masks. It might be better to send 
these up with spades, ammunition, 
and the like, when the line is conso- 
lidated. It must be remembered that 
if you lose your mask you not only 
endanger your life, but increase the 
strain on the government’s facto- 
ries. 

After your mask, your second 
line of defence is a gas-proof room 
or dugout. Such a room must not 
have a fire, which will either draw 
air in from outside, or, if the room 
is really gas-tight, will suffocate 
the inhabitants. Windows should be 
shut. If they are broken, wet blan- 
kets or curtains should be gas- 
proof, and a wet blanket hung over 
the door. If possible, get a wooden 
frame, and tack the blanket to it 
except at the bottom, where a man 



SNOWMAN IN MADRID 

Franco, Franco, 

Generalissimo, 

The little kids are making you 
Of effigies In snow. 

Of you. Franco, 

Generalissimo I 

They’re making you and mocking you 
With ordinary snow. 

You know, Franco, 

Oenerallsslmo, 

If little kids mix hate and fun — 

You know how they will grow. 

Franco, Franco, 

Oenerallsslmo I 

Command your cannon’s hardest steel 
To strike' and lay them low ! 

If not, Franco, 

Generalissimo, 

It happens as the sun comes up — 

You melt as does the snow. 

M. MICKENBERG 



vantage in the last. I tried it in 
I 9 | 5* 

If you have no mask, and start 
running during an attack with non- 
persistent gas, yuu will merely 
breathe ten times as much as usual, 
and die ten times as quick. On the 
other hand you had better run from 
an area contaminated with mustard 
gas. Get out of the area, and do 
not go just to leeward of it, but 
don't run too far! 

Above all. remember that gas is 
not supernatural, that it did not win 
the 1914-18 war, and is unlikely to 
win this one. It can be met by the 
proper use of masks, and above all 
by discipline. Exactly like an air 
raid, a gas attack will cause ten 
times as many casualties among un- 
disciplined as disciplined troops. 
And it may cause a panic. 

In the event of a gas attack I am 
Mire that the International Brigades 
will set an example of calm and dis- 
cipline to their Spanish comrades, 
as they have done in other emer- 
gencies. 




8 



THE VOLUNTEER; FOR LIBERTY 



NEWS IN BRIEF 



Strange Experience 

under Mosquito Crest 



PARIS. — The French Minister 
of Foreign Affairs issued an offi- 
cial statement denying all rumors 
that the Spanish People's Army in 
its Teruel operations was directed 
by French military officers. It also 
stated that “the fantastic reports 
concerning the number ot French 
citizens killed or wounded at Te- 
ruel as members of that army are 
completely denied by their own 
exaggerated contents’ 7 . 

AMSTERDAM. — The increas- 
ingly reactionary government of 
Holland has sentenced Fritz Adler, 
secretary of the Second Internatio- 
nal, to four months in jail for en-. 
tering the country without proper 
papers. 

MADRID. — The Basque people 
of New York City have sent Gene- 
ral Miaja another ambulance to be 
used on “our front of liberty”. 

LANGLEY FIELD, Virginia.— 
.Making an elaborate test flight, a 
new U. S. Army bomber crossed 
the continent (a distance of 3.700 
kilometers) in eleven- hours. It sets 
a new record for this type of plane, 
which has four motors, weighs six- 
teen tons and is called “The Flying 
Fortress”. 

BERLIN. — The British Am- 
bassador was forced to make an 
official protest to the German Go- 
vernment because of the violent 
series of attacks launched in the 
Nazi press against the action of 
Great Britain in invoking the Trea- 
ty of Minorities of 1919 on behalf 
of the Jews of Rumania, recently 
deprived of their civic rights by 
the new fascist regime. The Nazi 
press slander has been officially 
stopped. 

ALICANTE. — A Dutch ves- 
sel. tlie “Hannah Holland", bound 

******»*«»»*»»*» — - 



MISTAKE SOMEWHERE 




Don’t stretch out your hand like 
that, you foot. I don’t want them 
to know that l*m a fascist 



for Valencia with a cargo of wheat 
and beans, was torpedoed and sunk 
off the coast at Alicante. Govern- 
ment patrols succeeded in rescuing 
the entire crew. As usual, the pirate 
submarine was unidentified. 

PARIS. — When an official Ja- 
panese delegation came to the Far- 
man aircraft plant, the workers 
immediately downed tools and orga- 
nized a demonstration of protest in 
the streets outside the factory. One 
of their slogans was “Planes for 
China and for Spain”. The Japa- 
nese departed hastily, whereupon 
the workers went back to the job. 
Their union representatives warned 
the plant management that similar 
steps would be taken against dele- 
gations from any fascist or aggres- 
sor nation. 

SOFIA. — Th<? Workers’ Party 
of Bulgarin, preparing for the na- 
tional elections in March, has called 
for the formation of a Popular 
Front. Appeals have been sent to 
the other working class parties as 
well as to those representing the 
democratic, liberal and radical for- 
ces of Bulgaria. 

M EX l GO CITY.— Notices from 
Central America indicate that a re- 
volutionary uprising has begun in 
Guatemala against dictator-presi- 
dent Chico. The nature of his go- 
vernment and the condition of the 
people of Guatemala can be under- 
stood from the fact that Chico was 
one of the first to recognize the 
Franco reg ime in Spa A and that 
lie has maintained close relations 
with Hitler. lie was one of the 
founders o£ that league of Central 
American dictatorships w h i c li 
agrees that political refugees from 
any of the member countries will 
he sent back immediately for pro- 
per treatment in the country from 
which they were forced to flee. A 
rigorous censorship is in effect to 
prevent more definite news from 
coming out. 

BUCH AR EST. — Settling a 
deep-seated dispute that lias existed 
for six years, the Liberal Party 
and the Liberal Dissidents of Rou- 
mania have consolidated their sepa- 
rate organizations. They announce 
that the fascist threat of the newly 
formed government demands the 
unification of all liberty-lovers. 

LONDON. — The widow of Ja- 
mes P. Connolly, hero of Ireland’s 
Faster Week uprising of jqi<>, is 
on the point of death at the age of 
68. The original Irish Company of 
the Lincoln Battalion, which took 
the name of Connollv as its own, 
was her special pride. 



A ghost story of the war has 
come our way. Readers may inter- 
pret it as they please'; the comrade 
who tells it offers no explanation, 
nor shall we. Here it is. . 

Comrade C. went into the Bru- 
nete offensive with the British 
Battalion. Villanueva de la Canada 
was taken, and the Battalion moved 
forward to positions under Mosqui- 
to Crest. C. found cover for 
himself, and crouched down. He 
was lying alone. 




Presently he noticed that some- 
body else was lying a short distance 
away. It surprised him, for he had 
seen nobody arrive. The man wore 
a scarf that was immediately fami- 
liar to C. The colours and pattern 
were unmistakeablc. It belonged to 
an American friend who had bought 
it when he had gland trouble. The 



impression was completed by the 
man’s helmet, which had a- certain 
shape and marks which C. also 
connected with his friend. Someth- . 
ing in the way the man was lying 
aroused C’s suspicions, and he 

V 1 “ 

decided to crawl across. 

It took hinr'Some time to edge 
over the intervening space. When 
he arrived, lie found that this was 
his friend as he bad supposed, and 
he was dead. Evidence showed that 
he had died very recently. C. was 
puzzled, since to his knowledge the 
Americans were in a different part 
of the battle, and this man had no 
reason to be here. He decided to 
take any papers that might be in 
his friend’s pockets, in case there 
was anything he would have liked 
to have preserved. Before he could 
do so, a bullet hit the ground close 
to him, and another followed. It 
was too dangerous to stay where 
he was, so he made his way back 
without the papers. Shortly after- 
wards he was wounded and was 
taken' away to a hospital. 

Some weeks later, when being 
moved from one hospital to another,- 
lie was waiting on a station plat- 
form for a train. He saw someone 
he knew walking down the plat- 
form, and following a little behind, 
a man wearing the scarf he had 
last seen on his friend’s dead body. 
As they drew level, he was as- 
tonished to find that the wearer of 
the scarf was its original owner, 
the man he had found dead ben- 
eath Mosquito Crest. 

This man had never been in the 
Brunete action. He was on an 
entirely different front at the time. 




Imp. Elzevirian*, E. C. - Torres Amat, 9 - Barcelona 
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C. N. T. National Plenum on 
Record for Antifascist 
United Action 




SCENES ot the burial services held In Tarragona to pay tribute to the 
lour British seamen killed while working on the S. S. Thorpness by bombs 

dropped from Hitler’s planes. 



To Carry on as British Sailors, 
Says Captain of bombed Ship 



The airmen made a direct at- 
tempt to bojnb my ship*, said 
Captain C. E. Roberts of the S. 
S. Thorpness, on January 22, two 
days after a bombing raid to Ta- 
rragona of fascist airmen in pla- 
nes recognized as Italian. 

We had just returned from the 
funeral of the four sailors who 
are knowu to have been killed. 
Three more are still missing, 
perhaps blown to unrecognizable 
bits. We were talking together 
on the badly damaged bridge of 
the ship. On the decks below a 
number of Labour M. P. who 
had attended the funeral, were 
examining the wreckage. 

ATTACK DELIBERATE 

The Captain pointed to a 28 
foot Union Jack stretched across 
the top of the wireless room. 
• That flag is clearly visible to 
aircraft*, be continued, «and the 
airmen must have known tnat 
they were attacking a British 
boat*. 

«I may say it was deliberate, 
because all three bombs were ai- 
med at us. All hit the quayside, 
killing seven of my men who 



were making for shelter. We had 
been unloading our coal in the 
port of Tarragona for iS days and 
there have beeu no less than three 
deliberate attacks mi us. Last 
Sunday three planes dropped 
bombs 200 feet from the ship and 
the Wednesday before that, three 
bombs were dropedd on the quay 
side*. 

TRIBUTE PAID 

The four British sailors were 
carried to their final resting place 
in the tiny British cemetery of 
Tarragona, amidst scenes that ex- 
pressed the great sorrow and in 
dignation of Lite Spanish people. 
The small group of British who 
marched in silent tribute behind 
the four plain coffins, could feet 
this deep sympathy of the peopl^ 
who turned out in thousands for 
the funeral procession. Headed 
by the ship's officers and crew, 
tbe Labour members of Parlia- 
ment, representatives of the Spa- 
nish government and the Mayor 
of Tarragona, the procession was 
saluted by soldier and civilian. 

(Continued on page 8). 



'the Amplified National Plenum 
of the C. N, T, (National Confe- 
deration of Labour) which began 
in Valencia on January 15, held 
its final session on January 25. In 
addition to the members of the 
various Local and Regional Com- 
mittees some 600 delegates were 
present from all parts of loyalist 
territory. It is claimed that the 
C. N\ T. now has 1.700,000 mem- 
bers in Republican Spain. The 
I Men vim sent telegrams of gree- 
tings to the International Fede- 
ration of Trade Unions, the 
French General Confederation of 
Labour and to the British Trade 
Unions. 

It was decided to decrease the 

uuinber of National Federations 
of Industry to 14. They are now 
as follows : 

Agricultural, Fishiug and Food 
Industries. 

Metal Industries. 

Transport. 

Health Sendees. 

Textile Industries. 

Leather Industries. 

Building and Lumber Indus- 
tries. 

Water, Gas and Electricity. 

Theatres and Cinemas. 

Banks, Insurances, etc. 

Teaching. 

Communications. 

Chemical Industries. 

Public employees, etc. 

A suggestion was also made for 
the establishment of a Trade 
Union flank jointly maintained 
bv the C. X. T, and the U. G. T. 

Before the closing of the Ple- 
num the National Committee of 
the C. N. T. made the following 
declaration : 

1. The C. N. T. ratifies tho 
line which has been followed sin- 
ce July 19, 1936 with the aim of 
achieving unity of action between 
all the organisations forming the 

antifascist block. This unity of 
action should he guided by a pro- 



gram worked out in common by 
all organisation and parties 
which indicating the path to be 
followed in order to win the war 
anil to restore our economy, which 
was destroyed by the treason of 
the army. 

In view of the difficulties of 
our struggle and its conviction 
that all energies must be united, 
the Plenum is in favor of ouce 
ami for all abandoning profuse 
words and of passing to practical 
deeds. 

2. The C. N. T. persists in its 
aim of attaining unity of action 
with the U. G. T. Unity of action 
must be founded on r concise and 
concrete program according to 
which both sides should be equa- 
lly responsible for the carrying 
out of the tasks lying before them 
in the economic and constructive 
field. Such tasks lie in the pro- 
vince of the trade unions, which 
are the basic pillars of the new 
society. 

3. The C. N. T. heartily disap- 
proves of the systematic attacks 
on the legal development of the 
Trade Unions ami the Collectives. 
The C. N\ T. considers indispen- 
sable a Government antifascist in 
character, but which is absolutely 
divorced from the sectarian ism 
of the various parties. This veil! 
only be achieved by the propor- 
tional representation of each po- 
litical party and organisation iu 

tlic Government. Only if these 
conditions are fulfilled does the 

C. N. T. consider that it is pos- 
sible to hasten our advance along 
the path to final victory, the 
achievmuiit of which it does not 
for one moment doubt. This will 
be tile vetory cf the ! idenpen 
ce of Spain and for the general 
emancipation of the producers, 
t'he C. X. T. has gi\en and 
will continue to applv all its 
energies to the task of attaining 
victory. 

Salmi, comrades at the front,*?, 
heroic and unselfish defenders of 
Freedom! Salud, heroes of tho 
rear who do not spare their ef- 
forts in the places of production! 
Salud, all anti-fascists, without 
distinction of creed !* 
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MacPaps Under Fire 



The MacPaps came up to join 
the Brigade after Belchite with the 
title of the Model Battalion. They 
were the first English-speaking 
volunteers to benefit from the new 
policy of intensive training. When 
they went into action at Fuentes de 
Ebro they proved the value of the 
new policy, if it needed proving. 

Fuentes was a good all-round test 
for a new unit. They faced the usual 
pleasantries — artillery, avions, 

mortars, grenades and the less 
obtrusive dangers of rifle and ma- 
chine-gun fire. They went over the 
top, and only the barbed wire 
stopped them. What they took, they 
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held, digging themselves in by 
night. 

A cabo of machine-gunners, who 
came out to Spain from a logging 
camp, gave it as his opinion that 
:jr all their training the Battalion 
still had much to learn. They found 
out a lot they didn’t know while 
under fire. In action, he said, one 
discovers things about the gun 
which dont come home to one when 
training behind the line. The impor- 
tance of cleaning the gun whenever 
there's a spare moment to cfo was 
one lesson he picked up. 

When the Battalion went over, 
he and his group gave them cover- 
ing fire. Trench mortars came back 
at them. Sometimes these things 
would show signs of getting a 
dangerously accurate range, and 
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then the gun would have to be 
moved. Whenever a new position 
was taken up, lie, as cabo, was 
responsible for the final choice, 
and for seeing that the field of fire 
was sufficiently clear. In action he 
directed the firing. 

This man experienced his stiffest 
half-hour when the Battalion was 
going into position. Trenches were 
shallow, communications not always 
continuous. He carried the barrel 
of the gun, crawling on his 
stomach. The barrel is no light 
weight even when you have a free 
choice of how you will carry it. 
Here and there he had to make a 
dash for it, risking whatever there 
was. 

Of the many stories of bravery 
that could be told after every action 
only a few come to light, as a rule 
the incidents of a more spectacular 
nature. Sometimes the less romantic 
adventures involve a greater strain. 
The cabo tells of one comrade who 
spent a whole night looking for 
wounded men in no-man’s land and 
bringing them in. He gave up his 
sleep to do it. 

One night a file of men appeared, 
moving dimly in the dark and 
heading for the fascist lines. Those 
who were in that section of the 
trench grabbed their guns. One 




Graduates Pledge to Victory 



(On the occasion of their graduation from-Che 15th. Brigade 

Officers Training School, English-speaking and Spanish 

comrades took the fpllowing pledge on January 16, 1938); 

We, the graduates of the second Officers Training School, 
hereby pledge with all our hearts to carry high the standards of 
the 15th Brigade of the Spanish Army ; we pledge to continue 
our studies In order to carry to completion the training of our 
units within the Spanish Regular Army ; we pledge to carry 
Into our work a crusading spirit for the improvement of our 
technique and the application of the military principles we have 
had the opportunity of studying. 

We pledge an eternal fight against fascism wherever it may 
be found and in whatever guise It may hide ; we pledge to the 
International working class that we will fulfil the trust they 
have placed In us ; we pledge to the working masses of our 
countries, our mass organisations, that we will carry out the 
missions for which they sent us to Spain. 

We pledge to carry out our tasks at the front in a militant 
and disciplined manner, to aid in the defeat of Franco and his 
foreign allies and thus deal a deadly and lasting blow to fas- 
cism ; we pledge In the rear and at the front to bring this war 
to a quick and successful conclusion. 

Signed: 

Ivor Roe Hickman, Jack Roberts, Andrew Mitchell, Ramon 
Caste l, Archibald Cook , J. Lyons, Thane Summers, Louis 
Carter, Milton Weiner, Henry Buska, Faisne Surin, Mack 
Coal, Morris Davies, Leo Kaufman, Joseph Hecht, Murray Ne - 
meroff, George Wait, Albert Fane hi l, William Bell, Bill Me 
Chrystal, T. W. Gregory , Jack Corrigan, John Me Grandle, 
Jack Reid, Joseph Vaughan, J . W. Croll, Harry Dobsen, Bert 
Ramero, Rubin Ryani, Robert N. Turner, James A. Gunning 
Joe Laius, John Coward, Herbet S. Conner, Samuel Wren, 
Marion B. Massey, William Boyak, Maurice Bloom, John 
Rody, Hitchcock, G. Buck. 



never knows. Guns can’t be grabbed 
too quickly when something unfa- 
miliar appears in the dark. Fortu- 
nately, someone heard an English 
voice. The file was a British machi- 
ne-gun group looking for their 
battalion. When the MacPaps told 
them where they were and where 
they were going, they stepped off 
the skyline pretty quick. 

Another man describes how he 
heard the fascist avions approach- 
ing for the first time, and looked 
round at two or three machine- 
guns and their crews posted near 
iin. They cant miss a target this 
size, he thought. He waited, but 
nothing- fell — which proves that 
he who waits doesn’t get every- 
thing. 

The MacPap’s early training 
seems trt have given them a taste 
for more. Some smart remarks on 
manoeuvres went up on the machi- 
ne-gun company’s wall newspaper 
when the Brigade were last in re- 
serve. The MacPaps wanted bigger 
and better realism. One contributor 
complained indignantly of the beha- 
viour of a certain unit of the op- 
posing side during the Brigade 
manoeuvres. This unit persisted 
in carrying out a flank attack 
after he had wiped it out. 

The thirst for realism prompted 



the MacPaps to suggest to the 
British Battalion before the man- 
oeuvres began that they take up 
their positions in the dark, as they 
would under actual campaign con- 
ditions. The British reply was 
polite hut firm. 



REX ET IMPERATOR 




Peep-bo! Anyone seen my empire 
lying around? 



SUPPLYING the batteries with the stuff Intakes, 
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The Brigade Intendencia 



Jura de los graduados 

(En ocasidn de sus graduaclones de la Escuela de Ofidales 
de la 1 5 Brigada, Camaradas Espanoles y a nglo^merica no« han 
prestado el siguiente juramento en el dla 16 de enero de 1938 . ) 

Nosotros, graduadot de la legunda Eacucla de Otlcfales, 
prometemos con todo corazdn llevar alto las band eras de la XV 
Brlgada y del FJircit'o Esparto! ; prometemos conttauar nuestro*' 
estudlos para llevar a cabo la Insfruccldn en nMestras Unldades . 
del Ejirclto Espaflol ; prometemos poner en nuestro trabajo un 
esplrltu de saeriffclo para mejorar la ttcnlea y aplkar mejor los 
principle* mill tares que hemos estndlado y deseamos aprovechar. 

Prometemos luchar etemamente contra el fasclsmo, sea 
donde sea y contra cualqulera apariencla que se oculte 1 pro- 
metemos justiflcar a ,1a clase obrera International la conflanza 
que tlene en nosotros ; prometemos a la masa obrera de nuestro 
pals y a las organlzaclones de masas, que ctimpllremos la mlsidn 
para la cual nos han mandado a Esparto. 

Prometemos llevar a cabo nucstra. tarea cn el frentc con 
dlsclphna mllltar, to mar parte en la derrota de Franco y sus 
allados extranjeros y dar un golpe de muerte at tasetsmo ; pro- 
metemos Igualmente tanto los del f rente como los de la reta- 
guardla termlnar la guerra lo m6s pronto poslble y con el triunfo 
mbs completo. 

Rafael Ortega, Valerlano Navarro, Juan Martinez, Pedro 
Bayona, Jos* Torres, Angel Delgado, Emilio Sdnchez, Jos* 
Ldpez, Andris Serrano, D. Caronzmake, Fulgendo Aparldo, 
Ernesto Figueras Pascual, Naurlbatro, Rafael Andris, Marcos 
Moreno Jerez* Juan Traver Calduch. 

Ftrmado; 

Rafael Ortega, Valeriano Navarro, Juan Martinez, Pedro Ba- 
yona, Josi Torres, Angel Delgado , Emilio Sdnchez, Josi Ldpez, 
Andrh Serrano, D. Caronzmake, Fulgencio AParicio , Ernesto 
Figueras Pascual, N.auribatro, Rafael Andris, Marcos Moreno 
Jerez, Juan Trave Calduch. 



Dombrowski Brigade Helps 
Peasants Gather Olive Crop 



The Intendencia of the 15th Bri- 
gade is a small group, less than for- 
ty men, but among them you will 
find a former regional president 
of a political party, two former 
prisoners of the fascists, a battal- 
ion commissar, veterans of Valen- 
cia street fighting and the July 
days round Madrid and a political 
exile from the United States. These 
comrades, together with the others, 




DISHING out the grub from the 
camion at the front 

bear the responsibility of feeding, 
clothing and outfitting the Brigade. 
Any morning you will find them 
working, some lugging sacks of 
rice, garbanzos, meat, bread and 
potatoes, some measuring out oil 
and wine, some distributing cloth- 
ing or patiently explaining the 
necessity for returning even the 
last unmatched dirty sock for wash- 
ing and reclamation. They constant- 
ly war against waste, and yon 
might meet them at a Brigade Staff 
meeting still explaining. Through 
their arguments you can see the 
general economic policy of the Go- 
vernment. When they speak against 
waste you can sec the tremendou.'' 
growth of the People’s Army and 
the Government’s determination to 
clothe and feed them all. 

SPARE TIME FOR STUDY 

Ox perhaps you might see them 
in a spare hour teaching each other. 
One comrade teaches arithmetric 
and higher mathematics, another 
teaches reading and writing, so that 




today there is no one illiterate in 
the unit. Geography and current 
history are also taught. Others 
prepare the wall paper, which 

do credit to any battalion. 

LAUNDRY SERVICE 

Twenty or more women are 
employed to wash, iron and repair 
the clothing of the men. Four shoe 
repairmen turning out an average 
of 19 repaired shoes a day compose 
what is known as the “servicio 
recuperacion” which helps to save 
the Government a great deal. 

Tobacco is purchased from the 
army agency and resold at cost to 
the various units by the Intenden- 
cia. The cigarettes and foods sent 
in liberal quantities from abroad 
are also portioned out hv the Inten- 
dencia. 

When the Brigade moves, and as 
a shock brigade it moves- often, the 
Intendencia provides the cold rat- 
ions at the starting point; it sees to 
it that additional quantities are 
supplied along the way as needed. 

The Brigade canteen is of a most 
complete character. It supplies the 
comrades with practically anything 
they require, at a reasonable price. 

The 15th Brigade Intendencia is 
part of a tremendously important 
organization — the General Inten- 




THE WATER WAGON 



rlencia of the People’s Army. It has 
its roots deep in the economic and 
agricultural life of the Spanish 
people. It is a link between our 
Brigade and the workers of the 
fields and factories which we are 
helping to defend. 



BLAME IT ON THE WEATHER 



- What does she say about Spain? 
Sorry, old man. Can’t get an 
answer, well’s frozen over. 



When they were resting in 
a small Aragon village recently, 
the members of the Duiubrowski 
(Polish) International Brigade of- 
fered their services to the local 
peasants and volunteered .to help 
them gather the olive crop which 
this season has been an extraor- 
dinarily heavy one. 

In fact, precisely as a result of 
the heavy crop and of the fact 
that so many of the peasants’ sons 
are fighting at the front, the 
olive crop was at one time thre- 
atened with ruin if it could not 
be. picked before the eominenev 
ment of the severe winter frosts. 
The action of the Dombrowski 
Brigade in offering their servi- 
ces provided the peasants' with 
i.000 men who in the short s]>aec 
of t\,o days picked some’ .40 tons 
of olives. 

This aet of sacrifice on the part 
of the soldiers, who gave up two 
days of their well-earned rest to 
help the peasants is merely ano- 
ther illustration of the mutual 
understanding which exists bet- 
ween the Army and flu people 




in loyalist Spain. It also shows 
that the soldiers of the Army 
will, when the time comes, be 
the first to consolidate the esta- 
blishment of the peace and to 
work fur the building np of a 
new society. 

Indeed it seems more than a 
eoiucidcnce that the olive hranri 
is the symbol of peace. 





FOOD prepared while travelling 
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WHAT’S 



IN A POSTER? 



The magnificent posters of Loya- 
list S pa in are one of its most 
obvious and impressive features. In 
a ' flashing’ combination of co- 
lor, image, symbol and slogan, 
the posters are helping to light the 
way to victory. They carry their 
clarion messages over the length 
and breadth of the country. They 
tell, teacli and inspire from the 
walls and windows of the cities, 
from telephone poles and spaces 
along the roads into the villages 
and farming regions. They reach 
the front itself on the walls of bri- 
gade headquarters and battalion 
library dugouts. 

EFFECT GREAT 

The influence of these posters 
has been tremendous. Among a 
people with a high percentage of 
illiteracy but also with a developed 
capacity to appreciate a true appeal 
to their senses, the posters have 



achieved results impossible to other 
media. It is, of course, obvious 
that posters are the most common 
and evefyday means of public 
announcement k nown to modern 
civilization. But the Spanish peo- 
ple’s genius has taken it and raised 
it to perhaps the most brilliant 
height of expression and effective- 
ness ever reached. To those of us 
coming from countries where pretty 
posters by the million compete with 
each other hysterically in the clap- 
trap of bargain days, bankruptcy 
sales and the latest Hollywood epic 
it has been a revelation to see the 
splendid examples recording and 
proclaiming the deepest fundamen- 
tals of struggle against the worst 
enemy of mankind. 

New posters are always appear- 
ing, as new problems and situations 
arise. At present, for instance, the 
winter campaign series is. most pro- 
minent. They call for contributions 
of clothing, blankets or money to 
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THE FIRST RECRUITING poster, which was'prfnted io large quantities 
and distributed throuzhout all cities and towns of importance in Spain 



provide additional comfort for the 
People’s Army. In the many mil- 
lions of pesetas donated by the 
public to supplement the Govern- 
ment’s issue of winter supplies, 
these stirring posters have played a 
substantial role. Gradually this sc- 
ries is being replaced by posters 
pointing out the needs of children, 
and already toys and shoes and 
warm underwear are being distri- 
buted to youngsters as a result of 
the opening appeals. This quick fle- 
xibility of the poster, adapting itself 
to the dictates of the moment, is 
perhaps its outstanding advantage. 

TIMELY 

Despite their abundance and 
frequent changing, certain posters 
have become classics of the war. 
They stand out in memory long 
afler new posters have taken the 
best positions on display. Favorites 
are natural. But the really signifi- 
cant thing is that these perennials 
are those which most perfectly 
combine a vivid portrayal of the 
immediate situation, a clear solution 
and a dramatic call to action. Thus 
the double celebration in November 
of the twentieth anniversary of the 
of the Russian Revolution and the 
first anniversary of Madrid’s de- 
fence covered Spain with an exhi- 
bition which showed not only glad- 
ness and triumph but also cons- 
ciousness of the ultimate goal each 
represented. Likewise, the homage 
recently rendered to the Internatio- 
nal Brigades on their first year in 
action produced a set of posters 
showing them in various aspects 
but all summing up the truth, 
living and fighting in the heart 
of every International volunteer, 
that still ’’the front of Madrid is 
the front of the world”. 

LIFE IN OLD POSTERS 

On the twelfth anniversary of 
the death of Pablo Iglesins, founder 
of the Socialist Party of Spain, tin- 
placards of all organizations parti- 
cipating in the memorial emplutsP 
zed that unity of all the worker- 
would be his slogan imw. 

Certain posters may lc called 
ancient, considering the concentra- 
ted onrush of event and change 
since they appeared. But their fun- 
damental truth still holds good. 
Standing like a monument in it> 
unchanging lesson is the stark 
"tabbing poster demanding “Silen- 
i e in the rearguard, the enemy P 
hMcning” with its leering death's- 
head and crossed streaks on the 
mouth to keep it shut. An example 
that ha* survived almost, from the 



beginning of the war shows the 
peasant with his hoe, the mechanic 
with his hammer and the soldier 
with his bayonet, all side by side, 
lunging forward shoulder to shoul- 
der in an invincible advance of 
unity. 

Another old but still living poster 
shows a panic-stricken woman 
shielding a baby with her own body 
from enemy bombers overhead, 
while Loyalist soldiers staunchly 
hold the lines in the background. 




The >logan is “Evacuate Madrid 
the better to defend it”, and is as 
true today as before. An example 
of pile-driving emotional power is 
the appeal for aid to the refugees 
of the North. It shows an Asturian 
miner, gaunt and hard-pressed in 
his lonely valor, hut grimly ready 
in hurl his dynamite. 

AMONG THE FIRST 

Unforgettable is the discontinued 
series of Fifth Regiment recruiting- 
posters, probably the very first to 
appear after the war began . Calling 
upon men and women, they were 
posted throughout the land almost 
overnight, burning like beacons, 
ringing like bells. Volunteers arose 
everywhere in response to the call" 
to form those pioneer shock battal- 
ions that bore the names “Lenin- 
grad". "Paris Commune”, “Battal- 
ion of Steel" (composed 100 % of 
metal workers) and others. In ral- 
lying the 70.000 Spanish fighter> 
who quickly joined the regiment, 
these clarion powers did their sha- 
re. The last one "hows the Fifth 
Regiment voluntarily blending it 
self into tlic People’s Army emerg 
ing from all the militia units. 
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BASIC PURPOSE 

Naturally the mood of most 
Loyalist posters is a terrific fight- 
ingspirit strength, preparation, or- 
ganization, unity and more strength 
to carry out the tasks of the war. 
That all-important purpose is never 
forgotten. But other characteristic 
moods of Spain are not omitted. 
There is pride and warmth in those 
showing women taking their place 
in the lines of liberty. There is love 
and tenderness in those appealing 
for the welfare of orphans and 
little children. There is bitter and 
withering scorn in the satirical 
posters exposing rumor-mongers, 
speculators, ultra -leftists, cafG stra- 
tegists, and other annoying or dan- 
gerous enemies of the people. 

The creators of this powerful 
instrument of the poster deso» vc 
tribute. Organized unbn men, the 
artists, draftsmen, lithographers 
and printers enjoy no privileges 
for their responsibility. They work 
in cities under shell-fire and bom- 
bardment, on short rations of food 
and fuel, often without enough 
electric power for light on their 
drawing boards or current in the 
printing machinery. But they carry 
on their work as consistently and 
courageously as possible. Their 
stream of pictorial enlightenment 




flows on without interruption. 

In this great outpouring are pos- 
ters representing the Government 
Ministries, the various political par- 
ties, the syndical organizations, 
many individual trade unions, the 
Socorro Rojo, the Friends of the 
Soviet L'nion, mass organization^ 
and the Popular Front itself. Any 
and all organized opinion may deli- 
ver its message. But arguments o 
viewpoint are never stressed. Tli c 
posters of Royalist Spain are the 
-ynibol and record of anti-fascist 
unity. 

Perhaps tlu->e powers are noi 
works of art. Jf art, as somebody 




FROM LOOSE bands of militiamen to a highly organized and technical People's Army. This Is the achie- 
vement of Republican Spain today. This New Army has proven that It can inflict serious defeats on Franco's 
leglonaires, and thatdt is headed toward final victory in spite of the foreign aid lent to the Spanish fascists. 



once described it, is “emotion recol- 
lected in tranquillity”, they cannot 
be. For there is no herenity in a 
land struggling to preserve the 
fundamentals of life. The whole 
meaning of that struggle is brought 
into these posters, unifying problem 
and solution in one simultaneous 
stroke. To see is to understand; to 
understand is to act. That is the 
guiding principle. It may not pro- 
duce formal art, but Spain’s art is 
being taken care of in other ways. 
Nevertheless the rich traditions and 



"I HAVEN’T 
DONE ENOUGH " 

One guv all the Lincoln-Was- 
hington fellows have felt better for 
having with them this time is Syd 
Levine, Machine Gun instructor for 
the Battalion. 

Coming over with the very first 
group of American volunteers in 
December, over a year ago, Syd 
was one of the original JLincolners. 
From then on he saw action 
— plenty action — but one of his 
proudest boasts is that he brought 
the Company lie then commanded 
through the tough Bnmete cam- 
paign without anyone being woun- 
ded. He knows how to combine the 
maximum of safety of our men 
with the maximum of danger for 
1 1 10 fascists i There’s a Maxim for 
yuu ! ). 

Approached >e\eral tinier in the 
past about going Home, he always 

figured that he “hadn’t done enough 

• * 

yet 

Such guys win war*. 



profound achievements of El Gre- 
co, Velasquez, Goya aud Murillo 
clearly exist in these emergency 
expressions. The museums of vic- 



torious Spain and the archives of 
the international working class will 
give these posters a place of highest 
honor. 




MOBILIZATION of the peasants. An early poster. 
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RAIDS ON CIVILIANS 



When Franco sends out his aviation from Mallorca to 
the coastal cities of Republican Spain, or from inland bases 
to towns nearer the line, he makes no discrimination between 
military and civilian objectives. As a result, every raid adds 
a few more to the total of civilian deaths. 

There are some millions of civilians at work in Repu- 
blican Spain. Suppose that an air raid kills on an average ioo 
people. To knock off a single million at the rate of one raid 
a day would take 10,000 days, or something approaching 
thirty years. The cost, it is hardly necessary to add, would 
be prohibitive. 

There is no justification of any sort for the steady slaugh- 
ter of civilians. The average man or woman does not give 
way to terror unless he is very hard-pressed or has a bad con- 
science. The people of Republican Spain fee] anything but 
hard-pressed after Teruel, and in place of a bad conscience 
they have an anger against the Spanish military caste and 
their foreign helpers which leaves little room for fear. 

Under these circumstances it is as big an undertaking to 
break their spirit as to exterminate them. Wholesale butchery 
of civilians serves no military purpose at all. What is being 
done now has the effect only of increasing the anger and de- 
termination of the people who see it happen, and of bringing 
home to those of vaguer views precisely what the fascist rebe- 
llion stands for. 

Line soldiers who are accustomed to treating fascist air- 
craft with military prudence would be surprised to see how 
the people in the rearguard cities react to their approach. They 
regard an air raids as a spectacle that should be watched. They 
vacate the streets, but they stand 011 porches and balconies, 
even 011 roof-tops, and point out the passing aircraft to each 
other as it goes over them. Not very wise perhaps, but it 
shows just how much they are afraid of 'it.' Later, when the 
day’s load of bombs has done its futile work and knocked 
another hundred off the total of rearguard population, the 
ambulances can be heard racing to the scene with sirens 
screaming- This is the only screaming that is heard in the 
streets. Then faces grow more serious, but not with fear. 
Tile workmanlike posters that tell us our first concern is to 
finish with Franco once and for all seem to speak with a fresh 
significance after that. The cities of the rear have seen and 
hit the war. Inevitably this affects the citizens more than 
:\y news sheet from the front line. 

Madrid has been familiar with the fascist artillery for 
more than a year. Civilians working near the Telefonica, the 
tall building that offers the fascist their easiest target, watch 
the shells as they land and lay bets on which window will get 
it next. There is a story of a baker who had one of his en- 
trances blocked by a bursting shell. He posted a notice on 
the pile of debris, saving « Business as usual at the other door». 

Neither bombs nor shells can destroy the spirit of a 
people tli at is fighting for its liberty. History has taught this 
lesson often enough. Once agains the lascist command shows 
itself entirely devoid of imagination. In killing our civilians, 
these men are hastening only tin* da)- their own end. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



Queipo de Llano has plenty of 
headaches but he seems to be 
looking for more. The other night 
he broadcast from Radio Sevilla 
that the Italians just couldn’t take 
it at Guadalajara. Ah, there, Beni- 
to! Are you listening?... The son 
of the former Japanese Premier 
gave a lecture in New York on the 
military situation in China. It must 
have been a very authoritative 
lecture, for lie's a captain — captain 
nf Princeton University’s golf 
team... Excerpt from the state- 
ment of the British corporation that 
owns the famous Rio Tinto copper 
mine: “Since General Franco’s 

forces occupied the mine area, 
there has been no labour unrest”. 
They probably mean ”rest”... Co- 
lonel La Rocque, leader of the 
French fascists, was well-known 
even as a youngster. Two of liis 
fellow students at St. Cyr. Acade- 
my testified at a recent trial that 
one of the sayings on the campus 
was ”a liar like La Rocque”... Ita- 
lian birth-rates are dropping so 
sharply that- the fascist paper ”La 
Stampa” asks ”Are Italian women 
011 strike?” Would you call it a 
liedown strike?... Kyosuka TOMA- 
da the famous Japanese actor, was 
killed on the Shanghai front. He 
was a great comedian. It’s a pity 
the Chinese soldiers were in no 
mood to appreciate his latest role... 
Post cards for Franco’s army art 
printed \vi 4, i inscriptions in various 
languages. So are ours. The diffe- 
rence is that in theirs the Spanish 
message comes last... Protestant 

ministers in Germany now hold re- 
ligious meetings underground. If 
you can reniemlier back that far. 
the first Christian churches were 
organized in the Roman cata- 
combs... Society note: Prince Paul 
of Greece is keeping company with 
the former German kaiser’s grand- 
daughter. Her name is — hold 
emiow — Fredericka Louise Thyra 
Victoria Marguerite Sophie Olga 
Cccile Isabelle Christa of Brun- 
swick. What would you call hei- 
fer short?... Says the Nazi ambas- 
sador: ’’The German attitude to- 
wards the Par East crisis in <>nc 
of non-interference”. Dont mind 
tiie error. He means non-inter- 
vention. Anthony Eden war- 
ned Mussolini some time ago to 
stop his anti-British radio propa- 
ganda in the Near East — or take 
the consequences. Since then the 
broadcast* have increased to the 
point where sixteen languages are 
used, including Arabic. 'Turkish, 
Greek. Egyptian, Syrian and seve- 
ral Indian dialects. So what do you 
think the Brilidi government has 
done? Thcvve started their own 
radio station!... The border bet- 
ween Spanish and French Morocco 



has been closed by fascist autho- 
rities who say they want to keeps 
Spaniards in, but that is a mere 
coincidence, erf course... Bpazil, 
largest coffeegrowing country in 
the world, has dispo-v 1 of its 
’’unprofitable surplus” by bur- 
ning up 65 million bags weig- 
hing 132 pounds each, inside 
of seven years. And you guys 
are kicking about the coffee!... 
The war is in China but a 
Japanese army building went up 
in flames right in Tokio — causes 
unknown. It’s a funny thing, but 
the longer the front grows, the 
nearer it comes... Premier Hep- 
burn, the little Hitler of Ca- 
nada, announces ’’An American 
labor racket is exploiting Ca- 
nadian workers. This is foreign 
intervention”. Is it Henry Ford? 
You guessed it — he’s talking 
about the C. I. O.... Inciden- 
tally the Teruel lightning thrust 
took the fascists so completely by 
surprise that they filled sandbags 
with wheat. It has been taken out, 
baked and put in stomachs — where 
it belongs... Two CubAN students 
were arrested for distributing 
leaflets and then disappeared. A 
few days later a shark was caught 
with the positively identified fo- 
rearm of one of the students insi- 
de. It is now forbidden to fish for 
sharks in Havana Bay... Hitler’s 
simple little vacation cottage in the 
Bavarian Alps is in the middle of 
eight square miles of mountainside 
fenced around with electrified wi- 
re eight feet high, topped by five 
strands of barbed wire... The 
Greek government is offering a 
big reward for the arrest of seven 
criminals. They’re real criminals 
too. Five are elected deputies of 
the People's Front ticket and two 
arc trade union officials... When 
Mussolini appointed Marshal De 
Bono commander -in chief of the 
Armies of Africa, he asked II Duce 
“Do you want Ethiopia with the 
Ethiopians or without them?”... 
Who Says the British government 
is ignoring war danger? Why, 25 
million gas masks are already pre- 
pared for use of civilians alone!... 
In Costa Rica the business slogan 
is “Buy Japanese”; likewise in 
Honduras, while in El Salvador 
imports from Germany lead all 
others. Haven’t those Central Ame- 
Monroe Doctrine either?... Ano- 
ther merchant vessel was sunk 
tile other day in the Mediterra- 
nean. I11 no case has the natio- 
nality of the submarine been 
identified. But there is a rumor 
that next to the tomb of the 
unknown soldier in Italy they’re 
going to build a monument to the 
“unknown submarine”. 

MICKEY 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE GROUND 



First of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with Military 
Questions Written by the Commander of the 
Battalion of Instruction N.° 15 

MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 



Every attack passes through 
certain general phases. These pha- 
ses are general!)' distinguished as 
follows, (a) the advance ill column, 
(b) the approach march (artillery 
formations), (c) advancing the 
attack with fire anti movement, (d^ 
the actual assault, (e) continuing 
the attack (the pas?.age of the ene- 
my's line and re-organization), (f) 
finally the pursuit of the organizat- 
ion of the ground depending upon 
the situation anti the commander s 
decision. 

It is tlie final phase that is to be 
discussed in this article. It is the 
phase that is probably the most 
neglected and the one, therefore, 
that needs the mo^-t disemsion. 
Troops that have been in a serious 
action get tired out and there is a 
point in the last phase of the attack 
or pursuit when the men are no 
longer able to continue. At this 
point troops in general tend to 
Minply stop and consider the battle 
over. They light eigurrcltcs and 
generally relax, without any un- 
derstanding that they have only 
accomplished the first phase of 
their objective. A generally ack- 
nowledged phrase, much repeated 
and not very well understood, is 
that "what soldiers gain with the 
Ira y one t s they hoi d w i tl 1 1 h c spade ’ ’ . 

It is therefore necessary for us 
to emphasize that in the final phase 
of the attack, at that point in the 
attack in fact when, with our ob- 
jective achieved, we either have to 
pursue tlie enemy to his utter 
destruction or prepare for the 

counter attack, wc must begin 
immediately to consider fortifica- 
tions and organization of fire, lie- 
fore beginning any fortifications, 
certain essential factors must be 
clearly elaborated in a plan of 
action . These, in fact, should al- 
ready be in the commander’s 
mind before tlie original attack 
is begun. They are as follows : 

First: send out covering detach- 
ments to give himself security. 

Second : to decide upon the areas 
of responsibility for his subordinate 
units. 

Third: to definitely locate his 
several points of resistance. 

Fourth: to assign definite areas 
to be organized into combat posts. 

Fifth : to locate his command 
post. 

Sixth: to establish liaison with 
neighbouring uuits. 

Seventh : to assign sectors of fire 
to subordinate units. 

Eighth: to arrange his machine 
gun support from attached machine 
gun units. 

Ninth: to prepare his plan to re- 
pulse any counter attack. 



Tenth : to report to his higher 
commander that his plan for orga- 
nization of the ground is complete. 

It must be remembered by all 
commanders that the enemy s 
ci'imlcr-attaek should, if properly 
planned, come at the very moment 
we enter his line. It therefore 

becomes obvious that to organize a 
position with even temporary de- 
feu ses requires the greatest initia- 
tive and prompt action oil the part 
of subordinate commanders along 
with a thorough knowledge ol tlie 
precepts outlined in this article. 
This in no wav conflicts with the 
necessity for carrying the attack 
from objective to objective, storm- 
ing the enemy’s first, second and 
third lines of resistance in quick 
"iiccessiun. It simply means that 
when the primary objective has 
been attained, subordinate comman- 
ders must understand the immediate 
necessity for re-organization to 
throw back any counter attack. 

Certain features in the organizat- 
ion of tlie ground should be discus- 
sed : First of all the general tenden- 
cy in modern annie" is to organize 
the ground in greater depths than 
ever before, thus creating several 
lines of resistance when they have 
to be taken in succession and 



creasing the power resistance. 
It is axiomatic, of course, that 
with the organization ot the terrain 
goes the organization of fire and 
the use of the combined arms for 
this purpose, hi certain instances, 
greater deptli in the organization 
of terrain is necc><ary, and certain 
features of fortification should he 
understood. It is characteristic, for 
instance, of more or less stabilized 
warfare that : 

A. when wc arc in close con- 
tact with the enemy, 

U. when we may expect in- 
tensive artillery fire, 

C. when we may expect a de- 
cisive attack from the enemy, our 
position will be organized in much 
greater depth and with a narrower 
frontage. Iiv contrast, in eases 

where the characteristics of warfa- 
re are more open ami (a) where 
wedo not expect intensive artillery 

fire, (h) and where we are not in 
close contact with the enemy and 
(c) where no decision is sought, it 
is very probable that -our positions 
may not be organized in such great 
deptli and have a wider frontage. 

'Hie implications of organizing 
tlie ground are that one requires 
a breathing space in which to com- 
plete!) assimilate the new terrain 



that is taken and prepare it as a 
juin [dug off place for the next- leap 

forward. The dialectics of war de- 
mand the decisive defeat of ail 
enemy force rather than the siezure 
of the terrain held by the enemy, 
to ensure victory. Nevertheless, it 
is impossible with modern armies 
to continuously light a war of mo- 
vement, umbthus comes about the 
necessity for organizing the ground 
in defensive positions. In order to 
truly carry out such schemes a 
knowledge of defensive works is of 
the greatest importance. Certain 
elementary maxims can be laid 
down regarding defence, hirst, all 
fortifications must give the fullest 
use of our own weapons and res- 
trict to the greatest possible extent 
tlie effectiveness of the enemy's, 
dims our defence-works against 
artillery must (a) be in low relief, 
(b) be as strong as possible, (c> 
be well distributed, (d) in eve- 
ry case provide an alternative 
position, (e) be organized to pro- 
tect against inllating and flank- 
ing file while allowing for the 
maximum use of camouflage for 
our own machine guns, and so plac- 
ing tlidm as to permit them to 
deliver the most effective tire, 
preferably inflating or flanking 
fires ; also, our positions for rifle- 
men must be designed to give the 
fullest frontal and oblique fires 
while giving the greatest amount of 
individual protection against artil- 
lery, avion, gas and snipers. In 
(Continued on Ihe next pa_e) 
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DIAGRAM of the principles involved in organizing a Battle Front 
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Organization 

of the Ground 

(Continued From page 7) 

addition, all positions must be so 
Organized as to permit our free 
movement forward in the attack as 
well as complete protection in 
contact with our rear positions. 

It is insufficient, in organizing 
a position, simply to organize an 
outpost line of resistance, main line 
of resistance and reserve line of 
resistance. It is also necessary to 
place obstacles before our positions 
to protect against both mechanical 
and human attacks. These include 
wire, grenade traps, tank traps and 
tank mines and also various other 
types of barriers which may be 
developed at the initiative of subor- 
dinate commanders. Some of the 
requirements for successful obsta- 
cles are a-s follows : 

A. They should be constructed 
of material readily available. 

B. They should be easily and 
quickly erected. 

C. They must be effective 
batriers against all types of attack. 

D. They must have a low visi- 
bility in order not to obstruct our 
fire. 

E. They must be difficult to 

remove or destroy. 

The diagram indicates the 
principles involved in organi- 



zing a Battle Front. The figures 
indicative a wide variation. Apart 
from the particular necessities 
of the immediate situation for 
development in width or in depths 
these variations will, of cour- 
se, be much effected by the lay of 
the ground. Certain figures have 
been worked out in practice for 
the amount of work that may be 
done per man and are attached 
below. The standards established 
by these figures and diagrams ho- 
wever can in no case be ap- 
plied to all situations. They are 
merely guides and indicate the 
possibilities that exist. 

The one imperative necessity is 
that troops must realize the vital 
importance of promptly and effecti- 
vely proceeding with the organizing 
of their immediate position when 
their objective has been reached. 
Any pause at this moment is an 
invitation for a successful enemy 
counter-attack. If such a counter- 
attack should be successful our 
forces are in a worse position than 
when they began the original as- 
sault. The careful infantry soldier 
is aware of this repousibility and 

learns as much about trench con- 
struction and tlie organization of 
his fire as he possibly can, thus 
definitely eliminating the possibility 
of the enemy throwing him back 

and re-taking the ground he has 
sacrificed so much effort to gain. 
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TO CARRY ON 

(Continued From page 1) 

«We shall carry on as British 
sailors*, said Captain Roberts, 
•and' it will take more than 
bombs to stop us doing our duty*. 
Then he added, with intense bit- 
terness, «We hope that whatever 
nation these airmen belong to will 
be proud of the great exploit ca- 
rried out by their gallant flyng 
men against a defenceless ship, 
against men employed on their 
lawful occasions*. 

What will the Government of 
Britain do? Round each coffin 
was wrapped the flag of our coun- 
try. This flag should stand for 
international law. It was never 
intended to drape the victims of 
Italian fascism. 



THE ONLY WAY HE CAN 




Franco: Admit lt,'Mlaja, I score a 
victory every time I cut oif your 
radio broadcast. 




SELF- DESTROYERS 



Load upon load of bomb and shell 
Shakes down the brick and stone and dust. 
But what does all this rulnspell 
When only brick and stone are crushed? 
Beneath you storm of steel the town 
Shivers, and sinks slowly down, 

And you believe that hearts He deep. 

With homes under the rubble heapl 
Your loss is greater than your gain ; 

Men whose homes are here no longer 
Spread the fever of their anger 
Through the length and breadth of Spain. 

A million hearts you have made stronger. 
You have armed a million men. 

What you destroy, shatter burn, 

Are not the things that in their turn 
Will strike you and your cannons dumb, 

Is not the spirit in whose name 
We built an army, and defied 
Your steel, your thunder and your flame : 
These cannot die till we have died. 

You understand so little. You 

Have more than walls to batter through — 
Men 

Such as your brutish heroes never knew 
The way to overcome 

M. TOMALIN 



NEW CITY COUNCIL 
FORMED IN TERUEL 

The new Teruel City Council 
was officially constituted on Ja- 
nuary 17, 1938. Angel Sanchez, 
who is chairman of the Provincial 
Socialist Federation, was elected 
Mayor of Teruel. Previous to the 
rebellion Sanchez was vice-chair- 
man of the Provincial Deputation. 
His wife and his daughter were 
shot by the fascists. 



* A A A ^ x A A A X j. a . 

ON OUR WAY 

Franco, according to the latest 
dug out dope, has put his two 
centimos into the discussion of 
proposals for the withdrawal of 
foreign troops in Spain. He seems 
to have suggested that he would 
send 1.000 of hrs Italian, German 
and Moorish soldiers back home 
if 5.000 volunteers fighting on the 
Loyalist side were withdrawn. 

He awaits our answer so we’ve 
decided to take it to him in Bur- 
gos. Just wait, Franco, old boy. 



B. R. 
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PREMIER NEGRIN SPEAKS TO THE CORTES 
SAYS REPUBLICAN VICTORY CERTAIN 




DR. JUAN NEGRIN 



In accordance with th e pro- 
visions of the Constitution the 
Cortes of the Republic met on 
February i, 1938. The assembly 
which had been summoned and 
later postponed, took place in 
Montserrart instead of in the 
Catalan Parliament so as to pre- 
vent the fascist air force from 
taking this as an excuse to carry 
out another bombng raid on the 
civilian population of Barcelona. 

NEGRIN SPEAKS 

Dr. Juan Negrin, Prime Minis- 
ter, made the principal speech 
at the opening of the Cortes. 
•Tlie Government*, he began, 
• has summoned a meeting of . the 
Cortes in order to comply not 
only with a constitutional pre- 
cept, but also in accordance with 
democratic principles in order to 
be in close contact with the peo 
pie through parliament, and to 
render a full account regarding 
the use the Government has' ma- 
de of the full powers granted by 
it c Cortes last October.* 



MOVE WAS NECESSARY 

After speaking of the change 
in the Ministry of Justice, he 
said : *Ever since this Govern- 

ment was constituted it had the 
intention of moving to Barcelona. 
This was deemed convenient for 
various reasons bearing ou do- 
mestic and international policy. 
They are so clear that it is not 
necessary td create the conditions 
which would make it possible. It 
was indispensable in the first pla- 
ce to give to the Army of the 
East the regular formation, con- 
sistency, discipline and the neces- 
sary command. It was also neces- 
sary for the Government to reco- 
ver the political command of the 
zone occupied in Aragon, which 
was achieved in spite of all the 
prophecies to the contrary, wi- 
thout the slightest trouble and 
with highly satisfactory results. 
In the second place we wished to 
have the assurance that the 
fronts of our Army had already 
such stability and firmness that 
our plans would be carried out 
without fear of any mshap and 
that we could effect the transfer 
without causing dangerous alarm 
in our rear. So firm was our con- 
viction in the strength of our 
fronts that in spite of the unfor- 
tunate happening in the North, 
we insisted on carrying out our 
decision.* 

REPRISALS 

Sr. Negrin explained that the 
crimes committed by. the fascists 
in bombing cities in the rear wit- 
hout any military objective, cau- 
sing irreparable havoc, slaughte- 
ring with impunity defenceless 
citizens, women and children ha- 
ve deserved the condemnation of 
the whole world. «But the con- 
demnation of the whole world,* 
he said, vis not sufficient to make 
them stop in their ferocious be- 



havior, which is a clear demons- 
tration of their impotence. Seve- 
ral times the Minster of National 
Defence has announced his rea- 
diness to renounce any warlike 
action against the towns of the 
rear on a basis of a guaranted re- 
ciprocity. Until this is achieved 
— painful as it tnay be — the 
Government declares that it will 
be compelled to answer enemy 
aggressions by similar methods. 
It will answer with appropriate 
measures all the crimes of those 
who, not satisfied with having 
been traitors to their own coun- 
try, handing it over to the greed 
of foreign imperialist powers pre- 
fer in their mad impotence to 
destroy onr country rather than, 
deliver up their banners to the 
Republic.* 

NO COMPROMISE 

The ±*iime Minister emphasised 
that the war is the principal pre- 
occupation and that it cannot be 
finished except by the victory 
and unconditional triumph of the 
cause of the people and the legi- 
timate Government of Spain. He 
added : «Our peace will not be 
a peace of pacts, arrangements 
and compromises. We said that 
when the prospects of triumph 
were less promising. We reiterate 
it now when even the most sceptic 
among the neutral countries con- 
siders it possible and probable.* 

FINANCIAL FRONT 

In dealing with financial mat- 
ters, he said that the attenton of 
the Government has always been 
on the alert in order to obtain 
the greatest possible efficiency 
and production in view of the lar- 
ge expenditure incurred by the 
war. «A series of concrete measu- 
res been begun which will 
give our banking apparatus an 
elasticity, a perfection, and a 
guarantee which it lacked when 



the war began and which will 
make a useful instrument foil 
economic and political work in 
the future. Uniform banking le- 
g is la t ion and a unified adminis- 
tration are indispensable \u order 
to carry this work out fully. And 
the Government believes that the 
time for undertaking this work 
has arrived.* 

ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 

The Prime Minister paid high 
tribute to the Republican Army. 
f The People’s Army which timi- 
dly showed itself 'first in La 
Granja in an attempt to help 
Bilbao, and then with more suc- 
cess, but still with insufficient 
fortune, again made its appearau- 
ce- iu Brunete, this time with the 
purpose of helping Santander, the 
People’s Army. I repeal, proved 
its importance for the first time 
in Belchite and finally gave 
proof of its strength and capaci- 
ty in Tcruel.* 

PRAISE U. S. S. R. AND MEXICO 

Under the question of foreign 
affairs, Dr. Negrin staled : tTwo 
great countries showed and have 
continued to show in a singular 
and outstanding manner their af- 
fection and friendship towards 
Spain : I refer to Mexico and the 
Soviet Union. I wish to avail 
myself of this opportunity to 
express gratitude’ to them, for 
although it has been done before. 
I do not wish to let this occa 
sion escape without repeating 
our thanks.* Among his closing 
words the Prime Minister decla- 
red : « Up to a short time ago our 
days were full of grief. They we- 
ce hopeless days., very bitter days. 
This era has past. And we are 
destined — you may be sure of 
that — to stand up holding the 
pennant of victory, a victory 
which we shall use generously, 
as the cause which we defend 
demands. » 
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FEBRUARY DAYS OF 1934 IN FRANCE 



France, Austria, Spain. Three 
very different countries. Yet the 
month of February will be writ- 
ten in lelters of bronze in the 
history of all three, and, as a 
result, in the history of the pro- 
gressive movement <>f the peoples 
of the whole world. 

Here we shall only speak of 
February in France in the year 
J934. Others can write for Aus- 
tria and Spain. 

In order to grasp the full im- 
portance of what we now refer to 
as «thc February days of 1934*, 
we must bear in mind that 1933 
had closed in a disturbed and 
tense atmosphere, dominated by 
the vicious propaganda .of the 
reactionary and fascist forces who 
were exploiting the masses’ legi- 
timate discontent and their sense 
of outrage at the scandalous dis- 
closures in the affair of that po- 
werful and shady banker Sta- 
visky. 

REACTION PLOTS 

The paradox was that those 
leaders u the fascist organisa- 
tions were shouting «Catch the 
thieves; » all the louder because 
it was to their advantage to save 
the numerous friends of theirs 
who were compromised in that 
unprecedented scandal. 

They held nmie and more de- 
monstrations in Paris, where the 
support of a police chief was al- 
ready entirely theirs. They were 



MAURIC 

(Base Commissar of War 

trying to create an atmosphere 
favorable to their designs. In se- 
cret councils at that time prepa- 
rations were being made to 
overthrow the Republic and to 
inaugurate the vile dictatorship 
of fascism. 

The day was fixed. February 
6th. Starting from different points 
in Paris the fascist cohorts were 
to converge, according t o the 
prearranged plan, at the Place de 
la Concorde, drawing in their 
wake a deluded multitude of 
small middle-class people. It was 
to be the day for the final assault 
against the Republic. 

Everything was well prepared. 
Support had been won in the po- 
lice force, the Army, etc. This 
was uot by any means the least 
important card up the fascists’ 
sleeves. 

None the less there was one 
thing which they had not taken 
into account — the people of 
Faris, 

The people of Paris... that peo- 
ple with its tradition of struggle 
for liberty — that people which 
is so sensitive to political deve- 
lopments — was able from the 
very first minute to detect the 
real intentions of those self-styled 



By 

E LAMPE 

of the International Brigades) 

defenders of order and. economy. 

The people of Paris and the 
glorious red suburbs ach ieved 
unity of action and, at the call 
of the Freuch Communist Party, 
they came out on to the streets to 
challenge and defeat th e forces of 
fascism, which were taken una- 
wares by this unforseen counter- 
attack. 




It would take too long to tell the 
story of that evening of February 
6th now ; but one thing we should 
remember — if certain fascist co- 
lumns did not reach their objec- 
tive (such as that, for instance, 
which started from the H6tel dc 
Ville) this was due much more to 
the.-people’s counter-offensive than 
to the action of the police, who, 
despite their new chief, still re- 
mained under the influence of fas. 
cist police officers, and in many 
cases displayed, to say the least, 
n lack of decision. 



GOVERNMENT UNDESIRABLE 

The fascists lost the day. but 
Daludier’s Government, which 
had the duty of punishing the 
authors of these blond v events, 
gave up the struggle, and was 
followed by a Government under 
tile leadership of the late M. Dmi. 
inerg ne. The Freuch people im- 
mediately regarded this Govern- 
ment as being in the nature of a 
provocation. J11 actual fact its 
composition left no room for doubt 
as to its intentions. Jt was a Go- 
vernment of aid f*-r the reactio- 
nary forces and of struggle aga- 
inst the workers. 

It was warmlv applauded nv 
every fascist in France. l’»ut tin 
sen > -us 11 css of the siiu.it ion di. [ 
in 4 escape t lie notice of the 
Ficnch p>*. -p!c in gfinr.il and of 
th.t people ,n Paris m particular. 



On that glorious day, February 
9th, for five hours, over a third of 
the capital, the people fought an 
heroic battle against fascism. 

Ten of our comrades fell vic- 
tims to the assassins in the pay 
of the Two Hundred Families. 

They ga\ _ their lives gene- 
rously but not vainly. Their sa- 
crifice ensured the success of the 
great general strike which spread 
over the whole country on Fe- 
bruary 12th. 

It was their sacrifice also which 
unleashed the energy of the mas- 
ses ; and for months the fascists 
could not hold a single meeting 
without the workers making them 
understand that France was not 
ripe for their theories of hatred 
and social retrogression. 

VICTORY THRU UNITY 

Moreover, the February days 
and their heroism and sacrifice 
resulted in- the question of unity 
being raised in an ‘irresistahle 
way, despite the obstacles and 
difficulties. It is to the heroes of 
those days that we can attribute 
the achievements in the France 
of today — a united trade union 
movement, unity of action, the 
People’s Front, and — in the 
near future, we are convinced — 
the United Workers’ Party. 

Many nf the comrades who will 
read these lines have lived 
through all those events- and 
played a brave part in them. 
They should know that if fas- 
cism has not triumphed in our 
lovely land of France, and on the 
contrary has only met with de- 
feat, then this is only due to 
them and to their brothers in the 
struggle. In addition they should 
know — and do know — that 
what the cneinv has been unable 
to do from within the country lie 
is trying t<> do from abroad. 

That is why they have come to 
Spain to fight 011 the fronts of 
Freedom, lo play their part and 
their knowledge and their lives, 
not only for the victory of the 
cause of the heroic people in Re 
publican and Democratic Spain, 
hut also so that the I)e la R De- 
ques and Doriots in France may 
no longer he in a position to do 
harm. 

We are convinced that the be- 
bl' ; i;U'\g 1 1 : 1 \ s the fu "t v u ' 1 1 -i \ 

id the forces m progress and - v 
tier in France - pimvil, toge- 
ther with the d< \ otioii ami he- 
roism of a!!, their ultimate suc- 
cess in final vici-uv in Spain and 
th rmi Ld li < ci 1 iln- w ! . ■ ■ I C Wol hi . 
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A YEAR OF BATTLE FOR DEMOCRACY 



On the occasion of the 
Anniversary of the XVth. 
Inlet nation a l Brigade , we sa- 
lute Oie brave Spanish Peo- 
ple for their significant vic- 
tories over the triple Ita- 
lian, German and Frano* 
Fascist alliance, with the 
feeling of certainly that fi- 
nal triumph for the Repu- 
blic will be won. 

Their splendid example of 
struggle is an inspiration 
to the rest of the world- to 
holdt high the Banner of 
Peace and Freedom from 
Fascist aggressions. 






* i 



3 $ 



The second year of its 
battles will find the XV. tk 
I nlernational Brigade welded 
even more firmly to the in- 
terests of Democracy and 
World Peace , even more dis- 
ciplined aud strong in the 
finish fight alongside the 
Loyal Spanish People against 
the barbarous invasion of 
World Fascism. 

LONG LIVE TIIE 

PEOPLE’S ARMY! 



\ 






DAVE DORAN 
Brigade Political Commissar 



. / 



/ 



LI uten ant-colonel copic 

Commander the XV Brigade throughout the entire year 




ROBERT H. MERRIMAN 

First Commander of the Lincoln 
Battalion in Its February actions, 
who is now Brigade C heif of Staff 




: III tJI I : 'II-IIUXI - .illlll IIIIIIIIIIM il; illllll|1IPNIlrlll£ 



§ PART OF THE FIRST | 
| COMPANY OF THE \ 
f LINCOLN BATTALION j 
| AT JARAMA, AMONG 
I THIS GROUP ARE AME- 
l RICAN, CANADIAN,. ; 
I IRISH AND SPANISH l 
l COMRADES 
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SALUD! 

February 12, 1938. The XV Brtgade celebrates the lirst 
anniversary of its baptism of fire. Twelve mouths ago today 
its Battalions were strung out on the hills overlooking the 
Jarama valley, meeting and beating the most formidable of all 
fascist offensives hitherto attempted on Madrid. 

Hastily organised, insufficiently trained, inadequately ar- 
med, the XV Brigade nevertheless held thu lines. In mid-June 
it was still there in the hills — four months on end, ..under 
fire — but the fascists did not pass ! 

Jarama is already history. So is Brunete where, after just 
two weeks’ rest, the XV Brigcde went again in action in the 
great July offensive of the Spanish People’s Army. 

Villanueva de la Canada, Quijorna, Pardillo, Villafranca del 
Castillo, the Heights of Roman illos are names added to the 
battle-honors of tile Brigade. Through a month of terrific 
fighting, on a narrow sector in which the fascists massed the 
greatest concentration of aircraft and artillery ever seen in this 
war, the Brigade upholds its proud traditions, and adds to its 
glorious record. 

Again just two weeks’ rest, and the XV Brigade is on the 
Aragon- Front with the Army of the East. Quinto, Cerro de 
Purburell, Mediana, Belchite and Fuentes de Ebro — from 
north of Huesca to south of Zaragoza — the XV Brigade 
fights and wins half a dozen battles, in as many weeks. 

Another brief rest and the Brigade is again called to battle. 
Thanks to the unselfish service of it and other International 
Brigades throughout 1937, opportunity has been given to orga- 
nise new armies. So, it is all-Spanish Brigades that smash their 
way through the forts of Teruel. The XV Brigade is in reserve 
while their Spanish comrades prove that once given the oppor- 
tunity to train they are second to none as first-line troops. 

So, on the eve of the anniversary of its first battles, the 
XV Brigade is once more in action osomewhere in Spain*. 

In the line or out of it, the Brigade celebrates that historic 
anniversary. 

A year of almost continuous front-line service, including 
four major campaigns : this is the proud record of the XV Bri- 
gade. 

But, still led by Lieut-Col. Copic, its ranks leavened with 
the veterans of the first Jarama battles, the Brigade preserves 
its continuity, and maintains its record. Keeping faith with the 
comrades who have given their lives in this year of war, it 
pledges itself anew- to be worthy of the democracies in which 
it has its origin, and to fight on until fascism is defeated and 
human liberty and progress be assured' to the peoples of this 
earth. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



Franco lias a lot of trouble in 
his life. Wliat with a bunch of 
bossy foreigners trying to run his 
war for him, and an intransigeant 
civil population refusing to reco- 
gnise him as their saviour, and a 
Republican Army that oughtn’t 
exist at all taking an unfair advan- 
tage over him at Teruel, it is no 
wonder lie’s suffering from a pain 
in the neck. His neck must be as 
sore as hell. When, on top of nil 
the trouble a man has, his own little 
Chosen People turn round and kick 
him, that’s just heartbreaking. It’s 
no comfort to say one doesn't get 
kicked in the neck. Wherever one 
docs get kicked, it hurts. 

The Requetes up to now were 
Franco's pets. He was one of them. 
Th is is the bunch of true-bluers 
who believe in the Divine Right of 
Possession. Compared with them, 
the Falangists are a vulgar crowd 
of self-made social climbers, some 
of whom are suspected of having 
derived from the race of sub-men 
known as the working class, who 
in their turn arc descended from 
the apes. (The Requetes enjoy the 
aristo' rats’ privilege of havin'; des- 
cended from Adam). Strictly 
speaking, true-blucr.s don’t shake 
hands with t lie offspring of sub- 
ancestors, but nowadays they 
have to let their principles go. 
It’s one of war’s little hardships. 

The Falangists may not be per- 
fect gentlemen, but at least they 
are Spaniards. When the gentry 
asked a few friends from Germany 
and Italy to their party, they expec- 
ted their guests to show a decent 
respect for the Divine Right of 
Possession. 

As a matter of fact they did, but 
owingtosome mistake they thought 
the Divine Right was theirs. By 
th is time so many foreigners had 
gatecrashed the party that it was 



impossible to chuck them out. They 
proceeded to take over the war, 
lock, slock and barrel, to say noth- 
ing of limber, wing and caterpillar- 
whatsisnamc. 

Light will dawn where night is 
thickest. One tiling leads to another, 
and if you 80 putting a couple 
of twos together for eighteen 
months, you may eventually disco- 
ver that they make four. It occurred 
to the bright boys of the class that 
the situation was nothing less than 
a foreign invasion. Some of them 
— hardy souls ! — went further than 
this. They deduced that as the 
“Reds’' had been fighting these 
foreigners since the beginning of 
the war, they very nearly qualified 
for the title of patriots. 

So what ? So a lot of loud laugh- 
ter. If the Requetes carry on this 
way, they are going to cook every- 
body's goose. Reports reveal that 
they have already been making a 
bit of whoopee in certain cities 
lieliind the fascist lines. 

We hear that Franco added a 

poignant postscript to the Christ- 
inas greetings lie sent to Benito. 

“Send another 100.000 men” he 
wrote “or I’m sunk”. He may not 
have used those words, but he 
meant just that, and the figures 
are his very own. A new six 
figure gate crash is going to 

get up the nose of the Chosen 
People. 

Franco has a way of sending his 
soldiers over the top with as many 
machine-guns behind them as in 
front of them. It might occur to 
the bright boys of the class that 
the compliment could be returned. 
Tt would be possible to demonstrate 
to the General a handy destinat- 
ion for his new 100.000 with the 
muzzle of a light automatic. 

So here’s to the trouble in their 

rear, 




REPUBLICAN SOLDIERS — moments before being shot by the fas- 
cists for the sole crime of defending their country against foreign Invaders 
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Como atiende la Republica 
a los refugiados de guerra 



La labor del Ministerio de 

Uno de las mAs tristes y duros 
as|>eetos de la guerra es el refe 
rente a la asistencin y atencidn 
de loa vacuados, esns vidimus 
de la agresion trnidora que, dcs- 
pu£s de perder ti»dos fins bienes 
y, a veces, tins horribles trngc- 
d>as mi < | ne ban vist«» nmrir a sns 
deudos, se encuentran en el des- 
tierra, sin easa, sin hogar, sin 
tenor a su huh* sores queridns 
qne los atiendan, que les cui- 
den y a quienes ellos pnedaii 
atender y cuidar. Toda la tra- 
ced in dc la guerra esta en os ns 
grupos de seres errantes que van 
buscando un cobijo, aturdidos 
aun por el horror do la agresiAn, 
y para quienes toda solicitnd es 
poca. 

Atendiendo a este deber, el Go- 
bierno de la Republica se ha 
afunado siempre en procnrnr a 
los refugiados las mAximas posi- 
bilidadcs dc bienestar y de sc- 
guridad, El Ministerio de Trn- 
bajo y Asistencin Social, para 
resolver este problema, cred una 
Secrotarfa General do Evaona- 
ci6n y Refugiados de Guerra, cu- 
yas oficinas, actfian con la maxi- 
ma rapidez. 

— ^CuAntos evacuados hail 
sido refugiados hasta la fecha ? 
— hemos preguntado. 

— ■ MAs de dos tnillones y me- 
dio. Todos ellos habian quedath* 
sin recursos, en la mAs com pic - 
ta miseria. A esta oleada hu- 
mana hav qne anadir sieinpre 
algunos cientos y, a veces, miles 
mAs. Constantemente llegan eva- 
cuados a los lugares donde hay 
refugios. De Astos se han cread.i 
muchos en las difcrcntes capita- 
les de las provincias del territo- 
rio leal. TatnbiAii se han creado 



Trabajo y Asistencia Social 

tiempo y alii soil debidamcntc 
atendidos. 

— Uno dc las- problemas dc la 
evacnacidn consiste en poder dar 
infomies a las familias de las 
personas refngiadas. ^ Como so 
atiende a esta uecesidad ? 

— Se tin establccido un Fichero 
Central, en el cunl hav yn fichns 
de mAs de un milldn de refu- 
giados. Dinriamente se contestan 
por esta oficina centenares dc 
cartas, en las que se infonna 
sobre el iparadcro de los refugia- 
dos. TambiAn se lleva un fiche- 
ro especial de personas cuyo pa- 
radoro sc ignora de moment* >. 
De este modo, a penas aparece, sc 
puede informar a las familias o 
a las personas que se interesen. 

— I QuA critero sustenta cl 
Ministerio sobre la asistencia in - 
fantil ? 

— Cree que debe snstituirse cl 
regimen de asiladofi por el fami- 
liar. Los resultados observados 
hasta ahora en los ninus, some- 
tidos a este rAgiraen no puedcii 
scr mejores. Dos mil ninos hay 
en BAlgica coloaados eutre fa- 
milias y todos se encuentran per- 
feclamente. El Ministerio as pirn 
a sustituir el regimen, mAs friu, 
de refugiados por este otro, dc- 
bidamentc vigilado por el Estadu 
y que crea alrededor de los pe- 
quenuelos 1111 ambiente familiar. 
Las familias que ncojan a estos 
uiuos percibirAn un subsidio co- 
rvespondiente a la edad y necesi- 
d^des del niiio prohijado. Un sis- 



RINCON 



Necesidad de una labor de capaci- 
tacion entre los camaradas reclutas 



Una de las labores mAs eflcaces que debe llevar a cabo el 
Comlsarlado y que redundarfa en beneffcio de la causa anil- 
fasclsta es la labor de capacItaclAn entre los compafieros re- 
clulas. 

Espafia, pais atrasado en todos los Ardeues debldo a los 
rAgimenes reaccionarios, mAs blen feudales, que hemos pa- 
decldo hasta hace poco y que eran los prfmeros interesados en 
soslener esta ignorancla, el trabajo de educaclAn social, en un 
vasto senlldo general, es primordial, de necesidad ineludible 
entre las masas campeslnas que se han Incorporado al EjArclto 
Popular si queremos que este EjArclto sea moralmente, lo su- 
flciente fueiie para sostener esta lucha tltAnica contra el con- 
glomerado fasclsta de todos los paises y que pasara a la Historla 
como una de las pAglnas mAs brlllantes de la Humanldad en 
su lucha contra ella mfsma para superarse y proseguir su ca- 
mino de perfecciAn. 

Hay Inflnidad de camaradas Incorporados que tlenen un 
sentido vago Impreclso, de lo que slgnlflca nuestra guerra, es 
declr, del valor profundamente emanclpador que reprtsenla, 
de la importancla grandiosa de nuestra lucha. que no es mAs 
que una guerra de clases, para el porvenlr prAxImo y fuluro 
de la ciase obrera y de las masas campeslnas de Iberia e Incluso 
del mundo entero. 

No es suficlente, con ser mucho, la meritoria labor del Co- 
mlsarlado para suprlmlr el analfabetlsmo de nuestro EjArclto. 
Es necesarlo dar cursos de educaclAn social, tanto slndlcal como 
polftlca ; de economfa politics ; de Hlstoria del SocIalJsmo con 
bases solidadas, no meTos dlscursos de tribuna. Es necesarlo 
expllcar lo que es el fascismo, las razones que han motlvado 
su aparlclAn sangrlenta en el Mundo, las fuerzas soclales que 
lo han allmentado y lo sostlenen. Es necesarlo enseffar la estra- 
tegla y la tActlca que debemos llevar a cabo para exterminarlo 
en $u$ mis mas rafees. 

Poseslonado con estas armas seguras, ademAs de las ma- 
terlales, nuestro EjArclto serA Invenclble, serA disclpllnado, pero 
con una dlsclplina consciente que le saldrA de si mlsmo. SerA 
heroico porque tendrA el mlsmo espfrltu que el EjArcllo francos 
de la gran RevoluclAn que el EJArclto Ruso de la guerra civil. 
Y le cabrA a los espaAoles la gloria Inmortal de asestar un golpe 
de muerle al fascismo Internaclonal, y como consecuencia, a 
la civlHzaciAn de la plus-valia e inlclar una nueva etapa en 
la Hlstoria de la Humanldad. 



teina de iuspeeeion procurarA que llos otros quo hail sido arrojn- 

en nada se dcscuidc la cduea- dos a las Casas Cunas o abaiulo- 

ei6n del nifia y su cstado de sa- uados por sns padres. Este rA 

lud, ejcrciAndose una verdadcra gimen nos parece mas human i- 

tutela que esegure !a eficacia tario y, desde luego, se tratara 

del sistema. El rAgimcu familiar de veneer todas las dificultadcs 

se harA extensivo a los ninos y obstAculos que pueda presentar 

huArfanos y sin fnmilia y a aque- su impluntaciAn. 



DE LA H1QIENE 



Oficinns de Etapa, dependientes 
de la Secret aria General v quo 
sigueu las instruccioues de Astn. 

— i Quo otros servioios existen 
para este objeto? 

— Merecen citarse dos refu- 
gios para embarazadas, uno en 
VAlcz Rubio y otro en Fncnte- 
podrida. Este ultimo, que ha al 
can /.ado una organ i/.aeidn perfeo 
ta, cstd dotado de todos los clc- 
meutos de la tAenica moderna. 
Las mujeres efitAn en estos re- 
fugios cuatro meses, dos antes 
y dos despuAs do dar ta luz. 
Cuando tienen inAs hijixs ]>equc- 
nos, pueden tenerlos a su lado 
en el Refugio durante todo ese 



CORNER OF HYGIENE 
GUERRA A LOS PIOJOS # WAR ON LICE 



Uno de los mayores 
aliados de Franco es el 
piojo que puede sem 
brar entre nosotros en- 
fermedades, epidemias, 
la muerte. 

IDesechad los piojos 
con la Hmpieza! jLa- 
vaos, limpiad vuestras 
ropas! 




One of Franco’s gre- 
atest allies is the louse, 
which can disseminate 
among us diseases, epi- 
demics, and death. 

Destroy lice with 
cleanliness! Wash and 
clean your clothes! 
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KEEP ’EM ROLLING 



The work of the Transport units 
»if the Republican Army is apt to 
be taken for granted, especially 
bv volunteers who come from hi- 
ghly mechanised countries. It is 
hardly necessary', however, to 
point out the vital importance of 
an efficiently-run transport ser- 
vice to campaigning troops. Wu 
all know how much transport 
means, especially during an at- 
tack. Few, however, are fully 
aware of the problems confron- 
ting this branch of the service. 
We speak bitterly of the embar- 
go that prevents us from buying 
anus ; rarely do we take into con- 
sideration that due to this policy 
we are being denied ways and 

we have. It means that certain 
means of carrying what supplies 
essential parts are rarely, if ever, 

to be found. 

PARTS HARD TO GET 

ft 

War-time conditions in Spain 
place a severe strain on all vehi- 
cles in use, and increase/ the need 
for an adequate supply of spare 
parts. Apart from the difficulty 
of finding the parts there. is also 
the problem of distributing them 
to places: where they are needed. 
The following is a typical case. 
An officer sent his car to the Bri- 
gade Auto-Park one morning du- 
ring an offensive. It needed lights 
—nothing more ; but the job was 
urgent, In a New York garage it 
would have involved 30 minutes 
work. When the officer arrived 
for his car that afternoon, it took 
a bit of explanation to show why 
the work had not been done. Ima. 
gine^r- impossible to gey a, little 
thing like a bulb ! There have 
been instances when a three-ton 
truck has been held up for one 
small bolt that costs 110 more 
than a nickel at home. 

Dnq to rough roads, the trucks 
are severely punished every day. 
Broken springs are not rare, and 
since it is practically impossible 



to obtain new ones, we have a 
blacksmith whose sole function is 
to manufacture , and repair 
springs. Our tires rarely wear 
down t<> the last ply. The poor 
roads, especially the crudely im- 
provised tracks at the front, cut 
our tires to pieces, and many ha- 
ve to be discarded at a premature 
age. Consequently the tire pro- 
blem is one of great importance, 
and the supply must at fre- 
quent intervals be augmented — 
if we are fortunate enough to find 
the tires. 



FROM BULLY BEEF CANS 

It has been said that necessity 
is the mother of invention, and 
we of the XV Brigade are proud 
of our achievements in overec*- 
ming obstacles. Due either to 
thoughtless playing on the part 
of youngsters or to direct sabo- 
tage, many vehicles lose their 
tank caps. To leave the tank open 
means to lose precious gasoline 
and let in the dust that flies up 
from the dr}’ roads. We have had 
to manufacture many gas caps 
from old cans of bully beef — and 
good caps they are. Many of us 
looked twice the first time we saw 
a truck or car with its gas tank 
on the fender or roof of the cab. 
It is a common sight now. The 
reason is that new fuel pumps are 
not available, and the only way 
of solving the problem is to use 
the force of gravity instead. Eve- 
ry ehofer knows how valuable ail 
empty packet of Luckies can Le 
— sometimes even more valuable 
than when full. We make light 

Y m " * 

Fuses from the tin' foil. 

A 'piece of shrapnel from an 
aerial bomb that landed on one 
of our garages disabled a new am- 
bulance, passiug thru the engine 
block. Seemingly the damage was 
irreparable. Our chief mechanic 
considered an ambulance too im- 
portant to bo so lightly discar- 



ded, so he went to work on it. 
The net result is that the ambu- 
lance is as good today as it was 
when it left New York. The solu- 
tion was found by welding a 
piece from an old trench spade. 
I think, however, that the height 
of resourcefulness was shown by 
the ehofer who used an appliance 
made of rubber in place of a mis- 
sing accelerator spring. 

British and Americans, accusto- 
med to a mechanised environ- 
ment, were recognised from the 
first a S being useful assets to the 

transport services. Mechanics we- 
re put to work in the various 
shops, and others who had been 
accustomed to driving for many 
years back home were sent out 
as chofers. They came under the 
organisation of the Auto-Park at 
the International base. 

ON ALL FRONTS 

From tli is base the various 
units are sent to the fronts, or to 
the sub-bases, of which there are 
several. Many of the field hospi- 
tal and ambulance units were for- 
med here before they left for line 
service. The famous Regiment de 
Tren was organised from the sa- 
me center. This is an unusual 
type of unit. It is part and par- 
cel of the 5th Army Corps and 
its services are manifold. Unlike 
the other units it has no fixed 
assignment. It is composed of 
squadrons whose services are 
temporarily lent to various units 
needing additionaj trucks for a li- 
mited amount of time. The squa- 
drons or smaller sections operate 
on all Fronts, especially during 
an attack, when the need for 
transport is greater. 

The base supplies the various 
Brigades with mechanics and cho- 
fers. Attention is paid, to langua- 
ge groupings for the sake of bet- 
ter efficiency ; but though the 
majority of English - speaking 
transport men are attached to the 
XV Brigade Auto-Park, others are 
scattered over all the mobile units 
in Spain. 

Every driver soon found that 
owing to road and other condi- 
tions he had to be prepared to 
carry out minor repairs himself 
at a moment's notice. Outstandin- 
gly, his greatest grief was his 
carburettor. The poor grade of gas 
and the dusty atmosphere fre- 
quently fouled his fuel lines. 
This heartache was soon recog- 




THE BRIGADE Sound-Truck. 



nised, and it was the Americans 
who first organised classes of ins- 
truction to drivers in first aid to 
their cars. Results were immedia- 
tely apparent in the marked de- 
crease of vehicles brought in for 
serious repair. 

The ehofer had also to learn 
what different measures of cau- 
tion to take in times of artillery 
or aerial bombardment : how to 
behave in the front lines : the 
principles of camouflage. He had 
to become accustomed to driving 
on dark nights with little or no 
lights. 

With the exception of Brunete, 
the transport men have not had 
to face the same dangers as the 
fighting units. They live in a 
greater degree of comfort, travel 
everywhere, sleep dry and learn 
much. On the other hand they 
have no rest periods. We found 
that we never worked so hard as 
when the Brigade was at rest. 
The ehofer is on call 24 hours of 
the day, and is subjected to a se- 
vere physical strain. At one time 
we reported 18 out of 70 men ju 
hospital, only two of whom had 
been wounded. 

During the attack on Belchite 
the Auto-Park was right there 
in -the middle of it, looking for 
what there was to be found. We 
rolled out with several highpowe- 
red beauties. They needed quite 
a bit of work, but not even a 
well-directed shell from our Anti- 
Tank Battery that found its mark 
in the cab of a 5-tou truck was 
enough to discourage us. To- 
day our fascist booty is the pride 
of the fleet. 

The problems that meet us u*e 
manifold, but in spite of all the 
Auto-Park is making its eontii 
bution to an early and decisive 
victory. (-Keep ‘em rolling# — that 
is our motto. 

HY CHESTER 




EVACUATING BELCHITE CIVILIANS after the capture of the town. 





THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



7 



DEFENCE AGAINST AVION 



The problem of the defence 
against avion, for troops on the 

move, is one that has received 
considerable study from all the 
general staffs. It was brought 

about by ground strafing and the 

bombing of troops on the move 
during the Great War ; also by 
the use of gas in the form of 




MACHINE GUN post to meet enemy 
aviation. 



Second of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with 
Military Questions, by the Commander of 
the Battalion of Instruction N.° 15 

MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 



tliod will secure for troops on 
the move, troops who are well 
disciplined in this tactic, sa- 
fety and security frem avion 
attack. 

For troops in entrenchments 
the same principle of taking leads 

may be used for fire by all small 



right ami left, odd men to 
the right, even men to the 
left. Odd men immediately 
commence fire in the follo- 
wing manner : All squads 

No. i take a lead ahead of 
the avion to equal the length 
of the avion. Squads No. 2 

take 2 leads ahead of the pla- 
ne. Squads No. 3 take 3 leads 
ahead. For machine gnu com- 
panies, the first section takes 
one lead, t lie second two and 

so forth. 

Sights are not changed and the 
dispersion is taken into conside- 
ration, creating for a rifle com- 
pany, cones of fire in each com- 
pany of between 150 and 700 



rounds in each eone. By test with 
silk envelopes towed l>v aeropla- 
nes at a height of 1000 metres, ns 
much as 25 % of hits have been 
registered, indicating the possibi- 
lity of bringing down avion in 
this manner, or at least of dri- 
ving avion away from troops on 
the move. 



arms weapons. Machine guns may 
be mounted upon special mounts 
or special dug-outs (sec illustra- 
tions). Tins method should give a 
300 degree are of fire with an uu- 
glq of elevation of at least 45 de- 
giycs. 

'Die principle factor to be re- 




Infantry ant t-avion ftre 



spray against such troops. In or- 
der for Avion to successfully 
bomb troops on the move, to 
ground straf or to gas by spray, 
Avion must descend within 1000 

metres of the ground surface. 
Therefore, certain methods of de- 
fence have been developed. 

A company in column. < >:i 

the approach of avion , all 
squads No. 1 deploy to the 
right in combat formation. 
All squads No. 3 deploy to 
the left in the same forma- 
tion, Squads No. 2 deploy 






Range loo 
Great 



i A 



The method of discovering 
whether avion are within ran* 
ge or not is as follows : 

The front sight is set upon 
the body of the aeroplane, and 
if its entire length comes 
within the sight, the plane is 
over 1000 metres away and 
effective shooting, except by 
machine gun, is impossible. 
If one half of the plane- 
shows within the front sight, 
or less, the plane is within 
range. The use of this me 



menibcred in dealing with avia- 
tion is that this war has proved 
the ineficacy of aviation to do 
practical damage to troops in de- 
ployed formation. However, it 
has had a definite moral effect 
upon our troops, due to our inex- 
perience and because we have ma- 
de no attempt to fight back. If we 
undertake to fire in a methodical , 
systematic and disciplined man- 
lier, in the way outlined above, 

we may rest assured that avion 
will not give us much trouble and 
our success in bringing down 
enemy air-craft will astonish, not 
only them, but ourselves. The 
principle factor involved is, where 
to fire, and the manner in which 
such fire is delivered. If we do 
not fire at all, it is obvious that 
the enemy is perfectly safe and 
can take advantage of our docili- 
ty. Hut _ if we create for him 
clouds of lead into which lie is 

inevitably bound to run, after his 
first or second experience, should 
he not bo brought dowui, he will 
avoid like poison close proximi- 
ty to troops on the ground. 



TROUBLE FOR MOOCHO PINTER By Andy 




To hell with cleaning out the gun! Potting around Is lots of fun. Let ’em have It! Here they cornel JAMMED]... 

(Trouble for Moocho Pinter). 





s 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

HOME 

Franco Newsmen Feed 
World Press with Teruel Lies 

Dear John : 

You have probably heard the 
story of vicious reporting by the 
Cap press in the Teruel engage- 
ments. We wem all rejoicing 
when word came that the Govern- 
ment forces took Teruel. Then we 
read that Franco started his coun- 
ter offensive. For three days we 
were all on pins and needles rea- 
ding accounts of how the rebel 
troops were pounding hell out of 
the Loyalists — how the Inter- 
tional Brigades had moved up 
and were being shot to pieces — 
how the fascists finally entered 
the town and captured countless 
stores of war materials from the 
Loyalists. All this mind you in 
every capitalist sheet in the 
country. 

Then finally Mathews of the 
New York Times went to Teruel 
and reported that the rebels had 
never seriously threatened the 
pl ace — had never so much as 
gotten close to the town. We ha- 
ve know of vicious reporting co- 
ining through H end aye before, 
but that bit on Teruel capped 
everything else. Generally spea- 
king 1 should say that most of 
the news of Spain being printed 
here is issued by Franco’s head- 
quarters. The by-line is almost 
invariable Hendaye and only oc 
casionallv, as a supplementary 
item, Madrid 91 Valencia. 

You guys, as well as us 1 guess, 
are a funny lot of dopes it seems. 
Your letters deal a lot with the 
U. S. A. when we here want to 
hear of Spain. And I suppose 
ours deal too much with Spain 
and not enough with 11 . S. A. 
happenings. 

Fraternally, Leif. 

inn M - 1 > 1 Mnmn!i"' 1 'i:: ^ 

| Reforcemos cada vez i 
l mas los lazos de la ^ 
| solidaridad y de la 3 
i fraternidad entre to- I 
I dos los combatientes 
j de varias nacionali- 
E dades i 



Natives of South Africa 
Fight Against Oppression 

Dear Comrade Sam ; 

In a sketch}- wav I shall try to 
give you a few ideas of what is 
happening here. The forces of 
reaction have come down more 
severely than evt-r on the oppres- 
sed native people. The police te- 
rror on the Reef is dreadful... 
People whose passes are not in 
order spend their free time crouch- 
ing under beds in their -own rooms, 
for fear of the police. There 
is much talk of the return of co- 
lonies to Germany and of the 
transfer of the Protectorates to 
the Union... 

There is also the awakening of 
the people and the sharpening of 
the struggle. There have been nu- 
merous expressions of S]>oiitaiieo- 
us militancy among our native 
people. In Vereeiiiuging, there was 
a riot protesting the police raids. 
Needless to say, 'his was followed 
by an“outburst of the worst ’arftf- 
native feeling among the most 
reactionary and backward sec- 
tions of the white population. The- 
re were even threats made by the 
reactionaries against the lawyers 
who defended the natives in court. 

In Hardings and in Natal, the- 
re were organised attacks against 
tax-collectors. There were nume- 
rous strikes in Durban. In short 
the people are working up. 

Greetings from South African 
comrades to you and to our brave 
Spanish comrades, and to the com- 
rades of the International Bri- 
gades. 

Fraternally vours, 

G. S.' 

British Miner Would Like 
To Correspond 

Brother Editor : 

A friend in Mexico has senl me 
a copy of the * Volunteer For Li- 
berty*. This is the first copy l 
have seen ; needless to say T 
found it very interesting. The 
cop}' I have is November 15, in 
which there is a really splendid 
poem by Langston Hughes. The 
article ^Madrid Celebrates Don 
ble Anniversary* I have already 
read five times. 

I wonder if General O’Puffv 
has read the article on the Irish 
men 11 the- Brigade? What 4 
smack in the eye for him! 

On Xmas Eve we had a pit- 
gate collection here that realised 
6 pounds. Would you believe that 
we had to have police permission 
for this ? 

1 would like to correspond with 
one of our boys. Can you put me 
in touch with one ? I will send 
cigs and newspapers to him. 

On November 26, T wrote to 
Frank Stout an American in the 
Brigades. Is it possible for yon to 
find out and let me know why he 
hasn’t replied? 

Yours fraternally, G. 11 ". llo- 

llflu'iiy. 

(Ed. Note: Anyone who wishes 
to correspond with friend Hollo- 
way, please write to the <Volun- 
teer* and we shall send you his 
address.) 



COMISARIOS DE GUERRA EN LAS BRIGADAS 
INTERNACIONALES CITADOS AL ORDEN DEL 
DIA POR EL COMISARIAPO GENERAL DE GUERRA 

En el orden del dia n. 215, el Comlsarlo General Interino 
Don Crescenciano Bilbao, entre las numerosas citaciones de 
Comisarios que durante las operaclones de Teruel han dado 
ejemplos me mo rabies y fructuosos de sacriflclo en el cumpll- 
miento del deber, cita a los Conharios que indlcamos a conth 
nuacldn de nuestras Brigadas Intemacionales, muertos en el 
campo de honor : 

Karl ZIMMERMANN, Comlsarlo del Batalldn, 

Arthur NEUMENN, Comisarlo de la Artillerfa antManque. 
Sixto ASENSIO, Comlsarlo de Compafiia. 

Luis ARENAS, Comlsarlo de Compania. 

Vicente LOPEZ, Comlsarlo de Compafifa. 

Arthur WEI DM ANN, Comlsarlo de Compafiia. 

Francisco GON, Comlsarlo de Compafiia. 

Rafael ZARAGOZA, Comlsarlo de Compania. 

Gilberto VALOR, Comlsarlo de Compania. 

Segundo AILVAREZ, Comlsarlo de CompaAfa. 

Savador Ml RAN A, Comlsarlo de C 
Barcelona, 12 de febrero 1938 
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. Todo el mundo debe ver en los combatientes { 
3 de las Brigadas Intemacionales a los mejores 1 
I hijos de Espana y de todos los pafses, frater- | 
§ nalmente unidos para defender la causa de § 

la libertad y del progreso. | 
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CALENDAR Issued by the commissariat of the International Brigades* 



Imp. J.!/eviriana y l ib. farm, E. C. - Torres Amat, I - Barcelona 
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Anglo-American Section 
of Anti-Fascist Club 
Formed in Barcelona 



Number of Planes 
Brought Down in 1937 

The Ministry of National Defence has made public the 
following figures giving the results of air battles duclng 1937 : 

GOVERNMENT PLANES BROUGHT DOWN BY THE 
REBELS 

January ; 3 bombers, 1 pursuit plane, I observation plane ; 
total, 5. 

February : 2 bombers, 3 pursuit planes ; total, 5. 

March : 2 bombers, 3 pursuit planes, total, 5. 

April : 4 pursuit planes ; total, 4. 

May : 2 bombers, 6 pursuit planes ; total, 8. 

June : 3 bombers, 5 pursuit planes, 2 seaplanes ; total, 10 

July : 7 bombers, 12 pursuit planes, 1 seaplane ; total, 20 

August : 4 bombers, 6 pursuit planes ; total, 20. 

September : 3 bombers, 6 pursuit planes ; total, 9. 

October : 3 bombers, 1 pursuit plane ; total, 4. 

November : 3 pursuit planes ; total, 3. 

December : 3 bombers. 6 pursuit planes ; total, 9. 

Total number of Republican planes lost, 92. 

REBEL PLANES BROUGHT DOWN BY THE GOVERNMENT 

AIR FORCE 

January : 3 Junkers bombers, 13 Fiat pursuit planes, 3 Hein- 
kel pursuit planes, 5 planes of unknown type ; total, 24. 

February: 4 Junkers bombers, 11 Heinkels, 6 planes of 
unknown type ; total 21. 

March : I Fokker bomber, I Junkers bomber, 14 Fiat 

pursuit planes, 2 Heinkels ; total, 18. 

April : 2 Junkers bombers, 5 Heinkels, 5 sea-planes, 8 Fiat 
pursuit planes ; total, 20. 

May : 4 Flat pursuit planes, 2 planes of unknown type ; 
total, 6. 

June : 36 Fiat pursuit planes, 1 Junkers bombers 2 planes 
of unknown type ; total, 39. 

July : 9 Junkers bombers, 13 Heinkels, 5 observation pla- 
nes, 3 planes of unknown type, 48 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 78. 

August : 2 Junkers bombers, I twin-engined plane, 15 pla- 
nes of unknown type, 12 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 30. 

September : 3 Junkers bombers, 3 twin-engined planes, 3 
Romeos, 15 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 24. 

October : 2 Junkers bombers, I Savo!a r 14 Fiat pursuit 
planes ; total, 17. 

November : None. 

December: 4 Junkers bombers, 1 sea-plane, 1 Meisser- 
schmldt, 10 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 16. 

Total number of planes lost by the enemy, 293. 



An English-speaking section of 
the International Antifascist Club 
of Barcelona was formed recently 
by a group of British and Ameri- 
can comrades who are in the city. 
The idea was conceived as a result 
of a spontaneous gathering of a 
number of comrades at the Club 
one evening. These English-spea- 
king comrades, heretofore not well 
acquainted with the Club, dis- 
covered that almost every major 

language group was represented in 
it except English. 

This same group met a few days 
later and elected a Provisional 
Committee of four whose function 
was to contact the Secretariat of 
the Club, make arrangements for 
the incorporation of the English- 
speaking, and to inform other com- 
rades not present of the next 
meeting. Moreover, all those at- 




THE HOME of the International 
Antifascist Club, where our comra- 
des get together for cultural and re- 
creational activities. 



tendant agreed to pass the word 
on to their acquaintences. 

Consequently, more than 30 




comrades turned up at the meeting 
held on Sunday night, February 20 . 
Comrade Alonso Elliott, speaking 
for the Provisional Committee, 
reported. In explaining the aims of 
the International Antifascist Club, 
he said the club existed to provide 
the various antifascist nationalities 
with a place where they can come 
for political or social purposes. lie 
said the club accepted in its ranks 
onlv those whr were decided anti- 
fascists and were contributing jjn 
sonic way toward the winning 01 
the war for the Loyalist ( love in ■ 
l-icnt. 

Elliott explained that the faci- 
lities at the disposal nt the members 
included a library, hi Hard room, 
ping-pong room, bar, an audito- 
rium. class rooms for study or me- 
eting, radio, chess, checkers, ami 

other features. 

After the application blanks fur 
membership were filled ami ha 11 - 
ded in the brxly elected an Execu- 
tive Committee of five to carry 01. 



tlu.' wurk of English-speaking 
section. Two of the Executive 
Committee will represent tlm Sec- 
tion on the Executive of the in- 
ternational Antifascist Club itself. 
The Committee memhers as con- 
sisted at this timo "ire : M. Lesser, 
A. Elliott, T. John, Kathlea'i 
Cresswcll and Ned Golomb. 

A motion was made and passed 
setting every Saturday night, 9 
o’clock as the regular meeting time 



for the English-speaking members 
to get together. 

The Club is open to all member. 
every day. It is located in the “Casa 
Uegli Ttaliani". Pasajc Mendez 
Vigo, No. S. 
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To the Commander of the 15 th Brigade 
and to his Entire Estado Mayor 



Spanish Comrades in 59 th Battalion 
Express to Copic Their Confidence and 
Hope for Continued Action Within 15 ,h 
International Brigade 



Spanish officers and soldiers comprising the 59th (Spanish) 
Battalion of* the 15th International Brigade have affirmed their 
hope that future actions will find them fighting, as in the 
past, as part of the International Brigade. 

Their statment, reproduced in full on the adjoining page, 
together with all of their signatures, expresses their con- 
fidence in their Brigade Commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Copic, 
and in his entire staff. The statement follows in full : 

•The officers and soldiers of the 59th Battalion, in ob- 
serving the first anniversary of the Fifteenth Brigade’s Bap- 
tism 0) Fire, celebrates and reaffirms its decision to realize 
all that is beneficial to the cause of the Republic. We are happy 
and proud that we are led by Commanders and officers as com- 
petent as those who comprise our Brigade Estado Mayor. These 
staff officers deserve the maximum confidence; and we hope 
that in-future actions our Brigade Staff will perform as signa- 
lly as they have until now. We feel it is an honor to belong 
to this Brigade, so outstandingly directed by our esteemed Com- 
mander, Comrade Copic, together with his staff headquarters. 

•We also extend our heartfelt greetings to our equally es- 
teemed comrade, General Walter. 

«We reaffirm and emphasize, with all our hearts, that 
nothing is strong enough to sever our desire and will to belong 
to the International Brigades.* 




Charles Donnelly, Irish Revolutionary 



] A great mind was quenched 
when Charles Donnelly fell, a f.*w 
yards from the fascist trenelus, 
on February 27, 1937. Twenty-six 
years old, he had given up a Di- 
versity career in Dublin to throw 
himself into the working-class 
struggle. He was prominent in 
the unity movement in Ireland, 
and served a jail term for strike 
activity. Coming to Spain in De- 
ceinljer 193d, he was the first !'<» 
titical Commissar of the Iiifdi 
Section of the Lincoln Balta’icn. 

A revolutionary poet of promi- 
se, a keen student. (He left unfi- 
nished a biography of James Con. 
uolly in order to give his servi- 
ces to the Spanish people), His 
death is a challenge to those in- 
tellectuals who are still vainly 
attempting flight from the reali- 



ties of a world yet to be won for 
freedom. 

With him died at Jaraina, inte- 
llectuals and workers whose loss 
is keenly felt in Ireland — Kamoii 
McGrotty, University graduate; 
William Henry, Belfast Socialist ; 
Liam Tumilsuii, Belfast Commu- 
nist ; Hugh Bonar, Tirclionaill ; 
1 . R. A. veteran, and many 
others who realised that the strug- 
gle against fascism in Spain is 
an extension of the Irish struggle 
■against Imperialism and for 
freedom. In their j>ersons, Char- 
les Donnelly and his comrades of 
the Irish unit represented — and 
revealed to us — the real Ireland, 
and in battle they upheld the 
proud traditions of their hghlii’g 
race. 




IN A WAR FACTORY 

THE WOOL INDUSTRY 



One of Catalonia's most im- 
portant industries, well-known in 
Spain and abroad, is the wool in- 
dustry. Soon after the war broke 
out this industry was practically 
paralysed because of the lack of 
raw material. This situation had 
been brought about by the fact 
that the +Geiitral Association of 
Livestock Owners#, with head- 
quarters in Madrid, which sup- 
plied mest of the Catalan wool 
industries with wool, was dissolv- 
ed as most of its members sym- 
pathised with the rebellion and, 
at the first opportunity, left Gov- 
ernment Spain. 

The enterprise which suffered 
most from the flight of the mem- 
bers of the + General Association 
o Livestock Owners# was that of 
the « Spanish Wool Producers 
in Sabadell (Catalonia), the most 
important woolcleauiug and 
combing factory in the whole of 
Spain. The * General Associa- 
tion of Livestock Owners* had 
supplied most of the raw material 
for the factory ami had held 
shares in it as well. It was na- 
tural, therefore, that the level of 
production should full rapidly. 

A11 end was put to this situa- 
tion when in August, 193b, the 
« Association of Livestock Own- 
ers * was confiscated by the Mi- 
nistry of Agriculture, through 
the General Administration of 
Livestock. The * Association of 
Livestock Owners # was reorga- 
nised under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which immediately 
began to buy the w'ool which had 
been stored up by the peasants 
and collective organisations for 
some time, since it had been im- 
passible for them to put it on the 
market as a result of the flight 
of the members of the * General 
Association of Livestock Own- 
ers *. During the [936 season the 
General Administration of Li- 
vestock of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture acquired the following 
amounts of wool in various places 
of loyal Spain : 



Province of Badajoz : 



Cabeza de Buey. . . . 321,931 kg. 

Castuera 89,228 > 

Villanueva de la 

Serena 26,381 » 

Campanario. ...... .‘ 59.443 * 

Province of Cordova \ 

Belalcazar 30,567 * 

IVdroches 4*473 * 

Villanueva de Cor- 
doba 86,159 * 

Pozoblanco 40,42 5 » 

Alcaracejos 9.832 » 

Province of Ciudad Real : 

Chilldn 10,552 * 

Alniad^n 8,703 * 

Provinces of Cuen- 
ca and Toledo. . . . 76,440 ■ » 

Total 746,116 fig. 



The season was entirely suc- 
cessful. More wool was acquir- 
ed by tile General Administration 
of Livestock than had been ac- 
quired in previous seasons by the 
« General Association of Lives- 
tock Owners ». 

The wool obtained wus imme- 
diately handed over to the * Span- 
ish Wool Producers *, an enter- 
prise run by a Workers’ Council 
composed of employees and work- 
ers of the * Association of Live- 
stock Owners # in Madrid ami 
Sabadell and a delegate of the 
Government, which is under the 
guidance of the General Admi- 
nistration of Livestock. Wool 
began to appear on the market at 
prices not much higher than those 
which existed l>efore the war. 

'This season will probably be 
even more successful. I11 the 
first two mouths of 1938, 300.000 
kilograms of wool have been 
obtained. It is expected that 
this year the figure will lx? over 
one million kilograms. 

What has been the result of 
this intensive work ox the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture. The ruin of 
one of the most important Cata- 
an industries has been prevent - 
ries will be able to continue pro- 
duction normally and even com- 
pete with foreign products in fo- 
reign markets. 
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SHIPMATES STILL 



In decenibcr, 1936. two men 
crossing the English Cli.nmel to 
Franco got into conversation. Af- 
ter some talk of what they were 
gointr to do. tbev commenced to 

O n 

talk of what they had done and 
had been. 

First they made the discovery 
that both were ex-Navv men. 
Then, after comparing notes, they 
discovered that many years pre- 
viously they had actually served 
together on the same ship. H. M. 
S. Resolution. 




The first sea-man was Fred 
Copeman. now Commander of 
the 57th (British) Battalion. The 
other was Sam Wild, now Com- 
mander of the Major Attlee Com- 
pany of the same Battalion. 
(While Copcinan is in the hos- 
pital, following a serious opera- 
tion, Wild has become Battalion 
Adjutant. — Editor). 

ACTION TOGETHER 

When Fred and Sam arrived at 
thctrainingbase,the first man they 

met 'was Tom Johnson, who had 



also served with them on the "Re- 
solution" as a marine. Tom is now 
f Iffieor-in-eharge < if the 15th Bri- 
gade Armory. 

The three shipmates went into 
action together at Jarama and. to 
quote Sam Wild, ”\Ve woke npt<> 
gether in the same hospital at Ali- 
cante”. 

The story of how these three 
fighters, once part of the Impe- 
rialist armed forces, found their 
separate paths to the cause of the 
people, makes interesting reading. 

FRED COPEMAN 

In 1931, Fred Copeman, serving 
on H . M . S. N orfolk . played a 
leading part in the Invergordon 
mutiny. I hscharged from the Navy, 

he quickly became active in the 
working class movement, arid be- 
came a prominent figure in the un- 
employed struggles. When the po- 
lice banned meetings at the Labour 
Exchanges. Fred led the fight 
against the ban ami went to prison 
four times. 

SAM WILD 

Sam was prevented from taking 
part in the Invergordon mutiny by 

being put in chokcy the day the 
mutiny commenced. Y ( ears pre- 
viously his shipmates had dubbed 
him “Moscow Wild". 

Shortly after the mutiny. Sam 
went the way of all flesh via the 



Dockyard Gate, with all pension 
rights forfeited. The Navy’s loss 
was the Labour .Movement's gain, 

for Sam found his way there. 

TOM JOHNSON 

Tom Johnson served his full 
period in the Navy and only got 
interested in politics when he 
entered the outside world and came 
face to face with the problems of 

his class — of which he is now a 
ptoud anil capable servant. 




Tom often bemoans the fact that 
it took him so long to “wake up". 

All tlree shipmates assert their 
unbounded confidence in the class 
ci lisciousiiess of their fellow Navv 

men. The role that these three 
grand fighters arc playing today 
in Spain is an encouraging pointer 
to the attitude the British Navy is 
likely to take should a similar 
ciisis arise in Britain. 



WHAT LAUNDRY? 

Have you seen the soldier who, 
after listening to a lecture on the 
importance of keeping weapons 
clean, sent his rifle to the laundry? 

'■ i 1 .* ■ ‘ID ■. 1 '■ 11 ip 11 n i ; 1 ■ Fiii'ii 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 *> 1 1 
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Hagamos las mA» gran- 
de* economia* en ma- 
terial. ropas y viveres. 
Toda economia realiza- 
da nos ayudarA a ele- 
var. a reforzar nuestro 
1 ejtrcffo, y a veneer rA- | 
plda y definlHvamenie 

al fascismo I 
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Marty Greets Brigade 
on its anniversary 

TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING 
ORGANIZED BY THE STUDENTS OF 
LAGASCA INSTITUTE TO PAY HO- 
MAGE TO THE 15TH INTERNATIO- 
NAL BRIGADE. 

Esteemed Comrades : 

My warmest greetings to the students and fighters meeting 
In this hall In their Act of Homage to the 1 5th International 
Brigade. 

In spite of a great desire to be among you during these 
moments, 1 find it absolutely Impossible to do so. But you can 
be assured of my enthusiastic adhesion in your Homage to one 
of our heroic International Brigades, a marvellous expression 
of the Anniversary of the 1 5th Brigade coincides with the me- 
morable date in the history of th£ French peoples’ fight for 
Bread, Peace and Liberty. The 12th of February, the French 
working class demonstrated that it could fight fascism through 
the medium of unity of action. 

The Spanish people and the International Brigades will 
continue united In their struggle In the path designed by the 
fighters of the whole world. 

Then, Forward to Victory ! 

Long Live the Spanish Popular Army I 
Long Live the Republic I 

ANDRE MARTY 
Paris Deputy 



TWENTY 

(Acknowledgements to 
dicated in respectfu 
comrades of Februar. 

PROLOGUE 

Twenty of us lie here — 

Twenty who crossed continents, 

— oceans, mountains. 

Twenty to strike at the beast 
Time for burial was lacking 

— space and men too. 

Now, through the life of this biood-ci 
Earth, shall we comrades rest togethe 
Comrades now in the last of all ; the 
The quiet cloak spread over the bed < 

I 

Seven of us were British. From 
Mighty Brittany's far-flung horde of 
Imperialist booty we sought to erase 
Our shame, our country's sin against 
Fatal that day on the Jarama — 

Fatal only to pail mortal flesh. 

II 

I was an actor from Boston. 
Communist for six years, I tried to a 
My share to mold the spirit of the m 
No hypocritical « Pro Patrla » adorns 1 
Blinding lunge, a crash — and eternit 

III 

From New York, mighty-spired Gotha 
To the rambling fields of Spain I spei 
Statesman, politicians corrupt, shriek 
But we came. Short was my mortal 4 
Than a winter's day. But eternally sh 
Lie here — and eternally vigilant. 



History was in our hands, hard labor* 
Hands, when we left — we five Irish.. 
We've made, bloody, Fearful, glorious* 
Proud of the traditions we bore, prou* 
We found the answer, too soon quiet 
But we smile content from the tomb 

V 

Six Americans are we, bloody bulks n 
Given to those shared our Intimacy, s 
From the mighty states — six who j m 
<■ Attack <> went the word. And death a 
Medieval monsters of destruction endet 
Yet gave us what we never knew — a 

EPILOGUE 

Soon shall reach the last roll of man- 
Soon the weary living tread the soft r 
But flowers, new and fresh arid wet, i 
Death In too-famlliai guise guards th^ 
As do our comrddes, with unseeing eV 
And when the far-off tales are told, <m 
A thousand minds will flicker back to 
Came the new dead. The climbing f)es‘ 

1 
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OF US 

Edgar Lee Masters. De- 
memory of our fallen 
f 27, 1937.) 



rlched 

r. 

if life. 



Innocents. 



Id 

tss 

no common last bed 

u 



it my quiet life 
I Red * — 

Uy, ihorter 
ill I 



roughened 

History 

of our faith, too soon 
darkness. 

lur vengeance, * Pasaremos ». 



iw, unrecognizable, 

X of US 
t^uick fates, 
oon followed fast, 
i the short earthly stay — 
permanent home. 



nade thunder. 

Md back. 

doom on one huge tomb, 
horizon 

it. 

the brave and the quick and the dead, 
Jarama, from which there soon 
i Is gone, but only the flesh. 

JOSEPH ROSENSTEIN 



"Soy un 

y ya 



soldado y no un charlatan, 
he hablado demasiado" 



La popularidad del ex-general Queipo, segun 



un periodista hitleriano 



Visitucla Espana faceiosa por 
1 *non ninnero de peviudistas fascis- 
tas y nazis, no podia faltar e e- 
dactor jefe del Hamburger Frdu- 
( Icublatt . doctor Sven von Muller, 
y su presenoia on Sevilla habia dc 
significarsc con la obligada visita 
al jefe militar faccioso de Anda- 
lucia, el ex general Gonzalo Quei- 
po dc Llano. 

En el citado diario de Hambur- 
go aparece, el 12 de febrero, la 
entrevista entre el mencionado pe- 
riodista hitleriano y el cabecilla 
rclielde. 

La informacion va precedida de 
una fotografia d?! ex general, don- 
de una dedicatoria expresa la admi- 
racibn.de Queipo de Llano por el 
pueblo nazi. 

La crbnica del periodista alemnn 
empieza diciendo que “cuando los 
andaluces liablan de su general, su 
ontusiasnio se refierc a un compa- 
triota <jue tiene tres grandes nie- 
ritos”. 

Veamos cuales son, segun este ' 
escritor hitleriano, los tres grandes 
meritos de Queipo : 

1 .“ “El rasgo dc brawtra por cl 
cr.al coy io dc iw proviso a los sevi- 
llonos.'' — ; A que llama Von Mul- 
ler rasgo do bravura?... Reeonocer 
la popularidad de Queipo, la popu- 
laridad outre las tertulias de seno- 
ritos holgazanes, puedo ser en cier- 
to mode popularidad. El pueblo do 
Sevilla, los millares de seres enlii- 
tados por la matanza de sus parien- 
tes y seres queridos “cuando el ca- 
becilla los cogib de improviso”, no 
scran (juienes presten calor a esa 
popularidad. Es bastante sarcastica 
esta apreoiacion del periodista ham- 
burgues. porque un verdngo no 
puede ser nunca logitimantente po- 
pular. Si araso, puede ser tristc- 
mente eelebre : que no es lo mismo, 

2. 0 “La rapidez dc las operacio- 
ncs dc Malaga ” — Von MiiJIer a t r i - 
huyc esc triutifo al ox general fao- 
cioso, y luogo. 011 el mismo articulo 
— conic mas adelante destacamos — . 
habia, por boca del propio Queipo 
de Llano, do los doco hatalloncs 

ii! 1 1 n 11 r j 1 1 1 n r 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 : 1 n 1 hi ri 1 1 1 1 1 1 1' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 m 1 11 1 1 1 n 1 r 1 [lining 

En nuestras Brlgadas 
| Internacionales debe ha- 
; her el mayor porcen- 
taje de elates y oficialet 
1 talldot de las filas de los l 
nnevos reclntas 

rliiim'inJiiiiii'iiiiiii'.MJjiJiiiii':. : 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n 1 1 1 > 



italianos quo tomaron parte on la 
toma de ac|uolla eiudad. 

3." “En la a rest ion del or den so- 
cial ... que cs para cl asunto dc co- 
razon." — Henios citado. de paso, 
las matanzas que dirigio el general, 
on Sevilla, contra republicanos y 
obreros dc tendencias izquierdistas. 
lusiste, el redactor-jefe del Ham- 
burger Frcindcnblatt . en aceptar el 
crimen del ex general como uno de 
sus tres grandes meritos. Es un 
merito especial v digno del aludi- 
do cal>ecilla. Asi se comprende, con 
esta Ibgica de acepciones, que el 
periodista crea cminentemente' po- 
pular al militar traidor. 

HABlA HABLADO DEMASI ADO 

“Vo pregunte al general — dice 
en su cronica el periodista de Ham- 
hurgo — por que habia cesado cn 
sus discursos por la radio. £1 de- 
claro, sonriendo, que era un solda- 
do y no un charlatan, y que habia 
hablado ya demasiado.” 

Buena confesion. El propio spea- 
ker declara que habia hablado de- 
masiado. Esto fue lo que motivo en 
Burgos, cansados de soportnr ol ri- 
diculo efecto de sus deplorables 
confcrencias nocturnas, el cese del 
ex general como charlista. 

“Franco me ha ofrecido una car- 
tcra en su nuevo “ministerio” y 



yo no he aceptado. Prefiero seguir 
como general en Andalucia.” 

Esto es: quiere seguir siendo el 
“amo de Andalucia”. 

“Quiero dedicarme a inis que- 
haceres como general” — termina 
diciendo el “alegre” fascista sevi- 
llano. 

Quipo cuenta al periodista como 
cr.yb Malaga, y dice que preparb 
fuerzas espaolas y “doce batallones 
italianos en siete columnas para la 
ni&rcha concentrica sobre Malaga”. 

El periodista transcribe fielmen- 
tc esta declaracion, que, por si sola, 
es bastante elocuente. Sabido es 
quo sobic las divisiones italianas el 
cx general — ni ningun militar fas- 
cioso — tiene competencia ni auto- 
ridad alguna ; por lo que se deduce, 
sin que necesitemos que el reporter 
nazi lo detalle, que no fue el “he- 
roico general” el conquistador de 
Malaga, cuando el mismo cita a las 
fv-erzas italianas que realizaron lo 
uperacion. 

Puede felicitarse el cronista y re- 
dactor-jefe del Hamburger Frci- 
dcnblalt : con todo lo que relata, no 
habra quien dude de que Queipo 
es “eminentementc” popular, aun- 
<;ue no lo dejeii hablar mas por 
ladio y Franco no le liaya dado 
cartera auguna en su nuevo “go- 
bierno”. 



Marty saluda la Brigada en 
su aniversario 

A LA PRESIDENCY DEL ACTO HO- 
MENAJE A LA 15 BRIGADA INTER- 
NACIONAL ORGANIZADA POR LOS 
ESTUDIANTES DEL 1NSTITUT0 LA- 
GASCA. 

Estimados Camaradas : 

Envfo a los estudlantes y combatientes reunidos en esta 
sala, en el Acto de Homenaje a la 15 Brigada Internacional 
ml mas caluroso saludo. 

A pesar de mi gran deseo de encontrarme entre vosotros 
en estos momentos, me es absolutamente imposlble de hacerlo 
Pero podbls estar seguros de ml entusiasta adhesi6n a yuestro 
homenaje a una de nuestras heroicas Brlgadas Internacionales 
expreslbn maravillosa de la Solldarldad Internacional y de la 
Unidad de Acclbn. La conmemoracl6n del Aniversario de la 15 
Brigada coincide con la fecha memorable en la historla del 
Pueblo francos por el pan, la paz y la llbertad. El 12 de febrero 
la clase obrera francesa demostrb que se puede batir al fasclsmo 
por medio de la unidad de acclbn, 

El pueblo espafiol y las Brlgadas Internacionales firme- 
mente unldos contlnuarAn su lucha sobre el camino trazado 
por los combatientes del mundo entero. 

Adelante, pues, hasta la victoria 1 
Viva el EJbrcito Popular espafiol 1 
Viva la Repribllca t 

ANDRE MARTY 
Diputado de Paris 
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LEARN SPANISH 



American and British comrades, learn Spanish ! Many 
have already picked it up fairly well. All should follow their 
example. It is our anti-fascist duty. 

The matter is important. Our relations with the Spanish 
people in the towns where we trained, rested or went on leave 
have been excellent. They have welcomed us warmly, and we 

have behaved decently. That 
is the way it should be. With 
the Spanish fighters in our 
ranks the comradeship has 
been even deeper. That too is 
natural, for the intimacy bred 
in trenches and battles is as 
intense as it is necessary. But 
a better knowledge of Spanish 
would enable as to learn much 
more of what our Spanish 
friends have to teach us. 

It would be foolish to overs- 
tress the point and argue that 
unless we master the language 
we are not doing our best to 
win the war. The record of an 
increasingly victorious year in 
action shows how carefully we 
are attending to that funda- 
mental purpose. Nor can it be 
particularly relevant, in the 
midst of battles, to point out the cultural value of speaking an 
additional tongue. But what is vital is the fact that we must 
learn Spanish in order to fulfil our our mission here with the 
maximum effectiveness. 

This effectiveness demands the closest and most intimate 

relationship possible with our Spanish fellow-fighters in our 

Brigade. Such intimacy in turn depends largely on a good 

working knowledge of the language, sufficient to meet not 

• ' 

only the most important but also the most trivial questions and 
demands made upon our understanding. 

In the future, when the question iq Habla Vd. espafiol ?» 
is asked, our reply must be not a stuttering «Un poco» but a 
prompt and confident «Sf, camarada !» 




IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



ON FEBRUARY z i, fourteen 
fascist planes were brought down 
by our * Chatos *. Among them 
were 5 Meisserschmidts and 4 
Fiats. After the capture of Teruel 
by the Republican Army, Franco 
sent distressing telegrams to Rome 
and Berlin. He pleaded for imme- 
diate and effective aid. He was 
promised it. Since then scores of 
planes have been flying over the 
Rhineinto rebel Spain. Ships loaded 
from Italy with cannons, machine 
guns, grenades, bombs, rifles, ex- 
plosives. tanks, petrol, and other 
war material have been slipping 
into the fascist ports of Cadiz. It 
looks like the Fiihrer and the Duke 
are set on moving into Francoland 




AN IDO has been demonstrating 
open hostility lately towards the 
Catalonians in liis territory, The 
Catalonians, it is said, are furious 
against the * Generalissimo » for 
double-crossing them on certain 
promises. These promises, they 
claim, were made by Franco to - 
induce them to fight against the 




Republic. Now they’re sorry they 
ever belived him. IT IS NOW well 
known that the hatred which exists 
between Anido and the Phalangists 
is growing more intense every day. 
What a popular guy this Anido 
must be . FASCIST organizations 
have infiltrated in Vizcaya with all 
the vigor they can muster since 
the fall of the North. Children 
between the ages of 7 and 10 are 
converted into young soldiers and 
given the name of * Pelayos * ; 
those between the ages of 11 and 14 
are called « Fleclias *. Boys bet- 
ween the ages uf 15 and iS are ma- 
de «Cadotes» and prepared fur the 
fmi it. The sum total of the three 
groups are labeled «I,cgiouarios», 
Recruiting is done by notifying 
the child’s parents of his enlist- 
ment. No reply or protest is i>er- 
mitted. EAST SUNDAY, Hitler 



bag and baggage. But one thing 
that worries Franco is the defiant 
way our « Glorioso a checks his 
guests’ baggage. SHED A TEAR 
folks. Queipo de Llano’s boss, 
Martinez Anido (said to be the 
real owner of rebel Spain) lias just 
cracked down on Queipo by pro- 
hibiting him from speaking over 
Radio Seville. Queipo and Anido 
are great enemies. When Anido 
decreed that Queipo cease broad- 
casting, Queipo resisted. Then 
Franco came along and told Queipo 
to mind his manners and obey his 
superior ». The Seville General 
renounced his resistence but de- 
clared he would revenge himself 
soon. A SERIOUS INCIDENT 
took place between Nicolas Franco, 
brother of the rebel General, and 
Anido. The latter never could look 
at Nicolas without sensing a fee- 
ling of violent revolution in his 
stomach. This was mainly because 
of the influence Nicolas derived 
from his brother's position. To 
keep jealous Anido’s feathers down 
the General was forced to sacrifice 
his kid brother by sending him 
to Portugal as the representative 
of ’the Rebel Government. BOSS 



spoke to the German people. His 
speech can be divided into two 
main parts. In the first part he 
proclaimed himself as the saviour 
of Germany ; in the second lie an- 
nounced sharply that the Third 
Reich was headed for war. He will 
go to war with Italy as h’s abri- 
lliant second*. War when the 
whole world wai.ts peace. 



WHAT OF IT? 




— There’s talk of a new Franco 
British agreement. 

— Why, dear, I thought the Bri- 
tish bad always agreed with Franco* 
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THE USE 



OF FIRE IN MOVEMENT 



By MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 

Article III 




la order to illustrate th purpose.- 
fur which five ami mm-L-meni un- 
used. in cuinbi nation it is will to 
consider two individuals a and b. 
Until a and b are equally armed, 
equally trained and equally de- 
fended bv defensive works. H tie- 
eides to drive a from Ids ]ms timi. 
He begins his attack. It is clear 
that before he attacked he was 
about to shoot at a and a to shoot 
at him. Hut the moment that he 
moves, in order to do so, he lias 
to cease firing. It heroines obvious, 
therefore, that h alone will he unn 
Me to drive <> from Ids posit. on. 
A third person, r, must be emplo- 
ved to help him. Now. while b 
moves, c continues h * fire at a . 
t |i us prevent iny him from aeeu- 
ralely shooting at b while in mo- 
vement. H moves a certain dis- 
tance ami pri iceeds t«.» shoot at 
a. allowing c to advance. T'he 
two. of them alternate in fire and 
movement. 

THE ATTACK 

y 

This Is the principle upon which 
troops, as a whole, work in 

tlie attack. It is naturally obvious 
from this that troops in the attack 
necessarily attack in greater num- 
bers than the defenders. T he prin- 
ciple generally involved is, that 
while some individuals move for- 
ward other individuals continue 
their fire, in order to cover their 
advance. I lie principle, of course, 
is greatly widened out in its appli- 
cation. because not only must every 
soldier, as lie advances to a new 
position, take up fire, hut he must 
know, roughly, the designated tar- 
get. During the instruction period 
tins whole manoeuvre and tactic 
is taught under the heading of 
Mu-ketry. The target in general is 



dcMguatcd as the “range so much”, 
uhicli the soldier corrects as lie 
approaches nearer the target, and 
so many sight leafs in width. In 
other conditions the soldier proce- 
eds to lire across a whole width of 

target and not only at one particu- 
lar point. Each soldier doing this, 

dining battle, sets up a screen of 
fire across the entire front. 

FIRE SUPERIORITY 

Before the attack commences it 
is necessary for thcattaekingtroops 

in gain the superiority of lire. In 
other words, to be able to place so 
much fire upon the enemy as to 
prevent the enemy from firing upon 
troops moving in the open, with 

any degree of success. This supe- 
rb >ri tv of fire is gained both by 

the use of machine gun over-head 
file and also by the use of rifle 
while in the actual advance, cease 
ihe v i tie fire, it becomes obvious 
that the amount of tire distributed 
against the enemy front is greatly 
lessened and large alleys arc opened 
up. down which t he enemy may fire 
with safety. Thus, if troops in the 
attack do not continue to fire as 
they advance, covering each other 
in the movement forward, they re- 
move from themselves their greatest 
j >rot ect ion. In other words, they 
lose the superiority of fire and 
pt- ri n it themselves to he picked off 
like rabbits while in the open. The 
general tendency with untrained 
troops is to get into ihe open and 
promptly dig a hole to hide in and 

play ostrich, with the unfortunate 
result that they receive heavy ca- 
sualties, which are entirely unne- 
cessary ajid which would not occur 

if the elements of musketry were 
put into practice during the advan- 



ce. Tt is understandable that, for 
soldiers newly under fire, self 
protection is instinctively their 
first aim and, apparently, their only 
means of self protection is to dig 
a hole in which to hide. But in 
practice, although not quite so 
obvious, the fact is that this is 
about the most dangerous tiling 
that they could do. If they continue 
to fire in an organized manner, as 
they advance, certain individuals 
firing to cover others digging fox 
holes for themselves and vice versa, 
the losses would be far less and 
advances would be made with great 
.--ecurity. 

NIGHT ATTACK 

Certain other features in the 
advance of soldiers are important. 
In the day time, soldiers in the 
open in the attack, naturally move 
from cover to cover as individuals. 
How should they move r 1 f they 
are in deflated position it is possible 
l< i movestanding upright or in short 
dashes. If they arc in low positions, 
upon which theenemy may fire from 
higher points, it is better that they 
should also move in short dashes. 
Rut, if they are in fiat c<>untr\. 
where the sweep of fire from the 
enemy covers great distances, it is 



more advisable that they crawl. 
Although this may he a slower 
method of advance the crawling 
individual target is much harder to 
hit and is very hard, even, to see. 
At night, or in smoke clouds where 

it is neecssa • to remain in close 
contact, man with man, the only 
method of advance is in the erect 
position, moving .'or ward slowly 
and quietly, until win..- the corrcci 
distance, when the assault is made 
mddenly. 

GOOD MUSKETRY VITAL 

h'or commanders the instruction 
of individuals and smaller units in 
musketry is of the most vital im- 
portance, for once troops are de- 
ployed in action there is little the 
unit commander can do to affect the 
tide of battle, since it is impossible 
fur him to change h {s front once de„ 

ployed, except by using his reser- 
ves. H is well for soldiers and com- 
manders to bear this in mind and, 
therefore, by applying the principles 
of nm>ketry to carry forward their 
advances with the best technique 

available, that of Musketry, and 
i herein achieve their objective with 
fewer casualties and more certaintv 
ui '•aicce.'-s. 



TROUBLE FOR MOOCHO PINTER 



By Andy 
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Dig at this here time of night? 



I've got to sleep or 1 cant fight. 



Leave me alone, I II be all right. 



W i! ' M 1 ... 



■>ble for Moocho Pinter). 
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THE MILITARY SITUATION TODAY 



BARCELONA, Feb. 22.— Foil u- 
winyfa heroic rcsistcm e besting over 
Ban days the Republican Lum- 
maml last night ordered their 
1 'orces t*> evacuate Tcrucl in face 
of the pinchers movement with 
which the fascist forces threate- 
ircAtoeucirdlethcm. In view of this 
the Commander of the 46th. Di- 
vision, which had been entrusted 
with tin- defence of Tcniel itself 
and which for over 4S lionrs had 
held up the guemy forces attac- 
king the city from three sides, 
mustered his forces together and 
succeeded in forcing an exit toge 



ther with all his men and mate- 
rial. 

The present offensive, wieh is 
tlie fourth large-scale operation 
the rebel command has nntcrtak- 
cn vsince the capture of Tcrucl 
bv the Republican forces uii De- 
cember 22ml., began mi Thurs- 
day when the fascist forees, sup- 
ported by an i-nornioiiN number of 
planes and a large amount of 
heavy artillery, forced their pas- 
sage to the left bank of the Ri- 
ver Alfaiubra five or six miles 
to the noth east of Ten ltd . The 
following ilav they continued the 
advauce and occupied the village 
nf Valdccibro, thus outflanking 
Tcrucl on the Cast, The next 
mow was Pi; storm the Mansneto, 
a hill 1 ving between Valdecehrw 
and Tei ad , which holds a cm- 
manding ])ositioti. ITmn here the 

. • • . 1 „ . , < ■ - - I a • • 1 1 : . i ' 

! Todo nuevo recluta I 
debe ver en cada i 
- antiguo co mbatiente f 
internacional as u " 
mejor amigo y el 
mas experimentado 
r. camarada de lucha. 



enemy advanced towards Cas- 
trnlvo, which lies to the soiitli 
of the main road to Valencia and 
at the same time began to press 
from their positions to the west 
of Teruel. Here the Republicans 
retreated across the River Tnria 
ami eventually, as the circle 
around it grew tighter, decided 
to abandon the city itself. 

The fascist advance wap pos- 
sible only as a result of the tre- 
mendous reinforcements of planes 
and artillery which Hitler and 
Mussolini haw supplied to Frau, 
co in recent weeks. It is essen- 



tial to point out that at a time 
when Italy talks of withdrawing 

■ volunteers* from Spain, she is 
not withdrawing, but is actually 
increasing technical aid in the 
form of heavy artillery and aero- 
planes. The offer to withdraw 

■ volunteer* oomhatants should de- 
leave nobody. For Mussolini rea- 
lises that the present Republican 
soldiers arc far superior to Italian 

■ volunteers* conscripted to light 
for an alien cause in a foreign 
country. The only way in which 
hi- can avoid defeat 11 Spain is 



by tremendously increasing, the* 
supply of planes and artillery. 
And the result of this increase 
is the recapture by the fascist 
(*f Tcruel. 

This concentrated attack against 
Tcrucl has been purposely deli- 
vered rflt a cniciafl moment in 
international polities in order to 
give Italy a stronger bargaining 
weapon witli the British Govern- 
ment, 

From a strictly military point 
of view the recapture of Tcrucl 
is not as spectacular as it may at 
first appear to the casual obser- 
ver. Tli is is the fourth counter- 
offensive the relrcls have been 
forced to undertake in order to 
repair the moral damage caused 
them by the loss of Teruel. Or 
to put it more concretely, what 
the Republicans captured ill six 
days with the loss of only 200 
killed the rebels have taken two 
mouths to recapture, and in doing 
so have lost tens of thousands 
of men. 

But, despite this temporary re- 
verse, the Republicans have still 
gained their main objective. They 
forced the rebel command to give 
up the idea of attacking at Gua- 
dalajara or on some other front 
and have o.bligcd Lheui.to employ 
all their fir^t-class men and ma- 
terial merely to recapture what 
at the best of times was only 
a small, provincial capital of 
j 2,000 inhabitants and today fo- 
llowing repeated fascist bombard- 
ments is little more than a heap 
of ruins. 

Taking all in all, the Republi- 
cans have lost little and have 
made some very important gains. 
Tltcv have succeeded in gaining 
two months of valuable time 
which, translated into the nffen- 
-ive strength added b> the Spa 
nish People’s Army, may well 
bo one of the decisive factors of 
the war as a whole 




“All German”, Says 
Pilot in Interview 

The well-known Committee of 
Non-Intervention has revived after 
a long recess and is once more 
engaged in whatever its activities 
might be called. With headquarters 
in London, however, it is quite pos- 
sible that during its hibernation the 
committee ran across the follow- 
ing interview that the Vienna 
correspondent of the London “Dai- 
ly Express” had with one of the 
twenty -six 1 - german aviators who 
deserted from the famous “Richtho- 
fen Squadron”. It should be borne 
in mind theft the “Daily Express” 
has always been a firm supporter 
of the policy called nan-intervent- 
ion. 

The interview contains the follow, 
ing statement by the German flier : 
"I was a member of Section 334 
of the squadron. At the beginning 
of last August we received an order 
to present ourselves as “volunteers” 
for service in Spain. We sailed 
from Kiel in a German merchant 
vessel with 46 planes and about 
200 aviators and mechanics on 
board. In Spain we were taken to 
an airfield near Salamanca. We 
-laved there two months, during 
which we took part in fourteen 
aerial combats, losing six planes 
and twelve pilots. 

“The personnel at this field was 
exclusively German. There was not 
<iue SpauNh Art. On Odubcr 2^ 

we returned to Germany bv \essel 
again to Kiel. This leave was based 
on the understanding that wc would 
return ro Spain on December j. 
Needless to say. we never did.” 

> |it’ ■ll|ll|MII , PlilMin|.l nil . \ 

Por todos partes 
debe existir el espi- - 
rifu entusiasta de : : 
I fraternidad que es la 
1 base y la fuerza de j 
| nuestras Brigades \ 
Internacionales. I 
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NEGRIN CALLS FOR "THE WILL TO CONQUER 



// 



IN RADIO BROADCAST TO THE NATION 



«The will to conquer should ring like a son*; of 
certainty and strength at the lathes, at the wheels in 
the factories, in the work of the peasants, in offices 
and workshops. And with a model rearguard working 
at the highest tension in the service of our arms, we 
shall he able to say to our heroic lighters : 

((Officers, Commissars and Soldiers of the People's 
Army ! All the Spaniards are endeavoring to excel 
themselves. Excel yourselves, do not yield an inch of 
ground to the foreign invaders. With rigid discipline, 
with conscientious training, with invincible heroism, 
make of our Army the victorious Army of an indepen = 
dent, free and happy Spain. » 



The evacuation of Teruel does 
not in any way diminish the cer- 
tainty of a victory for Republican 
Spain over fascism. This was the 
keynote of a radio speech broad- 
cast to the people of Spain by Pri- 
me Minister Juan Negrin on Sa- 
turday night, February 26. 

In his opening remarks Dr. Ne- 
grin said that the great superiority 
of material, which is only transi- 
tory, of the opponent's army has 
forced the soldiers of the Reputgic 
to abandon Teruel. * The news <, 
he said, « of the evacuation of 
that city was not witheld a single 
instant from the public. » 

He announced that * It has al- 
ways been the pride of the Govern- 
ment of the Republic that it keeps 
the country informed of the exact 
course of our war. No episode 
whether dramatic or daring, has, 
ever been hidden from the nation 
or distorted. » 

Speaking of Teruel, Dr. Negrin 
said: d At Teruel the Republic 

destroyed the enemy's plans. For 
two months the most violent 
battles since the beginning of the 
war were taking place on this 
front. The Levante front has, 
therefore, attained extraordinary 
importance both nationally and 
internationally. And the changes 
which took place there show a 
favorable balance for the Republic. 

♦ The Italo-German command 
has been preparing an offensive 
since the middle of November, 
which was boastingly announced 
with the ‘greatest publicity. It was 
announced by the press, the fas- 
cist radio, and the newspapers of 



el dta en que el EjArcito 

Popular se posesionA de Teruel, 
rindieron los ultlmos focos de su 
reslstencia interior, crefatnos en la 
victoria de la causa republicana 
con la misma convicclAn, con la 
misma fe que creemos en el la ahora 
que Teruel, por obra exclusiva de 
la artilleria y la aviaciAn Malo- 
germAnica, no es de fa Repdbllca, 
no e$ de Espana. Nuestra voluntad 
de victoria y nuestra segura con- 
fianza en el trlunfo no han sufrldo 
dlsminucl6n. Las conservamos in- 
tactas y las vivificamos con nues- 
tros entusiasmos y trabajos. 

Dr. Juan NkcrIn 



the countries which are invading 
Spain. This offensive was used by 
the diplomats of those countries 
in order to further their intrigues 
in the chanceries. Merely the pro- 
paganda about this offensive, which 
it was declared would be a decisive 
one, was in itself a weapon which 
the enemy was using against us. 
For the leaders of the fascists it 
was also a support by which they 
tried to bolster up the rotten mo- 
rale of their rear. By promising 
a lightning victory they tried to 
animate those of their partisans 
who displayed fatigue and doubt. 
They wished above all else to di- 
sarm and discourage those Spa- 
niards in fascist territory who de- 
sire our victory and who are be- 
coming more numerous each day. 

v Under those circumstances, the 
Government of the Republic de- 
cided to put into practice an ele- 
mentary rule of strategy : to upset 
the enemy's plans by striking 
first. The Government decided to 
impose its will on the enemy and 
to oblige them to fight where it 
suited us. In the middle of Decem- 
ber we began the Teruel offensive. 
In one week we captured the for- 
tified city. Our Army took thou- 
sands of prisoners. Our splendid 
Air Force brought down many 
German and Italian planes... 

<1 Our success was a terrible blow 
for the enemy. The military pres- 
tige of Italy and Germany crashed 
as it had before at Jarama, Gua- 
dalajara, Brunete, and Belchite. 
In this wav the diplomatic maneu- 



vers of these countries were hin- 
dered. Behind the fascist lines 
there was commotion ; seme were 
in panic, the rest rejoicing. As a 
result of the strength shown by the 
Republican Army, the enemy was 
forced to renounce its plans. In 
order to recapture Teruel they 
threw their best, shock troops 
against our line. These troops had 
been held in preparation for their 
offensive. During two months, in 
view of the courage of our sol- 
diers, entire divisions of the rebel 
anny collapsed. The recapture of 
the city which from the beginning 
of January the rebel leaders con- 
sidered certain, appeared to be 
hindered by insuperable difficul- 
ties. The traitors had to ask for 
additional aid from their bosses 
abroad. Many ships laden with 
planes and guns arrived in fascist 
territory from the harbors of Ger- 
many and Italy. With these con- 
siderable reinforcements in ma- 
terial, for which they were paid 
with pieces of the land of our 
fatherland, the enemy was able, 
after two months of desperate 
attempts, to recapture territory 
which has proved a ceinentery for 
its chosen troops. * 

Negrin continued : « Now is not 
the tune to have more than one 
thought and one desire : to crush 
the enemy. By fighting at the 
front, working more in the rear, 
by pursuing and uncovering them 
when they hide among us. » 

In his closing remarks he stated: 
♦ These are moments of sacrifice, 



but also of confidence in victory 
Moments wliich demand that we 
should increase still further the 
common desire which unites all 
of us Spaniards against the enemies 
of the people. 

>> A few days ago an international 
adventurer cynically proclaimed 
from Germany his aim to regulate 
at his caprice the destinies. This 
he will never achieve. The Spanish 
people have never, never allowed 
themselves to be ruled by the will 
of foreigners. They fought in the 
past and are fighting today for 
the right to decide their own des- 
tiny for themselves. 

» The last foreign cannon-shots 
in Teruel have not been able to 
extinguish the echo of our first 
victory, which will flourish again 
with the help of all in new and 
decisive victories. 

» The will to conq .?r should 
ring like a song of certainty and 
strength at the lathes, at the 
wheels in the factories, in the work 
of the peasants, in offices and 
workshops. And with a model rear 
working at the highest tension in 
the service of our arms, we shall 
be able to say to our heroic figh 
ters : 

« Officers, Commissars, and Sol- 
diers of the People's Army ! All 
the Spaniards are endeavoring to 
excel thunselves. Fxcel yourselves, 
to not" yield an inch cf ground to 
t he foreigners. With rigid discipline, 
with conscientious training, with 
invincible heroism, make of our 
Army the victori cus Army of an 
independent, free, and happv 
SPAIN. * 



Tendreis, soldados del 

pueblo, fodo el armamento que 
necesiteis para alcanzar con vues- 
tro valor y vuestra pericia victorias 
decisivas en la lucha por la libertad 
de Espafia. Para ello, se afanarA 
nuestra retaguardia, trabajandomAs 
y mejor, estfmulados todos por el 
sublime anhelo de aportar esfuer- 
zos, desvelos y sacrifices al mAs 
rApido triunfo en esta lucha que 
enorgullece a cuantos en ella 
parcticlpan. 

Dr. Juan Nec.rIn 
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DON MANUEL AZANA 

I 

A Brief Biography of Our President 



Manuel A /'.ana Dfaz was horn 
in Alcala dc llcnnics mi the first 
iff January rSSj. He had his first 
schooling there. He studied law 
in the college nf Marm Cristina 
in El Eswrial, and at 20 obtained 
n decree. lie went to Madrid with 
the idea of be* inning a lawyer 
There lie attended the lectures of 
Don Francisco (liner dc h>s Rios 
and began his social life in the 
Athencum for Literature, Art, 
and Science, where he was to d is 
tingnish himself years later. 

As doctor of Law lie was a suc- 
cessful candidate for a vacant pin - 
cc in the Direction (leneral of 
Registers. Obtaining a grant from 
the Council for the Development 
of Studies, lie left Spain ami 
spent the year ujij in Paris. From 
there he sent his first articles to 
the Madrid newspaper tLa Co- 
rrespondence de Espnna», signed 
with the pseudonym Martin Pi- 

nol. 

Reputation as speaker 

In a series of speeches in defen- 
ce of the memory of Don Scgis 
tnnndo Morct he showed himself 
an excellent speaker and was 
elected first secretary, in 191.1, to 
the Athencum of Madrid. 

During the Eur< >] >ean War. 
19)4-191$, lie carried out in the 
Atheneum a policy of frank adhe. 
sion to the allied cause, organi- 
sing memorable meetings such as 
the one held in the Hull K i no' at 
Madrid. Together with other 
Spanish intellectuals he visited 
the French, English, and Italian 
war fronts, from which he sent 
articles to «E 1 Liberal* of Madrid. 

He spent the year 1919-1020 in 
Paris. On his return to Spain he 
founded, with Don Ciprinno Ri- 
vas Chciif, the literary review, 
« I ,;i Plnnu » , a mo - .th ly publica- 
tion which continued to appear 
fiT two years. Then Azana bcea 
me editor of the weekly «E^pafia» 
which was suspended in 1925 by 
the dictatorship of (General Primo 
de Rivera. 

ifis political career bey an in 
1913 when he joined the Refor- 
mist Party, whose head, Don Mel. 
quiades Alvarez, attempted an 
impossible liberal collaboration 
with the monarchy. Opposed to 
tile passive attitude df this party, 
Azaiia, with a group of friends, 
founded the «Republicuii Action*. 




Rctwecn 1920 and 1931 lie wrote 
and published «The (iarden of the 
Friars*, an autobiographical no- 
vel about his childish meditations 
in FJ Esc'orial ; «The Life of Don 
Juan Valera*, which was awarded 
the First Prize of National late- 
ratine and «La Cornua* (The 
Crown), a dramatic work, lie 
translated Rovp*w's liiblc in 
Spain, Merintcc's Hits Holiness 
Coach* and Chesterton’s «Thc 
( )rb and the Cross*. 

Minister of war 

He took part in the I ’act of San 
Sebastian where the representati- 
ves of the Republican Action, the 
Radical Party. Catalan Ksqnevra, 
V.nlician Left and Socialist Party, 
met tugethci ; and lie revealed 
himself to the masses as a great 
sneaker in the meeting of 1930 in 
the Hull Ring in Madrid. 

On the occasion of the upri-iug 
of Java, the members of this com- 
mittee were pursued hy the poli- 
ce. and sc 1111c were imprisoned. 
Put Rut Manuel Azana escaped. 

When the Republic was esta 
blished bv a majovitv vote, Alca- 
la- Zamora became President ami 
Azana received the portfolio of 
War. 

The Minister of War is usually 
a military man. Azana made im- 
portant reforms in the army. He 
had published years earlier the 
first volume of a work on « St 1 1 - 
dies in French Contemporary Po- 
litics. 1 . Military Policy*. 

Reforms 

When A lea la - Zamora resigned . 
Don Manuel Azana was elected 



Prime Minister and held his post, 
as well as that of War Minister, 
up to 1933. 

During his term of office ho 
had to suppress various extre- 
mist movements of which the 
most dangerous was the military 
monarchist insurrection of Au- 
gust 1932, led by C.enerat Snn- 
jurjo, who was arrested and sen- 
tenced to death. The sentence, 
however, was not carried out. 

After the Constitution was ap- 
proved, the chief of state elected, 
and the Paw of Agrarian Reform 
passed, as well as the Statute of 
Catalonia ami the Divorce Law, 
there were still lacking a series 
of complementary laws which had 
to be approved by the Cortes. The 
President differed with the Cortes 
in the matter of these laws. Alt- 
hough Parliament voted eonfiden. 
iv in his. government, Azana had 
no confidence in the Cortes, am! 
therefore dissolved it, thus gram 
ting power to Lcrroux. 

Azana was elected deputy for 
Pilbno in the new elections, and 
took his place in the opposition. 
He saw that the Republic was 
being betrayed by its worst ene- 
mies. lie took no part in the Hr. 
tober uprising, which was prow, 
ked by the C. E. D. A. (a rear 
tionary party) which was taking 
part in the government although 
it did not respect the regime. Ne- 
vertheless, lie was arrested ami 
interned on a w.ir< hip in the port 
of Rareelona. 

Ilis innoccmv established at 
law, he returned (.<> political life. 
In tlie fields of Mcstalla .'Valeri 
cia!, Lascsarre i Pilbno) ami Co- 
mil las (Madrid) crowds of bun 
dreds of thou-.amN of people f ’n. 
lleoted to hear him. 'Phis was at 
the beginning of the vigorous iv. 
action <<f (lie Spanish left parties. 
On the 1 1 in mpli of the Popular 
Front . in February J 9 .y *, Man ml 
Azana became Prime Minister. 

Zamora was removed from the 
presidem \ , ami Don Diego Mar 
Duty. Parrio occupied the post 
provisional lv \ Later Azana was 
elected president. 

Don Santiago Casa res Oitirogn 
became Prime Minister. 

P11 the 17th of July, 193b the 
military uprising took place. Az.a. 
fin has remained President ami 
representative of the Spanish 
people. 



Lo plrdldo dc Teruel no 
debe influir cn cl dnlmo 
dc lo* combottcnics 

'■LOS SACRIFICES DE HOY, 
FRUCTIKICARAn EN LA VIC- 
TORIA DE MASfANA 

Todo el mundo en su puesto — dice 
el general Jefe del Estado Mayor 
Central, — cumpllendo su deber 
de espanol, y no se harftn esperar 
los dfas de triunfo 

El Ministerio de Defensa Na- 
cional ha faeilitado la siguiente 
nota : 

v El dfa 22, despues de la eva- 
euacion de Teruel, el general jefe 
( 1.1 Estado Mayor Central dirigid 
a las fuerzas del Ej^rcito de Le- 
vante la siguiente orden general : 

* La situacidn t&ctica creada alre- 
dedor de la plaza de Teruel, con 
la caida del Mansueto y Santa 
ll&rbara, producida el pasado dfa 19 
despues de un brutal ataque de 
aviaeidn y artillerfa enemigas, de 
m&s de diez horas, se resolvid en 
la jornada de ayer desfavorable- 
mente para nuestras armas. Las 
tropas que la defendian, despues 
de agotar sus posibilidades de re- 
sistencia, atacadas por ties frentes 
y envueltas desde las catorce se 
aver, lograron, ya de noche, con- 
due i das _£ 5 or su jefe, abrirse paso 
a viva fuerza a trav^s de las Hneas 
enemigas y replegarse a nuestras 
posicioues del sur de la plaza. 

La caida de Teruel, conquistado 
eon tanta pericia y abnegacibn por 
nuestro Kjercito, no debe influir 
depresivamente en el &nimo de los 
conibatientos, sino, por el con- 
trario, exaltar su fortaleza moral. 

La guerra es sacrificio, y es pre- 
ciso saber afrontar £ste en los 
momentos que la guerra lo exige, 
seguros de que los sacrificios de hoy 
fructificaran manana en la victoria 
de la causa popular que defen- 
cleinos. 

Si la conquista de Teruel fu£ un 
airou de gloria para el Ej^rcito 
Popular, su perdida no puede te- 
ller m&s importancia que el dolor 
de pasar a manos de nuestros in- 
vasores un trozo nids de nuestro 
suelo. 

El inando del Ej^rcito Popular, 
ejmestainente a la conducta que 
siguen los rcbeldes, no tiene por 
que ocultar los reveses. Los espf- 
ntus fuertes y los Animos bien 
tciuplados se sorjan en Ja adver- 
sulad:- Por eso el mando espera que 
todos los jefes, subordinaefos y las 
tropas saldr&n de la dura expe- 
rience de las cuatro ultimas jor- 
nadas con la decision inquebran- 
table de afrontar las nuevas situa- 
eiones por diffciles que sean. La 
de hoy no es grave, ni siquiera 
dificil. One todo el mundo se man- 
tenga en su puesto, simplemente, 
eumpliendo su deber de espanol 
y no se har&n esperas los dfas dc 
iriunfo. 

De orden del ministro de Defensa 
Nacional. — El general jefe del 
Estado Mayor Central, Vicente 
Rojo. * 



De la conjunc!6n de 

los tres esfuerzos — Ej£rcito, reta- 
guardia y Gobierno — surgiri la 
victoria republlcana de que Espafia 
espera su renacer. 

Dr. Jvan N for In 
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LA EVACUACION DE TERUEL Y LA NOTA 

OFICIOSA DEL GOBIERNO 



Tarda ron dos lueses cn reeuperar 
lo cjue habian perdido en seis dias. 
Y su penosa victoria del 22 de fe- 
brero no puede ser. honradamcnte, 
militarmente, tecnicamente, apun- 
tada en su halier. Se la deben de un 
modo integro y total, de un mndo 
que no deja lugar a dud as. a I Co- 
mite de No Intervencion en sen- 
tido unico, de Londres. ; Sea para 
sus miembros la gloria! Y su pre- 
sidcnte, el inefable y casi inverosi- 
mil Lord Plymouth, pescador de ca- 
na en los week-ends , reciba de los 
espanoles, de los espanoles que me- 
recen todavia llamarsc asi. un enio- 
cionado y hondisimo recuerdo. Ten- 
ga la seguridad de que no le olvi- 

daremos nunca. 

* * * 

Acordemonos... Era en diciem- 
brc. En tomo a Sigiien2a. se aglo- 
meraban las artillerias facciosas : 
baterias de todos los calibres, pero 
predominando los mdeianos y !os 
grandes; carros de asalto en niime- 
ro crecidisimo; centenares dc ame- 
tralladoras; repuestos fantasticos de 
municiones ; viveres, ambulancias : 
todo lo que hay que esperar en una 
ofensiva a fondo, de la que se espe- 
ra resultados de niucho alcancc es- 
trategico. El (|uc escribe estos hu- 
mildes comentarios intrascendentcs. 
presencio, cuando la Guerra Euro- 
pca, en el f rente aliado occidental 
de Francia. Belgica y Alsacia. es- 
pectaculo semejantc. y debe decir 
que, a despecho de la importancia 
que entonces ya se daba a la meca- 
nica v a la quimica. sobre lo que 
llamaban los alemanes, cinicamente, 
con su racial y nacinnal desprecio 
del individuo. “material humano”, 
Lodavta los generalisiniwS y sus es- 
tados mayores atendian mas a la 
calidad de las fuerzas, (pie al he- 
rramental destructivo que liabia dc 
confiarseles. No es que crcyeran. 
con el ruso Souwarnff. (|uc “la bala 
es loca y cuerda la bayoneta" : cs 
que su mentalidad nccidcntalista. li- 
beral y dcmocratico. a despecho dc 
la deformneion profesional. les obi i - 
gabn a considerar primordiales los 
valores del espiritu. Un soldado. pa- 
ra ell os. a pesar de todo, seguin 
siendo 1111 liombre. 

* * * 

Un hombre sipim sh ndo tambu'n 
para nosotros: pern al otro lado dc 
la frontera provisional que sepaia 
a las dos Espahas. un soldado e> 
una pie2a dc la maquina militar y 
nada vale por si mismo. Dc ahi que 
predominen, en los clementos dc 
choq^e. los mcrcenarios de diver- 
sas razas. lenguas y colorcs, sobre 
cl quinto sacado dc los cuarteles 



hispanos y sobre el reservista arran- 
cado de su hogar por la violencia. 
I’d condotiero no tiene. cn la pelea, 
mas que estimulos de orden subal- 
terno, dc satis face ion facil. Franco 
ofrecia a los kabilenos del Rif y dc 
Yebala hotin pingiie y mujeres her- 
mosas. Sabia (]ue asf halagaba su 

primitivisnio elemental y basico. 
,, Que ese botin v esas mujeres te- 
nian que ser raeziado el uno y man- 
eilladas las otra>, cn la tierra de 
Espana ? Es verdad ; pero un ge- 
neral a la espanola, cuando se de- 
cide a sublevarse contra el regimen 
que se dieran libremente sus com- 
patriotas, prescinde de todos los es- 
crupulos. 

* * * 

Hero decia que. alia a mediados 
de diciembre. los facciosos acumu- 
laban al norte de la Alcarria divi- 
siones y material para el gran ata- 
que. operacion de largo aliento, que 
pensaban dar a nuestras lineas. 
,;Acaso habian imaginado tambien 
conjugar ese ataque, muy duro des- 
de luego. con otro por cl pucnU de 
Arganda? Madrid ya no se puede 
tomar de frentc; pero sus comuni- 
caciones pasan por una zona no 
muy ancha : cortandolas. sc le pone 
en un trance dificil. 

Parece que el comicnzo de la gran 
embestida alcarrcha estaba fiinda 
para el 16. El r -; atacamos nosotros. 
Atacamos entre borrascas de. nievc. 
con un frlo siberiano ; atacamos. 
poniendo en el ataque. a la vez. in- 
teligencia y bravura. En seis dias. 



nmipimo,'' v toniamos, salvo algu- 
110s reductos interiores, un vasti- 
simn campo atrincherado y una 
ciudad. 

El mando encmigo vacilo al 
pronto. Se le hacia muy duro rc- 
nunciar a sus planes v dejarse nia- 
niobrar. Y dc ahi que enviara, un 
poco a la diabla, sus priineros auxi- 
1 ios. Pero, al fin, tuvo que accptar 
la amarga realidad de su dcscala- 
bro. fba a acometer : le acometic- 
ron : iba a sorprender : le sorpren- 
dieron : iba a derrotar : le derrota- 
ban... 

Se le abrian dos caminos: o acu- 
saba cl golpe, se resignaba como 
en Belch ite, organhaha un flanco 
defensivo en el oeste y el sud de 
Teruel y continuaba desarrollando 
sus actividades agresivas en la Al- 
carria. o renunciaba a sus planes 
primitivos y volaba, con todos los 
clementos acumulados en Sigiien- 
za y su region, al soenrro de Te- 
ntel. 

Eligio el segundo. Equivocada- 
mente. a mi modesto juicio, y 1 am- 
bien en contra de la opinion auto- 
rizada dc un crltico militar tan 
escuchado como el coronel aleman 
Von Paencckc. profesor de la Es- 
cuela de Guerra de Berlin. Toda- 
via podra ndmitirse que Franco, 
mientras re^htian los sitiados de 
Teruel. se negara a a ban dona lies. 
Habia una rnzdn de caracter sen- 
timental. T.o absurdo es que ren- 
didos Rey y Rarba. aun continuara 
la batalla del Rajo Aragon. 



Esa batalla, despues dc ocho se- 
manas de fluctuaciones, la ban ga- 
i:ado, no los rebeldes, sino el ci- 
lado Comite de No Intervencion 
en sentido unico, de Londres. Asi 
lo ha dicho el Gobierno de la Re- 
piiblica en una meditada nota ofi- 
ciosa. Y asi es la verdad. 

Franco ha rccibido, en los dos 
liltimos meses, por via maritima y 
por via aerca, cientos de aviones, 
cientos de canoncs, cientos de ca- 
rros de asalto y enjambres de es- 
pccialistas de todas lavas: aviado- 
res, artilleros, conduc tores, arti- 
ficieros, mecanicos, quimicos. etc. 
Con ellos, con sus moros, sus li- 
bios, sus somalies, sus eritreos, sus 
apaches del Tercio y sus maurita- 
110s de Ifni, a quienes retuerzan. 
en Ls grandes ocasiones, requetes 
y guardias civiles. ha podido que- 
brantar nuestra resistencia en Sie- 
rra Palomera y Sierra Gorda. to- 
mar el Mansueto y obligarnos a 
cvacuar Teruel: victoria dificil. 

victoria poco honrosa : victoria que 
le costb nmcha sangre al principio. 
cuando aun no disponia de todas 
las masas arti Herns y aviatoria* 
(jue ha desplegado ultimamentv : 
victoria que no 1 c indemniza del 
aplazamicnto indefinido de su ofen- 
siva sobre Madrid. 

* * * 

l La Icccion que se desprende de 
fos hechos? Esta : que en las gue- 
rras modernas. David, para veneer 
a Goliath, ha <lc usar un armn- 
mento analogo cn cficiencia al 
suyo. La honda vibradora. la pic- 
dra en la f rente, la caida- del gi- 
gantc, hacen un gran cfccto, cuan- 
do se lee tnl escenn cn la Biblia : 
pero los tiempns :-on de realidades. 

Las dcmocraeias tienen mierlo. 
niuclio mie(lo : no ncabnn dc com- 
prenrler (pie nos estnmos batienth 1 
por elJas ; pero nosotros. tan debi- 
les, tan pequehos. tan abandonado', 
podemos. si queremos. anular. par- 
cialniente sirjuiera, la superioridad 
fecnica cnemiga. Con energia. se- 
renidad y espiritu de saerificio. 
aproveeb:t-ndo todas las colabora- 
eioncs (|ue sc nos of re/, can (y cs de 
ereer que nos ofreoeran). logra- 
mnos (|ue nuestra aviacidn. y nues- 
Ira artilleria. y nuestm municio- 
uamiento rospondan. en pla/o muy 
breve, a lo (pie exigen las circuns- 
tancias. 

Pero ello ba ile ser bccho rnni- 
dituiente, porque los reliehlcs tic- 
nen prisa y sus protectorc^ lo mis- 
nio : pongamo^ nuestra eoiifianza 
en el G(^hicrno, desdc luego; pero 
avudemnsle todo*; : nos \ a — que no- 
lo dude nadie — mas que la vidn... 

PARIAN VIDAL 



ON THE MOVE 




MACHINE GUN MOUNTED on the roof of ft troop train carrying the 
men of the Fifteenth Brigade to the front. In more than a year of succe- 
slve actions, the Fifteenth Brigade has seen active service on many fronts 
-- at Jarama, Brunete, Arag6n and Teruel. And It hasn't always had 
troop trains for transportation, a fact to which many of our bunioned 

comrades will testify. 
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CUBAN VOLUNTEERS IN SPAIN 




A GROUP OF CUBAN and Spanish comrades in the Fifteenth Interna- 
tional Brigade. The original Lincoln Battalion contained a complete Cuban 
section when it was formed more than a year ago. 



In January 1937, there arrived 
at tile training base of the L 11- 
cnln Battalion a new contingent 
of A inerican volunteers, compo* 
sed in a large part uf youthful 
antifascist Cubans, At the head, 
as military leader came the ener- 
getic Cuban student leader Rodol- 
fo tie Annas. Rodolfo was tlic loa- 
ding- spirit in the organization of 
the «Centurio (iuiteras» Column 
which has since played such an. 
honorable role on the Spanish 
antifascist front. This Column 
consisted of young men who be- 
longed to the «Julio Mella» Cuban 
Club of New York City. 

When the Lincolns moved into 
action on the Jaraina front in Fe- 
bruary, a year ago, as part of the 
newly established 15th Internatio- 
nal Brigade, the significant Cuban 
Column formed the third Section 
of the First Company. 

INTEREST NATURAL 

When the military rebellion 
broke out in Spain, it was only 
natural for the Cuban people to 
take decided interest in Repu- 
blican victory. Cuba was a Spa- 
nish colony up to the year iSi>5 
wheu the Cuban people struck 
out for freedom. They won it ; at 
least in name. Rut the rising do- 
mination of American economic 
interests kept a heaw hand on 
the political development of this 
small, autonomous state, and still 
prevents the people from running 
their country in their own way. 

Cuban history since the revolu- 
tion has been a succession of vio- 
lent changes. Action is followed 
bv reaction. Peaceful periods have 



been short, but the lessons of re- 
volution have been well learned 
The total population of Cuba 
docs not exceed four and a half 
millions. The majority comes 
from Spanish stock ; a minority 
are Negroes. All al.ke speak Spa- 
nish. Men and women whose fa- 
thers and grandfathers fought for 
national independence were bro- 
ught up to hate their Spanish do- 
minators. Now from the other 
side of the world they see in the 

"Id country a struggle taking pla- 
ce that is analogous to their own. 



T he masses who have no sympa- 
thy with the dominating class do 
not miss its significance. 

BRAVE LEADER 

On February 23rd last, when 
the Lincolns- initiated their first 
attack against t lie fascists at Ja- 
raina, the Cubans suffered the 
must serious losses. Rodolfo de 
Annas was one of the first to get 
killed. After rescuing a comrade, 
he charged again and clenched 
his fist high in the air and becko- 
ned others to follow. At that mo- 
ment a bullet struck him m the 
leg and as he stooped forward to 
grip his leg with his hands, two 
more bullets hit him, one in the 
head and the other in the jaw. 

A young medical student at the 
time that Machado effected his 
dictatorship over the Cuban peo- 
ple, Rodolfo was a ceaseless figh- 
ter against the fascist regime. La- 
ter a price of 50,000 dollars was 
put on his head by Fulgcncin Ba- 
tista, present dictator of Cuba. 

Among these killed at Jarama 
with Rodolfo were : Rufo, Guija- 
rro, Pedro Hernandez, Perez and 
Garcia Maldonado. Many other 
members of the Cuban group we- 
re more or less seriously wounded 

The Cuban group within the 
J5U1 Brigade was nut reformed 
until tile days of the Aragon of- 
fensive, when it went into the 
thick of the fighting at Fuentes 
de Ebro and was again cut to pie- 
ces. The Company Commander 




POLICARPO CANDON, Cuban leader and Commander of the First Mobile 
Shock Brigade of the 46th Division del Campeslno, photographed v^It h 
El Campeslno a few months before he fell on the field of battle at Teruel 



and Political Commissar, both 
Cubans, were killed. Romero Mo- 
ruclo and Florentine) Ortiz were 
men of ability, whose loss is more 
than Cuba’s, 

LISTER LONG IN CUBA 

It is proper to incut ion here 
that the Cubans have not only 
served in the 15th Brigade, but 
hundreds have fought and are 
fighting in other branches of Che 
People’s Army. Th ■’ . were a 
number of Cubans fighting in the 
North before it fell. The nth ami 
1 2th International Brigades can 
claim mure than three score of 
them. There are many Cubans 
scattered throughout the trans- 
port services, tank corps, artillc- 
iv units, and in the aviation. Cu- 
bans are aNo in the Republican 
Navy. It appears that in the Cu- 
ban Services reactionary political 
opinion is by no means as stable 
as in the forces of the imperialist 
countries. After all, it is not long 
since the Army and Navy were 
fighting un the side of revolution. 
P'or this reason many men have 
come over from both brandies 
and brought useful experience 
and training into Spain. Lt.-Cnl. 
Enrique Lister, himself, spent 
many years and learned much on 
the Cuban Island. 

Of all the units of the Peoples 
Army, the Cauipcsino Division 
can perhaps claim the largest 
number of Cubans. Jaime Bofill 
is Adjutant Political Commissar 
of the 46th Division del Campe- 
sino. And Policarpo Camion, be- 
fore his death in action at Tcrud 
several weeks ago, was the trus- 




CUBANS DEMONSTRATING In New Yort 
man from the left, wearing a dark suit, 
bareheaded youth in the row behind the flag I 
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against the Batista dictatorship. The second 
i Pablo de la Torriente-Brau. The smiling, 
Jtsdolfo de Armas. Both died fighting in Spain. 



TWO CUBAN OFFICERS in the 
46th Division conversing with 
Langston Hughes (center), Ame- 
rican poet and novelist. At the 
left is Captain Basilio Cueria, and 
facing Hughes is Brigade Commis- 
sar Jaime Bofill. 



ted and well-loved Commander of 
the first mobile shock-brigade in 
tc same division . Basilo Cueria, 
well-known Cuban basehall star, 
who vent through the Jarania batt- 
les with the Guiteras Column, is 
a Captain in t he Cainpesino di- 
vision. 

One "f the first distinguished 
Cubans to die fighting W;w Pablo 
de la Tor r ion te-Rvau . lie was a 
University, lecturer. In Cuba the 
student life has y far greater in flu- 
mice in politics than in the larger 
countries. Pablo was active from 
his early student days, and Served 
several prison sentences for his 
convictions. He came to Spain du- 
ring the early days of the war 
and became Pol i Peal Commissar 
of the Battalion which wa^ under 
Campesitio’v; command in Decem- 
ber of 10 ; 6 . He died before the 
new year, 

Many Cubans li.oe given their 
lives and many more will conti- 
nue to sacrifice theunwlvw-' figh- 
ting with the Coy a! Spanish pen 
pie against the f< srees of fascism 
that would want to enslave a Jrce. 
peoplc. With fascism driven out 
of Spain once and for all, the Cu- 
bans know that it will mean the 
gathering of forces to destroy fas. 
'•ivm in the rest of the world, A 
victory for the Republic would 
be ,i death blow to Batista’s fas- 
cist aspirations. The Cuban peo 
pie, Loo, arc waiting to strike for 
freedom. 



Gallo Thanks the Madrid 
Peoples Front for Honor 
to International Brigades 

TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE PEOPLE’S 

FRONT OF MADRID 



Dear Comrade, 

We have received your letter in which you inform us that 
the subscription , in honor of the International Brigades which 
was organised by the Madrid People’s Front has realised 

270.000 pesetas, which you are placing at our disposition. 

On my own behalf and behalf of all the volunteers in the 
International Brigades I thank you for your intiative in this 
matter in which you wish to bring out once again 
the unbreakable bonds of solidarity which unite, us in the 
common struggle in defence of the freedom and independance 
of all the peoples ; the bonds which unite the heroic people of 
Madrid with the peoples of the whole world who have sent their 
best sons here to fight in the International Brigades. 

We especially thank the generous donors and we beg vou 
to inform them of our deepest sentiments of gratitude. 

The sum which you have collected was intended to pay 
honor to the International Brigades. For that very reason we 
think that it cannot be devoted only to the fighters in the In- 
ternational Brigades, but must also be devoted to the bravo 
fighters in the Spanish Brigades who by their heroism have 
shown us the road to follow to defeat national and international 
fascim. Because of this we beg you to keep at your disposition 

150.000 pesetas from the sum collected. \ou will use this as 
seems to you most fitting in order to aid the Spanish fighters 
who must now fight against the hard and inclement winter 
weather. 

The remainder of the sum which you have put at our dis- 
posal will be devoted to- meeting the cost of cultural work 
among the eombatiants in our Brigades and for the develop- 
ment of the work of looking after our fighters’ children. 

I send warmest greetings on behalf of myself and all the 
volunteers to you and to all those who have responded to your 
line initiative, 

L. Gau.o 1 
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A REAL INTERNATIONAL GROUP In the early Lincoln Battalion. 
Left to right, the comrades grouped around their rifles are a Mexican, an 
American Negro, a Phtllplno, a Cuban and a Japanese 
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MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
ON THE EVACUATION OF TERUEL 

After the Cabinet meeting on February 22. the following 
official note was issued regarding the evacuation of Teruel : 

« The news of the evacuation of Teruel was published by 
the Ministry of National Defence a few minutes after it took 
place. For it is the express desire of the Government to keep 
the country informed as to the progress of the war. The eva- 
cuation was carried out in perfect military order and without 
loss of effectives or of material, in accordance with the plans 
of the High Command. The high morale of t lie Republican 
troops was unable to overcome the accumulation of German 
and Italian material gathered by the rebels as a result of the 
advantages afforded them by the policy of Non-f ntervent’on, 
which can record among its victories this most recent of the 
evacuation of Teruel. 

« The inequality of war material, which was recently in- 
creased as a result of the shipment of abundant and frequent 
reinforcements of artillery and aeroplanes from Germany and 
Italy, was not unknown to the Government and induced it 
to warn the country against adversities which might take 
place in the progress of the war and, at the same time, to in- 
crease its efforts to obtain the necessary elements which, once 
the equality of means is reestablished, will increase the stre gth 
of the soldiers of the Republic. Wc shall overcome all kii ,1s of 
difficulties and reverses which are setbacks, but by no means 
decisive, and annul the inequality to which wc have referred. 

« The People's Army, which in the la^t days of Term-1 
excelled its former heroism, will end by possessing the elements 
which it needs in order to oppose and resist the invaders and 
ieheU>. 

«This certainty, which the Government guarantees by its 
work, should he interpreted in the rear a" a stimulus to im- 
prove the output of our industrial production, which is indis- 
pensable if we are to obtain equality in anus. 

« From a military point of view the ovneuul inn of Term 1 
■ s of secondarv importance and does md diminish Uk ad\a;i- 
tages obtained a" a result of its capline by tin- Republican 
Army. Thanks to tin* effects «»i the capture of Term I by tin- 
Republicans tin- offensive which the rebel" were preparing 
against Madrid was r frustrated and lin y v. ere obliged to is 
noimce their initiative in order to counteract our". 

* Were it not for the superiority which a dl u- d 1.i"t hag 
- of planes and artillery accumulated by * !;« * o In Is at tin 
expense of Germany and Italy tin "oldievs m (lie Republic 
alio only alter a heroic fight "urreudered I lie cily <a 1 cruel, 
would not have evacuated it It is m>t 1 he '■ volunteer"*'" who 
have recaptured the cite, but the fit uu iidoii" mas"cs < I loreigi; 
planes and artillery « 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



No cs hora mis que de tener on 
solo pensamfenlo y utia sola vo- 
luntad : aplasfar al enemlgo. Aplas- 
tarlr luchando en cl Trent?, traba- 



jando mas en la retaguardia, per- 
slguiendole y desenmascarindolc 
cuando se oculta enlre nosotros. 

I no [i an Nuckfx 



F. G. Stork, writing in the 
Norwegian newspaper. * .Yrbeider- 
bladet # estimates Franco's forces 
ns follows : 

Italians: 120,000, divided into 
four divisions, entirely Italian. 
There is also a fifth division called 
« The lilack Arrows ■>, 70 per cent 
Italian and 30 per cent Spanish. 
Germans: 20,000 technicians and 
experts, Lorcign Legion : 15,000 
divided into Banderas of 1.000 
each. Forty per cent of these arc 
claimed to he volunteers. Sixty per 
cent are Spaniards who have en- 
tered the Legion because they are 
better paid (three pesetas daily). 
RcqucL’s: 80.000 men. Phalan - 

gists: 45,000 men, only to per cent 
of whom are volunteers. To this 
list must l>c added the Moors and 
several hundred thousand Spanish 
conscripts. 

Talking of Franco's Foreign Le- 
gion. the London a Daily Hx press » 
has recently published an account 
by one of these Legionnaires. His 
name is Walter W. Scliaible. and 
until a mouth ago he was a sar- 
geant in Franco's forces, in charge 
of n machine gun on the Madrid 
front. After being wounded, he 
escaped from the country, back 
to Kngland. Ilis account, in part, 
follows ; 

« The hrutal discipline of Fran- 
co's army got me down. 1 saw 
dozens of men beaten almost un- 
conscious, knocked to the ground, 
and stamped on by an officer... 
At about the time of the Italians' 
rout at Guadalajara in March I 
was wounded... I was put in a 
hospital with a mimlx-r of ltal- 




m, s I he (ji u I iu ,u 1 1 iVi ■: 1 1 
tf a * a '-'it a i< o|j ia>* isni l(>rev< 

"1 e-'ii i!'-'- 1 ■"liiiKiii- of i]n- umn- 
h< r 'ii Moor." in Franco's .mnv 
i" ' V " " ■ ■ ■ U k n in n 1 :.u k i ■ ■ 
the tiring i;m . is sn ■ it ;.n>k hen 
f'lllv a .oilph '■) ■ ' . : \ > ; * ■ !V.dl/e he 

was up again,"! > easlF. improved 
enemy ■ 1 mr < ,i"U;il( it s ■*. he wri- 
!<s. •'were m-arb iwin- .is main' 
a" theirs ■ 

Mussolini has rei-i-nllv issued his 



own « Ten Commandments*, of 
which we quote only one : o Mus- 
solini is always right ». That, 
comments the British Daily Wor- 
ker, makes the other nine unne- 
cessary-. 

Fascism is having its headaches 
in the movies as well as in other 
fields. A wireless to the New York 
Times from Berlin has the following 
to say about the cinematic plight 
of the land which has decreed 
thumbs down oil Charlie Chaplin 
and Mickey Mouse : 

t- Tlie year just past (1937) was 
a sad one for German films. The 




Filin Chamber has just reported 
that all three of Berlin’s longest 
rims went to foreign films : two 
American and one French... Tile 
hoped-for revival since last Spring, 
when the government assumed 
control of the film industry finan- 
cially, did not appear. German 
films still arc nut wanted except ill 
those countries with whom Ger- 
many is jjoliticallv allied... * Only- 
in Insurgent Spain were « seiisa 
tionnl gains » made in respect to- 
thc German film-export market. 
Franco must swallow not only 
what is quaintly called his pride 
but ;ilso tin miles of eelhdoid that 
Hitler sees fit to feed him. * Appa- 
rently i>. says the dispatch, * Ger- 
man films follow the flag. » And 
Her Film. German cinema organ, 
writes : ■ Before the civil war 

Fn m b films enjoyed the leading 
pO"itinii. Natural l\ in nationalist 
basuMj Spain, German and Ita- 
lian films have the leading posi- 
i on >. 

V- ->. lifv is .m) bra util ul in Otu-ipo 
iR Mai 1 . F : w ■ 1 s in S«ml V-ni 
1 i 1 a !. «. u s of troops and 
r:iru! -i:a 1 > :!l scrl <M'/y.-> The soiu - 
:■! I Id" -.mlenunt is Gihrnihu, 
e ■ wh; h Fa devilling men make 
■ 1 11. i hoe. I urther : « It is rep- ■ ■ - 
1 .I Him a!i. iiit 50 ai tillei \ men at- 
i.-.rla i] i* * the 1’iinta thuiH i" and 
i ..i ifa but tc l ie-, disappt-ai ed oik- 
night .1)! 1 ha \ 1 iig 1 >ri l)Ci I cim-t.il 
wall'll 111. II. will I y --1 Upl d w dli 

l he in ■ \ ml -.-mi them Spain used 
lo !.c kn.'wu as a land of milk 
and homo ! 
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THE ATTACK AND COUNTER-ATTACK 



Fourth of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with 
Military Questions, by the Commander of 
the Battalion of Instruction N.° 15 

MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 




Decisions in war are not won by 
passive action. To defend may be 
strategically necessary to bring 
about the proper method for deci- 
sive action, but the decision itself 
as to the outcome of a battle or 
a war depends upon the determi- 
nation with which the principle 
of attack is carried forward. 

ATTACK 

Attacks, in general, are divided 
into certain quite definite phqfres. 
First there is the advance in co- 
lumn, when troops continue to mo- 
ve forward in solid bodies; at this 
point they are out of range of any 
type of fire. Second when they 
come within the zone of artillery 
fire they adopt what is known as 
the “approach march formation”, 
called in the Spanish Army the 
“artillery formation”, the widely 
separate files moving cautiously 
forward to avoid casualties from 
shrapnel. Third, as soon as these 
files come within the zone of ma- 
ximum range machine gun fire 
they are deployed into combat for- 
mation and continue to advance 
cautiously. Fourth , as they come 
within closer range of the effecti- 
ve machine gun and rifle fire, 
there comes the period of advanc- 
ing the attack. It is at this time 
that the principles of fire and mo- 
vement must both be employed. 
These principles are carried for- 
ward until the attacking troops 
are within hand grenade distance 
of the enemy line, at which time, 
fifth, the assault takes place sud- 
denly and with great determina- 
'tion. Untrained troops, as a rule, 
generally consider that when a 
successful assault has been comple- 
ted the attack is over. This is 



incorrect, for the enemy is organi- 
zed in depth and the infantry 
attack must be continued from ob- 
jective to objective. Sixth, follow-' 
ing the assault must come the 
passing of the enemy line, the re- 
organizing of their troops and the 
preparation, immediately, to carry 
forward the attack to the next ob- 
jective. When a series of objecti- 
ves has been attained, at the com- 
mander's discretion one of two 
things will be in the seventh 
phase, whether to pursue the enemy 
if he breaks or to organize the 
ground seized if the enemy's re- 
sistance is still determined. 

COUNTER-ATTACK 

It is necessary, also, to remind 
commanders that, since the best 
defence is attack, the enemy will 



counter attack as soon as possible 
if we penetrate his line and that 
therefore, although we prepare to 
carry forward our attack to the 
next objective it is vital that troops 
understand the necessity of conso- 
lidating positions they take by 
assault, immediately, and not stand 
around in clusters smoking and 
talking. In other words, that they 
inust behave in a disciplined man- 
ner, consolidate their positions and 
carry forward the attack in order 
not to give the enemy any breath- 
ing space in which to undo their 



work. Any delay on their part per- 
mits him to re-organize himself on 
h is secondary lines and helps him 
to make a determined counter- 
attack against us from his reserve 
lines of resistance. 



SKILL BRINGS VICTORY 

The imperative necessity in all 
actions is the determination on/our 
part to carry forward our attacks 
in a skilled, determined and dis- 
ciplined manner, to protect oursel- 
ves as much as possible with our 
own fire and when delivering an 
attack, to deliver it with suddenness 
and ferocity, remembering, al- 
ways, that the greater the surprise 
in the delivery of an attack and 
the greater the determination dis- 
played during that attack, the more 
paralyzing the psychological effect 
upon the enemy forces. Great vic- 
tories are never won by indecisive, 
unskilled and shilly-shallying 
troops, but, to the contrary, such 
troops may only expect defeat and 
be forced into the unpleasant ne- 
cessity of retreating and defend- 
ing their lines. There is little ques- 
tion that the moral qualities of our 
soldiers are greater than those o* 
the fascists and that if our troops 
are properly trained and our plans 
are carried out with vigor, deter- 
mination and ferocity our cneniv 
will soon be defeated. 
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| iOjo a los agentes de Franco! | 




| Se ocultan bajo todas las mascaras : 1 

| Intentan enfrentara internacionoles contra I 

| internacionoles, 

| internacionoles 

contra esponoliis, 

1 reclutas contra 

antiguos comba- 
tientes, militantes 
de un partido 
contra militantes de otro. I 

Aislemos, eliminemos de nuestras filas a 
I los que intentan la division. I 

Reforcemos cada vez mas los lazos de I 

la solidaridad y de la fraternidad entre I 

todos los combatientes. I 




GIRLS MAKING MUNITIONS in one of our war factories. By doing so | 

they know they are contributing toward the final victory of our cause I 

iiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiifMiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiliiiiiiir'iii[i'ii'ii = 
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GREETING FROM ENGLISH FIRE BRIGADE 
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SOLIDARITY among lire fighters. The Christmas card reproduced above 
was sent to the heroic and hard-working firemen of Madrid by the Fire 
Brigade of the Hastings and St. Leonards Bortugh, Sussex, England. 



LETTERS 

FROM 

HOME 

Friends of Mac-Paps 
Write to « Volunteer * 

Kditor, The Volunteer 
Dear Friend : 

Thank you for letter acknowled- 
ging ours addressed to all the Ca- 
nadian volunteers in Spain. We 
are very glad that it was printed 
in The Volunteer for J liberty. We 
are now receiving copies of The 
Volunteer at more or less regular 
intervals and we are exceedingly 
glad to get it as it helps to keep 
us in touch with the boys in Spain. . . 

We have, as you doubtless al- 
ready know, wound up a very suc- 
cessful drive for a Christmas fund 
in which our objective was fulfilled 
150 per cent. As a result a large 
shipment of warm clothing and 
Christmas cheer was sent to our 
Canadian boys... 

Our best wishes and salud ! 

BEATRICE COLLE 
Secretary, Friends of 
the Mackenzie-Papineau 
Battalion 

* 

* * 

« A Breath of Spain 
Into This Town... 9 

Dear B 

I received your letter this week, 
also the posters and eards. 1 am 
naturally happy to hear from you, 
and especially happy to get the 
swell posters. It brings a breath of 
Spain into this town.... 

I have featured the Spanish war 
frequently in the magazine (The 
New Pioneer, youth publication). 
T ran a center spread once, pic- 
tures mostly, and a letter from 
a high school student in Spain. 
(Incidentally, T hear that the- 13th 
Brigade has as its patron organi- 
zation the Fed -nation of 1 'Diver- 
sity Students in Madrid. Bight 0 ) 
You will find stories al>oiit Spain 
as well as what the kids here are. 
doing about collecting money in 
all recent issues. 

1 am offering the posters von 



j Jefes, comisarfos y soldados del 
EJircifo Popular ! : Todos los es- 
pafioles se esfuerzan por superarse 
Superaos tambien vosotros. Nl un 
palmo de fierra al extranjero, Con 
disclpflna rlgida, con capacltaci6n 
conclenzuda, con heroismo inaba- 
tlble, haced de nuestro Ejircito el 
Ej£rclto victorloso de una Espafia 
independlente, fibre y feliz. • 

|)K. J I AN Xr.i .Kf.V 



sent me as prizes to the branch 
which sends in the highest dona- 
tion for the month. A poster each 
month. I might try the same with 
the books you sent. I’m still trying 
to get someone to translate them. 



Three citations to Americans who 
are working or have worked in 
loyalist Spain are included in 
•The Nation's Honor Roll for iy37*. 
a copy of which has just reached 
The Volunteer . This magazine has 
for the past ten years chosen those 
Americans who, in the editors’ opi- 
nion, have distinguished themsel- 
ves * as individuals or as groups * 
and therefore « deserve the applau- 
se of their countrymen *. The ci- 
tations follow : 

'MEMBERS OF THE LIN- 
COLN AND WASHINGTON 
BATTALIONS, living and dead, 
who have fought in the Interna- 
tional Brigade in Loyalist Spain 
for the defense of the cultural heri- 
tage common to all democratic 
peoples. 1 

* HERBERT L. MATTHEWS 
of The New York Times and JA- 
MES M. MINI Eli: of The New 
York Herald Tribune, for the sus- 
tained quality of their correspon- 
dence on the Spanr’sh Civil War. * 

<■ fORIS l\'EXS and his asso- 
ciates, for filming and producing 
( Spanish Earth *► 

'flic first citation, we are sure, 
is meant for all Americans who 
have come to Spain, not only those 
in the 1 , in col 11 -Washington. At 
home- it is not widely known that 
Americans are scatter', d over many 
units throughout Spain. It is not 
known that there were many Auu- 
rieaiis in the joth Battalion of 
idle S'.th Brigade, which for more 



It is not easy to find a good trans- 
lator. The Spanish-speaking com- 
rades here bave their hands full. 
I guess I’ll have to wait until some 
of the Americans get back. If you 
don’t know Spanish after more 



than seven months held the lines 
on the Southern, Cordoba front. 
Nor is it common knowledge that 
we have our men in the American 
Artillery Battery, in another arti- 
llery battery in training, in anti-air 
batteries, in the hard-working 1st 
Regiment de Tren, in auto-par ks 
throughout the land as well as in 
dozens of other services. And the 
Americans in the Mackenzie-Pa- 
pineau Battalion needn’t feel they 
have been overlooked ; they too 
are included. It all boils itself down 
to the simple fact that our friends 
at home, for the sake of simplicity 
(and also because they are not so 
closely confronted with the com- 
plexities of war time activities) 
look upon all Americans in Spain 
as Lincoln- Washingtons. 

About the men named in these 
three citations The Nation says : 

• In a world in which courage is 
at a premium they have been 
courageous ; they have been in- 
telligent when intelligence was 
sorely needed ; in public affairs, 
journalism, or the arts they have 
made a contribution, by a par- 
ticular act or by their general be- 
havior, which is worthy of hono- 
rable notice. *> 



Soldados : Culdad constantemente 

vuestras armas. Ellas son la garan- 
tfa de la victoria y la garantfa de 
vuestra propla segurldad. 



than a year in Spain, you're n.g. ’ 

I would appreciate stories and 
poems about Spain for the New 
Pioneer, written specially with an 
eye toward the youngsters reading 
them. Will you tell the fellows 
about this? In addition to printing 
these things in the magazine, wc 
could offer the original manuscript 
as a prize. Generally the effect 
would be to raise more dough for 
Spain... 

How are Abe H. and Bob S. and 
the others? Tell them all to write. 
We here are actually systematizing 
our letter- writing to you guys in 
Spain from now on, and anyone 
who fails to write is going to get 
his pants kicked... In the mean- 
time, Salud, and you’ll be hearing 
from me regularly. 

For victory of the Peoples Front, 

PHIL 

* 

* * 

(For those who are Interested, 
the material mentioned In the 
above letter Is wanted by the New 
Pioneer, 80 Fifth Avenue, Room 
1203, New York, N. Y.) 



despuls de haber vlsto 

la capacldad de nuestro Ejlrclto, 
sospesando exactamente las dlspo- 
flibilldades del enemlgo, per© te- 
nlendo t a mb Bn en cuenta la cantera 
lnagotable de energfas que const I- 
tuye nuestro pueblo, yo os puedo 
declr, sin mledo a equlvocarme : 
Trlunfaremos. 

Hr. Juan NegrIn 



Chinese Youth Mobilized 
Against Japan Invasion 

The mobilization of the Chine- 
se masses against the fascist in- 
vaders is well illustrated in the 
following item : 

•The struggle for China’s na- 
tional liberation is drawing in the 
‘ road masses of the Chinese peo- 
ple. In the Kwang-si Province 
alnne, a million young Chinese 
have lieen mobilized for the strug- 
gle against the Japanese invaders. 
Already 300,000 have been sent to 
tlie 'routs and the remaining 
7r>o,ooo are receiving military 
training and arc prepared to leave 
at any moment. The women are 
also acquiring military training 
and are forming women’s detach- 
ments* . 

177 Prominent Americans 
Protest Franco’s Crimes 

A petition signed by 477 repre- 
sentatives of the religious, cultu- 
ral and arlLstic life of the U. S. A. 
lias been presented to President 
Roosevelt, asking him to protest 
against the bombing of the civil 
h pulatioii in Spain. Eight bis- 
hops and a number of University 
presidents arc among the signers. 





AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS CITED 
IN “HONOR ROLL FOR 1937” 
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THE FIFTEENTH BRIGADE IN ACTION 



By WLADYSLAW STOPCZYK 



During the recent actions of the 
15th International brigade I was 
on an Army Corps Staff for a 
short time. I had heard of the 
15th Brigade, But I had n ver 
known it closely. In the course of 
the actions I am about to tell, I 
became intimately acquainted 
with this fine Brigade. 

We are assigned to perforin mi- 
litary operations in the sector X... 
A few hour-, before the operations 
are scheduled to begin, I take 
part in a Brigade Staff meeting. 
The Commissar reports. He 
speaks briefly, and every word lie 
utters is full of confidence and 
responsibility. He says : «The 

battalions are prepared for battle. 
The officers and commissars are 
talking to the soldiers. Our com- 
rades are anxious and ready to 
obey the orders of their superiors, 
in whom they have complete con- 
fidence. All services are fully pre- 
pared. First Aid and Medical Ser- 
vices are supplied sufficiently 
with the necessary equipment and 
men. We shall Work well*. 

At night the Brigade moves in- 
to action. I11 the darkness the men 
advance a few kilometers toward 
the enemy position. They crawl 
all night. Before the break of day, 
t lie soldiers of the Mackenzie-Pn- 
pi non n Battalion arc the first to 
begin operations. They charge the 
fascist trenches 1 k a stroke of 
light ning. The enemy, surpri- 
sed, surrender immediately. At 
dawn the banner of the Mackcu- 
zie-Papinenu Battalion is seen 
waving on the crest of the ncwlv- 
C(.n<|iiered hill. 

The Lincoln Battalion is assig- 
ned to storm a virtual fortress, 
also situated on a hill. It is iin- 
|M>rtant to capture that hill to 
insure the advance of our briga- 
des. The men of the Lincoln pro 
reed to carry on their mission. 

1 witness the entire operation, 
fly lunch time our artillery lavs 
down a heavy barrage. The fas- 
cists respond to our guns. Then 
the music of the trench mortars 
Itcgins. When the guns are ouee 
again silent, the Lincolns resume 



War Commissar of 

infiltrating toward the enemy. 
Carefully and courageously they 
advance. From our dugnut we 
view the scene of battle as clearly 
as one sees the mlm of the hand. 
We see tile movements of each 
soldier and we confess it to be one 
of the rarest scenes of the war. 



the 45th Division 

The mastery witli which the Bat- 
talion carries on the battle shows 
that each soldier knows what lie 
is doing. Each knows how to take 
advantage of cacli stone, bush, 
tree stem and- dcclevity in the 
ground. The Battalion Comman- 
der directs brilliantly. Both the 



officers and men demonstrate a 
superb mastery of military tech- 
nique. 

It takes one and a half hours to 
accomplish their operations. They 
act with audacity and skill. After 
nearing the enemy positions they 
begin to encircle them. They get 
close enough to be able to throw 
hand grenades into the enemy 
trenches. The enemy opens fire. 
The attackers take advantage of 
the groundsso well and skilfuHv 
that even though they' throw gre- 
nades into the enemy positions, 
tin enemy cannot see who is doing 
it. Tli is demoralizes the enemy ; 
they are baffled. 

An unforgettable scene follows. 
In spite of a heavy machine gun 
fire, a few comrades on their own 
volition dash c*ut and cut the 
barbed wire. This is done to faci- 
litate the final attack by the bat- 
talion on the fascist forces. From 
the left flank a group of volun- 
teers rush through the barbed 
wire and hurl hand grenades. A 
group behind do not allow the 
enemy to retreat. In this manner 
the enemy is confused and surro- 
unded by an unbreakable iron 
ring of the steeled Lincoln Batta- 
lion. When the shock soldiers fi- 
ll isli their work of demoralizing 
the enemy, the final and decisive 
charge is made. With a shout of 
victory our boys plunge swiftly 
and drop into the fascist trenches 
and force the enemy to surrender. 

On the top of .Mountain X... 
the proud banner of the Lincoln 
Battalion of the 15th International 
Brigade is raised. 

Important lessons can be Icar 
lied from the whole battle. It 
s 1 1 ows us how we can ca r ry on 
our future battles against the fas- 
cist fi trees and beat them with the 
minimum of losses for ns (The 
Battalion had only four wounded. 

It captured' more than 100 fasc.'s's, 
among whom were a few offiieersi. 

It shows that by employing a 
good organized plan of attack am! 
defence we can insure victory ami 
at the same time .spare the live- 
of many of our comrades. 




FASCIST CRUISER SUNK BV REPUBLICAN FLEE1. The “Baleses’*, 10,000 ton 
rebel cruiser, smoking and wallowing hopelessly arter being hit by torpedoes from 
Republican destroyers in the biggest naval encounter since the World War. The “Ba- 
leares” was with the rebel fleet, “Canarlas" and the "Almirante Cervera”, and was 
sunk 70 mllles from Cape Palos alter a big battle that took place early Sunday 
morning, March 6. (Read the complete *tory In our next Issue.) 
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WLADYSLAW STOPCZYK 
Commissar of the 45 th Division, 
whose account of our Brigade 
appears on page I. 

Americans Donate 
Auto-chir to Spain 

A new mobile operating theatre 
(auto-chir), donated to the Spanish 
Government by the American peo- 
ple, has been turned over to the 
General Inspection of the Medical 
Service of the Army in Barcelona. 
Other :iuto-eh irs have previously 
been given to Spain through the 
American Medical Commit tee t» ► 
Aid Spanish Democracy. 

'flit.- auto-chir was officially pre- 
sented by Doctor Irving Bnscli 
and Dr. Edward K. Barsky, en- 
eonnnaiiders of the American me- 
dical units in Spain, to Sr. Fer- 
nandez Bolaiios, Under-Secretary 
of the Min'stry of National lLftns.'. 



Don Luis Companys, President 
of the Generalidad of Catalonia 



Senor Companys was born in 
the village of Tarr6s, Province of 
Lerida. He studied law at the 
University of Barcelona where he 
obtained his degree at a very early 
age. 

As a student he founded the 
Uni6n Eseolar Republicana (Re- 
publican Students’ Union), an 
organization with a left-wing ten- 
dency which played a considerable 
part in establishing a new spirit 
and a new orientation in the cen- 
ters of higher education. 

He was editor .of «La Lueha* 
(The Fight), a Republican news- 
paper. Through this instrument 
Companys, together with Layret, 
Marcel ino Domingo and other po- 
liticians anil writers carried nut 
important work. 

He was Republican deputy for 
Sabndell in various: legislatures 
and in this capacity always sho- 
wed his love for the Republic nnd 
his admiration for the ideals of 
fieedoin and justice. 

Before the Dictatorship he foun- 
ded the Uni6n of Rebassaires 
(Peasant’s Trade Union) which is 
today one of the most important 
l>casaut organizations iu Spain and 
which is fighting with great en- 
thusiasm for the rights of the 
workers of the land. 

As a result of all these activi- 
ties he was persecuted by the Dic- 




tatorship and imprisoned on se- 
veral occasions. 



When the second dictator (Be- 
renguer) fell, Companys was in 
prison in the Castle of La Mola, 
having been condemned for his 
Republican ideas. 

Together with Col. Macia he 
called a meeting of the Asatnblea 
de Izqnierdas (Left Assembly) in 
March 2931 and founded the Left 
Republican Party of Catalonia. 
This Party presented its candida- 
ture in the civic elections of 
April 14 and Companys was elec- 
ted coucillor for Barcelona. 



He was named Mayor erf Bar- 
celona and that very day, April 
24, atM : 25 p. m., he proclimed 
the Republic in Catalonia. On 
April 15 he was made Civil Go- 
vernor of Barcelona, giving up 
the post of Mayor. 

In the general election for the 
Cortes Constituyentes he was elec- 
ted by a large majifrity and was 
appointed leader of” the Catalan 
group in parliament, -composed 
of all parties and numbering 52 
deputies. Later he became Presi- 
dent of the Catalan I/eft Group. 

I11 the Cortes he strongly advo- 
cated the granting of autonomy 
to Catalonia and the passing of 
the Statute to this effect, always, 
however, beari ng in mind eon s- 
titntional precepts. 

Later he became a deputy in' 
the Catalan Parliment, of which 
lie was elected the first President. 

Iu 1933 he became Minister of 
Marine and after Macia’s death 
was elected President of the Ge- 
neralitat (Government) of Catalo- 
nia. This was ii* January 1934. As 
a result of the revolt of October 
6, 1934, he was again imprisoned 
until February 1936, when Tie was 
reinstated as President of the Ge- 
neralitat by the Popular Front. 
H** has held this post ever since 
and is respected not only by the 
whole Catalan people but by eve- 
ryone in the t$panish Republic. 



Bill’s Method of Learning the Language 



You hear sonic fellows say that 
they can’t sit down and learn the 
Sjianish language, it’s too difficult, 
and they gave up doing that sort 
of 1 hing when they left school. 
What I say to them is, they’re 
learning a new profession, most 
of them from the start, so what's 




the difference? The language isn’t 
so difficult to pick up. That’s what 
Bill and I found. 

I dare say Bill speaks a bit better 
than I do. He never felt shy of 
trying. He'd go blundering 011 with 
what words Tie knew, and didn’t 
care who laughed. 

When he saw something written 
ii]>. he'd have a guess at it. The 
first time we came down in the 
train, we were pulling into a sta- 
tion when we saw a board up that 
said « Silbar#. I asked Bill what 
lie thought it meant and he said 
it would lie the name of the town. 

Next stop, same thing. Bill rec- 
koned one would be Upper Silbar 
and the other Ixnver Silbar, like 
at home. When we got to a third 
town and it was still called the 
same. I said we seemed to be drag- 
ging this town Silbar along with 
us. So Bill got busy, and in the 
end he found the word meant 
< Whistle 

Same way, when we were tra- 
velling on the road. Bill always 
looked round for what he eon Id see. 

( >11 the way up to Aragon we stop- 
|K-d Ix-side what appeared to l)e 
a pub called * Posiula Carmen *. 



* Pub’s what it is#, Bill said. 

* Posada', that means Good pull 
up for *. 

Well, he hit it lucky, as it means 

* lodging house *, which Is roughly 
the same. What he didn't kabw 
was that * Carmen » doesn’t mean 
« carmen * it's just a fancy frame. 

He’d got an idea for this « Ulloa 
Optico # that you see along the 
roads. He said, translated literally 
it meant * the Hullo Eye *, which 
would be the Spanish way of sa- 
ying # the Come-Hither Look *, 
And what was the good of that, 
I said, seeing that most times it 
was pai n ted on the wal 1 of an 
empty barn? Anyway, it turned 
out to be an optician's advertise- 
ment. 

When Bill and I were in training, 
you could still buy cigarettes, if 
you hit a lucky day. If there we- 
ren't any, they’d hang a notice 
on tlie door. * No hay tabaco * was 
their way of putting it. I remember 
the first time Bill saw that. 

♦ Who cares? * he said, t No one 
wants to smoke hay ». 

All that was old days. It didn’t 
take us long to find out wliat * No 
hay * meant. We learned that next 



after * Mucho bueno * and *Mu- 
cho malo *. 

Now, being old hands, we say 
t Muy * instead of * Mucho *, ha- 
ving found out that’s right. But 
the Spaniards say « Mucho bueno * 
to us, I reckon because it sounds 
funny and makes them laugh. 
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A PESAR DE TODO SU MATERIAL 
BELICO APLASTAREMOS AL FASCISMO 




Tom Mann Greets 
British Fighters 

* Tile glorious work you have 
done and are doing > is mentioned 
with pride by Tom Mann, veteran 
British working elass leader, in 
a letter written to the British vo- 
lunteers in the International bri- 
gade. The entire letter, dated IV- 
brnary iq, follows : 

v My dear comrades of the liri- 
tisli Section of the International 
brigade: My heartiest greetings to 
you, and again my very heartiest 
greetings and congratulations to 
you for the glorious work yon have 
done and are doing. 

« I should love to go to see von, 
and when 1 learn of the experien- 
ces of others who have visited you 
and fraternised with you, I cer- 
tainly wish I could also meet you 
and shake you by the hand and 
embrace you ; I am in good physi- 
cal health and am able to get about 
to meetings, but my knees are 
affected by arthritis, which makes 
me slow' in doing stairs, and having 
synovitis also l am liable to a 
sudden pull up, and that would 
make me a nuisance if I attempted 
to visit you. So I must be content 
to talk about you here and do 
what I can to help in the various 
methods open to sncli as me. 

* I am sure you will accept our 
love and good wishes and be fully 
assured of our very genuine con- 
cern in all your doings, and honest 
endeavours to make things as com- 
fortable as possible for you and 
yours. 

< Comrade Harry Pollitt, as you 
know, is spreading information 
about you far and wide, and many 
of the others are also doing well 
in this regard. Professor Haldane 
and Charlotte his wife are also 
constantly at work in spreading 
inside information and in stoking 
up to activity those who otherwise 
might be laggardly. 

♦ Again let me say I have the 
priviledge of still doing a bit at 
meetings and in various ways, and 
count it an honour. In April ■ shall 
be eighty-two, so I have nad a very 
fair innings, and must not be too 
disappointed if Daddy Time nm- 
tes a call. 

♦ Best Love to you Comrades all, 

< Yours In the Canse, 

Tom Mann.» 



l-'l discurso del Jefe del (iobierno 
ha comnovido al pueblo espaiiol. 
Onizu fuera injusto liacer eii este 
caso nil a distincion entre el pueblo 
espaiiol libre y el prisionero de 
I'raneo, v por eso no la liaccmos. 
K1 dolor de la guerra es 11110 en 
las dos zonas y ima debe de ser 
la emocidn de la verdad. ITasta es 
presiimible que el roce lmmillante 
coil los invasores y los iusiirroetos 
disponga mejor que la conviveiicia 
cn el territorio republieano, para 
cxprimir y snborear la savia de 
las ijalabras del stTior Negrin. 10s 
fAcil apreciar la reacciou (pie el 
discurso ha detcrminado en las 
disti utas parcelas de la opiuidn 
piiblica. Los trabaj adores, parte 
priiicipalisima de la resisteiicia 
republicana, se lia.ii sentido clara- 
mente aludidcs. De eara al p'.o- 
blenia de la produccioii de guerra, 
que es la mi tad justameiite del 
I)roblema militar, el Presideiite del 
Conscjo ha destacado el dereclio 
que los combatioutes tieiien a que 
se les cubra rApidameiite el deficit 
de armameiitos. Kilo equivale a 
confrontar dos deberes, el del que 
• da su sangre y el del quo rinde 
su esfuerzo manual, y al promc- 
terles el jefe del (Iobierno a los 
sol dados que teiidrian pronto el 
material qnc precisan, es que eou- 
fiaba virtual mente en los trabaj a- 
dores. Ksta confianza no tolera 
objecciones. Ks impropio del seuor 
Negrin fantasear, y cuaudo trans- 
fiere a la iiulustria de guerra el re- 
mcdio que la situation deuiauda, 
l)odemos estar seguros de que por 
mi procedimieuto v otro realizarA 
sus previsiones. 1 Cl Gobiemo cree, 
y con el ('.obierno el pueblo espa- 
nol, que de aqui en adelante no 
puede prosperar ninguna actitud 
(pie le im de lado a la guerra. Nada, 
absolut am eute noda, tiene fucrza 
hoy para regatear la ayuda que 
exige la patria en pellgro. Si la 
democracia con su regimen de li- 
bertad individual L.ilara, el ins- 
tinto popular acabaria confirLndo 
poderes rigidos. Kn efecto, una 
liacion en pie de guerra no debe 
distinguir entre la responsabilidad 
del soldado y la responsabilidad 
del ciudadano, sea cual fuere su 
funcion. K1 supuesto de que la 
prestacidn (le la vida sea mAs obli- 
gatoria que\la prestacibn de unas 
horas de trabaj o, va pareciendo 
a todo cl niuudo una repuguante 
deslealtad, y faltaria a su deber 
el Gobiemo que la tolerase. Ade- 
lantAndose a la declaraciou del 
Presidente del Consejo, los Partidos 
y Organiz^,ciones obreras lian de- 
mostrado que en su aniino estd 
hacer suya aquella tesis de severa 
disciplina. Buenaventura Durruti 
pronuncib en Madrid unas nobles 
palabras, a las que los aconteci- 
mientosdevuelvenactnalidad : *Yo 
renuncio a todo, menos a la vic- 
toria.* K1 esforzado luchador com- 
prendfa que rennnciando a la vic- 
toria el proletariado renunciaba a 
todo, a la vida y al honor revolu- 
cionario. No era, pues, excesivo el 
sacrificio que se recomendaba a sf 
inismo. 

Jnzgamos habcr definido la rcac- 
cion mental de la close productora, 
ante el discurso del seuor Negrfn. 
Resbalarfan en el equivoco los que 




hicieren otras dcduccioues. K1 ci- 
clo de organization ciudadana para 
la guerra prosigue. K1 del>er ca- 
pital aflora, cada dia m As robusto, 
sobre los deberes secundarios, Ven- 
ce la lil>ertad racional a la libertad 
arbitraria. Las miuorias propotisas 
al desconsuelo, por teller la fe 
enteca y el egoismo oroudo, hail 
sentido con el discurso suscitados 
sus reniordimientos, y lioy recouc- 
cen que la voz del senor Negrin es 
la auteutica voz de la patna. No 
liau dejado, tampcco, los intelec- 
tuales, de cxix*rimciitur la fucrte 
corrieute moral del ilustre liombre 
de Kstado, y mi documeiito, prc- 
cioso por el texto y por las firmas, 
avisa que los doctos y los artistas 



veil incluidaeii la politica del seiior 
Negrin la causa universal de la 
cultura. 

l'uera <le Kspaiia sin duda al- 
canzard el discurso houdas reso- 
uaiicias. Palabra por palal>ra, en 
la diccibu y en el espiritu, lo que ha 
dicho el seuor Negrin es en cierto 
modo una replica a lo que ha dicho 
Hitler. Kuropa lia tenido quien, 
enuiicie la doctriua de la agrcsion, 
]>ero tambieu quieu diga cuAl debt- 
ser la conduct a de los pueblos que 
no se resignau a ser colon izadcs 
por el fasoismo. La Kepublica es- 
panola eclia maiio de la moral que 
guarda en sus areas el viejo y duro 
pueblo, y couella se prometc trimi- 
lar. La consigna a las uacioncs va- 
cilautes es bien dara : contra los 
grandes aventureros internacioua- 
les solo existe una formula : querer 
lucliar. Fiiialnieiite, formando ca- 
deucia, mas bien tenuc, con las 
prescri pci ones de liucslro Primer 
Miuistro, la CAmara de los Diputa- 
dos francesa lia contribuido a rc- 
sucitar la creencia de que la de- 
mocracia y la cultura no estaii 
desamparadas. I<os sefiores Cliau- 
tenq)S y Delbos, ofieialmeiitc, ban 
rcqjetido que Krancia ho cs indi- 
fereiite a la indeixmdencia de 
Kspana. Kste seiitimieiito de ami.s- 
taa encuentra base solida en el 
heclio de que la Kepublica espa- 
nola, por boca de su Gobierno. rc- 
nueva su vocation de pueblo libre 
y su empeno de mauteiierla dcses- 
peradainente, hasta el liltimo Imm- 
ure y el ultimo cartucho. 
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VA/» dedicate this first Issue of the VOLUNTEER POR LIBERTY 
** to th® memory of our fellow American® ®ho gave up their 

lives In Spain. 

These men were brave, though they disliked being told so. 
Their embarrassment before extravagant prelse--an ombarraa- 
ament which we a 1 . 1 shared — arose from their re a 11 ratio 
that courage Is not something which Is known only In Spain 
or which rises ml raculous ly only In the presence of death. 
It must net be. It c*d not be divorced tr<xn the complex tex- 
ture of character, growing through natural development and 
built solidly on experience. Rost of the so men loomed lea- 
sons of devotion and se 1 f - sacrlf 1 co In the labor movorrtnt 
in America. Their going to Spain , merely a logical ex- 

tension of their actions here, They themeelven saw nothing 
sudden or startling or euprlslng Tn all this. 

VA/ ® are proud to do honor to these our friends and c ov . rr - 
Iohb, with whom we marched and oeslde whom we fought. 



GREETINGS TO OUR NAMESAKE! We reproduce the masthead and leading 
editorial from the organ of the Veterans of the I. B. Everyone will agree 
whin we wish this new paper a longer life than our own Volunteer hopes for 
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CANADIANS IN 



Since the first volunteers from 
the North American continent 
arrived here mure than fourteen 
months ago, Canada has sent mure 
than 1,000 young men to Spain. 
Canada, a country w.th a popula- 
tion of 13.000,000, can certainly he 
proud of this living, fighting fact 
— its contribution to the struggle 
of wurl;l democracy against fas- 




cism, its contribution to the fight 
of the ]>eople’ of Spain. 

The people of Canada, who 
slumbered peacefully for a long 
time under the illusion that fas- 
cism would never become a major 
threat to the rights of democratic 
countries, were abruptly awake* 
ned to reality by the news flashes 
of July 19, 1936. Thi>sc events are 
many times over twice-told tales 
— too well known to be repeated 
now. Suffice it to say that the 
people of Canada made their feel- 
ings known in 110 uncertain 
terms. Throughout the Dominion, 
Committees t*> Aid Spanish De- 
mocracy were formed. In Septem- 
ber, 1 9 id 1 the official voice of Ca- 
nadian labor went on record as 
fully supporting the Spanish Go- 
vernment, while the great masses 
of unemployed in the large Cana- 
dian cities demanded that the 
King government send them to 
Spain. 

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME 

Snell a domand was not appro- 
ved by the King government, 
which immediately took steps to 
hinder the development of Cana 
dian support to Spain. Passport- 
were made extremely difficult to 
obtain. V law was passed penali- 
zing Canadian citizens who fought 
in fr.-cign wars. Intimidation 



individuals was carried to the 
limit by the Federal police. 

None of these tilings, however, 
could break the determination of 
thousands of anti-fascists who in- 
tended to come to the aid of their 
Spanish brothers, whatever the 
costs. Stimulated by the news of 
the first International columns 
fighting in the defense of Madrid, 
the first Canadian volunteers left 
for Spain in December, 1936, at 
about the same time that the first 
volunteers from the United States 
were leaving. At first they.. came 
in small, inconspicuous groups, 
arriving at the train big base in 
the early days of January, 1937. 
The first group came from the 
city of Toronto. Among them wi- 
re Thomas Pocket, who was cap 
tnred at Jnrama when the truck 
in which he was riding drove Into 
fascist lines, and Frederick Lac- 
key, who was killed during the 
attack of February 27. Lawrence 
(Larry) Ryan, who was wounded 
on the same day, is now in n Cn 
radian sanitarium recovering from 
tuberculosis contracted while figh- 
ting here in Spain. 

SECOND GROUP ARRIVES 

On February 9, nine more Ca- 
nadians arrived .Of these, Joe 
Campbell,* French Canadian from 
Montreal, was killed on February 
27 ; and Snrgcant Jack Steele was 
sent to the Officers School from 
the Jnrama front because of ITs 
good work in the lines. He com- 
manded a machine-gun section in 
the Lincoln Battalion during the 
Priinete offensive of last* July. 
Today he is back in Canada, hea- 
ding the rehabilitation work for 
n. turning Spanish war veterans. 
Arthur 31 m ris a member of the 
James Con mill v section of the Lin- 
coln Battalion, was killed on the 
27th while attempting to bring in 
a wounded comrade. He was ki- 
lled, but his memory lives on, as 
do tile memories of other Hue com- 
rades s ml 1 a> Adrian Van der 
Brugge, Elias Aviescr, George 



SPAIN 

Lackey, Liege Claire and Francis 
Morin. These were our dead. 

Among those who came through 
the battles at Jarama as well as 
Brunete were Izzie Kupehik, Mi- 
ke Kushini, Lucicn Lattilupe, Mi- 
ke Zagar, Harvey Hall, Bedard, 
Pori or, Roger Biladcau, Walter 
Marinuik, Thomas Russell, Fat 
Stevens, Martin Trier, James Da- 
mes and Wally Dent, The last two 
named were wounded at Jarama. 
Good fighters, every single one, 
Branch Canadians,. English Cana- 
dians, . Slavic, Canadians. Indus- 
trial workers jind unemployed 
youths, men of all professions, 
who joined the Lincoln Battalion 
and fought side by side with their 
American brothers, side by side 
with the whole Spanish people, 
against the mercenaries and dupes 
of Franco and international fas 
cisin. 

* * * 

The training base for the En- 
glish-speaking volunteers was 
transferred to another town, from 
which the first group of trained 
Canadians left for the front. Thev 




were the major part of a section 
«if fortv men selected from the 
■ recruit battalion » to act ns re- 
pine in.nts for tli" Lincolns. 
Placed under the command of Joe 
Annitngc, they left bv trucks for 
the Jarama front mi April 17. Af- 
ter a long tiresome journey, they 
arrived at 15th Brigade Head- 
quarters, where they were met by 
Lt. Col. Claus, who made a short 
speech. From there they marched 
to the Battalion kitchen, where 
they had a good feed. Captain 
Mnrtv Ilourihan, Commander of 
the Lincoln Battal ou, gave them a 
short talk on what was expect* d of 
tin m. then placed them in charge 
of Lieutenant Paul Burns, who 
marched tlu-m up to the Jarama 
front. The various company com- 
manders and section leaders met 
them , and thev were distributed 
where thev were most needed. 

On Mnv K), one of the Cana- 
dians among these forty, Bob 
Karr. Commissar of one of tire sec- 
tions, was taken out of the lines 
and assigned to the Base as re- 
presentative of all the Canadians 
in Spain. His main purpose was 
to give all necessary assistance in 



— r~ 




MAJOR ED CECIL SMITH, Com- 
mander ol the Mac-Paps, In a photo 
taken shortly before he won his 
new rank. 

the formation or the Mackenzie- 

Papincnu Battalion. 

• * * 

The Lincoln still needed repla- 
cements to reach full battalion 
strength. From the ranks of the 
Washington Battalion, a new 
American unit in training, forty 
Canadians were selected to join 
the Lincoln. This second section 
nf fortv, commanded by Paddy 
O’Neil, moved up on the evening 
of June 13, together with the 
Washington Battalion. They arri- 
ved at a town 15 kilometers from 
the Jarama front, and there they 
were quartered. The following af- 
ternoon the Canadian section was 
assigned to the ranks of the Lin- 
coln. 

There w T erc main' notable young 
lads among these forty who were 
killed on July 6, the first day of 
Bnmcte, their first battle : Jim- 
mie Kane of Toronto, an active 
member of the T/ongshorcmen’s 
Union ; Paddy O’Neill, section 
L-nder of the Canadians, lumber 
worker and World War Veteran, 
who was killed because lie refu- 
sed to leave his men but conti- 
nued to advance even after he 
had been wounded ; John Oscar 
BkV.m of Edmonton. 22 '.cars 
old ; Bryce Colinan and Joe Ar- 
mitage, men who were loved not 
oiil v by their comrades-in-arms 
but also by the civilian popula- 
tion of tli 0 town where the batta- 
lion had spent many weeks, 

CANADIANS AT BRUNETE 

During those twenty hitter 
days of fighting on the Brunete 
front, the people of Canada lost 
a number of brave fighters. John 
Deck, Canadian seaman, chief 
scout oF the Lincoln Battalion, 
and Nick Harboeiaii, young mem- 
ber of the Cooperative Comm 011- 
wealth Youth movement, who had 



Lcskowskv, A. M. Gartia, bred 




BRIGADE ENTERTAINS a visitor: the men listening to Earl Browder 

during his recent visit to Spain. 
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American Seamen Raise Funds for Battalion 




HELP FROM HOME, in the form of the above dollar certificate, comes naturally enough from the National Maritime 
Union, many of whose best members have enrolled In the fight against fascism here. The money collected will 
reach the Lincoln-Washington in the form of clothes, provisions and (It s hoped) cigarets and tobacco 



MATTHEWS WRITES ON MAC-PAPS 



graduated from the officers school 
and joined the Lincoln on July 7 
- both wore killed in the attack 
of the 9th. (labor (lenei, Canadian 
Hungarian, was killed by machi- 
ne gun fire on July 17, while dig- 
ging an advance post for a light 
machine gnn. 

It does not suffice to enumerate 
those who arc gone, without men- 
tioning the fine work of those who 
are still with 11s : Christie, and 
Pop Brown, Canad ; an section com- 
missar, who saw to it that the 
boys got their share of the food 
and rations ; Bill Wilson, who 
would go through shellfire, blis- 
tering lieat, with very little water 
to drink and an occasional avia- 
tion bombardment every mealti- 
me, just to bring the boys their 
mail from the folks back home; 
Pete Ncilson, a group leader ill 
the Canadian section who is now 
a lieutenant in the Lincoln- 
Yvashingtou ; George Cunning- 
ham, one of the first) forty to join 
tlic Lincoln, who became a com- 
pany cuinmissar in the British 
Battalion ; Tommy Lyons, one of 
the first Canadians to come to 
Spain, who was throrgh the Ja- 
rama battles as well as Brim -_c 
and Aragon, who was made a 
lieutenant in the British Batta- 
lion. Space docs not permit the 
mention of many others, equally 
deserving of mention. 

MAC-PAPS IN ACTION 

There were Canadians in the 
Washington Battalion from the 
beginning of the Brunctc offensive 
wln» proved to be worthy repre- 
sentatives of their country. Ed 
Cecil Smith was a company com- 
mander in the Washington and 
was wounded leading his men 
into action on Julv 6. Later, after 
the attack at Fiientes dc Ebro on 
October 15, he became Comman- 
der of the MacKen/.tc-Papinean 
Battalion. Still later, he won the 
rank of Major on the field of batt- 
le at Teruel. A lick Miller, war ve- 
teran, was a lieutenant in the 
Washington. He was wounded at 
Quinto. Yiuing Charlie Bartollnta, 
19-ycar-old red -headed lad from 
Toronto, who was wounded in 
the leg fullowing Harry Hynes 
up Mosquito Ridge. 

* * $ 

This account is but a beginning. 
It includes little of the record of 
the MaeKenzie-Papincau Battalion 
up to the present, nor does it ex- 
haust the record of the Canadians 
who served in other units, both be- 
fore and since the Mac-Vaps came 
into being. But it does give an indi- 
cation of the Canadians’ role in 
Spain and it points the way to the 
raw material out of which a real 
liisto. * of Canadians in Spain will 
someday, I am sure, be written. 

B. II. 



The following story is a section 
of a wireless dispatch to The New 
York Times 1 >v Herbert L. Mat- 
thews. Although it is more than a 
111011th old f dated January 29), 
we are reprinting it because of its 
obvious interest to our comrades 
in the 15th Brigade : 



<■ '1*1 le story of stories here now 
is how the «> Mac-Vap * Battalion 
threw bac*k a cavalry charge 011 
Jan. 17, although it was almost 
surrounded. (Tile cavalry had been 
previously described as Moors.) The 
defenders had a position on a hill 
that dipped down to the right 



and rose to another hill, which the 
British Battalion occupied. Cap- 
tain Cecil Smith the Canadian 
commander of the « Mac-Pap * and 
his staff were in the back part of 
their hill, protected by tlie Third 
Con many under Ricardo Diaz. 

* The position was important 
and the Rebel command had wor- 
ked out a daring plan to capture it 
by means of a cavalry charge. This 
is ordinarily a rare tactic, but in 
an open battle like this mounted 
troops have their value. 

The Insurgents swept, under 
their artillery barrage, between 
tlie two hills, moving so quickly 
that there was no stopping them. 
Then they wheeled toward the 
right and charged straight at Cap- 
tain Smith and his staff. That 
was the critical moment, for if 
the staff partly broke or was over- 
run the entire battalion might 
well have been captured. 

There were three machine guns 
protecting the staff. Captain Smith 
had them brought up quickly, and 
they let go at a murderously short 
distance. Diaz’s company held firm 
and poured rifle fire into tlie ene- 
my. The Rel>el column wavered, 
then broke and fell back. 

« T11 returning it had to pass 
between the i unlading fire of the 
♦ Mac- Pap* and the British, who 
had coolly held their position 
throughout. 1 was told that a good 
deal less than half of that cavalry 
force got back into its line. Against 
soldiers with modtrii arms who 
refuse to run cavalry cannot be 
effective. 

♦ General Walter, the division 
chief, and Colonel Modesto, the 
commander, were so satisfied with 
the showing of the * Mac-Pap* 
that the next day Captain Smith 
was made a Major and -Diaz \va^ 
made a Captain, white the batta- 
lion heard high words of praise. 
So 1 not only found the brigade 
intact this morning, blit rather 
pleased with itself in a modest 
way. » 



MEMORIAL TO BRITISH DEAD 
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THIS MEMORIAL to the twenty- one comrades of the 57th (British) Bat- 
talion of the Fifteenth Brigade was planted on a high hill overlooking 
Teruel. Delegations representing he four companies of the Battalion at- 
tended the silent ceremony in the lead of night— silent because any sound 
would have drawn the immediate fire of the enemy 



6 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 




The VOLUNTEER 
FOR LIBERTY 



iirmrra, 




'it If, 



PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY THE COMMISSARIAT OF WAR OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 

For correspondence, use the following address: VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 
S. R. I. 555-E PLAZA ALTOZANO ALBACETE 



VOL. II — No. 8 



BARCELONA 



MARCH 7 — 1938 



THE IMPORTANCE OF JOHN DOE 

John Doe is an ancient fiction. When the man in the street 
needs a name, this is what lie is issued with. Xo man of flesh 
and blood bears it, or if he does, it was his parents’ error. For 
public purposes there is no such individual. lie was invented to 
make life easier for English-speaking |>eople. A volunteer of the 
Fifteenth Brigade found him mi the postal regulations, and for 
the next few minutes his life became harder. 

The volunteer discovered that lie was instructed, when 
addressing his home letters, to follow the example given, which 
had John Doc fitted out with a handsome sounding apartment. 
He took this literally and was upset. 

He wanted to know who this guy Doe* was. and why letters 
had to be adressed to him. Tt particularv worried him to think 
that his private letters were to he opened and read by someone 
hack in his country of whom he had never even heard. Such is 
fame, even for an ancient fiction. 

The answer, so far as the volunteer is concerned, is that 
this time there is nothing in a name. Tt would he more than 
unfortunate if such an accident were to discourage him from 
keeping in touch with the people at home. For an International 
volunteer, it amounts to a duty. It is a temptation to scout this 
obligation, on the grounds that soldier’s duty is heavy enough 
without it. To put it bluntly, most men who do not write home 
avoid it because they dislike it. There is always time to write 
during periods of rest or reserve. 

The feelings of friends and relatives are worth a moment’s 
thought for their own sake, but that is a man's own affair. 
There is a far more important reason why letters should be 
written. People at home read the bare on-line of our news in 
their journals. They cannot catch from the newspapers the real 
feeling of the men themselves, or the spirit by wihch our army 
grows; and ^his is ultimately our strongest weapon. Only perso- 
nal messages can fully convey this feeling. 

One letter from a soldier is worth a headline in bold type, 
half an inch deep. It has a truer ring. When such letters get 
home, they are passed on, quoted, read out at. meetings, and 
everybody listens to them. Our friends at home depend on us. 
Tt* they know we have a good spirit, they will catch it. Tn turn, 
the spirit they show will affect the policy of their governments 
and therefore, in the end our letters are ammunition for our 
own guns. 

Just now, we want all the anuinition of this kind that we 
can get. Recent events have given everybody a sharp awaken- 
ing. This is the moment to put over a big barrage and keep 
them awake. Tt is to be hoped that volunteers will remember this, 
and when they arc not in action willusethcir time to advantage 
by telling the world that they arc very much alive. 

To volunteer for service in Spain is in itself effective pro- 
paganda, especially among acquaintances whose convictions arc 
not very strong. Personal rontact with the war sets them think- 
ing. ancl often talking. Tf a volunte er can bring himself to write 
fo these more distant sympathisers as well as to the circle of his 
closer friends, he will he following up the work already well 
1>cgun and spreading propaganda where it is needed. He can 
probably remember certain friends who have no convictions at 
all. Far from neglecting them, he should dolus best to fill the 
vacuum. Letters from men in the fighting line, whatever the 
war, are read with more interest and attention than is given 
tn casual correspondence. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



Reports continue to see]) out of 
< '.ibraltar about shiploads of Italian 
infantry men (locking across the bay. 
Ditto with the German <- techni- 
cians ■> on Hie northern seaboard 
of Spain. Whenever Hitler or Mus- 
solini shoots his mouth off about 
withdrawal of troops and * regu- 
lation ■> of foreign combatants, it 
means there a.'c a couple of thou- 
sand new guns shooting dum- 
dums in Spain. Or a new squadron 
of planes bombing the kids pla- 
ying soldiers in the streets of Bar- 
eejona. Valencia, Tarragona, Le- 
rida... Continuing with Gibraltar : 
last week we spoke of the artillery- 
men deserting to the Rock from 
fascist-held southern Spain. It's 
driving dc Llano's yes-men nuts, 
because of it they have been for- 
ced to station a large detachment 
of cavalry in the area between 
Spain and Gibraltar. And shore 
watchmen are equipped with ma- 
chine guns. In addition all the 
territory between Tarifa, Algecir- 
as and I, a Linea now is unwilling 
host to battalions of border guards 
(removed from front duty to stop 
the leakage). uinUr orders to open 
ii]) on any boats or men sighted 
attempting to escape. Meanwhile, 
Yes-Mau-in-Chief de Llano is bel- 
ching more quietly these days, and 
not in public anymore*. It seems 
de Llano's boss, Pranco, got orders 
from his bosses in Rome and Ber- 
lin to make the Seville donkey 
stop braying... 

Last week we referred to a Ber- 
lin dispatch about the sad state 
of the Nazi cinema. Here's an ad- 
ditional quote : * The German de- 
sire to cooperate with Italy and 
Japan has been cheeked by the 
technical inferiority of Italian and 
Japanese films and the resultant 
impossibility of forcing the Ger- 
man public to attend theatres 
where they are showing, » Movie 
celluloid seems to be the only 
higlily-infla mniable material that 
won't do its stuff for the fascists... 
There’s a guy in the machine pun 
company of the Liiicoln-Waslnng- 
tons who says the hell with all 
this stuff about the fascist zone. 
He's got his fists ready for a guy 
back in the States. << I once thought 
he was a pal », says this anonymous 
American, « but he's turned out 
to be tx dirty fascist provocateur. 
He keeps sending me clippings of 
restaurant ads that read like this : 

<< Whether you say Po’k, Pork or 
Porrkk, you'll enjoy this good he- 
man dish that starts lips a-smac- 
king’ — Grilled fresh pork chop, 
grilled to a crispy brown outside — 



juicy and tender within — made 
with Sauce Diablo and flanked 
with a generous serving of... We’d 
better stop right now, before so- 
mebody else gets sore... lint that 
« crispy brown outside * is reminis- 
cent ofan old crack about the Nazis, 
If you don't know it, ask your 
L'abo... 

A glimpse of what life in fas- 
cist-lied Spain is like is contained 
in the folowing extracts from an 
account of one who has lived in 
Galicia, in the Province of Ponte- 
vedra, oil the eastern coast of 
Spain, just north of Portugal : 
(■The war atmosphere is noticea- 
ble by the martial noise made by 
the phalangists and o civil guard 
gentlemen *>. The soldiers are care- 
fully kept separated from the ci- 
vilian population. Besides, it is 
difficult to make out which are the 
Spanish soldiers and which are the 
foreigners. At the beginning the 
phalangists deliberately wore the 
uniform of the regular Spanish 
soldier, whereas the soldiers went 
around in mufti cr were given Por- 
tuguese uniforms. One was not 
permitted to say that they were 
Portuguese uniforms, nor were the 
people allowed to go near the sol- 
diers to determine whether they 
were Spanish or Portuguese. 

« The German soldiers generally 
wore civilian clothes, but Spanish 
artillerymen wore uniforms made 
of the brown German cloth. The 
Germans were intended to pass 
unnoticed. It was a crime to pro- 
nounce a German name, so much 
so that they were never referred 
to as « Germans * but * individuals * 
When the papers published any- 
tliing about the Germans or when 
they officially referred to them, 
they merely said * Three indivi- 
duals arrived * or «;The individuals 
who are staying at the Hotel X... * 
This was enough. Everyone un- 
derstood. 

* The docks of Vigo were last 
summer exclusively controlled by 
* the individuals ». They were in 
charge of unloading all the war 
material which came from Ham- 
burg. and knocked-down planes 
which came escorted by their per- 
sonnel. The trains eanie right up to 
the pier to load, and then the war 
material was transported to the 
bases of the # Nationalist » army. 
The Germans were at all times ex- 
tremely discreet about their mo- 
vements, and they tried to hide 
themselves from the Spanish peo- 
ple like real criminals*. Italians 
were (and are) in — Galicia too. 
B ut we ’ll save the account of their 
antics for the next issue. 
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THE ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 



Last of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with 
Military Questions, by the Commander of 
the Battalion of Instruction N.° 15 
MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 



In every-day life, in almost every 
action of the individual and col- 
lective body, certain definite quest- 
ions arise in a definite sequence. 
These questions have to be answe- 
red, even if not consciously, and 
they are what, why, where, how 
and when. Just as in every other 
phase of life,, so in military opera- 
tions, large and small, these same 
questions must be answered before 
a decision can be reached on which 
to base any military plan of opera- 
tion. The answering ot these ques- 
tions, in other words the analysis 
that is required, is called the esti- 
mate of the situation. It is made, 
not only by commanders of large 
units who have to actually write 
their analyses down to entirely as- 
snnilite them, but they are also ma- 
de bv subordinate commanders and 
even individual soldiers. 

plan basis of action 

The content of the estimate of the 
situation falls into a certain formu- 
la. The reason for sticking to this 
standard is to habituate soldiers to 
thinking in definite terms in order 
that in moments ot crisis they may 
he habituated to carry this out 
without loss of momentum. 

The form generally required in 
all armies is: 

First paragraph — The Mission — ■ 
In other winds the answer to "what 
am I to do. what is inv general 
task*’ ? Second paragraph is an 
analysis of the — Opposing For- 
ces — and is subdivided into (a) the 
forces of the enemy, their number, 
their material condition and equip- 
ment, their physical condition, their 
morale, their reserves, their posit- 
ion on the terrain and so forth. The 
second paragraph ('*') a similar 
analysis of our own forces. The 
next main paragraph is the enemy's 
situation and intentions. We know 
his strength, approximately, and his 
general condition. We ought to 
know the general lay of the land 
and then we analyse in detail, if 
possible, plans. They may lie either 
to attack or defend in some special 
manner. By elimination we choose 
the most probable of these plans 
and consider them seriously. The 
next paragraph is our possible 
plans, based upon our analysis of 
tbe plans open to the enemy. Wc 
consider wiiat possible plans we can 
use and in some detail wc analyse 
these possibilities. We weigh, seri- 
ously, for instance, the possibility 
of attacking and defending in some 
special position. We discuss the 
pioblenis in each case, their advisa- 
bility or inadvisability, and advan- 
tages and disadvantages, their 



strength and their weakness, and 
once again by elimination we choo- 
se the most probable plan that we 
can use. This plan is then finally 
written out into the fifth paragraph 
of the estimate of the situation as 
our decision. It is upon Lhis decision 
that the field order is based. 

Although all this work may 
appear simple and sometimes tmnc- 



Among those who received good 
service awards at Christmas was 
Lieutenant George Fletcher. Like 
others from Lancashire, he is a man 
with a genial manner; but it is a 
hard job to make him talk. His 
own past history interests him far 
less than Spain's present moment. 
He commands the machine-gun 
company of the British Battalion. 

He lias been a soldier since 1915, 
when he joined the Lancashire 
Fusiliers. He enjoys an outdoor life 
of action, and lie doesn t care lor 
sitting still, as those who have 
hoard his I anions song hit " Keep 
one finger moving" will unders- 
tand. 

During the world war lie took 
part in the ( iallipoli action, and 
made the difficult landing, which 
he describes as an experience rather 
more exciting than the warmest 
moments at Erunetc. The Tmks 
bad la itl bar lied wire under tbe 
water, and this had to be passed 
under shell-fire from batteries on 
the bills above shore. One would 
guess that this was the toughest 
moment of Lt. Fletcher's life up to 
tbe present time, but he doesn’t 
say much about it. Once the bench 
was reached the difficulties evened 
out a little, and the rest of the act- 
ion was easier work than the fight 
for Mosquito Crest. 

EXPERIENCE USEFUL 

After the war. Fletcher remained 
in the service, and spent some years 
in India. By [936 he was contem- 
plating a return to civilian life and 
had certain speculative ideas about 
marriage. He was out of soldiering 
for six months, but the appearance 
of armed fascism in Spain changed 
bis plans again. He arrived in this 
country in May of last year. Hi- 



eessary it is a good experience for 
subordinate commanders to practise 
making estimates of t he situation 
at all times, in order to familiarise 
themselves with the many possibi- 
lities that are open to them. .Espe- 
cially under modern conditions of 
warfare where a great deal of lati- 
tude and initiative lies within the 
realm of the subordinate conunan- 




cxpcrience with fire-arms of all 
sorts was an asset at the training 
ramp, where lie sm»n picked up the 
special features of the weapons 
which the Republican Army w.'h 
using, and l>cgan to instruct thu.-c 
with less experience than him>el]. 
When the sections competed in dis- 
mantling and reassembling. their 
amis, Fletcher could heat anybody. 
He has deft finger ■> and an accurate 
eve. In training, and .since, lie hr.-, 
proved himself a first -class rifle 
shot. 

He iir>t saw active service in 
Spain at Bruncte. where lie was 
wounded in the shoulder. When his 
wound was finally healed, lie was 
offered a position at the new' train- 
ing camp, lint preferred to rejoin 
the Battalion. He went into action 
again at F’uentes de Ebro. 

ON DISCIPLINE 

Lt. I*‘lel el 1 er has watched ihe 
growth of discipline and organisat- 
ion in the Republican Army with 
the satisfaction of an old hand. Hr 



der. The knowledge of how to make 
a correct analysis or estimate of 
the situation is also the foundation 
for issuing correct field orders, oral 
or written, during an action, and 
since so much depends upon the 
brevity, conciseness and clarity of 
these field orders, it is quite obvious 
that before they can be ei the r clear, 
concise or brief, their essence must 
he thoroughly understood. No com- 
mander can issue such an order 
and carry iL out with determination 
unless he knows exactly what the 
situation is and how lie is going to 
carry into effect the decisions lie 
does reach and knows exactly how, 
when and where these must be done. 



know s w hat it means. In his opinion 
the formalities of discipline, far 
from complicating a soldier’s life, 
make it easier. Even in an Impe- 
rialist army he found that out, 
though discipline there is not used 
solely lor the purpose of raising 
the soldier’s level ot efficiency. 
Where he traces the main differen- 
ce is in the importance that the Re- 
publican Army attaches to the deve- 
lopment of intelligence in the pri- 
vate soldier, on the assumption that 
the more a man knows the better lie 
fights. An Imperialist army is 
compelled by its own conditions to 
discourage the rank and file from 
knowing too much about what is 
going on, in case it occurred to 
them that they were being used in 
someone else’s interest. 

The distinction creates a new 
atmosphere in which a man can get 
to grip?, with his job. Discipline 
clear." the air and makes every tiling 
easier to follow. For the individual 
it becomes a matter of practical 
soldiering, equivalent to keeping 
iiis riilc clean or his feet in trim. 
For the Army as a whole it is a 
measure that makes the machine 
more compact, cuts out delay and 
increases the force of its striking 
pou er. 

'The deft fingers of Lt. Fletcher 
are put to many uses. During his 
training (.lays he constituted fit tv 
per cent of the Company Band, foi 
which he provided percussion with 
a pair of spoons, lie can always he 
relied on tor a good number at a 
social evening. The only success he 
lays claim to is tliat lie brought 
tears to the Mcaldc’s e\cs with hi" 
.■u'ohatie sung-liit. He thinks thC 
must In the rea-oii why lie received 
l.i- award. 

M. T. 



GEORGE FLETCHER of the British Battalion 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

HOME 



Stay as Long as You 
Can, Advises Veteran 

Dear T 



Your letter arrived, as usual, 
more than a month* after you had 
written it. Received The Volun- 
teer for Liberty and the other ma- 
terial long before — the song books 
and other little booklets, and then 
the French book of the ijth Bri- 
gade. Could you tell me if they 
are going to print that book in 
English? I showed it to a number 
of people and all of them said they 
would like to buy it if it were in En- 
glish. Most of the material you 
have sent I've given to the Friends 
of the Brigade ; the rest I use 
myself, showing things to diffe- 
rent people. The song books I am 
going to lend to different choruses 
around here. 

The Phiadelphia Friends of the 
Lincoln Brigade are now at ion 
Chestnut St., Room 818. They have 
also been receiving Volunteers and 
posters. Dan Elkins, secretary of 
the FLB, asks that you send him 
as many cards, posters and other 
material as possible. They could 
be sold or used as prizes to popu- 
larize their work. 

The boys who have returned are 
Walcoff. Hy Rosner, Harry Wa- 
llach, Jacobs, Rochester, Cliime- 
lofsky, Melnicoff, Harold London 
from the Washington Battalion, 
and Brenner, who was an aviator. 
We have already established a 
chapter of the Veterans ; it is 
called the Wickman-BarreUi Chap- 
ter... 

You mention in your letter that 
you often wonder whether it is 
possible to readjust oneself com- 
pletely after having been Jo war. 
Well, it is difficult. When one is 
at war there are u number of 
things that happen ; and one gets 



used to them. Then you tome to 
a peaceful country, and you have 
different kinds of worries. When 
you go to meetings there’s a lot 
of talk but little action. They do 
not understand the meaning of 
discipline, as men do who have 



NUEVOS RECLUTAS 




been ^.t war. Another thing is that 
things go too slow... I >wish U was 
possible for me to return to be 
in Spain still. In Spain we were 
able to be always with men who 
were men, men who spoke as 
friends and did not hav t — could 
not have — anything to hide... 

Well, Pat, Dan and the boys 
send their best regards. The boys 
say that whatever you do, stay 
there in Spain as long as you can. . . 
Sal ud ! 

Him* Fr.mt 

* * * 

British Labor M P , 

Ted Williams, Hears 
From Miners Federation 

Dear Ted : 

During the visit you and your 
colleagues are making to Spain, 
kindly convey to the heroic people 
of that country the deepfelt grati- 
tude of the British miners in their 
fight for the cause of economic 
freedom. 

To the miners of Asturias, those 
giant gladiators of immeasurable 
gallantry, give a real British mi- 
ners' appreciation for their glo- 
rious work. « 

Wherever you go, whoever you 
meet among the fighters and wor- 
kers for Spanish liberty as against 
tyranny, thank them in our name. 

1 heir good cause must spread 
throughout the length and breadth 
of the world. 

Yours fraternally, 

F.bby r.dward*, Sec.y. 
Miners, Federation 
(iirfota Britain 



• Ayudar, organizar y capacitar 
a la juventud*. Palabras dichas 
por el Secretario general de la 
J. S. U, Palabras, que necesitamos 
apllcar inmediatamente. Pronto 
llegaran a las Unidades jovenes 
redutas. Sangre joven y dispuesta 
a luchar. Pero todavfa con poca 
experiencia. Desde el momento en 
que el recluta llegue a la Unidad 
empieza nuestra tarea. Hay que 
ayudarles desde todos los puntos 
de vista. Si no saben como hay 
que aprovechar el terreno, hay 
que enseiibrselo concienzudainente. 







expli carle como se debe proteger 
de los ataques de los aviones, como 
se constxuyen refugios. Cada sol- 
dado veterano debe hacer todo lo 
posible para <jue lo que £1 ya sabe, 
lo sepa tambien el nuevo recluta. 
El recluta debe aprender a escri- 
hir a leer. Para ello, cada vete- 
rano le debe prestar su maxima 
ayuda. En los ratos de tranquilidad 
debe dejar por unos mo merit os el 
fusil a un lado, y empufiar las 
otras armas que son el papel y la 
plum a. Se deberbn orgamzar es- 
cuelas de Transmisiones, Sani- 
dad, etc. para los nuevos reclutas, 
donde este pueda llegar dentro del 
menor espacio de tiempo a poder 
llevap - , * por la capacitacibn obte- 
nida, galones ganados merecida- 
mente. Se les deberb dar cliailas, 
explicbndoles por que deben lu- 
char a muerte hasta el aplasta- 
raiento final del fascisino. Si son 
labr&dores, se les deberb dar char- 
las de lo que la Republica del 
Krente Popular ha dado a los 
campesinos y a los trabajadores de 
la tierra. Si soil obreros, se les 
explicarb el cainbio operado en 
las ciudades, en el que ya no 
exist e un solo parado! Todos en 
pie a recibir a las nuevos reclutas, 
y a capacitarlos para que lleguen 
a ser una de las armas mbs pode- 
rosas p ra aplastay a la invasibn 
fascist a ! 

F. N. 



21 BOMBARDMENTS FAIL 
TO DAUNT VALENCIANS 



(-Children first *> is the motto of 
the Junta Passive Defense of Va- 
lencia, which has just published 
data concerning its work in the 
first seven months of its existence. 
The Junta, its work hastened be- 
cause of the 2i bombardments 
which Valencia has undergone, lias 
begun the construction of eight 
bflhib- proof shelters adjoining 
schools, ami it has carried out 
works to protect four clinics. In 
one of these a tunnel had to be 



built tocommunicate with a bomb- 
proof shelter in which a special ope- 
rating theatre can be set up. 

The J unta has also built an emer- 
gency hospital with two operating 
theatres and twelve beds. It lias 
built three bomb-proof shelters 
inside the city and two in the 
outskirts. It looks after the upkeep 
of the shelter^ previously cons- 
tructed and the installation of po- 
weiful air-raid warning sirens. 





Las t res condiciones 
osenciales para veneer 



VALOR 
DISCIPLINA 
FE en la VICTORIA 
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iNOCEDER ON SOLO PALMODE TER RENO 



YIELD AN INCH 



GUADALAJARA 



HACE UN ANO 



A YEAR AGO 



DO NOT 

OF 

GROUND 

TO 

THE ENEMY! 

Defend every 
conquered posi- 
tion; hold our li- 
nes firmly; FOR- 
TIFY, FORTIFY, 
FORTIFY, THIS IS 
THE DUTY OF 
EVERY SOLDIER 

Brigadas I nterna do- 
le s,congregaci6n gene- 
rosa y espontanea de 
hombre* de las Cinco 
partes del Mundo, que 
pedian una plaza para 
morir por la libertad. 

DR. JUAN NEGRIN 



En Guadalojora el 
enemigo posei'a instru- 
mentos de combate nu- 
merosos, mejores y ma- 
yores que los nuestros 
entonces. Sin embargo, 
fue primero contenido 
y despues aplcstado. 

El factor decisivo de 
a quel gran episodio, 
como tiene que serlo 
junto a nuestros mejo- 
res elementos de com 
bate en la lucha de 
manana fue la MORAL 
INQUEBRANTABLE DE 
NUESTROSSOLDADOS 
la Ormeza, la decision 
y el coraje de nuestros 
MANDOS Y COMISA- 
RIOS POLITICOS. 



In Guadalajara the 
enemy possessed more 
numerous ond better 
weapons than ours 
then. However, first the 
enemy was held back, 
then beaten. 

The decisive factor of 
that great episode, was 
the brilliant morale of 
our troops, the strength, 
the courage of our com- 
manders and Political 
Commissars. With this 
same morale we can 
smash through the 
Fascist Offensive and 
hold high the Banner 
of the Republic 



AL 

ENEMIGO! 

Defender bien 
cada pos i cion 
conqu istada, 
mantener fuertes 
nuestras llneas. 
FORTIFICAR, 
FORTIFICAR, 
FORTIFICAR, 

es el gran deber 
del soldado, man- 
dos y comisarios. 

Ayuda a los Comisa- 
rios para que no exis- 
ta un solo combatiente 
que ignore para que 
lucha y que es lo que 
va a ganar con la vic- 
toria. 
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{ FIRMES EN EL FRENTE! 

griia la U. G. T. a los Oficiales y soldados 




de la XV Brigada 

A TODOS LOS CAMARADAS SOLDADOS Y OFICIALES DE LA XV BRIGADA 



; Celebremos hoy una victoria de uni- 
dad, conseguida por las masas de la 
U. G. T. y de la C. N. T., que han sellado 
su pacto de UNIDAD DE ACCION! 

; Que este firme paso para preparar las 
condiciones de la victoria, que afianza la 
unidad de toda la Espaha antifascista, 
sirva para impulsar la bravura de nues- 
tras armas y tensar los pulsos de nuestros 
soldados ! 

; NO QUEREMOS SER VASALLOS DE 
MUSSOLINI! ; NO SEREMOS NUNCA 
UN PAIS FASCISTA! 

UNA SOLA CONSIGNA: Para los solda- 
dos, resistir; para la retaguardia, trabajar, 
Y por encima de todo, fe ; absoluta fe en 

ffderaciOn local 



el destino victorioso de la REPUBLICA. 

; NUESTRA ESPANA NO SERA DE 
LOS INVASORES! 

Defendemos nuestra tierra, nuestras ca- 
sas, nuestras vidas y nuestro porvenir. 
; No p^odemos retroceder un solo paso ! 

; Unidos, inquebrantablemente unidos 
en la resistencia ! 

I Firmes en las trincheras ! ; Nosotros 
estamos firmes en las fdbrkas! 

i Atras, los enemigos del pueblo! 

; ESPANA NO SERA DE MUSSOLINI! 

; ESPANA PERTENECE AL PUEBLO 
ESPANOL ! 

i RESISTID, FORTIFICAD, Y NUNCA 
PASARAN ! 

DE SINDICATOS DE BARCELONA, U. G. T. 



“BE FIRM AT THE FRONT!" SAYS UGT TO OFFICERS AND MEN 
OF 15th BRIGADE “WIHLE WE SPEED UP WAR PRODUCTION" 



TO THE COMRADE SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS OF THE 15th BRIGADE 



A great victory in the rearguard has been sealed - - a 
pact of UNITY between the U. G. T. and the C. N. T. 

This tremendous victory means the doubling of all 
our efforts to help win the war. 

It means we shall be able to send you more and 
better war material to defend yourselves against the 
bestial fascist murderers. 



OUR SPAIN SHALL NOT BE THAT OF THE 
INVADERS! 

We are defending our land, our homes, our lives 
and our future ! 

We cannot and must not retreat a step ! 

UNITE, unite in the resistance! 

BE FIRM AT THE FRONT WHILE WE WORK AS 



In this critical moment there must be one slogan : FIRMLY IN THE WAR FACTORIES! 

For you: RESIST, RESIST at all costs. SMASH THE ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE! 



For the rearguard : 
WORK HARDER THAN 
EVER. 




Above All you must 
keep FAITH, absolute faith 
in the victorious destiny 
of the RFIM’Rl IC. 



Comrades ; Now is the time when unity and courage 
and hard work are needed more than ever before. Every 
drop of blood shed by our comrades on the fields of 
Spain is blood spilled in the protection of our own lands 
blood spilled in the war to exterminate German 
Nazism and Italian Fascism. 

Comrades : whatever our nationality, whether we be 
American or British or Spanish let us fight shoulder to 
shoulder togelher in this crilical time as we have worked 
side by side in past battles! Let us resist with strength, 
and turn the fascist offensive into a crushing defeat and 
rout, as our comrades did at Guadalajara a year ago! 



SPAIN SHALL NEVER 
BE MUSSOLINI'S. 

SPAIN BELONGS TO 




THE LOYAL SPANISH 
PEOPLE. 

RESIST ! FORTIFY ! 
And THEY SHALL NOT 
PASS! 



Federation Local de Sindicatos de Barcelona. II. 0. T. 





RESISTIR ES VENCER 
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DRIVE OUT THE INVADERS OF SPAIN! 



Make Aragon a se- 
cond Guadalajara 
for the Italians! 



Reinforcements of arms 
and men are on their way. 

These new weapons, with 
your courage and heroism, 
can be used to halt and 
destroy the enemy. 

All of Spain is with you. 

The whole nation is mo- 
bilizing in a feverish war 
tempo against the fascists. 

Fling your whole strength 
against the invaders! 

TO DEFEND SPAIN'S 
FREEDOM IS TO DEFEND 
YOUR OWN HOMELAND! 




Una sola preocupacidn politica en todo el 
pais y en todos los antifascistas. 



j\ Unidad contra el enemigo comunf 

del Co^i»w^o <U Imm 

w w w w www ww w ww w www w w w w w ww ' ww w www w Www w w ~ w ww ww w w w ' www 

“Cada metro de tierra 
espanola tiene ahora un 
valor de kilomeiros para 
nuestro destino y el de la 
humanidad civilizada." 

(Del discurso del Ministrodc instruction 
lViblica. cainarada Jusus Hernandez.) 



{Aragon sera para 
los Italianos un 
segundo Guada- 
lajara! 



[Soldados! jCombatientes 
todos! Nuevos hermanos 
vuestros. Nuevos medios de 
lucha van a ayudaros, y 
con ell os y con vuestro he- 
rolsmo y vuestro patrlotls- 
mo hay que aplastar a los 
extranjeros que asaltan la 
patria. Todo el pueblo esta 
a vuestro lado. Toda la pa- 
trfa se movil ;a en un 
mismo latldo de guerra 
contra los invasores. 

DESCARGAD COMO 
HURACAN 1NC0NTENI- 
BLE TODA LA FUERZA 
DE VUESTRO DESPRE- 
C10, DE VUESTRO 0D10 
SAGRADO CONTRA LAS 
HORDAS SEDIENTAS DE 
VUESTRA LIBERTAD. 



NOW IS THE TIME TO STRIKE 

BACK! 



It is twenty months, almost to a day since the 
traitor generals, the Benedict Arnolds of Spain, began 
their rebellion of blood against the Spanish people, 
i wenty months since the combined forces of German 
and Italian fascism have despoiled the land. 

It has also been twenty months of stiff resistan- 



have already arrived. Other large ship.*;- its are on 
the way. 

This flow will not be interrupted a moment ! 
Artillery, planes, ammunition— these are now turned 
out, and will continue to be turned out, in abundance. 
Sufficient to turn every attack into a counter-attack 



re -twenty monchs during 
which the enemy has been 
Mopped at all vital points, 

• n in Madrid, as in Gua- 
-h-.iajara, and the Jarama 
v oey. 

Today the people of 
- in work harder than 
. -f before to turn out the 
■ aerials of war — mate- 
: !; which we, the soldiers 
- > he Republic, can trans- 
j into materials of vie- 

* r 

War supplies flow stea- 
toward the front. Some 




Jandx&U loJL&adai ddL pueMo, fade* e£ a\- 
HicJn&r-to- que nacetCtdCs paxa atca*vzaX, com. viuutxa 
voJtox y. vi xtxa pexCcia, Ifictoxias dacuivaj en £a 
iuc&a pox la ii&extad da Lspana. 

D r AV: G M\. Prr stdk rie 
* del Cvttbtio i.V Mmi'tfn ' 



that will win back for Loyal 
Spain the land which rig- 
htfully belongs to the peo- 
ple with whom we fight 
shoulder to shoulder. 

These materials, added 
to our will to conquer, 
will go a long way toward 
victory. 

The workers of the rear 
pledge that the flow of war 
materials to the front shall 
not cease. 

They - and all Spain— 
await our answer. 




IRESIST1D 




FORTIFICAD! 
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LUCHAR HASTA LA VICTORIA 




El enemigo emplea una nueva tactica. Contra nuestros 
hombres, maquinas. Pero en la guerra ei factor fundamen- 
tal es el hombre. EI hombre dotado de la conviccion heroics 
de que esta empehado en la mas grande lucha por su liber- 
tad. Porque cada joven que Mega a nuestro Ejercito, cada 
antifascists que se encuadra en el, cada espahol simplemente 
llamado al cumplimiento desu deber militar saben que est&n 
luchando porque la Patria no sucumba bajo un poder ex- 
tranjero, porque nuestras minas, nuestros campos, ni:estras 
mujeres, nuestra dignidad no sean botin de un invasor. 

1 u-l di'Ciirso lU- 1 Ministro tk- Inslrnreion 
I’nljlii'a. oamaraja Jc-siis Hernandez.) 



jSoldados! 

Cuidad y conservad las 
armas como el tesoro mas 
preciado que el pueblo es- 
panol ha puesto en vues- 
tras manos. 

Cada fusil, cada maqui- 
na, ha costado a nuestra 
patria dificultades y sacri- 
fices inmensos obtenerlo. 

No abandones jamas tu 
fusil. El es tu mejor com- 
pahero. Tu mejor instru- 
mento de defensa. 

Por cada fusil que se 
abandona o se estropea se 
presta un valioso servicio a 
tus peores enemigbe: a I os 
trafdores cbipo Franco y 
los sCLos.y a Jos mercena- 
ries de .Hitler y Mussolini 
que invaden nuestro pais. 




;Camarada soldado! 

El deber sublime de todo luchador antifascists en estas 
horas es resistir al enemigo. Resistir frente a todos ios 
obsMculos y dificultades. 

La resistencia ardiente del pueblo en otras eta pas diffeiles 
permitid convertir las ofensivas fascistas en victorias 
republicanas. 

Ni las balas, ni los obuses, ni las bombas de la aviacidn 
fascista pueden impedirque nuestros combatientesse peguen 
a la tierra y no la abandonen. El terreno no 1o ocupan los 
cahones ni los aviones: 1o ocupan los hombres, 1o ocupa la 
infanterfa. Y cada soldado del Ejdrcito Popular vale diez 
veces m&s que los soldados obligados a luchar por Franco y 
los mercenarios traidores de Italia, Alemania y Marruecos. 







;Camarada comisario! 

La consigna de todo nuestro pue- 
blo es: ; Resistir al enemigol 

La defensa del terreno hasta el 
heroismo mas grandioso la han he- 
cho nuestros soldados en docenas de 
batallas durfslmas. 

Bast 6 que nuestros soldados com- 
prendiesen bien la necesldad impe- 
riosa de cerrar el paso al enemigo 
para que cada combatiente popular 
se transformase en una muralla que 
no podfan franquear los ejfrcltos 
invasores. 

El trabajo politico de nuestros co- 
misarios, la fortaleza moral y la re- 
so!uci6n de heroismo ysacrtflclo que 
transmitian a cada soldado, el ejem- 
plo personal de cientos de comlsa- 
rios en momentos decislvos hlzo de 
cada soldado un ejemplo brlllante 
de dlsclplina y arrojo. 

Como en otras tantas batallas, en 
Madrid, en Guadalajara, en el Jara- 
ma, en Pozoblanco, en Teruel, hoy 
en Aragdn, los cotnisarlos tienen 
que se r los hombres decislvos de las 
situaciones diffeiles. 

jComisariost El epflogo de la ba- 
talla de Aragdn tiene que ser, por 
vuestro trabajo, el mlsmo del 18 de 
marzo en Guadalajara. 
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SPAIN WILL NEVER YIELD 

TO FASCISM 



« Our people has always known how to defend itself, 
our whole history, the history of the people’s liberties 
in our country is a lesson in heroism. Our people never 
tolerated the yoke of foreign rule, was never willing to 
be a subject nation. With a sublime heroism the people 
of Numancia buried themselves in the ruins of their city. 
With epic bravery our grandfathers defended Spanish 
soil against the Napoleonic eagles. And it Is from this 
home of heroes, this brood of Titans, this virile, undying 
blood that our people spring. Yesterday, armed with 
shot guns sticks, knives and shears, this people defeated 
the invasion. Today, with that spirit which glows .through 
the whole history of Spain it will never tolerate any fo- 
reign rule. The whole spirit of the present war blends 
with our people’s past, with its determination to be in- 
dependent, to be free. 



These are the spiritual virtues of our innermost Spa- 
nish being. This is the spirit which must be aroused to 
the highest pitch and in that spirit our Army and our 
people must be trained. — The unconquerable spirit of 
resistance. To cling to the ground, to protect it with a 
body that prefers death to slavery, to guard it with our 
unyielding resolve not to let them pass. Every yard of 
Spanish soil today has the worth of miles for our destiny 
and for the destiny of all civilised mankind. To resist 
is to conquer. Firm in the defence, firm on Spanish 
land ! From our victorious resistance will spring the im- 
pulse for our overwhelming offensive. » 

JESUS HERNANDEZ 
Minister of Public Instruction 



ONE VICTORY THEY CANNOT WIN! 



The city of Barcelona suffered, during the days of 
March 16, 17, and 18, the heaviest and most concen- 
trated aerial bombardment that any city has received 
in the history of the war. Despite this, the people have 
not wavered. 

Instead of buckling to the brutality of fascism, the 

people are uniting more clo- 
sely than ever. The C. N. T. 
and the U. G. T., Spain’s 
giant trade union organiza- 
tions, have completed a Unity 
Pact that will bring the wor- 
m kers of all fields into one 
L powerful front against the in- 
vaders. The war factories 
UW hum busily. Industry is rea- 

ching a vigorous war tem- 
po- Catalonia will not give 
in to fascism. 




A year ago, Madrid inflicted heavy blows on the 
fascists at Jarama and Guadalajara. The 15 th Brigade 
played a leading role in stopping the fascists at Jarama. 
Madrid was NOT taken. 

Now the 15th Brigade can once again play a leading 
and historic role in the Spanish war by again stopping 
the fascists dead in their tracks. We can duplicate the 
Guadalajara triumph of 
a year ago. 

The enemy may have 
advanced and won 
ground, but one victory 
they shall not win — 
and that is THE FINAL 
VICTORY. 

That last victory can 
be, AND WILL BE, 

OURS. 




Imp. EUtvklana y Lib. Cam), E. C. - Torres Amat, 0 - Barca Iona 
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CADA PICO FORTIFICANDO 

CONTRA LOS EN EMI QOS DEL PUEBLO 



i! ■ :ir ■if un uiiMlil 1 . 1 i‘ l i :i 1 ::i l fM-rjij-jjiji j'- n »f :>(n 1 1 r i 

Se han dado muchas ordenes, de que inmediatamente 
despues de la entrada en una position se dehen con&truir 
fortificaciones. Pero muchos de nuestros- camaradas no 
piensan en crearse, siendo esto lr> primero de todo, una 
verdadera defensa, con la cual esta asegurado contra arti 
tteria y aviacion. Los ultimos combates en Teruel nos han 
demostrado, que cada soldado que no se ha fortificado bien, 
esta perdido en el terreno. 

■" ^Que es lo que debe tener siempre consigo un soldado 

de Infanteria ? Un fusil para disparar y una pala, con la 

cual se pueda fortificar en todo momenta. Pero a pesar 
de esto, estas necesidades elementales no nos han entrado 
en la cabeza como nos debian haber entrado. 
j <{C6mo son en su mayor parte una de nuestras posicio= 

— nes ? Tomemos como ejemplo un hoyo de tirador. Un agu = 

jero grande, no muy hondo, pero ancho, de forma que pue= 
1 da contener uno o dos hombres. Ademas, las piedras sa- 
cadas del agujero son colocadas en la direccion del tiro 
dclante del agujero de tirador. Por la anchura del hoyo, 
cada aviador es'a en condiciones de poder tocar al tirador 
que se encuentra en e] hoyo. Las piedras colocadas delante 
del agujero, pueden convertirse muy facilmentc en ine= 
tralla en el momento en que una bala hace bianco en ellas 
v hieren al combaticnte que se encuentra detras. 

tComo se debe construir un hoyo de tirador? En una 
profundidad de 1*10 m. y en una anchura de 70 a 80 cm. ; 
esto es completamente suficiente y tienc todas las exigent 
cias de una buena protection, que necesita el tirador. La 
tierra sacada se debe colocar en la direccion de tiro, y 
proporciona una buena cazadora de halas contra los tiros 
de Infanteria, sin que el combatiente que se encuentra de- 
tras sea herido. Las piedras sacadas se tiran a algunos 
metros de distanda detras del hoyo de tirador. Se debe 
poner una especial atencion en el «caniuflujt». La tierra 
fresca acabada de sacar se tiene que ajustar al terreno y 
no se tiene que diferenciar por nada de los alrededores. 
Este trabajo se puede reali/ar en una noche y a la mahana 
siguiente el soldado tiene una protection suficiente contra 
el fuego de Infanteria enemigo y contra el u go de las 
ametralladoras de los avlones. 




No ei flora mai que de tener un tolo pensamiento y una sola 
voluntad, aplaitar al enemigo. Aplaitarle, luchando en el (rente, traba- 
jando mas en la retaguardia, peniguiendole y deienmascarandole cuando 
te CKulta entre noiotroi. 

Dr. NEGRIN, PrMidants d«l ConM|o d» Mfniitrot. 

JTJicVjmri Jft iJtf dni ta j #ri#4d(i} 

EL Fill SE ESTRELLARA Ell EIPANA 

Excmo. Sr. Presidente del Consejo de Ministros. 

Los soldados, Clases y Comisarios del 55 Batallon de 
la 14 Brigada Mixta, piden a V. 1:. emplee mano dura 
contra los enemigos del pueblo que pretenden esclavizar- 
nos con su regimen tiranico. 

Los combaticutes de este Batallon estamos dispuestos 
a derramar toda nuestra saiigre hasta aplastarlos defi ni t i= 
vamente, porque de esto depende el biencstar de todos los 
trabajadores, baciendo al mis-mo tiempo vieja y firme 
nuestra consigna de \ No pasaran y pasaremos 1 

Nos oponemos terminantemente a pacto de ninguna 
clase con los as sinus de nuestros herinanos de clase, por 
tener plena seguridad tii uuestro fuerte Gobierno del i 
Frente Popular. 

Queremos que en nuestra retaguardia cunda nuestro — 
ejemplo, intensiticando su trabajo cn la producciou de ma= 
teriai de guerra, y de esta forma, trabajando conjunta 
inente retaguardia y vanguardia. el fascismo se estrdlara 
en Espafla. 

Eelicitamos a uuestro Gobierno por su correcta actua> j 
cion. r 

I Viva nuestro glorioso Ejercito y el Frenis Popular! = 

Si*ucn yj fit mas 




THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



NEWS BRIEFS OF THE WEEK 



NEW YORK, — The hos- 
tility of the American people 
against the Neutrality act is 
growing daily. This Act, pas- 
sed in M;cw, 1937, was desig- 
ned to prevent war shipments 
from being sent from the Uni- 
ted States to loyal Spain. The 
•New York Times* in a sen- 
sational editorial calls for the 
repeal of the Neutrality Act. 

A Spanish paper reports 
that even the arch-conservati- 
ve «Herald Tribune* attacks 
the fascists and predicts that 
the democracies will align 
themselves with Russia aga- 
inst the militarists. 

THE SOVIET TRIAL 

On March 2nd the trial 

began before the Military Co- 
llegion of the ^Supreme Court 
of the U. S. S. R. of the mem- 
bers 'of the criminal conspira- 
cy group of the abloc of Rights 
and Trotskyists*. 

Among the accused are five 
whose names are generally 
known throughout the coun- 
try. They are Bukharin, Ry- 
kov, Yagoda, Krestinsky and 
Rakovsky. 

In the dock stands the for- 
mer leader of the «Left Com- 
munists*, Rykov, who later, 
in company with Bukharin, 
Tomsky, and others, became 
the organising traitor of the 
right-wing restorers of capi- 
talism. In with him are the 
bourgeois Nationalists : Ikra- 
mov, Eaisula,, Khoadjayev 
and others ; the ex-Menshi- 
viks like Chernov and former 
Social Revolutionaries like 
Grinko ; pasti and present pro- 
vocateurs of the Czarist 
Okhrana, like Zelensky and 
Ivanov, and people who used 
their diplomas as doctors and 
professors to poison some of 
the best men of the proleta- 
rian Revolution : Kubvshcv. 

Menshinsky and Gorky. 

NEW YORK. — In Times 
Square recently, 5000 young 
people burned an effigy of 
Hitler. The demonstration pa- 
ralyzed traffic for half an hour. 

LONDON. — An editorial 
in the «Daily Herald*, organ 
of the Labour Party approves 
of the idea of a conference for 
peace as proposed by the So- 
viet Government. This edito- 
rial is particularly significant 
when it is remembered that 
this paper lias always been 




WAR FACTORY IN OUR REAR 



READY TO DEFEND 
SPAIN’S LIBERTY 
AND FUTURE 

Once again the enemies of the Spanish people have 
been conducting strong military operations against 
the independence of Spain. With foreign troops and 
imported war material, the servants of international 
fascism are attempting to subject new territories to 
a regime of slavery and degradation. 

In twenty months of struggle we have faced many 
enemy offensives. A thousand times the traitors have 
announced that Spain would be totally subdued. 
A thousand times, too, the people and its Army 
have demonstrated that a nation continues to be 
free when it is ready to defend its liberty and its 
future with weapons, and sacrifice the life of its sons 
for the banner of independence. 

At all times the Republican fighters have known 
how to surpass the odds of war material against 
them with a strong morale and powerful conviction 
which neither Franco’s soldiers nor those of Musso- 
lini have ever, or can ever, have. Our rifles and 
our equipment, insufficient as it has been, have 
successfully oposed all the weapons sent to Spain 
by Italians and Germans in order to assassinate us. 

The tenacity and the sacrifice of our soldiers will 
transform into gun-powder and into an unconque- 
rable cry the banner and slogan of antifascist Spain ; 
THEY SHALL NOT PASS! 



hostile towards Soviet Russia. 
Among some of the passages 
in the editorial are : 

•The Government of the 
U. S. S. R. proposes that tile 
directing members of the Lea- 
gue of Nations with .the Uni- 
ted States have a conference 
to discuss the international si- 
tuation. 

•The object would be to 
combine all forces to preserve 
peace. This is precisely the 
practical path waited for by 
many years by millions of Bri- 
tishers, who would liked to ha- 
ve seen this initiated by their 
own Government. The initia- 
tive, instead, came from the 
U. S S. R. 

alt’s immaterial where it 
came from. What is important 
is that it has come and it is 
iudespensable to not let this 
opporunity pass by not Bac- 
king it. All who believe in co- 
llective security as the only 
medium to avoid world disas- 
ter must support the Soviet 
Government's proposal enthu- 
siastically.* 

NEW YORK. «We belie- 
ve*, write 61 Bishops of 36 
states of the North American 
Confederation, in a letter di- 
rected to the catholic Bishops, 
•that the war in Spain, begun 
as a military rebellion, has 
been transformed into a rea- 
lization of part of a. general 
program of conquest by the 
fascist nations. We know that 
■the catholic church of the Uni- 
ted States has shown favorable 
tendencies toward Franco. Re- 
gardless, we ask the church to 
intervene against fascist bar- 
barism.* 

The letter of the North 
Evangelic Church protests the 
savage bombardments of Bar- 
celona and expresses the hope 
that the catholic Bishops will 
protest tot Salamanca. 

VIENNA. According to 
the latest news, more than 
1000 suicides have been re- 
gistered in Austria during the 
past week. The legitimate 
Austrian chief, Coronel Wolf, 
was reported to havecommited 
suicide after he shot at so- 
me German officials. Wide 
scale arrests, continue. 

PARIS. The French Go- 
vernment together with the 
British Government has sent 
to the Spanish Rebels a note 
expressing horror of the un- 
called for bombardments of the* 
city of Barcelona. 
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DISCIPLINE: The Difference ji B R A V O POR LOS 
Between Troops and RabblefQ U I N T O S ! p0 ' 



Tipsl ht few members ojf'th^XV Br^gaue who have not 

Sf^ne nme or another witnessed a large ceremonial parade and. 
igliat»Yer : other feelings they may have had, admired the precision 
and accuracy of the troops in movement. Most have read at some 
time or another of incidents such as the seige of Verdun, or the 
forming of the British infantry square at Waterloo, and if such in^ 
cldents be analysed it will be found that they were 
only rendered possible by a high standard of dis- 
cipline. 

Discipline has been held to be that which different . 

tiates a bodv of troops from a rabble. Those among 
ms wfco imagine that discipline is a measuie soleiy 
created for their person.il discomfort would do well 
to remember that no campaign has ever been suc< 
cessfully waged by an ill-disciplined army, but that ^ ^ 

on the contrary discipline is the keystone of military 
success. Many are also prone to forget although they 
willingly impose various actions of discipline upon . 

themselves, they are amongs the first to resent dis- i 

cipline imposed on them by others, oblivious of the M 

fact that such disciplinary measures are almost in- B 

variably in their own interests, and undoubtedly in 1 

the Interests of the Army as a whole. B 

Those who feel subversive should consider the 
state of an army in the field lacking the means for 
cohesive action. Not only will it be impossible to K Vi 

achieve any measure of success but there will be an B B 

appalling loss of life as a result of this. B 

In the case of officers and N. C. O.’s it will be B 

found that if they are genuinely interested in the BB 

welfare of those under their command, they will be 
respected, and by such respect discipline will be 
easily maintained. Commissars in particular are res« B T 

ponsible for keeping np the disciplinary tone of their B W 

unit by their personal example both on and off parade. B 

The nearer a unit is to actual combat, the more ur> B MB 

gent the issue of discipline becomes. B 

Ill-disciplined troops in action hav e damaging! B B 

effect on morale. At Waterloo, Wellington, though 
numerically inferior, had some thousands of troops B ; 

marched from the scene of action to avoid the harm I 

ful effect their lack of discipline was having on the 
army as a vhole. The professional fascist troops have a — 

fong disciplinary training behind them, and although ^EfcB 

their methods will never be ours, at the sam e time BJ1 J 

we are not going to let them take lead of us in this B^'. 

necessary military accomplishment. j 

The staadard of discipline of an B J 

army can be measured by the esteem 
in which it is held by the civil po- 

pulafiou. Good relations between j^^xBs 

them depend directly upon this 
standard. This Is to be the year of 
liberation for the Spanish people. 

Let Discipline be the mofto the 
Army that Is to drive the fascist 

invader out of Spain. ^QflBBfej^BttBB|KH 



GERMAN HERNANDEZ ANTON 



= Los que lenemos conoerfpiento claroWte la hicha que sc desarrolla en Espana. esta- 
= bam os conAncidos de^qiiflos re$utas.- a pesar de no haberte incorporado volunta- 
= riamtnlej )as fllas de.nueslro glOrioso Ejercilo Popular, tampoco lo hicieron a la 
^fuerza, yl q$e como forzosos se puedp s6)o designar a Jos hijos de... esas castas 
= que siempre csclavizaron a Espana y que jograron ponerse a salvo durante 

tos primtros dias n bien fueron eliminados por la jus*icla del pueblo. 
Por esto estibamos convencidos de que si no se habian incorporado 
anies era porque muchos estaban al (rente de import-'ntes c rgos 
dc retaguardia, y otros estaban ocupados en el no menos importante 
f frente de la production ; ptro que tan pronto como el (inbierno los 

llamara a filas no dudarian ni un momento en venlr a cumplir con 

i un fusil en ia mano el mismo debtr que cunfylian antes al Frente de 

una miquina. de un barado o de una oficina, con el espiritu que 
postcrncs fodot ks es paroles hijos de ese pueblo de Espana rica y 
fecundn, alegre v trila, y que durante siglcs esas castes sublevadas 
tuvierm erntenida en ermprs de concentration y sus cludades en 
presidios, pero que oi ando vitron que ccmerzaba a clarear el alba 
que arunciat a la jvslioia. la libertad y el progreso, no tuvieron in- 
con* eniertes ni esertpuins en descncadenar esta horrible tragedia 
que ningiin trahajador dcstaba ni hubiera sido capaz de acarrear. 
Pert , aurqte esiatrmos cor.vtncidos. aun nos faltaba algo, y eso es* 
lo q L e nos babeis dpdo : la confirmation, ya que los reciutas del 24 
han sf-bido bacer honor a la tradition del Batalkm y de la Brlgada 
demostrando a It s \ oteranos que, aunque sin ninguna experfencia, 
saben dar el pecho ; saben cruzar las espesas cortinas del fuego de 
artilleria y aguantar variertemente a la aviaciOn y hacer retroceder 
a las hordas salvajes que estin mancillaodo nuestra Espana. 

Estos braves crrraradFS ncs dieren un ejempio en la primers 
actuation de la Brlgada en esta ultima camparia, cumpliendo con su 
cometido sin miedo y entonando cantos guerreros, pues tanto solda- 
dos como oficiales y comisarlos estuvieron todos a la altura de su 
deber — el que mis pudo mis hizo. Mis, entre todos sfempre hay 
qulen resaita y destaca, y en la operacIOn de ese die lo fueron entre 
otros muchos Juan Niinez, El Conejo*, ouien despu^s de haber 
matado a los que habian herido a un ccmpaflero, el solo, arrastrado 
por el entusia'mo y ardor anlifascista, quiso salir en persecution de 
ios cohardes. cuardo estos huian. Tsmbtfn cito con emoefon el caso 
de Feliciano J Hsfti, que despuls de que It hubieren curado las herldas 
del brazo, fur preciso la intervention energies del capltin Brage 
para qu. no subiera a la trinchera cemo el tozudamente pretendia. 
Tampoco olvido al recluta Antonio Barrios, que segun el capitin de 
su ccmpsnia y ermperieros que le rodeaban, con gran serenldad y 
cert era punteria le contarcn dhz y seis fascistas que entre el y su 
fusil se ftrlncaion*. Hay otro digno de mencl6n — ese veferano. 
Jest s Pulp6n, que con su m£quina y en pleno caffoneo enemigofu^ 
el terror de Its legionarios. Ln cpmillero se destaco cuando mbs in- 
tenso era ef fuego de la artilleria encmiga ; el solo transports ef 
carro de una miqufna con cuatro cintas. Tambien hizo prodigies de 
bravura y destrrza el cabo de un fusil ametralladora ; y en fin, mu- 
chos mis que de cltarlos fa lists stria innumerable. 



Hay que hacer honor al 24 Batal)6n a los voluntaries y reciutas, 
oficiales y comtsarios que, fundidos en un solo bloque lucharon como 
fuchan |o$ esparioles qua deffenden su patrfa y como trabajadores 
que no quleren ser esclavos. Y para termlnar, permltidme que re^ 

cuerde a fos veteranos, y ofrezca a fos 
0 reciutas — que por cierto al reefbir el 

“^BY B^ bautfzo de fuego, ya han dejado de 

— serlo — el verso def poeta del bataflin 

que dice: 



Termlnada la ^peracldn 
Queda el jmando satfsfecho 
Habits cumptfdo un deber 
S« os resma un derecho. 
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WHAT THE SOLDIER TAKES WITH THE 






LA FEDERACION LOCAL DE BARCELONA DE LA U. 6. T. ACUERDA 

APADRINAR LA 15 A BRIGADA INTERNACIONAL 



<;Kstimados camaradas : 

Xuneu ( Oino cn cstos momciitos 
sc ha lucho evidcnte vuestra cla- 
rividemia tie octubre del lO al de- 
cidiros, con emocionantc gesto, 
luchar por la causa del pueblo es 
panel ; y eada bora que pase, eon 
la tragedia a que dia tras dia se 
ve impclido el niundo por las au- 
dacias del faseismo, eada vez eon 
mayor desearo, vctidrS a dar a 
vilest ra aportacibn a la defensa de 
nuestras libertades la eategoria de 
gesto profetieo. f rente los que 
hasta haee muy poeo. ell su ee- 
gilcra o en su egoismn. no ban po- 
dido o no ban (pu rido ver que era 
lo que se ventilaba en nuestra 
guerra. 

Para vosotros fue, desde que to- 
masteis la decisi6n de abandonar 
vuestros hogarec para acudir en 
ayuda de nuestro pueblo, un deber 
de pura solidaridad que os imponia 
vuestra conciencla de hombres li- 
bres. No quisierainos que en dias 
futuros vuestros p< lists, los paises 
democrdticos, tuvicrau que cqnsa- 
graros coino a ejemplares patriotas 
que se anticiparon a defender su 
propia patria, ya atuenazada desde 
el liioniento en que enq>ezaron a 
llegar a Kspana. lnvadiendola, los 
nierecnarias de Hitler y Mussolini. 

Transeurrido cerca de aiio y iue- 
dio desde que inieiasteis vuestras 
hcroicas actuaciones en tierra bis- 
pana, ya formado el grail Kjercito 
Popular Regular pasais a ser, a 
medida que el vobunen y la poteii- 
cialidad tie este va en amnento, 
sobre todo un shnl>o)o y un ejein- 
plo, ya que numcriramciite sois 
una parte valiosisiina, pero pe- 
quena, del Kjercito Antifascista. 

Y es por esto precisainente por 
lo que nosotros quereinos rendiros 
homenaje de gratitud y admira- 
clon 

La guerra sera aun muy dura, po- 
siblemente larga, y es mas necesa- 
do eada dia establecer muy estre- 
chos lazos entre el frente y la reta- 
guardia, hasta conseguir que desde 
tas lineas avanzadas hasta las cos- 
tas medlterraneas todos nos slnta- 
mos combatientes, marchando y 
laborando al unfsono con una sola 
finalldad; fa guerra victoriosa. 

He aqui por que una <le las deei- 
siones mis destacadas del III L011- 
greso de la Union ('.etieral de Tra- 
baj adores de Cat al una fue la de 
que nuestros Siudicatos apadrina- 
seu unidades del Ivjertito, la mas 
cficaz y noble manera de ligar la 
vanguardia con la retaguardia. 

Y aunando ambas razones, la 
I'ederacion Ixxal de Siudicatos de 
Barcelona de la V. G. T\. que cueii- 
la en su scuo a i nuc bos siudicatos 
que apadrinan unidadt-s de coin- 
batienles, lia acordado que la que 
ella apadriuase cmik, tal Fedcra- 

ion fuese una brigada Interna- 



clonal. He esta manera lleiiaba un 
doble cometido : estreebar los lazos 
de camnraderia con los eombutien- 
tes cn general, ya que no olvidamos 
que en vuestra Brigada, como en 
todas las Internacionales hay un 
porcenta e importantisimo de sol- 
dados espanoles,’ y hacer patente 
nuestra fraternidad con los heroicos 
y abnegados camaradas de todas las 
tendencias znfffascistas que, ,iban 
tlouand.) sus paeificos paiscs y sus 
mas cuiraiiablcs afeetos. snpieron 
arriesgarlo todo por el supremo 
teal de la llumani.lad. la libertud 
de los bombres y de los pueblos. 

He ahi. camaradas. las causas 
]>or las quo la Fcdcraeibii Local 
<lc Barcelona de la U. (i. T. ba 
decidido apadriuar vuestra bri- 
gada. a cuyas razones se han ana- 
dido las del conocimienfo que tene 
mos de vuestros numerosos y he- 
roicos hechos de armas que tienen 
los nombres gloriosos de Jarama, 
Bru iefe, Belchite y otros, trozos 
de suclo espanol (pie regasteis con 
vuestra sangre al derrotar en ellos 
al faseismo. 

J,os Siudicatos de Barcelona, re- 
preseutados por esta I'ederacion 
Local os ofreccn, eon su padrinaje, 
su incoiidicional ayuda para resol- 
ver vuestras necesidadcs en rela- 
cion con la retaguardia, su propo- 
sito entusiasta de procuraros en la 
medida tie lo ix>sible aquellas cosas 
a las que no llega la coniplic da 
organization oficial. por ser reque- 
ridos sus esfuerzos y su atencion 
]>or otras mas apremiaiites y tal 
vcz mas necesarias, su cordial dis- 
position para atenderos en cual- 
quier problema que nccesite resol- 
ver en las dias de descanso cual- 
quiera dc vosotros, aun en los de 
indole particular, proporciouaros 
medios de relacionaros con elemen- 
tos <le retaguardia que ofrezean 
segura garantia de antifascismo y, 
en suma, nuestra Casa social, en 



BARCELONA U. G. T. OFFERS 
PATRONAGE TO XV BRIGADE 
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la que desde ahora tennis que ver 
el hogar del camara da fraternal 
donde siempre se os atender? con 
carifio y a donde siempre podgls 
acudir en la seguridad de encon 
trarnos dispuestos a prestaros nues- 
tra colaboraclin. 

La Federacion Local tie la U.G.T. 
de Harcelona quiere boy mismo, 
al ofrciularos su padrinaje, empe- 
zar una labor efectiva y se complace 
en anunciaros una proxima visita 
a vuestro cuartel general, en la que 
se de comienzo a esa ayuda a la 15 
Brigada International. 

Recibid los mis cordiales salu- 
dos antifascistas de los Sindicatos 
de Barcelona dc la U. G. T. 

Por la I'ederacion Local de Bar- 
celono dc la IT. G. T., 

T. Salvado 

Secretario de Propaganda 



WANTING TO KNOW 



Remember that time we were 
assaulting up the terraces? »> the 
volunteer said. * Remember bow 
we dashed up under the terrace 
wall, and stuck to it as if wc was 
nailed 011? 

(> Right beside me was young 
Sam. lie hollered out. I said, 
<- What's the matter? » lie said, 
something bit him, and wanted to 
know if be was 'wounded. 

«I said, be should, know better 
than me. but be said be couldn’t 
run around liimsclf and have a 
look, in fact under the circumstan- 
ces lie couldiT even turn round 
safely. Maybe I could see blood 
somewhcrcs. 



« Well, I didn’t see any blood 
and I said so. 

* ’Guess it was a stone or some- 
thing’, he said, and looked pretty 
relieved. He settled down to the 
job again, and so VI id I, and I 
dare say tile matter was passing 
out of his mind the same as mine, 
when suddenly be hollered again. 

I am wounded’ be said. 'Look 
here — Look at this I ’ 

0 lie held out bis band, and there 
was blood on it all right. It came 
from bis shoulder. A bullet bad 
gone right thiough. 

.'So that's bow young Sam got 
to Jienicasim. » 



A decision to assume patronage 
ot the 13th brigade in order to 
' cement the front and the rear » 
was expressed in a letter to the 
brigade by the Local Federation 
of the barcelona U. G. T. This 
letter was published ill the March 
10th issue of Las Xoiirias, organ 
of the l'. G. ' 1 '. of Catalonia. 

Part of the letter reads : 

« The war will still be a hard and 
possibly a long one, it is necessary 
to establish a very strong link bet- 
ween the front and the rearguard, 
a link which will extend from the 
most advanced front line posts to 
the coast of the Mediterranean, all 
fighters, marching and working in 
unison with one final goal In view; 
a victorious war . » 

The letter explains that the I/O- 
c;d Federation nf the F. G. T. has 
decided to adopt the brigade be- 
cause. 

« ...we know your numerous he- 
roic deeds that bear the names of 
the glorious Jarama, Brunete, Bel- 
chite and others, plots of Spanish 
soli on which you have shed your 
blood to help destroy fascism. 

<-Thc T'liions of Barcelona, re- 
presented by this Local Federation 
offers, with its patronage, their 
unconditional wish to assist in 
resolving your necessities in rela- 
tion to the rearguard and has an 
enthusiastic aim to procure mea- 
sures to aid in securing those things 
you need, to which often you can- 
not give your time because of your 
pressing activities. We extend our- 
selves to you in your days of rest 
and offer to acquaint you with 
elements of the rearguard of good 
antifascist character. In addition 
we throw open our Social House 
where you will find a fraternal 
spirit and where you will be atten- 
ded to with generosity and are 
free to come and feel assured in 
finding us always ready to colla- 
borate with you. 

* The I^ocal Federation of the 
V. G. T. of Barcelona wishes to 
l>egin an effective work and is 
happy to announce a proposed 
visit to your general barracks in 
the near future. 

<f We send you our most cordial 
antifascist salutations from the 
Unions of the Barcelona TJ. G. T. 

c For the Local Federation of the 
Barcelona U. G. T. 

T. Salvado 
Secretary of Propaganda 
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LO QUE EL SOLDADO CONQUISTA CON LA BAYO 
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BAYONET. HE HOLDS WITH THE SPADE 
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VAR IAS PERSONALIDADES 
INGLESAS ATESTIGUAN 
QUE EL EX - GENERAL 
QUEIPO DE LLANO IN- 
SULTO EN LA LINEA, A 
INGLATERRA 

(Gibraltar. — Mas do cion pcr- 
sonalidados iin;lcsas residentcs en 
osta plaza asistii-rou ol domingo 
ultimo. en I, a Lmca, al auto en el 
curso del dial el ex general Oucipo 
dc Llano pronuncio una scric inm- 
terrunipida do sandeees iusultando 
a Inglaterra. 

Segun hau manifest ado I os tes- 
tigos. entre los asisUntes a aquel 
auto figuraban un micmbro del 
Consejo lyjecutivo v varios indivi- 
dnos pcrtenecientcs a la « Justicia 
de Pa ?.;■>. Todos los ingleses qne 
se eneontraba 1 presentes cuando 
fhieipo de Llano pronuncia las 
palabrae insult aiido a Inglaterra 
abandonaron el local, regresando 
rapidauient e a (,i hr altar., 

r ▼ TT TTY ▼ ▼ ▼ T W YTTTTTT1 

iCuatro nombres de plata! 

Cuatro Nombres gloriosos 
tiene la XV Brigada, 
cuatro Batallones de hierro 
salieron de sus entrafias. 

Al ano de nacer 
tus cuatro hijos del alma, 
pusieron en alto nivel 
el nombre que tu 
alborozada 

les pusiste al nacer : 

Mackenssl-Pappino 

Ingles, 

Lincoln y Veinticuatro. 

Estos son los cuatro nombres 
que salieron de la Nada. 

Para convertirse en Batallones 
de soldados leales a 
Espana. 

I Contents puedes estar 
madre XV Brigada, 
tus hijos sabcn veneer 
en millares de Batallas I 
^CuAl es el mejor de todos 
cuando luchan con las armas? 
Luchando como Elios luchan 
por la Causa Proletaria, 
no hay diferencla alguna 
son cuatro nombres de Plata. 

I Se grabaron en Brunete t 
I Se grabaron en Jarama ! 

Se grabaron en Quinto y Belchite, 
Teruel y muchas batallas. 

Y quedaron grabadas siempre 
sus cuatro nombres de Plata. 

Y cuando la guerra termine 
con la victoria Proletaria, 

Espana entera cantara * 

a ti XV Brigada 

por tus cuatro Batallones 
grabados en nombres de Plata. 

1 Mackensi-Papplno, 

Ingles, 

Lincoln y Veinticuatro, 
tus cuatro hijos del alma ! 

SANTIAGO LOPEZ 
(XV Brigade IngenierosJ 



FOREIGN MEDICAL AID 



The .Foreign Medical Aid Com- 
mittee began to function in Spain 
a year and a half ago. Today the 
organization has 17 base hospitals 
and 0 mobile surgical units, with 
a total of 5,028 beds; 116 ambu- 
lances of various sizes, 53 large 
trucks, 13 light trucks, 23 touring 
cars, 7 mobile oixrating theatres, 
7 disinfection trucks, and a num- 
ber of gas-proof ambulances. 

There are 163 foreign doctors 
and 68 Spanish doctors in the Fo- 
reign Medical Aid. Among these 
there are rn foreign surgeons and 9 
Spanish surgeons. Vp to Decem- 
ber 31, 1937, the base hospitals 
of the Foreign Medical Aid atten- 
ded to 27,015 wounded and sick, 
most of whom were evacuated 
from Foreign Medical Aid front 
hospitals by Foreign Medical Aid 
ambulances. 

There have l>een a number of 
casualties. Two Divisional Medical 
Commanders, one Brigade Medi- 
cal Commander, and three Batta- 
lion Medical Commanders have 
been killed. One doctor died of a 
contagious disease at the front, 
one died of illness in the rear, and 
one disappeared. A considerable 
number of stretcher bearers, am- 
bulance drivers and others enga- 
ged in auxiliary services have been 
lost. 

In addition to its medical work, 
the Foreign Medical Aid has or- 
ganized seven children’s homes, 
housing more than Coo orphans. 
To help these homes the wounded 
soldiers of the International Bri- 
gades have contributed 200,000 
pesetas. 



The scarcity of tobacco in Spain 
produces many odd phenomena, 
one of which is a certain type of 
small cigarette which is issued to 
the army from time to time. The 
Spaniards call these tilings «Mata- 
quintos », which means « Rooky- 
busters #. To others they are known 
as « Anti-tanks », because they are 
small but very nasty. A third fac- 
tion refers to them as the Asbestos 
brand, for two reasons, one ob- 
vious, the other odious. They say 
that these cigarettes are as good 
as any made in Spain which re- 
mark is in itself a good example 
of war’s unnecessary hardships. 

Tobacco seems a little thing when 
a country is at war, but it 
makes the strain very much easier 
to bear. Those who still smoke in 
peace may not understand how 




SON OF “COWBOY PHILOSO- 
PHER” in Spain. Bill Rogers, who- 
se father, Will Rogers, was known 
to millions throughout the world 
who saw him on the stage and screen, 
has just ended a visit to Spain, du- 
ring which he travelled several 
thousand kilometers throughout the 
country. Through “The Volunteer” 
he sends his best wishes for victory 
to the People's Army, especially to 
the Fifteenth Brigade, and “especia- 
lly to the fellows from the West 
Coast.” Rogers was in Barcelona 
when the intense forty-hour fascist 
bombardment occurred, and he ex- 
pects to do things about It when he 
returns to his native California. 
Among other things, Rogers said that 
support for the Loyalists is growing 
steadily in the States, and that ever- 
yone back home is proud of, and 
follows anxiously, the work of the 
Americans in the Fifteenth Brigade, 



great a pleasure a cigarette can 
give out here. So much so that 
men stop when they sec a ciga- 
rette butt in their path, and if it 
looks any good at all. pick it up 
and add it to- their collection. 

'I'lie army has little, the civilians 
less. An English volunteer wal- 
king with a Spaniard, offered him 
a cigarette from a few he had re- 
ceived in a letter. A11 old peasant 
happened to be passing. The Spa- 
niard handed his cigarette to the 
old man, because, as he afterwards 
explained, the fellow loved a 
smoke but very seldom got one. 

If our friends at home want to 
do us a good turn, to scud tobacco 
is still one of the best. The more 
we receive from home, the more 
is released here for the civilian 
population. 



LAS FAC HA DAS DE LOS 

EDIFJCJOS DE LAS CIUDA- 
DES REBELDES, CUBIER. 
TAS DE FOTOGRAFIAS DE 
MUSSOLINI, HITLER Y 
OLIVEIRA SALAZAR 

Paris. — Tharaud ha publica- 
do en * Paris-Soir * el segundo ar- 
tfculo sobre la Espana facciosa, A 
pesar de ser franquista, Tharaud 
ha quedado iinpresionado por In 
cnorme cantidad de carteles es- 
pectaculares que se encuentran en 
todos los pueblos ocupa ios por los 
facciosos, Estos carteles presentan 
grandes retratos de Hitler, Musso- 
lini y Oliveira Salazar. Mussolini 
est 4 fotografiado en actitudes tea- 
trales. 
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FOUR NAMES OF SILVER 



Four glorious names 
has the Fifteenth Brigade 
Four Battalions of steel 
emerged from its depths. 

In the year since its birth 
your four sons of the soul 
reared to great heights 
the name that you gayly 
gave them at birth : 
Mackenzie-Papfneau, 

English, 

Lincoln, and the Twenty-fourth. 
These are the four names 
that emerged from nothingness 
transforming themselves 
into Battalions of soldiers 
loyal to our Spain. 

You can be contented, 

Fifteenth Brigade, 
for your sons know how to win 
in thousands of battles I 
What is better than fighting well-ai- 
med 

lighting as they fight 
for the proletarian cause? 

There is no difference, 

They are four names of Silver. 
They engraved themselv<rs In Brun- 
ete 

They engraveo themselves at Jarama 

They engraved themselves at 
Quinto and Belchite, 

Teruel and In many other battles. 
And they shall remain engraved 

together forever — 
these four names of Silver: 

And when the war ends 

with the people's victory 

the whole of Spain shall sing of you, 

Fifteenth Brigade ; 

of your four battalions 

engraved in names of Silver ; 

Mackenzie-Papineau, 

English, 

Lincoln and Twenty-fourth — 
your four sons of the soul I 

SANTIAGO LOPEZ 

(15th Brigade Engineers) 
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SPANISH YOUTH. The J. S. U. is in the midst of its great campaign to recruit 
thousands of young people for the army. Its slogan, which has already gone 
far toward complete fulfilment, is: “Raise Two Divisions of Youth in 

Ten Days! 



DOS DIVISIONES DE JUVENTUDES 



Millares y millares de |6venes entusiastas y decididos, 
empunan espontaneamente el fusil para defender sus li- 
bertades amenazadas, para conquistar sus derechos. Son 
voluntaries de la libertad, heroes de nuestra magmfica ju- 
ventud, que, con su esfuerzo, lograra veneer deflnitivamente 
al fascismo. 

Las masas populares del mundo entero Ja juventud 
mundial, que actualmente redoblan su esfuerzo para ayu- 
darnos, saludan a estos nuevos voluntarios. El pueblo an- 
tifascista saluda tambien a esta juventud gloriosa, que 
marca el camino de victoria movilizando sus recursos. Y los 
combatientes, los veteranos y los que acaban de incorpo- 
rarse, sienten elevarse su moral, cuando saben que la ju- 
ventud esta dispuesta a dar todo su esfuerzo, a movilizar 
hasta su ultimo recurso para aplastar al fascismo invasor de 
nuestro sagrado suelo. 

Las dos divisiones de la Juventud, que han encontrado 
eco entusiasta en toda nuestra Espana, en toda Cataluna 
amenazada, van forjandose con el calory el entusiasmo de 
esos millares de jovenes que transmiten por pueblos y ciu- 
dades, por fabricas y talleres, su consigna de victoria; 
j DOS DIVISIONS EN DIEZ DIAS! 
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BRITAIN AIDS 
VOLUNTEERS 

Thu Wounded and Dependants 
Aid Committee of Britains has j ust 
issued a report of its first six 
months work. Up to November 30, 
1937, collided over i.j.ooo 

pounds and t his ha< I been given 
to maintain the families of the 
Britishers with the International 
brigade and to aid the wounded 
who have returned home. 

The fund is oflieiallv supported 
by the Trade Union Congress and 
many muon Executive Committees 
have advised their members to 
give contributions. Among those 
who have donated money ary 
j.ooo local and District. Labour, 
Trade Union and political orga- 
nisations. 

The amalgamated Engineers 
Union Branches have headed the 
list with over y > o (lunations. Otlu r 
Unions which have given consis- 
tuiit support are the Miners, Pail- 
men. Distributive Workers and 
Printers. 

I11 100 factories eolleetions have 
been taken. Some every week. In 
urn- printing works, Odbans Press, 
tlie printers of the Daily Herald, 
the men have suseribed 000 pounds 
in six months. 

Since the: report has been issued 
a Christmas appeal resulted in 
j , 500 pounds being subscribe 1. 
Tiiis enabled the Committee to 
send Christmas pareels to Spain, 
give extra financial assistance to 
the women and children, and or- 
ganise hig Christmas parties at 
which all the children received 
presents. 

The motto of the Committee is 
' So long as the nu n in Spain carry 
oil we also carry on 

H. H. BROWN 



MODESTO CITES XV BRIGADE 



Modesto, commanding the Pifth 
Army Corps, cited the XV Brigade 
for its work outside Teruel while 
the action was in progress. A fur- 
ther compliment was paid to the 
British Battalion for its good dig- 
ging. which saved many lives. The 
honor of being promoted 011 the 
field to their present ranks was 
accorded to Major Smith and Cap- 
tain Diaz of the Mae I kips, and 
Captain Alexander of the British. 
These were the two Battalions who 



took the severest strain of the figh- 
ting in this battle, and suffered 
the heaviest casualties. 

In his note to the Division during 
the action at Segura, General Wal- 
ter said. 

* I am grateful to the soldiers, 
officers and commissars of the two 
Brigades, especially the XVtli, for 
their excellent work, and wish 
them many more victories over the 
fascist hordes. >> 



RALPH FOX 



BEN LEIDER 





ANTI-FASCIST CLUB in Barcelona named in their honor. At a meeting of 
the English-speaking section, the members unanimously voted to name 
their group the Ben Leider-Ralph Fox Club, In memory of two outstanding 
men, one American, the other English, who gave th£ir lives to the fight 

against Fascism in Spain. 



PEASANTS GET 
30 TRACTORS 

The Ministry of Agriculture lias 
purchased 30 tractors which it is 
distributing in the following man- 
ner: 

Six to the farm bools c.-dabli- 
shed by the lnstitv. e of Agrarian 
Reform in Valencia, Cuenca and 
Albacete, where they will be used 
to instruct the peasants in tractor- 
driving. 

Five to Aragon. 

Eighteen to different parts of 
New Casti He. where the prepara- 
tion of the land for the Spring 
sowing is most behind hand. 

One to the (iencral Administrat- 
ion of Prisons, to aid in the work 
of land drainage being carried out 
in 1 110 penal colony of Albatora. 

The use of these tractors will not 
only compensate for the decrease in 
animals working the land, but will 
also accustom the peasants to mo- 
dern agricultural methods ind will 
prepare them for a further develop- 
ment in this respect. 

ARRANGING 

THINGS 

PROPERLY 

The young battalion commissar, 
with a grin as broad as his shoul- 
ders. heard that the fascists had 
struggled into Teruel again. Ilis 
grin grew broader still. 

* Last time they went out of 
that town,# he said, * they left it 
full. If they're coming back in. 
God knows they li find it empty. 
Let’s give them time to fill it up 
Ix-fore we throw them out again.' 
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ONE ORDER IN EVERYONE’S MIND: 

RESIST 

SAYS NEGRIN IN RADIO TALK TO THE NATION 



'(The following is the speech deli- 
vered by Dr . Juan Sfegri n, 

Prime Minister of the Spanish 
Republic , on March, 28, 1938) 

Spaniards : 

The man who is speaking 
to you, as head ami in the 
name of the Cioveriiuicut, has 
a right to demand of you com- 
plete confidence in his words, 
for he repeatedly warned you, 
and in happier times, of the 
approach of days of cruel tests 
such as The extremely difficult 
days through which we are 
at present passing. - - 

We are passing through ‘hard times. The 
invading army has undertaken a very vio- 
lent offensive in which it is employing a 
huge quantity of war material. This often « 
sive, by the very manner in which it is beiujs 
carried out, reflects in reality the frightened 
haste of the invaders to modify the map of 
tiurope in their own favour by annexing Spain 
before they are asphyxiated by the wave of 
indignation which is sweeping the world as 
a result of the designs of the agressors on 
peaceful peoples., Day by day this indignation 
is mounting, and it is beginning to assume 
tremendous proportions. 

But in the very haste with which they are at- 
tempting to convert our country into a co- 
lony lies the seed of their failure because 
our glorious Army, with the entire Spanish 
people at its side, is undertaking to convert 
this haste into a pause. Our soldiers have 
been obliged to abandon positions, but they 



have done this after having 
put up superhuman resistance 
to the combined attacks of the 
foreign air force, artillery, and 
tanks. The invading army has 
been able to verify that ib 
is no easy undertaking, what- 
ever means may be employed, 
to drive back an army like 
our own, consisting of Spa- 
niards who are defending the 
dignity and the independence 
of their country and, at the 
same time, the principles of 
law, justice and peace. These 
principles are dear to all peo- 
ples, and however disdained 
they may be in other parts, 
they retain their everlasting virtue in Spain. 

HEROISM OF THE ARMY AND AIR 

FORCE 

In Upper and Lower Aragon, our soldiers, 
the Spanish soldiers, are carrying out acts 
of heroism which ex ceil £.ny recorded by 
history. Even the foreign press, which is hos- 
tile to us, has been obliged to admit with 
what fortitude and bravery the Republican 
Army has borne the avalanches of fire of the 
foreign air forces and artillery; how our sol- 
diers have fearlessly faced the hundreds of 
tasks of the invaders ; how they have allo- 
wed themselves to be crushed by these tanks 
rather than open the coil of our fatherland 
to them. And the eneinv has not merelv en- 

r V 

countered resistance. The Army of the Repu- 
blic lias fought with such heroism that in 
some battles it has captured Italian priso- 
ners and tanks. And our aviators, the avia- 
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tors who do not machine-gun women and 
children in the rear, but who, outnumbered, 
face the huge air force sent by Italy and 
Germany and, by impeding the barbarous 
action of the efietny in the air, are writing 
pages of glory. 

Our entire people are shaken with pride by 
the heroic deeds of the Army, which shows 
that its soldiers know how to carry themselves 
like Spaniards 

THE WILL TO CONQUER AND THE 
UNITY OF OUR PEOPLE 

This heroism, this unselfishess of the Ar- 
my of the Republic, are merely the reflection 
of the entire Spanish people to cause the 
plans of our country’s enemies to fail. This 
is shared by all honourable Spaniards, by 
all the good and industrious people of our 
country, because they all know what it would 
mean to be reduced to the vile condition of 
colonial vassals of Italian and German fas- 

i 

cism. This is understood by country and city 
workers, by small industrialists, the middle 
class, and the intellectuals. They know that 
it not only means oppression, ruin and mise- 
ry, but also physical annihilation. They know 
well the murders and persecutions carried out 
in the countries where fascism has imposed 
itself and the voices of those who have been 
assassinated in the part of Spain they have 
taken from us resound in their ears. 

The Basques know what fascism has done 
to their country, where all their l^eloved tra- 
ditions have been cruelly trodden under foot. 

The Catalans are not unaware that one of 
the most important aims of our enemies is 
the brutal elimination of the liberties which 
Catalonia achieved following the establish- 
ment of the Republic. They can see this in 
the measures adopted in fascist territory, 
where it is considered a crime to use the Ca- 
talan language. 

This conviction on the part of our people 
of what the triumph of fascism would mean 
far them compels all Spaniards to unite firm- 
ly in order to bar its passage. The Govern- 
ment is continually receiving from all cor- 
ners of Republican Spain, from cities and 
villages, from the fronts and the rear, tes- 
timonies of support and words of encourage- 
ment to continue the struggle undismayed 
until victory is achieved. These messages 
of support are proof that Spain is mobilised 
fott the war, that the Government is receiving 
not only words of loyalty but active support. 

The Spanish people, spurred by their dee- 
pest feeling, love of independence, are doing 
everything they can. 

THIS GOVERNMENT IS A WAR 
GOVERNMENT 

These words of loyality and this active sup- 
port constitute an inexhaustible reserve of 
energy upon which the Government will draw 



and which it will know to use, for it is 
able and wishes to show to its people that it 
knows how to be a war government, a go- 
vernment worthy of the people. 

The effectives of our Army will be increa- 
sed by drawing on the reserves of volun- 
teers who are now presenting themselves. 
Specialised workrs will be incorporated into 
fortification brigades, and in this way a 
double barrier of cement and soldiers will 
be created against which the enemies of 
Spain, of the civilised wdtrld, and of peace, 
will end by destroying themselves. Implaca- 
ble action will be taken against the cowards, 
against the feeble-hearted, and against those 
who are not able to rise to the level of the 
magnificent deeds which the Spanish people 
are performing. In the struggle against these 
elements the Government will be in the lead, 
and I myself at the head of it. 

INVINCIBILITY OF OUR CAUSE 

Let us realise that our strength is incalcu- 
lable. 'The confidence and affection of the 
people for the Government ot£ the Republic, 
which are shown in a: thousand ways, are not 
enjoyed by our enemies. In their rear there 
are millions of Spaniards who do not wish to 
see their country in the hands of foreigners; 
and in the ranks of their Army, not only 
among the soldiers but also among their of- 
ficers there is growing a patriotic feeling, 
as well as a fervent desire that the Republic 
be victorious in spite of all difficulties, so 
that it may guarantee the independence of 
Spain. 

We are more numerous than they, and we 
are fighting for a worthy cause, which can- 
not be conquered either by the steel or by 
the gunpowder which they are receiving from 
abroad, as payment for their treason. 

And to trie people who are! support ; ng us 
and giving us inspiration we of the Govern- 
ment assure ana ratify in full the declara- 
tion made to the Cortes to the effect that 
this is not a Government of [pacts, capitu- 
lations, or compromises. The Government will 
fulfil firmly, without weakness or vacillation, 
the mission it received when it was formed, 
namely, that of defending the independence 
of Spain. And this it will do not only becau- 
se it wishes to honour its word, but because 
it is convinced that by persisting in the de- 
fence of Spain it will achieve victory. The 
military situation is difficult, and we do not 
attempt to conceal this fact. But the difficulty 
is, fortunately, not insuperable. We insist 
that the two foreign nations wh'ch first pro- 
voked the Spanish Civil\ War and whicji 
then converted it into a war of invasion are 
! trying by all possible means within their 
reach to hasten the end. They are in a hurry 
to put au end to the independence of Spain 
because they are convinced, just as we are, 
that time is against them. Every day of re- 
sistance is a day gained for Spain. 
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CATALONIA WILL BE ANOTHER 

MADRID 

i 

The assurances which the 1 Government gave 
the Army regarding war material are not vain 
ones. If there is resistance, there will be war 
material. Or, to pnt it more clearly: if we 
resist, we shall obtain the victory which we 
desire. There must be only one order in 
everyone’s mind: resist! This order is all the 
more sacred in view of the fact that it is the 
mandate of the Spanish fatherland which, in 
these moments of trial, calls to all Spaniards 
alike, upon those fighting at the front and 
those working iu the rear — to resist. The 
summons is final and decisive. All our capa- 
city for sacrifice must be set ow foot. With 
much or with little material, with bread or 
without bread, we must resist. The soldier 
at the front, the worker in the workshop, the 
woman in the home, and the child in the 
school must resist. Every day of resistance 
cause's an upset in the plans of the invaders, 
which they attempt to offset by increasing 
the violence of their air raids on open cities. 
They try to break the morale of the Spanish 
people in order to weaken their spirit and 
to overcome the threat of delay. And now 
they are speculating with the idea that the 
Catalan people are incapable of repeating the 
brave resistance of the people of Madrid. We 
are convinced of the contrary. We place our 
faith in the Catalan people whom wo believe 
to be capable of rivalling all tbc peoples of 

the earth in heroism in the same wav as we 

_ 

were certain of the impregnability of Madrid. 

Catalonia wishes to fulfil her destiny and 
this destiny can be fulfilled only within an 
inde indent and Republican Spain. The very 
spirit of Catalonia is made up of liberal 
ideals. Neither she nor her sons were' made 
for colonial slavery. The invading armies will 
find her determined to put up" a united and 
vigorous resistance. And by this resistance 
Catalonia will save herself and contribute to 
the salvation of Spain. All her material and 
moral energies are urgently demanded, but 
they are demanded with hope. The effort of 
Catalonia willi not be lost just as no effort 
on the part of the Spanish people has been 
lost. We have needed the efforts of all the 
Spaniards in order to make the outside world 
see the Spanish war in its exact setting. 

THE DEMOCRACIES HAVE NOT 

HELPED US 

The democracies of Europe have not desi- 
red or have not been able to spare us suf- 
fering. They denied us what we needed to 
suppress the insurrection, and their denial has 
caused us untold losses of blood' and has had 
the final result of converting this war into a 
war of invasion which is also ai grave menace 
to the peace of Europe. The deception of the 
European democracies has caused' incalculable 
damage to our country. But this damage will 
be small compared to that which will be 



caused to Europe unless, as one may legi- 
timately expect, the democracies of Europe 
decide to emerge from their hiding-place of 
fears and vacillations. This hope, which is 
not only a hope of Spain, but of the whole 
world, cannot be frustrated in Spain. We are 
determined to prolong resistance. We feel 
strong and calm. We ask the soldiers to be 
heroic and we ask the civilian population to 
be confident. Whatever trials the enemy may 
put us to, we ask the people for resistance. 
The 'Government conserves intact the spirit 
in which it was born : it remains faithful 
to the desires of the people. It intents to 
achieve victory and if, as the Government 
is certain, the mobilisation of material re- 
sources and moral energy, for which it calls, 
is responded to with enthusiasm, it will achie- 
ve victory. 

The situation is difficult,, we admit. But 
fortunately for our cause it Ms neither more 
nor less difficult than other painful stages 
which were overcome. And the present stage 
will also be overcome. We shall with a co- 
llective effort rise to the difficulty and re- 
conquer the land we have lost, which is cla- 
mouring for the return of its independence 
Catalonia will help us with her enthusiasm 
as a liberal people to achieve this reconquest. 
Her nerve centre, the proletariat and the 
middle classes, maintain from olden times 
the unbreakable resolution not to yield their 
freedom to the aggression of the invader. Ca- 
talonia has spontaneously raised the order 
to resist. May the whole of loyal Spain imi- 
tate her resolution and copy her firmness* 
May the heroism of the soldiers he answered 
by the heroism of the workers. May the sho- 
vels and the picks help the work entrusted 
to the rifles. May the spirit of the people 
show itself ki an overpowering and decisive 
manner. In short, may the wilt of all, full 
of determination, be concentrated energeti- 
cally on the fronts, where the battle for vic- 
tory is in progress. Resist, resist, and resist! 
Produce, produce, and produce! With every 
day of resistance and labour we achieve a new 
chance of victory. He who deserts his post is a 
traitor. He who allows his will to be broken 
is a traitor. He who utters words of discoura- 
gement is a traitor. Now' that the destinies of 
Spain are at stake, we ean only have a fever 
of heroism and passion for service. In the 
* presence of the world and in the tragic in- 
timacy of our country the Government says 
to all Spaniards : 

On with resistance to the invader! Perse-: 
verance in the defence of our independence! 
By resisting and persevering we shall conquer. 

When it rallies you to* resistance, the Go- 
vernment knows that it is not asking a use- 
less sacrifice of you. Every week, every, day 
which we gain serves to compensate for the 
inequality in material between ourselves ana 
the - enemy. Since I spoke to you. and assured 
you that the prospects regarding an increase 
in war material were favourable, the power 
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of the Republican Army lias increased con- 
siderably. Had this not been so, the present 
resistance would’ not have been possible. It 
is onlv in aircraft that the rhythm has not 
been aceebratcd sufficiently to avoid the su- 
periority of the enemy. Rut our tenacity will 
not yield and we shall also succeed in domi- 
nating them in the air. Hundreds and hun- 
dreds of young 1 Spanish pilots are waiting 
for a plane to be given to them so that they 
can oppose and defeat Italians and Germans. 

THE FARCE OF NON-INTERVENTION 

To those foreigners who still insist on shut- 
ting* their eyes to evidence, who at the begin- 
ning of Non-Intervention denied the arVival 
of German and Italian planes, who declared 
they did not believe our exposure of the 
accumulation of regular Italian and German 
divisions — to kvhicli the Pharassaic name 
of ^volunteers* has been given — who with 
the greatest hypocrisy have coined the ex- 
pression of the annknown submarine* in or- 
der to avoid obligations and compromises, 
who believe that the swarms of enemy planes 
which are razing our land have been spon- 
tanecusly born of themselves, I should re- 
commend, if, as they indicate, they do not 
trust their own information services, that 
they read and verify the concrete data on 
tile arrival of war material and war techni- 
cians formulated today bv our own Miuiste; 
of National Defence. 

Let them reflect whether the German ships 
which unloaded twenty-eight centimeter guns 
in Bilbao and which conveyed modern heavy 
artillery to Pasajes to be placed along the 
Franco-Spanish frontier, and those which have 
transported powerful material, long-range and 
fixed artillery, to Melilla and other places, 
let them reflect, I repeat, whether they be- 
lieve that this material is to be used for 
fighting on the fronts in Aragon, the Centre, 
Levante, or Andalusia. And if they believe 
that the German technicians who are coming 
to settle definitely with their families have 
come for such a long stay merely to assure 
the triumph of the fascist, let us repeat on re 
again : 

That our struggle is not a civil war; it is 
a defence against the invasion and tyranni- 
salion of Spain by foreigners. The error of 
those fascists who believe that their triumph 
would be the triumph of Franco and his Pha- 
lanx is a grave one. No. Their triumph would 
mean the offering up of generations of Spanish 
youth in a future war, who would be sacri- 
ficed in* foreign lands on the altars of Italian 
and German interests. It would mean the ini-, 
quitous slavery of our people by those who, 
ingrained in the belief of a proud superiority 
engendered by their sheep-like servility, feel 
Jntheir heart of hearfs a profound contempt 
for a people whose greatness, nobility and 
virtues they have never learned to under 
stand. 



What is taking place in Spain is not a 
fight of ideologies. Our land is being stained 
with blood as the prelude, which were it not 
for the efforts of our people would be decisive, 
of a dispute' for the hegemony first of Europe 
and then of the world. And whatever may be 
our political and social conceptions, whatever 
may be the soil which we cal? our fatherland, 
every man who feels the pride of his coun- 
try and of his race cannot but arise against 
those who, owing to the fact that they con. 
skier themselves a new chosen people, wish 
to submit the rest to vassalage. Therefore, 
Spain, by" defending herself is defending the 
entire world. 



FAITH IN VICTORY 

Faith in victory, Spaniards ! Spain will not 
allow herself to be devoured. Spain will not 
surrender, and a people who do not surren- 
der cannot be conquered. The conduct of Spain 
is an example for the whole world. And in 
>ill parts it. is already' known that on Spain's 
fate depends the fate of all the free and peace- 
ful countries which are threatened by the 
greed of fascism. I.et certain countries not 
forget that if the battles which the Spanish 
people are today fighting were adverse to us 
in their final results, they would have at 
their back an A.rmv of a million men ready 
« to attack them. 

The world is on our side. Millions of men 
and women in all countries are following our 
struggle with anxiety. The cause of Spain 
today* influences and moves the life of all 
countries which have not bon converted into 
a gaol. I.et us all be worthy' of the admira- 
tion shown to us, of the confidence every- 
where in our victory. Let us show the world 
a noble effort to save our country by haste- 
ning every one of 11s to fulfil the posts in 
in which we are needed. When they see our 
unbreakable determination to conquer, mil- 
lions of people throughout the world will be 
stimulated with new ardour to help us. 

All to the struggle! Let us mobilise all 
our energies ! 

Officers of the Army: Remember that you 
are following the tradition of the heroes who 
in the past know how to destroy the invaders. 

War Commissars: You are the interpreters 
in the Army of the humane and just cause 
which our people are defending. Continue 

vour brilliant record of unselfishness and 

* 

heroism ! 

Soldiers: Continue your heroic defence of 
the soil of Spain. Resist, resist ! Your Go- 
vernment will give you the means to do so 
and the means to attack later and destroy 
the enemy. 

Spaniards; Confidence in triumph. Onwards! 

Long live the Republic! 

Long live Spain ! 
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DEFENSE WORK SWEEPS FORWARD 
AS GOVERNMENT IS STRENGTHENED 
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I CABINET MEMBERS j 

I The new war Government Is now composed of the following ] 
| leaders: I 

| PREMIER AND NATIONAL DEFENSE, don Juan Negrfn j 
| L6pez, (S. P.). | 

| STATE, don Julio Alvarez del Vayo, (S. P.). | 

| GOVERNMENT, don Paulino G6mez S6iz, (S. P.). 

I JUSTICE, don Ramdn GonzAlez Pena, (U. G. T.). | 

I AGRICULTURE, don Vicente Uribe, (C. P.). 

| PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND SANITATION, don Segundo | 
| Blanco GonzAlez, (C. N. T.). | 

I FINANCE AND ECONOMY, don Francisco Mlndez Aspe, I 
I (L. R.) I 

i PUBLIC WORKS, don Antonio Velao Ohate, (L. R.) i 

1 COMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT, don Bernardo Giner 1 
| de los Rios, (U. R.). i 

1 LABOR, don Jaime Aguadl, (L. R. of C.) I 

| MINISTERS WITHOUT PORTFOLIO, don Jos6 Giral, (L. f 
| R.), and D. Manuel de Irujo, (Basque National Party). | 

HIGH POSTS 

! SUBSECRETARY OF FINANCE, don Adolfo Sixto Hontin. I 
1 SECRETARY- GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY FOR NATIO- | 
I NAL DEFENSE, don Juli&n Zugazagoitia (Ex-Minister | 

| of Government of the previous Government. | 

I THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS OF SUBSECRETARIES j 

HAVE BEEN MADE: 

| STATE, don Quero Molares i 

f AVIATION, don Carlos Nunez Mazas | 

MARINE, don Alfonso JAtiva 
I ARMY, don Antonio Corddn 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, don Puig Elias 
1 DIRECTORGENERAL OF PROPAGANDA, dOnJavierBuenO I 
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A Cabinet meeting was held in 
the residence of the Prime Mi- 
nister with the object of handing 

over the portfolios to the mem- 
bers of the new Government. 

At its conclusion the follo- 
wing note was handed to jour- 
nalists : 

e Now that the Government has 
been reorganised it addresses! 
itself to all those Spaniards, at 
the front and in the rearguard, 

as w.ell as in rebel territory, who 
are struggling against the armies 
of the invader. The Government 
proclaims its absolute det elimi- 
nation to continue the war for 
the independence of Spain until 

it has freed all Spanish soil from 
those who have attacked and in- 
vaded it, assisted by the most 
monstrous i nteruational conspira. 
<y that the world has ever seen. 

In this determination, it counts 
on its People's Army, which on 
tlie Centre Front, in Estremadu- 
ra, in Andalusia and in Eevante, 
is not only holding its positions! 
with invincible firmness, but 
these days is undeniably proving 
its strong offensive spirit by en- 
thusiastically coming to the aid 
of the more threatened sectors. 

As regards Catalonia, the he- 
roism witli which our soldiers are 
fighting on the Eastern Front is 
a sign of their iron-like tenacity, 

and the German and Italian ar- 
mies, deceived by the easy suc- 
cesses of their first advances, 
have as yet no idea of what tue 
war for the freedom of Catalonia 
will be like. 

It remains for Catalonia to mo- 
ve the wrld with an impetus 
which will halt the enemy and 
put a stop to the fascist atroci- 
ties;, tlie mass executions, the 

bombing of the civilian popula- 
tion and the regime of slavery 
which makes men into pawns ; 
:m c n c i n y which lias so outraged 




Spanish feelings by the foreign 
• totalitarian methods of war* and 
which hopes to make this glorious 
Catalonia a victim of its frenzied 
hate. 

In order to rise to the level of 
the heroism of our troops and to 
assure them that none of their sa- 
crifices will be in vain and that 
they shall l>c led to victory by 



men resolved at all costs to win 
the war, the Government at to- 
day’s meeting lias decided not 
only to bring about a ^concen- 
tration of tbe Nation’s forces, 
but also to make the entire 
weigher of Republican law fall 
pitilessly and instantaneously on 
the traitors nml on the cowards. 

Tlie Prime Minister, who ie 



also Minister for National Defep-- 
ec, has demanded and obtained 
from tlie Cabinet the maximum 

authority to act both in punish- 
ing th use who deserve to be pu- 
nished and in purging the key 
positions which are essential for 

victory, with the speed and the 
energy which the gravity of the 
circumstances demands. 

For the execution of all this 
the Government feels, that it fc 
empowered with supreme autho- 
rity, which it derives from the 
elements of which it is composed, 

i.e. from the fact that it is a true 
Government of national unity. . 

In foreign affairs the Cabinet 
has taken cognizance of the wor- 
ding of a note addressed to the 
French and British Governments. 

The Government of the Repu- 
blic, which is full of . confidence 
iv. victory and inspired bv the 
idea of a Spain of the future 
free from all foreign domination, 
in greeting the combattants of 
the Army, the Air Force and the 
Fleet, proudly welcomes those 
thousands of soldiers of the Army 
of the East, who, after crossing 
into France, demanded a post of 
honour in the lines of fire. These 
men arc, for those who think only 

of saving themselves, an example 
of patriotism which should streng- 
then the will of all in the land 

we are defending ; while for those 
abroad, who feign ignorance of 
the real ^ state of opinion of the 

Spanish people, they are a de- 
monstration which equals any ple- 
biscite. 

The Government of the Repu- 
blic, confident of the enthusiastic 
collaboration of the entire Spa- 
nish people, does not plunge into 
a mass of words, but immediately 

set to work and begins from this 
moment to work as a war Go- 
vernment.* 
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RICARDO DIAZ 

of the 



MAC - PAPS 



When 1 asked Capt. Diaz to give 
me his life story, he smiled and 
said it was unimportant. This time 
Capt. Diaz was wrong. The lives 
of all anti-fascists arc important 
in these decisive days, especially 
those who have proved themselves 
capable of lcaderbhip where the 
struggle has sharpened to war. 

Ricardo Diaz is small, but tough. 
He was born into a family where 
the cause of the working class was 
already a tradition. Diaz entered 
into liis tradition and never found 
a reason to turn aside. In early 
days he came up against that op- 
position to those who stand up for 
the rights of the workers which 
all of us have encountered in one 
form or another. These experiences 
toughen a man, but at the same 
time they make him more human. 
Diaz has learned the value of good 
comradeship; his toughness is not 
the hard brutality of the man who 
fights only for himself. Diaz greets 
you with an unaffected air of 
welcome that makes you feel he 
likes you as much as you like him. 

H is first years were spent in 
Africa. His father worked as a 
mason in Tangier, and occupied 
his spare time with political work. 
Young Ricardo followed suit, and 
before long was serving on a Com- 
mittee of Action, which, as its 
name suggests, continually and 
inevitably collided with the opposit- 
ion. As a result Ricardo had seve- 
ral prison sentences to his credit 
before the Civil War broke out, 
and was well acquainted with the 
fascist mentality. 

When he heard that military 
rebellion had broken out in Spain, 
he sailed for Barcelona and enlisted 
in the militia. His unit marched up 
to the Huesca front, armed mainly 
with sticks. We who know the 
Republican Army as it is today 
woud imagine that without rifles 




nobody could hold a position, let 
alone advance. The militia advan- 
ced. Capt. Diaz states that the 
defending troops were men of the 
Civil Guard, and at the first ap- 
proach of opponents who clearly 
meant business they ran away. One 
hill held out. and then the militia 
were stumped, until the Durruti 
Column came np with rifles and 
stormed the position. 

Diaz left Aragon and was sent 
oown to Madrid, where he joined 
the newly-formed i-jth lnternatio- 
r;d Brigade His fluent command 
i - 1 ~ French was a useful talent 
: e-mug tin- French volunteers, lie 




could also speak to the Moor in 
their own language when the priso- 
ners started coming in. These were 
the days when the Moors crept up 
at night and used their knives ; 
they where also the days when the 
Moors fell in hundreds in front of 
our machine guns, while Madrid 
stood triumphantly untaken. 

In course of time Diaz was sent 
to the Officers’ School of the 
Internationals, and after working 
through the course went on to join 
the new MacPap Battalion at the 
training camp. He came up with 
lhis battalion to join the XV Bri- 
gade and went into action at Fuen- 
tes, after which he received Lieute- 
nant's rank. 

In the action at Terucl in 
January he was one of three of- 
ficers of our Brigade who received 
the special honour of being promo- 
ted on the field, under recom- 
mendation from Modesto, com- 
manding the Fifth Arniv Corps. 
H is company occupied the danger- 
ous position on the Battalions 
flank. There are men in that 
company who state that they owe 
their lives to Diaz and two or 
three others, who at great risk to 
themselves took up a position from 
which they were able to protect 
tl ic withdrawal of this group with 
effective covering fire. Subse- 
quently in the attack on Atalayn 
Diaz’s company was select vd pi gn 
forward as advance guard because 
it was considered an especially 
readable unit. At i he present lime 
Capt. D'az is acting commander 
of the MaePap> while Major Smith 
is away. 

I asked him for his estimate of 
the present military -i mat ion. lie 
smiled again and said he was no 
prophet: but it looked to him as if 
Franco was making a big pti-di 
under orders from his makers in 
Germany and Italy, who wanted 



the war won quickly and their 
material returned. If that is the 
case, he went on, our first and all 
— important dutv is to make our 
lines impregnable in the face of all 
fresh fascist efforts — in other 
words, to fortify and stand firm. 
Franco’s strength will break on our 
solid resistance, and his masters’ 
wishes will drove impossible to 
carry out. Meanwhile his temp- 
orary successes i:ave done us one 
good turn. They have awaken those 
elements inthe rearguard w ho were 
still sleeping. From now on we 
chall see better coordination and a 
faster rate of work. Strengthened 
in the rear and fortified in the 
front, wc shall weaken the power 
of the fascist drive, and finally 
turn it until wc press forward 
ourselves and hasten the da}' of 
victory. 

“And then?’’ I a>ked. “What do 
you plan to do when the war has 
been won?’’ 

This time Capt. Diaz laughed 
outright. He said that he was far 
too busy to think about what he 
would do after the war. He had 
a “no via” in Africa. He would 
marry her and return to Spain to 
continue working for the Spanish 
p< ople. There would still be much 
to do. More thant tha lie could 
not say. 




LA OCUPACION 
ALEMANA DE LA 
ESPANA REBELDE 

Londres, 25. — La revista con- 
servadora National Review comeii- 
ta en su numero de febrero, que 
acaba de publicarse, la incautacidn 
al eman a de los recursos mineros 
de la Espana rebelde en los ter- 
minos siguientes : 

♦Los alemanes no ban derro- 
chfido sus esfuerzos ; no apoyan al 
general Franco mAs que en benefi- 
cio propio. Todo lo que diccn acer- 
ca de la * derrota del bole her is mo ■> 
es s 61 o para convencer a los ton- 
tos de aquf y de otros sitios. Ale- 
mania ha visto en d6nde estaba 
su suerte, y la aprovechado. Si la 
guerra continua, basta puede tener 
colonias. pucs estA pro fund amen te 
arraigada en los territories espa- 
noles de Fltramar, y, aunque el 
general no desee desprenderse de 
estos territories, puede, como Fe- 
lipe V, verse obligado a hacerlo. • 

* * * 

Hay, por lo menos, cuatro 
o cinco organ izaciones alemanas, 
rauy activas y poderosas, que tra- 
bajan para asegurar el control de 
los mas importantes yacimientos 
de mineral ae hierro en la Espa- 1 
na rebelde v en el Marruecos es- 
panol. 

La revista aiiade qne la Compa- 
nfa principal parecc ser la * Isma * 
cuyo personal tecnieo dirigente 
estA const itufdo por expertos qui- 
raicos e industrials experiment a- 
dos que hablan espanol. 



THEY MUST 



Comrades, we are . in the midst, of 
lies in our power to resist. Trained Mu 
tanks and aviation, are plowing the 1: 
barbarous rule of fascism on the gnu 
Catalonia will never allow itself t 
are mobilizing at a feverish pace to e< 
dependence. 

The Spanish people know wdiat 
know that by capitulating to the me 
would be giving themselves up t*> tin 
Italv ; tlx \ would be sacrificing tie 
jurisdictional rights and their langu.-,^ 
oppressors; they, would lose their m 
tioiCs riches for social purposes • C 
Already our men at th. fro u 
rif 1 s, new cannons and more equip 
v but a vast improvement has takei 
Wi . The greater the resistance siiowi 
be had for our soldiers. 

The unmistakcable motto today 
and FORTIFY ON THE SPOT. 

Seventeen months ago Madrid f; 
ring now . But this brave people not 
the city, but drove ahead to iutliet a 
ilajaru. II hat the Madnleitos could do 
now. Madrid was saved not by a m > 
firm determination not to let than />" « 
The fascists are frantically ti> 
must not be allowed to take auot hoi 



the Republic of Spain, and the 1 
whole civilized world. RESIST ’■ 



n! 
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Ksta misma organization posee 
el manopalio de la exportation del 
mineral de hierro del Marruecos 
espanol. Los agentes alemanes tra- 
bajan de acuerdo con los abastece- 
dores germanos de material de 
gnerra — aviones, ametralladoras, 
rieles y armamento de todas clases 
— a los rebeldes, y como ni unos 
ni otros tienen dinero para pagarse 
mutuamente, han finnado un am- 

E lio acuerdo de clearing, a fin dc 
quidar sus deudas y crcdit&s. 
Los ingleses han sido recientemente 
antorizados para procurarse una 
pequena cant i dad de mineral de 
hierro, merced a la intervention 
del general Franco, y a asegurarse 
divisas extranjeras ; pero, sepA- 
moslo o no, el control de todos los 
cargamentos de mineral de hierro 
esta sometida a la aprobacion de 
la compania * Isma », que posee 
el monopolio de £ste. 
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NOT PASS! 

■ritieul days. The future of our victory 
tan infantry aided by corps of artillery, 
h fields of free Spain and posting their 
'id they occupy. 

i lie dominated by fascism. Its people 
me to the defense of their national in- 



: would mean to lose the war. They 
mights of the invading army, they 
colonization schemes of Germany and 
autonomus regions, their traditions, 
freedom to their former landlords and 
v social legislation, the use of the na- 
vulture, liberty and lire itself. 

< received more war material : new 

at. Tliis is of course not adequate as 
]' ive. More - much more is on the 
menders, the more equipment c’nn 

nust be: RESIST AT ALL COSTS 



ed the same difficult days we arc fit- 
ly crushed the enemy at the gates of 
nody defeat to the Italians at Guaria- 
i those hard days we can and must dn 
le, but by desperate J/rs/.s/tn/n’ and a 



o break otir lines of resistance. The}* 
ip forward. Too much is at stake : — 



-m uul liberties of the peoples of the 
i EVERY OUNCE OF STRENGTH ! 



"WITH HIS OWN BODY 
HE SHIELDED ME..." 



Attached to the Hritish Battal- 
ion when \vc went into action at 
Kuentcs dc Kbro last October were 
two American comrades, Sam Ka- 
plan and another (whose name I 
never Knew), whose great courage 
in volunteering to get me to safety 
when I was badly wounded cost 
them their lives. Realising that my 
condition was bad. Lieutenant F. 
Morris f rom Wales and another 
English comrade decided they 
would place me on a stretcher, and 
with the assistance of the two 
Americans, who were to act as re- 
lays, make a dash for the ambu- 
lance which was located in a sun- 
ken road some 400 metres from the 
trench. 

We started from the ambulan- 
ce, hut we had hardy begun to mo- 
ve when suddenly we were met by 
a burst of machine gun lire from 
the fascist lines. The only thing 
that could be done then was for 
the stretcher-bearers to take me to 
a patch of ground where J would 
lie comparatively safe from their 
fire, and this w r as accordingly done. 

But almost immediately the two 
American comrades fell, one killed 
outright, and the other, Sam Ka- 



plan of Brooklyn, N. V., mortally 
wounded. 

Turning off tlve stretcher on to 
the ground, I received another bu- 
llet in the arm. but it was slight. 
Fortunately it did not penetrate the 
limb ; it just grazed through the 
fleshy part. 

As I crawled along the ground, 
attempting to make the trench 
again. I reached Sam Kaplan, who 
by this time was bleeding profu- 
sely from the nose and mouth. 
With what may have been his last 
breath, he told me, in a forced 
whisper, to get my head close down 
near his chest, as another bulle^ 
wouldn’t make any difference to 
him any more but night kill me. 
With his own Ixxly he sielded me 
from harm. 

As long as I live and breathe, 
[ will carry on the fight for which 
Sam Kaplan lived and died. And I 
will always remember this Ameri- 
can comrade whose great courage, 
even as he lay there dying, made it 
possible for me to carry on, and to 
white these words. 

JOHN PATTERSON 
A'o. [. Company British Battalion 

ryh. Brigade. 







UN MANIFESTO DE LAS 
SOCIEOADES ESPA- 
NOLAS DE TAMPA 



Las sociedadcs^ espanol as resi: 
dentes en Tampa* (Estado de Flo- 
rida. — Estados Vnidos de Ame- 
rica), hail redactado un importante 
manifiesto, que suscriben cl Centro 
Espanoi el Centro Asturiano, los 
Caballeros Leales de America y 
Action (lallego. 

* Nuestra Patria estA invadida 
por tropas extranieras — afirnia el 
manifiesto — , de lo que son unicos 
y verdaderos responsables los trai- 
dores a Espana, los fascistas, los 
rebeldes al legftimo Gobicrno de 
la RepAbllca. * 

MAs adelante, entre otras cosas, 
el luanifiesto dice : 

« No es posible que haya vacila- 
ci6n algunaen la actuacion de los 
espanoles de America : la indife- 
rencia seria tan criminal eomo el 
apoyar a quienes, excusAndose en 
falscs pretextos, pretendeii hacer 
de nuestra Patria unpafs para. sus 
explotaciones colonialcs. I, os espa- 
noles de America que, al abando- 
nar el suelo patrio, lo hiei 1110s en 
busca de ambientes donde uuestros 
esfutrzos pudieran traducirse en 
mejoras de liuestras vidas, nega- 
rfanics nucstras condiciones dc 
hombres de trabajo, de liombrs 
amantts de la libertad, si no acu- 
diesemos a ponemos al lado del 

F -ueblo del eual sal i 1110s un dfa. 
loy, ante los liechos coniproba- 
dos, solo pueden persistir en el en- 
gafio aquellos cegados por odio lo 
l>or la IhconscientSa que no quieren 
aceptar tales liechos. » 

l‘.l manifiesto liace seguidaniente 
un llainaniieiito a la union dc todos 
los espanoles resident cs en Ame- 
rica, para prestar ayuda al pueblo 
espanol invadido por el fasrisino 
iuternacional. 

Sc sabe que son ya muclias las 
cuti( lades y particulares espanoles 
que bail correspondido coil su en 
tusiasta adhesion al manifiesto de 
las sociedades hispanas dc Tampa 
y que este llainainiento ha desper- 
tado viva simpatfa iuehiso en los 
scctores mas alejados de la eon- 
tienda cspaiiola. 



UN CALUROSO SALUDO 
DEL MAYOR ATTLEE A LOS 
SOLDADOS DE LA COMPA- 
NIA QUE LLEVA SU NOMBRE 



El mayor C. R. Attlee, jefe de 
la oposicion parlamentaria bri- 
tanica, que tan iiiequivocamente 
ha demostrado su simpatia a la 
causa rejnibHcana cspaiiola, ha 
dirigido recientemente al capitan 
de la compania * Major Attlee i >, 
de las Krigadas InternacionaJes, 
una carta en la que se declara 
complacido sobremanera por haber 
lcido la meiicidn especial que de 
esa compaiiia se liace en la orden 
del, dia por su notable actuacion 
en la batalla de Ternel. 

Antt riorimiite, cl mayor Attlee, 
con oeasion dc su visita a la Fs- 
pana rcpublicaiia, en el pasado di- 
ciembre, habia hecho llegar sir 
saludo en tusiasta a las Brigadns 
Inteniacionales, y cu especial al 
batalldn britanico, niostraurlose 01- 
gulloso del prestigio que habian 
sabido ganar sus compatriotas cn 
la India por la lilnrtad y la inde- 
pendence de Kspafia, y pro me - 
ticndolcs dar testimonio lid, .1 su 
regrtso a Inglatcrra, dc cuanto i-n 
nuestra patria h'-'bia visto. 
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CANADA PAYS TRIBUTE TO 15TH BRIGADE 




Above is shown the stage of the Massey Hall meeting In Toronto, 
Canada, at which the first anniversary of the 15th International 
Brigade in Spain was celebrated. Draped across the back of the 



stage was a huge banner carrying paintings of Mackenzie and 
Paplneau, while the four large portraits were those of Neilo 
Makela, Joe Dallet, Bob Kerr and Ed Cecll-Smlth, 






BRITISH VOLUNTEER’S STORY 
OF CAPTURE AND ESCAPE 



Sn down the mad we inarched, 
and when we came in >ight ot the 
bridge we observed a I indy of men 
about fifty strong on the side ot 
the mad. I halted the hoys and 
detailed a patrol of six to go ahead 
and find out who they were. I told 
voung Luis Sanchem to go with 
the patrol to do the talking (he 
was our Spanish l'< ditieal Adju- 
tant). The patrol moved ahead 
slowly, too slow, in tact, for my 
liking, so I walked up after thgni. 
followed by Bobby Walker. Joe 
Norman and Harry Dobson. 

When we got in line with this 
group about fomVcti of them ea- 
ino onto the road witlt rifles poin- 
ted at ns, shouting M .Manos arri- 
ha ! ” They then lined us up and 
started frisking u< for guns. Whi- 
le ill is was going nuc of ihcin 
was demanding ni< nicy, watches 
rid pistols. 

'There we were, stood up reach- 
ing in)- the -ky. when T hapjjened 
Pi catch Bnbhy Walker's eye. 

■'What an- they. Sam. fascists?" 
raid linbhy. I nodded. 

"<>. K." he whispered. “Yes", 1 
said, “lei it go". 

'Then wham! Bobby's fi>t elev- 
ated the chin of the nearest fascist 
and then the fun started. I kicked 
1 1 ic lcg< from under one, Dobson 



hit one with a tin of bully in a 
sandbag and everybody in a bunch 
contributed to the free fi K l«t. What 
with fists and teet flying and guns 
a- popping it was mal lively. 

We all managed to get away. 



with the exception of young San- 
chez. Hobby had to swim the Ebro 
and finished on the road naked. 
Hut nevertheless O. K. The rema- 
inder of us arc stilt arguing which 
of us heat Jose Owens’ record. 




No ceder un solo palmo de terreno 
al enemigo. Defender bien cada posicion 
conquistada. Mantener fuertes nuestras ti- 
neas. Fortificar, fortificar, fortificar. Es el. gran 
deber del soldado, mandos y comisarios. 



POST CARD 
FROM SPAIN 

ADDRESSED TO ALABAMA 

Lincoln-Washington Battalion, 
April, 1938 

Dear Folks at home: 

I went out this raornin'. 

Old shells was a-fallin’, 

Wistlin* and a-fallin' 

When I went out this mornln*. 

I’m way over here 
A long ways from home, 

Over here in Spanish country 
But I don't feel alone. 

Folks over here don't treat me 
Like white folks used to do. 
When I was home they treated me 
Just like they treatin' you. 

I don't think things*!! ever 
Be like that again : 

I done met up with folks 

Who'll fight for me 

Like I’m lightin' now for Spain. 



Salud, 



Johnny 

LANGSTON HUGHES 
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G. H. Q. OF THE ARMY OF THE EAST 
REORGANIZED AND STRENGTHENED 



The Ministry of National De- 
fense has completely rcconsitu- 
ted the General Staff of the Ar- 
my of the East. 

General Don Sebastian I’u/.as 
is no longer in command of the 
Army of the East, but is repla- 
ced by Lt.-Col. Don .Tuan l*erea. 
Eduardo Castillo, Commissar of 
the Army of the East, is repla- 
ced bv Don Ignacio Mankedn. 

The Chief of Staff of the Army, 
Lt.-Col. Javier Linares, is repla- 
ced by Major Don Anieetd Car- 
vajal. 

The Defense Ministry’s note 
states : 

■The troops of the Army of 
the East are hereby divided in- 
to two main sectors. The North- 
ern Sector will be commanded by 
I.t.-Col. Don Javier Tana res, and 
the Southern Sector by Lt.-Col. 
Don Antonio Cordon (since this 
note was issued, Ll.-Col. 'Cordon 
has been given the post of Cnder- 
sccrctary of War in the new go- 
vernment). The Commisar of the 
Northcn Sector will be Don Ma- 
nuel .Molina Mateii, and the Com- 
missar of the Southern Sector, 
Don Joaquin Almcndros Jime- 
nez.* 

With these changes, and with 
the steady arrival and accumula- 
tion of more and better mate- 
rial of war of alj kinds, the 
Command is expected to streng- 
then materially the situation on 
all fronts within the \x-ry near 
future. 



Soldiers: Continue your 
heroic defense of the Soil 
of Spain. Resist, resist! Your ? 
Government will give you 
the means to do so, and the 
means to attack later and 
destroy the enemy. f 

Spaniards: Confidence in 
triumph. Onwards! 

Long live the Republic! 

Long live Spain! 

Dr. JUAN NEGRIN 



i-f f '■! i|f lilTM f rich ■ I ■: Mil lb ' • 




VOLUNTEERS 

RECRUITED 

In view ol the initiative of cer- 
tain political parties and *’ade 
union organizations to ei. on. v 
the recruiting of volunteers, the 
Minister of National Defense in 
l lu- ( '.azette, published an order 
dated April l, 1938, laying down 
conditions for the enlistment of 
volunteers. 

They must lie between the ages 
of 17 and 45 and not included in 
Ilk- levies already ca'lcd up for 
military service. They must. lef- 
tover, undertake to serve i:i tin 
Army until the war is over. 

Enlisting may be done in pla- 
ces where tin re is 110 official mi- 
litarv representative, through the 
local Municipal Council, 



JOHN LITTLE BRINGS 

GREETINGS OF U. S. YOUTH 

bringing with him the greetings and solidarity of thousands 
of young Americans, John Little, N. Y. State Executive Secretary 
of the Y. C. L., arrived in Spain last week for an extended visit 
during which he hopes to spend as much time with the men of the 
Fifteenth brigade as his munv self-imposed jobs will permit. 

Little entered Spain 011 April », bringing with him a shipment 
of 1 .000,000 A merican eigarels and ten hu ge crates of personal 
packages for the Americans in the brigade - - tangible expressions 
of Du- aforementioned greetings and solidarity. He plans to gel 
all the information necessary to insure continuous communication 
between 11s and our friends at home, and to report back to the Friends 
of the Lincolns on what is mo 4 needed by tile men. The ship- 
ment of cigarets, incidt nlally, is n gift of the National Executive 
Coi mni tee of l lie Y. C. L. 

You wiili pmbahly have already seen and spoken with Comrade 
Little by the time this numhcir of 7 Tic Lo/h 11/rrr reaches the bri- 
gade. And, if all goes well, you will also have received that per- 
sonal package. As for the cigarets, everybody, including Comrade 
Little, is moving mountains in the effort l<> speed them to the 
brigade - and at the same time ho] dug for the best. 

Six weeks is the period of lime John Little plans to remain 
with us — and judging from his first week, the entire stay will 
be a crowded one. He bus already seen and interviewed members 
of the- J. S. C. ; he has been with the English-speaking comrades 
in oik- of the new I. TL hospitals not far from bareclbna, and he 
lias been up to the Leridu front, visiting the Campesinos with se- 
veral Cubnn-Amcr iean comrades. 

Tt was on his trip to Farida that he got Ins first first-hand taste 



CANNONS AND PLANES FOR SPAIN! 

pog* 3) 



of the Spanish war. Approaching 
the town, they drove right into 
one of those accurate artillery 
barrages that seem to box up a 
moving bodv wherever it goes. 

{Continued on paj« 5) 



FASCIST BOMBS 
KILL 10,000 KIDS 
BEHIND LINES 

The following statistics show 
the number of children who have 
fallen victims to fascist bombard- 
ments from July :93b to the end 
of March 193S : 
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SPANISH PEOPLES FRONT MESSAGE 
THANKS PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN 



BORDER INCIDENT 
PROVES LOYALTY 
OF OUR SOLDIERS 




Heartfelt thanks were expressed 
to the people of England by the 
Spanish People’s Front for their 
-> troll" sympathy to the Loyal 
in a message signed by 7 
pohijral antitrade union organi- 
/.at ions recently. The message is 
signed by the’ following parties 
and Trade Union bodies: Repu- 
lilitan Fnion Party, I,eft Repu- 
blican Party, Socialist Party, Com- 
munist Party, General Union of 
Workers, National Confederation 
of Labor, and the Iberian Anar- 
chist Federation. 

The mess.'V’c follows : 

The Spanish People's Front, the 
symbol of Spanish Democracy, 
wish to testify to the people of 
F.ngland their gratitude for tile 
tremendous interest they are ta- 
king in our cause. The Spanish 
Pi-oplc's Front know very well 
: hat t lie sympathy shown to them 
by the people of England is little by 
1 it tie opening the eyes of the world 
» an understanding of the real 
’ leaning of our struggle and of the 
lanuiise responsibility the demo- 
at ic nations have taken upon 
nisei ves by the way in which they 
.or abandoned us. The people of 
n gland, like allother peoples, are 
of blame. It is sufficient for 
to know that we have been 
, nperl v understood by the mass 
I the V.nglish ]>eople for our faith 
be strengthened and for 0111 
Hmsiasni to increase. We are 
vorv !-oni*eriied. as is only logical, 
with the outcome of our struggle. 
JSut we are even more concerned 
that the topics should uphold our 
cause, although we regret that, for 
notorious difficulties, they cannot 
help us in the necessary degree. 
We desire victory and we shall 
struggle for this, llut we wish our 
triumph to have the support 01 tie- 
free peoples and the approval » ’ 
tlie democratic masses. Therefore 
the support of the people of En- 
gland is more than comforting to 
us and strengthens our unlninding 
determination to conquer. In view 
of the fact that we wish to 
conquer and l>ecause we desire 
that tomorrow our victory may 
mean brotherhood, confidence and 
friendship between ourselves and 
all peoples, the support of these 
peoples to-day forms a compro- 
mise which binds 11s as strongly 
as moral ties .which for 11s are of 
the greatest value. 

It is surprising that the old na- 
tions, which by force of hard and 



tl was walking along the road 
beyond Tortosa*. tlu- refugee with 
his arm in an airplane splint told 
its, ■when the fascist planes came 
over. I started to run toward the 
the field, but before 1 could make 
it 1 felt a sharp pain in my arm, 
and I fell down. It hurt, not as 
much as now, but still it hurt. 1 
1 m auil my head to look — and 
tin 1 e were three planes. Two of 
tlu m wer, high up, one pretty 
low. The latter evidently saw me 
niov< , Iwcauso it returned again 
and again t" the open field where 
T was lyug, exposed, and threw 



cruel struggles have throughout 
history proved themselves symbols 
of our civilisation, should not 
clearly understand why the Spa- 
nish Republic, which took upon 
itself the task of transforming our 
country by lawful methods, is sus- 
taining this struggle, which was 
begun by ]>eople who wished to 
prevent Spain from attaining a 
higher standard of living and 
which has since been converted 
into a war of invasion. 

Spain was a country where mi- 
sery alone thrived. All our sold- 
iers have experienced the terrible 
cruelty of the condition in which 
they were held. For the majority 
of them, facing death at the front 
is far less of a martyrdom than 
their former way of living. It was 
harder to win woik ill order to live 
than it is to win jiositions in a 
battle. The only crime of the Spa- 
nish Republic was that it wished 
Spain to cease Ix-iiig a feudal state 
ai; to attain standards of justice 
which "ther l>coplcs enjoy. This 
the peopl* of England achieved 
centuries ago and so did tile ixo- 
plc of France ai me i ;, 'ic of their 
Revolution. Hut even ill order o. 
achieve such a noble, end we did 
not resort to violence. It was our 
enemies who resorted to violence. 
Unable to defeat us, they had to 
have recourse to other nations and 
preferred to sell their country rat- 
her than to tolerate the fact that it 
should be made more liveable. 
There is only one crime, if any, of 
which the Spanish people may be 
accused. Namely, that of having 



Luckily, they all lauded wild, 
and I got only a few fragments 
of shrapnel. Finally I lav per- 
fectly still, expecting i-vcrv mo- 
ment would be my last. That sa- 
ved me. Thinking, cvidcntlv. 
that I was dead, the plane sped 
off. 

• Heroic battle, that was», he 
ended. t.\ fascist plane, with ma- 
chine guns and bomb grenades, 
against a single, unarmed man. 
Now I know what Mussolini 
means when lie makes speeches 
about Fascism's heroes. » 



waited so many centuries to put 
an end to their wretched condition. 
The people of England did not 
wait so long and for that reason 
they are to-day in the vanguard 
of civilzation. Faithful to their 
traditions, the English i>coplc mi- 
derstand us, encourage us and. as 
far as possible, support us. And 
this encouragement, which for as 
is an inducement, is proof of the 
fact that wc are fighting for jus- 
tice, that wc are sacrificing our- 
selves for the triumph of Democra- 
cy ami that we are serving a desire 
for freedom. Our respect for these 
ideals is shared not only by Un- 
people of England, but by the peo- 
ples of the whole world. 

(Continued on Pace 6) 



NEWS BRIEFS 

OF 

THE WEEK 

TRADE UNION DELEGATION 
CALLS FOR END OF EMBARGO 

; UMioN, A delegation re- 
presenting dn Gi-m-ral Council 
of Trade Unions visiieu Ford Ha- 
lifax to demand the lifting ol lb ■ • 
embargo of arms exportation to 
Republican Spain. 

Lord Halifax, whose pro-Hit- 
ler tencFneits are will known 
explained to them in detail the 
point of view of tlu- Bri'is’i Go- 
\ eminent. 



WALES MINERS THREATEN 
GENERAL STRIKE FOR SPAIN 

A number of Wales Trade 
Union leaders have announced 
that they will call a general strike 
of all the mines in Wales if the 
British Government doesn’t soon 
abandon its policy of ■non-in- 
tervention* toward the Spanish 
( iovern incut. Tlu- Executive 
Council of the Wales Federation 
has passed a resolution in which 
it declares that it is necessary 
to fend immediate aid to the 
Republican Government, so as 
to permit it to buy the necessary 
war material to defend herself 
and crush fascism. 



On April ’ the Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense issued the follo- 
wing note : 

• Three days ago the troops ot 
a Division of tile Army of the 
East crossed the French frontier 
to avoid being nit off by the 
onefnv. 

»Thc French authorities wished 
to know the attitude of each one 
of the soldiers with regard to t be- 
st niggle which we are carrying 
on in Spain. In older that they 
should express their opinions 
\\ ith et anpletc freedom the sol- 
diers were separated from their 
officers. 

» Without any discussion and 
with great enthusiasm 4,200 sol- 
diers announced their decision to 
continue fighting for the Spanish 
Republic and declared themselves 
desirous of returning to rejoin 
the Republican Army at the ear- 
liest possible moment, Only 120 
men expressed their desire to re- 
main in France or to go to rebel 
territory, 

■ V/i/i.s, q7 per cent of more than 
4.000 soldiers v/io , on- crossing the 
frontier - a - ere m l j/f-rirt//y c.vchi pi 
from any obligation to fight for 
the Republic, chose to continue 
to fulfil their duty, and only y 
per cent chose to evade this duty.* 



BELGIAN WORKERS DEMON- 
STRATE TO RAISE BLOCKADE 
OF SPAIN 

At various meetings of u 11 em- 
ployed workers, and in the Hori- 
uage district, in the regiou of the 
center, in the met:: 1- workers irad" 
union at Laval, and at the coal 
mines of Vieillc-Marihage, the- 
workers have passed resolutions 
demanding the raising of the 
blockade against the Spanish go- 
\ 1 riinicut, 



FRENCH YOUTH DEMAND 
OPENING OF PYRENEES 

The Lav Republican Youth, the 
Communist 'Youth of the Paris 
Region, the Radical Ymith and 
the Youth Sports Association 
have sent a joint telegram to tiie 
Premier, worded as follows : 

■ We strongly urge the Govern- 
ment to open the Pyrenees fron- 
tier within 24 hours, in order to 
save the Spanish Republic, De- 
mocracy, a nd World Peace.* 

MONUMENT TO BLASCO IBAftEZ 

Tin- Commit tccc of Councillors 
and representatives from the va- 
rious political and trade union 
01 gnnizations of tin.- town of Bin - 
jesot (Province of Valencia ), 
which was entrusted with me- 
ting a monument to the Spanish 
novelist, Vircnte Hlasco Ibafiez, 
has Completed its work. 

It has been decided by the 
Rurjasnt municipal authorities to 
inaugurate the monument on 
April 1 1 th . 



"FASCIST HEROES" 

those little grenade bombs at me. 
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WHAT WE TAKE WITH THE BAYONET 

WE HOLD WITH THE SPADE 





Ccita;u definite military factors 
have been discussed in five pre- 
vious articles in #The Volunteer 
for Liberty » by the present author. 
However, it is felt that this time, 
the lessons indicated in the five 
articles have not yet been tho- 
roughly grasped ; and it is well, at 
this juncture, to repeat some part 
of the previous articles with cer- 
tain modifications. 

Our recent actions have been 
discussed at great length by many 
competent comrades, but it is 
necessary to understand basically, 
from a purely military point of 
view, the cause of the loss of Te- 
ruel, Belchite and other territory 
and positions. 

These losses were due to a num- 
ber of factors, such as terrific ene- 
my superiority in war material 
(which is now surely being over- 
come), etc. We want to discuss two 
factors here; These are not the 
primary factors or causes, but me- 
rely two important ones : 

i. What might be called * the 
human factor *, that is, the factor 
of undeveloped commanders of 
units in the defensive positions 
before the towns of Teruel and 
Belchite. In order to understand 
why this factor is important, it is 
necessary to outline some impor- 
tant qualities necessary for the 
successful command of units in 
battle. An able commander should 
be able -to grasp a situation rapidly, 
he ?.hculH be able to make simple 
and sound tactical plans and ex- 
pr< ks them concisely, he should be 
able to u?c all the information he 
receives, he should have knowledge 
of the ground on which liis unit 
is operating, lit* should have a 
good knowledge of how to dispose 
his troops and to the Txst possible 
utility, he should lv danng and 
able to do everything without 
raslintjs, and finally, he should 
have (Uttrmination and physical 
fitness. Two factors which have- 
not betn .‘.tated in this list but are 
present by inference are that the 
commander must be tactically com- 
petent and have a thorough know- 
ledge of arms and the methods of 
their use, and must clearly under- 
stand the basic principles of war. 

Without the factors stated above 
or with the lack of one or two ma- 
jor factors among these, the com- 
mander will obviously lack con- 
fidence. The lack of confidence 
will lead to indecision and indeci- 



sion in battle is the most criminal 
of offences. It is better to make a 
decisive although incorrect deci- 
sion and this is usually, by tin* 
way, less costly from both the 
strategic, military and human 
jicints of view, than indecision. 
The indecisive commander will 
withdraw troops from the position 
which appears to him an untenable 
one or one winch may become un- 
tenable in (lr^ future when a deci- 
sive commander would have taken 
definite steps in advance to so 
construct his defences as to make 
the decision inevitable that he de- 
fend until overwhelming odds for- 
ced an orderly and well organised 
withdrawal in successive positions. 
The second object lesson of this 
recent defeat was already contai- 
ned in a previous article discussing 
• The organisation of the ground *, 
andit is believed necessary to refer 
again to this article to recall to the 
minds of the readers the fact that 
all modem armies, including the 
Red Army of the Soviet Union 
are tending more and more toward 
defence and depth. This means 
that a Brigade would probably 
have a minimum of four de- 
fence lines organised in advance 
with, in every case, alternative, 
lines of defence already prepared 
for occupation in the event of the 
necessity of a withdrawal. 

Troops forced to withdraw do not 
break and run. They withdraw 
step by step from one organised 
position to the next, thus making 
the enemy fight to gain new objec- 
tives until that moment comes 
when the attack loses its force and 
breaks down in sheer inertia. At 
this point a well organised defence 
which has previously taken into 
consideration notes on position for 
the organization of the ground 
and preparation of counter-attacks 



Throughout the whole of rran- 
ce during the past two weeks 
there have been numerous de- 
monstrations demanding the rai- 
sing of the blockade of the Spa- 
nish Republic : 

LYONS : Many thousands "f 
Socialists Communists, Radicals 
and Trade Unionists, at a mee- 
ting called by the Lyons-Valeucc 
Committee of Aid, stressed the 
demand for the abolition of Non- 
Intervention. )Grcat enthusiasm 
greeted tlic decision to send a te- 
legram to Leon Blum and Paul 
Bancour. The slogan of the mee- 
ting was CANNONS AND PLA- 
NES FOR SPAIN! 

NAR BONNE : 1,500 people de- 
monstrated. Their slogans were : 
OPEN THE FRONTIER! CAN- 
NONS AND PLANES FOR 
SPAIN! 

CALAIS : Workers demonstra- 
ted for the OPENING OF THE 
FRONTIER. 

I.E HAVRE : Harbor workers 
demonstrated. Again, the slogan 
was CANNONS ANIX PLANES 
FOR SPAIN! 

CANNES : 600 demonstrated for 
aid to Spain. 



can resume the offensive and if 
properly conducted with vigor, 
determination and careful prepa- 
ration. can deal decisive blows, 
compelling the enemy to withdraw 
to his original position if the coun- 
ter-attack is properly carried for- 
ward. 

There is no copy-book formula 
for the organisation of a positon. 
The article referring to this sub- 
ject written before was intended 
merely as a guide. The study of 
fortifications as such is our great- 
test need at this moment and this 
statement is an over-simplification 
of facts. We are now at the stage 
of -tv-aining of the Spanish Repu- 
blican Army in which a greater 
understanding of the organisa- 
tion afnd defence of the ground, 
both in the attack and in defence, 
is possible, and if the slogan with 
which this article is headed is 
understood in its proper relation 



TOULOUSE : 3,000 in great 

demonstration. 

BORDEAUX : After a meeting 
organized by the Peoples Front, 
several thousand demonstrated 
through the streets, demanding 
the OPENING OF THE FRON- 
TIER. 

I.E BOURGET AIR PORT: 
Workers and office staff of this 
gi eat air port issued a statement 
demanding the OPENING OF 
Till; FRONTIER. 

MT 1 ERVILLIERS : 5,000 de- 
monstrated at the call of the Tra- 
de Union foimuitt'c of Action. 

NICE: 3,500 attend meeting in 
favor of Republican Spain. 

BLERIOT AIRCRAFT 
WORKS : Workers d -dared that 
they would give up the 40-houv 
week and work an hour’s overti- 
me per dav IF THE GOVERN- 
MENT WILL SEND MATERIAL 
TO REPUBLICAN SPAIN. 

CI.ICIIY : Outside the Citroen 
Works the workers demonstrated 
and sent a delegation to Peon 
Blum with a resolution CON- 
DEMNING THE NON-INTER- 
VENTION POT, ICY. 

r^ T OMBES : 4,000 workers dc- 



to both attack and defence, the 
problem of organisation terrain 
will not be of so great a difficulty. 

Clearly, these two factors, first 
that officers must be trained and 
know their job thoroughly and se- 
ondly, that both officers amd men 
know in all its detail the principal 
elements of the organisation of 
terrain, with these two important 
points carefully borne in mind and 
carried out in practice, <• No pa- 
saran », can confidently become 
our slogan. But in order to fulfil 
this slogan, the slogan # What the 
soldier takes with the bayonet he 
holds with the spade » must be 
thoroughly understood and put 
into practice. Officers who do not 
understand the significance of this 
slogan nor its practical applica- 
tions should be considered crimi 
nallv negligent in their duties. 



monstiated at the factor v gates. 

LA ROCHELLE : ' Several 

thousands demand aid to Spain. 

VAR : 1,000 young peasants 

demonstrated against the blocka- 
de. 

* * 

Throughout France the move* 
ment for aid to Spain glow's in 
impetus and intensity, under the 
slogans : liaise the Blockade, and 
( uiftmus and Planes for Spain! 

u\. i-i 11 -[I' - mil'll n . 

| THANKS and SALUD 
to the 

JOHN BROWN BATTERY 

for the excellent and gen- 
erou* support given in the 
call fo r financial aid by the : 
VOLUNTEER FpR LlBtRTY. 
This battery, chiefly English- 
speaking, though few in 
i numbers in comparison with : 
u other English-speaking units, . 

5 has responded with tne sum ^ 
of 1000 pesetas. 



Major Allan Johnson 

CANNONS AND PLANES FOR SPAIN! 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



'The VOLUNTEER 
FOR LIBERTY 




PUBLISHED BY THE WAR COMMISSARIAT 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 

For correspondence, use the following address: VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 
S. R. I. 555 -E PLAZA ALTOZANO ALBACETE 



VOL. II — Mo. 16 



BARCELONA 



APRIL 13—1938 



BARCELONA 



A Transformed City 



DESPERTAR 

Por Cesar Orqnin (Lincoln Battalion) 



Barcelona today is a transform 
nied city. 

The holiday spirit, which once 
prompted a visitor in the early 
days of the war to compare it 
with Coney Island, is gone. The 
whole city has hitched up its 
pants and tightened its belt. 

The fascist threat to Catalonia 
has awakened the people to their 
danger — and it has also arou = 
sed them to action. 

Etery day, throughout the ci> 
ty, groups of young men apply 
regularly to the recruiting sta< 
tioas. Every union, every polib 
ical organization, has cailed lor 
volunteers to join up. The slo* 
gin is : 

«$tem the fascist tide, and turn 
their advance into a decisive de* 

f«a( !» 

You see posters, small leaflets 
in the streets. Everyone reads 
tta^m. They tell you : 

els there a soldier in your ho- 
me who hasn’t yet joined up? 
W;hy hasn’t he?» 

,«ls there an able-bodied man 
in' your factory? Why isn’t he 
at the front?» 

’ How many men are there on 
\lour block (neighborhood, orga^ 
nization, club) who can bea> 
nr ms against fascism? Make them 
Join upl» 



«We want no shirkers! Ail 
able-bodied men to the front !» 

Great signs are hung from 
house to house across the wide 
and the narrow streets. They ask 
the same questions, and point to 
the same answers. 

In the factories, the women 
cry out that they too can carry 
arms. When told that It is lor 
the men. they go from machine 
to machine, telling the men to 
join up, telling them what their 
duty is. Few men can resist their 
pleading — and fewer still can 
withstand their scorn against the 
shirkers. 

The women, the youth, the men of 
all parties and trade unions, 
speak at lightning street mee 
tings. They have one keynote: 

«E VERY ABLE BODIED MAN 
TO THE DEFENSE OF HfS 
COUNTRY. EVERY MAN TO 
THE FRONT !» 

And while the recruiting goes 
on, the factories hum, produc- 
tion Is speeded. The same is 
true of all Catalonia today. As 
in Madrid more than a year ago, 
(he slogan is finding its wav 
into the hearts and marrow and 
bone of the Catalonian people: 
THEY SHALL NOT PASS! 



Una manana fria del mes de 
enero... Caia la nic-ve, cuyos finos 
y b!anquisimo> copos, calaban a 
nucstros soldados a! derretirse so- 
bre sus honibros. 

Traii(|iiili(la<l. . . Solo de vez on 
cuando sc- oia el lejano tronar del 
canon, dirigido a las segundas li- 
itcas; o uiio quo otro disparo, he- 
cho contra algiin descuidado que 
habia asomado la cabeza mas de lo 
debido. 

Silcncio... El seco tableteo de 
una ametralladora lo internalize 
con sus carcajadas frias y sardo- 
nicas. que acompanan a las rafagas 
portadoras del tragico mensajc de 
muerte. 

Una trinclicra... cn un recodo, y 
disfrutando del pobre sol, cuyos 
ray os a penas si podian filtrarse a 
traces dc los densos nubarroncs que 
cubrian la celeste boveda. se hallan 
•tres milicianos; cada uno tiene en 
sus manos el portavoz de su partido 
v organizacion. 




Comcnta uno; contesta otro; in- 
terpela el tercero. Del comentario 
pasan a la conversacion animada ; 
(ie esta a la acalorada discusion. 

Un socialista, un comunista y un 
anarquista. Tres nombres que de- 
licnden una causa, y que descuidan 
mi inisidn por las diferencias de 
idcologia. Ha llegado la discusion 
a un punto algido; so han lanzado 
insnhus. amenazas. 

De pronto, on la Icjanja, se oyc 
r! ronco disparo del canon enemi- 
go. Silba cl obus estridente sobre 
: ;us cabezas, yendo a explotar a 
corta distancia de ellos, adornando 



Su ensordecedor ruido con el zum- 
bido de la metralla, y formando un 
surtidor de polvo y hunio. 

Los tres milicianos se sacuden 
la tierra que les cay 6 encima, y 
que fue cl unico pcrjuicio que 
aquella explosion les produjo. 

Se disponian a reanudar su in- 
terrumpida discusion. y quieu sabe 
si. a causa de su ccguera, llcgascn 
a llevar a cabo las amenazas proic- 
1 ‘das, cuando la voz de un soldarlo 
enentigq les hace detcnersc. 

Rojos! — dijo la Jejana voz — . 
i Os lu gustado el “popinazo” ?" 

Lncgo. silencio. Los Ires hom- 
bres cambiaron sus miradas en- 
tre si. ; Hainan comprendido ! 

Pcnsaron que aquel obus no tc- 
ria coino objetivo determinado car- 
net, Iba disparando contra ol cnc- 
migo unido. Aquella palabra. “Ro- 
jos”, pronunciada por la voz del 
parapeto enemigo. les dio a ontcu- 
der que eran hermanos ; los tres 
eran obreros ; eran proletarios... 

Sentados, interumpido el sublime 
silencio que los rodeaba por los dis- 
pa ros que a intervalos irregulares 
se oian, trazaron con las puntas de 
sus bayonetas sobre la tenue y 
blanca capa de nieve quo cubria el 
suclo de la trinchera, cada uno una 
letra. ; El bcllo anagrama, estandar- 
te de nuestra lucha ! ; U. H. P. ! 



TWO FARMERS KILLED 
SAVING ALL CATTLE 
FOR LOYALIST SPAIN 

The Ministry of Agiieulture re- 
ctntlv issued a note praising the 
heroic action of two employes of 
the General Administration of 
Livestock. — Francisco San Jose 
Revuelta ami Manuel Iglesias. 

These two men went right up 
to the fring ‘he during the re- 
cent retreat on the Aragon front 
in order to direct the work of 
evacuating the livestock. After 
all the livestock had been safely 
removed, they both fell victims to 
fascist bullets. 



THE SINKING OF THE BALEARES ON MARCH 6 



The Chief Command of the Re* 
publican Fleet directed the naval 
battle which took place in the 
early morning of March o, 70 mi- 
les from Cabo I’alos, from the 
cruiser which is symbolically na- 
med I.ibrrtad. Credit for this splen- 
did Republiean victory is due (Ion 
1 ,uis ( ’*. del ’l'ieta, the Commander 
of the fleet, and his Gem r.al Stuff. 

Lute Saturday night, March > 
the cruisers / ih'-rfud and Mcudcz 
,V?re and two small fleets of 
1 lest rovers headed out toward sea. 
At 12 . qo, when the two cruisers 
and the fleet of destroyers were 
some 55 miles to the south east 
of the island of Ibiza, the watch 
on the I.ibrrtad sighted three fas- 
cist ships, rt a distance of 1.000 
meters lu ad(d in the opposite di- 
rection. The direction lights of the 
first two boats were lighted - 

The destroyer Siunjic.: Ifarmiz- 
launched two torpedoes - Sin- 
ce the ships were eommunicating 
by lighted signals, in the code of 
our Navy, they were obviously fas- 
cist ships. They were giving the 



the order to prepare for action. 

lioth fleets continued on their 
way, and nothing more happened 
for a while. Then the Republican 
command gave the order, by te- 
lephone, to prepare for action, and 
every one jumped to his post, 

The mxi. order from the Lihcrtad 
was to change direction, am] the 
ship* were arranged in formation 
lor battle. The destroyers Sdiuhcz 
Harcairjc^ai , AnlKfuera, and Lr- 
fut-tUo in a straight-line formation 
protected the Liber tad and the 
Mfndcz Xttuez to port ; the des- 
troyers (1 ravin a and / .aza^a to 
starboard. 

About two in the morning, when 
the Loyalist fleet was some 70 
tuih s from Cabo Palos, the fas- 
cist ships were sighted again on 
the high sea, in the “following or- 
der : the BoU’arcs, ( unaria< . and 
then the Cn rcra. The engine lights 
of the Ualcures gave the signal to 
put on speed, the intention being 
to cross the Republican line to 
port. But this skilful manoeuvre 
did not prove of great value, for 



the rebel command committed the 
serious tactical error of passing our 
first line of destroyers, which were 
protecting the cruisers Libartad 
and Miiulcz Xuner, on the side to 
port, at a distance of less than 
2,000 meters. Intense artillery fire 
from tlie Republican cruisers re- 
ptlled the agression. Rockets ligh- 
ted Iho bridges of the ships. The 
Republican destroyers did not 
break their formation. 

The artillery fire ceased soon. 
The first torpedoes whizzed by. 
In loading the new shell-guns the 
men counted seconds ana thirds 
of seconds. About four minutes 
later there was an enormous ex- 
plosion. The Republican artillery 
was silenced by the order to stop 
firing. The t.orpedos of the des- 
troyers had made their hit. Follo- 
wing the explosion a great blaze 
illuminated the scene. The fas- 
cist cruiser Ahnirante Cervera could 
be seen near the burning ship, its 
silhouette cutting off some of the 
flames from view. The flag ship 
Canar'as sailed away at full speed- 




One oT Spain s many Loyal workers. 
It was men like hlnMVho performed 
the deed referred to in the story 
directly above " 
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MORNING COMES... 

Morning conies with another day. 

And you hear the whole world say : 

«l wonder what's happening In old Spain? 

«I wonder if this battle is in vain?» 

The world must know il‘s a battle for f reedom 
And an end to Fascism, troublesome. 

And the workers who fight with all their might 
Will gain a victory for all that’s right. 

Lives are sacrificed for this cause 
With no opportunity for to pause; 

All eyes are set, sight to the Front 
And guns a roaring with a grunt. 

It's a grunt of freedom these guns roar, 

With a hit right into fascism’s core — 

Seeking for victory, not for Spain alone, 

But victory for ali the folks back home. 

Spain must be aided in this fight 
To bury fascism out of sight. 

Ye workers of the world must aid 
For in the future, ye will be repaid ! 

JIMMIB MacLKAN 
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BRITISH YOUTH PLEDGE 
TO REDOUBLE EFFORTS 
TO GET ARMS FOR SPAIN 



"LUCKY 

( I ’or German Hernandez 
Anton. Jete del Servicio 
de Inforniaciones.) 

“Golpe de suerte” se llauiaria si 
iuera traducido al castellano cl 
nombre del tabaco americano que 
hasta hace poco, descoimciamos to- 
dos los trabajadores espanolcs, de- 
bido a que nuestros recursos eco- 
lidmicos no nos pennitian el lujo 
de sa borear este aromatico tabaco, 
y teniamos que conformarnos eon 
la popular cajctilla de a real — que 
para nuestros pulmones en muebas 
ocasiones tenia peores efectos que 
e! cloro — . Y ha sido preciso la fra- 
ternidad y solidandad intevnacio- 
nal — que entre los trabajadores 
del mundo entero desperto lasuble- 
vacion de los que en Kspana fu- 
niaban “Luquis" — . para que cesara 
de ser el tabaco americano o stis 
rivales. Camels o Habano. el tra- 
dicional tabaco de cabaret o ter- 
tulia, y pasara a ser TABACO 
POPULAR. 

Hasta el 19 de julio, en Espana 
cl tabaco, que es objeto de mi terna, 
solo lo fuinaban artistas prostitui- 
clas, militares de uniforme, vicio y 
casta; senoritos con titulos, incnl- 
tos y en fermizos, y los grandes se- 
lores de las finanzas y la polttica. 
En una palabva ; solo lo fnmaba la 
dta aristocracia. 

Si en aquella epoca, cl “Luqui’’ 
liubiera sido un aliado del pueblo 
y bubiese hablado. cuantas cosas 
no liubiera dicho. cscndrinando co- 
ino escudrinaba los mas escondidos 
recobecos del peebo de los que el 
19 de julio se suieidaron al suble- 
varse. Que dc cosas no liubiera di- 
cho de aquella serie dc rcciprocas 
zancadillas e intrigas hipberitamen- 
tc disimuladas de las tertulias don- 
dc se reunian 50 para volcar un 
ministerio que solo tenia 15 car- 
teras. Tambien nos hubiesc hablado 
de los fantasticos calculos que se 
1 aria don Alejandro Lerroux con 
su extraperlo; y sobre todo nos 
liubiera dicho los miles de espanoles 
que pensaban asesinar los milita- 
res traidores y sus naturales alia- 
<ios ; clero v terratenientes. Aun 
mas, puede que si todavia liabla- 
ran, nos dijeran lo que se trama 



STRIKES" 

en la atmosfera viciada por el hu- 
mo de este tabaco y del opio, los 
vapores del champagne y las ena- 
jenaciones de la cocama, en algunos 
senoriales edificios de Burgos y 
Salamanca — Roma-Berlin — y fue- 
ia lo suliciente para que en nues- 
Ira retaguardia, sin tanto cacarear- 
la. se luciera la unidad. 

1 ’ero, si el “Luqui’’ hablara. no 
solo nos contaria cosas siniestras, 
cnpaces de hacer mella en el opti- 
mismo de los debilcs anti lascistas 
y poner en guardia a los mas fuer- 
tts, no; ya que el que en la Espana 
leal se fuma ticiie la sagrada mi- 
sion de proclnmar muy alto de que 
las palabras tie Marx : PROLETA- 
RIES DETODOS LOS PA-ISES 
UN I DOS, han sido oidas y escu- 
chadas por todos los trabajadores 
del L'niverso: es la prueba de la 
fraternal solidandad de pueblos de 
diferente lengua v separados pol- 
ios mares, que. viendo el peligro 
que se cierne sobre el mundo se 
preparan a no ser sorprendidos 
como lo fuimos en Espana. Es 
comprado con la perra gonla que 
se cotiza cada trabajador — y que 
a lo mejor les cuesta el negarle el 
cine o una golosina a su liijo — a 
sabiendas dc que negarle un mimo 
boy es asegurarle un mahana feliz. 

; Que transformacion ha sufrido en 
Espana la mision del tabaco “Lu- 
qui" ! De su triste celebridad, con 
micstra guerra ha pasado a ser po- 
pular, y a traces de la cortina que 
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BARCELONA THRILLED 
BY AIR DEMONSTRATION 

A few of our new air squadrons 
flew over Barcelona on Saturday, 
April 9 and thrilled the popu!a = 
lion for almost an hour. Thou- 
sands, gathered in the streets, 
on the housetops, balconies and 
from windows, cheered loudly 
and applauded enthusiastically. 
Others waved their hats or hand- 
kerchiefs in wild delight. The 
squadrons, consisting of heavy 
bombers, bEplanes, and chasers, 
speeded at a low altitude in per- 
fect formation. 



A resolution addressed <-To the 
Youth of Spain* by the Tenth 
National Conference of the Young 
Communist League of Great Bri- 
tain pledges «to redouble our ef- 
forts in the fight to get arms 
for your people.* The entire re- 
solution, which will be actcel 
upon at the conference 011 April 
i6, 17 and i£, follows : 

This 10th National Conference! 
of the Young Communist League 
sends its wannest fraternal gree- 
tings to you and through you 
to the youth of Spain m vour 
heroic struggle against Ease is 111. 

Wc record with regTet the pas- 
sing of many of your bravest! 
sons on tile battlefields of Spain. 

While 'we dtenlv regret your 
loss, which is also ours, at the 
same time a deep feeling of pri- 
de wells up within us that we 
belong to an international asso- 
ciation of youth that produces 
such heroes. We are proud to 
be with you in your glorious 
struggle to save Spain from- Fa- 
scism. 

We send our heartiest congra- 
tulations to you 011 the magni- 
ficent part you have played in 
building up the mighty invinci- 
ble Republican Army and the 
nnitv of the whole of the Youth 
of Spain. We declare that this 
might}- army of the people, com- 
bined with the unity you have 
forged on the battlefields of Spain, 
are the guarantees that final vie- 
Jvrv for the forces of democracy 
ou-v Fascism is assured. 

• SAVE SPAIN — SAVE PEA- 
CE*. This is the key-note of nl!i 
our activity to assist your peo- 
ple. 

We pledge ourselves to redou- 

t ~ t ~V ▼ T * "V ~t t * t tV ttt T tVi 

produce una bocanada de humo de 
estc tabaco podemos ver: que en la 
lucha que sostenemos contra el fas- 
cismo mundial, no estamos solos; 
que la solidaridad intemacional es 
un hechb: y la fratemidad univer- 
sal, una realidad. En estas condi- 
ciones, con toda seguridad, con los 
pulmones llenos de humo de tabaco 
Lucky, podrenios gritar : “No pa- 
saran” “okey”, jpasaremos! 



ble our efforts in the fight lo 
get arms for your people. To 
intensify our work to send food, 
milk and medical supplies, to 
strengthen still further our sup- 
port for the glorious internatio- 
nal Brigade ; to work as never 
before to bring down the hated 
British National Government, 
friend of Fascism. 

Tile forces of the democratic 
youth throughout the world are 
with vou in vour magnificent 
struggle. 

We confidently declare that the 
mighty Republican Army, the 
backbone of which is formed by 
the members of the United So- 
cialist Youth, backed up by the 
progressive people throughout 
the World will! guarantee that 
the final victory is yours and- 
that Spain becomes the « DEATH- 
BED OF FASCISM*. 
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JOHN LITTLE ARRIVES 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fortunately the auto got through 
without mishap. Rut the driver 
was so knocked out by the ordeal 
that lie suggested they sleep on 
the road that night. Everyone, 
outside of the driver, was in a 
hurry to get back — and John 
solived the problem by voluntee- 
ring to take the wheel, which lie 
did, bringing the party back at 
a a. in. 

•The American people are not 
di anv wav losing track of what 
is hnpfieniiig" here in Spain*, John 
is firm in declaring. «On the 
contrary, they are working* harder 
than they ever have worked to 
bring about a change in favor of 
the Spanish people. The Ameri- 
can people have come to the rea- 
lization that if fascism is to be de- 
feated, the first place where it 
must be defeated is in its invasion 
of Spain.* 

In France too, he believes, tlu- 
growth of popular sentiment for 
Spain is revealed in such slogans 
as the French people have re- 
cently used in their countrywide 
demonstrations : Cannons and' 

Planes for Spain ! 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

HOME 

A Volunteer's Mother 
Writes from the U.'S. 

Dearest son — Yesterday, when 
1 came home, there was a letter 
from voit to S..,,, written on 
Christinas Day. 

Your jov over the victory of 
Tcrnel is great and inspiring — 
it is the kind of joy one feels 
when one k n o ws what he is 
lighting for. Of course 1 realize 
how you m ust feel nrtw after 
giving up Teruel and Belch itc — ; 
I feel just as badly. What I do 
want to tell yon is this: 

Tu 1905, we were fighting in 
the former Russia, fighting on 
barricades. People were killed 
— ami we won a constitution — 
• and that did' not last long. It 
all ended with massacres and 
“c-act ionarv punishments against 
those who were in the fight. But 
wc who fought at that time 
knew, and were convinced, that 
the fight was a just one, and 
therefore we were not dishearte- 
ned or disappointed. On the con- 
trary vtfc were resolved to carry 
on the fight to a finish... And 
now von see that instead of a 
bltoodv Russia (as it was under 
the Czar) the Soviet Union 
among all oppressed countries 
stands proud and free. 

The same will be the case with 
the fi"ht against fascism in Spain 
and the rest of the world. Chin 
un inv bo-v, and tell tins to all 
!].#> rest of the fi eh tors with von. 

Much love to you and your 
comrades. 

Your loving mother, 

Miniature Madrid in England 

Bv the wav, the collection for 
Spain von enquire about, at Ninas 
realised 6.1..V pounds T wish we 
could do it every week, but the 
collierv manager docs not allow 
US to stand on his premises, and 
we have to* get a police permit 
to stand in the street.. All told 
we have collected nearly tq Pds. 
lls not a record by any means, 
but anyway it’s a nail in Franco’s 
poffm... 

Labour is really on the move 
here. There must have been mil- 
lions of resolutions sent in by 
rank and file organisations to 
Labour Headquarters demanding 
some real action obi behalf of lo- 
yalist Spain... 

The Har worth non... had n tas- 
te of. what fascism means in En- 
gland... Ilnrworth is a mining 
town 12 miles from here, and I 
went over several times during 
the struggle, it was like a mini- 
ature Madrid. One night the po- 
lice raided a dance hall full of 
miners with the eNcuse that they 
were going to arrest one of the 
ni en. It was all a big bluff to 
cause a fight, tli.-y succeeded in 
separating the women from the 
men and then there was n battle 
lovnl. The jxdice had reinforce- 
ments outside aimed with elubs 
and the miners fought with the 
furniture, which they tore to pie- 
ces. The miners’ wives went to 
the Cinema Hall to got reinforce- 
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ments for their men, but the 
police had locked the people in- 
side, ana of course the police 
won, biit.tliey had some casual- 
ties. ■ 

I went over the n,ext day arid 
the place was like an armed camp 
and the brutality of the police 
had been terrible. It was like 
the Spanish militia versus Fran- 
co’s crack troops in the early 
days of the wax. 

(from a, member of Hie 
Labour Party in a joi- 
ning district ofc E nglatfd) . 

They're with us back home 

I want you and the other boys 
to know that , we ..are with you 
a hundred per cent, so keep up 
your Bpirit. 

(from a girl-friend in 
New: York). 

The people of this country are 

anti-fascist all right, I’m sure. 
Any chance remark to peoj^Th? 
very varied wa'ks of life that I 
have made about fascism show 
that they hate it. 

(from a mother in Eng- 
land). 

Nazis on the screen 

Last week I saw the Anti-Nazi 
film featured in the (March of 
Time*. It was so brutal and terri- 
fying that it left me sick, grim 
ami determined to punch the head 
off of a fascist who applauded 
vociferously in front of me while 
I hissed and booed in violent 
counterpoint agaiust this Italian 
heel. T couldn’t help but provoke 
■1 challenge, which made him 
sneak out of the theatre so sha- 
mefully, due to the tie rendous 
gathering of Antifascists who 
showed their resentment to 
Nazi methods by a profound si- 
lence. 

(from a friend in the 
States). 



We sat around, resting, camped 
on the roadside. It was just after 
the food had come up, and all of 
us,, scattered over the wide mea- 
dow and along the side of the hill, 
were digging furiously into our 
stew T of rice and onions, and the 
almost invisible flakes of carne. 

Most of us had barely swallowed, 
our first mouthful when the whistle; 
blew - — the fascist avion was co- 
ming over. We spread out, ducked 
behind rocks, Lay flat against the 
terrace-stones, stretched out un- 
der clumps of stunted pines against 
the steep slope of the hill. In a 
minute - — but it seemed longer — 
our anti-aircraft opened up from 
all directions. We watched the pla- 
nes in the sky, high up. Evidently 
they weren’t after us this time. 
After the crack of our anti-air 
guns the shells whistled through 
the air, and after a second^ we saw 
the white puff of smoke appear 
where the shell burst. In a few mi- 
nutes there were forty-four white 
puffs in the sky — we counted all 
of them — but the three black 
planes seemed to sail on serenely, 
untouched. We cursed the planes 
and the anti -air and the kitchen, 
which had brought the mess up at 
such a time. 

Soon they were gone from sight, 
and the whistle blew again, and 
we dipped our tin spoons into the 
rice-stew again. It was cold, but 
tasted better than the first mouth- 
ful. 

Before we were through eating 
the avion was up again. This time 
six of them, and soon we saw six 
more following, and then a tail- 
group of three. Again they passed 
us by, again our anti-air opened 
up, again they escaped, But : this 
tune we saw them shoot downward 
behind the nearest hill, heard their 
machine-guns going full-blast. Stra- 
fing the road, we thought. Only af- 
terward we found out they were 
strafing the people, the streets and 
houses in Gandesa. They were 
sore ; they had dropped their 
bombs, but had evidently miscal- 
culated. Most of the eggs had lan- 
ded in the empty football field. 
So they strafed the town, and its 
women and kids. 

They came over about a dozen 
times that day — only twice did 
they strafe our meadow, our road, 
our side of the hill. No bombs, 
only their machine huns spitting. 
We were lucky. One casualty — 
our third assistant cook got one 
in his shoulder. The other time, 
a group of us were caught on the 
road as t hey swooped low. We 
ducked into a culvert, and our only 
mishap came when a splinter of 
rock, chipped by their strafing, 
caught me at the bridge of my 



PEOPLES FRONT THANKS BRITISH PEOPLE 



(continued from Page 2) 

We do not wish to say a single 
word regarding the difference of 
understanding between the people 
of England and their Government. 
O11 this point our respect is abso- 
lute, and it is enough for 11s that 
the difference exists. Time will tell 
who understood this problem with 
most foresight. If we are to say 
anything we can say, because it is 
permissible, that we arc more in- 
terested in not disappointing the 
English people than in not disap- 
pointing their Government. 



The people of England place 
their trust in our struggle and 
long for our victory. Andwe shall 
fight until we achieve that victory 
which is so indispensable for us, 
so advantageous for the perma- 
nent interests of England and so 
necessary for the pe: ce of the 
world. 

We are now undergoing a very 
grave stage in the fight for our 
country. Italy and Germany are 
attempting to defeat us in a deci- 
sive manner and have launched an 
unmasked attack to crush us. 
They are not only attacking us 



nose: A speck of blood, quickly 
wiped away, an&t-hen I let it clot, 
In a few days the scab was gone, 
and I was congratulated : « You're 
still good enough for Hollywood 
when A^ou get back *, a French- 
. man told me. I answered with 
their most popular word, « Merde!* 

A hell of a way to treat men at 
rest, v(e thought. But our biggest 
scare came a few days later. We 
were marching down the road, 
maybe thirty kilometers from our 
first camping ground — those of 
us who were left. We were dog- 
tired — no rest for three days. The 
real fireworks had begun three 
nights ago. 

Well, we marched, or straggled 
along the road, when we nrst 
heard the roar. Then they came 
over the hill twenty, thirty, 
forty — seventy of them. We 
couldn't. start running fast enough. 
Those on the left side of the road 
were lucky the. fields sloped down 
and away. On our side rose minia- 
ture dirt -and -rock cliffs, twenty 
feet high. 4 Here's where we really 
get it *, we thought. 

Then we sawthe peasant leading, 
his mattress-laden burro. He was 
walking along calmly. We shouted 
to him to run — are you dead? are 
you blind I! He turned his eyes up- 
ward, and continued leading his 
animal calmly. He smiled a fittle, 
put his opened hand to his mouth, 
and shouted one ^word : 

* Nuestra!! * 

We locked again. Sure enough, 
they were ours : 

Seventy of them I! 

« There's many more over there * 
the peasant shouted, pointing be- 
yond the nearest hill. 

We breathed a sigh of relief, al 
of us. If the plane motors hadn'v 
been overhead you could have 
heard that great collective exha- 
ling of breath and wondered what 
it was. 

Our own avion had arrived!! 

We reformed our ranks, and mar- 
ched — not straggled — up the 
hot road. W. T. 

with troops disguised as volun- 
teers, but also with a tremendous 
quantity of war material which 
increases a hundredfold the da- 
mage and injury to our indepen- 
dence. In the international robbery- 
organised by fascism it is not 
Spain's turti to be the booty. They 
are attacking Spain with the same 
greed with winch they attacked 
Ethiopia and later Austria. With 
equal savagery they will to-mor- 
row attack other weak countries 
in the hope that the turn of the 
more powerful countries will comet 
Spain is merely an episode in wha. 
is being prepared, and a foretaste 
of what threatens the world in the 
future. 

But Spain can cease to be an 
episode and can be made to repre- 
sent the definite barrier which 
will put a stop once and for all 
to this criminal aggression. All the 
lives of Spanish democrats are su- 
bordinated to this goal. There is 
not a single Spaniard who will not 
proudly offer his life for the peace 
of Europe and of the whole world. 
Happe.* what may and however 
difficult the situation may become 
for us, we are determined to fight. 
Our responsibility obliges us to 
and we are encouraged in our 
struggle by the people of England, 
to whom we express our deepest 
gratitude. 
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REPUBLIC READY TO MEET ALL WAR 
NEEDS SAYS NEGRIN IN RADIO TALK 



(T ye following is the radio speech delivered by ! 

Dr. Juan Negrin, Prime Minister of the Spa- 
nish Republic , on April i 6 , 1938 )- ! 

\ 

1 

Spaniards : i 

The Government, in obedience to its moral 
doctrine not to hide the truth, however bitter 
it may be, addresses the country, and informs 
it that, by at dramatic push, the invaders 
who are destroying our fatherland — Ita- 
lians, Moor, and Germans — * have succeeded 
in reaching the Mediterranean. 

The Government 'is therefore going to use 
me as its mouthpiece to explain to the people ( 
the military situation, to analyse its causes 
and to indicate the duties which this situa- 
tion imposes on all Spaniards. 

Of the causes which have given rise to this 
situation, those which depend on us are being 
corrected with the speed and decision which 
the circumstances demand. Because I must 
not hide from the people — to do so would 
be unjust and therefore shameful — the part 
which we must play at the present stage. We 
have not acted in the rear with the rhythm 
which the situation demanded. Months, weeks, 
days, and hours have been lost at moments 
when a minute is equivalent to the destiny 
of years. Today when rhythm and firmness 
in the adoption of opportune measures have 
risen to the level of our desire 
to win the war, I can and 
must declare to l he Spanish 
people that slowness has been 
our worst enemy. 

OUR OPPONENTS KNOW 

THAT TIME IS AGAINST 
THEM 

What is the situation now? 

The credence with which 
the Spanish people receive my 
words entitles me to believe 



thaf the analysis I am about to make of the po- 
sition of our fronts will serve even more to 
strengthen the will to make our rear and 
our Army execute the orders they receive 
without vacilation. 

For more than a month the enemy has been 
carrying out a violent offensive 011 the Eas- 
tern front, an offensive which has received 
more backing abroad than any other, an of- 
fensive characterized principally, as I pointed 
out in a former speech, by the haste which 
is weighing upon our opponents, because 
they know that time is against them. 

In the first moments the attacks of the 
Italian forces and Moorish hordes, helped by 
German technicians and abundant German 
and Italian war material, broke our fronts: 
Had it not been for the Spanish habit of* 
delaying every urgent task until the critical 
moment, the effects of the enemy attack, as 
far as the territory they gained is concerned, 
might perhaps have been less. But the fact 
is that these first resul/ts encouraged the 
enemies of Spain. A large part of the inter- 
national press, with very pious intentions, 
began to sound the funeral march of the 
Republic and of the Spanish people. 

THE ORDER TO RESIST 

Our position was, undoubtedly, extremely 

grave, but the Government 
gave the order: resist. I ap- 
pealed to the people to mo- 
bilize all their energies. And 
with marvellaus heroism, with 
an enthusiasm which can be 
felt ouly in Spain, our Army 
resisted, barred tlie way o i 
the enemy, and energetically 
counter-attacked in various 
sectors. I11 Catalonia, as was 
bound to happen, the glorious 
exploit of immortal Madrid 
was repeated. It w r as repeated 
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even in the grotesque details of tlie foreign 
press which once announced' the fall of Ma- 
drid and now, that is, two weeks ago announ- 
ced the entry of the Italian troops into Tor- 
tosa. 

The enemy has been held back on the 
Tortosa front ; it has been held back on the 
bank of the River Segre. Their aims have 
been frustrated precisely in those sectors 
where they had the greatest interest in achi- 
ving their objectives. They wanted to reach 
Barcelona within a space of two weeks. But 
on Catalan soil they have met with an un- 
breakable human wall. The Italian press and 
the press of the invaders have had to desist 
from their cries of triumph to the point of 
confessing that our soldiers, the Spanish sol- 
diers, are defending inch by inch with ex- 
traordinary enthusiasm the beloved soil of 
their fatherland. 

This has been possible as a result of the 
enthusiasm and energy with whi^h the peo- 
ple have responded to the appeal, of their Go- 
vernment. And in this space of twenty days 
elements have been brought together which, 
when they are still better employed, will 
permit us to overcome all difficulties and to 
prepare the way for our victory. 

MANY OF OUR RESOURCES ARE STILL 

UNUSED 

After being held up in their advance on 
Catalonia, the enemy has succeeded in attai- 
ning objectives farther south, the gravity of 
which must not be concealed. But they will 
not hold them for long. We have not yet 
brought into full play all our inexhaustible 
resources, resources which have so far ena- 
bled us to withstand the offensive ana even 
to counter-attack in places where the enemy 
was most anxious to advance. 

The Government is consecrating itself to 
this task with the greatest energy, so as to 
be able to use all its resources rapidly and ef- 
ficiently. The situation is, in my opinion, less 
grave than it was two weeks. We have to- 
day more material than at the beginning of 
the offensive, and we shall have still more. 
Our Army, the Army which was able f o 
hold* up the Italian divisions and Moorish 
forces on Catalan soil at a moment when they 
considered themseTves victorious, can and 
wil be extraordinarily improved both in qua- 
lity and forces. 

With faith in victory, with enthusiasm and 
discipline, we shall free the lands which 
have just been takon from us by the inva- 
ders in the space of some days or weeks, 
and open the path of the rest of Spain to 
our Army, the Army of Independence. 

Let all our soldiers take as a stimulous and 
as an example the heroic conduct of those 
who fought at Lerida and on the fronts of 
the much coveted Tortosa. All the units of 
our Army must be shock forces. Before them 



the enemies of our fatherland shall be dawn- 
trodden and utterly destroyed. 

THE COMPLETE AUTHORITY OF THE 

GOVERNMENT 

In the political field the military situa- 
tion imposes duties on all of us, which can- 
not be set aside. The Government of the Re- 
public is the Government of all Spain and 
will exercise its authority, as hitherto, on all 
territory which is not held by the invader. 
Today the Government needs more support 
than ever; it must be obeyed with greater 
discipline than ever. Its voice, which is the 
voice of all Spaniards, must be responded to 
with immediate action. 

All activities therefore must revolve ex- 
clusively around the Government or around 
the authority delegated by it. In the face 
of all the slanders and lies, our people are 
giving a magnificent example io all) the 
people, of the world. Conscious of the role 
which history has allotted them, they are ful- 
filling it as Spaniards have always been able 
to fulfil- it at decisive moments. Nobody has 
been able to hide the truth. Foreigners vi- 
siting us have been able to see for them- 
selves that Spain has never had a Govern- 
ment which could count on the support of 
the people to such an extend as this Govern- 
ment can. Never was there such order in our 
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rear as now exists. Never did the Army dis- 
play such heroism as at the present time 
when it is confronted by the traitors within 
and by the Armies of two countries which 
used blackmail, but whose threat is destined' 
to fail on Spanish soil. 

These qualities — self-denial, discipline, 
ana obedience to the Government — must 
be further augmented. Thus equipped, we 
shall face the allies of the enemy in our rear, 
on whom our opponents arc counting'. Let 
no one be surprised by any manoeuvres they 
may try. The Government is one and undivi- 
ded. To try to substitute or set up other j 
bodies similar to it would only produce dis- I 
turbances which would last only until the 
Government became aware of them. 

All support, all initiative, should be direc- 
ted by the political parties and organisations 
to the People’s Front, which today includes j 
all sectors of loyal Spain. The watchword of 
the People’s Front must be to aid the autho- 
rities, to afford them collaboration, and to 
guarantee them a maximum loyalty in all 
their activities. 

Our experiences cause us to issue a war- 
ning in advance against the possible evil of 
the springing up of unauthorised local or 
regional authorities. Our conviction that all 
division of authority must be opposed ac- 
quires greater force in the case of Catalonia 
in view of the desire to conquer, the enthu- 





siasm for tlie fight, and the high conception 
of r-esponsability among all her authorities, 
from the Honorable President Luis ,Coium 
panys to the lowest of administrative civil 
servants. For this might lead to- tile possibi- 
lity of a difference of opinion arising in po- 
litical leadership. Or to put it more clearly, 
we do not wish a difference to arise, for the 
interest of the Catalans in the war, which 
is the war of both of Catalonia and of Soain, 
has made them help the Government of the 
Republic in its task at all times. 

Let no one therefore nowhere usurp the 
functions of the Government. I insist on this, 
because a manoeuvre by our enemies to make 
use of the generous impulses and the desire 
for desinterested collaboration on the part of 
many people in order to misguide them would, 
create the greatest disturbance in onr rear. 

REPUBLICAN SPAIN IS PREPARED 
FOR ALL CONTINGENCES 

The Government has already taken the 
necessary measures to supply Republican 
Spain with all necessities, both from the mi- 
litary and civil point of view. We lack nei- 
ther food supplies nor war material. We 
are prepared then to fulfil the watchword that 
I crave you before : Resist now and then 

o 

attack. 

MILLIONS AFFECTED BY OUR 
RESISTANCE 

I can tell you, Spaniards, that our resis- 
tance (to us no secret) lias been a revela- 
tion to the world and a source of joy to mi- 
llions of men. At the same time it has cau- 
sed annoyance in certain circles ; it has chan- 
ged’ the opinions of large groups of people 
who, either through ignorance or because of 
their com pi i city with the invaders of Spain, 
had already given us up for dead. 

As a result of our resistance the situation 
lias now be- 'oinc clear to many people. Our 
tragedy has penetrated the intelligence of 
many, and today even those whose criminal 
incomprehension of their own interests made 
them obstinately blind to our legitimate 
right, now unterstand. At last they are be- 
lieving what Spain has maintained for two 
years : that fascist announcements of victo- 
ries they had not obtained, their talcs sma- 
shing the Spanish people, were nothing but 
a reflection of the hurry of international fa- 
scism to be done with the problem of Spain 
and quickly to turn its thieving activities, 
with less risk against those other countries 
which really form its principal objective. 
But we have shown the world of what mag- 
nificent vitality we are possessed. 

Our resistance has helped and' will conti- 
nue to help those in many parts to see 
clearly that in defending Spain the Army 
of the Republic is defending, all democra- 
cies and destroying the plans of the inter- 
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national aggressors, the first phase of which 
is unfolding in our country. No one can hide 
from himself the fact that the conquest of 
Spain by international fascism is but the 
first stage in a plan to attack other countries 
with advantage and to cause democracies to 
disappear totally, plunging the world into 
an epoch of barbaric slavery. 

THE FAILURE OF NONINTER VENTION 
AND Its INTERNATIONAL ORIGINS 

Looking at the international situation . I 
can say that if other countries had had the 
same faith as the Spanish people have in 
justice anti in respecting treaties, they could 
have shortened out struggle. Europe would 
not now be looking at this spectacle of pi- 
rac3 r on the seas, would not have tolerated 
the suppression of Austria, and other nations 
would not be threatened with strangulation. 

Because of the policy of non-intervention, 
and believing in the right of the Spanish 
people to guide their own destiny, the Go- 
vernment of the Republic has had’ to organise 
resistance and create an Army. And this 
Army is prepared for the decisive days that 
must lead us to victory. We have only asked, 
and we go on asking today for that which 
they cannot T *s : the mrrediat^ cassa- 

tion of the policy of non-intervention. Let v 
hope that the promoters of this false policy 
may think of the victims caused in these 
twenty-one months of international aggres- 
sion; and to those insensitive to the pain 
of others, I present a single argument : Itar 
lian intervention has just been recognised 
explicitly by Great Britain. The Anglo-Ita- 
lian agreement refers to the withdrawal of 
the Italian troops on our soil — to the sha- 
me of those who at the same time call them- 
selves nationalists. Hitler himself proclaimed 
the German invasion of Spain to the world 
not many days ago. 

At this moment the Government of the 
Spanish Republic most solemnly protests 
against the Anglo- Italian agreement. It sig- 
nifies intervention in the cpanish question 
without taking into acount the sacred inte- 
rests of Spain ana its people. And before 
the announcement of possible naval actions. 



I we remind the signatories of the Nyon agre- 
ements of their obligations. For we our- 
! selves can contend with the fascist fleet ; the 
| sinking of the «Baleares» off Cape Palos was 
proof of our efficacy and powers of attack. 

i 

THE GLORIOUS MISSION OF SPAIN TO 

SAVE CULTURE, CIVILIZATION AND 

LIBERTY 

To our people, the Spanish people, history 
I has assigned the task of savjng culture, ci- 
j vilisation and freedom, and most of all free- 
dom. We can say with pride that we are 
; fulfilling that task magnificently. And we 
! can say with equal pride that if it^were not 
i for the heroism of the Spaniards there would 
J not be countries now discussing the miserable 
; chaos of non-intervention, for they themselves 
would be given up to the task of driving 
the invaders from their own soil. Our resis- 
tance will not fail. On the contrary, it shall 
be increased. Each day it shall become more 
firm, more tenacious. Soon not only the vo- 
unteers, not. only these called up in the le- 
vies, but the whole nation shall be in arms. 
And the world shall know once more how 
capable a people are the Spanish. 

THE NEED TO MULTIPLY OUR ENER- 

GIES A HUNDREDFOLD THAT OUR 
LAND SHALL ALWAYS BE OURS 

Each one of our divisions must be a di- 
vision that conquers ; each man and woman 
in Spain must be an arduous fighter in the 
struggle for the independence of his country. 

In the factories, barracks, trenches, and 
fields you must display your determination 
to resist. Your energies must be multiplied 
a hundred times more. 

Only he who is against us can waiver at 
such a moment, 

Spaniards : Our land shall always be ours. 

Aviators, sailors, soldiers, officers, commis- 
sars, men and women of Spain. 

Now more than ever defend your country 
with all your heart and strength. 

Long live the Republic. 

Long live Spain. 
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NEGRIN MAKES SPECIAL APPEAL HABLA “ster 

l.l factor decisive es el hombre 



TO SOLDIERS 



OF PEOPLE'S ARMY 



After the reorganization of tile 
Cabinet of the Republic, L.\ juan 
Negri n, Premier and National 
Defense Minister, addressed the 
Peoples Army with the- following' 
words : 

tSpanish soldiers : 

On assuming' the supreme com 
mantl of the Air, Sea and Land 
forces, which are making such 
sacrifices in order to attain vic- 
tory,, T am filled with pride at 
being a Spaniard. 

My first words must express a 
a deep and sincere gratitude to 
the principal forger of our Peo- 
ple’s Array, whose name shall 
be indelibly written in the pages 
of History, and a cordial greeting 
to the friend, whom I have had 
to succeed in so difficult a task 
because of the need to unify and 
concentrate the political and mi- 
litary direction of war in one 
hand. 

1 address myself, in the first 
place, to all the officers of 
the Army of the Republic. To 
those 'coming from the old Army, 
who. are the genuine representa- 
tives of the democratic traditions 
nf the old Spanish- Infantry, and 
who deserve the love of the fa- 
therland fos the faithfulness they 
have shown to it. To those who 
have arisen from the Militia and 
who incarnate the invincible will 
of our people to fight for its li- 
berties. The fervent collaboration 
between the two is a symbol of 
the unity of all vSpanianls in the 
the defence of the independence 
of our soil. 

' I address the war commissars 
ami T remind them that they 
must put more self-sacrifice and 
more enthusiasm in their work 
than ever before and that by ex. 
celling themselves everyday they 
will set the most eloquent exam, 
pie to the Army. 

I add r oss myself to the soldiers 
and remind them that they must 
not leave the posts entrusted to 
their defense by the Fatherland 
until death. The law will, be in- 
exorable with those who do not 
carry out this sacred mandate. 
At the same time rewards and 
honors for all combatants who 
a re wort h y of them , from th o 
first to the last, shall not be 
spared. 

For success in my task I count 
upon your obedience as soldiers 
to the orders of the Fatherland 
in danger and upon the energy 
^ (Conlinucd~on fiagt' 4) 
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GENERAL MIAJA 

Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 
non-Catalan territorry 

:- At a cabinet meeting held on April 15, General Mia|a was 1 
| appointed the Commander-in-Chief of Armies of the Center, Le- I 
r vante, Extremadura and Andalucia. § 

^ The ,doy after his appointment, the General made a radio | 
| address to the people and to the Army, in which he announced I 
r "The Armies which from today come under my orders will conti- I 
nue the conduct marked by the 6th of November. We shall con- | 
tinue the struggle like the good Spaniards of those days. Those I 
; of us who truly love our Country will know how to defend it." 1 

Two days later, Jesus Herndndez, ex-Minister of Public Instruc- I 
tion, wjs appointed Commissar-General of the Army in non- 1 
Catalan territory. {See page 2) He will work together with f 
General Miaja to defend against fascism that sector of Loyalist I 
£ Spain now under their complete command. | 
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FRENTE POPULAR 




!',! lkToiro ten ientc eoronel En- 
riijiie Lister ha cstaclo on Rar- 
ivlnim mins boras, proved cute del 
fictile, y homos querido conoeer 
]u>r cl cl sen tim lento dc nuestros 
eombatientes. 

sTor cl ficiito de Aragon, donde 
\o he act 1 1.1 do, nos atneaban ena- 
tro I )ivisinik\s : «FlccIias Yegras# 
t b lech as Azules* , « 2^ de Marzo* 
y «r.ittorio», tpie smnarfaii nnos 
ochenta mil honibre-s, con grau- 
dcs elenientos de aviaeion, arti- 
llc.ria y tanqnes. I,a Divisi 6 u *Li- 
ttorio« estnba compucsta lotal- 
meute por ilalianos, * Las Fle- 
chas» estaban mezelados italia- 
nos y alemaues, poro toaos los 
mandos desde cabo eran total- 
uicnte italianos. Yo creo que es- 
tas Divisioncs liabran tenido unas 
veinticinco mil bajas, les lieinos 
c.apturado bastantes prisioneros, 
sc\is tanqnes, amctralladoras y 
fusiles-ametralladoras. 

El cuemigo hizo on sus ata- 
aues nti gran alarde d'e mate- 
rial de guerra, y desde que Jo- 
grainos contenerlo destruyo to- 
dos los pueblos de la refaguar- 
dia alejados del frente con su 
aviaeion, pero sin lograr avan- 
ces v haciendo nosotros diversos 
contra-ataqucs qnc les ban gos- 
tado muchas bajas. Eu uno de 
estos ataques les cogimos diecio- 
cho fnsilcs-amctrallndoras italia- 
uos marca «Rrcda». 

f.a in fa n ter fa cneiuiga cs rauy 
mala y solo avanza sobre las rui- 
nns despues que su aviaeion y 
artillerfa ]o ban dcstruido todo, 
pero liuye a la dcsbandada cuan- 
do se eneuentra con media doce- 
11a de sol dados nuestros con un 
fusil-ametralladora. 

Yo creo que la ofensiva del 
enemigo ha acelerado la termina- 
cion de la guerra en nuestro fa- 
vor, porque ha deinostrado que 
hav una eantidad enorme de re- 
servas en el pueblo que no habfan 
sido puestas cu movimieuto, re- 
servas en material v en hombres. 

El heehr que hayan llegado al 
mar no quicre decir que hayan 
ganado la gnorra, porque nos- 
otros tenemos dentro del misino 
pais la eantidad de reservas ne- 
ccsarins, en hombres principal- 
mente, inientras que ellos los han 
de traer del extranjero, y la gue- 
rra quicn la gana es el hombre y 
no el material. 

El material puede dar una o 
inas victorias, pero incluso para 
sos tenor el terreno conquistado 
(kspuCs de 1111a devnstacidn hace 
falta cl elcmento hombre. Aun 
quedando cortada y dividida 
nuestra Espniia en dos partes, nos 
quedau suficieutes recursos para 
•kguir luehando. 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



JESClS HERNANDEZ 

Commissar-General of all Armies in the Non-Catalan Zona 



Sufi or Jiim'.u/, Secretary of tliu 
lfarceloiia Ivt!-. ration of t!:e V. 
G. T., spunk m:-.; of tin- mnbiliz.i- 
tioii of trra<K union number^, 
said that tlieiv D oiionnous i-n- 
thusiaMa ainonu: 1 1 u - workers, On 
April i.. ; ImM trade union vo- 
1’iniiai'' n'liiiiU-iI as a result of 
. ( -,> .-Mina al's appeal for ino- 
ii Mi;:: entered Aimv barracks. 
\/ Hi 1 !!.■ atmosphere that exists 
f\' hops, it is expected that 

number of volunteers will in- 
■.■a>e eaeli day. Tile trade unions 
provide each volunteer with a 
Idunkct and boots, as well as 
the regulation Army dish, knife 
and fork. 

Everything is being done in 
oulerlv way. When, the men de- 
part, their places are taken by 
"tm ii. The Instil ute f"i tin- 



T raining of Women (El Institu- 
te de Keudatapeion d v - la Mujcrj 
cooperates with the (jade unions, 
and furnishes speeiali/ed factor\ 
and offiec workers. Women are 
registering in the Institute for 
tiaining in the most nccessar\ 
brandies of work with great en- 
thusiasm. 

As a result of this, prcxluetioii 
has not decreased with the ih pat - 
ture of the men for the front. 
Moreover, the workers in all fac- 
tories and places of work have 
voluntarily lengthened their hours 
of work. There are factories whe- 
re they now work 10 and 16 
hours daily. Such endeavours are 
made possible only by the firm 
resolve of all Spaniards to win 
the wav. 



Jesus Hcrn£nd(z Tomas was 
born in Espinardo, in the Province 
of Murcia, on February 19, 1907. 
He came cf a very humble origin. 
His parents were poor agricultural 
workers. When Jesus was two years 
old the family moved to Bilbao. 
Four years later his father, died, 
and the family was left with no 




one to support it. l.ife became 
very hard, and at the age of seven 
esus was f creed to go to work. He 
rst sold candit s in the movie thea- 
tres, and then b.gan to work as a 
mason’s assistant. 

He began to think about the 
roblems of the working class, and 
e came in contact with the trade 
union and political movement in 
Bilbao. At the age of twelve he 
entered a carriage workshop as a 
painter. He was only nine or tell 
when he entered the Socialist 
Youth ergauizatfon in Bilbao and 
in iy'2 1 lie founded the Communist 
Youth in the same city. At the age 
of fourteen he was made secretary 
of the Carriage Workers trade 
union. 

Hernandez obtained his educa- 
tion with great difficulty, for he 
had learned only h;s fiist letters 
at school. He jumped from primary 
school to an extremely active poli- 
tical life. It was a period of great 
political education and ferment in 
Bilbao. From 1921 to 1923 Her- 
nandez underwent a great deal of 
political ptrs< eution. At the time 
of Primo de Rivera's coup d'etat 
lie was dapped into prison as a 
result of the part lie had played in 
the mining strike of the summer 



of 1923. His youthfulness alone 
saved him from being condemned 
to six years of imprisonmnent. 

From that time on Hernandez 
played an increasingly important 
part in the political and trade 
union movement. He was arrested 
on many occasions. In 1927 he was 
jailed on the charge cf conspiring 
against the state. He remained in 
rison in Madrid until a few' months ; 
efore the fall of the dictatorship. 
Following his rt lease he returned 
to Bilbao, where he was made the 
victim of a boycott imposed on 
him by the employers in his trade. 
Black listed. He was obliged to 
find work in another trade, and 
he became a house painter. 

He continued to occupy impor- 
tant posts in his trade union. In 
March, 1930, 011 the occasion of the 
International Day fer the unem- 
ployed. he had to fice from Bilbao. 
But shortly afterwards he returned' 

He was made a member cf the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party, and later became director 
of the central organ of the Party, 

* Mundo Obrero * (The Worker’s 
World) in Madrid. In the summer 
of 1933 in *he Madrid Stadium, the 
Communist Party organized a great 
unity meeting w'ith the Socialist 
Party. Before a huge assemblage 
Hernandez delivered one of his j 
mest notable addresses. 1 

In February 1936 he was elected 
deputy for Cordova. I11 September 
1936 he joined the Government as 
Minister of Education. In the Ne- 
grin Government, formed in May, 
1937, he assumed the portfolio of 
Health in addition to that cf F'du- 
cation. 

As Minister cf Education and 
Health, Hernandez had achieved 
a tremendous amount of work. He 
had spread education among thou- 
ands of people and had orga- 
nized colonies for refugee children 
whom fascism has forced to flee 
from their homes. He had organi- 
zed Workers' Institutes, Research 
Centers, as well as National Coun- 
cils for Music and the Theatre, 
which have transformed these arts 
into real arts of the people. 

Now he has been appointed 
Commissar-General, cf the armies 
of the Center. Levante, Extrima- 
dura and .V.idalucia. The Spanish 
people heralds his appointment 
with joy and assurance that fas- 
cism will never dominate Spain. 
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BRIGADE ACCEPTS PATRONAGE | 

OF LOCAL FEDERATION OF U. G.T. j 

To the comrades of the Local Federation of the 
U. G. T. — Barcelona. 

Esteemed comrades: 1 

We receive with great joy your letter in which you 
comunicata your decision to assume patronage of our Bri 
gade. 

We esteem completely the value of your gesture and 
accept it. It is further proof of the solidarity and the unity 
that exists between those who fight against fascism with a 
rifle In the trenches and those wbo(, with the tool in hand, 
fight in the labor front. 

Our Brigade is the genuine representation of the Po. 
pnlar Front of the world, fn it are Britishers, Americans, 
Canadians, Cubans, Argentines, Catalans, Spaniards : men ; 

of al| races and colors, men of 26 nations, and among all 
of them there is only one thought, to destroy fascism. The 
unity among them is sealed by the hlood sacrificed by 
many of our best comrades. | 

Our Brigade, which contributed its energies to the glo^ 
rious days of the Popular Army at Jarama, Rrunete, Bel. 
chile, Teruel and Segura de BaAos, and which at this mo., 
ment is fighting on the Aragon front, pledges that as long | 

as a drop of hlood runs in our veins we shall continue the § 

struggle for the liberty and until complete liberation is won f 

for the Catalan people. The day will arrive when with the 
unity and the POWER OF AIJ, we shall annihilate tota- | 

lly from the territory of Spain all those who want to ens= § 

lave ns, of (hose who waut to deny us of our liberties which | 

we hold so dear. | 

In accordance with your wishes, this letter is accompa. § 

nied by a Delegation from our Brigade. These comrades | 

represent our entire unity. They are men who have dls> | 

tinguished themselves in the defense of the Catalan people. | 

They carry our affection and solidarity to those who work § 

in our rearguard for the triumph over the invaders. | 

Those consisting this Delegation are comrades from many | 

countries, such men as Mac Nash, British; Lloyd Thomas, f 

American; Manuel Ramirez, Spanish; Bernard Wiehe, Ca. | 

nadian; and Rafael Romero, Political Delegate of the Bri. | 

gade who heads the Delegation and represents our Commls | 

sariat. f 

You offer us material help. We also extend our services § 
to you. Our Delegation bears instructions and will discuss 1 
the whole matter with voii. f. 

We invite and shall receive with all warmth a rep re. | 

sentation of your Federation to a celebration which will 
he held in commemoration of the advent of the Republic 1 

on April 14, fn moments like these we shall be pleased to | 

have with us a group who has taken such interest as to f 

assume our patronage. | 

fn hoping for your visit we send from your brothers | 
of the 15th fnternational Brigade to all directors and milL 
tants of (he Local Federation our fraternal embraces. I 

Commissar of War of the 15th Brigade t 

(signed; JOllX CAT!\S \ 
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WOMEN KEEP UP PRODUCTION 
AS MEN LEAVE SHOPS FOR FRONT 




THESE WOMEN SAY: "Not a man in the rear who is fit for the front." 
Mobilization is going on at an unprecedented pace. 

ESTAS MUJERES CRITAN: "No debe quedar un solo hombre en la retaguardia 
one sea apto para el frente.** La movilizaclun se elrctua rapldbimamente. 
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QUENCHING THEIR THIRST 
Calmando la sed 




"FIELD OF BONFIRES" 

Story of a Doctor’s Escape 



Due J. D. hadn't I>een with ns 
very long before wc went into the 
last action, and after it was over 
many of u> thought he’d never he 
with us again. Captured? Here’s 
what happened, in his own word- 

— -We were driving along the 
highway to A. in the ambulance. 
There were about six ot us in the 
car, including some ambulance ov- 
erlies and S., who was acting as 
a runner. We approached a fork 
in the road. A few metres past this 
fork there was a hill. As we came 
up to it we could see machine- 
guns being set up. facing A., and 
a tank, and anti-tank guns. We 
stopped. Comrade S. went out to 
see whose troops they were. Im- 
mediately wc recognised them as 
fascists — not Spanish, they were 
too tall — , and too blonde. They 
may have been Germans. Their 
blue uniforms were certainly not 
ours. They shouted to S. “Venga 
agui !” — and little S. waved his 
arm and said “Espern un niomen- 
to, nosotros volvemos” and he 
hopped on to the step of the motor 
and shouted in to us to move on. 

Al, the chofer, streaked down 
the side road, someone took out a 
pistol — the machine-gun bullets 
and anti-tank shells passed us as 
if we were standing still. About 
four hundred metres down, the 
road ended at a house. W e drove 
around the house anti clambered 
nut. 

Bullets were trying to turn the 
corners of (he house. Wc in filtra- 
ted across the field to some bills. 
Here I became separated from 
the olhers. 1 had to rest in a small 
gully. After about fifteen minutes 
they stopped sending bullets my 
way, hut kept on filling the house 
by which the ear was parked with 
anti -tanks. About half an hour 
later they stopped and I heard the 
car being driven away. I decided 
to wait there till dark. Date in the 
afternoon T saw in the distance a 
file of men walking along the rail- 
road track. 1 decided I would 
follow that course in the night. 

Aided by the bright moon, that 
night I made my way into A, 1 
came in by way of an alley, and 
I noticed that a gr onp of soldiers 
looked at me curiously as I passed. 
I walked by without hesitating 



The town seemed to be full ot 
revelry, but at the same time pre- 
paiations were being made for the 
next morning. I saw light from a 
bar - - I went inti> the bar. There 
I found clusters of young Reque- 
ues — exceedingly young. I should 
say 17 or 18 years old. I didnt 
know exactly where T was. 1 wal- 
ked over to the owner, whom 1 
recognised as such by the custo- 
mary black corduroy trousers, and 
said to him “What town is this?’ 7 

He told me' where I . was. And 
casually, with my hack to the 
groups, ! asked (just to he sure) 
‘And what troops are the-.e?" 

• Fascists*. he whispered. 

The hoys around the table wore 
saying that our avion had given 
them hell today, 

I stood there for a minute and 
then walked out. crossed the 
highway and walked in the shade 
r.f the olive trees. The fields were 
full of huge bonfires, around 
v'hicli lanky Moors were march- 
ing. dancing and yelling to the 
laat of their drums. Passing one 
( f these groups 1 heard a familiar 
phrase — a moor saying to a Spa- 
nish Rci|uete "Manana mas”. The 
liiglnvay was filled with trucks 
and buses, beautiful buses, runn- 
ing on the mad to C. I passed 
out of the noise and went far into 
the fields. 

The next morning I met a cam- 

I esino. I asked him w here 1 could 
go. 1 le told me to follow him. not 

I I h > closely. We walkci I al>out a 
kilometre, and then he stopped. 
He pointed out a way for 111c. Tt 
was a difficult trail. Then wdien 
1 was at the foot of o cliff 1 heard 
someone shout - ’’Compa fiern !” 

At the top wa-re two peasants. 
I walked up to them, and as I got 
1o 1 he top they said “Oh. ovir 
punishment for calling to you!” 
Down below was a patrol of m.k 
fascists. 

They were debating which wav 
to go when our avion appeared. 
They scattered, and we saw no 
more of them. The campesinos 
took me to heir field house, fed 
me and hastened me on my way. 
At M. I found our forces. Was I 
happy ! 

— Glad to see vou kick, doc 1 
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; LA BRIGADA ACEPTA EL APADRINA- 

1 MIZNTO DE LA FEDERACI0N LOCAL 

DE LA U. G. T. 

A los camaradas de la Federacion local de la 
U. G. T. — Barcelona 

z Estimados camaradas : 

Reciblmos con una gran alegria vuestra carta en la que 
5 ncs comurilcais vuestra decision de apadrlnar nuestra Bri. 
gada. 

I: st i ma in os en todo la que vale vuestro gesto y lo acep. 

1 tamos; es una prueba mas de Ira soHdaridad y de la 

union que existe entre los que luchan contra el fascismo 
| con un lusil en las tricheras y los que con la herramienta 

j en la mano luchan en el Irenie de trabajo. 

| Nuestra Brigada es ta geuuina representation de[ Frente 

Popular del Mundo, en ella hay ingleses, Americanos, Ca. 
nadienses, Cuhanos, Argentinos, Catalanes, F.spanoles; horn* 

| bres de todas las razas y colores, hombres de 26 naciones, 

| en todos ellos no hay mas que um solo pensaintento, des. 

*ronar al fascismo; la union entre ellos esta sellada con la 
sangre derramada por much os de nuestros mejores cama- 
radas. 

Nuestra Brigada, que contrihuye con su esluerzo a jor. 
t nadas tan gloriosas para el EjGrcito Popular como Jarama, 
Brunete, Belchite. Teruel y Segura de BaAos, y que en estus 
| momentos lucha ca el Frente de Aragon, promete que mien- 

| tras en nuestras venas corra una gota de sangre, segulremos 

= luchando por la lihertad del Pueblo Catalan, hasta su com. 
pleta liberaciori y dia llegara en que con la union y el 
ESFUERZO DF. TODOS, en el territorio de EspaAa aniqui 
laremos totalmente a los que quleren esclavizarnos, a los 
que quieren qultarnos las libertades que nos son tan caras. 

De acuerdo con vuestros deseos, acompaAa a esta carta 
una Delegacion de esta Brigada, estos hombres llevan la 
representation de todos los que componemos la unidad, ellos 
son (os hombres que mis se ban dlstinguido en la delensa 
del Pueblo Catalan y llevan hasta vosotros uuestro afecto, 
nuestra solidaridad a los que trabajais en nuestra retaguar- 
dip por el trlunfo sobre el Invasor. 

I:n esta Delegacion van hombres de todos los paises, bom. 
bres que como, Mac Nash, ingles; Lloyd Thomas, amerl. 
cano; Manuel Ramirez, espaAol; Bernard Wlebe. canadien. 
se, y Rafael Romero, delegado politico de esta Brigada que 
\a como Jefe de la Delegacion y como representante de este 
Comisariado. 

Nos ofreciis vuestro apoyo material; nosotros tambi£n os 
lo ofrecemos, nuestra Delegacion (leva instrucciones en este 
sea lido, tamhien os hablara y recogera las vuestras. 

Igualmente os decimos que reclbiremos con todo carino 
a otra representation de esa Federacion que bien pudiera 
sistir a la fiesta que en nuestra unidad se celebrara el 14 de 
Abril como tonmemoracion del advenimienio dc la Repu. 
hlica y en esos momentos de alegria para todu antifascista 
no debe faltar entre nosotros la representation de los que 
tan desfnteresadainentc nos apadrinau. 

En espera de vuestra vlsita recibir todos vosotros, dir j . 
gentes > jnilltantes de la Federacion Local un fraternal 
abrazo de vuestros hermanos de la 15 Brigada International. 

por la 1 5 Brigada International 
FI Comisario de Brigada 

johx 

1 1 ; ii ■ .. 1 r >i- > ' ■ ■ ■ . 1 f ' ■ i ■ . . . . . 11 . 

TODAS LAS UNIDADES DE LAS B. I. CELE- 
BRAN EL ANIVERSARIO DE LA REPUBL’CA 



XCn todos h>s hatnllonos dc rc- 
serva ilo his Brigadas Internn.- 
eionalcs y on los Fatal lones cn 
liuca, ^e ha. festejado cl aniver- 
snrio dc la Rcpnblicji Ivspnnola. 
>'n particular sc ha saludado a 
los nnevos Rochitns y a los nuc- 
vos volmitnrios que ban ingresa- 
do cn las Rrigndas Intcruacio- 
nalcs. 

E11 cstas manifestacioucs ban 
bccho nso de la palabrn Oficiales 
y Comisarios, asf como. el L'omi- 
sario Inspector, Cainarada Luigi 
Gallo. T-a Musica de la Brigada 



«< iarihaldi* ha tocado los himtios 
Republicanos. 

Eu todas estas rcuuiones sc 
ban enviudo telcgramas do salu- 
do al I'resitlentc de la Repub! iea 
y al Prcsideirte del Gohienm del 
Frente Popular. 

Todos los voluntaries, autir 
guos y mievos, ban reafinnado 
una vez. inns su inqucbrantablc 
vohiutad de In char hasta la ul- 
tima gota de sangre para aplastar 
al fascismo y cellar del siielo pa- 
trio al invasor extraiijet*o. 
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ITALIANS FORCED 
TO VOLUNTEER 
SAYS PRISONER 

Giovarui Fniiiieti* ,;m italiaii 
prisoner, (.’oiiK'i lrum PurluA cne- 
ic, iuai I.c Spezzic. Hu was a 
Sergeant Major of the .Flauie- 
Thi owing* Machinc-i Am Section 
of tliu ALittono* Division when 
Ik was taken prisoner on April 
4th on the < lainii-sa-Toi tosa Koail. 

Fnniicto is years ohi ami 
belongs to the regular Italian 
A i my. I lc does not belongs to 
the fascist party, for members of 
the regular Army have the r i 1 1 1 
to choose whether they wisli to 
join the fascist party or not. 

He declared that the Senior of- 
ficers in his barracks in I tap as- 
ked for volunteers to go and fight 
in Spain and made an appeal 
stating that Italy had recognized 
Fianco as the only legitimate go* 
vernme it of .Spain since the Re- 
publicans were nothing but a 
mixture of Russians and Freneh- 
mcii who wished to convert Spain 
into a Soviet Republic, a tiling 
which the Duce could not allow. 
The prisoner declared emphatica- 
lly that when volunteers arc ca- 
lled for any mission, men arc 
compelled to offer themselves, 
otherwise they could be punished 
in one wav or another. 

Re fore he entered the army, 
Friuneto was studying to be a 
school teacher, but lack of eco- 
nomic means froced him to abau- 
non that career and to enlist in 
the regular army. 

In Italy fonetie propaganda is 
being carried on against the 
• reds*. Rut, since lie has been a 
prisoner in tlicir bands, Fnniicto 
realizes to the full how false this 
propaganda really is. 

An Italian newspaper entitled 
«I1 Lcgionnrio* is published daily 
in Saragossa. Formerly it was pu- 
blished in Salamanca. It is enti- 
rely in Italian and carries on a 
t rein cm ions campaign of propa- 
ganda so ns to proven t the •vo- 
lunteers)) from being taken pri- 
soners or from deserting to t he 
Government lines, by telling 
them of the torture methods em- 
ployed bv the «.reds». 

All the Italians fighting in 
Spain are well aware of the Ita- 
lian defeat at ( Inndul jara. The 
officers declare that the Garibnl- 



i ; i Division was comjiosed of «;uen 
ot evil living*. 

The Italian officers have forbid- 
den everybody to speak to the 
< 'lovernnicnt prisoners. 

The Italian forces never fly the 
Franco Hag and when they enter 
battle they produce small ban- 
ners with the colors of the Ita- 




lian flag.. Recently this was for- 
bidden by the officers, but the 
Italian « volunteers* jjersist in 
wearing them. 

The prisoner confirms t lie exis- 
tence ■>£ Italian «carahiuieri* in 
certain Spanish fascist cities, whe- 



re they do guard duty, while on 
the main roads there arc control 
posts manned by Italian black- 
shirts. At all imi>ortaiit railway 
stations there is an Halian con- 
trol ami there are large notices 
with the following inscription, 
• Com ami o Mihlari di stazione*. 

He con firms tile fact that no 
Italian soldier can k ,ve the IV- 
11 insula until the war is over. 

The lMialaiigists and Ret) . ctes 
are despised by the Italians be- 
cause they liatc one another. 
When the}’ talk to the legionaries 
the Phalangists say that the Rc- 
(j notes arc traitors who want the 
King; and the R o - ep ssay that the 
Phalangists display a lot of uni- 
form and a lot of pistol, but that 
tlie>- never to any fighting. 



ASSAULT GUARDS VOLUN- 
TEER FOR THE FRONT 

In an interview recently, Se- 
fioj- Paulino Gomez. Saiz, the Mi- 
nister of the Interior, stated that 
ioo lieutenants, 50 captains ami 
a number of senior officers belon- 
ging to the Assault Guards had 
volunteered to go to the front. 
The fact that their officer had 
been accepted, the Minister de- 
clared, was the best proof of the 
fact that there is perfect order 
in the rear. 



NEGRIN APPEALS 
JO PEOPLE’S ARMY 

(CoKlimud {tom f'agf 1). 

uf your heroism for the triumph 
o( national independence which 
has been endangered by the trea- 
son of the rebels and the ambi- 
tions of two foreign ]>owers. 

1 have been with you at the 
fronts and I know you. That is 
why I trust that, in compliance 
with the commands of Spam, you 
will resist firmly and valiantly. 
Soldiers, my confidence Is comply 
te. Through the sacrifices of today 




which you are calmly Eaciug, one 
can already discern the victories 
of tomorrow. Just as you are, I 
am deeply convinced that we are 
going to win. There Is only one 
way of achieving victory ' by re* 
si sting. And you shall resist! In 
obedience not only to the voice 
of a man, but to the voice of our 
country which Is sadly and an. 
grily clamoring for freedom 
which has been lost in rebel te- 
rritory and which is now threa> 
tened In the loyalist zone. This 
Vuul which bestowed upon us 
modesty and pride, vice and, vir- 
tue ; this land to which we were 
bound by our fathers and to 
which we offer our sons; this 
generous laud which is invincible 
for those who try to humiliate 
it; this Fatherland of ours do 
mands its full independence, its 
unlimited sovereignty and the 
right to enjoy its freedom. It de- 
mands it from you and from me, 
soldier. From you and from me, 
who are its sous. Let the weapon, 
which is given to us to defend 
it not he surrendered until death. 

Officers, commissars and sob 
diers of the Air, Sea and Land 
forces; An unbreakable order; Re. 
sist until death! One slogan: 
Victory. One cry; Long live 
Spain !» 




Jefes, Comisarios y Soldados del EMrcito Popular: 
Todos los espartoles se esfuerzan por superarse. 
Superaos tambi&n vosofros. 

Ni un pa! mo de tierra a l extranjero. 

Con disciplina rfgida, con eapacitacidn concienzuda, con 
herofsmo inabatible, haced de nuestro ej&rcito el Ejerciio vic- 
torioso de una Esparta independiente, libre y feliz. 

Dr. NEGRIN, Preoideme 
del Con&ejo de Mlnlsjros. 

<f#f de £u Mr 1 



TROUBLE FOR MOOCHO PINTER 



By Andy 




Another alarm? 

What s up with you ? 

I Atarma suena ! 

(De la cama fueral 



Every five minutes 
weTe «standing to* 

Cada clnco mlnutos preparados 

hay que estar, 
en caso de alarma tal. 



One of these days 
I'll sleep right thru! 

I En la prdxima alarmita, 
me quedarl en ia camita! 



HIT!... 

(Trouble tor Moocho Pinter). 

Y por hacer lo que dijo, - 
las consecuenclas maldijo. 
(Desgraclas deun «mucho plnta». 



Pointed In Spain -Imp. Elzevlrlana, E. C. -Torres Amat, 9 - Barcelona 




S«Mf( 
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DORAN-FIRST TO ADVANCE 
-LAST TO RETREAT 

By JOHN GATES, Commissar 15th Brigade 




DIGGING IN 
FORTIFICANDO 
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DAVE DORAN 



Doran was a member of that 
great body of commissars whose 
names are inextricably linked with 
the history of the Spanish People’s 
Army — of the great tradition of 
commissars who were the first to 
advance, the last to retreat. 

One cannot speak of the trans- 
formation of the 15th Brigade into 
a disciplined regular army unit 
without speaking of Doran. Today 
we accept the discipline and forms 
of the regular army as a matter of 
course but veterans of the i^th 
Brigade remember when it was 
considered ‘‘bourgeois" to salute an 
officer, officers condescended to 
wear their stripes, and uniforms, 
morning parade; orders of the day, 
military instruction was not consi- 
dered neces>ary. etc. Lt.-t'ol Copic 
in his- article deals unite extensively 
with the valuable assistance Doran 
gave him in the successful struggle 
to militarize the Brigade, so I shall 
say no more about it. 

Doran also made great contribut- 
ions towards strengthening the 
bonds of unity between the Spanish 
and International comrades. He 
fought and exposed any manifestat- 
ion of chauvinism against the Spa- 
nish, against any intimation that 
Spaniards are inferior. It was lie 
who first launched the slogan of 
making the 15th Brigade a univer- 
sity for Spanish officers, of each 
International adopting a Spanish 
brother, pointing out that the best 



n lid most lasting contribution the 
Internationals could make in Spain 
would be to leave behind a great 
body of Spanish officers and com- 
missars trained by the Internatio- 
nals. Doran not only instilled ihi- 
idea i 1 1 the minds of the men hut 

a Do showed example by lieing the 
first to put his principle into prac- 
tice. It was under Doran’s tutelage 
that a soldier, a M iliciano de Cult li- 
ra, fose Maria Sastre, became Ad- 
jutant Brigade Commissar and 
finally Division Commissar. So aPo 
with Jose Maria Varela, now Ad- 
jutant Brigade Commissar. 

Doran was one of those rare 
conmiPsar* who arc as good mili- 
tary commanders as they are com- 
missars. At Caspe, in the absence 

of Brigade Commander Copie, Do- 
ran acted as Brigade Commander 
for two days a ml organizsd a resis- 
tance which made the Herman fas- 
cist press declare later had delayed 

the whole fascist advance several 
days. Again as commander of the 
Batea sector. Doran, using the Lin- 
coln Battalion as his main base, set 
up a successful line of resistance 
that halted the fascist advance until 
orders were received to retire — a 
retirement from which Doran did 

not return. Truly it can be said of 
Doran (the highest praise any com- 
missar can receive, he was the first 
to advance, the last to retreat). 

This is the heritage Doran lias 
left us — a heritage that is the life 
of the Brigade itself and that wc 
can never forget. Today we arc fa- 
ced with new and greater tasks. Wc 
are in a far more favorable posit- 
ion than ever before. But the enemy 
is also preparing: hard and diffi- 

cults battles are ahead. Wc cannot 
be satisfied with our good work 
accomplished to date. It is neces- 
sary to carry forward with the 
( 1 K 1 A T KS T SPEED the p rogr am 
and heritage left us by Doran. 



Therefore, on this May 1 st, we 
the combatants of the 15th Brigade 
pledge in the name of our former 
Brigade Commissar Dave Doran: 
to rapidly improve and perlect our 
military organization, to improve 
the instruction for every man and 
officer, to accelerate our fort ideat- 
ion work, to train new Spanish 
cadres, to further cement the unity 
between Internationals and Spa- 
niards by organizing them together 
in the same squad, to carry into 

real life the slogan — WE L 1 VK 
TOGETHER* WE EIGHT TO- 
GETHER, to develop vigilance 

against defeatists and gossip mon- 
gers and all those elements who aid 
the enemv, to work with ever in- 
creasing rythm so as to nerfeet our 
fighting machine. 

Let us he worthy of Doran. Let 
his life serve as an example to all 
of us. Let us share Doran's impla- 
cable hate towards fascism llu t cau- 
sed him. an outstanding leader of 
the Young Communist League of 
the U. S. A., to come to Spain and 
give his life that democracy may 
live. Let us say together with Do- 
ran : 

i VIVA LA is BRIGADA! 

i VIVA EL EJERCITO POPU- 
LAR! 

iVIVA LA REPUBLICAN . 



“WILL FIGHT FASCISM 
TO END” H Y. TIMES 
WRITER IS TOLD 

William P. Carney, the New York 
Times correspondent with Franco, 
paid a vi>it several weeks ago to 
six of our comrades who had been 
captured during the last offensive, 
lie found them all well, but not 
particularly eager to see or talk 
with hint. “The general opinion 
among us", he quotes one of them. 
’ lax Parker, as telling him, “Is 
that vou have sold out to the fas- 
Cl -4 s . 

Despite the fact that Carney’s 
well-known pro-fa>cist attitude was 




as evident as ever in this story, he 
could not help grugingly admitting 
that the morale of these six Ame- 
rican comrades was unshaken. John 
Logan, of ^Boston made no secret 
of his polities or of his political 
convictions in talking to Franco’s 
stooge. Carney. 

Logan then went on to say, quot- 
ing the account in the Times, “1 
came to Spain more than a year 
ago and have served on ajl fronts 
except the Andalusian. I gave up a 
job as a seaman when I enlisted. 
I have been wounded twice and T 
intend to fight to the end in this 
war against world fascism that is 
bring w'aged in Spain”. 

'The names of the six comrades 
from the Lincoln-Washington and 
Mackenzie- Papineau BattaLonswho 

so staunchly maintain their antifas- 
cist faith 111 spite of their imprison- 
ment in one of Franco’s concentrat- 
ion camp are: John Logan, Max 
Parker, Matthews Dykstra, Ed- 
ward Hodge, Richard Thompson, 
and Morris Conway. They are an 
additional proof, if any were nee- 
ded, of the firm spirit that has 
brought so many Toyal antifascists 
to fight the German and Italian 
invaders of Spain. 




COMMISSAR DORAN presenting soldier with reward for merit 
EL COMISARIO DORAN ofreciendo regalos por rafritos de guerra 
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DORAN - EL PRIMERO EN AVANZAR, 
EL 0LTIMO EN RETROCEDER 

Por JOHN GATES, Comisario 15 Brigada 



Doran fu£ un miembro del gran 
euerpo de Comisarios, cuyos nom- 
bres estdn fntimamente ligadcs con 
la historia del Ejercito Popular de 
Espana — de la gran tradicidn 
de los Comisarios — el primero en 
avanzar, el ultimo en retroceder. 

Nadie puede hablar de la trans- 
formacibn de la 15 Brigada en 
una unidad del ejercito regular 
disciplinado, sin hablar dc Doran. 
Hoy dia nosotros aceptamos la 
disciplina y formas del ejercito 
regular como una cosa normal, 
pero los veU-ranos de la 15 Bri- 
gada reeucrdan cuando era con- 
siderado < burguAs » saludar a un 
oficial. el que los oficiales usaran 
sus graduaciones y uniformes, la 
parada por la inanana, orden del 
dia, la instniceidn militar era con- 



el a vance fascista por alguncs dias. 
Otra vez como Comandante dri 
sector Batea, Doran, usando el 
Batal!6n Iancoln como su linica 
base, levanto una formidable lfnca 
de resistencia que detuvieron el 
avance fascista hasta que fueron 
recibidas ordenes de retirada, de 
la cual Doran no regreso. Verda- 
deramente : e puede decir que 
Doran ^el mis grande premio que 
un Comisario puede recibir), fue el 
primero en avanzar y el ultimo 
en retroceder. 

Esta es la herencia que Doran 
ncs ha dejado, una herencia que 
es la vida de la Brigada ella misma 
y que nunca podremos olvidar. 
Hoy nrsotros estamos enfrentados 
con una nueva y gran tarsa. No- 
sot ros estanios ahora en posicioii 




JOHN GATES, BOB THOMPSON, y DAVE DORAN 




EL TAMBOR DE SAN PEDOR 

Por el capital) German Hernandez Antdn, 
Comandante del 59 Batallon 



siderada conio no necesaria, etc. 
El Teniente Coronel Copic, en su 
articulo hace resaltar extensamen- 
te la eficaz ayuda que Doran le 
presto en la gran tarea de milita- 
rizar la Brigada, as! que no dire 
mAs sobre esto. 

Doran tambien contribuyo a 
estrechar los lazos entre los cam- 
aradas espauoles e internacionales. 
El lucho y puso de manifiesto 
cualquier manifestacioii de cho- 
vinismoen contra de los espa- 
noles, en contra cualquier senti- 
miento de inferioridad liacia los 
espaiioles, 1'uc el primero que lanz6 
la cousigna de hacer la 13 Brigada 
una I’niversidad para los Oficiales 
espaiioles, de que cada interna- 
cional adopt a ra un hermano es- 
panol, ponieiulo de manifiesto que 
el mejor y ultima contribueion que 
los internacionales pueden hacer 
cm Espana es dejar un gran euerpo 
dc Oficiales y Comisarios espauoles. 
Doran, no solo gravd esta idea en 
la meiite de los hombres sino que 
tambien les mestro en la practica 
sus principles, Euc bajo la tutela 
dc Doran, (pic cl Miliciano de la 
Cult nra Jcse Maria East re. llegara 
a ser ayudante dc Comisario de 
Brigada y ultimamente Comisario 
de Division, Asi, tambien con Jose 
Maria Varela, ahora ayudante de 
Comisario de Brigada. 

Doran, fue 11110 de escs rarcs 
Comisarics que son tan Buenos 
Comandaiites militares como Co- 
misarios. E'n Caspe, durante la 
auseucia del Comandante Copic, 
Doran fue Comandante de Brigada 
por dos dias v organizando una 
resistencia que los fascistas aleina- 
ues eu su prensa mas tarde decla- 
rnron que 1 labia retard ado todo 



mas favorable, como uuuca ante- 
rior mente. Pero el enemigo estd 
preparando grandes y difieiles ba- 
tallas. Nosotros no podemos estar 
satisfechcs con nuestro trabajo rea- 
lizado hasta ahora. Es necesario 
llevar a cabo con grtm intensidad 
el programa y herencia dejada a 
nosotros por Dave Doran. 

Por consiguiente, est»- Primero 
de Mayo, nosotros. los coiubatien- 
tes de la 15 Brigada InUrnacional, 
promete, en nombre dc nuestro 
Comisario de Brigada Dave Doran : 
rapidamente el nicjoramiento y 
perfeccionamiento de nucstra orga- 
nizacion militar, niejorar la ins- 
truccion por cada liombre y oficial, 
atvlerar nuestro trabajo de forti- 
fication, entreuar nuevos cuadros 
espauoles, hacer el hlnque de la 
unidad eutre los espaiioles y los 
internacionales organ i/.:i ni loins jun- 
tos eu las niismas escnadras, llevar 
a hi vida real la con-igna : Noso- 
tros vivimos juntos, Nosotros lu- 
chamos juntos, desarrollur vigilar- 
cia en contra los derrotistas y mun- 
mu rad ores, v todos esns element os 
que ayndan al enemigo, trabajar 
con ritino tail acelerado y perfecto 
como el de nuestros aintcralladoras. 

Seunics dignes dc Doran. Oue 
su vida sirva de ejemplo para to- 
dcs nosotros. 

Compartamos el implacable odio 
de Doran a] faseisnio. que fue lo 
que le impulso a el, destacado di- 
rigente de la Eiga J 11 vend Comu- 
nista de lea EH; El’., a venir a 
Espana y dar sn vida para que 
la democracia pndiera vivir. Di- 
ganios todos juntos con Doran : 

! VIVA DA 15 BRIGADA. — 
VIVA EE EJERCITO POPEEAR. 
VIVA EA REPEBE 1 CA ! 



Uno de los factores que mas in- 
fluyen y deciden en la guerra son 
la astucia y la moral, factores de 
los que nosotros, al no haber es- 
tudiado nunca este dificil y macabro 
arte de las niatanzas colectivas, has- 
ta que por imposicion tuvimos que 
hacerlo no liemos sabido aprove- 
char y utilizar en la medida en que 
lo hubieramos podido hacer, y mu- 
cho menos prevenirnos contra los 
audaces golpes de “efecto moral” 
(como podriamos llamar) de los que 
hacen la guerra por vocacion y pro- 
fesion. Y digo esto porque no fal- 
tan Camaradas que justifiquen su 
ultima retirada, diciendo que ha- 
bian visto un oficial fascista que 
gritaba: jVenga un Batallon que 
avance por la izquierda y otro que 
concentre su fuego en la posicion 
por la derecha !, asi como si los ul- 
timos reveses que nos ha infligido 




LT. DIGGES y DAVE 
en TERUEL 



el enemigo los hubiera hecho a 
base de heroismo o la abundancia 
dc su infanteria, asi como si igno- 
ramos que la astucia de los milita- 
res que se pasan su vida estudiando 
esta carreno no lo llevara a vftces 
a disfrazar las tres seccjoned de una 
conipania con uniformes del Tercio 
v Camisas Negras, con el fin de 
dar la sensacion de que son tres ba- 
tallones distintos los que nos atacan 
al mismo tienipo. 

Insisto en que nosotros, al no ha- 
ber desperdiciado en cosas tan con- 
traproducentes e inutiles, como lo cs 
cl aprender a hacer la Guerra, a pe- 
sar de la autoeducacion que haya- 
mos podido adquirir con la practica 
de dos anos, nos falta niucho por 
aprender en todos los ordenes y en 
estos dos mas que cn otros. Y apro- 
posito del tenia contare una historia 
mas o menos legendaria y que a to- 
dos nos puede servir de leccion. 
Cuentan que durante la Guerra de 
la Independence los franceses in- 
tentaron un desembarco cn la costa 
catalana cerca del pueblo de San 
lYdor: donde no habia guarnicion 
alguna. El desembarco se efectuo 
sin novedad : pero cuando estaban 
cn la playa oyeron cl redoblc de un 
tambor que avauzaba sobre una 
montana dominante cubierta de pi- 
nos. lo cual imped.ia toda visuali- 
dad. El' general francos que man- 
daba aquella fuerza suponiendo que 
se trataba dc un ejercito quo avan- 
zaha para plantearle combate, y 
considerandose cn inferioridad de- 
bido a las condiciones del terreno, 
ordeno reembarcar inmediatamen- 
te, y como durante el reembarco cl 
redoble del tambor continuaba 
avanzando. la tropa, creyendosc 
comprometida, quiso ganar los bar- 
cos a nado, percciendo la mayor 
parte dc ellos. Sin embargo, nor la 
pinada no a van za ha ningiin ejerci- 
to, sino un chico de ■ catorcc anos 
que sabiendo tocar cl tambor tuvo 
cse golDC de audacia. 

No crco que en cl Ejercito Po- 
pular este demas aprender un po- 
quito de Historia para impedir que 
nos pase como les'paso a las Imcstes 
dc Napoleon. 
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DAVE DORAN " Fine Comrade 

// Dave 

"Great loyalty, capacity for sacrifice, modesty By JOSE MAR)A sastre 

By Lt. - Col. VLADIMIR COPIC, Commander 15 Brigade CommisHiT 35 Division 




COMRADE COPIC addressing Brigade troops 
EL CAMARADA COPIC hablando a las Iropas de la Brigada 



Dave Doran followed Steve Nel- 
son as Commissar of War, taking 
over the post just after the splen- 
did operation of the IS Brigada at 
Belchite. I was very sorry about 
Nelson's return to America because 
at that time the Brigade was con- 
fronted with enormous tasks, and 
in such a situation to change the 
Commissar did not seem the best 
tiling. When Doran was presented 
to me as the successor of Nelson 
my first thought was, “Will this 
voung fellow be able to cope with 
the problems and tasks which he 
will meet as Commissar of War of 
our Brigade. 1 ' 

However after several days of 
joint activity all my fears were 
dissipated, and 1 was delighted to 
have found so able a co-worker as 
Dave. We soon discovered his fine 
qualities: an extraordinary loyalty, 
tremendous capacity for making 
sacrifices, great modesty. Without 
any loss of time, he set about his 
new tasks energetically and en- 
thusiastically. And, what is more 
important, without any previous 
experience in military matters, he 
straightway grasped the full mean- 
ing of the tasks that confronted the 
Brigade. He quickly helped in the 
raising of its fighting capacity. 

Despite the splendid accomplish- 
ments M the Brigade at Belchite. 
its military preparedness was not 
up to the required level. The grade 
of marksmanship was low, alth- 
ough the care of arms was quite 
fair. And in a tactical respect units 
were not sufficiently trained. Dis- 
cipline and order in the various 
units were poor. This was hardly 
surprising. The American comrades, 
who became a very important fac- 
tor in the re-organization of the 
Brigade as an English-speaking 
Brigade, had at that time almost no 
military experience and training. 
The situation then was serious, too, 
because of the general re-organi- 
zation of the International Briga- 
des. Battalions like the Dimitrov 
and F-anco- Beige, with richer mi- 
litary experience and superior 
training, were being transferred. 
The departure of the Dimitrov was 
an especially heavy loss because it 




was not only orje of our best bat- 
talions but one of the best battal- 
ions in any of the Brigades. 

With unremitting energy, Da- 
ve gave himself to the task of rais- 
ing the fighting capacity of the 
Brigade. Among the olive groves 
of A-hnachuel, on the high lands of 
Senes; then on the rough plains of 
Ambite, Mondejar, and Albarcs, 
in all these places the Brigade is 
training hard, preparing for future 
battles. All the time Dave goes 
from one Battalion to another, pa- 
tiently and convincingly explaining 
the necessity for such intensive 
preparation. He demands of the 
Battalions and Companies tat great 

attention be given to marksmanship 
and the care of arms. Ty-elesly he 
fights for discipline, and especially 
against the misconception held by 
Americans and other Internationals 
that they were entitled to some kind 
of special treatment. Certain mis- 
guided “Democrats.’' were saying, 
“It is impossible to 'expect English 
and Americans to salute officers 
because they have never been ac- 
customed to do so in their own 
countries”. One of these “Demo- 
crats” even tried to tell us that 
since Americans did not salute Ge- 
neral Pershing, they could not be 
expected to salute r.ow in Spain. 
However thanks to the efforts of 
Doran both American and English 
comrades, soon came to understand 
the necessity for strict discipline. 
They saw that saluting was an ex- 
pression of such discipline. What 
was .impossible for General Pers- 
hing, according to our comrade, 
was accomplished by our War 
Commissar. 

In battle Dave was a fearless lea- 
der. He was often in the front li- 
nes. He always made it his direct 
concern that the men were properly- 
supplied with food, amunition, me- 
dical aid. While in other Brigades, 
under less severe conditions, sol- 
diers sometimes went for weeks 
without hot meals, ours, even in the 



most trying circumstances received 
theirs. Great credit for this goes 
to Dave who at all times showed 
the greatest concern for the sol- 
dier’s welfare. 

During a short period. Dave ac- 
quired rich military experience. 
Besides the operations at Quinto 
and Belchite, where he worked as 
a Company Political Commissar, 
Dave, as Commissar of War of the 
Brigade, took part in the operat- 
ions at Fuentcs de Ebro, Altos dc 
Celadas, Terucl, Segura de los Ba- 
nos, Belcliitc-Caspe, Batea, and 
Gandesa. He won such confidence 
as a result of this work that the 
Divisional Command entrusted him 
with the leadership of military ope- 
rations. For example, during my 
absence at Cnspe, Doran Was ac- 
tually the Brigade Commander. 
Again, between Batea and Nanaspe, 
he was entrusted with the military 
command of certain operations. At 
that time the Lincoln-Washington 
Battalion was occupying this sector. 

It is hard to believe that Dave 
is lost, that those glowing eyes, 
keen to see the way to victory, 
are closed forever, lt is hard to 
believe that this voice which so 
often encouraged and cheered the 
fighters of the 15th Brigade, is 
stilled. But for us who had the 
good fortune to work with Dave, 
who had heard his voice and had 
seen his steadfast eyes, he Jives on in 
us, and in all those who continue to 
fight for the cause in which he 
strove and gave his all. In the his- 
tory of the fight against barba- 
rous fascism, in the struggle for 
liberty and peace, especially in the 
history of the struggles of the Ame- 
rican working class, Dave Doran, 
this sterling son of the American 
Y. C. L. will serve as an example 
of international solidarity. Under 
the same banner, which he helped 
t'l raise so gloriously, millions will 
march on, the whole world over, in 
the struggle against fascism. 



What a fine comrade Dave was ! 
Today, when I think of him, I re- 
call N above .all that face so full of 
energy. Probably we all think of 
him in that way. I first knew him 
when he was serving as aid to that 
other fine Commissar, Steve Nel- 
son. I was introduced to him by 
Vic, a good friend and comrade, 
very English, phlegmatic but since- 
re, conscientious and a good wor- 
ker. 

At that time Doran showed the 
strength of character that was his 
principle characteristic. He had a 
strong spirit, a spirit of steel. In his 
love of the proletariat, he had noth- 
ing hut hatred for the common ene- 
my. the black beast. He did excel- 
lent work as Commissar of the XjV 
Brigade. I worked beside him dur- 
ing a long time; I lived very close 
to Doran, and to me he was friend 
and teacher both. He had a great 
deal of experience as a result of 
his work in the American Y. C. L. 
of which he had been the Secretary. 
Whenever he was called on to deal 
with a political problem or with 
some special situation that arose in 
the Battalion, he did it with justice 
and exactness, always with a firm 
graso of the facts. And this quality 




•nahled him to face any difficulties, 
and to maintain a fine fighting spi- 
rit in the Brigade. One thing par- 
ticulary was occupying him dur- 
ing recent months: the establish- 
ment of good Spanish command in 
the Battalions. The greater part of 
his work was devoted to this task. 
When lie saw a comrade that 
seemed to him to possess the quali- 
ties of leadership, he would say to 
me, “We must help that comrade”. 
And he never let the matter rest 
there; lie interested himself in that 
comrade’s particular work ; he dis- 
cussed any problems that might 
come up with li ini ; lie accepted his 
advice or corrected his opinions as 
the case might be, never failing to 
communicate his own high enthu- 
siasm. 

The last time I spoke with him, 
it was over the telephone. He began 
with his customary greeting, “Que 
hay. Jose. Como esta ?” with his 
American accent that always used 
to make me smile. He was very 
happy because in his sector, the 
comrades of the Lincoln had fought 
very well. I think hack today with 
a great deal of feeling to the last 
words that he spoke to me — words 
that seemed to sum up his whole 
life from his early days as a sailor 
in America to his final work as 
Brigade Commissar, “No Pasa- 
ran.” 

I write these lines in his memory 
—in memory of niv friend and my 
teacher — and I realize how inade- 
quate they are to give an impression 
of the man that Dave Doran was. 
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Lealtad suprema, capacidad para sacrificios, y modestia" 

Por Teniente-coronel VIADIMIR COPIC, Corpondont© 15 Brjgado 



"Que gran ca- 
marada Dave” 

Por JOS£ MARIA SASTRE 
Comisario 35 Division 



DAW! JJORAN sueedio a Steve 
Nelson como Comisario de Guerra, 
inmediatamente dcspucs dc la es- 
plciidida operation tie la 13 Bri- 
gade en Belchitc. Sintio nmcho el 
regreso do Nelson a America, pues 
jior aquellos tieinpos se habfa en- 
comendado a la is Brigada un 
trabajo de inuclia importancia v 
en tales cironnstaneias no era lo 
in&s indicado el cambiar de Coini- 
sario, Cuaiulo me presentaron a 
Doran como sueesor de Nelson mi 
primer pensamiento fue : * ?Seru 
capaz esto muehaclio de afrontar 
los problemas y las tareas que eomo 
Comisario dc guerra se le van a 
plantear en nuestra Brigada? * 

Sin embargo. dcsput-'S de varios 
dfas de aetividad en coimni, que- 
daron disipados todcs mis temores 
y quedc encantado de halier en- 
contrado nn eolaborador tan efi- 
caz y apto eomo Dave. Pronto des- 
cubrimos sus excelentcs cualida- 
dcs : una extraordinaria lealtad, 
grail eapaeidad para el saerificio, 
eiiorme modestia. Sin perder tiem- 
po emprendio eon energia y entu- 
siasmo su trabajo. V. lq que es 
aun mAs importante. sin haber 
tenido previas experieuctas en 
cuestiones militares. cqinprendio 
inmediatamente toda la importan- 
da de la taTea que afrontaba la 
Brigada. E11 seguida se puso a 
ayudar para elevar su capacidad 
combat iva. 

A pesar del esplendido rondi- 
miento dc la Brigada en Belchitc, 
su prcparacion militar dejaba 11111- 
cho que dcsear. El grado de pun- 
terfa.era muy bajo, el cuidado de 
las armas bastante regular V en 
cuanto a la ensehanza taeliea de 
sus unidadcs, no era tampoco sufi- 
ciente. Da diseiplina v el orden 
eran deficientes. Esto no sorpren- 
dJa deinasiado. Ia:s camaradas 
amcricanos que fucron un factor 
muv importante en la reorganiza- 
ciori de la Brigada como Brigada 
dc habla inglesa, apenas tenian cn 
aquel tiempo experiencia ni ins- 



truceion militar. Ea situacioii era 
muy seria tambicn a causa de la 
rcorganizacibn general de las Bri- 
gadas Internacionales. Batallones 
eomo el Dimitrov y el batallon 
Franco- Bclga que poseian una riea 
experiencia militar y una prepa- 
raei6n superior, fueron traslada- 
dos. Ea mareha del Dimitrov five 
en especial una gran perdida. jer- 
que era, no solamcnte uno tie 
nuestros mejorcs batallones sino 
imo de los mejores batallones cutre 
todos los de las Brigadas, 

Sin regatear energias. Dave se 
entrego a la obra tie elevar la eapa- 
eidad combat iva de la Brigada. 
For los olivares de Almaelmel.en 
las tierras alias de Senes, en las 
Asperas llanuras de Ambite. Mon- 
dejar v Albares, en todos estos si- 
tios estd la Brigada instruyendose, 
prepardndose ]>ara batallas fntu : 
ras. Dia tras dia. pacicntemente. 
va Dave de un batulldn a otro ex- 
poniendo de manera jiersuasiva 
el por que de la neecsidad tie aque- 
11a prcparacion a marehas forza- 
das. Pide a las Compuhias y a los 
Batallones la mayor atencion eii 
el tiro v el niAximo enidado en cl 
cnidado de las annas. 1 rabaja sin 
dcseanso por la diseiplina y espe- 
cialiuctitc contra el Talso erilerio 
tie los amerieaiios y otros interna- 
eionalcs tpie se ereen niereedores 
dc un tralo especial. Clerics *di- 
moeratas * descarriadcs sostenian : 
Es imposible esperar de les ingle- 
ses y de los norteamerieancs que 
saludan a los oficiales porque en 
sus paiscs no hail si do acostnm- 
brados a olio ». I’no de cslos * de- 
mocrat as * aim intent aba deeirnos 
que los verdadercs norlcamcrica- 
nos no saludahan al general Per- 
shing. Inego mal podria esperarse 
que salndaran ahora en Espafia. 
Sin embargo, graeias a los csfuer- 
zes de Dave, tanto los camaradas 
norteamcricanos como los inglescs 
pronto llcgaron a entender la ne- 
cesidad de una diseiplina rigida. 
Yicron que el saludo era una forma 




JOSE MARIA y DORAN 

tie expresibn tie esa diseiplina. Jx> 
(pie fue imposible para el general 
PeTshing. scgiin nuestro camnrn- 
da, fue realiz.ado paru nuestro Co- 
misario de guerra. 

En el combat'', Dave fue un jefe 
intrepido. Kstnba siempre en pri- 
mera Hnia. Ee prcovnpo eon in- 
menso intcres de (pie los hombres 
nuestros comiaii ealientc ami eu 
las mas penesas eireunstaneias. 
De esta manera logro Dave una 
gran eonsideraeion y en todo mo- 
nunto most to nn gran intcres i>or 
el bienestar de sus soldados. 

F11 un eorto ]>eriodo adqnirio 
Dave una profunda experiencia 
militar. Adem.is de tomar parte 
en las opcracioncs tie Ouinto v 
Belchitc domic trabajo eomo 
Comisario Politico, Dave tomo 
parte en las operacioncs de Puen- 
te de Ebro. Altos de Celada, 
Teruel. Segura de los Banos, Bel- 
cliite, Caspe. Batea v Gandesa. 
como Comisario de Guerra de la 
Brigada. Obtuvo tal eonfianza 
coino result ado de su trabajo que 
el mando divisionario lo promovio 
jefe de las ojieracioncs militares. 
Por ejcmplo, mienlras dnro mi an- 
seneia de Casiie, Doran file e) Co- 
mandante dc la Brigada. Otra vez, 
entre Batea v Nanaspe. se le eon- 
fio el mando militar de cicrtas ope- 
raciones. En este tiempo el Bata- 
llon Eincoln Washintgon ocupaba 
este sector. 

Es difieil hacersc- a la idea de 
que hemos jicrdido a Dave, que 
sus ojos ardieiitcs, ansiosos de ver 
el eamino de la victoria, cstaii ee- 
rrados para siempre. Dnro es erei*r 
que su voz que taut as veees habia 
animado v alegrado a los eomha- 
tieiitcs de la Brigada, no se oirA 
va mAs. Pero para itosotros, las 
que tuvimos la fort una de trabajar 
eon Dave. !os que hemos oido su 
voz v visto sus ojos rcsueltos. Dave 
110 ha nmerto. ni puede nnnea 
morir, \'ive en nosotros y en todos 
aquellos que conti mian combat icn- 
<ln por la causa en la cual el v se 
esfrrzo tanto y a la que se entrego 
lolaltm ntc. En la historia de la 
huha contra el barharo faseismo, 
eu la luelia por la libertad v la paz. 
en la historia. espcoialmente de la 
lueha de la elasi* trabajadora de 
Norieameriea, Dave Dora, este 
geimino hi jo de la Eiga Jnvenil 
Conmnista de los lA*:. 1 1 . lia de 
servir de ejcmplo tie la solidaridad 
internaeional. Bajo la misnia han- 
der.i. la bandera (pie el avud6 a 
eoloear tan alto y tan gioriasa, 
milloiKs de hombres marcharan 
a luchar contra el faseismo. 



i Que gran camarada era Dave ! 
Es casi lo unico que sc me ocurre al 
vecordar hoy su figura cnergica. 
i V sin embargo, le debo tanto! Le 
conoci euando era cl ayudantc del 
otro Comisario, dc Steve Nelson. 
Me lo presento un buen amigo y 
camarada, VIC, el tipo de ingles, 
flcmatico, pero sincero. conscicntc 
y traliajador. 

Duran tenia ya entonces csta vi- 
rilidad de caracter (pic a veces era 
sn caracteristica principal. Tenia 
un alma rccia, de temple d£ accro, 
Vibraban odios en su corazon dc 
proletario contra el enemigo comun. 
contra la bestia negra. A' ha puesto 
lo meior de su aetividad en su tra- 
ba.io de Comisario de la XV Bri- 
gada. He trabajado a su lado mu- 
cbo tiempo: he vivido en su inti- 
midad y Duran fue para mi amigo 
v profesor. Tenia el mucha expe- 
riencia. fruto de su actuacion on la 




Juventud Americana, de !a cual fue 
Sccretario, y cuandn hablaba <le un 
problema politico (pie se plantealia. 
de una situacion especial <|ue sc ha- 
bia creado en un Batallon. lo liacia 
con justicia y cxactitud, viviendo 
de cara a la realidad. Y esto le per- 
mitio siempre Iiacer f rente a todas 
las dificultades v mantener en la 
Brigada cl espiritu combative ele- 
vado. Tuvo esjieeiahnente, en los 
ultimos meses, una preocupacion 
importante : la de tener en todos los 
Batallones buenos mandos espario- 
les. Y a esta tarea dedico lo inejor 
de su aetividad. Cuando descubria 
un camarada (|ue, a su parecer, re- 
unia cualidades de dirigentc, me de- 
cia : “A este camarada bay que 
avudarle. Y no era solamente 
projibsito; procuraba inmediata- 
mente tenerlo cerca, controlaba de 
ccrcn trabajo: discutia con el lo> 
problemas quo sc planteaban : cor re- 
gia o accptnba opiniones. coniunica- 
ba alientos, sembraba energias dc 
lueba. 

l.a ultima vez quo liable cmi el 
fue por telcfono. Me dijo su fra>e 
de siempre: “;Qnc bay. Jose?" 

Como esta”, con su acento d>- 
americano cerrado. (an caracteri-il 
co y (|ue siempre me liacia r < 

Hslaba todo alegrc... porque en 
sector los camaradas del Eine**ln 
habian batido como heroes. Recue* 
d<» hov con emocibn su palabra im.i’ 
(pie simboliza toda su vida. dc^-le 
epoca de marino de la flot-- 
americana basta la de Coiin.'.irm 1.1 
Brigada : No pasaran !“ 

A su memoria, como a la de mi 
mejor amigo y maestro, brindo cs- 
tas Iineas, demasiado corles v (pie 
solo reflejan pobremctite lo (pie Do 
ran fue. 




BASEBALL entre los camaradas de la Base de Instruccidn 
BASEBALL TEAM among comrades of the training base 



6 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 




“LOS NlftOS DE HOY y los hombrcs de mafiana” 
“CHILDREN OF TODAY, men and women of tomorrow” 



LA REPGBLICA 
Y LOS CAMPESINOS 

Espana. pais agricola por cxcc- 
Icncia, vela inorir de liambre a los 
rampesinos. La casi totalidad del 
terreno cultivable estaba cn poder 
de los grandcs terratenientes, dc los 
lacavos de la monarquia, que viviari 
cn la opulencia gastando las ganan- 
eias que el trabajo agotador del 
campesino le daba. Y sin embargo, 
para ellos no liabia mas (|ue jorna- 
ie> miseros dc hambre que Ies per- 
imtian ver morir a sus bijos lenta- 
mente dc liambre. 

La Republiea cn sus primeros 
tiempos dio a I camposino iornales 



que permiticron tener a este una 
vida mas desahogada, tambien acor- 
do las jornadas de trabajo y orga- 
nizo el instituto de reforma agraria, 
para el campesino. Pero cuando mas 
avances se han hecho, fue a partir 
del triumfo del Frente Popular y 
a partir del comienzo de la subleva- 
cion el 19 de julio de 1936. 

La Republiea se incauto de la 
tierra dc los terratenientes v la re- 
partid entre los campesinos para 
que libremente la trabajaran indi- 
vidual o colectivamcnte dando el 
Gobicrno las semillas v los medios 
nceesarios para comcnzar ol cultivo. 

Se ban creado colcctividades 
grandiosas. cooperativas de consu- 
1110. escuela de preparacidn tecnica 




LA REPUBLICA 

por JOSE: 

Ayudante Comisario 



y ultiniamente cl reparto de tracto- 
res a las colcctividades. 

El campo cspanol ha quedado 
trasformado, la consigna de “la 
tierra para cl que la trabaja’’ lia 
sido cuniplida y de aquel campesi- 
no c sclav izado y niisero, sale hoy cl 
campesino e panol al que la Repu- 
blics 1- ha dado todo, la tierra para 
que la trabaje. In semilla para que 
siembre, la maquina para cvitarle 
fatigas, la cultura para hacerse 
hombre libre. 

Todo cso lo sahe cl campesino es- 
panol y unos con cl arado, otros con 
el fusil, laboran y Iuchan por la Re- 
publiea, que hizo dc ellos liombres, 
no esclavos. 

LA REPGBLICA 

Y LA CULTURA 

Espana, siendo de los jesuitas, 
tenia su ensenanza, su cultura, al 
servicio dc los intcrescs del burgucs. 

• 'el cacique de la monarquia. 

Este vela que mientras el pueblo 
fucse inculto y sobre ellos exist iese 
las influcncias de la religion, ellos 
podian seguir explotandolo. 

El advenimiento dc la Republiea 
vino a destrozar los viejos metodos, 
y crco una cultura nueva, cultura 
del pueblo v para el pueblo, sin in- 
fluencias religiosas que la desfi- 
gurasen. 

Sc han creado colonias infanti- 
les donde nuestros hijos se pongan 
sinus y fuertes. 

Ellos son los nihos de Iioy y los 
liombres del nianann, y mientras 
nosotros luchamos por la Rcpublb 
ca, la Republiea vela por ellos. 

En la lucha contra cl analfabetis- 
mo ha sido esta eampana grandiosa- 
mente desarrolladn. E11 la fahrica, 
en cl campo. cn las ciudades y cn 
los pueblos, hasta las a Ideas mas 
permenas lia llegado la lc>- de la 
cultura. 

Miles de campo 1 nos. de nine, is 
que no sahian leer ni eserihir, han 
vecibido Ins beneficios de la can]- 
pana, nuirhns de ellns ahora en las 
uni vcrsidadcv eu la-, oeuelas prr >- 
fesiniiales se omvicrien en liombres 
eultos y dlspMc>ins a fnriar una 
Espana grande, lihre \ eulta. 

En el L'ereilo. nadie mejor que 
mwitros que a el pei'leiieeeiin j*». sa- 
bemns la labnr l ealizada de los mili- 
eiann- de la cultura. ln> males -am 
populans cn el Kjcrcilo. 

Siete a fins de Rcpfibb'ca hail 
bast ado para erear una' cultura 
niyi solo y cXtIumvo objrto i-s 
i -Lpaeiiar al pueblo pnru quo sin 
ayudus cxlraiV.is \ iva libre v pros- 
per. micntc. 

LA REPUBLICA 

Y LOS OBREROS 

I a sde id ad\ vi 1 i n i ieiito de la 
K e ] million < i i '.ohicruo ha re.dizadi > 
ir.iu l.dn.r nireii".! v eonlimiuda. 

1 11 mu- ■: '. unit Mo r |e ia \ i< la % eon . . 

• i a 1 * ■ e ■. ■> del traL-aio del obrero. La 
■ ■1 1 ■ > > 1 s.v. ha .01 L • r ; : ( 1 e ' :-ohi cinaucra 



desde la feclia gloriosa del 16 de 
febrero. 

Todos record amos today fa cuan- 
do en tiempos de la monarquia cl 
obrero cspanol estaba a la merced' 
de la voluutad del patrono, el cual 
disponfa de toda la fuerza del 
poder piiblico para imponerla. 

En eambio, la Republiea puso en 
algunas leyes el eontrato del tra- 
bajo, en ellas se determinan las 
vacacioncs, la imposibilidad de 
despedir injustamente al obrero, 
modes de lograr las bases del tra- 
bajo en las que se fijan las bases 
interinas para el trabajo y para el 
salario. Al lado de esta ley, la 
de los jurados inixtos, organos 
legalcs encargados de a tender las 
reclamaciones del patrono y del 
obrero. 

Resultado de estas leyes : cl 

aimicnto de los salarios y el me- 




C0M1SARI0S Varela y Doran 



joramieiito de la situation general 
del trabajador. 

J,a ley de asoriaeioncs professio- 
nal es quo did vida legal a los sin- 
dicatos. 

Liciitos de bases de trabajo fuc- 
ron pi lest as on vigor al oabo de 
esas loves y caila una de ellas ora 
el mejorainienlo y el bieneslar 
para el tral'ijadnr. 

Muchas mas r 1 id> la Republiea, 
la de accidentes de trabajo. la de 
seguro social, todas ellas han dado 
al obrero el medio de vivir dcs- 
ahrgadamente y eon su porvenir 
a. s*. gurado. 

IVro sobre todo, desde el Ig de 
julio el avamv ha sido extraordi- 
narily 

La iin antaeidu ]H)r‘el 1 '.si ado 1 lo 
las industrias perlenccicntcs a 
(lenunlos taeeiosos y su ciitrcga 
a los obreros para )a cxplolacion 
por medio de los eoiisejos de los 
obreros ha >ido el paso inns grande 
dado en Kuropu. 

L’sta. i.utro nmelto mas quo la 
K.e pf;l iliea lia dado al obrero de 
la i ni 1 11st 1 . 

Winns ahora anno al obrero 
de la misi l ia % sin uingun dereeh^, 
la Kepnlilii U: ha e«>nvertido en 
el lioiiibri s;mn y HK-hr qile pllede 
i !e::a 1 una \ i \ : de trabaio, si, ])■ ro 
* ; ! n i bif- 1 ! dc I -ii ih >1 «i j' par a el y 
Iii i< 
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DEMOCRATICA 



M. A VARELA 

de la 15 Brigada 



THE REPUBLIC 
AND THE PEASANT 

Spain is essentially an agricultu- 
ral country, but its fanning populat- 
ion were <lyi ii.lt of hunger. Almost 
all of t he land under cultivation 
was in the hands of the great 
landlords, of the lackeys of the 
monarchy, who lived in luxury 
throwing away the riches that the 
work of the starved peasantry had 
won for them. As for the 1 "isantry. 
they passed their days misery 
watching their children perish 
slowly from hunger. 

From its inception the Republic 
began to imnrove. the wanking con- 
ditions of the peasant, enabling him 
to lead a fuller life. 'Die length of 
the working day wa.- regulated and 
an Institute of Agricultural Reform 
was organized. In the short space 
of time between the triumph of the 
i’opular Front and the fascist re- 
volt on the to of Inly nyUc a great 
deal had already been accom- 
plished. 

The Republic took the land from 
the lieli landlord- ami divided it 
among the peasants so that it could 
he freelv worked either individual- 
ly in small farms or as collectives. 
The Go\ eminent also furnished 
seed and agricultural implements 
and tools to the pea-ants. 

These large collectives are hum* 
functioning on a co-operative basis. 
The Government is continuing iT 
technical aid. and just lately, trac- 
tors have been given to different 
localities. 

Tile Spanish earth has been 
transformed by the slogan. “The 
land to those who work it”. Tile 
miserable and enslaved peasant of 
yesterday lias become the Spanish 
farmer of today, citizen of the 
Republic that has given him all: 
[.and to till, seed to sow the land, 
farming machinery to save him 
from hack breaking toil, culture to 
make him a free man. 

Tile Spanish “Campesino” reali- 
zes this today. And lie appreciates 
it. He is working — here with the 
spade. thmc with the rifle — to 
defend the Republic that has chan- 
ged him from a slave to a free man. 



THE REPUBLIC 
AND CULTURE 

When the Jesuits bad control of 
instruction in Sonin, learning and 
culture were at die service of the 
hourgeosic. the rich la milords, and 
the monarchy. 

The Jesuit- saw to h [hat the 
mas- of tile people remained in 
ignorance. Their religion v.yv • onlv 
a means !>\ which tluw mi.: 1 it h< 
further exploited. 

.At the coming of dn- R.-pm-lic. 
however, all t hi - wa- chm:;/ .A 
new culture wn- created — a c . or 
of the in i >ple and loi the nciy , — 
uninfluenced 1>\ -mil i : \ ing -n- 
perstit ign. 



Children’s Colonies have been es- 
tablished so that our youth may be 
strong and healthy. 

They are the little chi It Iren of 
today, but they are die men of to- 
morrow. And while we are fight- 
ing for the Republic* t lie Republic 
watches over them. 

Throughout the country, illitera- 
cy is being com ha ted. In the facto- 
ry, in the fields, in city and in 
country alike — even in the smal- 
lest hamlet — the spirit of our new 
culture is at work. 

Thousand.- of agricultural wor- 
kers who never before knew bow 
to reail or write are now reaping 
die benefit- of their country's wi-e 
policy. Many of them are now in 
universities <>r prolessional schools, 
equipping themselves a- cultured 
Incn to help forgo a greater, richer, 
freer Spain. 

No one knows better than we the 
wonderful work accomplished in 
the army by the Militia of Culture. 

Seven years of die Republic have 
created a culture t he sole object of 
which is to enable the people to 
live freelv, prosperously, and hap- 
pily. 

THE REPUBLIC 
AND THE WORKERS 



From the moment of the inaugu- 
ration of the Republic, the Govern- 
ment lias undertaken a great task. 

They have steadily improved the 
life and working conditions of the 
worker. The greatest strides in this 
respect have been made since our 
glorious victory at the polls on the 
1 6 th of February a6. 

In the time of the monarchy, the 
Spanish worker was complete! v at 
the mercy of the employer. Anil this 
vnge that the worker bore was kept 
firmly in place by the power of the 
government. 

Tut when the Republic came to 
nower. laws were pa-sed establis- 
hing worker’s contracts, allowing 
die workers vacations, preventing 
uni list dismissals, arranging scales 
of hours and wages. In addition, 
any industrial disputes were to he 
settled by juries composed of both 
workers and employers. 

The result ot the-c laws was that 
the general situation of the worker 
wa- much improved. 

There was a law that, lirmly es- 
tablished die legal existence of the 
trade unions. 

Hundred- of factories were af- 
fected b\ d 1 " pa -sage oi the-*: laws. 
Labor cxc. ages were created, and 
everv one of them served to impro- 
ve d'c condition of the worker. 

\ h. Republic also did much mo"’ 
-w- nkt-r’s in-' trance, -ocial .-ecu 
\ it v law-, a. I! the-c permitted die 
voi d:er livi with a new -eiise of 

{ Mill aieiie-' and well Tmi'.’ . 




WALLPAPER 
PER10DICO MURAL 



Rut from the jeph of |uly '^6, the 
progress made has been extraor- 
dinary. 

The taking over by the State oi 
the factories formerly belonging to 
fascist elements anti their delivery 
to the workers to he run. adminis- 
tered. and c trolled bv means of 
worker’s councils has been one of 
the most progressive steps taken in 
western Europe. 



'ibis is just a little of what the 
Republic lias done for the indus- 
trial worker. 

Me have seen how the worker, 
who u-ed to li\e in povertv and 
without rights, now under the Re- 
public has been tran.-fonued into a 
-liamg. healthy citizen who can give 
us the benefits of hi- labor, yes. hut 
who also guards the fruits of that 
labor for his children. 




Como traidor debe tratarse al que anU 
ponga a cualquier otra cuestion, ia voluntaJ 
de aplastar al enemigo y de ayudar al Gc 
bierno en esta tarea. Ef que dude de qu 
nuestro pueblo puede hacer los esfuerzo 
que sean necesarios para satisfacer plena 
mente las necesidades de nuestro ejercito. 

Dr. NEGRIN, President© do! Consejo de Ministry 



4?! Citi’i’. if': ■ 
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PARA LA DEFENSA 
FOR DEFENSE 



; Desde liace meses y meses, algu- 
nos desde hace ano y medio, habeis 
lanzado vuestros cuerpos sobre to- 
dos los puntos de los frentes de la 
libertad! Estabais en I run, en 



IVOL 



democratas, los hombres de espiri- 
tu libre, os admiran y os quieren. Y 
el gran Dueblo de Espana, los di- 
rigentes. los mas inminentes de to- 
dos sus Partidos y Organizaciones, 
los miembros de su Gobierno de 
Union Nacional, os quieren al igual 
(|ue a sus hijos. 

El Jefe del Gobierno, Ministro de 
Defensa Nacional, Dr. Negrin, <:no 
rendia un reciente homenaje a “esos 
bombres que no ban pedido mas 
nuc el honor de luchar y de niorir 
por la libertad ? 

Si, diez veces mejor abastecidos 
que nosotros en materia], los fas- 
cislas ban alcanzado el mar a cos. 
ta de gra tides p£rdidas. 

i Pero no han roto nuestro frente ! 
Y menos aun han conseguido des- 
moralizar al pueblo espanol v a su 
Glorioso Ejercito. 

En su prensa v por la radio, sc 
iactan de haber destruido a las Bri- 
gadas Internacionales. ; Pues no ! Si 




’Mallorca'*, eu I'agahoustau . Esta. 
bais en cl Manzanares y en la Ciu- 
dad Knivcrsitaria. De Andujar a 
Bdchitc habeis opuesto, como va- 
lientcs soldados del Ejercito Popu- 
lar dc Espana, una infranqueable 
harrera a las hordas de la barbarie 
fa^cista. 

La imnensa mayoria de vosotros 
110 habeis eonocido ni tregua, ni 
descanso. Vcstidos, calzados, arma-* 
dos con lo que poscc la Republica 
— cs decir. con muy poca cosa para 
un ejercito tan grande — habeis, sin 
embargo, asestado golpes decisivos 
al enemigo del gencro humano. Ha- 
beis tenido la imnensa alegri'a de 
paiticipar on las victorias de los 
Kj6rcitos de la Republica: Madrid, 
Jarama, Guadalajara, Urun-cte, 
Relcbitc, Terucl. 

Por todo lo que habeis hecho. por 
i-l mayn't fico cicmplo que habeis 
dado a los que, capitulando sin rc- 
^r ante cl bestial fascismn. quisic- 
ran librarle aun grandes pueblos, 
por torlo e"Mo, por todo lo que se 
^ahe v por torlo lo que sc adivina. 
'■n ol mundo entcro, los obreros, los 



han caido muchos camaradas que- 
ridos, los mejores entre los mejo- 
rc.. 

Si, muchos de los nuestros sufren 
en los lechos de hospitales, Pero 
las Brigadas del Ejercito Popular, 
de las cue forman parte las anti- 
guas Brigadas Internacionales 
— surgidas de las entrahas mismas 
dH nuchlo — estan siempre a hi, 
uertes riispuestas al combatc, a la- 
ordenes del mando y del Gobierno 

de la Republica. 

* * * 

Si, bajo los golpes de un mate- 
rial enorme, hemos tenido que re- 
troceder. Pero, como lo describia 
Karl Liebnecht, en la manana mis- 
ma de su asesinato, en su famoso 
“ Malgre Tout ” (a pesar de todo): 
“Hay victorias que son derrotas v 
derrotas que son victorias.” 

La dura leccibn de los hechos nos 
servira. 

Aprendcr cada dia mas do prisa 
v mejor. 

Aprendcr a la pcrfeccibn el ma- 
nejo de las armas, la tactica del 
combate para cada unidad. 



U N TA RIO: 

Por ANDE 



Elevar a los puestos de mando 
a los mejores, los que se han reve- 
lado, los mas tranquilos, los mas 
firmes, los mas capaces, durante los 
com bates, por jovenes que sean. 

Conocer como se rompe el ataque 
enemigo por medio de fortificaciio- 
nes bien construidas en lug^res bien 
escogidos. 

Aqui podremos aplicar la consig- 
na esencial del Gobierno : Resistir 
hoy para atacar y veneer manana. 

Resistir, por que esto permite al 
nuevo Gobierno de Union Nacional 
que agrupa en su seno a todos los 
Partidos y organizaciones sindica- 
les, de reunir todas las fuerzas esen 
ciales del pais para veneer. 

Como declara el vibrante mani- 
festo del Partido Socialista Unifi- 
cado de Cataluna : 

Resistiendo podremos duplicar 
los efectivos de nuestro glorioso 
Ejercito, completar su armamento. 
su entrenamiento tecnico, acabar el 
proceso de depuration con el exter- 
minio implacable de traidores, sa- 
boteadores, provocadores, de los 
agentes (ascistas y trotskistas. 

Resistiendo podremos mejorar y 
completar nuestra industria de gue- 
rra. hoy ya poderosa, y ponerla en 
condiciones de mejorar nuestro 
Ejercito. 

Resistiendo, el Gobierno de la 

Republica podra movilizar los re- 
cursos econoinicos de nuestro pais 
para transformarlos en armas, ma- 
terias primas y viveres. 

Resistiendo , el Gobierno de la 

Republica podra anular a los vaci- 
lantes, a los derrotistas, a los clau- 
ditantes. 

Resistiendo , el Gobierno de la 

Republica liquidara la Quinta Co- 
lumna... 

Resistiendo, el Gobierno de la 

Republica podra desarrollar, con el 
ritmo acelerado que antes no tenia- 
mos, sus planes para reemprender 
una ofensiva proxima, planes de 
victoria seguva, de consolidacion 
de la Republica Democratica, de 
las Libertades de Cataluna, de la 
Paz del Mundo. 

Resistiendo venceremos la farsa 
de la No Intervencion, tendremos 
a nuestro lado no solamente a la 
U. R. S. S-, nuestra y nunca bas- 
tante estimada amiga, sino a todos 
los paises democraticos del Mundo. 
las masas populares, las cuales pre- 
sionan ya fuertemente a sus Go- 
biernos, porque la conviccion de 
que nuestra lucha es la suya, de 
que nuestra libertad consolidada es 
su libertad, es mas profunda y mas 
activa de dia en dia. 

Resistiendo derrotaremos al fas- 
cisnio internacional, que tiene prisa 
por acabar, abrumado por sus con- 
tradicciones internas. por su panico 
financiero, por la miseria que crea 
el espiritu de revolucion, de libera- 
cion de las masas, sometidas a la 
mas brutal de las tiranias. 

RESISTIR, porque la resisten- 
cia dc hoy es la VICTORIA cs- 
plcndida dc manana 

Si, es verdad provisionalmente 



estamos divididos en dos grupos de 
Ejercito, pero precisamente por es- 
to, Juchamos aun con mas energia, 
para volvernos a unir pronto de 
nuevo en ,un solo Ejercito irresis- 
tible y victorioso. 

* * * . 

^ Luchar por la indepcndcucia dc 
Espana en el seno de los E>ercito* 
de la Republica, es luchar ptir la 
libertad de los grandes pueblo* 
A-Iemania. de Austria, de Italic y 
de los demas paises de Europe, 
aplastados por el fascisino horri- 
ble. 

Luchar por la indepcndcucia de 
Espana es luchar para defender la 
independence de Checoslovaquia. 
de Francia, de Belgica de Inglate- 
rra v de America. 

G a nar la guerra en Espana es 
defender la paz, es evitar a Europa 
v a America : los horrores de la 
guerra. 

Es por esto por lo que los Volun- 
taries Internacionales se funden 
cada dia mas en el Ejercito Po- 
pular. 

Es en esta estrecha unidad con 
todo el pueblo espanol, con sus or- 
ganizaciones, sobre la gran consig- 
na que resume todas las demas; 

GANAR LA GUERRA 

que reposa la fuerza esencial del 
Ejercito Popular, Es sobre esta 
consigna sobre la que manana lu- 
charemos y venceremos. 

; Abaio el fascismo ! 

i Viva el Ejercito Popular! 

i Viva el Gobierno de la Repu- 
blica ! 

jViva la Espana libre! 




VOLUNTARIOSilNTERNA 
INTERNATIONAL VOL* 
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For many months now — some of 
you for a year and a half — you 
have fought on all the fronts of 
liberty ! You were at Irun. at Ma- 
llorca, at Pella Roustan. You 
fought along the Manzanares and 
at University City. From And Ajar 
to Bclchite, you, as valiant soldiers 
of the Spanish People's Army, have 
stood as a firm barrier to the hor- 
des of fascist barbarism. 

The great majority of you have 
known no rest. Clothed and armed 
with what the Republic possessed 
— that is to say with very little for 
such a large army — you have ne- 
vertheless dealt decisive blows to 
the enemy of mankind. You have 
had the great joy of aiding in the 
victories won by the armies of the 
Republic: Madrid, Jarama, Guada- 
lajara, Brunete, Belchite, Teruel. 

For all that you have done, for 
the magnificent example that you 
give to those who, constantly giv- 
ing way before a bestial fascism, 
now wish to deliver up to it yet 
other nations, for all this — for all 
that we know and feel — throug- 
hout the world, workers', democrats, 
free men admire you and love you. 
And the great Spanish people — the 
leaders of their political parti's 
and organizations, the members of 
their Government of National 
Union — they cherish you erjuallv 
with their own. 

The head of the Government, the 
Minister of National Defense. Pre- 
sident Negrin rendered homage 
recently to “Those men who have 
only asked for the honor of fight- 
ing and dying for liberty”. 

Yes, with ten times our war ma- 
terial, the fascists were able to 
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reach the sea at the cost of heavy 
losses. 

But they have not broken our 
front! Stili less have they been able 
to break the morale of the Spanish 
people and their glorious army. 

In their press and over the radio 
they boast of haying destroyed the 
International Brigades! Really! 
Yes. many of our loved comrades, 
tli e best of the best, have fallen. 

Yes, many others are suffering 
on hospital beds. But the Brigades 
of the Peoples Army — of which 
the old International Brigades are 
now a part — sprung from the very 
heart of the people, are still there, 
f irm. r^adv for combat — at the or- 
ders of the Command and of the 
Government of the Republic. 



ONALES DESF1LAND0 * 
TEERS ON PARADE 
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Yes, under the blows inflicted by 
an enormous war material, we had 
to retreat. But, as Karl LIEBK- 
NECHT wrote on the very morn- 
ing of liis assasination in his fa- 
mous “In Spite of AH”, “There are 
victories which arc really defeats 
and defeats which are victories”. 

The hard lesson of facts will be 
of use to us. 

Learn every day faster and better. 

Learn thoroughly the use of your 
arms: the battle tactics for every 
unit. 

Promote to positions of command 
the best among you — those who 
have shown themselves as calm, 
firm, capable on the field of batt- 
le — no matter how young they 
may he. 

Know how to shatter the enemy’s 
attack by the use of well con- 
structed and welj placed fortificat- 
ions. 

Thus we can apply the order of 
the Government: RESIST today 
in order to attack and conquer to- 
morrow. 

Resist because to resist will allow 
the new Government of National 
Union, that includes all nartic- and 
union organizations, to gather the 
primary forces (if the country in or- 
der to conquer. 

As the manifesto of the Unified 
Socialist Party of Catalonia says 
in such stirring words: 

“In resisting we can double the 
effectives of our glorious army, wc 
can complete our armament pro- 
gram, complete our technical train- 
ing, purify our ranks by the abso- 
lute extermination of all traitors, 
saboteurs, provocateurs, fascist or 
Tro*skvitc agents. 

”/» resisting wc c-m improve and 
ompletc our war industry, already 
powerful today, and wc can raise 
it to a level from which our armv 
can he powerfully aided. 

"In resisting the Government of 
the Republic will he able to mobili- 
ze the economic forces of our coun- 
try, to transform them into arms, 
into essential war materials, and 
into food supplies. 



overcome all vacillation, all hesitat- 

”/tf resisting the Government can 
ion, any possible elements repre- 
senting defeatism. 

"In resisting the Government 
will liquidate the 5th Column. 

v In resisting the Government of 
the Republic can, at a pace that we 
have not yet attained, develop its 
plans for the resumption of the of- 
fensive, plans for victory, for con- 
solidating the democratic republic, 
for the liberties of Catalonia, for 
world ]>cace . 

"In resisting we will defeat t he 
Faree of non-intervention, wc will 
draw to our side the U. S. S. R., 
nnr — and we can never say it too 
many times — our friend, and not 
011I" the U. S. S. R. hut all the 
democratic countries of the world. 
And also the popular masses that 
are already bringing strong pres- 
sure to hear upon their respective 
Governments because they are now 




ANDRE MARTY 



mans, the Austrians, the Italians, 

; all those Euroj>eans now crus- 
hed by hideous fascism. 

u To fight for the freedom of 
Spain. is to fight for the indepen- 
dence of Czechoslovakia, of Fran- 
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stANiAHT* 




convinced that nnr tight is their's — 
that our liberty strengthens their 
liberty. This feeling throughout the 
world is growing day by day. 

"lit resisting we will succeed in 
routiiigintemafional fascism, which. 

crushed by its interior contradict- 
ions, by its ruinous financial con- 
dition. by the general misery that 
creates a revolutionary spirit, will 
eventuallv see the liberation of the 
masses, those masses that now mi. 
dergo the most brutal of tyranies. 

” RESIS'L because the resistance 
of today is the splendid victory of 
tomorrow 

Yes. it is true, for the time being 
we arc divided into two armies, but 
for that very reason we will fight 
with a greater will so that soon we 
may be re-united in one single ar- 
mv, irresistablc and victorious. 



* * * 



To fight for the freedom of 
Spain with the armies of the Re- 
public is to fight for the freedom of 
those other great peoples ,the Ger- 
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cc, of Belgium, of England and 
America. 

To win the war in Spain is to 
uphold peace. In winning the war, 
wc save Europe and America from 
the horrors of war. 

That is the reason why every 
day international volunteers are 
becoming more and more unified 
with the Popular Army. 

U is with tli is strict unity 
with the Spanish people — and 
their organizations — on that great 
order which includes all other or- 
ders : 



WIN THE WAR 

that rests the essential power o 
the Popular Army. It is with that 
groat order, that command, ringing 
in our ears that tomorrow we will 
battle and wc will conquer. 

Down with fascism ! 

Long live the People's Army! 
Long live the Government of the 
Republic !. 

Long live a free Spain ! 
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SPAIN 

May 1st, 1938 ! 

! | 

There is no rest or peace in al| this land, l 

Along this hitter, this hard^trodden r*>ad, I 

And in these hearts. f 

Listen, road menders, sliLpherds, i 

Workers of Paris, London and tin? world f 

There is no rest or peace in a l| this land! : 

2 I 

Men, workers like youi selves, they too | 

With bullocks yoked to plough just like your own, \ 

With lathes like yours, | 

Or dusty flocks smelling of rosemary, f 

Under the same sky, in the same factories, | 

Trudging and working, and never resting. | 

3 | 

Men, workers like yourselves, they too | 

With children just as lovely § 

And sheets ns poor on bids just like vour own, | 

And with fresh bread that smells as good as yours, | 

light on and triumph under olive trees \ 

And in the yellow cornfields. | 

And on (he eternal snow that sleeps beneath the pines. 

1 

Lindei a manly sky, men among men, | 

Stiong and glad as you are strong and glad, | 

Leave in forgetfulness | 

Their blazing houses and their old folk crippled. | 

There is no rest or peace in all this land | 

Which shall forever bear the name of Spain! — | 

Because we are and shall he the only masters ol the day, 3 

Masters of all our cities, and the real masters of our fields. \ 

5 1 

The men from the mines, § 

The herdsmen and the men from up the hills, | 

The men who make the bread and those who grow the wheat, | 
The poets, blacksmiths, woodworkers, | 

Defending here a people's name and life | 

On the baked soil out with advance posts, | 

And in the factories. | 

6 | 

There Is no rest or peace in all this hind! | 

But only flowers growing in earthen pots. | 

Letters the Artillery finished, | 

And men who do not rest, f 

Arc ever watchful, like our chestnut trees. § 

And stand on guard, waiting for victory’s fruits. f 

L 0 RE .\/0 I I Hl-'.I . I | 
Trauslalctl from /hr Swinish by . I. M. I.llinf. I 



DELEGATION OF 
UGT-CNT WORKERS 
SPEND MAY DAY 
WITH BRIGADE 

May i st was celebrated at the 
15th Brigade with a visit of a joint 
committee representing both the 
V, G. T. and C. X. T. Local Pede- 
ration of Barcelona. The delegation 
was greeted by Brigade Commander 
der vopic, W ar Conunissar. John 
Gates. and other staff members. 

A bus leaded with more than 35 
men and women belonging to these 
two great Federations started from 
Barcelona early May Day morning, 
just after a fascist atr raid, and 
arrived at the Brigade at midday. 

After a short welcome speech by 
Brigade Commander Lt-col. Copie. 
the delegation was led down the 
main road into a ravine where a 
coiiipauy of Brigade soldiers stood 
in open rectangular formation. The 
delegation gathered in the open 
rectangle of soldiers in rank and 
cheered Commander Copie who 
greeted the unity of action l>et- 
ween the two Trade Union Fede- 
rations. He urged the strengthe- 
ning of this unity to meet better 
the attacks of the enemy. He as- 
sured the delegation that the men 
at the front regardless of tlieir 
political or symlieal beliefs will 
carry on as one body of Anti-fas- 
cists against the enemy. 

A woman comrade representing 
the Women's Antifascist League 
addressed the audience with such 
warmth and sincerity that not a 
few were moved to wipe away 
tears. She was a young girl, hair 
pushed back, a dressmaker. In her 
speech, she pledged herself to take 
back the spirit of the front lines to 
the rear and into the factories, and 
to urge her comrades to carry on 
with greater energy than ever to 
supply the front lines with the war 
necessities. 

At the dinner table, after songs 
were sung, in which Comrade Co- 
pic entertained the guests with liis 
magnificent voice, and brief talks 
made by L\ G . T . and |C. X. T. 
representatives, the delegation was 
split into three groups, each group 
visiting a Battalion where pre- 
arrangenieiils were made to meet 
.md honor them. 

In the Lincoln Battalion a dress 
parade was held for the visitors. 

* fifts. to men who had earned them 
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for outstanding acts 1 f bravery in 
the last actions, were pn seated by 
Commander Copii . Additional gifts 
were presented by Battalion Com- 
mander... 

The Battalion then took die 
following oath : 

i' On this May i.st. we the sol- 
diers of the Lincoln -Washington 
Battalion of the 1 3 1 J 1 Brigade of 
the Republican Arm\ , pledge with 
all our strength and elevaled mo- 
rale. to dedicate ourselvi.." to the 
defense of our country and our 
eause. We shall einplov all our 
i-iurgics town id the task ot per- 
Jeigijig ourse|v»s g" soldiers and 
in ] ire pa ring for ill-- coming often- 
d\e.v. w] 1 : 1- 1 1 will -wo < p in.- fascist 
headers from < ur .Spanish soil in- 
i'- \ < r . 

\'d pl' d;-;i to r< .--i:- 1 o«l. iv. so 

T ; : ! >! w-ru/a or ran a't.a-k and 
p' ni- a 1 v 1 ■ 



- 1 ■ ■ ■ 1 mi! . 1 : ■ 1 , 1 1 : t - ■ - 




Cl general Miaja visto por Arroyito, 
24 Bata Hun id fompania 



MAY I S 1 IN 
THE U. S. A 

By GEORGE WATT 

Commissar 58 Battalion 

.Over a year ago, January 1Q37, the 
Congres" of die United States 
railroaded through the infamous 
Neutrality Act. This "unneutral” 
Act laces an embargo on goods 
gating to Loyalist Spain, at the same 
time continuing to permit Italian 
and German pnrclia>ers to continue 
luiying lor their governments in the 
United Slates. This was our Go- 
vcrinuentT answer to the pleadings 
of Spani>li Democracy fighting off 
tlte invasion of German and Italian 
ia>ci"in. American isolationism was 
riding firmly in the saddle. 

Today. Senator Xyo, the author 
of thU very Xeutrality Act is in- 
troducing into the Senate a modi- 
fication which will permit the sale 
of war materials to the Spanish Go- 
vernment. What has brought about 
this drastic change of policy on the 
part of the most ardent supporters 
of isolationism? 

At alxwt the same time that this 
Act was passed the first groups of 

American volunteers began to 
apppear on Spanish soil to help de- 
fend Spanish and World Democra- 
cy. While reactionaries and muddle- 
headed politicians had succeeded, 
in effect, in lining America up with 
the war-makers, these American 
boys in Spain fought to wij>e out 
the stain upon American Democra- 
cy. They were helping with the 
Spanish people to decide the issue 
of World War or Pcaee. 

O11 American soil, the people* had 
begun to act more decisively for 
peace. Through such organizations 
as the Xortb American Committee 
to Aid Spanish Democracy lends 
of the Lincoln Battalion, ...edical 
Aid Committee, hundreds of thou- 
sands of Americans were rallied to 
the support of Spanisli Democracy. 
The Japanese war on China shocked 
the American people out of their 
’‘neutrality” encasement. The Ja- 
panese Boycott swept the States 
from coast to coast. 

President Roosevelt in a series 
of .speeches, starting last October 
>th. reflected the. popular >entimcnt 
for collective security. 

'Fhe Gallop poll showed that 75 % 
«>f die Aemriyan people arc in fa- 
vor of Lmabst Spain. From all 
"Octions of die populations came 
the evidences that at last the Ame- 
rican people want collective action 
for peace. They know that in order 
to keep America out of war. we 
must keep war out of die world. 
The big trade unions, the student 
body, through the American student 
union in their great student Peace 
-trikes, the churches, the national 
youth organizations, our increas- 
ing number of Congressmen and 
Senators. the dominant voice 
emerging in American life --all 
"Peak tor collective action for pea- 
ce. for support of Republican Spain. 

Put thi" roaring voice of the 
people has not wt -dinki a the ( ‘.n. 
vermnenl out <*■ u.-. Irthargv. The 
gap between the neoplcT wiii and 
Government aciog v. ill haw* to 1 1< 
bridged before- America can defi- 
nitelv he on** the neve- for peace 
Hie first "ten i . li d ing'die rn Targe, 
again-t Spain. The .\mcriear, <>io- 
rdc an determined P< see this es*. 
vied out. 
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LAS FEDERACIONES LOCALES DE BARCELONA 
DE LA C. N. T. Y DE LA U. G. T. EEFCTUAN 
UNA VISITA DE CONJUNTO AL FRENTE 



Uno de los actos mas simpaticos 
Hevados a cabo el Primero de Ma- 
yo, fue la visita hcclia a la 15 Bri- 
gada Internacional por las organi- 
zaciones representativas de la to- 
tal i dad de los trabaj adores de 
Barcelona. Brigada a la que apa- 
drina la Federacion local de la 
U. G. T. 

i Magnifieo acto de solidaridad 
entre nuestros combatientes y el 
proletariado cstrechamente unido ! 

Miembros de los Comites de las 
Federaciones Locales de ambas sin- 
dicales, representantes de Sindica- 
tos, la Organizacion Femenil Li- 
bertaria y companeras ugetistas, 
marcharon al frente a dar a los va- 
lerosos combatientes de la Repu • 
ca, representados en este caso j.or 
la 15 Brigada Internacional. prue- 
bas de fratcrnidad en fecha tan se- 
nalada por todos los obreros del 
nmndo. 

' La gloriosa unidad de nuestro 
Ejercito, integrada por internacio- 
nales y espanoles, recibio con jnbi- 
lo inmenso la visita de los trabaja- 
dores barcelonescs. La cordial aco- 
gida se convirtio en clamoroso 
entusiasmo cuando. comisarios. je- 
fes, crficiales y soldados conocieron 
a traves de las catidas palabras de 
salutacidn de los representantes de 
Ih l\ G. T. y de la C. N. T.. que la 
trascendvntal obra de unidad lle- 
vada a cabo en nucstra rctaguardia 
no era vana palabrcria, ya i|ue era 
anhelo vehemente de todos los obre- 
ros cl que se tradujese en cuntinuos 



y expresivos actos, tal como el que, 
en aqucllos monientos, se llevaba a 
cabo cn las propias trinchera>. 

lnternacionalcs v espanoles vo- 
luntarios v de las quintas incorpo- 
radas a la heroica Brigada, mani- 
testalian con continuos vivas a la 
unidad proletaria v antifascista, la 
alegria que les ocasionaba una vi- 
sita de tal naturaleza. 

Durante el dia, en los distintos 
batallones y companias de la unidad. 
se realizaron numcrosos actos en 
celebracion del Primero de Mayo, 
distribuyendose al niismo tiempo 
recompensas a los mas destacados 
y heroicos combatientes. 

En ellos. nuestros representantes, 
con las companeras, jefes y comi- 
sarios, dirigieron la palabra a los 
bravos combatientes. los cuales, asi- 
mismo, intervinieron con emociona- 
dos y expresivos discursos. 

Las Federaciones Locales entre- 
garon a nuestros combatientes re- 
galos hechos conjuntamente, ya que 
la Federacion Local de la C. N. T. 
considcra tambien a la 15 Brigada 
como ahijada suya. 

Finalizada la visita. despues de 
todos los actos a que hemos aludido, 
cn los cuales fuc atendida y obse- 
quiada la reprcsentacion de nues- 
tras' Organizaciones, fucron despe- 
didos con himnos prolctarios. y 
antifascistas que, con marcada emo- 
tion, cantaron conjuntamente desde 
el [efc de la Brigada al ultimo de 
nuestros camaradas. 



| RECOMPENSAS POR MERITOS 

= BATALLON 58 — Primero de Mayo de 1938. 

1 Al Comlsarlado de la XV Brigada : 

Muchos de los camaradas que mis se hayan dlstinguido 
I en las ultimas operaciones con relaciAn de los hechos 

| por lo que se les propone para recompensa : 

CABO BOE NELSON : Enlace de secciAn. Tste camarada 

actu6 en (as ultimas operaciones cumpliendo con su deber bajo 
| sltuaciones muy diliciles. Habiendo perdido el calzado cuando 
su secclAn se hallaba separado de su Batalldn luego de cumpllr 
6u mfsidn no separAndose del jele de la seccidn, marchd mu- 
| cha dlstancia descalzo hasta lograr unlr al Batalldn a la sec- 
| cl6n a la cual pertenece. 

j CABO JUAN LOPEZ RAMlRFZ. En la ultima opera- 

| c(6n era jefe de un pelotAn, hallAndose en muchos reclutas. 

| En una ocasldn Al y su pelotdn estaban separados durante tres 

1 horas de su compaAia y sin embargo con su pelotAn tom6 una 

i poslcidn enfrente del enemfgo que se hallaba muy numeroso. 

| Tenia en el pelotAn camaradas Internacionales y espanoles. 

i Form6 con Al patrullas delante de la posIclAn en una distancla 
| de dos kildmetros entre el flanco de nuestro Batalldn y otro 

| de la II Brigada, controlando perfeefamente a sus soldados 

1 y cuando se did la orden de retlrada lo hlzo ordenadamente. 

| SARGENTO MATlAS TORRADO BRUNNA. Es uno de 

| los camaradas que durante las tiltlmas operaciones no perdid 
| el contacto del Batalldn y aguantd hasta al reconocer que se 
i encontraban un grupo de soldados que querian que se quedaran 

§ con ellos y sin perder la moral se unid con su sargento ytres 

| camaradas mA$ ; le propusleron salir a las diez de la noche 
I a pasar las Ifneas facclosas y buscar nuestras fuerzas, conslg- 

| nAfidole, puts, el dia sigulente se hallaban ya en Batalldn. 

| Este camarada es evadldo del campo fasclsta a nuestras lineas, 

| lo cual demuestra ser un buen camarada. Era cabo y uitlma- 

1 mente luA ascendido a sargento. 

§ CABO MANUEL PERPlfiAN SERRANO. Por su buen 

§ comportamiento en las ultimas operaciones, es uno de los que 

| sin perder la moral no se separd de los Oflciales de la Ccmpanfa 

i y con mucho Animo y coraje animd en gum manera a los ca- 
| maradas, pasando entre dos fuegos del enemlgo que les tiraba 
i desde un pueblo que se hallaba enfrente. AdemAs es uno de 
| los camaradas mas antlguos de la 2. u Compaftia del Batalldn 
| Lincoln Washington. 

= El ayudante del Batalldn, 

RAMON LOPOFF 
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EL PRIMERO DE MAYO EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Por GEORGE WATT Comisario 58 Batalldn 



Have un ano, cn encro dr in\y. 
cl Uarlamento dt Ins Ustuih .s I'ni- 
dos pasaba rapidumeiite sob re la 
ignommiosa acta de Ncutralidad. 
Kstu Icy tan * neutral ■’ cstablecib 
un embargo sobre inattriales dvs- 
tiuarlos a la Uspafia L ;il . mimtras 
que eontimib permilh iu[( » a Ins 
alcmams ^ italancs que lonti- 
nuaran romprando en los Ustudes 
1' nit los para M’s respt 1 1 i \ os ( In- 
ljiernrs. Esta ua- la eonti stat ion 
de mitsiro i’,obiemo al uqu- ri- 
iniento flu la 1 U-iuot.Tacia l'.spauoia 
un India contra la invasiuii del 
fasrismo alemau c itatiano. 

II iiv, el Sen ad or N » e. el an tor 
de esta \crdadera Seta de Neutr.i- 
lidad. -trata de introdueir ante el 
Seiiado una inodiJi* ai ion que pc ' 
mita la \enta de materia! de gue- 
rra al (iolm rno de I‘>]»aiia * : One 
es lo (pie ha llevado al mas ardieritc 
de lo> defeiisores del aislamit nto 
ii'jrti.amiTieau(i a int rodin ii este 
cambio tan bruseo en su jKriit lea 1 

L'asi al misnio tiempo pm 
di.--i utia la Le\‘ di* N’t lit t .did. id d 
jiritiK r grupti <le ’ . ■ r l 

amerii anes apart eiu en el "Tn i > » 
prinol jiai'a avtidar a dd'nd. r la 
d< up eraeia * -'pai'e'ia v u,i;\t rs;d 
Mieiitras !>•" n . ( .-i po!i 

! i' os est u] iid' c ( guhui i n 1 1 ■ e- 
t -■ t‘ f >1 (a a ' a Anu;:* :i en la lima 



dc los faulnres de giierra, esios mu- 
cliaehos amt ncauns luchaban en 
I'ispaha para borrar la mandia 
cafda sobre la demoeraeia ameri- 
cana Avudabau al jiueblo e>pi’»nol 
a deeidir la J’a/. o la guerra nuindial. 

Un Norti anu rit a ha eoiiKnzado 
a act uar de una manera theisiva 
a favor de la paz. A traves de or- 
gaui/.ae.ionts eomo el Condu Norte- 
aniiTieano de Ayuda a la 1'sjmha 
deniceratica. Amiges del Hatalii'ai 
I.iiuoht. L'nmitc de Avnda Ahalii a. 



eieiitos de miles de anurieanos se 
eiirolaron i n la ayuda a la Kspaiia 
denioerat iea. M.is tarde la guerra 
de los jajioneses t u Cliina sued al 
pueblo -hi it-ri ratio dt I eneajona- 
mit-nto de la - neiuralidad 

Id boieot a los iiroduetos jajio- 
iitsts barrio los ( ; .stniies ' nidos 
d<- mi extreino a otro. 

Id Vresideiilu Roosevelt en una 
Si riede diseur 1 -' ^ p'/oinn < ' ido el s 
tie tit tubre lejltjaba e! ulin.ieiiLo 
popular por la segnridad ‘ ( \ i tiv a 



Id Gallop '.T»to inti'-tid que el 
75 del pueblo aim rioano estaba 
en favor de la Uspahu leal. I )e todos 
los sectorrs <!(■ la poblaeidn lU-ga- 
roil mmstras d* 1 que por fin el 
pueblo aimrieaim dest-al-a actual 
coleetivameiili: jior la paz. Norte- 
an.i'rica eomprendc qiii jw.-a eon 
si rvar a lo> histaiios I nidi.i fuera 
de la guerra es mcesurio alejar ! a 
guerra del imimlo. I, os grandes 
SiiulieaLos. las agrujjai ioiu ^ tstu 
liiaiililts a tra.ves de la 1 nh'.n di 
INtudiantes Amerieancs i:i v; 
huelga anual por la paz. las iga- 
sias. la-- orgaiiizaciones juveii;: 
iineionales. nuesl ro ereeieiile v.-.t 
uivi'o de Liputados ; ^viiadori s. 
la voy mas dominante th la \ ida 
a nurie ana — todos lial-l.ui eii m- 
vor tie areioues eoh eti\ a-' para 
la paz. ell favor de la ayuda .i la 
Uspahu Kopublteana. 

I’ero esta \>>7 peltate del pie 
bio no hn eonsegui'''! m'm sm a; 
.■1 Golm mo d i- su .Mieho let.irgn o 
i.a laguna t nt re la vo’un t ad c !■ ■ I 
put o! m v la ;u eii a'. ■ hi 1 ■ '■■■") a > 
LleUe (jilt 1 S* : s:d’. i;l.- '.I ' ■ lUTe 

qne No: ’ t ;e. U: rit a ea 1 a* 
men ie : i ■ i it de m.-, mm / .<.■ ■ i ■ ; j 
) [ i " in ; | ;:-4 o !• i » ■ • i ; ■ 

- 1 ' C' ■ . I’.e |t - t > i .1 v . ■ . r i 
■ .* : do N* a O I'. 1 .-. - : ■■:!■■■ ■ if - : 

t • ■ ■ 1 • ■ e -"■ii 1 1 ,■ 1 ' j ;■*« i ; ; : ■ * : 




GHIB-TlMr: — MORA 0 F COM 10 A 
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LEARN SPANISH! 



So long as the language barrier 
remains, the distinction will be 
harder to bridge, ami for this as 
well as for practical reasons it is 
the duty of every volunteer to 
make what efforts he can to ac- 
quire at least a working knowledge 
of Spanish. The Spaniards are a 
friendly and patient people and 
respond quickly to a comradely 
approach. Above all we must allow' 
no race-discrimination to affect 
our attitude towards them. Com- 
rades should beware of loose talk 
and comparisons, and do all they 
can to promote friendly feelings 
on a basis of complete equality. In 
w> far as we are fighting interna- 
tional fascism together, we must 
recognise that Spanish volunteers 
have equal right with ourselves to 
the title of * Internationals o and 
any prestige we may consider it 
to carry. 

The task of unification, there- 
fore, has two directions. For the 
sake of efficiency, we must iden- 
tify ourselves with a Spanish army, 
while recognizing its purpose to be 



international as well. These who 
behave in one way to the Knglish- 
speaking volunteers and in another 




way to the Spaniards are not only 
bad soldiers, but have failed to 
understand their political posi- 
tion in Spain. 



CHANGES IN THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 




ADOLF HITL1R ADlIR HITLO* Hi DAL L0f1IR 

Chwac«IW* *4 tfc* Rflitt Grnopo GentrolituiM (A>- lout, Army, N*vy ■ 




WHIT DOLfA 
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MAY DAY IN ENGLAND 

By Commissar BOB COONEY 



May Day — day of International 
Solidarity has a greater significan- 
ce this year than ever before. 

The workers of tile world know 
that their fate is being decided on 
the battlefields of Spain and China. 
They know that their own mass 
actions will have a deceive influen- 
cl- on tile outcome of the fight in 
these countries. 

When the workers of t he world 
march today. Spain and China will 
lie uppermost in their minds. 

In England they will march with 
a feeling of shame that it is the 
British Government which by it> 
support of the fascist powers ena- 
bles the agony of Spain and China 
to continue. 

But thev will also march with a 
feeling of pride in the knowledge 
that they represent a different En- 
gland from that of Chamberlain. 

They reprc>ent the England who- 
se gallant sons once marched behind 
Garibaldi in the fight for a free 
united Italy. 

Thev represent the England of 
the <lockers who in 1922 gave the 
lead to a series of acts of internat- 
ional solidarity which forced the 



end of intervention against the 
voung Soviet Republic. 

They represent the England of 
Ben Bradley. Philip Spratt, and the 
scores of other Englishmen who 
have served years of confinement 
in Indian jails for the part they 
have played dn the fight for In- 
dia’s freedom. 

They represent the England of 
the British Battalion in Spain, the 
England that puts the claims of In- 
ternational Solidarity above life 
iDclf. 

Because they represent these 
things, the workers of England will 
march with pride today. 

They will also march with hope, 
because they see the battle for unity 
is beiiii* - won. Eroni a thousand plat- 
forms throughout the land, the de- 
mand for the United Peace Alliance 
will he sounded. 

Tlie Peace Alliance is coming* 
And when it comes — when Britain 
ceases to he a prop of international 
fascism — when Britain takes its 
place in the forefront of the demo- 
cratic peoples. ..on that day the fas- 
cist incendiaries can prepare to de- 
part for the oblivion that awaits 
them. 



THE FIRST VOLUNTEER 



It L not certain who was the 
first English-speaking volunteer 
to fight in defence of the Spanish 
Republic, but it is generally belie- 
ved that it was the Englishwoman. 
Felicia Browne. The circumstan- 
ce which led to this situation 
were strange. She had left Eondon 
for Barcelona hy car accompanied 
1 1 v a friend, with the intention of 
attending the People's Games, and 
at the outbreak of ho>tilitics had 
been advised by the British consul 
to leave the country immediately. 
On her refusal she was further 
advised that the Consulate would 
no longer he held responsible for 
her -safety — a matter of complete 
indifference to her, as she had 
already mafic arrangements to 
fight * for the Republic, and 
forthwith enrolled in the Militia. 

f ler intense fervour for the 
cause of the people had created an 
nn favourable atmosphere amongst 
her circle some years previously. 
Mipporled in her political views 
I v the other members of her 
family. Throughout her life she had 
been eon>iderahly handicapped in 
her political viewpoint her sur- 
roundings owing to the comfort- 
able eircnni>tancc-. of her parents, 
who gave her every opportunity 
of fulfilling her early talent as an 
artist at the Slade School. London, 
r.nd afterwards in Berlin. She lived 
in Berlin from 1929 to 1931. and 
U was here that she first began to 
take an active interest in the work 
of the Communist Parly. 

Exceedingly generous at all 
times, at the rise of the Nazis to 
jower she gave the majorit of her 
money, derived from the sale of 
her work and no small sum, to 
assisting refugees from Germany. 



Extensively travelled, she led a 
Spartan existence always second- 
ing personal enni fort and gratificat- 
ion to political standards. She 
spoke Russian. German. Frcn h 
Czech and Hugarian with *: n» 
degree of flnencw In lv 

visited the U. S. S. R.. and on h. 
return lectured on several occamoi 
on general conditions there as sir 
found them. She impressed he* 
audiences by her fervour and 
obvious sincerity. 

Her death occurred on the 
Aragon front on August 25th 
1936 while on a night patrol in 
search of arms and ammunition 
The patrol w'as outnumbered and 
lired on by a fascist patrol. Felicia 
while engaged in rescuing a 
wounded comrade was shot through 
ihe head. 

The commandant of her battal- 
ion said of her “No duty or fatigue, 
howeve^ arduous or unpleasant, 
w's ever called for, for which she 
was not the first to volunteer”, 

Embodying the best principles of 
;.nti- fascism in a fine personal cha- 
racter she was loved and admired 
bv all who knew her. After her 
death a considerable sum was r.iM-d 
on behalf of the Spanish, 

Aid through the sale of b**r >krt* 
dies. In Spain the Briti* 1 ’ Watta! 
ion maintains the splv'did spi» 
fit this courageous L xb' gir 
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RECOMPENSAS 

Al Comfsarlado de la XV Brlgada : 1 

Los cuatro n ombres sfguientes del Batalldn 60 $e han | 
dlstinguido por su trabajo herolco en las riltimas batallas. | 

TENIENTE GUNNAR EPP. Se comport6 de forma bri- | 
llante durante las ultimas operaciones, mantenlendo la moral | 
de su tropa en un alto nivel y conservd las armas. | 

TENIENTE MAN UEL DIGAT. Jefe de Armeria del 60 Bon. 1 

Salv6 el camidn cargado con m&qulnas y munici6n, aunque | 

| poseyera la Have de contacto, reallzando este trabajo bajo un | 

| fuego incesante. Reuni6 a 40 camaradas dispersos reintegran- | 

= dolos a su Batalldn. | 

I SOLDADO IVER ANDERSON. Por su buen trabajo y 1 

fiel cumpllmlento de su deber en las Ultimas operaciones. 1 

SOLDADO KARL KALk KE. Se comportd extraordina- 1 
% rlamente blen, y el mis entusi&stlco, haclendo el trabajo | 

1 de, al menos, tres camaradas ; actud como enlace, cargador | 

| de las clntas de fusil y ayudando a los heridos. 1 

I Salud y RepUbllca. | 

| Comandante del Batalidn 60, Mayor E. CECIL-SMITH. — | 

§ Comfsario de Batalldn, FRANK ROGERS 1 




CARTAS para los camaradas de casa 
LETTERS for the comrades at home 



'nummim. ■ -- • -i >: :i 
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EL PRIMERO DE MAYO 
EN INGLATERRA 

por el Comisario 
BOB COONEY 

El Primero (lc Mayo — dla de 
la Solidaridad international — 

I/OS trabajadores del inundo sa- 
ben que su destino se estd deci- 
diendo en los campos (le batalla 
de Espaiia y de China. Saben que 
la acciun de sus masas lia de tener 
lina influencia decisiva en el resul- 
Lado de la lucha en estos paises. 

C uando los t raba j adores de 1 
mundo desfilen hoy, Esparia y 
China serAn lo que predouiinen 
en su pensamieuto. 

En Inglaterra desfilaran con una 
.sensacion de vergtienza porque es 
el gobiemo ingles el que con su 
ayuda al poder fascista permite 
que continue la agonia de Espafia 
y de China. 

Pero desfilaran tambien con un 
sentiraiento de orgullo de saber 
que el los represent an una Ingla- 
terra diferente de la de Cham- 
berlain. 

Represen tan la Inglaterra que 
con aniniosos sones marchd una 
vez tras Garibaldi a combatir por 
una Italia lib re v unida. 

Representan la Inglaterra de 
los * docfiers *. Que en icyii trazd 
.la pauta a una serie de actos de 
sohdaridad intemacional que de- 
terminaron el fin de la iuterven- 
cidn contra la joven Republica 
Sovietica. 

Representan la Inglaterra de 
Ben Bradley, Philiph Spralt y la 
linea de otrcs ingleses, quienes 
han cuniplido afios de prision en 
las c^rceles de la India por su par- 
ticipacion en la lucha por la )i- 
bertad de la India. 

Representan la Inglaterra del 
Batallon ingles -en Espafia, que 
coloca, antes que su propia vida, 
las demandas de la sofidaridad in- 
temacional. 

.Porque representan todas estas 
cosas, los trabajadores de Ingla- 
terra desfilar&n con orgullo en 
este primero de mayo.. 

Tambien raarchar&n con espe- 
ranza porque ven que se estd ga- 
nando la batalla de la unidad . 
Desde miles de plataformas, a 
trav^s del mundo entero se oirfk 
la demanda de la Alianza de la 
Union por la Paz. 



MADRE P ATRIA 




I, a Alianza por la -Paz estii en 
camino ! Y cuando llegue — c uan- 
do Inglaterra deje de ser un ba 
luarte del fascismo intcrnaeiouial 
ciiamlo Inglaterra ocupe su lugar 
en el frente de los paises demo- 
crAtieos — ese dfa los fascist as in- 
ccndiarios pueden prepararse para 
ser totalnient? aniquiladns. 



Alguien nos ha dicho que hemos 
conocido a Espafia cu su epoca 
peor, ; Quo mas lejos dc olio! Es 
cierto no la conocimos en tiempos 
de sus fiestas y proccsiones, pero la 
hemos conocido mas grande, racnos 
pintoresca, pero mas noble, menos 
alegrc pero mas conjurada. 

A nosotros. Latino-Americanos, 
al venir a la Peninsula hemos en- 
eontrado y sentido la sensacion de 
salir del terrufio, pa.sar por algunos 
paises extranjerns y al llegar a Es- 
pana como pisar tierra de nuestra 
Patria. 

Entonces eomprendemos mas que 
nunca por que alia en America Ua- 
mamus a Espafia, MADRE PA- 
TRIA. 

Ileredamos de Espafia su sangre, 
sus eostumbre.s, su idioma y tam- 
bien sus parasitos; por eso la com- 
prendemos niejor en su momento 
actual. 



Hemos sentido los azotes del sa- 
ble niilitarista. Ins golpes del cili- 
cio y disciplina clericales y la hipo- 
crita cxplotacion dc .la Iglesia y sus 
aliadas la Burguesia y la Aristocra- 
cia. 

Por esto estamos aqui, dispucs- 
tos a Io que venga ; nuestras son 
tambien las penas del obrero y c^m- 
pesino espanol ; cantamos, lanzamos 
gritos de alegria y nos quejamos en 
la misma lengua. 

Son nucstros los suenos del Qui- 
jqte, prenados dc idealismos, somos 
hijos prodigos que regresamos al 
hog.Tr.no cmitritos ni arrepentidos, 
si no a leg res y optimistas, que veni- 
mos a ayuda r en la limpia de la 
vieja casa paterna. 

i SALUD, MADRE PATRIA ! 



Tenientc M. Valenzuela , 
24 Batallon. 

HIM 




COSECHANDO para nuestra nueva Esparia 
REAPING a harvest for the New Spain 
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Famous Observatory Destroyed by Fascist Bombs 



The famous Observatory of As- 
tronomy, called the Observatorio 
del Ebro, which conducted research 
on the count ction between solar ac- 
tivity and the various phenomena 
of the earth, especially electrical 
and magnetic manifestations, was 
situated near the village of Roque- 
tas ( which adjoins Tortosa), on the 
top of one of the innumerable hills 
that skirf the Ebro, looking east- 
ward over the valley of Tortosa. 
The hill, which was arid and white 
when the director began work 
there, is today covered with a green 
and luxuriant growth of young pi- 
nes. And from each one of its pa- 
vilions one saw the fertile valley, 
the river Ebro, and a distant border 
df .hlue mountains. 

Owing to the location of the Ob- 
servatory, the distance of the moun- 
tains, and the nature of the land 
and its low radioactivity, the obser- 
vations carried out by the Institut- 
ion were very valuable and sought 
after by scientific men throughout 
the world. 

• Father Rodes, of the Society of 
Jesus, was tbe director of this ex- 
cellent center of research and ins- 
truction in astronomy. When his 
order left Spain, he remained at his 
post, not wishing to leave the work 
which had won him the admirat- 
ion and respecjt of the Republic and 
of the Spanish people 
Some months ago the fascist ra- 



dio spread the story that he had 
been assassinated at the beginning 
of the rebellion. But the story was 
soon contradicted when a journa- 
list visited Tortosa and spoke with 
Father Rodes himself. 

In an interesting conversation 
with the reporter, Father Rodes 
said : 

“I believe that freedom is the 
highest quality God has given man 
and that it elevates him most in the 
order of creation. We must be able 
to make use of our faculty of dis- 
criminating and determining our 
own actions.” 

Father Rodes is not an indeci- 
sive man. He is faithful to his reli- 
' ious vocation, and said : 

“While I dedicate the major part 
of my efforts to science, I do not 
lose my character (as a priest), I 
believe now that religion is propa- 
gated by conviction and not by for- 
ce. I have always had respect foi 
others, and they in turn have given 
me proof of their respect. Not long 
ago I received a letter from a Rus- 
sian astronomer in which he said: 
“God protect you and your Institut- 
ion”. 

After stating that the military in- 
surrection and the war came as a 
gr^t surprise to him, he^said : 

“I was in Tarragona at the time 
of the outbreak of the insurrection, 
where I had gone to buy some in- 
dispensible articles for the Observa- 



tory. It began on a Saturday, and 
I remained in Tarragona until Mon- 
day. I went through the streets in 
my priestly garments, and no one 
called attention to me or molested 
me in the least. There I learned 
what had occurred in Barcelona. I 
went to Tortosa, walking through 
the city as if it were Ferrerias or 
Roquetas, and people did not react 
at all to my presence.” 

“Did anything happen later at the 
Observatory ?” 

“The entire Observatory, that is, 
its buildings and its personnel, have 
been respected by all. Armed pa- 
trols from Barcelona visited us on 
two separate occasions. I told them, 
“You see be fore you a friend of the 
people and a friend of the workers”, 
inviting them to visit the Observa- 
tory. They found only books and 
scientific apparatus, and saw that 
we were living very modestly. On 
taking leave, each of these patrols 
offered us a guard for the protect- 
ion of the Observatory. After 
thanking them for their kindness, 
I replied, “It seems to me better 
that the work we do should be our 
defense.” 

On being asked how the Govern- 
ment of the Republic maintained 
the Observatory and its teaching 
staff, he replied : 

“Very we Hi, very well. There has 
been no interruption in the funds 
provided nor in consideration for 



our personal welfare. No govern- 
ment under another regime could 
have been more generous.” 

It is difficult at present to esti- 
mate the v^Tue of the contents of 
the Observatory. There was noth- 
ing lacking in the way of modern, 
costly, and excellent scientific appa- 
ratus. On the 8th of this month, 
however, the work of the Observa- 
tory was ended. Early that morn- 
ing five fascist trimotor planes, 
arriving from Pollensa, hurled mo- 
re than a hundred bombs at the 
buildings and towers of the Obser- 
vatory, and aparatus, laboratories, 
buildings, . and towers were blown 
to pieces. The famous Observatory 
of the Ebro was converted into a 
huge mountain of smoking wrecka- 
ge.. On awakening, Tortosa was 
stricken silent - with horror, pain, 
and indignation. The pride of the 
city, of the region, and of all Spain 
had been swept away by the guns 
of the_ Spanish fascists, aided in 
their criminal work by foreign in- 
vaders. 

The fate of the teachers, assis- 
tants,, and personnel of the Obser- 
vatory is not yet known. When the 
mountains of brick, stone, iron cind 
wood are removed, it will be known 
who was buried in the ru.ins. Then 
it will be ascertained, too, if Father 
Rodes was among them, for noth- 
ing has been heard of the director 
of the Observatory since that day. 



Wally Tapsell 

by Commissar Bob Cooney 



I first met Wally Tapsell in 1934 
when he was circulation manager 
of the “Daily Worker”. 

He had come North to tell us 
how by new methods and hard work 
the sales of our paper could be 
raised in Aberdeen. 

He had a persuasive tongue. “Sa- 
turation point” he said will be rea- 



ched only when there is a “Daily 
Worker” going into every home in 
Aberdeen. 

Before he left he had us all figur- 
ing out what we were going to do 
with the profits on the millions of 
“Dailies” we were going to sell. 

I met him a few months later at 
the Manchester congress of the 



Party. When he took the platform 
on the “Daily Worker” report, his 
theme was the same as before ; “sa- 
turation point” will he reached 
when the “Daily” is going into 
every worker's home. His speech 
at this congress and >hard work 
throughout the country did more 
than anything else to bring home to 
Party members the role and impor- 
tance of his beloved “Daily Wor- 
ker”. From then on the sales and 
influence of our paper made steady 
progress. 

Our next meeting was in London 
on the eve of my departure with 
a band of volunteers for Spain. 
“Tappy” painted ft gruesome picture 
of what we might go through-shell 
shock, broken limbs, mangled bo- 
dies these are only a few things he 
conjured up before asking “do you 
still want to go to Spain?”. 

When we replied with a determined 
affirmative he said “Good Luck”. 
“I’ll be joining you myself in a few 
weeks”. 

He was as good as his word“ In 
October 1937 he and Fred Cope- 
man returned for their second spell 
in Spain. 

Now “Tappy” is a prisoner in 
Franco's hands, captured when the 
Battalion was ambushed at Cala- 
ceite on March 31st. I can guess 
what he is thinking. Not of himself, 
but of his Battalion and the men for 
whom he lived. Worrying probably 1 
about how his comrades fared after 
his capture. Wondering what the 
movement is doing at home to drive 
the pro fascist Chamberlairy Go- 
vernment out of power. 

And we who are lfFt-whafr are 
we to do? “Tappy” -is a comrade 
in a million ! A comrade we cannot 
afford to lose. Just \ as “Tappy” 
lived for the Battalion and the mo- 



vement, th^ Battalion and the mo- 
vement must now mobilise for his 
release. 

We of the Battalion will do so by 
the part we will play in the streng- 
thened People’s army, by our resis- 
tance to-day to be followed by such 
an advance as will annihilate the 
fascists and liberate our comrades 
with all the oppressed people of 
fascist Spain. 

And while we play our part here 
we depend on our comrades at home 
to let loose such an angry storm 
of protest as will compel the Bri- 
tish Government to take steps to 
secure the release of Wally Tapsell 
and his fellow fighters for freedom. 

The fight for the release of our 
beloved commissar is an essential 
part of the struggle against fascism, 
the struggle for a peacful happy 
Britain. 




WALLY TAPSELL ^ 




DEFENDERS of the Republic 
DtFENSORES de la R^gbjtp* 
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DOS FECHAS 
Y CUATRO VIVAS 

Dias faltan para (|ue nuestros 
hermanos de clase de los paises im- 
perialistas se manifiesten con la 
frente alta y los nervios en tension 
ante sus opresores, al resurgir en 
sus inentes preocupadas dos lechas 
que significan hoy, principio y fi- 
nal del regimen burgues. 

Estas son el recuerdo del i.° de 
Mayo. [Martiros de Chicago!, pri- 
mer jalon de rebeldias y ejemplo 
de cbmo se lucha para libertar al 
niumlo proletario de las garras san- 
(prientas del capitalismo. 

Gloriosa gesta ; antorcha roja que 
prend i b /uego en los corazones 
oprimidos de la vieja Rusia, que 
ilumino el' caniino de aquellos her- 
manos nuestros que hoy tienen la 
fatisfaccion de no ver en su tierra 
opresores ni oprimidos. Fruto del 
dacrificio y la fe de ver iiuplantado 
cl regimen de la liber tad y Justi- 
cia Social quepredijeron las sabias 
consignas del inmortal Lenin, orien- 
tador de la lucha, y su mejor hijo 





Stalin, genio impulsor del Socialis- 
mo practico liasta hacer la “Gran 
Nacinn’’, la nacion gigantc ; que es 
cn el momeiito, sinibolo de imitacion 
que en este i.° de Mayo nos hace 
(pritar : ; ABAJO LAS CADE- 
NAS ! i VIVA RUSIA L 
Tambien ban de gritar estos her- 
manos de clase desde sus respecti- 
vos paises y ha de venir a sus men- 
tes el recuerdo dc otras fechas y 
otros vivas; otras gestas que son los 
caminos va andados en ruta de imi- 
tacion por los tiranos del antifas- 
cismo ficles a la obra realizada en 
este pais ; y con fe de vencedores, 
a fuerza dc sacrificios y supcracio- 
nes, en esta marcha liberadora, cn 
breve fccha tienc (|ue llcgar a la 
consecucion dc nuestras aspiracio- 
nes. 

De modo que cn este i.° de Mayo 
el resto del proletariado niundial. 
que por sus circunstancias no puedc 
luchar hoy, como nosotros, cara a 
cara, frente a frente a nuestros ene- 
inigos: gritaran fuerte cn esc dia, 
ante el, rostro temeroso dc Lvcana- 
lla; ante esas exercioncs de forma 
humana cuatro vivas v dos fechas: 
;VIVA EL i* D 1 -: MAYO! 
i VIVA RUSIA! 
i VIVA EL iq DE JULIO! 

I VI VA ESPAftA! - 

I VIVA. CHINA! 

M. Ramirez, del 24 Batallon, 
1* Coinpania 




NUESTRA 

CAUSA 



Sobre el verde tapiz de los cam- 
pos alumbra el sol las rojas ania- 
polas. 

Del niisnio color, vivo y apasio- 
nado de estas flores, es la sangre 
antifascista que corre por nuestras 
venas. De este niisnio color es tam- 
bien una de las franjas de nuestra 
bandera tricolor que, enarbolada 
siempre al frente, despliega ante el 
viento toda su arrogancia, todo el 
poenia que encierran sus colores. 
Ella indica caminos de victoria, 
conquistas dc liber tad, para nuestra 
Espana. noble v trabajadora. 

Roja, si; roja es tambien la ban- 
dera del proletariado, esa gran urbe 
de trabaiadores que con la sonrisa 
en los labios y la herramienta en la 
mano, lleva el progreso a la Hu- 



DELEGAClON del Frente Popular de un pueblo cerca del frente durante 
la celebracidn del 14 de abrll en el Mac-Pap Batalldn 
DELEGATION of the people's Front from a village near the front spea- 
king at the April 14 celebration of the Mac-Pap Battalion 



ijiiiniiiMiiiiiiiuiiiiiMiiiiiiiiitiiiiMi'miiitmiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiMiimiimiimiiiimmiiiiiiiiiiMmiimiiiimiitiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiimmmii'imiiiiiiim'f 

’ THE INTERNATIONALIST” 

Ich came nach Spain in Jannar | 

> Yo hablar seulenient English, 

1 But jetz 1 say Comment Savar, 1 

i Wie gehts, Que tal, tovaritsch. - 

| lch faren mit mein ambulance | 

1 In woikin shoit and panties. = 

| No tengo tiempo por romance, I 

| Y arbeit mas duro que antes. | 

| Wen abend komt, 1 say BON Soir, | 

| Mi convertures a lies veloren, | 

| lch bin sehr kalt, but 1 am told § 

1 C’est la guerre, dasder kreig, there’s a war on. | 




But underer dings Ich hat gelernt 
That mange 1st 11 ich t veel, 

Nosotros fleisch is sometimes burnt, 

Mit garlls, tambien huile. 

Pero, una idea es uber alle. 

An Idea muy profundo,. 

We’ll arbeit schwer for Franco’s fall, 

Und U. H. P. en lodo e| mundo. 

1 . B 



manidad. Por eso nuestra causa es 
sagrada. Por eso el mundo admira 
a los trabajadores espaholes, que 
antes de dejarse arrebatar el dere- 
cho a la libertad y a la cultura, su- 
do narar con el pecho desnudo el 
primer golpe del fascismo cruel y 
ambicioso, y despues empuhar, ade- 
iikis del utensilio del trabajo, las 
annas que liabian de vengar el 
agravio. 



-- 1 r 1 1 ■ 1 1 ' i 1 1 1 . 1 illllimilllllllllllMmiill Mill Mill III IMIMMI1II III1I1IMI 




Hoy, ya todos los antifascistas es- 
panoles rinden el maxinio dd sus 
esfuerzos para derrotar al invasor. 

Esa retaguardia, antes “confiada 
y feliz,, trabaja dia y noebe para 
la guerra. Hermanos nuestros han 
abandonado sus lugares de trabajo. 
para ocupar un sitio a nuestro lado 
v defender mas directamente los in- 
vereses del pueblo antifascista. Mu- 
jeres con bravia de hombre, ocupan 
sitios de responsabilidad en indus- 
trias de guerra. 

Espana antifascista entera se ha- 
11 a movilizada. Ni un solo hombre 
inactivo. Ninguna mujer sin dejar 
de prestar su valiosa colaboracion 
al Ejercito y al Pueblo. 

Luchamos v vcncereinos y ocn el 
triunfo construiremos la Espana de 
nuestro ideal. Una Espana libre, 
progresista y feliz. 

Manuel Sanz Dominguez, 

Soldado del 

5 7 Batallon inglds. 
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SPANISH LEADERS AFFIRM GAINS 
OF REPUBLIC ON 7 th ANNIVERSARY 

■uuiii: ih 'liiniiiiMiiiiiiiiiiimmiFMiiiiiiiiimiiii'iiimriniitiiiiimiimiiiiiiiiiMmmiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiimmrmiiii,,* iiii:.<i>i(iit.ni.|||iiij||ini|> - 

j JURAMENTO DE LOS NUEVOS RECLUTAS 1 

En este dfa del 1 de mayo nosotros los soldados 
del Batallon Lincoln - Washington de la XV Bri- | 
I gada del Ejercito Republicano, juramos que con | 
| toda nuestra fuerza y moral elevada, con nuestras ^ 
| vidas nos dedicamos a la defensa de nuestro pais 
7 y nuestra causa, al empleo de toda nuestra ener- 
gia por la tarea de perteccionarnos comb soldados 
y prepararnos para las prbximas ofensivas que § 
barreran los fascistas invasores de la tierra espa- I 
nola para siempre. ~ 

H Juramos de resistir hoy, para que manana poda- | 
mos atacar y conquistar. | 

=-i(iii:nnnm ill li mu t »u ki»iit(»iiiiitirim iiriruim r i.rt ^iiiiiiijimiiiiiiiiiitmiiiiMitmtiiiiiiiFiiiiiiimiiitiiiiifiiiiiiiiiii ckiiiiiu .5 



On the occasion of the scrvcnth 
anniversary of the proclamation of 
the Republic, the Agency AlMA 
inquired into the opinion of various 
Spanish leaders on the following 
three question* : 

First : What are. in your opinion, 
the prospects alter seven years of 
the Republic? 

Second: What is the most impor- 
tant accomplishment of the Repu- 
blic ? 

Third: What is the major error 
committed hv the Republic? 

M ART! \ F.Z BARRIO, PRE- 
SIDENT OF THE CO RTFS, re- 
plied in answer to the first quest- 
ion : 

“At present the Republic has a 
single mandate: to save the inde- 
pendence of Spain and the right of 
the Nation to dispose freely of its 
political destiny. Every thong else 
takes second place. We do not wish 
to, we must not follow the fate o[ 
Abyssinia or of Austria. We are 
an old in de]x.-n dent people incapa- 




ble »‘f being dominated by war or 
by treason. Our virtues and our de- 
lects, fused in the crucible of our 
love to uur native land, merit the 
ivspect of the world, and we will 
therefore succed in obtaining the 
assistance owing to us. To place 
among the people of Europe the 
burn ng red-hot oial of die Spanish 
war: and to believe that it will soon 
have to quench itself at the cost of 
defeat i- to disown us and to pre- 
pare. consciously or unciwinuslv, 
to spread the blaze.’’ 

In aii-over to ilk- second question, 
he said that the nio-t important 
work of the Republic ha.- hem. 

"Re-ti (ration to the Spanish p<*o- 
Me of ci >nt idencc in 1 livm-d \ r*. 

I \ ei s 11 1 v tin - loss 1 » I tin- ci ilonic" 
'he Spaniard^ ha\c doubled their 
i l eal i \ e and ] >< ■! itieal vap.ivit v. 
l.'omparin:; thvniM kes with other 
J-.ui'opccn peoples. 1 1 k- Spaniards 
lelt ihemselve' re.-i rained ami infe- 
rior. J hcv gave up their aspiral- 
ious and vegetated tranquilly in the 

'III!. 

'J!ut the Republic rc-tored to the 
Spaniard hi* eonmlcnce. Governing 
tile Republic he discovered again 
ln> capacities and In* vitality, lie 
ha> made comparison^ which haw 
given him comtort and made him 
bcl. witli full right, that Ik is on 
active member of the European 
community. 

What they jntmd most icpug- 
nant abutit the military uprising 



was that it wished to lower tlw 
Spaniard’s dignity, that it wished 
to deliver the Fatherland over to 
tlie covetousness and tutelage of 
foreign countries.’’ 

In answer to the third question 
on the major error committed by 
the Republic Martinez Barrio said: 

“The grear cst eraw* of the Repu- 
blic was its trusting acceptance of 
the word of honor of its mortal 
enemies. The entire apparatus of 
the State, except the portfolios of 
the Ministries and the civil Go- 
vernments, remained in the hands 
nf the servants of the monarchy 
alter the Republic was set up. 

“Their empty and solemn word 
of honor sutficcd us as a pledge 
til lovaltv. Their word of liom>i ! 

”ln ly.^i they abandoned Don Al- 
fonso ; in io R) they betrayed the 
Republic. With the exception of 
the traditional Carlists, who did not 
lower their banner and other mo- 
narchists who remained loyal to 
their convict iui is. all the rebels, 
from those in the Army diwvn, de- 
serve the condemnation of their 
fellow-citizens and lhc r disdain of 
history. IListurv will certainly nut 
be mure charitable than the Spa- 
jp -' ll people, wlin arc aMiamed of 
these people who, n; addition to 
betraying their country, haw deli- 
vered it to foreign nations. 

"In their simplicitv tiic Republi- 
cans forgot Spanish history of the 
lqth miimy. Their terrible simpli- 
city resulted in a most barbarie and 
destructive w ar, iim iked w ithout 
explanation or justification on our 
national soil.*'’ 

DON ANTONIO VKLAO, the 
Minister "1 Public Works, replied 
to the first question as follows: 

"Tlie Republic w as founded with 
much joy. The inexperience on 
which this juv was ba sed. occasio- 
ned bitter and sad mistakes. These 
m turn gave the Republic the expe- 
rience that was lacking: and today, 
in a period of great scriutisness 

w'c will never say dospernlion - 

its suffering makes it wiser. Once 

the people overcome the present dif- 
ficulties, they will open the way to 
a future Republic based not on 
charity, which is the injurins wea- 
pon of reaction, but on social jus- 



tice and the highest aspirations of 
men who love treedum." 

In reply to the second question, 
he said : 

“It was the aim of the Republic 
to destroy the power of the militar- 
ists, the clergy, and Ihe caciques, the 
three pillars of a system ol media- 
eval capitalist privilege. Military 
reform, constitutional laicisatiun, 
and agrarian reform were the 
means by which the Cortes Consti- 
tuvnUs wished to accomplish this 
great task. For the Republic was 
bom without bloodshed, and the 
Republic wished to carry out its 
reforms in a normal manner, but 
the bishop, the landowner, and the 
general, true to their traditions 
prevented this.” 

On the third question lie said: 

The great error of the Republic 
was that it permitted injury to the 
weapons the people had prepared. 
'The d r. mial ie experience through 
which it is passing will greatly 
improve its future work." 

RAMON CA MON EDA, _ Secre- 
tary of the Socialist Parly of Spain, 
replied to the first question: 

"During these last seven years 
the Republic has lived in the most 
highly important and dramatic 
period in the history of Spain, and 
lias undergone a most difficult so- 
cial and political apprenticeship. 
Once victory is attained, we will 
i:c a great nation, forget! in pain, 
the unsui'|)assable t earlier of life." 

Second : ’'Tin greatest work of 
the Republic a> been the cultivat- 
ion in the people of a desire to 
learn, an urge for education, and 
a atrong preoccupation with ideas." 

'I'll in 1 : Its givnlc-t ei ror ha* 

been disdain for the international 
factor and the lack of an intelligent 
foreign policy." 

JOShi DIAZ. Secretary General 
o) the C’onnminisL Party, replied to 
the tirct question ; 

“At a time wlkn Spain is 
engaged in a war against fascism 
and in 'defense of its independence, 
one sees in the future primarily 
the complete victory of the Republic 
over tascim mid its consol idat ion 
as a democratic and parliamentary 
Republic with a pro fund content 
of social advances.” 



“Secondly, the Republic has 
accomplished outstanding work 
which Jins kept pace necessarily 
with developments in this destructi- 
ve war. 

First, the distribution of the land 
of the fascist landlords to the 
peasants. Second, the popularizat- 
ion of education, and the opening 
of institutes and universities foi 
working people. And finally, the 
lxasic accomplishment, the creation 
of a People's Army which is tlw 
expression of the people’s will .to 
enjoy freedom, to smash the tyrant* 
forever, and to make Spain a free 
and respected country, the bulwark 
of peace and of democracy,:'* 

Third: The gravest error of the 
Republic was its failure entirely to 
liquidate semi-feudal Spain: the 
reactionary castes of landowners 
and their servants, the traitors in 




the Army, and the reactionary 
apparatus of the State. The people 
w ished and demanded this. If it had 
been done, the rebel uprising of the 
1 8 th of July would not have been 
possible. \Vc will not repeat again 
this major error of the past, that 
is, the error of following a weak 
policy with the enemy instead of 
destroying him without pity. If we 
avoid this error, we will arrive 
more rapidly at victory.” 




EL CAMARADA JESUS HERNAN- 
DEZ, Comlsario general del ejirclto en 
la zona no Catalana, visto por Arroyito 

COMRADE JESUS HERNANDEZ, 
Commissar-General of the Army in 
non-Calalan zone as seen by Arroyito 
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End Non-Intervention Farce, Demands 
del Vayo as League of Nations Meets 



At a meeting of the league of 
Nations, on May n, Alvarez del 
Vayo, Minister of ForeignAffairs 
of the Spanish Republic, made a 
strong speech that sounded around 
the world- 

Among his . opening remarks 
wer^ : « It is both strange and sad- 
dening to observe to what extent 
the language of those who claim 
to be defenders of the Geneva ins- 
titution becomes identical with 
that of its enemies. It is no less 
extraordinary that the policy of 
misrepresentation and sabotage 
designed to destroy the league of 
Nations, a policy employed with 
growing success since 1935 by Ber- 
lin and Rome, should, in other ca- 
pitals, attract the most irresponsi- 
ble, or perhaps the most respon- 
sible and ardent collaborators. * 

He explained further : * Both 
from the trenches and from the 
seat of the Government, we have 
watched day by day the incom- 
rehensible desertion of certain 
emocracies ; we have watched 
them conspire with the aggressors ; 
they have tolerated bombardments 
of open towns and the mass mur- 
der of women and children with 
no more than a superficial protest ; 



and finally they have signed agre- 
ements with the aggressors which 
legalize this intervention. We have 
been amated at their readiness 
to collaborate with such enemies 
of international society. And it 
is sad to contemplate that these 
democracies, by reason of their 
failure to react in time, have 
brought much nearer than they 
think the day when their own cities 
will fall victims to the same atro- 
cities as have filled my country 
with horror and death. But none of 
these circimstances has been able 
to disturb the serene compcsure 
with which the Spanish Govern- - 
ment is defending, internally and 
externally, the interests of a peo- 
ple whose heroism lias proved them 
worthy of the most fervid devotion. 
And at no time, not even when 
our soldiers, suffering from conti- 
nuous attack by German and Ita- 
lian aeroplanes, mingles cries of 
agony with angry and bitter re- 
criminations against London and 
Paris, has it ever oecured to us to 
try to. end this torture by lighte- 
ning the fuse which would start an 
international conflagration. * 

In speaking of the realism of 
German and Italian intervention 




IN THE TRENCHES fur soldiers fight on In spite of the failure of Non- 
Interventlon, but hey know that victory will eventually be ours. 

EN LAS TRINCHFJtAS nuestros soldados luchan a pesar del fracaso de 
la No- Intervene! 6n, porque saben que la victoria final seri nuestra, 




WHILE NON-INTERVENTION denies aid to the Republic, Catalonian 
workers develop *their war industries to supply the needs of the fronts. 

MIENTRAS LA N O-INT ERVEN C*ON niega ayuda a la Reptiblica, los 
obreros de Cataluiia desarrollan sus Industrias de guerra para proveer las 

necesidades de los frentes. 



in Spain, he said. « The time tor 
analysis and for irrefutable proofs 
is passed. For mouths and months 
it has been possible to refuse to 
look the facts straight in the face. 
Today this is no longer possible. 
Reality thrusts itself brutally in 
front of our eyes. It surrounds us 
and engulfs us. The moment de- 
mands, at least, the courage to 
nccep* it without misrepresenta- 
tion of hypocrisy. 

» This reality lieans that then' 
exists in Kurope two countries, 
two countries whose very politi- 
cal regimes lead them to use those 
expansive forces in a violent and 
aggressive manner. They have de- 
voured Austria. They are trying 
to reduce Spain to aslus ; they me- 
nace the very existence of L’zecho* 
slavakia, und they are facing half 
a dozen European countries with 
the choice of submitting or disap- 
pearing as free and sovereign states 
tromt he political map of Kurope*. 

• * * 

« And now Mr. Preside nt and 
gentlemen, I come before the Coiui- 
cil of tile League of Nations, tos 

(Continued on fiugf 11) 
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TODAY he has a school he can 
go tol 

HOY tlene una escuela donde 
puede irl 
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| Camoradas de la Juventud Americana: Salud 

I Espafla Frente del Este 29 abrll 1938 I 

I I 

| En estos momentos,-ea que aeaba de caer glorlosamente, | 

| como un verdadero vallente el camarada DAVE DORAN,, Co* | 

| mfsarlo de Guerra de la XV Brlgada Internaclonaf, que en esta | 

1 Espafla lucha contra la fnvasldn de los bArbaros fascistas. | 

| Cuando acaba de caer nuestro hermano, que conqulstd con | 

| su valentfa y arrojo en la lucha y su Cordial y fraternal trato | 

| con todos, en la vlda diarta de nuestra Brlgada, el sincero | 

1 carlflo, respeto y admlraclAn de todos. § 

1 El que fuera blenconocldo y estlmado en los Estados Unldos, | 

| por su actlvldad polltlca y social, como dlrlgente de la Llga | 

| Juvehll Comunlsta, donde luch6 con tes6n, por conqulstar para | 

1 'la Juventud y el puebh) en general, una vlda mejor ; es que los | 

| que abajo flrmamos, miembros de dlstlntas organlzaclones § 

1 Juveniles de EspaAa y de los dlferentes palses aquf represen- f 
| tad os, queremos decfros que : | 

| En honor a la memorla del camarada DORAN, que ya es f 

| una lumlnaria que nos gufa en nuestro camlno hacla el triunfo | 

| de nuestras armas, que son las armas de la Paz y la Democracla | 

| y en homenaje al paladin herolco de la IJbertad, | 

| OSJURAMOS | 




SCENE during the ceremony of presentation of flags to the British Battalion 

ESCENA durante la ceremonla de la prescntacl6n de las banderas al 

Batall'dn Inglls 



I que el camlno trazado por 41, su ejemplo de valentfa y coraje en | 

| la lucha y su abnegacidn, serin para nosotros, la pauta a segulr | 

| y que como sfmbolo de nuestra Unidad en la lucha, bautlzaremos | 

i nuestro Club Juvenll, con el nombre de camarada Doran y § 

| OS PED1REM0S 1 

1 que hagAis en nuestro pafs la Unidad que necesita la Juventud, | 

| para defender sus derechos y garantlzar los del pueblo en | 

e general. = 

§ NOSOTROS FORTIFICAREMOS, RES1STIREM0S Y VEN- I 

| CEREMOS. I 

1 VOSOTROS UN10S Y CONQUISTAREIS EL BIENESTAR = 

1 DE TODOS. , 1 

5 La Juventud de la XV Brlgada Intemaclonal, JOHN GATES, | 

I Comlsarlo de Guerra amerlcano. — JOSE MARIA VARELA, | 

| Comlsarlo ayudante espaflol. — JOSE BELLO, cubano. Res- | 

1 ponsable de la Brlgada. — V. Coplc, Tenlente Coronet, Jefe de | 

| Brlgada, croato. — Cap I tin DUNBAR, jefe del E. M. tnglls. | 

1 Calzaban esta carta centenares de firm as de Oficiales , closes y § 

I soldados Jdvenes comunislas , anarquistas, socialisms, republica-' § 

| nos y catolicos, J&ue'nes de todo E span a, andaluccs, Castellanos, | 

| caialanes, gallegos, aragoneses, valencianos, etc. | 

I De todas las unidades. batallones y demds Unidades de la | 

| Brigada. § 

| Jdvenes internacionales, de America, Euro pa y demds partes | 

| del Orbe, que estdn representados en nuestra XV Brigada, \ 
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i JUVENTUD, ADELANTE! 
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La 15 Brigada y las dos Divisiones de la Juventud 



Si detenemos nuestra atencion en 
el momento historico que vive Es- 
pana, veremos como se destaca la 
iuventud espanola, que en magni- 
fico esfuerzo derrama su sangre 
hrava en los frentes de eombate ; 
la juventud de Espana, aver mal 
tratada por la casta feudal, estaba 
impedida para recibir los mas ele- 
mentales conocimientos que le per- 
mitieran prepararse politicamente 
para derrocar un regimen en des- 
composicion. 

El advenimiento de la Republi- 
ca iniplantando un regimen denio- 
cratico, brindo la oportunidad al 
pueblo para salir del obscurantis- 
mo que consumia sus energias. 

La Republica presto preferente 
atencion a la Escuela Popular, y 
vimos como el Ministerio de Ins- 
truccion Publica hizo del maestro 
el primer funcionario de la Repu- 
blica, confiando a el lo mis pre- 
ciado que tienen los pueblos: el al- 
ma de la ninez. 

La traicion de Franco, el ridicu- 
lo muneco que ensangrienta Espa- 
na por mandato de sus amos Hit- 
ler y Mussolini, encontro a su paso 
una Juventud que se levanto con 
los puhos cerrados dispues ta a mo- 



rir antes de permitir que los trai- 
dores entregaran la Espana glorio- 
sa al fascismo italo-aleman. 

El triunfo de la Republica esta 



No es necesario decir que el com- 
portamiento magnifico de nuestra 
Brigada, con respecto a la coleccion 
de un aporte economico para el 
fondo de organizacion de las dos 
Divisiones de la juventud ha sido 
bien apreciada por la juventud y el 
pueblo en. general. 

En esta colecta todas las unidades 
de la Brigada se portaron tan mag- 



garantizado por el esfuerzo de sus 
mejores hijos; la Republica triun- 
fantq necesitara el mayor esfuerzo 
de todos para robustecerse en lo 
economico, politico y social. 

La juventud espanola tieneja ad- 
miracion de los pueblos que anian 
la democracia, que complacidos ob- 
scrvan la gesta heroica que vivc 
Espana. 

Jovenes espanoles, luchad hasta 
conseguir !a victoria, y una vez 
conquistada, reforzad el esfuerzo 
por cl engrandecimiepto dc ella. 

/ Viva la Espana del Frente Po- 
pular ! 

i Juventud, adelante ! 

Manuel ALONSO 



nificamente, que es dificil sena- 
lar cual de ellas lo hieron mejor. 

El resultado fu£ que alcanzo la 
colecta la gran cantidad de mas de 
40.000 pesetas, que fueron colecta- 
das en el espacio de 3 a 4 dias, ya 
que esto fue una iniciativa de 
nuestro Comisariado, cuando apa- 
recia en la prensa algo sobre estas 
cooperaciones en la organizacion 
de estas fuerzas. 

Pero esto, mas que el valor de 
cantidad, dice de como y con que 
simpatia miran todos los camara- 
das de nuestra Brigada, hacia la 
creacion de las dos Divisiones de 
la juventud, que significan un 
aporte de fuerzas y mentes nuevas 
para nuestro Ejercito Popular, y 
que unidos a las experiences de 
los que ya llevamos tiempo parti- 
cipando en la vida del frente, trae- 
ra el triunfo definitivo de nues- 
tras armas sobre el fascismo in- 
vasor. 

Pero no solo la colecta fue lo 
que se hizo en nuestra Brigada, 
tambi6n salicron en todas las uni- 
dades saludos remitidos a las Di- 
visiones de la Juventud y en los 
que nuestros camaradas decian con 
que agrado y simpatia veian a es- 
tos y como desean son sinceridad 
encontrarse junto a ellos para so- 
lidificar esta barrera infranquea- 
ble que es y debe ser nuestro Ejer- 
cito Popular, el cual no podran 
romper las hordas fascistas. 

Algunas de estos articulbs fue- 
ron publicados por la Prensa en 
toda Espafla. 

Hoy que estas fuerzas se hallan 
incorporadas en el Ejercito, nues : 
tra Brigada les, dice: 

“Camaradas de las dos Division 
nes de la Juventud, conquistad en 
el frente los honores que han coiv- 
quistado las demas unidades de 
nuestro Ej6rcito. Nosotros. los 
hombres del Jarama, Brunete, 
Quinto, Belchite, Fuente de Ebro 
y Teruel, os saludamos. y os deci- 
mos que con vuestra ayuda logra- 
remos en tiempo cercano d. triun- 
fo definitivo del antifascist, la 
democracia y la libertad en Es- 
paAa. 

Jos A BELLO 




YOUTH of the Federation of University Students visiting the ISthBrlgadt 
ESTUDI ANTES de la Federacldn Unlversltarfa visltan la 15 Brigada 
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YOUTH DELEGATES address Mac-Pap Battalion 
bELEGADOS DE JUVENTUDES hablando al batajlon Mac-Pap 



Transmissions on the Long Trek 



« Halto ! * 

« Manos axriba ! » 

* Qu6 Brigada? * 

We of the Txansmisiones are 
becoming . expert in replying to 
these gambits. At Belchite, Le- 
cera, Albalate and Caspe we learnt 
our lesson, and the fruits were 
shown in this latest march from 
Batea. Out of 78 effectives 68 have 
returned to our ranks. It is said 
that less than half of our number 
have not at one time or another 
been accosted more or less vio- 
lently, at more or close quarters, 
by the fascists patrols. 

It must be admitted that the 
Spaniards have it all over us In- 
ternationals when it comes to 
threading their way through the 
mountains. The way they follow 
the paths is • uncanny. On this 
last march I was fortunate enough 
to find myself among a group of 
Spaniards. We made a remarkable 
speed. The fascists hadnt a chance. 
All they could manage was five or 
six despairing shots as we passed 
over a crest. Thy never got wit- 
hin hailing distance. 



CAPTAIN JIM RUSKIN, transmls-' 
slonist, fixing a broken wire 

CAPITAN JIM RUSKIN, transmi- 
slonista, arreglando un alambre que 
se ha roto 




Others were not so lucky. Two 
comrades asked the way to Gan- 
desa of some ammunition ca- 
rriers loading burros. 

— vosotros? de qu£ Brigada? » 
ft De la Quince >>. 
ft Oh, Rojos » ! 

The comrades were conducted 
in the direction of Villalba until 
rounding a bend there appeared 
six figures carrying rifles, 
ft Ou£ Brigada? » 
ft ha Once. ■ — - vosotros? » 

But the fascists were ready for 
that one. 

« Estamos de la Quince ft, they 
said, and faded aw&y into the 
shadows, enabling our two com- 
rades to proceed to Gandesa. 

Even * worse was the case of 
Comrade C. After running into 
a fascist patrol, who knocked his 
. hat off with a bullet, he had to 
spend three days in fascist terri- 
tory, making his way past Villalba 
where he drank water with the 
fascists at a well, past Asco where 
he heard the screams of women 
and children « greeting » the * Na- 
tional » Army, and finally cros- 
sing the Ebro by means of a ferry. 
Comrade C, says that the fascists 
call each other ft hermano ft — 
which is a good one to remember. 

- Our adjutant and 8 other com- 
rades came across a company of 
men resting on top of a hill. They 
were about to enquire the iden- 
tity of the troop when they heard 
somebody remark ft They look like 
Reds ft. There seemed to be no 
escape. One of our comrades, 
however, rose to the occasion. He 
approached the sergeant of the 
company and asked for a light. 
On being asked to what unit he 
belonged, he answered casually 
« Transniisiones » — and indicated 
their equipment. This apparently 
satisfied the sergeant. Our com- 
rades moved away, mingling in 
the darkness with the fascist rank 
and file, and sitting down beside 
them. Eventually the fascist com- 
pany moved on . The T ransmis- 
sioniste made no haste to pick up 
their equipment — until the last 
of the company had passed around 
the corner. 

But we Transmissionists didn’t 
spend all our time and energy in 
saving our own bodies. We also 
had our equipment to safeguard — 
our telephones, our centrals, our 
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I To the Youth of America 

Eastern Front, Spain | 

| In a moment when a true hero, Dave Doran, War Commls- I 

| sar of the 15th Brigade, has so honorably fallen, we pay tribute. f 

| Our Brother, who with his valiant energy, cordial and fra- | 

| ternal treatment of all In his dally life of our Brigade, comman- | 

| ded the sincere love, respect and admiration of all. | 

| Because he, who was well-known and esteemed in the U. S., = 

| for his political and social activities and as a leader of the Young f 

| Communist League, where he fought with courage and tenacity | 

| to conquer with the youth and the people a better life, that we § 

| the undersigned, members of different youth organizations of § 

| Spain and of the world here represented, wish to pledge that : f 

| In honor of the memory of Comrade Doran, a beacon-light | 

| that guides us In the path to victory, Peace and Democracy j 

§ and in homage to this brave champion of Liberty, we pledge : | 

| that the path outlined by him, his example of courage and | 

i abnegation in the struggle, will be for us the standard to follow | 

| and as a symbol of our unity in the fight we baptize our Youth | 

| Club with the name of Dave Doran, and we ask that you build | 

| in your country the unity that the Youth needs to defend Its | 

| rights and guarantee those of the people in general. | 

| We shall Fortify, Resist and Win . | 

United, you too will conquer well being for all . = 

The youth of the I $th International Brigade. | 

Signal : John Gates, Brigade War Commissar, American* | 
Josi Marla Varela, Adjutant Commissar, Spanish. | 

Jpsi Bello, Brigade responsible, Cuban. | 

V. Coplc, Lt.-Col., Brigade commander, Croat. | 

Capt. Dunbar, Chief of Staff, British. | 

To the above names hundreds more were added , of officials , 1 

1 sub-officials, and soldiers ; Young Communists, Anarchists, = 

I Socialists, Republicans and Catholics, Youth from all parts of = 

= Spain : Andalusians, Castilians, Catalan, Gallegos, Aragonese, § 

V alencians, and other s^ from all of the units and battalions of | 

the Brigade. Among them, Internationals from America, Europe | 
_ and other parts of the world who arc fighting in our Brigade * | 
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wire — and without a camion. We 
consider that we managed that 
pretty well too. Out of 18 tele- 
phones we saved 14, out of 6 cen- 
trals we saved every one, and 
we saved about 75 % of our wire — 
a very considerable improvement 
on our performance at Belchite 
and Caspe. In addition we have 
succeeded in rescuing substantial 
quantities of equipment abando- 



ned by other Transmission units. 
The final result is that vTe are 
considerably better off than when 
we started, so far as equipment 
is concerned. 

The Transmissionist must con- 
serve his telephones as the infan- 
tryman conserves his rifle. But 
it cuts both ways, for there are 
many occasions when.the telephone 
conserves the Transmissionist. 



BRIGADE HELPS THE TWO 



, DIVISIONS 

Almost immediately following 
the fighting at Gandesa a sponta- 
neous movement arose in our Bri- 
gade to aid the Two Volunteer 
Divisions of Youth. 

•Transmissions started the march t 
of funds from the Brigade with a 
donation of more than 5.000 pese- 
tas. The pesetas kept pouring in. 
Within two weeks time we col- 
lected more than 45.000 pesetas, 
the British Battalion topping the 
list witli better than 14.000 pese- 
tas and still keeping first place 
even if we deduct the amounts that 
some members of the Mak-Paps 
and the "24th” Battalions turned 
in to the British. 

Certainly this spontaneous and 
rapid collection of funds eviden- 
ced a deep feeling- on the part of 
our men, veterans of many battles, 
towards understanding the need 
for properly equipping the new, 
young volunteers. 



OF YOUTH 




Hello! Hello! Headquarters speaking! 
H1I6I Haldl El Estado Mayor esi* habiaada! 
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DEFENSE AGAINST TANKS 

By Sam Wild 



Modern uvnfarc and especially 
the actual war in Spain has shown 
by experience that the principal 
factor is the surprise element-so 
wc must always be prepared to 
fight back. 

Tanks are one of these elements 
so we must be prepared to surpri- 
se the enemy with our defence. 
Wc must not only be prepared to 
hold a tank attack but also to 
push them back. 

The tank is not such a terrible 
weapon as it is made out to be 
providing that the method of de- 
fence is thoroughly understood. 

When you are in a defensive po- 
sition and you have had time to 
fortify you will build in front of 
your position at about iso meters 
one pit to another should be about 
180 centimeters deep and about 60 
centimeters square-enough to allow 
the rifleman to turn around with- 
out difficulty. The distance from 
one pit to another would be about 
35 meters — the distances depend- 
ing on the terrain and the time 
you have at your disposal to for- 
tify. 

Once the pits are finished the 
removed earth will be taken back 
and the pits camouflaged according 
to the terrain in which they are 
dug so that they will be unnoticca- 
ble. 

Two men will be selected from 
every section as s|>ccial anti-tank 
Micpers. Tlw snipers will go into 
iheir pits at dawn and remain the- 
re the whole of the day taking 
with him his cold rations and re- 
turning during the night. The next 
day he will be relieved by the 
other rifleman. No one will go 
into the pits at night because tanks 
never operate in the dark. 

Tile defensive weapons that the 
sniper usually have arc rifle, 
hand grenades, inflainable liquid 
bottles, anti-tank piercing and in- 
cendiary bullets. 

There are two kinds of liquid 
bottles. One which is very pri- 
mitive and consists of a bottle full 
of petrol or gasoline at the bottom 
of which arc rags which are ligh- 
ted before throwing — the other 
consists of a special solution of 
phosforus and as everyone knows 




that as long as this is m water it 
does not burn but once it contacts 
with air it starts to burn. These 
must not be thrown until the tanks 
are within reach. 

The occupants of the tanks see 
very little because they are confi- 
ned to observing through a peris- 
cope or telescope and can only see 
in front or the sector with which 
they are mainly concerned when 
attacking a trench. They try to 
discover where the enemy anti-tank 
guns arc placed and therefore if the 
pits are well camouflaged they will 
be unable to be observed. 

Due to the uneveness bf the 
ground the tanks cannot fire their 
Machine guns with effectivness 
until they are within 400 meters of 
our positions and that is the time 
when the snipers open fire on the 
tanks and the place that they con- 
centrate on is the front right hand 
side of ;he tank where the driver 
sits and the turret where the gun- 
ner and responsible of the tank re- 
main. 

If the tank still advances the 
best thing is to wait until it co- 
nics near, within 8 to ro meters 
because at that distance the tank 
cannot tire low Then is the time 
to throw the liquid fire if possi- 
ble on the tanks for when the bottles 
break the liquid will spread all 
over the tanks and will run into 
the .tank through the crevices 
Grenades will lie thrown under the 
tanks (front-part) where the me- 
canism is and also where the gaso- 
line tank is. If the tank passes, 
you will throw your grenades on 
to the side — on the caterpillars in 
order to break the junctions and 
put them out of action. 

When a tank stops never walk 
up to it as it is quite cast for the 
occupants to fire through the pis- 
tol holes. The best thing is to wait 
until the occupants get out of the 
tank. When you arc out in the open 
never run because they can pursue 
you and it is therefore much better 
to keep still because they know 
that there arc people there hut they 
cannot see them and one can be 
assured that the occupants are verv 
nervous being confined in such a 
small place. Keep still and when 





HOLDING 'EM 

the tanks come near enouph let 
them have all you have at hand. 
The tanks will start zig-zagging 
as they go on and it will give the 
impression that you will be crushed 
but in spite of that you will re- 
main still as the tanks want you 
to get up and run and therefore 
become a target for them and for 
the moral effect. 

A :ank can reach an enemy po- 



manteniEndolos 

sition but cannot hold it and it you 
cannot get the tank the first time 
you will be able to get it when it 
comes back. 

When the Battalion is on the 
march and the alarm is given that 
tanks are on the right or left the 
anti-tank squads will advance and 
try and hold them while the rest 
of the troops get good cover. 





OUR TROOPS lortilyng NUESTRAS TROPAS fortlficando 



INTERNATIONALS VOLUNTEER FOR DIGGING 



When volunteers were asked for 
to dig fortifications in the area 
where the Brigade last stopped to 
reorganize, all four battalions offe- 
red their services as complete units, 
by unanimous vote. Meetings were 
held, eitlier by companies, or a 
battalion being assembled as a 
whole. It was at first thought that 
the men might demur, as it was 
known that all were exceedingly 
tired. There was no word of pro- 
test : the arguments of the com- 
missars needed no emphasis. Men 
who spoke at the meetings after 
the unit commanders had explai- 
ned the situation rose one after 
the other to corroborate the im- 
portance of the proposal. They 
were eager to speak. 

One said, this was a matter of 
life and death, and life was worth 
any amount of exhaustion. Had 
such work been properly carried 
out before the fascist drive began, 
we would not be camping so far 
qaek. Others reminded of Tcruel 



and showed how it was proved 
there that the fiercest attacks could 
beheld, despite support from heavy 
arms, if the men had the benefit of 
good trenches. Fortifications were 
the best security against panic. 

How can we neglect this work, 
or think of neglecting it, exclai- 
med one man, when we know that 
we are fighting a life struggle for 
the work i ng-c lass of the wl role 
world? For, as a commissar poin- 
ted out, these fortifications which 
had been entrusted to the Bri- 
gade to prepare might prove to 
mean the difference between win- 
ning and losing the war. 

The Commissar of the Anti- 
tanks came running up to the Es- 
tado Mayor. Nobody had even 
asked the Battery to dig ; in fact 
they had been forgotten again. 
But it was a Welshman who cap- 
ped everybody’s enthusiasm. 

* Why not challenge the other 
battalions *, he said, * and make 
a competition out of the matter? ». 
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POPULAR DINING 
HALLS INCREASED 
IN BARCELONA 

Agustin Coma, head of the Res- 
taurant Control Committee (Co- 
mision Interventora) appointed . 
two months ago by Juan Como- 
rera, the Councillor of Economy 
said in an interview that the pur- 
pose of this committee is to reor- 
ganize the restaurants in Barce- 
lona to meet present needs and 
to eliminate irregularities and irri- 
tating inequalities in their func- 
tioning. In accordance with the 
suggestion of Councillor Comorera. 
this is to be done chicly by esta- 
blishing and developing popular 
dining halls. . 

* The Committee, stimulated by 
Councillor Comorera 's interest and 
enthusiasm, has worked in ten - 
lively and speedily. Since figui*^ 
on restaurants were not completer 
the first task oft-he Committee was 
to obtain these statistics. This was 
difficult at first, because the res- 
taurants were slow and reluctant 
in supplying data cf this sort. A 
new regulation, however, prohi- 
biting bread deliveries to restau- 
rants not included in the census, 
had the desired effect. Within a 
few da vs we had in our possession 
complete statistics on restaurants 
in Barcelona. 

« Since it was necessary to pre- 
sent a receipt of tax payments in 
order to be included in the re- 
gistration of restaurants, there 
were a large number of new re- 
gistrations and payments of dues 
in arrears. In reporting the work 
of the Committee, the representa- 
tive of the Council of Finance who 
is serving on the Committee poin- 
ted out this increase in the re- 
ceipts of the Catalan Government. 

« On the basis of the data ac- 
quired. the Committee noted cer- 
tain abuses in bread distribution 
to restaurants. It was obvious 
that a large part of the bread was 
not being served in the restau- 
rants, and a more equable ratio- 
ning was therefore effected. As 
a result of this there has been a 
saving of 8,140 kilos daily in 
bread deliveries to restaurants. 
This reduction aided in a large 
measure in making it possible for 
the General Direction of Supplies 
to increase bread rations for the 
civilian population in Barcelona. 

« When the Committee began 
work, there were ill existence four 
popular dining halls serving an 
average of 5,421 meals daily. Now 
there are eight of these serving an 
average of 22.000 meals daily. The 
Committee is equipping as popu- 
lar dining halls four cinemas si- 
tuated near factories administe- 
red by the Subsecretariat of Ar- 
maments. A tremendous kitchen, 
equipped to serve G.000 meals 
daily, is being installed in one of 
the most central and spacious 
cafds of Barcelona. 

* The jurisdiction of the Com- 
mittee lias been extended to in- 
clude the rest of Catalonia. Po- 
pular dining halls are being ins- 
talled in Manresa, Tarrasa, and 
Sabadell, and plans are being 
drawn up for other manufacturing 
towris in Catalonia. 

* Taking into consideration the 
neighborhood, number of workers 
and employees, and other local 
conditions, restaurants are being 
converted into Economic Dining 
IlalLs <► of two categories : Type A 



and Type B. In the first meals 
will be served at ten pesetas ; in 
the second at five pesetas. Bread 
and dessert are included in the 
price of the meal in both restau- 
rants. 

* The Committee has drawn 
up 14 model menus for each type 
of restaurant which must be fo- 
llowed. Registration is open only 
to those who have proper work 
certificates. Thus only those who 
are doing useful werk in the 
rear, that is, those who have a 
right to do so, will be able to 
utilize the economic dining halls. 

« An order of the Council of 
Economy, dated' 8th of April 



authorizes the Committee to take 
over Tiny restaurants that are ne- 
cessary for this reorganization. 
From the 1st of^May, therefore, 
the principal ^Restaurants will not 
be able to serve an}' one who does 
not have a card from the Com- 
mittee. As registration increases, 
toiler restaurants will be con- 
verted into popular dining halls. 

« Persons from other districts 
(comarcas) who find it necessary 
to move to Barcelona will have 
to explain their stay here and 
present a certificate frem their 
Municipal Council testifying to 
their loyalty to the Republic. 

• « In order to take care of fo- 



reign visitors and official func- 
tions, etc. thb Council of Economy 
has suggested and the Committee 
has arranged that a limited num- 
ber of restaurants continue to 
function as heretofore. These are 
the Brasserie, Gran Hotel, I, a 
Gala, Oro del Rbin, Hostal del 
Sol and Cau Ferrat. > 

« Since these restaurants are 
part of the collectivized restau- 
rant industry (AIG, Agrupamiento 
de la Industria Gastronoinica), 
their earnings can be properly 
controlled and audited by the 
Catalan Government. Fifty per 
.cent of the income of these res- 
taurants is deposited in the Bank 
of Industrial and Commercial Cre- 
dit (Caja de Credito Industrial y 
Comercial). » 




YALE 



IT’S ALL IN THE BEARD 

§ There's a meal of garbanzos i 

| and there's a meal of rice, 

= there's a stain of naranja i 

la * — 

| and there's a couple of lice. = 

= By the beard of the prophet, who said I was skeered | 

of a stinking old dirty and lousy beard? | 

| And what a herolcal setting | 

| for thousands of cTwenty Grands*, | 

1 and, comrades, what an attraction | 

for fondling, feminine hands I | 

| By the beard ol the prophet, I've been endeared | 

1 to gnapas galore by my lousy beard. | 

So let the beardless be beardless, f 

and let the gibers but fret )= 

7- and kling to their anti-marxlstic l 

7 prophet of prophets (iilette. I 

By the beard of the prophet that never was sheared. 

I’ll stick to my dirty old lousy beard. 

I Hank h 

'.i,' , : ■ uiiimmiiiimiiiiiiiiiiimiiiimiihiiiHimimimmmjiiiiiiiiiitiuiiiiimiiiiitiiKtiiiijiiiiiiiiJinitiiMMtH jmi’ihiiiiu. 
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A NEW VOLUNTEER 
JOINS THE BRIGADE 



James Phillips Lardner, the la- 
test addition to the American vo- 
lunteers now fighting iti Spain , is 
94 years old the second of the four 
sons of the late Ring Lardner , fa- 
mous short-story writer and play- 
wright. 

A newspaperman by. profession, 
he quit his typewriter for a rifle 
to fight for Spanish democracy. 

After two and half years at Har- 
vard young Lardner went to 
work on the New York Herald 
Tribune, spending the next three 
years as a reporter and desk-man . 
He was next sent to Paris to work 




on the Paris edition of Herald Tri- 
bune. 

His year in France brought 
Lardner in closer touch nith po- 
litical events and as details of the 
brutal Italian and German imvsion 
of Spain becan\c more and more 
tin folded the “ non-partisan" re- 
porter found himself more and 
more inclined to throw his sympa- 
thies to the loyalist side. A visit to 
Spain followed and as for the rest, 
read his own story why he found 
that joining the International Bri- 
gades was the only way for him 
to follow his convictions.. 

I came to Spain for the first ti- 
me on April i, 1938, when the 
Loyalist army was still retreating 
through Aragon and the reactio- 
nary press of the world was glee- 
fully hailing the action as a death 
blow to the Spanish Republic. I 
came on a vacation from my paper 
to find some means of making 
myself useful in what many outsi- 
ders considered a lost cause. From 
my first day here I knew it was 
a cause that was not and could not 
be lost. Two weeks later I resigned 
my job and joined the Internat- 
ional Brigade. 

What convinced me that Hitler 
and Mussolini could never make 
a fascist colony of Spain were the 
facts that send every visitor away 
a confident partisan: the unshaka- 
ble determination of an army and 



MY SPANISH BROTHER 



I have adopted Comrade Juan 
Peris Martinez as my Spanish 
brother because I feel that all of us 
should have at least one very close 
Spanish friend among the thou- 
sands of our Spanish brothers with 
whom we are fighting everey day. 
Comrade Peris is a type of & 
fellow that anyone would be proud 
to have as a brother. 

Firstly, he is a likable chap, al- 
ways smiling and friendly. He is 
very serious in his work. At the 
present time he is the Cultural 
Delegate of our Battalion. And 
although only a few days in his 
new post he has already organized 
classes in Spanish for the Internat- 
ionals and classes for the Spanish 
comrades to learn reading and 
writing. 

My Spanish brother has a very 
splendid fighting record, especia- 
lly in the ranks of the Mac-Pans. 
He participated in the battles of 
Fuentes, Teruel, Seguro-de- Banos 
and many others. He has been with 
us for over seven months and pre- 
viously was a volunteer in the Mi- 
litia of Madrid in November, 1936. 

My Spanish brother also has a 
fine anti-fascist family. Just now 
his family has had to evacuate 
from Madrid, so to cheer them up 
and I am inclosing my issue of 
tobacco for his father. There are 
also two other brothers in his fa- 
mily, the younger one is still at 
home while the older one is fight- 
ing in the ranks of our glorious 
army of the Republic. 

I believe I shall be able to learn 
much about Spain from my Spa- 
nish brother, to learn the langua- 



ge, and more about the whole Spa- 
nish struggle for freedom. While 
in Spain he will take the place of 
my brother whom I left behind in 
America when I came to Spaii^ I 
have shaken his hand and pledged 
to him that I shall not desert him 
in battle, that myself and all the 
Internationals will remain here and 
with them to see this historic 
struggle to the end with victory 
for Republican Spain. 

Then we shall go home, back tp 
America, to our real brothers — 
full of pride and fond memories 
of our Spanish brothers. 

FRANK ROGERS 

Bon 60 Commissar. 



a civil population working for 
their country and their ideals, and 
the phenomenon of a close and 
willing coperation among all the 
organizations of and for Cue pi op L*. 

If this war had started as a pu- 
rely civil one, probable there 
would be no International Briga- 
de. In fact, there would be no 
occasion for it, since the revolt of 
the army officers and land owners 
would have been stamped out by 
the government in the summer of 
1936. It is precisely because the 
uprising was planned, fomented 
and materially assisted by German 
and Italian fascists in all countries 
of the world, . 

The Spaniards of the People's 
Army will continue, the right to a 
free existence in a free count rv. 
The Internationals have even more 
to fight for : world peace. They 
know that the success of fascist 
imperialism in Spain would not 
only bring the world war nearer 
but would greatly increase the 
strength of the fascists when it 
conies. The longer the world de- 
lays in blocking the path of fas- 
cist aggression the more difficult 
in wilL be. Here in Spain the lines 
are drawn and the condition are 
favorable for striking a punishing 
blow, by depriving Germany and 
Italy of peeded resources and doing 
serious damage to their prestige. 
It would clearly be folly . to pass 
up the chance. 

I have complete con fidence in 
the eventual victory of the Spa- 
nish people and of the anti-fas- 
cists. Today it looks like a long, 
hard battle, but any change in the 
international situation may give 
the impetus for a swift conclus- 
ion. As I write, the United States 
Government Tis considering the 
righting of one of its greatest 
wrongs by lifting the embargo on 
arms for Spain. I hope that by 
the time this is read it will have 
tom tlrs black page from itsrecord. 

It seems rarther unnecessary 
for me to set down my reasons 
for entering the International Bri- 
gade. The cause is so plainly a 
worthy one that the question which 
the young men of the world should 
be putting to themselves is what 
justification they have for staying 
out of the struggle. Some of my 
friends are absolue pacifists and 
I find it ea&v to simpathize with 
their point of view. But the situat- 
ion today boils down to this : Fas- 
cism must be removed from the 
world for the good of all ; the only 
Way fascism can be removed is by 
to fight fascism. 



He Was Small 
But he Wouldn't 
Be Left Out 

Harry is one of the Brigade's 
midgets, as slight in build as he 
is small in stature. Even Spanish 
trousers hang over his heels. He 
was wounded at Brunete, and after 
that he was kept at Benicasim to 
pursue his old profession of cut- 
ting hair. 

When the fascists threw the 
full weight of their foreign artille- 
ry, aviation, technical knowledge 
and desperation all together at the 
Republican troops in Aragon, blas- 
ting our soldiers out of the earth 
and creating a crisis, Benicasim 
called a meeting. Harry attended. 
The position was explained, sim- 
ply but without any attempt to 
hide the seriousness of the posi- 
tion. Before the meeting broke up, 
those present sang the * Interna- 
tional ». Harry never heard it sung 
with such feeling. 

He went round to the military 
authorities. 

* I believe you have a list, * he 
said, • of those who happen to be 
here without good reason, and 
that you are going to send these 
men nack. * 

He was told that this was the 
case. 

« I believe my name has no 
reason to be on that list? > 

* Certainly not. * 

« And therefore I shall not be 
sent back? » 

* No ». 

* Well, I went to go back just 
the same. * 

Harry rejoined his old unit at 
Caspe and hasenlivened it with his 
cheerful pres ence ever since. ■ 

MILES 
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”A TRIM PLEASE” 
"Thame un recoil ao" 




U. G. T. - C. N. T. DELEGATION during its May Day visit at Brigade. On the left the delegation Is seen strolling 
down the road accompanied by some of our Staff on their wa'y to the Battalions. In the next picture Khe Lincoln 
Washington Battalion is shown on the parade field white Delegates look on. Next Is seen (Page 7, left) Comrade 
Salvadp (center, hatJess) Chairman of the Delegation and member of the Central Body of the Barcelona U: G. T. 
Federation, assuring the troops that the unity between the U. G. T. and. C. N. T. is growing firmer every day. 
To the extreme right is the photo of the entire Delegation and Brigade members. 
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RIO ROJO 

i Largo coal larga serplente § 

| separamflo a dos Espafiaa | 

| (roja y negra) lentamente, | 

| dlscurrc ef Ebro. I 

§ Entre cafias I 

| su agua de plata ; su cleno, § 

| su murmullo — j cdrao cantan 1 — | 

| En las noches elarllunas ; | 

| bajo sus puentes, las olas | 

| sc .vuelven rojas, como rojasa mapolas. | 

| Su murmullo, — j c6mo caata, § 

| cantos rojos eual su Espafia! | 

| I El cleno volvldse fuego I | 

| I Las orlllas, bras a pural § 

| I De sangre es su naclmlento 

= lleno de luz y hermosura 1 l 

= j Rio Rojo como Espafia, § 

| qulen intente atravesarte ; I 

| pasar por entre tus cafias, k 

| 1 pilnselo 1 que luego es tarde! | 

| I Piense blen pasar tus aguas! f 

§ I Piense que en Espafia Roja, 

| no se admfte a quien, { cobarde I 

f y hoy, — clnico — , la deshonra. e 

= — I Que te pasen, rio Ebrol f 

| — I Que lntenten atravesarte 1 

| para conqulstar mis suelo ii 

| de la Espafia Ifbre y grande I i 

| que en vez de discurrlr agua f 

| por tu hermoso y noble cauce, f 

| dlscurririn a raudales, I 

| a borbotones, cleno y sangre! | 

1 1 Que* pasen, que en tu mitad f 

| quedarin 1 | 

| Perros, cobardes jj 

§ Rio Ebro, rio Rojo. | 

| Algdn dla llegari | 

| que no asome a tus orillas | 

| mis que la Espafia leal. f 

[ ARTURO RODRIGUEZ f 

TiitiiniiimiiiiiiiMMtimiiiiiiiimititiiMMiiiiMMiiiiNiiiiiiiiiiimimiMMiiumiitiiiiMiiiMtiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiiiiNiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiNiiiiiiiiiiiiiimmiT 
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MADRID LAWYERS BACK 
GOVERNMENT’S 13 POINTS 



Ml HERMANO ESPANOL 



At a meeting held by the men 
of law of Madnd in the Palace of 
Justice, * which, was attended by 
all the local judges and -by many 
civil and military authorities,* % 
firm stand was taken on the side 
of the Republican Government and 
the rescent Thirteen Point De- 
claration. 

Sr. Zublllaga, the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Court, delivered an 
interesting speech and referred to 
the aims for which the Republic 
is fighting and of its program in 
meeting- the invasion. 

Referring to the text of the 
Thirteen Point Declaration, seflor 
Zublllaga said : 

♦ This is the voice of the Go- 
vernment- We, men of law, must 
at all times obey and place oursel- 
ves at the side of La wand* Jus- 



tice. I ask you to stand for, one 
minute of silence in memory of 
those who have fallen in the fight 
and in honor of our brothers who 
are wetting the soil of Spain with 
their blood. * 

When the minute of silence had 
passed Sr. Zublllaga gave three 
cheers which were taken ujp by 
all those persent, to Spain, the 
Republic and the People's Army. 




He adoptadb al camarada ' Juan 
Peris Martinet como hi hermano 
espanol, porque siento que todos 
debemos tener a lo menos a un may 
conocido amigo .espanol, entre los 
miles de nuestros hermanos espa- 
noles, con los cuales estamos lu- 
chando cada dia. El camarada Pe- 
ris es un tipo de un “chic" que 
cualquier persona se sentiria orgu- 
llosa de tenerle como hermano. 

Primeramente, es un chico ex- 
tranable, siempre sonriente y amis- 
toso. Es muy serio en su trabajo. 
Actualmente es Delegado de Cul- 
lura de nuestro Batallon, y, a pe- 
sar de haber tornado su cargo hace 
pocos dias, ha organizado ya da- 
ses de espanol para los Interna- 
cionales, y las mismas para escri- 
bir y leer para los espanoles. 

Mi hermano espanol tiene un 




LA DELEG A CION' DE LA U. G. T. - C. N. T. visits la Brfgada el Prlmero de Mayo. En la fzquierda se ve a la delega- 
tibfl camlnando por la earretera acompafiada poraigunos Camaradas del Estado Mayor camlno a los Batallones^ En la 
prdxlma foto aparece el BatalJdn Llneoln-Washlngton desfllando ante la delegacMn. En la prdxlma te ve (a la Izquler- 
da de la pAgltia 7) al camarada Salvadd (al centro, sin sombrero) responsable deladelegacldn y mlembro cel Comity 
Central de la Federacldn Local de la U. G. T. de Barcelona, asegurindole a las tropas que la unldad entre la C. N. T. y 
U. G. T. crece mAs fir me cada dfa. Al extremo derecho es la foto de toda la delegation v mJembrn* de la Brlgada. 



esplendido record de combate, es- 
pecialmente en las filas de los 
Mac. Paps. Participo en las bata- 
llas de Puentes,' Teruel, Seguro de 
Bano, y muchas otras. Ha estado 
con nosotros mas de siete meses., 
y anteriormente, en noviembre 
de 1936, era un voluntario en 
las miheias de Madrid. 

Tambien mi hermano espanol 
tiene una tamilia, consistiendo en 
finoc antifascistas. A este tiempo, 
su familia ha tenido que evacuar- 
se de Madrid, por consiguiente, pa- 
ra alegrarse y conocerme con ellos, 
hemos decidido escribir una car- 
ta juntos, y yo estoy remitiendo 
juntamente mi suministro de taba- 
co. para su padre. Tiene tambien 
dos hermanos. el menor aun esta 
en casa, mientraS el mayor esta 1u- 
chando en las fi[as del Ejercito de 
la Republica. 

Creo que podre aprender mucho 
acerca de Espana de mi hermano 
espanol ; aprender la lengua, y mas, 
de la lucha espanola por la libev- 
tad. En Espana se sentara en el 
puesto de mi hermano que yo deje 
en los Estados Unidos, cuan- 
do vine a Espana. He empunado 
su mano v se le comprometio que 
no saldre solo en batalla. que yo 
v todos los Intcrnacionales queda- 
remos aqui, y con todos los espa- 
noles en esta lucha historica. al fin 
con victoria para Espana rcpublt- 
cana. 

Desde luego, regresar-emos a ca- 
sa, a America, a nuestros herma- 
nos verdaderos. llenos de orgullo 
v memorias queridas de nuestros 
hermanos espanoles. 

FRANK ROGERS, 
Comisario del Pa tall on mini. Go. 
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AFTER TH 
A UNIT 

While taking what chance they 
could to rest after the fascist push 
had been halted, the men of the 
Ilrigade, tired as they were, were 
not blind to the fact that an even 
greater effort might be demanded 
of them in the near future. At this 
critical stage of the war. the one 
thing the future would not bring 
for some time to come was leisure. 

To prepare for whatever it might 
bring, the units held meetings. 
Their object was to clarify the 
position and outline the tasks of 
all. 

A company had met in the gully 
where it was quartered. Men spoke 
dispassionately, concerned with 
practical and political duties ra- 
ther than speculation. Never-the 
less, when the leader, a young ne- 
gro, announced that according to 
an official statement 200 new 
avions had been added to the 
Government's air fleet, the men 
were dearly skeptical. Having felt 
the force of the fascist air strength, 
they took a lot of convincing to 
believe in our own. 



E ACTION 
MEETS 

uiscussioii was opened A com- 
rade had a point to raise He had 
heard a soldier, after receiving an 
order from a senior officer, state 
liis intention to disobey it. He 
wanted to know if this sort of 
thing was still possible in the Re- 
publican Army, and if so, how 
it could expect to plan a single 
operation let alone win a war. 

The leader asked for the offen- 
der’s' name. There was silence for 
a moment. Someone else spoke up. 

<■ Myself ». 

The leader asked him if the 
charge was right, and if so, what 
lie had to say. 

<■ I considered the order inco- 
rrect », said the comrade. * Whe- 
ther it was or not doesn’t concern 
this meeting. The point was that 
I said I wouldn't obey it, and 
on a matter of military principle I 
was wrong. * 

So far as the meeting was con- 
cerned, the point was settled by 
the comrade’s obvious sincerity. 



Campo de instruccion y recuperadbn 

de la 35.* Divisibn 



C011 represent ac ion del Frente 
Popular del Campo de Instruccion 
de la 45. 4 Division y Agrupacion 
de Muchachas Antifascistas de 
Reus, se hizo entrega de un ban- 
derfn donado por esta a los comba- 
tientes de la 35 .* Division. 

Un acto sencillo, pero de gran 
emocion, celebrado ante todas las 
fuerzas existentes de dicho campo, 
compuestas en su mayoria por 
nuevos soldados del 49 , los cuales 
escucharon con grail iutercs los 
discursos prrnumciados por alguna 
representHcion. 

Han intervenido el represcu- 
tante !del Frente Popular, la Res- 
>onsable de las Muchachas Anti- 
ascistas de Reus, el Jefc Milttar 
del Campo de Instruccion, el Co- 
misario del misiuo, el Comisario 
de la Division y cl Comisario de 
los Campos de las dos Diyision.es. 
Tod os coincidieroii en la gravedad 
de la situaciou, pero haciendo com- 
prciider que precisainentc en estos 
graves moineiitos es cuando debe- 
1110s revestirnos de la maxima cou- 



'fianza en nuestra victoria, en nues- 
tro Gobiemo y en el apovo de todos 
los trabajadores del Mundo. 

Despu^s de este acto, todas las 
representaciones fueron invitadas 
a comer, en la medida que las ac- 
tuates circunstancias permiten. 

En la tarde se celebro una fiesta 
de fraternizacibn entre las mucha- 
chas y los combatientes dc la antes 
citada Divisibn. 

Todos estos actos fueron aine- 
nizados por la Banda de nuisica 
de la Brigada Garibaldi *, la cual 
110s demostro. por la forma en que 
ejecutaba sus obras, estar com- 
puesta por verdadoros arfistas, los 
cuales fueron aplaudidisi 1110s en 
todo liiomonto. 

Deseanios que estos actos se 1 
intensifiquen, pues demuestran el 
eiitusiasmo y la colaboracibn do 
vanguard i a v retaguardia para ir 
fofcjando eii mutuo abrazo la pro- 
ximu victoria final. 



CROPS BET 1 ER IN LOYAL 
THAN IN FASCIST SPAIN 



The Subsecretary of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Sr. Vbzquez Hu- 
masque, an expert in agricultural 
problems and especially in the cul- 
tivation of grain, recently made 
the following statement : 

* The long drought affects agri- 
cultural conditions in the unir- 
rigated land in our hands and that 
held by the fascists. There has 
been no rain on the peninsula this 
winter, and prospects for the cul- 
tivation of alternative crops are 
not promising. Nevertheless, while 
this has been a very bad year for 
crops, conditions are much better 
in the part of the country which 
we hold than in that which is in 
the power of the foreign invader. 
The reason for tliis is the human 
factor : in this case the peasant, 
who is entirely identified with the 
Covernnitnt of the Republic. 

(' I am told that farmers in Cas- 
tilla la Vieja, anticipating that 
there will be little or nothing to 
harvest, refuse to sell their wheat 
and chick peas. Here the opposite 
is true ; the farmers in the inte- 
rior provinces turn over all their 
produce without reserve to the 
Government when it is requested. 
The parts of the provinces of Gra- 
nada and Badajcz which are in 
our hands, are grain-producing ; 
nevertheless they have no grain 
liecause they delivered it to the 
Army and to neighboring provin- 
ces which needed it. and we now 
have, to semi grain to Baza and to 
Castuera. Thus we also send grain 
to Jaen. Ciudad Real, and Alba-, 
cete. The peasants have pooled 



their crops throughout the coun- 
try with the unselfishness which 
cannot be praised sufficiently. 

* This is also reflected in their 
work. They have fower working 
animals, and lack the forces that 
have gone into the Army. 

But they have planted as much 
as they could. They have planted 
much grain and winter legumes ; 
something less (5 %) whfeat; about 
(i % more rye (which is quite sui- 
table for war bread) ; and almost 
2 °„ more barley. It will be pos- 
sible to harvest these crops if 
there is rain soon, backing water 
however, the crops will be weeded. 

<■ The wcik the Spanish peasants 
are doing indicates their loyalty. 
They are now fanning individually 
and in collectives which, after a 
year of hesitation and mistakes 
arising from inexperience, are now 
strengthened and consolidated, and 
guarantee an agrarian economy 
closely connected with, the econo- 
my cf production . The Ministry 
has worked constantly with the 
peasants in order, to increase and 
improve production. Some day it 
will be possible to relate in detail 
what lias been accomplished as a 
result of the splendid cooperation 
of the Government and the pea- 
sants. 

<■ In the moist laud of the Ia- 
vante (the Eastern Coast) the po- 
tato crop will be larger this year 
in spite of transport difficulties 
and lack of material, seed, and 
fertilizer, for 15,225 hectares of 
land have been planted.* 




SANCHEZ 
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:ATSI FOOD! GRUB! 

Comrades All : 

The above titles to this letter, 
whichever you care to use, « Eats, 
Food or Grub », for each one carries 
the same meaning, and each one 
has the same magnetic attraction 
for every soldier. I wonder if everv 
soldier, realizes the tremendous im- 
portance of Food, particularly in 
time of war, the many difficulties 
and uncertainities of obtaining it, 
also the inadequate facilities and 
shortage of cooks competent to 
prepare food for large numbers. 

Our Spanish comrades are not 
accustomed to the organization 
necessary for the preparation of 
food on such a large scale as re- 
quired by a war. The necessary 
facilities don’t exist, as they do 
in the U. S. A., in England and 
other large countries where we 
find up to date stoves, ovens, steam 
boilers, etc. Consequently we have 
to resort to the old fashioned me- 
thods of log fires and boilers, which 
call for a High degree of initia- 
tive and ability. 

We prepare a meal, not a ban- 
quet or a selection of dishes. 




CONCERT at the front 
CONCIERTO en el frente 




Though the meal is not all we 
would like it td be, with the help 
of the kitchen staff, we do our 
best. We try to make it as eatable, 
and palatable to the -different 
tastes which is inevitable among 
an international body of men. 

To add to difficulties are usually 
the problem of water for drinking 
and cooking purposes, and dry 
wood for fuel, very essential to 
the kitchen, is hard to get a hold 
of. I have stated a few of the 
cook-house difficulties, not for the 
sake of beafing, but to show that 
everything is not always rosy 
for us. 

It has been a great pleasure to 
all associated with the Comedor 
to hear the gratifying remarks and 
compliments from the many com- 
rades regarding the quality of the 
food lately. Without the generous 
cooperation of the whole satff, my 
work would be useless. Therfore, 
on behalf of tlic entire Comedor 
staff I accept the compliments 
and thank the comrades in all 
companies ; but I should like to 
add that a cook’s greatest reward 
is a clean plate. 

Before closing, I want to recall 
an old saying among the women 
of England and which is probably 
said by the women of most coun- 
tries, *The easiest way to a man’s 
heart is through his stomach *. 
But we are not women at the 
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Comedor, not even sissies. We're 
men, soldiers, like yourselves. 
We’re here for exactly the same 
reason, the defeat of fascism. And 
we’re not after your heart, but 
through your bellies' w T e hope to 
get at the heart of Franco and 
destroy it along with the rest of 
the slush of fascism. 

Our aim is to continue filling 
your stomach to the best of our 
ability and to try to maintain 
that happy air that exists at pre- 
sent regarding the food. In doing 
this we know that we are contri- 
buting in no small way to the 
maintaining of strong morale among 
our soldiers, and such soldiers 
know no defeat. 

Salud, 

MAX 1 K 

(Win. Mcknight) Coeina Res- 
ponsable. 



Coordination of the Popular Democratic 
Forces and Aid to Public Authority 



The National Committee of the 
People's Front has addressed the 
following circular to its Provin- 
cials Committees : 

« Esteemed citizens : At the 

outbreak of the uprising in July 
T936 the people found it neces- 
sary to improvise committees of 
the People's Front which confu- 
sedly fulfilled an executive mis- 
sion which History will judge in 
its true values. Now that a state 
of normal existence of the Consti- 
tutional organs of the Executive 
Power, has been restablished, the 
organs of the People's Front, 
should not, under any Pretext, 
tend to convert themselves into 
executive organs undertaking gu- 
bernamental functions. Their mi- 
ssion is to coordinate the popular 
democratic forces and to aid Pu- 
blic Authority creating a neces- 
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sary path of cordiality which will 
avoid descrepaneies and result, 
instead, in the will of everyone 
being placed at the service of the 
Spanish political and social pro- 
gress. 

* Therefore, on resuming its work 
the National Committee addresses 
all existing organs of the People’s 
Front in order to comunicate to 
them that they must conform in 
their orientation and functions 
with the following standards : 

« First. The Spanish Popular 
Front ratifies original aim of achie- 
ving the democratic revoliutiou 
within the legal standards set 
forth by the Constitution of the 
Republic. 

« Second. The mission of the 
‘ People is Front is to coordinate, 
through free agreement, the ac- 
tivities of the parties and trade 
union organizations of which it 
is composed in support of the 
legitimate Government of the Re- 
public, to whose command and 
nnFlinriFir H tilll'i ini + >S ill fill lliat- 




COMRADES of the instruction base 
CAMARA DAS de la base de Instruccidn 



ters. 

« Third. The Provincial district, 
and local Committees will orga- 
nize or reorganize themselves in 
a form similar to that of the Na- 
tional Committee and under its 
control must adjust themselves to 
its orders. 

« Fourth. The existence of Peo- 
ple’s Front Committees in unau- 
thorized in places of work or wi- 
thin the armed forces. 

« Fifitli. The National Com- 
mittee of People is Front is com- 
posed as follows : Reft Republi- 
can Party, Republican Fiiion Party, 
Spanish Workers Socialist Party, 
Spanish Communist Party, General 
Workers Union (UGT), National 
Confederation of Eabour (CNT) and 
the Il>erian Anarchist Federation 
( FA I ) . Each of these parties 
organizations lias two active and 
two supplementary representati- 
ves 011 the National Committee. ■> 
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Al Senor Presidents del Consejo de Ministros 
y Ministro de Defensa Nacional 
Doctor JUAN NEGRIN 



Los heridos intemacionales que 
marchamos al extranjero, nos di- 
rigimos a S. E. para agradecerle 
las atenciones recibidas por parte 
del Gobiemo, el cual nos ha per- 
mitido pasar los liltimos dlas de 
nuestra permanencia en el suelo 
espanol, en condiciones tales y en 
lugares tan hermosos, que obliga 
a nuestro m&s sincero agradeci- 
miento. 

Rogainos a S. E. trasmita a, 
nuestros camaradas que est&ii en 
el frente, nuestro saludo emocio- 
nado y la seguridad de que siem- 
pre, con nuestro pensamiento, es- 
tamos al lado de ellos, an i mad os 
del mlsmo espfritu que a ellos 
anima. 

Al partir al extranjero, quere- 
mos asegurar a S. E., al Gobiemo 
de la Repdblica y a nuestros her- 
manos de los frentes, que nosotros, 
mafiana, como ayer y como hoy 
hemos de continuar unidos,. sin 
distincion de ideologlas ni tenden- 
cias politicos, como lo eStuvimos 
en los frentes, convencidos de que 
la unidad de todos los antifascis- 
tas es la garantfa de nuestra vic- 
toria sobre la barbarie fascista y 
la invasion extranjera en Espana. 

Queremos asegurarle tambten, 
que asf como ayer hemos comba- 
tido con el fusil en la mano contra 
el fascismo invasor, en el extran- 
jero hemos de poner nuestra pa- 
labra y nuestra pluma al servicio 
de la Causa de Espana y de la 
Republics para contra rrestar la 
campaha abominable de calum- 
liias que lanzan los fascistas con- 



tra el pueblo espanol y su Gobiemo 
legitimo. El fascismo pudo haber 
destrozado nuestros cuerpos, pero 
nuestro corazdn y nuestros senti- 
mientos no los pudo pniquilar y 
estos est&n siempre al servicio del 
pueblo espanol y de la Republica, 
seguros mds que nunca de su vic- 
toria sobre las fuerzas del fascismo 
asesino e invasor. 

Viva la Republica Espanola . 

Viva el Gobiemo de unidu na- 
cional . 

Viva la victoria de nuestro glo- 
rioso Ej^rcito Popular . 

Eh el tren haci a Port-Bou, el 
dia 12 de mayo de iqs8. 
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Prisoners to be 
Put to Work 

The Ministry of Justice is at 
present working out a plan by 
which prisioners will be put to 
work Jon roads, railways and for- 
tifications. A large number are 
already employed on works of this 
kind. Eight thousand have been 
working for some month past on 
the railway from T arancon to 
Madrid. 



( AL GRUPO DE COMBATIENTES CHINOS DE LAS I 
BRIGADAS INTERNACIONALES EN ESPANA 

| El Frente Unico Nacional de Hankeu, China, ha rcmiiido | 

1 al Grupo de combatientes chinos , por el intermediario de su re- ^ 
| presentanle , camarada LING CHING SIN, una bander a, des - § 

| tinada a todos los rhinos combatientes en las Byigadus Interna- f 

| donates, por la Lib. r tad de Esparia, que simboliza la lucha f 
| ipica y comun que sostiene'n los Pueblos china y espanol contra § 

| el fascismo inter nacional, para la paz y la liber tad del mundo. | 

| De los teatros de la guerra, al Este y al Oeste, separados | 

I entre ellos por mlllares de k!16metros, depende la suerte de la § 

§ cultura y del progreso de toda la Humanldad. | 

§ Aquf como alii, ponemos en juego todos los esfuerzos para | 

e derrotar a los b&rbaros Invasores. e 

\ Lo que queremos e Intentamos es conqulstar la Democracla. | 

I Vosotros babuls cafdo heridos y muertos por la causa sa- | 

I_ grada del gran Pueblo Espafiol. f 

§ La sangre vertida por vosotros se ha transformado en brl- | 

| jlante luz roja de la Llbertad. | 

I Las noticlas que nos llegan sobre vuestras heroicas luchas § 

e nos Henan los corazones de jovial entusiasmo, como los rayos | 

| del sol durante los dfas invernales. § 

| jVuestra victoria allA, es tamblAn nuestra victoria aquf I J 

| j Camaradas! [Estad tranquilos! Los deberes y obllgaclo- 1 

| nes de vuestra patria descansan sobre nuestras espaldas. | 

| jAdelante por nuevas victorias! [Hasta la derrota total | 

| del fascismo y el advenimiento del relno del Pueblo! § 

| Entonces la patria de 400 millones de hombres os esperarA | 

| para saludaros «n su seno. | 

§ jAh! ^Es tan necesaria la patria? Contemplad el cielo f 

| azul, el Inmenso techo sobre nuestras cabezas, cercando con | 

| sus estrellas la inmensidad del suelo bajo nuestros pies. | 

| {La Humanldad esti compuesta de hermanos y hermanas! § 

| [El Unlverso entero es nuestra patria! I 

I EL FRENTE UNICO NACIONAL ANTIJAPONES DE CHINA* I 

| Hankeu, 1 de marzo de 1938. § 



^Se repite o no se 

Por German HernAndez Antdn 

“Roma no paga traidores”, les 
tue respuesto con sequedad a los 
que extendiendo el brazo se pre- 
sentaban ante los Pro-Consules 
Romanos a percibir .el premio de 
su traicion, despues de haber ase- 
sinado a'Viriato. 

Mussolini, que sc ha propuesto 
resucitar a todo el grande Imperio 
Romano, como eniulo ridiculo de 
Jul io Cesar solo ha conseguido 
aprender y ensenar a extender el 
brazo. 

Los gene rales espanoles (que es- 
panoles son, aunque no queramos) 
— que al parecer desconocen ila 
Historia, pues de otra forma su 
traicion no se explica — han reno- 
vado la traicion, vendiendo a Es- 
pana, apunalando al pueblo espa- 
nol. ■ Que verguenza ! ; Que irri- 
sion ! ; Que asco ! j y todo esto ex- 
tendiendo el brazo ! 

Fue en aquella epoca, la prime- 
ra vez que Espana fue ocupada 
con miras netamente imperial is- 
tas; v tambien fue entonces cuan- 
do el pueblo hispano demostro su 
rebeldia y el odio que siente hacia 
el que intente dominarlo. 

A pesar de los dos mil anos 
transcurridos, la guerra actual 
presenta las mismas caracteristi- 
cas: entonces el Ejercito de ocu- 
pacion estaba compuesto por gene- 
rales pro-consules y mercenaries ; 
los que ahora pisan y hollan nues- 
tra Patria son soldados del mismo 
linaje y traen por jefes los mis- 
mos vasallos. iQue espanol^kio ha 
oido hablar de los italianos legio- 
parios del Conde Rossi v del gene- 
ral Bergonzoli: unos y otros vi- 
nicron a Espana con !a ingenua 
mision someter a nuestro pue- 
blo. 

Frente a los primeros hubo un 
Viriato v un pueblo que lo seguia. 
con el cual no pudieron los roma- 
nos. Tambien hubo una ciudad 
que c e Ilamo Numancia, cuya his- 
toria no hay espanol que no co- 
nozca. Frente a estos otros, en 
Espana actualmente hay muchos 
Viriatos, cuyas hazanas a diario 
se repiten, v un pueblo mas nume- 
roso e igual de decidido, y una ciu- 
dad que no se encuentra encua- 
drada entre el Duero y cl Mer- 
chando, sino entre el Mcditerra- 
neo v el Atlantico. 

Entonces se vencieron a varios 
yenerales, ahora son lluvias de 



repite la Historia? 

Comandants del 59 Batalldn 

arena* en Libia lo que produce 
nuestros triunfos sobre los italia- 
nos, ;,y no creo que en lo sucesivo 
. falte miel en la Alcarria ?, y i fe- 
ndmenos de esta naturaleza en Li- 
bia ? Tampoco entonces faltaron 
romanos que, victimas del regimqp 
despotico que los perseguia en su 
pais, se pusieran al lado de los es- 
panoles, para, juntos, luchar con- 
tra el enemigo comun. Aquellos los 
podriamos llamar los garibaldinos 
de la epoca. [Como se repite la 
Historia 1 Pero hay algo que no se 
repetira, que no se puede repetir, 
i y es eso la dominacion romana ! 
I En esto si que no se repite la His- 
toria ! Y( es que por razones na- 
turales, con los caudillos sucede 
lo que con los reptiles antedilu- 
vianos, que de ellos solo se en- 
cuentra algun hueso de la colum- 
na vertebral y algun colmillo en 
los museos, y asi como de los cau- 
dillos solo se encuei^tran las ar- 
mas, los escudos y alguna escul- 
tura. conservados precisamente en 
los mismos edificios, claro que sso 
no impide que actualmente se en- 
cuentre alguna que otra lagartija, 
que por eso no deja de ser reptil 
de sangre fria y que se dedica 
unica y exclusivamente a cazar 
moscas no se si la compa radon es 
justa, si comparo a Franco y Mus- 
solini con Julio Cesar y Marco 
Antonio, y una legarti ja ; cot 
aquellos fantasticos- reptiles, a pe- 
sar de que unos venzan a los etio- 
pes y los otros cacen moscas; por 
jo demas, en todos los aspectos 
creo que la Historia se repite. 

; No creo que tengamos que es- 
perar mucho tiempo para que al 
recitar el verso que dice : 

il Numancia, 

Horror de Roma fementida, 
mds quiso ser quemada, 
qne veneidaP 
Padamos decir: 

“Espatta, 

horror de Roma remenlida, 
ha sida bombardcada, 
pero no venetda” 

Y para que Mussolini responds 
a Franco y su “pandilla”, cuando 
perseguidos por el pueblo espanol, 
triunfante. como diminutos repti- 
les ponzonosos vayan lloriquean- 
do y extendiendo el brazo a sol i- 
citar caridad de sus amos: /Roma 
no paga traidores!!! 




CHINESE COMRADES who are presently In a hospital and are being treated for 
wounds received while fighting on the different fronts. Left to right: Ling Chlng Shi t 

Lluo Wa Fon y Chan Chi. 

He aqui, entro otroe, algunos camaradas chinos reunidoe en un hospital dondt esttn 
en tratam lento, h *blendo sido her i dos en los dtferentes frentea. 
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MAY DAY CONTEST RESULTS 

The following are the results of the May Day morning 
contests held In the Lincoln-Washlngton Battalion In Rifle, 
Granade Throwing, Infiltration and the 100 meter Dash. 

Awards were presented to the winners in the afternoon of 
the same day by Battalion Commander Wolff as part of the 
field performance In the presence of Lt.-Col. Coplc and the 
U. G. T.-C. N. T. workers Delegation from Barcelona. 

Lo sigulente son los resultados de las competenclas del Prl- 
tnero de Mayo reallzadas por el Batalldn Lin coin- Washington 
en Rifle, Lanzamlento de Granadas, Inflltracldn y carreras de 
den metros. 

Los premios fueron dados a los ganadores en la misma 
tarde del ndsmo dia por el Comandante del Batalldn Wolff as( 
como parte del programa de esa tarde, slendo presendado por 
el Tenlente-Coronel Coplo y la delegacldn de trabajadores de la 
U. G. T. / de la C. N. T. de Barcelona. 

RIFLE. — Primers Compafifa, Primer premlo, 13 puntos. 

Tercera Compafifa, Segundo premlo, 12 puntos. 

Segunda Compafifa, Tercer premlo, 8 puntos. 

GRANADAS. — Joaquin Vicente Garda, 2nd Co.-enlacc, 
Primer premlo. 

Jost Giran Tarl, 3>, 3.* Seccl6n» Segundo premlo. 

Jost To rente Pastor, l. 1 Co., 2,* seccidn, Tercer premlo. 

INFILTRACION. Primers etapa Pablo Fortis, 2.* Co., 

l.».Setcl6n, Primer premio. 

Enrico Colt, 1> Co., 2.‘ seccldn, Segundo premlo. 

Manuel Rodriguez, l. 1 Co., enlace, Tercer Premlo. 

Segunda etapa. — Augustin Garcia Ptrez, 3.‘ Co., 2.* sec- 
cidn, Primer premlo. 

Juan Torres Sfcnchez, 2,* Co., 2.» seecidn, Segundo premio. 

Vicente Robles, 2.* Co., I. 1 seccldn, Tercer premlo. 

100 metres de carrtra. — Juan Perez* Jain, 2.» Co., enlace, 
Primer premio. 

Augustin Garda Ptrez, 3.» Co., 2.* seccldn, Segundo premio. 

Premio especial fud donado a la Primers Compafifa para 
el Periddico Mural. 
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TEXTILE WORKERS 
OF CATALONIA 



The textile industry is one of 
the most important in our country, 
especially in Catatonia. 

Comrade Vidal Rossel has for 
many years been in charge of the 
Textile Workers organization. He 
is thoroughly conversant with its 
history and problems, and for this 
reason ft Vanguardia * estimated 
tjiat his opinion, should be amo 
the first of an intended series o 
interviews regarding the activities 
of the trade unions. 

«The Federation was constitu- 
ted on February 5, 1927. The wor- 
kers in the Textile Industry led 
a miserable existence. They were 
subjected to a worse exploita- 
tion than the other workers. They 
were paid meagre wages und made 
to work long hours. They could 
only defend themselves by orga- 
nization. We convoked a congress 
of some small trade unions and 
formed the Textile Federation. 

« Propaganda in favor of the 
Federation was made extremely 
difficult at the time under the 
dictatorship of Prinio de Rivera. 
Nevertheless our organization grew 
and today it has 302 branches, 
with 95,000 paying members. Ta- 
king into consideration those who 
are not at present working in this 
industry, it represents a total mem- 
bership of 150,000. 

* As a result of the military re- 
bellion we lost 49 branches in the 
rebel zone with a total of 4,797 
members but in the loyalist zone 
we have gained 60,000 paying 
members. 

At the outbreak of the rebel- 
lion a great majority of the mills 
were abandoned by their owners 



and the workers had to take over 
the mills and keep them running. 
At the beginning the mills were 
managed by * Factory Commiittees 
and at the present th y are ope- 
rating under the collectivization 
decree of the Generalitat, by which 
the large factories are collectivized, 
and the small ones continue un- 
der private ownership, but are 
managed in conjunction with the 
workers. 

ft The scale of wages is as fo- 
llows in Catalonia, and for the rest 
of Spain about 26 % less : 

Technical experts, 900 to 1,200 
pesetas monthly. 

Executives from 600 to 900 pe- 
setas per month. 

Workers 150 pesetas for week. 

Women 100 to 125 per week. 

Apprentices 65 to 75 pesetas 
per week. 

« Not all the mills are working 
full time at the present owing to 
difficulties of obtaining raw ma- 
terials, but those engaged in war 
production and those which pro- 
duce for export, are working full 
time *. 




END NON-INTERVENTION, DEMANDS 
DEL VAYO AS LEAGUE MEETS 



(Continued from page 1) 



DELEGACfON de juventudes 



put before you very simply, in all 
loyalty and in a calm and confi- 
dent spirit of collaboration the 
following question. If the chain of 
thought which I have placed be- 
fore you is as I believe, sound and 
logical, how can the non-interven- 
tion agreement be allowed to re- 
main in force without committing 
the greatest sin, the greatest poli- 
tical mistake and the greatest of- 
fense against logic First there is 
the moral aspect. There is the evi- 
dence which no person with any 
sense of responsibility can deny 
that the only effect of non-inter- 
vention has been to raise well- 
nighinsurnioun table obstacles and 
difficulties before the Government 
of the Republic. It prevents the 
Government and the Spanish peo- 
ple from obtaining the war mate- 
rials which they require to defend 
the two most sacred national cau- 
ses of all peoples ; their indepen- 
dence and their liberal and demo- 
cratic political institutions which 
they freely gave themselves. It 
will be difficult to find in history 
an injustice so brutal and fla- 
grant. To this injustice is added a 
political, mistake, for the world 
must see clearlythat non-interven- 
tion is producing a curious and 
startling effect ; it makes it pos- 
sible for two European countries, 
whose mountain military strength 
combined with the aggressive cha- 
racteristic of their political regime 
undoubtedly constitute the chief 
menace to the peace of Europe to 
achieve with the minimum of ef- 
fort and expense an undertaking 
which, should it succeed would 
render them absolute masters of 
the destinies of Europe *. 

He then spoke of the Govern- 
ment 13 Point Program and added: 
? The Spanish Republic is actua- 
ted by a definite respect for the 
human being. In Republican Spain 
today there are no prisoners such 
as the 600 priests under the Ger- 
man National socialist regime in the 
basque country who have been 
imprisoned for preaching in their 
native language and for opposing 
the spreading of those theories 
by which Hitlerian paganism is 
attempting to eradicate in Spain 
as in Germany the very roots of 
the Catholic religion *. 

ft What are the reasons and mo- 
tives <■ Del Yayo asked », for the 
continuance of non-intervention? 
There is but one, and that is that 
non-intervention is the only policy 
in regard to Spain which harmo- 
nizes with a policy of rapproache- 
ment with European totalitarian 
states #. 



• • • 



« And it should be borne in mind 
that their conscience would be 
quietened by such modest display 
of finness and energy as would be 
required to restore to the Spanish 
Government the normal rights 
under international law. In this 
connection a frequent misunder- 
standing, which distoits the real 
aspect of the question, should be 
dispelled. To put an end to Non- 
Intervention dots not mean that 
the States which signed the agre- 
ement must intervene in Spain, 
Although it may seem paradoxical, 
the alternative to Non-Interven- 
tion is another non-intervention, 
stricter and more complete and 
free from Hie original vice inherent 
in the present « non-intervention *, 
thanks to which that policy was 
converted from the beginning into 
a means of intervening effec- 
tively against the Spanish Govern- 
ment, What the Spanish Govern- 
ment claims is the simple reesta- 
blishment of the ordinary rules of 
international law, that is, that its 
right to buy war material, of which 
it was deprived by the so-called 
Non-Intervention, shall be resto- 
red. That is to say it claims an 
authentic non-intervention, in 
which the Governments have me- 
rely to allow the laws of free com- 
merce to operate. This situation 
would be perfectly compatible 
with the position of those coun- 
tries who wish to maintain in res- 
pect of the Spanish question the 
strictest and most scrupulous neu- 
trality and impartiality. We do 
not ask for more, but neither can 
we be content with less. The Spa- 
nish Government does not intend 
to place a concrete proposal be- 
fore the Council. It has submitted 
1 ts own point of view and (it hopes 
that the members of the Council 
will express their effective opinion 
on a matter which affects not only 
Spain but the cause of world peace. 

The Spanish Government consi- 
ders that the present situation 
demands, not only in the interests 
of justice due to Spain but also in 
the interests of peace, the immedia- 
te reestab’ishnient of normal in- 
ternational law. Firstly, by put- 
ting to an end without delay to 
this sham non-intervention, whose 
sinister spectre taints the inter- 
national atmosphere. Secondly by 
bringing back the examination of 
the international repercussions ol 
the Spanish question to its natural 
jurisdiction : the League of Na- 
tions. * 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

MEDICAL UNIT HOLDS 
RECORD CONCERT 

Dear J 

Two weeks ago, some friends 
and I went to a symphony com 
cert in the Academy of Music, 
given by the Medical Lnit to pur- 
chase ambulances for the loya- 
lists, and you should have seen 
the turn-out ! You know how large 
the academy is ; well, the concert 
was scheduled to begin at 8 ; 30, 
and at 8 : 10 the place was filling 
up rapidly — people pouring in 
at every door in a steady stream, 
lly about 8 : 20 there wasn't a 
seat in the house and people were 
still arriving in hordes (I read that 
2,000 were turned away), seats 
were improvised in the foyer to 
accommodate the overflow, and the 
whole thing was a huge success. I 
don’t know how much was reali- 
zed on the concert itself, but 
the services of the Philadelphia 
orchestra, leader, two ?. iuists. Mid 
the academy itself, all were dona- 
ted. tickets sold at 35 cents to 1,10, 
so that I'm sure quite a sum must 
have been raised. The collection 
amounted to over 1300 dollars. 

Salud. 

<;r,ADYS 



West Coasters 
Send Check to 
"W. Worker Drive" 

The following letters, together 
with a traveller s check for ten 
dollars made out to «The Western 
Worker, were found in the poc- 
kets, of Fritz Orton, of the Lincoln- 
Washington Battalion, after he 
fell at Belchite : 

<■ Dear F... : I’m taking the li- 
berty of sending this letter to the 
Western Worker to you to be gi- 
ven if possible to some one who 
can mail it from France. This, I 
understand, is necessary... 1 feel 
that you are in a better place to 
meet such people. If you wish, edit 
and rewrite the letter. The impor- 
tant thing is that it be sent as soon 
as possible, — Fritz . * 

T he accompanying letter follows: 

« Dear Bill ■ — After having wor- 
ked in and contributed to the 
various Western Worker drives 
for so many years, many of the 
comrades in Company One of the 
Li ncoln- Washington Battalion felt 
that this time we were rather out 
of things. We were a bit unhappy 
to be inactive in this, the most 
important drive that the ^Western* 
has ever participated in. Therefore, 
when we saw the appeal, we felt 
that we must be included in the 
success of this drive, so the under- 
signed comrades decided to send 
in our small contribution. 

♦ We are enclosing an American 
Express check for ten dollars (10) 
which represents a 1 it tie better 
than two days pay for the com- 
rades included. We realize that it 
isn't much money in America, but 
it represents quite a lot to ushere. 
— -Tat any rate we feel that we are 
doing our small part. Most of the 
comrades you will recognize as 
West Coasters, but some, from 
New York, were anxious to help too. 

* While lam writing let me urge 
you to press the campaigns for the 
aid to Spanish democracy and the 
Friends of the Lincoln Battalion. 
We realize that the comrades at 
home have many important cam- 
paigns, and also that it is hard to 
maintain a sustained tempo over 
an extended period. Yet we here, 
fighting in the trenches, know the 
importance of the struggle. 

« Sparc no efforts^!" y° ur SU P~ 
port of Spain. If the fascists win 
here, our job wifi be that much 
more difficult at home. Now Is the 
critical period. We know that we 
can win, but with the support of the 








PEASANT - CAMPESINO 



comrades at home, much suffering 
and misery to the Spanish people 
can be avoided. We cannot urge 
too strongly that you intensify the 
drive to aid Spain. 

Comradely yours, and Salud, 
(Signed) : FRITZ ORTON, - 

FRANK CAMERON. — NICK 

«i a* . 



VUKELITCH. — CLIFTON (Sun- 
shine) AMSBURY. — FRANK 
DORSEY. — CHARLES NORTH 
CUT. — FRANK STOUT. — MI- 
CHAEL SHANSKY. — WILLIAM 
MARTI NELLI. — TOM MOORE.— 
P. MERONIA.— WILLIAM BART- 
LETT.— RED KLEINMAN. 
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FRIENDS OF THE 

MACKENZIE-PAPINEAU 

BATTALION IN SPAIN 

■ C MCT10M 



MIH4AM.IT4TION FUMO 
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April 13-38. 

Secretary, « Ei Voluntarlo de la LIbertad *. - Barcelona. 

Dear Friend: 

We wish to thank you for mailing us copies of the Volunteer for 
Liberfy. 

We greatly appreciate your thoughfulness and can assure you It 
helps us away here In British Columbia to gain support for the cause 
we both have at heart t The defeat of Fascism *. 

Our B. C. boys all write very highly of the splendid qualities of their 
Spanish Comrades and of the beauty of your country, the dellghtfulness 
of the children and the self sacrifice of your women. 

We wish to assure you that the common people here will continue 
to give their best to your cause. 

We trust that in Spain International Fascism will meet Its doom, 

With comradely greetings, 

(Signed) Jack C. CHIVERS 
Secretary B, C. Section. 
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ENEMY PLANES BROUGHT DOWN 
BY REPUBLICAN AID FORCE SINCE MARCH 1 



The following statement' of enemy planes brought down since 
March I been issued by the Information Service of the Air 
Force. It will be seen that despite the overwhelming number of Ger- 
man and Italian planes employed in the offensive, the Republican 



pilots, although greatly outnumbered still maintained their re- 
cord, held throughout the whole war, of bringing down a large 
number of enemy planes. The increasing efficacy of anti-aircraft 
batteries will also be noted : 



Chasers 



Bombing Planes 



Chasers 



Bombing Planes 



Chasers 



Bombing Planes 



MARCH: 



5 Mesaerachmitt 


(C) 


3 


Heinkel in (C) 


9 Fiat 


(A) 2 Savoia (A) — 




1 Trimotor . . . 


(C) 


5 Messerschmitt 


(A) 


2 


Heinkel 59 (C) 


22 Fiat 


(C) 2 Savoia 79 . . . (A) 




1 .Seaplane] 


(C) 


2 Heinkel 


(<-') 


2 


Junkers (C> 








1 Bimotor .... 


(A) 


12 




7 




31 


4 




3 










Total 


March : 44 


CHASERS, 14 BOMBINGS PLANES 








APRIL: 


















r Heinkel 


(A) 


1 


Heinkel m . (C) 


8 Fiat 


(C) 2 Savoia (C) — 




3 Bimotor .... 


(A) 






1 


Junkers..... (A) 


1 Fiat 


... (A) 




1 Seaplane 


(A) 


* 














2 Planes 


(A) 


1 




2 


■ 


9 


2 




6 










Total April: 10 


CHASERS, 10 BOMBING PLANES 








MAY 25 th i 


Incl. : 












i Hehikel 51 . . . 


(A) 


1 


Domier biruot. (C) 


26 Fiat 


. . . (C) 5 Chasers 


(A) 


2 Bimotor .... 


(C) 


8 Messerachmitt 


(C) 


1 


Junkers. (A) 




2 Planes 


(A) 


1 Trimotor .... 


(C) 
















1 Seaplane .... 


(A) 


9 




2 




26 


7 




4 










Total May, 25 th Incl 


40 CHASERS, 6 BOMBINGS PLANES (2 UNIDENTIFIED) 









Note. (Af Planes brought down by anti-aircraft guns. 



(C) Planes brought down by chasers in combat. 
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OUR COUNTER-DRIVE AT TREMP-BALAGUER 
PROVES STRENGTH OF THE PEOPLE’S ARMY 

A Review of the Present Military Situation 



Catalonia is striking back. Ba- 
rely a month after the armies in- 
vading Spanish soil captured Vi- 
noroz and reached the -Mediterra- 
nean the Spanish Republicans 
have recovered sufficiently not 
merely to resist and to hold up 
the enemy's attacks, but to stage 
a counter-attack and to advance 
In the difficult mountainous coun- 
try around Tremp. Whatever the 
Immediate success of the present 
Republican attack, its importance 
lies in the fact that the People's 
Army is today in a strong enough 
position to undertake it. The Lo- 
yalist move began at dawn on 
Sunday morning. May 22, and the 
fascist lines were pierced at four 
different points on a 40 mile front 
between Balaguer and Trei rfp. 

One of the most spectacular de- 
tails was an air battle which took 
place on Monday, following the 
Deginning of the offensive, and las- 
ted for over an hour. It resulted in 
the bringing down of eighteen Ita- 
lian machines with the loss of three 
Republican chasers. This dispro- 
portionate number of Josses su- 
ffered by the rebel air force may be 
easily explained . Although the 
number ot planes which took part 
in the battle was approximately 
equal — the Italians had five 
squadrons in the air and the Re- 
publicans four — the Republican 
pilots arc masters of their machi- 
nes while the Italian pilots are 
novices. For it is the policy of the 
Italian Government to send pilots 
to vSpain for a few months only in 
order to give them experience and 
then to recall them to Italy and 
replace them by others likewise 
novices. That combat therefore 
proved two things. In the first 
place it proved the superiority of 
the Spanish Republican pilots who 
have gained experience by fighting 
continuously many months past for 
the independence of their country. 
And secondly, once more it con- 
firms the fact — long since known 
by the Spanish Government — 
that despite the Anglo - 1 tali an 
agreement Mussolini still conti- 
nues to send fresh planes and pilots 
with which to attack the libertiesof 
the Spanish people. It is almost re- 
dundant to add that all the enemy 
pilots who succeeded in jumping 
by parachute before their planes 
crashed turned out to be of Ita- 
lian nationality. 



The Republican attack has come 
at a time when it can strike a tre- 
mendous blow at Franco's prestige 
and undermine the morale in the 
fascist rear. For it must be remem- 
bered that one of the chief objects 
of the fascist offensive, whifch be- 
gan in the first days of March, was 
to boost up the morale of the peo- 
ple in fascist territory that had 
suffered such a severe setback at 
Teruel. During the month of Ja- 
nuary 1938, following the capture 
of Teruel by the Republicans, the 
number of deserters coming over 
from fascist territory to the Lo- 
yalist lines averaged 50 a day. Ni- 
nety per cent 01 these deserters 
were soldiers and only ten per cent 
civilians. Throughout the whole 
of fascist territory the nervous- 
ness and discontent of the people 
was becoming more and more 
obvious. 

The March offensive and the ad- 
vance to the sea temporarily silen- 
ced this feeling. The supporters of 
Franco, for the first time in many 
months, worked themselves into 
the belief that victory was immi- 
nent. And the majority of the po- 
pulation in rebel territory, whose 
sympathy has always been with 
the legitimate Government of the 
Spanish people, became discourag- 
ged and also began to think of a 
fascist victory as inevitable. But 
neither of these two sections of 
opinion took into their reckoning 
the reaction of the Spanish people. 
The supporters of Franco were 
prevented from doing so, because 
they were drunk with the tempo- 
rary success they had achieved, 
while the sympathizers of the Go- 
vernment living in fascist terri- 
tory were ignorant of the resour- 
ces still at the disposal of the Re- 
public. Following Dr. Negrin's call 
tor resistance in his famous broad- 
cast to the people of Spain on 
March 28, and as a result of the 
reorganization and the broadening 
of the cabinet early in April, the 
situation steadily began to.improve. 
The reaction of the people became 
translated into action and resis- 
tance. In the next few weeks the 
fascist advance was slowed down 
and finally halted. Resistance in 
Catalonia became so great that the 
invading armies were obliged to 
give up their attack on Barcelona 
and to attack on the less impor- 
tant front extending from Teruel 




MACHINE GUNNERS on the look-out 
LOS SERV1D0RES de una ametralladora observando eJ campo enemlgo 



to the sea instead. But even there 
their progress has been slow and 
their losses out of proportion to the 
territory gained. 

Naturally the increasing resis- 
tance of the Republicans been 
accompanied by a corresponding 
lowering in the morale of their op- 
ponents. And a lowering of the 
morale of the fascist rear can have 
and will have serious consequen- 
ces. The recent disorders at the 
Fortress of San Cristobal, near 
Pamplona, are merely a sign of the 
times. They show the growing 
friction between the Phalangists 
and their Italian allies. The cry 
* We prefer the reds to the Ita- 
lians » is not uncommon in rebel 
territory. The arrest of General 
Vagiie for having delivered a speech 
against the Italian invasion of 
Spain is another indication of the 
feeling of discontent which reigns 
among the opponents of the Spa- 
nish people. 

The launching of the present Re- 
publican attack on the Eastern 
front will wipe out at one blow the 
exaggerated optimism of the par- 
tisans of Franco. And at the same 
time it will revive in the hearts of 
those millions of Spaniards submit- 
ted against their will to fascist rule 
the hope and the belief that after 



all the Republic will be victorious 
and that the invadezs will be dri- 
ven from the soil of Spain. 

The significance of the present 
attack is two-fold. First it is a 
proof to the world at large of the 
amazing recovery of the Spanish 
people and their army from the 
terribly hard blows which they 
suffered only a few weeks back. 
And secondly it is destined to have 
tremendous repercussions on mo- 
rale in the fascist rear. 

News from the front at Motril 
(Southern Front) tells of an ama- 
zing coup carried out on Monday, 
May 23, behind the enemy lines 
by which the Republicans succee-* 
ded in rescuing 308 Asturian pri- 
soners who were being forced to 
build fortifications for the fascists. 
One section of the Republicans 
landed at a small beach behind the 
fascist front-line positions and 
attacked the fortress of Corchuna. 
Another group joined them on 
land and took part in the capture 
of the fort. On the approach of the 
attackers the fascist garrison sur- 
rendered, after their officiers had 
been shot. The entire force then 
attacked the fascist front-line from 
behind and, after freeing the 308 
Asturian prisoners, crossed again 
into Loyalist territory. 
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LOS CATALANES... 

Por JOSE HUGUET 



Batallon 58, 3. a Comp. 

Muclias son las veces aue inis 
oidos lian escuchado en boca de 
muchos camaradas, no en el frente, 
ya que en el frente no hay dtstin- 
gos, pero si en la retaguardia, y 
caso siempre la continuacidn de 
esta frase no ha sido nray grata 
para ml como cataldn que soy, 
mas tampoco ha sido ofensiva ya 
que comprendo muy bien la poli- 
tics fun esta que en Espaha desa- 
rroll6 la monarquia como las dere- 
chas fascistas en periodo republi- 
cano gracias a nuestro exceso de 
libertad y democracia que tan 
cara pagamos. hoy. 



bertades, creo en aquellos ahos una 
cultura que le permitja ir a la ca- 
beza de Espaha. 

Mas dejando aparte lo que ya 
pas6, la tustoria ae lo cual no soy 
yo precisamente quien para escri- 
birla, voy a exponer el motivo que 
me lia inducido a escribir este ar- 
ticulo. 

Hoy muchos camaradas de otras 
regiones de Espaha, por las cir- 
cunstancias que ha impuesto la 
guerra, vienen a Cataluna a luelmr, 
por las libertades de todos los cs- 
paholes que hoy con los del prole- 
tariado mundial, y muchos de 
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VOLUNTEER fortifiers 



VOLUNTARIOS de fortlficaciones 



Todos sabemos que en Espaha 
la monarquia solo supo crear un 
analfabetismo quo, al igual que 
al clero, le permitia tener a los 
ciudadanos en un estado de som- 
noleiicia tal, que al inculcarles 
siempre el mismo topico de la 
Calamua separatists les permitia 
1 laccr pasar inad vartidos estos 
grandes probleinas que, como el 
de las luclias eu pos de reivindica- 
eiones obreras ensangrientan las 
eailes de Barcelona. 

Cataluna, en mi concepto, y no 
lo digo en plan que pueda parecer 
una aemostracidii de supenoridad, 
gracias a sus luclias en pos de li- 



estos camaradas no estdn capaci- 
tados sobre lo que era el problem a 
catalin, v creo que es de lieccsidad 
explicarles sobre esto ya que al 
comprenderlo les estimularia cn 
la luclia y al mismo tiempo favo- 
receriamos al Gobiemo, ya que el 
quinto de sus trece magnfiicos c 
indiscutibles puntos no£ da mate- 
ria para eso, al poner como a base 
del Gobiemo la cuestion de las au- 
tonomias regionales. 

<;£)ud concepto ticnen muclios 
camaradas dc los que es autono- 
mia? 

Autonomia no es separarse, ca- 
maradas. 




GIRLS DOING their part In the Catalonia rear 
MFCllACH.AS cumpliendo sus deberes en la reta^uaidia :k ( ji.tiuna 




MAC-PAPS In action 

T,a U. K. S. S., pais que sabe- 
mos todos que es el mdximo ex- 
ponente del prole tariado mundial, 
qud es, sino una reunion de repii- 
blicas que dentro de su constitu- 
ci6n modelo de democracia en- 
cierra una serie de regiones que 
gozan de una autonomia que les 
permita vivir conforme sus cos- 
tumbres como tambien en todos 
sus actos, hablar sus respectivas 
lenguas nativas, pues bien gracias 
a estas autonoinias adenids de 
sus grandes ayances sociales, le 
permiteii consen'ar toda su hege- 
monia que le haceii fuerte. 

Yo afirmo que Cataluna no cs 
mds que eso lo que quiere ; y si 



MAC-PAPS en accldn 

Mas Cataluna, con sus actos, 
ha deruentido siempre a esos per- 
turbadores y ha seualado su lmea 
siempre recta y para demostra- 
cidn, quien no recuerda los viajes 
de nuestro Presidente a Barcelo- 
na?, en la que el pueblo se mani- 
festd para poder asi demostrar sus 
deseos fervientes de convivencia. 

Y las palabras del venerado pri- 
mer Presidente de la Generalidad, 
Francisco Macid, principal diri- 
gente del uiovimiento cataldn y 
ue gozo siempre de la confianza 
el pueblo cuando dijo : « ante la 
monarquia soy separatista, ante 
la Rephblica soy espahol ». Ade- 
mas, ya que todos sabemos lo que 




APRIL 14th J. S. U. Delegation and 15th Brigade soldiers 

LA DELEGACION de la j. $. U. y los soldados de la 15 brlgada 

durante su vislta el 14 de abril 



analizdis bien sus actos vereis la 
razou de esta afirmacidn. 

Todos sabemos ya que es de 
nuestro recuerdo lo que paso en 
Espaha al adveuimiento de la Re- 
piiblica. Cataluna, como todas las 
regiones, aporto lo suyo para que 
fuera fuerte este aeontceimiento, 
y una vez conseguido esto, recla- 
nio su autonomia. no por separarse 
de I ‘'span a, ya que esto lo considero 
como imposible, toda vez que la 
geografia nos une, como tambien 
nuestro espfritu proletario, quo ya 
sedeiuostro al venir la Republica 
como al sos teller la presciite guerra. 

Aliora bien. una vez concedida 
esta autonomia, ya salieron los 
perturbadores que iban propagan- 
<io esta vez el fantasina del sepa- 
ratismo, para derrotar la Repu- 
blica y asf parar los avances so- 
■ i ■■ ■ I*'-' -.ll.i .-><■ rea- 



representa en Cataluna el Prtsi- 
dente Conipanys, aqui con sus 
palabras que pronuneid el dfa pri- 
mero de marzo del presente afio 
en el Parlamento cataldn : * Cata- 
luna recobro con la Republica el 
camino inieial de sus libertades au- 
touomas y adquirid unos deberes y 
uiios derechos a los que restart 
siempre fiel en luia herraandad de 
sentiinicntos y tie ambiciones 
Este es el verdadero sentir de 
Cataluna y pa/a esto vuelvo a re- 
petir : Caniarada, capacitate sobre 
el problems de las autonomfas, 
para que cuando una vez termine 
la guerra coil la victoria del pue- 
blo, que es la nuestra, volver a tu 
regidn y ser un entusiasta propa- 
gandist a de las autonomfas regio- 
nales y destruyas la poca semilla 
que quede de aquellas propagan- 
das que s61o servirdn para desorien- 
tarte. 
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THE STORY OF THE 43rd DIVISION 
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DURING A LULL In the action - DURANTE un momento de calma 




NEGRIN 

Dr. Juan Negrin, tlie Prime Mi- 
nister and Minister of Defense, re- 
cently visited the brave soldiers of 
the 43rd Division who are fighting 
in the Pyrenees. He was accompa- 
nied by General Vicente Rojo, 
Chief of the Central General Staff. 
Lieutenant Colonel Beltran, Com- 
mander of the 43 rd Division, made 
a speech to the troops and intro- 
duced their visitors : 

« Comrades of the 43rd Division : 

t We have among us two of the 
representative figures of our peo- 
ple who bring the greetings of the 
Government and the Army. 

#The best answer we can give 
to our enemies when they stated 
that our Government had forgot- 
ten us, is the presence of Dr. Ne- 
grin and General Rojo, who have 
come in person to express the ad- 
miration of Republican Spain for 
our exploits and for the way in 
which we have fulfilled our duty 
in defense of the independence of 
our country. 

* There is no room in our ranks 
for the weak, the doubtful or the 
cowards. 

* Today, stronger than ever, we 
shall repeat before comrades Ne- 
grin and Rojo, so that they may 
convey our words to the rest of 
the army in Catalonia and Spain, 
that the soldiers of the ^3rd are 
willing to fight on until final vic- 
tory is ours. » 

The fascist invasion has suffe- 
red 15,000 casualties in its battles 
against the 43rd Division, whose 
deeds have been duly credited and 
rewarded by the Government with 
the promotion of its chief and the 
granting of the « Medal for Valor » 
to the Division as a whole. 

The outlook for the future is 
equally bad for the enemy. Resis- 
tance is our best arm. The 43rd 
Division says so ; and as a proof 
of their assertion, there is the fi- 
gure of the 15,000 casualties suffe- 
red by the enemy. 

The enemy's pressure increased 
every moment against one of the 
positions defended by the 43rd in 
the Pyrenees. One of the chiefs or- 
dered a withdrawal. That position 



was practically isolated from the 
rest of the loyal forces. The only 
possible contact, or anything that 
may bo considered as such, was 
a veritable rain of shells and mor- 
tar grenades. Breathing was dif- 
ficult. The atmosphere was asphy- 
xiating. The dense' clouds raised by 
the explosions were thicker and 
thicker. The echo of the -explosions 
recoiled from peak to peak, from 
mountain to valley, from valley to 
canyon. Never had the magnifi- 
cent panorama of the beautiful 
Pyrenees witnessed such strife. 
The tranquillity of centuries had 
been suddenly plunged into a te- 
rrific convulsion. 

There were times when the front 
defended by these scanty forces 
stretched nearly one hundred kilo- 
meters. Any yet it had to be ex- 
tended further and further, making 
the situation critical. 

The 43rd Division did not give 
in. Vet in a nearby sector the out- 
look was not so promising. The 
line was still stretching. 

The answer was not difficult to 
find. The men of the 43rd did not 
waver. We are ready, they said 
(and the voice was collective, not 
individual) to defend the Republic 
and its Government until the end. 

There were times when it see- 
med imminent that communica- 
tions would be cut l>etween the 
different units of the Division. The 
fighting line stretched more and 
more... apparently it was an im- 
possible defense against overwhel- 
ming odds. A company nearly cut 
off fought its way back during the 
whole of March 28th. It was an 
uneven combat. Besides superio- 
rity in material and ammunition, 
the enemy was greater in number. 
Opposite the loyalist company two 
whole battalions were in position 
constantly receiving reinforcements 
of men and material. 

The fight went on well into tlie 
night. The casualties to the enemy 
seen and confirmed by our troops 
exceeded 150. This was ail excel- 
lent balance for one day's fighting. 
At night the position so staunchly 
defended during the day was aban- 
doned. It was impossible to hold, 
taking into consideration the enor- 
mous front and the fa£t Uiat every 
one of the units of the Division 
had enough enemy troops in front 



of its own trenches to send reinforce- 
ments to otherparts. The most pri- 
mitive communications were main- 
tained with the greatest difficulty. 

Fascist propaganda told us of 
an unending action. New attacks 
were launched even before the pre- 
vious ones had died out. New and 
stronger reinforcements of men, 
arms, and planes were sent in a 
desperate effort to force the de- 
fenders of the Republic to submit. 

A fearful day 's fighting was 
succeeded by a worse one. The 
days from the 10th to the 20th of 
April were extraordinary hard, 
for the invaders tried by all means 
to conquer the zone of High Ara- 
gon, defended by the 43rd Division 
under the energetic leadership of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Beltran. The 
enemy failed to understand how 
that desperate resistance could 
last. And in order to overcome it, 
they accumulated arms, and still 
more arms and troops, especially 
artillery, which during hours on 
end sent barrage after barrage over 
our lines to clear the way for the 
infantry. 

Their continuous attacks were 
beaten back time and again, and 
their casualties mounted by the 
second. In these ten days tlic [fas- 
cists lost 5,000 men, amounting to 
a third part of their total losses du- 
ring the period of resistance. Tlieir 



tactics were always the same. 
.F'irst barrages of Artillery, and then 
the infantry. 

The enemy depended 011 their 
superior arms to submit the whole 
Division. Infantry was brought 
into the battle only when it was 
thought 'impossible for any resis- 
tance to oppose them, for they 
imagined that whole sectors of the 
43rd Division ought to have been 
pulverized. As no fire came from 
the Republican lines, they were 
convinced that the time was ripe 
for an assault. When they came 
out of cover into the open and at 
close range. Republican machine 
guns took their toll, hundreds and 
thousands' of the enemy fell. 

Our soldiers learned to fight in 
the right way. While insurgent ar- 
tillery and planes were bombing 
out positions, our infantry took 
cover auiong the boulders, in cre- 
vices and be I rind rocks. Tlie very 
moment that the enemy’s prepa- 
ration came to a lull indieatingtlic 
imminence of the attack, our men 
would rush to their posts, man the 
machine guns and cut up lanes in 
the enemy’s ranks. When the in- 
surgents were near enough, the hand 
grenade and the bayonet attack 
would put an end to the insurgents' 
aproaeh. 

In the zone defended by the 43rd 
Division, it was felt necessary from 
the very begiiuiing to evacuate tlie 
civilian population and the thou- 
sand or so shepherds and flocks in 
t'pper Aragon and the lower Py- 
renees. Therefore, while fighting 
back the onslaught of the enemy, 
the troops succeeded in getting tlie 
majority of women, children, and 
old men over the P'reiicli frontier, 
and iu 26 days some 6,ooo pjrsous 
were evacuated 

The soldiers carried the children 
in their arms along the c<uiyons and 
steep hills, crossing over the snow- 
covered passes at heights ranging 
between 7,000 and 1 0,000 feet 
above sea level. 

At the same time the work of 
recuperating material went on in- 
cessantly, picking up the arms 
abandoned by other forces, inclu- 
ding provisions, ammunt-on';, sup- 
plies, etc., and not the least im- 
portant, rounding up the cattle 
t'_at the fury of battle had sent 
scattering to the fouj winds. 







PEASANTS' WIVES making clothing for the front 
LAS MUJERES de los Campeslflos tiacen ropas pare el frente 
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NIGHT OPERATIONS 

By Captain Patrick O’Daire 
Commander Company 1, British Battalion 




Operations after dark fall into 
three cla.-'SL's: night marches, night 
advances or withdrawals and night 
attacks. AH of these movements, 
with the exception of marches by 
night to avoid the heat of day, are 
conn ted as tactic.:-! night operations. 

NIGHT MARCHES 

Owing to the improved efficiency 
and increased use of aircraft, night 
marches are more common today 
than ever l>efore.. In fact, according 
to sonic authorities, the time is near 
when large bodies of men will be 
ahle to move only at night. 

The carrying out of a night 
march depends on whether it is co- 
vered or not ; that is to say, whether 
it is behind troops already in posit- 
ion or not. But all night marches 
have this in common — they are slow 
and tiring, and there is the con- 
tinual danger of losing contact and 
direction. 

Night marches may be underta- 
ken to (i) concentrate troops at 
some decisive point ; (2) move 

troops from one part of a front to 
another; (3) effect a withdrawal to 
avoid a serious engagement. 

In reconnoitering for a night 
march under cover of other troops, 
the route should be examined both 
by night and by day. If the route 
follows a road it may be necessaiy 
to post men at a branch-road, if 
any, to prevent straying. At least 
these points should be marked in 
advance. If the march is across 
country the route should be fixed 
by compass bearings. All landmarks 
visible in darkness should be noted 
and distances calculated, so that the 
position of the column may be as- 
certained at need. The general di- 
rection can be kept by the stars. 
Every soldier should know enough 
about the stars to he able to get his 
hearings by them. 

In night marches unprotected by 
other troops, there must be no risk 
of the column meeting the enemy 
while in march formation. It must 
therefore be protected bv small ad- 
vance guards at reduced distances. 
These distances should be stated in 
the march order. 

When a night march is to be fo- 
llowed by an attack, an assembly 



position will be selected, at which 
point the column will go from 
march formation into deployment. 
This assembly position must be well 
protected and be such that the de- 
ployment can be made at right an- 
gles to the subsequent line of ad- 
vance. It must be well reconnoitered 
and its appearance by night deter- 
mined. 

Important principles are that (1) 
cverv commander has a fixed place 
in the column where he will re- 
main; (2) an officer (the second in 
command or adjutant) will march 
in the rear of the unit; (3) hours 
of halt must be fixed beforehand, 
and no unit will halt until it has 
regained any distance it has lost : 
I4) during halts men may lie down 
hut may not leave the ranks ; (5) 
a unit crossing an obstacle will 
advance its own length and halt in 
front until the whole column has 
crossed, 

NIGHT ADVANCES 

These are movements forward by 
troops already deployed with a view 
to making a surprise attack or to 
occupy a position from which to 
attack at dawn. However, a night 
advance which is unprotected bv 
covering troops is a dangerous ope- 
ration. It should be made only in 
special cases, and for short distan- 
ces. The formation taken at the 
assemhly position will be that in 
which the rest of the march will 
he made. If an attack is to follow 
there may be slight changes in the 
formation at the forming-up place, 

Tn the case of a night advance 
and night attack, a thorough re- 
connaissance is essential. The rate 
of march will seldom exceed two 
kilometers an hour. If obstacles are 
met. the troops will lie down until 
a nassaee has been cleared. Ad- 
vancing troops must put out detach- 
ments for security and ground re- 
connoitering. 

As in all night operations, dur- 
ing night advances there will be no 
smoking, talking, showing of lights 
or firing of rifles. The greatest 
precautions must be taken against 
noise of any kind, such as rattling 
of equipment, kicking of stones, etc. 
Tf enemy scouts or patrols are en- 



PREPARED 

countered, they must be rushed si- 
lently with the bayonet. If the ene- 
my opens fire after the assembly 
position has been left, the troops 
must advance without hesitation to 
the objective, cost what it may. No 
movement to the rear can be per- 
mitted, even to correct mistakes, so 
long as it is intended to continue 
the advance. 

NIGHT ATTACKS 

These have the following charac- 
teristics: (1) Surprise is more easi- 
ly effected by night than by day; 
(2) the enemy’s fire is unaimed: 
(■}) observation from the air is dif- 
ficult. 

It is almost impossible to ma- 
neuver by night ; deployment, there- 
fore, is usuallv not in great depth. 
Reserves are best placed as a 
straggle line to stop any movement 
to the rear and to serve as a rally 
point in case the attack breaks. 

A force greater than one battal- 
ion should not be used in one ope- 
ration. Several battalions may at- 
tack different objectives simulta- 
neously, but no attempt should be 
made to co-ordinate them. Exploi- 
tation of gains is difficult at night 
and should be left un til daylight. 
If ■ exploitation is intended, the 
attack should take place just before 
dawn ; otherwise, three or four 
hours should be allowed after cap- 
turing the position for consolidat- 
ion. 

A night attack is usually made 
from a position near the enemy and 
against a very limited objective. 
The place where the infantrv form 
up to attack is called the forming 
up position. This should be as near 
the enemy as is consistent with 
reasonable immunity from detect- 
ion. 

Before the troops leave the as- 
sembly position all men must know : 
(1) the objective, its distance 
and direction ; (2) the formation to 
he adopted at the^ forming up posit- 
ion ; (3) the particular part he is to 
play : (4) what to do if the enemy is 
not caught by surprise. 

Section commanders must satisfy 
themselves that they know the rules 
regarding noise, lights, crossing of 
obstacles, etc. 

Tn framing orders for night at- 
tacks attention must be paid to the 
following principles: 

Assembly position, time of arri- 
val and departure, order of march, 
distances and intervals, special pro- 
tective arrangements, maintenance 
of communications, compass bear- 



ings. reference points, time and du- 
ration of halts. 

Forming up position, situation, 
description, distance from assembly 
position. (The formation is*lo be 
adopted here.) 

Objective, description, signal for 
assault, special instructions in case 
enemy flares are dropped or 
thrown, in case enemy scouts or 
patrols are encountered, method of 
consolidation, role Qf reserves, 
password, communication and axis 
of transmission. 

As for general fundamentals, no- 
te the following: 

1. Maintenance of secrecy is 
essential. * 

2. Intricate maneuver is impos- 
sible. 

3. Formation in small columns 
is more flexible than a line, is less 
vulnerable to unaimed _£jre from the 
enemy, is better for crossing obsta- 
cles, is better for control, and is 
easy to deploy from. 

4. When moving from assembly 
position to forming jip position, pa- 
trols should always be put out. 

5. T roops should be given a 
short rest at the forming up place. 
Normally, sections break up into 
squad columns at the forming up 
place and deploy into line only at 
the actual assault. 

6. Shouting in the assault does 
not have a greater moral effect than 
a silent assault, in spite of a preva- 
lent belief to the contrary. It me- 
rely serves to indicate to the enemy 
the approximate strength of the 
attack. 



FINAL ROAR 

While Hitler barks and Musso roars 
And Chamberlain pours gold. 

While Franco does his fascist chores 
With “volunteers" were told. 

The people of the world stand firm 
For peace, democracy. 

Our army now will make them squirm 
These beasts, these birds of prey! 

Non-Intervention was their cry 
We heard that one before. 

Our answer to the fascist He, 

We’ll make the final roar 

WIEBE COY 

Mac-Paps 
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INDO-AMEKICA EN LA TRINCHERA 

Por Ricardo Valle Cloza (Boliviano), 24 Batalldn, 1, a Compafila 



El sol de Espana tan acentuado 
y persistente en la vida de los pue- 
blos de Indo-Ainerica, tiene dos 
facetas antit^ticas que corresponde 
definir. Dos facetas que se resu- 
raen de la trayectoria histdrica del 
pais hispano a t raves del predo- 
minio social de sus castas y luego 
del moviraiento y el impulso crea- 
dor y renovador de sus grandes 
masas. 

La primera corresponde a la 
activiaad colonial ignominiosa, des- 
preciativa y vil de la nobleza feudal 
que en su tinico af&n de rapina y 
especulacidn impuso el sello de la 
servidunibre y de la barbarie a 
las naci on alidades aborigenes sa- 
queadas, destinadas y anquilosa- 
das a hierro y sangre, sin objetivo 
creador ni beneficio'para las mis- 
mas. 

En efecto, pese a la mentira 
convencionai de los liistoriadores a 
serWcio de intereses de £lite o de 
casta y a la sensiblerfa rom&ntica 
de quienes consideran que America 
colonial ha he red ado fas virtudes 
y los vicios de Espana, Sud-Ame- 
rica, no obstante sus esclavitud tri- 
secular v su actual sonietimiento 
al mavorazgo de iinperialisnios ex- 
tranjeros, mantiene viva su fiso- 
nomia y su esencia autdnomas, 
todo su complejo aborigen que hoy 
desborda el camino de sus reivindi- 
caciones en un vasto impulso de Ji- 
be racibn national. 

Ningtin beneficio deben a Espa- 
na mondrquica los pueblos del 
mundo nuevo, que no sean la opre- 
sion y la miseria, la pirateria des- 
enfrenada, la inquisicion v la tor- 
tura ; la destruccibn de sus evolu- 
cionadas formas de paz y convi- 
vencia social ; de su fengua, de su 
civilizacibn y de su cuTtipra ; en 
una palabra, el avasallamiento to- 
tal de sus instituciones. 

La otra faceta que concretamen- 
te corresponde a la etapa del cre- 
cimiento politico v el formidable 
impulso de la liberacidn nacional 
de las masas opriuiidas de Espana. 
a la heroica lucha que sostiene el 



pueblo espanol por la causa comun 
de todas las nacionalidades y ma- 
yorlas oprimidas del mundo, es la 
que los indo-amerieanos saluda- 
mos con orgullo y con calor porque 
su nervio hbertador gravita en la 
entraha viva de la America abo- 
rigen engendrando ideales de jus- 
ticia, de libertad y de grandeza. 

Es la etapa de la Espana aut^n- 
tica y grande, creadora y viril 
ue con la inmolacidn y sacrificio 
e sus hijos iluniina el camino a 
seguir para las conquistas defini- 
tivas que dar&n paz y bienes a la 
humamdad toda. Es la etapa de 
la liberaci6n americana bajo el 
penddn glorioso de la Espana re- 

f jublicana del Frente Popular. De 
a emancipacidn de la America 
nuestra que quiere vivir sin yugos 
interiores ni exteriores, con todo 
la plenitud de sus derechos econo- 
mic os, politicos y sociales. Por esto 
Indo-Am^rica estA presente en la 
trinchera a trav^s de sus niilitan- 
tes de vanguardia y de la ayuda 
solidaria de las masas trabajado- 
ras que desde Mexico al Cabo de 
Hornos tienen cifrada su esptranza 
en el aplastamiento del fascisnio y 
de la reaccion internacional. Por 
eso las bizarras representaciones 
obreras de Mexico y Cuba, Argen- 
tina, Chile y otros paises coinba- 
ten y mueren al lado de sus caina- 
radas del Ej^rcito Popular, defen - 
diendo un ideal que tambten es el 
suyo, brujula y norte de sus niA- 
ximas aspiraciones nacionales. 




siiitiiimmiiiMiiiiiiiliiiiHmiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiitmiiiimiiimiiiiiiiiiMiMimmimiiiiimimiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiimiiiimtmiiiiiimi im mn mu uum : n n i n u ^ 

| June, 5, 1938* | 

i To the Bruch Battalions : 'i 

| Dear Comrades : 

1 We, the International youth of the XV Brigade, wish to re- 

| cord our admiration of the manner in which you haVe responded 
1 to the call for volunteers. When Franco was at the doors of Ca- i 

| talonla, when the reactionaries of all the world were prophesying 
f defeat for our forces, you stepped into the breach, conscious of § 

e your duty to the Republic and to democracy. | 

| To the youth of the world, to those who still live under de- 1 

| mocrdtlc government, to those young people whom Hitler and I 

| Mussolini are attempting to regiment in their war against demo- | 

I cracy your enthusiasm and determination serve as a splendid f 

| symbol ol all that the Spanish people are fighting for. g 

e To us In the XV Brigade you $ho*wed that the Spanish people 

1 would never have yielded In those grave moments until the last 

g drop of Spanish blood had been shed. More than ever you have 1 

| made us determined to fight by your side until there is not one 
f Italian or German invader left on the soil of Spain. 

| To our comrades carrying on the. fight In Great Britain, the g 

g United States. Canada and throughout the world against the reac- 
g tlonary forces, you have imparted fresh vigor In the drive which j 

| must ultimately dislodge the fascists. and pro-fascists from their 1 

g seats of power at home. g 

I For all of this we convey our thanks to you, our Spanish ^ 

| brothers. Drawn still closer together by your action and courage. g 

§ we reassert our determination never to rest until fascism is de- | 

g feated forever. g 

| Salud y Victoria. g 

^HiiuiMiltn imitittiiriiMiiiMini iiJiii(irimMiim mif mi iiiiimrimiiiii ii m in iriiiiiiimiiiiiiiMriiiimiiiiiiiMMMiiii iMitiMmrmmriiiiiiiminrmiiiiirT 




J. S. U. NATIONAL LEADERS. Santiago Carrillo, (with glasses) is the 

General-Secretary. 

JEFES DE LA J. S. U. Santiago Carrillo, (con gafas) es el 

Secretari o-General. 



J. S. U. Conference held at Brigade 



A conference of representatives 
of the Juventud Socialista Unifica- 
da in the 15th Brigade was held on 
Sunday, June 5th. Practically all 
units of the brigade were represen- 
ted. Also present were members of 
other political viewpoints in the 
brigade, including delegations of 
the Young Libertarians (Anarchist 
youth organization), the Left Re- 
publican Youth, the youth mem- 
bers of the U. G. T. - C. N. T. 
joint commission, and a local re- 
presentative of the P. S. U. C. 

The keynote address was delive- 
red by Comrade Jftse Bello, general 
secretary of the 15th Brigade J.S. 
U. Calling for unity on the broadest 
possible base, he welcomed partici- 
pation in the conference by the 
members of the other political 
groups. He showed how unity could 
best be advanced by forming an 
Anti-Fascist Youth Alliance within 
the brigade, a union which has al- 
ready come into existence in the 
Lincoln- Washington Battalion with 
gratifying results. 

Comrade Mullor, organization se- 
cretary, rendered a report on the 
activity and structure of the Bri- 
gade J. S. U., indicating how far- 
rcaching the organization is. As an 
example lie cited its appeal for do- 
nations to the two d i visions o f 
youth at the time they were formed 
recently from among volunteers be- 
low recruiting age in all parts of 
Loyalist Spain. Contributions in 
the brigade brought in the sum of 
45.000 pesetas. 

After a brief address by Captain 
Hernandez, young commander of 
the 59th Battalion, a general dis- 
cussion took place. Although va- 
rious subjects were introduced, the 
mam question was the formation of 
the Anti-Fascist Youth Alliance. 
Comrade Maury, company com- 
missar in the 59th Battalion, made 
a stirring appeal for volunteer units 
to assist in the approaching wheat 
harvest, much of which will take 
place close to the front lines. 

A brigade committee was elec- 
ted, consisting of Comrade Bello, 
general secretary, Comrade Mullor, 
organization secretary, Comrade 



Cirvera and Comrade M. L. Miller, 
press secretaries, and Captain Her- 
nandez, military adviser. 

Comrade Jose Tomas, the divis- 
ion representative, summed up the 
results of the meeting. He emphasi- 
zed that the J. S. U. must give all 
possible effort toward the forming 
of the Anti-Fascist Youth Alliance, 
that its main work consisted in or- 
ganizing youth clubs open to all 
youth which should stimulate and 
guide social, cultural and sports ac- 
tivity. Concrete tasks, he said, were 
to organize fiestas, arrange football 
tournaments and build up libraries. 
Every aid should be given to com- 
manders and commissars, specific 
suggestions being the formation of 
anti-tank, anti-avion, guerillero, an- 
ti-illiteracy and wheat-harvesting 
units. 

Of genuine significance in the 
discussion and in the results of the 
conference were the contributions 
of the Young Libertarians and Lett 
Republican Youth representatives. 
They promised that their bodies 
would join in forming the brigade 
Anti-Fascist Youth Alliance. The 
conference closed with resolutions 
to send greetings to the central 
committee <>\ the J. S. U. and to 
the Bruch Battalions. 
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NUESTRA CONFIANZA EN I 
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ANTI-AIRCRAFT - ANTI-AEREOS 

Poique resistiendo en la lfnea de 
fuego, a costa tambibn, en los pri- 
meros di'as, dc- grandes sacrificios, 
permitimos a los obreios en la re- 
taguardia de aumentar aun mas 
su produccion de guerra. 

Porque resistiendo permitimos 
a las centenares de millares de nue- 
vos combatientes que ingresan en 
el Ejbrcito de aprender el nianejo 
de las annas y el arte de la guerra. 

Porque resistiendo galvanizaiuos 
tl espiritu de resistencia de todo 
el pueblo y le hacemos capaz de 
los mayores sacrificios y.al mismo 
tiempo se eltva en el mimdo entero 
una ola de simpatia por nuestra 
Causa que lograrA detener la mano 
al invasor extranjero. 

Porque, resistiendo, se da con- 
fianza a las masas popularts de la 
Espana sometida a Franco, que 
lucfia tambien contra la cpresion 
v el invasor. 



Comisario - Inspector de 



otros sitios a las fuerzas aplastan- 
les del enemigo y que le prepara 
hoy para las victorias de manana. 

Son los mejores hijos del pueblo 
los que estAu a la cabeza de estas 
luclias epicas, gigantescas, son los 
mejores v los mas capaccs y con 
una fe inquebrantable los que hail 
subido a los puestos de mayor res- 
ponsabilidad. 

Carpinteros, lnetalurgicos, cani- 
pesinos con los mbs fieles Oficia- 
les profesionalts mandan ahora las 
mas grandes unidades del Ejercito 
Popular Espanol. 

Como, durante la Gran Revolu- 
tion francesa todos nuestros solda- 
dos lie van en sus bolsillos los gra- 
dos mds altos, si lo quieren ganar. 

Son esos hombres del pueblo, los 
que son ahora la gloria y la espe- 
ranza de la Historia y de la Huma- 
nidad. 

Es con estos hombres y gracias 
a las fuerzas reunidas de todas, que 
la Espafia Republicana resiste hoy 
victoriosamente para atacax ma- 
nana y aplastar al fascismo. 

Nuestra confianza en la victoria 
estd intacta coino en los dias epicos 
y gloriosos de Madrid, del Jarama, 
de Guadalajara, de Brunete, de 
Belchite y de Teruel. 




BATTALION Formation 
BATALLON en formac16n 

Hace dos lueses les parecfa a los 
amigos de Franco que a la oftnsiva 
fascista nadie podria resistirla. 

Llegando al mar, los fascistas 
crefan que la resistencia Republi- 
cana se d\ rrumbaria ; que el Gc- 
biemo, el Ejercito y el Pueblo se 
doblegarian a su voluntad. 

Han pasado dcs mtses ; los fas- 
cistas lian llegado al mar; Gobitr- 
no, Ejdrcito y Pueblo, in una es- 
trecha union, le van tan niAs fuerte 
que nunca una barrera infranquea- 
ble ante el enemigo. 

De los revtses militares lia sur- 
gido una voluntad inquebrantable 
de unidad y de resistencia, de la 
que el Comite de Enlace outre 
C. N. T. y U, G. T. y el Gobiemo de 
I'nibn Nacional que ha sidoconsti- 
tuido son la mejor dtmcsLracion. 

Contra la prevalencia fascista tl 
pueblo ha respondido movilizAndo- 
se, en las fAbricas y en el Frente. 

100,000 nuevos voluntaries han 
pedido las armas para la defensa 
del suelo patrio. 50,000 voluntaries 
se han ofrecidopara levantar nue- 
vas barreras ante la invasibn ex- 
tranjera. Nuevas quintas ingresan 
en el Ejercito y bste bajo la gufa de 
sus jefes, y por la abnegacion de sus 
combatientes ha reorgan izado rA- 
pidamente sus filas, templando su 
capacidad de combate y ha multi- 
pheado su actividad y su iniciativa. 

Desde los Pirineos a las monta- 
aas de Teruel, a lo largo de las 



orillas del Segre, del Cinca v del 
Ebro, en las crestas y en los flan- 
cos de las montafias una barrera 
de acero, de pcchos y voluntad, 
afronta al enemigo serprendido y 
desamparado por esta resistencia 
inesperada. 

Fa victoria dtseada por los Ge- 
nerales fascistas no ha sido obte- 
nida. El corte entre Cataluha y 
la Espana Central no ha debilitado 
la capacidad de combate del Ejer- 
cito Rcpublicano. Las dos partes 
de la Espaua leal tienen tantos 
recursos en hombres v en mate- 
rial, v medios de produccion que 
cada una de ellas, por sus propios 
medios, puede muy bien continuar 
victoriosamente la lucha. 

Les fascistas han constguido 
eortar la carrtUra ; pero no todcs 
los enlaces entre las dos partes. 
Las vias abrea, maritima y subina- 
rfna cstan coino anus libres para 
los Rcpublicanos. Las familias y 
los solaados envian y reciben rtgu- 
larmtnte el correo de CataJuiia, de 
toda Espana v del Extranjero. El 
Gobicrno Republicano es el pri- 
niero en el inundo que ha inaugura- 
do el correo subinarino. 

En las fAbricas de Cataluha y de 
Espana la produccibn de guerra 
continua a un ritmo redoblado. 
Gracias a ella el Ejercito Republi- 
cano puede disponer cada dia de 
mAs annas, mAs tanques, mbs avio- 
nes. V ya nucstro Ejercito no sola- 
mente resiste sino que contraataca 
y arrebata al enemigo posiciones 
importantes que serAn en un por- 
venir prbxiino el punto de partida 
de nuestras ofensivas victoriosas y 
decisivas. 

La consigna lanzada por el Go- 
biemo en los dias de mayor peli- 
gro : Resistir es veneer, ha sido con- 
firniado por los hechos. 

Resistiendo se han preparado y 
se preparan las condiciones de las 
proximas victorias. 

Porque nuestra resistencia de- 
bilita y desagrega al fascismo, le 
quita todas las ventajas morales 
de los exitos militares pasados, 
porque destruye todas sus esperan- 
zas dc pronta victoria. 



I/a consigna lanzada por el Go- 
biemo de Unibn Nacional de re- 
sist ir hasta la ultima gota de san- 
gre lia sido firmemente aplicada 
por nuestros ccinbatientts. Es 
porque saben ellos por que luclian. 

i/uchan por la Libertad y la inde- 
pendencia de Espana. Luchan con- 
tra el extranjero que quicre robar- 
les sus riquezas y su tierra. 

Todas las gentes libres de Espana 
sc movilizan, en el frente y en la 
retaguardia, porque saben que en 
esta contienda es el trabajo, es el 
an, es la paz, es el porvenir y el 
ienestar de sus hijos lo que estA 
en juego. 

La victoria de Franco, seria para 
ellos la esclavitud, el hambre, la mi- 
Seria y la cArcel, seria la vuelta de 
los senoritos y dt los caciques ade- 
mas dc la bota del opresor extran- 
jero, no seria la tenninacion de la 
guerra sino elprincipio de un nuevo 
v espantoso masacre en el que los 
iiijos del pueblo espanol servirfan 
de carne dc canon para la mayor 
gloria de Mussolini e Hitler. 

Es por esto que ante una nueva 
y mayor amenaza de victorias fas- 
cistas se alza cada vcz mAs fuerte- 
mente todo un pueblo orgulloso de 
sus tradiciones nacionales, magni- 
fico por su heroismoiiivencible, por 
su voluntad de libertad y de inde- 
pendtneia. 

Es esta elevada conciencia poii- 
tica la que hace la fuerza de nues- 
tro Ejercito, de nucstro pueblo 
que los ha hccho capaz de los * mi- 
lagros » de la defensa de Madrid, 
de la toina de Teruel, que le ha per - 
mitido resistir e~ el Ebro y en 



VENCEREMOS ! 





ADVANCE under Tire 
AVANCE bajo el fuego 
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Two months have passed since it 
appeared to the friends of Franco 
that nothing could resist the fas- 
cist offensive. 

By arriving to the sea the fas- 
cists believed that the resistance 
of the Republic would crumble, 
that the Government, the Army 
and the people would yield to their 
will. 

Two months have passed, the 
fascists have reached the sea. Go- 
vernment, Army and people, in one 
strong union, raise stronger than 
ever an insurmountable barrier be- 
fore the enemy. 

Out of the military reverses has 
surged an inviolable will of unity 
and resistance, during which the 
Coordination Committee between 
the C. N. T. and the U. G. T., and 
the Government of the National 
Union was constituted and serve as 
the best demonstration . 

To the fascist offensive the peo- 
ple have responded by mobilizing 
in the factories and at the front. 

One hundred thousand new vo- 
lunteers have demanded arms for 
the defense of their homeland. 
Fifty thousand volunteers have of- 
fered themselves to dig new bar- 
riers to meet the foreign invas- 
ion. New recruits enlist in the Ar- 
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OBSERVATION OBSERVAClON 

my and these, under the leadership 
of their commanders and by the 
abnegation of their combatants have 
hardened their fighting capacity 
and multiplied their activity and 
initiative. 

From the Pyrenees to the moun- 
tains of Teruel, along the shores 
of the Segre, Cinca and. of the 
Ebro, on the crests and on the 
flanks of the mountains barrica- 
des of steel, of breasts and a wilt, 
faced the enemy who fell back sur- 
prised and disorganized before this 
unexpected resistance. 

The desired victory by the fas- 
cist Generals was not obtained. The 
division between Catalonia and 
Central Spain has not weakened 
the fighting capacity of the Repu- 
blican Army. The two sections of 
Loyal Spain have so much resour- 
ces in men and material, and in the 
means of production, that each, by 
its own means, can very well carry 
on the struggle victoriously. 

The fascists have cut the road, 
but they have not cut all commu- 
nications between the two parts of 
Loyal Spain. The air, sea and sub- 
marine routes are free, as before, 
for the Republicans. The families 
and the soldiers send and receive 
regularly mail to Catalonia, of all 
Spain and the outside. The Repu- 
blican Government is the first in 
the world to have inaugurated sub- 
marine postal service. 

In the factories of Catalonia 
and of Spain war production oonti- 
nues at a doubled pace. Thanks to 
it the Republican Army is able to 
receive more arms daily, more 
tanks, more avions. And already 
our Army not only resists but 
counter-attacks and conquers im- 
portant enemy positions which will 
be in the near future starting points 
for our victorious and decisive 
offensives. 

The slogan advanced by the Go- 
vernment in the days of greatest 
danger: To Resist is to Conquer, 
ha'* been proven by deeds. 

By resisting it was prepared and 
is being prepared the conditions for 
our future victories, hccause our 
resistance weakens and disorgani- 
zes fascism, it destroys all morale 
advantages of its past military 
gains, and destroys all their hopes 
of a quick victory. 

By resistance in the firing line, 
rapidly reorganized their ranks, 
at great costs during the ftrst days, 
we permit the workers of .the rear- 



guard to augment still greater their 
war production. 

By resisting we permit the 
hundreds of new combatants that 
enlist in the Army to learn to 
handle the arms and to learn the 
art of warfare. 

By resisting we galvanize the 
spirit of resistance of all the people 
and makes them capable of the 
greatest sacrifices, and at the same 
time raises the sympathy of the 
whole world for our Cause which 
will help to stay the hand of the 
foreign invader. 

By resisting we give confidence 
to the. popular masses of the Spain 
subjected by Franco, who are also 
fighting against oppression and 
the invader. 

The slogan advanced by the Go- 
vernment of the National, Union to 
resist “till the last drop of blood”, 
has been firmly applied by our 
fighters It is only because they 
know for what they are fighting. 
They are fighting for the liberty 
and independence of Spain. They 
are fighting against the foreigners 
who want to, rob them of their 
riches and their land. 

All the free peoples of Spain are 
mobilizing at the front and in the 
rear, because they know that with 
this conflict is being determined 
their job. bread, peace, the future 
and well-being of their children. 

The victory of Franco would 
mean for them misery and jail, it 
would mean the return of the 
“sehoritos” and the “caciques” 
(land-boss) in addition to the boot 
of the foreign oppressor : it would 
not be the end of the war but the 
beginning of a new and dreadful 
massacre in which the sons of the 
Spanish people would serve as 
cannon-fodder for the greater glo- 
ry of Mussolini and Hitler. 

It is for this reason that before 
new and greater threats of fascist 
victories, a people proud of its nat- 
ional traditions rises with ever in- 
creasing energy, with magnificent 
heroism and invincible will, for its 
liberty and independence. 




REPUBLICAN SENTRY 
CENTINELA 

It is this elevated political con- 
science which makes our Army 
strong, Arm of the people, who 
made possible the “miracles” of the 
defense of Madrid, the capture of 
Teruel, which permitted the resis- 
tance at the Ebro and other places, 
smashing the enemy and which is 
preparing today for the victories 
of tomorrow. 

Those who are at the head of 
the_se epochal struggles, are the belt 
sons of the people. 

Carpenters, steel workers, pea- 
sants with the most loyal. Profea- 
sional officials now command the 
largest units of the Spanish Popu- 
lar Army. * 

Just as during the Great French 
Revolution, all our soldiers carry 
in their pockets the highest ranks, 
if they wish to earn them. 

These are the men of the peo- 
ple. the glory and the hope of His- 
tory and of Humanity'. 

It is with these men, and thanks 
to united forces of all, that Repu- 
blican Spain victoriously resist* 
today in order to attack tomorrow 
and destroy the enemy. 

Our confidence in victory is in- 
tact just as in the epic days of Ma- 
drid, Jarama, Guadalajara, Brune- 
te, Belchite and Teruel, 
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IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



After a8 months of war the Spa- 
nish Republican Army was strong 
enough to take Teruel last mid- 
winter. The victory was claimed 
in some quarters to mean the rapid 
or immediate end of the war. Since 
then we have met the overwhel- 
ming fascist attacks cf March and 
April ; and now onee agsin the ini- 
tiative lies with the Republic. 

The present offensive has achie- 
ved success and other offensives 
will follow. But the events of the 
present half vear should remind 
us how much lies between the des- 
perate little -organised resistance 
of the Spanish people in Kj;t6, and 
the successful, organised, final 
counter-offensives which we have 
to achieve before the fascists are 
driven out cf Spain. We may be 
quite sure that the latter is going 
to take time to complete, and that 
they will not go through without 
occasional setbacks. In short, this 
war mav not be won in weeks or 
even a few months. It is likely to 
%<: a long war, and we have to pull 
n our belts and face up to that 



In the leng run. what are the 
factors on each side? Franco, we 
know, is short of men. Seven hun- 
dred of them, captured recently, 
were described by an eye-witness 
as being less wdl-clcthed than our- 
selves. Meanwhile the increased 
numbers and increased control of 
the Italians and Germans is obvio- 
usly alarming the Spanish fascists, 
and there is definite news of figh- 
ting in their rear. To match that 
we have a united Governuitut and 
the resistance put up by the whole 
people to the recent offensives. 
Internationally the prospect of ob- 
taining arms gets better and the 
Spanish factories turn out more 
and more. Unless all our political 
beliefs are mistaken — and the 
existence of the U. S. S. R. seems 
to rule out that possibility — his- 
tory is on our side. But since his- 
tory moves slowly in relation to 
men’s lives, it is unlikely, even 
after two years, that this will l>e 
a short war, and militarily we have 
still many things to learn in order 
to win the final battle. 

COMRADE CLIVE. 



Franco's hopes again dei>end 
upon the Moorish troops, who can- 
not have patriotic feelings, and 
least of all Spanish sentiments. 
The « generalissimo * has created 
the * Moorish Invalid Corps » gran- 
ting them magnificent advanta- 
ges. 

It is convenient to point out in 
this respect that the Spanish in- 
valids who fought in his armies 
enjoy » the monthly pension of 
one hundred pesetas, but in order 
to give them some sort of moral 
satisfaction he calls them « Gent- 
lemen Invalids*. The pension gran- 
ted to his Moorish mercenaries 
runs to five times as much. 

* 

* * 

News from Gibraltar says that so 
soldiers of Franco’s army have 
succeeded in crossing the rebel 
lines by La Lfnea, into British 
territory. They have freely stated 
that they ran away from the rebel 
zone to take part *■ without losing 
any more time * in the battle for 
the freedom of their country and 
to put an end to the ltaLo-Gennaii 
domination in Spain. Their desire 
is to leave immediately for Bar- 
celona. 

* 

. * * 

An enormous impression has been 
caused in San Sebastian by the 
fact that two ladies of high social 
rank, the Marchioness of Santo 
Domingo and the Countess of Los 
Villares. have b<en heavily fined, 
without the reasons being made 
known. 

Later it was ascertained that 
in a conversation maintained bet- 
ween the two ladies, the Marchio- 
ness of Santo Domingo said that 
c when the reds abandoned her 
residence in San Sebastian, after 
they had taken it over for offices, 
she did not miss even a single 
sheet, and the present occu]>aiits 
had left nothing but the bare 
walls. 9 By present occupants she 
meant the Italians who had esta- 
blished a hospital in the palace. 

The Countess of Los Villares ad- 
ded in the course of the conversa- 
tion that she had made intensive 
investigations to find the wherea- 
bouts of her Rolls- Royce, which 
had been stolen, and finally had 
seen it with an Italian registration, 
at the Service of a high Italian offi- 
cer at present stationed in Spain *. 

She added that she did not dare 
io file a protest. 

Both comments were conside- 
red as dec-ply * defeatist * and 
caused the imposition of heavy 
fines which the ladies had to pay 
to a tie legate of Martinez Anido 




who is more of a box collector 
than weeper of the Public Order. 



The * national * airmen at Fran- 
co's service do not know the Spa- 
nish language. They need inter- 
preters and translators speaking 
German and Italian. That is the 
reason why the newspaper. ♦ He- 
raldo de Aragon ■> in one of the 
latest issues publishes an ordtr 
signed bv the Director of the Na- 
tional Ordinance for the appoint- 
ment of thirty interpreters of Ita- 
lian and < German for service in the 
aerodromts controlled by the in- 
surgents. 



Several weeks ago a certain per- 
son arrived in Barcelona from re- 
bel territory with the aim of acting 
as Franco's agent in our rear. He 
was sent by the rebel Minister of 
the Interior, General Anido. 

After a thorough investigation 
the police succeeded in locating 




the rebel agent and, furthermore, 
in discovering some of his activi- 
ties against the Republic. 

After obtaining absolutely re- 
liable proof of his activities the 
police arrested him, and his arrest 
brought about that of other per- 
sons, over jo in all. who were in 
close contact with him. 

The investigation disclosed that 
Branco's agent came to Loyalist 
Spain with the idea of forming se- 
veral groups who were to organize 
personal assaults, hold-ups, acts 
of salxnage and any other distur- 
bances that might cause a state 
of alarm and have a demoralizing 
effect on tin civilian population. 

All those arrested, among whom 
are some very prominent persons, 
have been formally accused Ik- fore 
the High Treason and Espionage 
Tribunal. At the same time the 
broadcasting set with which they 
kept in touch with the insurgents 
has lie eii seized by the police. 

The Minister of the Interior, don 
Paulino Gomez Saiz, has congra- 
tulated the ageuts who carried out 
this important .service. 



act. 




UKRAINIAN YOUTH of the Mac-Pap Battalion 
jOVENES UKRANIOS del Batall6n Mac-Pap 



■IT SQUAWKED 
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A few days ago news was publi- 
shed of the arrest of an individual 
in whose possession were found 
many" valuable jewels. The valua- 
tion of said jewels by experts 
shows that the present cost would 
be in the neighborhood of 50 mi- 
llion pesetas. 



The General Administrator of 
b'ood Supplies lias declared that 
the Government, with the com- 
plete assent of the producers, has 
commandeered the whole of the 
potato crop, which will be distri- 
buted in substantial portions to the 
civilian population. 

At the same time it is made pu- 
blic that all private transactions 
are prohibited, and therefore all 
military or civil institutions arc 
warned not to buy potatoes be- 
cause the whole crop has already 
been acquired by the Government. 



As donations for the Childrens' 
Public Dining Halls are constantly 
coming i n , the Department of 
Economy has decided to open a 
special account in the Bank of In- 
dustrial and Commercial Credit, 
where these donations will be re- 
ceived. 



Many cinema buildings will be 
remodelled as Childrens* Dining 
HalLs. The enthusiasm of the peo- 
ple is such that in some districts 
the parents have gone in mass to 
^nter their children's names. 



On Monday, May 30, sbetv more 
economical restaurants of class «B* 
were opened and two of Class «A*. 
These new restaurants will be si- 
tuated all over the city. 



The following item was given in 
the weekly broadcast entitled *. 
* Work in the Fields ». 

In its campaign to provide gro- 
wers with seeds, the Ministry of 
Agriculture has decided to buy 
all the early wheat seeds produ- 
ced in Spain for free distribution 
among tne planters. 



W T T « 

OVERHEARD IN BARCELONA 




— Why do they stick (paper on 
the windows? 

— Just a safety measure. 

— But surety that won't keep 
out the burglars? 




SOLDIERS OF THE LINCOLN-WASHINGTON BATTALION 
getting ready for gun Inspection 

SOLDADOS DEL BATALL0N LINCOLN-WASHINGTON 
prepar&ndose para la Inspeccl6n de fuslles 
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Early wheat is magnificently 
adapted for plantations along the 
East coast, especially around Va- 
lencia. due to the fact that it co- 
mes to maturity two months ahead 
of other types if it is planted in 
the early months of the autumn. 

By planting early wheat the 
grower will be able to gather the 
crop, immediately afterwards plant 
a crop of beans, and end up the 
year by planting potatoes. 

* 

* * 

The Valencia Provincial Com- 
mittee of the People's Front has 
addressed a manifesto to the rice 
planters, calling upon them to do 
their duty. Their work is of great 
importance for the economic stan- 
ding of the nation, especially now 
that the planting season is in full 
swing. 

Laborers who had been called 
to the army have been granted 25 
days more in Hie fields, so that they 
can cooperate in tlie work of plan- 
ting ana thus assure an abundant 
crop. Aged laborers have also been 
called upon to lend their experien- 
ce and assistance to the younger 
men. 

* Any other work mnst be tem- 
porarily abandoned 1, says the ma- 
nifesto, * In order to win this most 
important battle, the battle of the . 
rice fields 1. 

* For the Republic and the inde- 
pendence of Spain I * 



Trials for the use and adapta- 
tion of a new gasometer fed with 
charcoal, and applied to a truck 
with gasoline motor have been 
carried out by the Technical Ser- 
vices of the Forestry Institute of 
Investigation and Experiments. 

The trials were made over a 
route of 314 kilometers, from Bar- 
celona to La Tunquera and return, 
and the result have proved very 



satisfactory. The fule consumption 
was 51 kilos of charcoal per 100 
kilometers, a speed of Si K. P. H. 
was reached with a full load, and 
an average speed of 30 K. P. H. 
was maintained. The cost of the 
charcoal for the journey was only 
25 pesetas while that of gasoline 
would have been 118 pesetas for 
the same distance. Moreover, the 
charcoal is a product of Spain. 

Sr. Li Mo, the well-known engi- 
neer, has received many congratu- 
lations ou the successful trials and 
it is probable that many gasome- 
ters will be adapted to service 
trucks. 



In the first meeting of theC.N.T.- 
U. G. T. Liaison Committee of Car- 
tagena, the following proposals 
were adopted by a majority and 
later approved unanimously in a 
public meeting : 

To establish the ten hour day 
and suppression of all holidays, in- 
cluding Sundays, in all the war in- 
dustries where this agreement 
might be feasible. 

To intensify the propaganda to 
reestablish the Political Commis- 
sars in the Naval Base in Carta- 
gena and all its dependencies. 

To transfer to the Naval Bast* 
all the food provision problems of 
the district. 

To incorporate women in the 
different work in the rear. 

To e purge * the Central Trade 
Union Organizations and see that 
those expelled are not readnutted 
into other antifascist organiza- 
tions. 

To suppress all superflpus work 
and incorporate the workers in 
other tasks related with the war. 

To inform the Prime Minister 
of the agreements adopted by the 
Federation of Metal Workers, so 
that he may know the problems 
and the solutions proposed by 
workers with the object of inten- 



sifying the production of war ma- 
terial. 

* * * 

Don Angel Ossorio y Gallardo 
left recently for France ou his way 
to Argentina to take up his post as 
Ambassador of the Spanish Repu- 
blic- 

* 

* • 

Since July 19, 1936 the follo- 
wing applications have been made 
for entry in the list of cooperatives 
of the Ministry' of Labor : 



Agricultural cooperatives. . 2, 338 
Consumers cooperatives . . 680 

Workers and mixed coope- 
ratives 230 

Total 3,248 



Some 3,000 of these applications 
have been accepted. 

* 

* * 

The Mayor of the city of Ma- 
drid has published an edict foV the 
regulation of traffic for vehicles 
and pedestrians, in accordance 
with the .special difficulties occa- 
sioned by the constant artillery 
fire from en£my batteries against 
the city. 

Citizens arc recommended to use 
side-walks protected from the di- 
rect fire of the enemy. 

The jiarking of vehicles outside 
cafes, theatres, etc., is forbidden 
under heavy penalties. 



On May 14, a Government or- 
der was published calling for the 
issuing ol special stamps for sub- 
marine maik which has to be resor- 
ted to in cases where it is impossi- 
ble to maintain postal communi- 
cations by any other method. 

The stamps have already been 
printed in six different colors, but 
the date of their issues has not yet 
been fixed. 

Atlhough submarines have been 
used for carrying mail at various 
times, and especially during the 
Great War, this is in all probabi- 
lity the first occasion on which 
special stamps have been issued 
for this method of transit. 



The Madrid newspaper, I'oht'na, 
( Continued on pagei2 ) 
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SYMPTOMS 0 F CIVILIZATION 




— What's that noise? 

— That’ll be the eight thirty 
bomb, sir, going off a bit before time. 





IS 
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published recently the following 
item : 

The « guerrilleros » of Extrema- 
dura are showing extraordinary 
activity as is proved by the fact 
that in one month they have blown 
up eight enemy trains loaded with 
men and material. 

* * 

A Government decree dated 
May 23, provides for the construc- 
tion of 16 bomb-proof shelters in 
Barcelona harbor and eight refu- 
ges in Valencia harbor. The total 
cost of these works will exceed 
six million pesetas. 

* 

* * 

The Collectivized Metal Indus- 
try is at present manufacturing ^o 
threshing machines for the Minis- 
try of Agriculture. They will be 
ready in time for the grain crop 
this au,tumn. 

The tlneshing machines are 
being almost entirely^ built from 
raw materials produced in Spain. 
Some 50 specialized workers are 
employed in manufacturing them. 

* 

* * 

A recent Government decree 
granted an extraordinary credit 
of 600,000 pesetas for the installa- 
tion of a « multiplex # telegraphy 
system on a single wire between 
Barcelona, Valencia and Madrid. 
The wire will be able to carry ten 
messages simultaneously, but later, 
if It is found necessary, it can be 
modified so as to carry as many 
as thirty. 



The * multiplex » telegraphy sys- 
tem. which was i nven tea during 
the 1) resent war by two Spanish 
telegraph engineers, Lanuza and 
Carrasco, was first tried out on 
December 23rd. 1937. The experi- 
ments were repeated 011 January 
7 tli, 1938, with great success. It 
enables a far greater number of 
messages to be transmitted simul- 
taneously than any system hither- 
to used in other countries. 

In the present circumstances, 
with Catalonia cut off from the 
rest of Loyalist territory, the new 
system is destined to prove extre - 
mely useful in maintaining com- 
munications between Madrid, Va- 
lencia and Barcelona. 

* 

* * 

By Government Decree a Natio- 
nal Commitce for Aid to Spain has 
been recently formed. The func- 
tions of this Committee shall be : 

1 . To arouse and encourage 
aid for Spain in foreign countries 
and to maintain close contact with 
eorrespondingorganizations in each 
conutry. 

2. To organize propaganda in 
favor of the Spanish people in 
agreement with these competent 
bodies. 

3 . To act as an organ of liaison 
between the Department of the 
Spanish State and the Internatio- 
nal organizations helping Spain. 

4 . To see the wishes of the do- 
nators are in Iery way fulfilled. 

6. To propose whatever mea- 
sures it deems necessary to im- 
prove the movement for aiding 
Spain. 
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1 AL PRESIDENTE DEL CONSEJO DE LA GUERRA | 

1 Generalfslmo CHANG KAI CHEK I 

1 A los Jefes del Ejirclto. | 

§ A tod os los Comandantes de los guerrilleros. f 

I A todos los combatientes de todos los frentes. j 

1 Nuestro herolco EJ^rcito Naclonal Revoluclonarfo y las | 

| formaclones de guerrilleros antl-japoneses han puesto en jaque | 

I las tropas Japonesas en todas las lineas de fuego. | 

I Nuestra guerra de llberacibn, despuls de una defensa en- h 

1 carnlzada, entra en una fase de ataques vlctoriosos contra el | 

I enemlgo Invasor. § 

I A medida que se unen las fuerzas de nuestro pueblo, aumen- = 

§ tan y crecen sus fuerzas combatlvas. La victoria deflnltlva ser& I 

I nuestra. , , , t . . 1 

| Las notlclas de vuestras magnlffcas victorias llegan ftasta | 

i las trincheras de la Espafia Republicans, reaflrmando la segu- | 

I rldad y la esperanza en cl trlunfo final del pueblo espaAol, tan e 

1 grande y flero. , . 1 

| Los pueblos espanol y chino, estan ala vanguarf a del com- ^ 

I bate antifascists, luchan Juntos por sus Hbertades e Independen- | 

1 clas f por la paz y la Jlbertad de todos los pueblos. = 

I Nosotros, los voluntaries chinos, en los rangos del EJ^r- 

I elfo Popular Espanol, luchamos por la defense de la llbertad r 

1 y de la democracia del pueblo espaAol, que al mismo tlempo, f 

1 es la lucha por la causa de nuestra patrla. 

I Despubs de haber cumplldo nuestros deberes en Espafla, ^ 

I volveremos con vosotros para contlnuar la lucha en los campos | 

i de batalla de nuestro pals. | 

I Nuestros saludos fraternales de lucha a todos vosotros. | 

! Viva el Frente Uni-Nacional Antl-Japon^s. | 

| Viva el Ejlrclto Naclonal Revoluclonarlo chino. | 

| Viva la Republics china. § 

! Grupo de combatientes chinos de las | 

1 Brigadas Intemaclonales en Espafia. | 




Catalan, Cuban, American and Spanish youth of the Brigade 
Catalan, Cubano, Americano y juvenfud espafiola de la Brlgada 



La Juvenfud en Espafia, 

Por JOS£ BELLO 



Toda la juventud en Espafia y 
Cataluna, para garantia de nuestro 
triunfo, est& una parte ya en el 
f rente y la otra se apresta a liacer lo. 

La retaguardia tambien tiene 
en su seno a jbvenes qne respon- 
diendo al moraento y a las necesi- 
dades trabajan diez y doce horas, 
de una manera incansable para- 
asegurar de que de los talleres sal- 
gan todos los artfculos que nece- 
si ta el Ejbrcito y el armamento 
con el que ha de combatir. 

Tambibn puede constar nuestra 
causa, que toda la juventud del 
or be estl diariamente atenta a 
nuestra causa y correspond iendo 
en la medida que le es posible, al 
triunfo definitivo de nuestras ar- 
mas. 

Contra el energumeno Franco, 
fiel intbrprete de los crimenes y 
de la opresibn que tienen en sus 
paises Hitler y Mussolini, como 
manera de contener el movimiento 
deinocr&tico de sus pueblos, contra 
esos monstruos bdrbaros lucha 
toda la juventud espanola y a su 
lado la de todo el mundo. 

Vemos aqui, unidos en un solo 
pensamiento, ligados por su con- 
ciencia revolucionaria, guiados sblo 
por un ideal, a la juventud espa- 
nola, jbvenes catalanes, asturia- 
nos, castellanos, andaluces, arago- 
neses, valencianos, etc., que cora- 
prendiendo la necesidad del mo- 
mento, ganar la guerraX ponen con 
sus hermanos intemacionales un 
bloque granftico que como barrera 
infranqueable sirve para contener 
las hordas fascistas y hacerles fra- 
casar en sus planes. 

Aqui, jbvenes de todas las ten- 
dencias : socialistas, republicanos, 
comunistas y anarquistas y sin fi- 
liacibn, sblo recueraan su filiacibn 
cuando la causa lo exige, ya que 
representan el sentir de sus partiaos 
y como estos cooperan magnffica- 
mente todos a traves del Frente 
Popular en el logro de la libertad 
de Espafia, se les ve unidos en este 
solo afdn. 

Tambien hay en nuestra Brigada 
jovenes catalanes, pero uno de ellos 
me deefa como si hablase por todos. 

« Yo soy cristiano porque recibf 
esta educacion de mis padres y 
porque veo en ellos, en los precep- 
tos cristianos, nobleza y justa ne- 



cesidad de todos los horabres y 
hoy me hallo luchando en el Ejbr- 
cito Popular porque si Cristo pre- 
dic6 la bondaid, la virtud y la rai- 
se ri cord i a, quien asesina cobarde- 
raente a ninos, mujeres y ancionos, 
uien trata.de imponer el rbghnen 
e opresibn y de crimenes, como el 
que existfa en Espafia antes, v 
quien vende a nue.stra patria y 
nuestros hogares, por el hecho de 
continuar siendo traidor, estos 
tienen que ser enemigos de todo 
cristiano ». Podrd tener la coopera- 
cion de algunos * cristianos * ei ene- 
migo de Espafia, pero no son estos 
verdaderos cristianos sino merca- 
deres que comercian con las creen- 
cias y el sentimiento de una gran 
parte del pueblo espanol. 

Creo que hay en estas palabras 
todo el contenido sano de quien 
amando la libertad y concibibndola 
desde estos puntos de vista, con 
una visibn clara de quienes son sus 
enemigos. 

Porque ya hoy en Espafia todos 
y en todos los lugares nurando des- 
de el mismo punto de vista sabemos 
en un mismo grito quibn es el de 
la liberacion y el triunfo, gritos 
al unisono, con voz que trasciende 
a todos los Anibitos del mundo : 
j Abajo el fascismo I 
j Viva la democracia ! 




Taking It easy outside the ’’Chabola” 
Daacansando fuera de la "Chabola" 





EL VOLUNTARIO DE LA LIBERTAD 



IS 



BEHIND THEIR LINES 

By Harry Dobson 



Suddenly finding ourselves se- 
parated from our Battalion we 
immediately chose the best posi- 
tions for defense to prevent the 
fascists taking us prisoners. Lucki- 
ly we held them off until nightfall, 
when under cover of darkness we 
headed in the North Hast direc- 
tion. One of our men some distan- 
ce ahead acted as advance scout. 

The darkness had its disadvan- 
tages as well as advantages, this 
we soon learnt. Marching along a 
rugged cart track we were prompt- 
ly challenged by sentries on the 
outskirt oi town. We realized al- 
most too late that the town was 
occupied by the fascists. Our re- 
plies to the questioning of the sen- 
tries being unsatisfactory they 
ordered us to proceed. As we mar- 
ched toward the center of the 
town the advance scout asked a 
guard what brigade he was atta- 
ched to and received the reply 
* 107 Brigade, Saragossa *. This 
reply was extremely useful to us 
shortly afterwards. In whispers 
it was decided to slip through the 
guards and reform at a point a 
short distance away. One by one 
we slipped off the road stepping 
over tiie reclining and sleeping 
bodies of several hundred fascists. 
It was day light when we reformed 
and much too close to the town 
to feel comfortable. Several times 
we were challenged by enemy pa- 
trols and macliine gun outposts. 
We replied * Brigada cieiito v 
siete, Zaragoza, patrulla ». One 
of the comrades when challenged 
merely replied, « Italiano ». This 
he was able to 4o because we were 
confronted with Moorish, Italian 
and German troops. 

From that moment we avoided 
all roads and took to the liills. 
Loaded with auununtiou, arms and 
packs, it was hard going climbing 
Up steep peaks, sliding down deep 
gullies, and walking through thick 
bushes and trees. 

Several days later we encoun- 
tered a fascist battalion. We were 
hiding in a chimp of bushes when 
the battalion in single file walked 
directly toward us to turn within 



a few yards along a narrow track. 
We had already prepared oursel- 
ves in case we were observed. Ri- 
fles were cocked and bombs con- 
veniently at our side. Fascists in 
this battalion broke into even' 
house in the valley and proudly 
showed each other articles they 
had stolen. Those on mules carried 
sheep and boasted of the swell 
dinner they would have at the 
expense of the «reds*. Others 
were impatient to move to the 
next village because in the words 
of one * to have a good time with 
the red skirts ». 

We would not be here now were 
it not for the peasants. They gave 
us wine, nuts and sometimes eggs 
on our journey. We hid for a whole 
day at the home of one of the pea- 
sants who misled enemy patrols 
close on our heels. They gave us 
valuable information, whereabouts 
of the fascists, easiest direction to 
follow. There were tears in tlieir 
eyes as we insisted they accept a 
little present, a pen, alittle tobacco, 
a photograph set. 

Every day we were sniped at. 
We finally reached our objective, 
the enemy first line. There we dis- 
covered their password was <• Mo- 
ro » and the answer * allah arribas *> 
We held a short « Council of War •>, 
decided where to break through 
and the tactics to adopt. After a 
short but fierce struggle at close 
quarters we broke through. A few 
liouis later we reached the F,bro 
and 'in crossing we used logs to 
assist those who couldn't swim. 
Now we are back and looking for- 
ward eagerly to retracing our steps 
and meet the fascists on more 
equal terms. A comrade was talking 
to his mates around the camp fire 
and was relating his experiences in 
trying to reach Loyalist territory 
after being cut off with a few others 
of his battalion by the flanking 
movement of the enemy. It was 
a story simply told but brought 
out the determination to endure 
privation if necessary, and a de- 
sire for preparedness to fight to a 
finish to regain our comrades. 
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- a 

1 Professor Federico de Onis of Columbia University (New § 

| York) — one of the most important centers of learning in the § 

2 U. S. A. — has addressed a letter to his friends, the poet Antonio | 

5 Machado and Professor Tomas Navarro Tomas, both of whom | 

| have from the be ginning staunchly defended the cause of the Spanish § 

| people. In his letter Prof . Onis declares his support of the people. | 

| We reproduce below the entire letter . | 

| Prof . Onis is one of the most prominent scholars in Hispanic f 

| research and study . He was professor in Oviedo University and | 

| his collaboration in the Center of Historic Research in Madrid | 

| has been noteworthy. Twenty years ago he accepted an invitation | 

| to go to America and was appointed to a chair at Columbia Uni- | 

| versity. Besides his magnificent work at Columbia, he has also f 

| distinguished himself in the Hispanic Institute of Columbia Uni- | 

1 versity. From his professor* s chair, in the lecture hall, and in lite - | 

| rature , Onis has contributed in a wonderful manner to the know- § 

| ledge of our cultural values throughout America. I 

| His letter is as follotvs : | 

§ Columbia University, | 

| New York, 15th April 1938. | 

| To Antonio Machado and Tomas Navarro Tomas. | 

| Dear Friends : \ 

| I have followed from afar, from the place where destiny pia- | 

| ced me some twenty years ago, your efforts and those of other f 

i Spanish intellectuals, who in this mighty and dramatic hour § 

| have simply done their duty. I have followed them with admira- | 

| tion and deep sympathy. And I say so now, to let you know | 

| that there is at least one more who is on your side in these | 

| trying times, I 

| My duty has kept me here in this North American university | 

| attending to my lectures and developing cultural relations bet- | 

| ween the United States, Spanish America, and the Sephardic | 

| Jews through the Hispanic Institute of Columbia University. The § 

§ very essence of this work — a work of understanding and unity § 

| of the most liberal sort — has kept me apart from the actual | 

| war, which is to my eyes, since I am accustomed to historic | 

| outlook, the same war that Spain has undergone for the last | 

| four hundred years. When commemorating the death of Eras- | 

| mus, I delivered a lecture on the Spain of 1535, and evety word 1 | 

I then said could be applied to the Spain of 1936. The wave of | 

| reaction that was unloosed then drowned the buds of a pro- | 

| gressive and liberal modern Spain. | 

| When speaking on another occasion to the Sephardic Jews | 

§ of New York, 1 was able to explain that their exile from Spain | 

I was due to narrow-minded Germanic ideas In Europe, which | 

| were absolutely alien to the broad and tolerant mind of Spain | 

I of the Middle Ages. f 

i In speaking every day of the year on Cervantes from my I 

| seat In the University, of our theatre, of our mystics, of the PI- | 

| caresque Novel, of Quevedo, Jovellanos, Larra, Galdos and even | 

i of America, 1 always find myself face to face with the latent tra- | 

I gedy of our people, which from the XVll Century has manifes- | 

| ted itself in a series of civil wars, In which under different names | 

l and outward appearances, identical things and similar names | 

| repeat themselves, with such similarity that one Is even led to f 

| believe that the present actors are not moved by their own will | 

| but by that of their ancestors. | 

1 I have lived the war in my place and in my way, always = 

1 surrounded by its painful pangs, awaiting an impossible peace. § 

| I am not a politician now, nor shall ever be one. The principal i 

1 reason I left Spain long ago, was my dislike for the official Spain, f 

| so that away from it and free, 1 could feel my solidarity with | 

i the positive values of our people. This 1 have done $0 far and = 

| this 1 will continue to do in the future. But as my separation | 

= from the Spanish struggle might be wrongly interpreted, l want 1 

| to make public, through you both, once and for all, my personal | 

I position, which is the following : | 

| Although I am not a politician, 1 am, 1 have been and al- | 

| ways will be a man who places liberty, democracy, and social | 

1 justice above everything else. I have never made a declaration | 

| of sympathy to any political party, either during the Monarchy | 

i or the Republic. But in these critical moments for a Government | 

| which under abnormal and trying conditions succeeded in orga- | 

§ nizing a heroic people who are dying for the ideals that are also | 

| my ideals, I consider it my duty to declare my complete and | 

| absolute solidarity with that people and their Government. I 

| After this, dear friends, if the Government wins, I shall re- f 

§ turn to my total independence and separation from all political | 

| activity ; yet should the Government be beaten, I shall follow | 

| your fortune and suffer my part for sharing their ideals. No one = 

| is able to tell what the future of the world and of our ideals will 

1 be ; yet happen what may, l shall always be a firm believer in 5 

| liberty, justice, and democracy, and will never sympathize with 

| the systems known as ‘ totalitarian ) which are trying to des- 

| troy these three principles. : 

Yours sincerely, FEDERICO DE ONIS, | 



SHARPSHOOTER. — TIRADOR CERTERO 
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JOHN GOLLAN 
VISITS BRIGADE 

n y DAVID QUEST 



{Disparad contra los avioncs! 

{ Por grupos ! 




When a short time ago tJie Bri- 
tish Battalion was visited by Johnny 
Gollan, the leader of the British 
Young Communists, it was not 
only the members of the \. C. L. 
who were glad to welcome him. 
Gollan is welcomed in tar wider 
circles than the Y. C. L-, as the 
outstanding leader .of British 
youth, and there is no doubt that 
both the Youth Charter of the 
British Youth Peace Assembly and 
the chuilar youth programme of 
the T. U. C. owe their primary 
inspiration to him. 

After speaking to the whole 
Battalion on the most recent deve- 
lopments in the political situation in 
Britain. Johnny agreed to hold a 
special meeting with the younger 
comrades in the Battalion. But it 
must be confessed that quite a num- 
ber of comrades gate-crashed this 
meeting on bogus age-limit pre- 
texts, claiming that for this purpo- 
se at any rate thev belonged to the 
youth. 

The purpose of the meeting was 
to answer those questions which 
we were asking so eagerly about 
the development of the youth mo- 
vement in Britain. First and fore- 
most the question of unity. What 
developments were taking place in 
the work between the Young Com- 
munist League and the Labour Lea- 
gue of Youth? What success was 
attending the efforts of the newly 
formed Youth Peace Alliance to 
cause the younger generation of 
Britain on the issue of Spain and 
Democracy ? 

To all these questions and many 
more Johnny replied with the ut- 
most patience, and in a manner 
that brought the situation vividly 
home to us. He was particularly 
encouraging about the development 
of the “Youth Peace Alliance” 
and youth “popular front” embrac- 
ing the League of Nations Youth, 
Young Communists, Young La- 
bour, Young Liberals. 

The meeting ended only as dark- 
ness drew on and we felt that a 
speaker who had been on the go all 
day ought to rest sometime. But a 
bit later when the camp fires were 



lit and comrades were singing in 
groups round the camp, Johnny 
came round to take messages home 
and chat with individual comra- 
des.. 

Before leaving he discussed with 
a few of us, by special request, 
the problems in the work of young 
Activists in lih Army. He was 
able to give us a fine instance of 
his ability to sum up an altogether 
new type of concrete situation, and 
give us really helpful advice in 
conditions so different from those 
of the movement at home. 



Company One 
Mac-Paps 

It was a year ago this month the 
first company was formed. For a 
while it was the only company in 
the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. 
The Washington Battalion had left 
for tlie front, and a handful of 
Americans and Canadians were 
left in Tarazona. Most of these 
had arrived in Spain a couple of 
weeks previously, experiencing 
their first taste of fascism in armed 
aggression. 

Joe Dallet was introduced to us 
as the commissar of the new Bat- 
talion. A few days later Bob Mer- 
riman was introduced to us as the 
commander. Joe Gibbons who has 
now become famous in the whole 
Battalion was the first commissar 
of Company One, and Bob Thomp- 
son who later became Battalion 
commander, was our Company 
commander. 

The Company spent the whole of 
last summer training hard at ma- 
noeuvres, thus developing a well 
trained military unit It was here 
that Dave Doran, who afterwards 
became commissar of the . Brigade, 
received his first training. 

When Bob Merriman left the 
Battalion, Bob Wheeler a Jarama 
veteran, became our Company com- 
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XXI CUERPO DE EJfiRCITO 

ORDEN GENERAL DEL DIA i 
DE HOY (1 de junio de 1938). 

Art. 3.° El Jefe del Sector en Orden General del dfa I de 
junio me dice : J 

« Con motlvo de haber sido abatldo un avidn Itallano, a las 16 | 

boras de ayer que cay6 Jncendlado a la altura del kildmetro 37 | 

de la carretera de Linares, demostrando por ello el entusiasmo | 

por la Causa, serenldad y cap&cidad tecnica de las fuerzas de su I 

mando, se Jnserta en la Orden de hoy la fellcltacldn justa y sin- f 

cera del Jefe del Cuerpo de Ejfrctto a la que uno la mia, muy | 

sincera, dirlgida al Grupo Cerlikdn n.° 3 y a los antiavlonlstas | 

de la 129 Brigada, Inclt&ndoles a seguir por este < amino como | 

ejemplo de eficacia ante todos los defensores de la Espafia Leal. § 

Dese cuenta en oficlo personal a los afectados personalmente | 
por esta feUcitacitin. 4 f 

v Como Jefe de 1 a 129 Brigada, me complazco en fellcltar a I 

tod as las tropas de mi mando y especialmente al Grupo de An- | 

tiavionistas del Primer Batalldn DJmitroff, asi como al Grupo | 

de Anti-tanques de la Brigada por su excelente actuacldn y por i 

el entusiasmo con que ban combat Ido contra la avladdn extran- f 

jera, Incit&ndoles a seguir dando ejemplo de serenldad para con £ 

ello demostrar c6mo es poslble hacer caer a tlerra los aparatos 
facclosos. > i 






Reminiscences of 
a Quartermaster 

The job of Section Quartermas- 
ter which I held until recently was 
more wished on me than wished 
for. It would have been much more 
pleasant if some comrades would 
know when they have had enough 
instead of coming back for <> fifths * 
and « sixths *. But being a quarter- 
master at a base camp differs from 
being a quartermaster at the front. 

On the .River Ebro, our section 
was on a quiet part of the front 
and the Intendencia apparently 
thought we could be left to our 
own devices. Surprisingly enough, 
our section fed better than for a 
long time under these conditions. 
In fact we had fried chips regularly 
on the menu. With bread and \ mo, 
we have had many a feast in the 
empty village church where we 
quartered. 

One night, digging potatoes in 
the front line, we heard the sound 
of approaching men. We challen- 
ged the oncomers. No, it was not 
the fascists, only some British boys 
on the same errand as us. The first 
question they asked * ft What about 
lending us your spade? » 

For some time m that village we 
went all Spanish, drinking out of 
the vino bags, etc. 

I think our teniente, Arthur Ni- 
eoll, enjoyed himself most He 
spent his time cultivating potatoes, 
cauliflowers, and beans. These were 
regularly inspected by the night 
patrol and received plenty of wa- 
tering. The day we got orders to 
move, Arthur and Victor Robilard, 
our stretcher-bearer, dug up alj 
the spuds and took them along. 

So you see that while the quar- 
termaster is the most maligned man 
in the section, he has his moments. 
He is the first up in the morning 
and the last to bed. 

GEORGE BAKER 

(RHONDDA) 






mander, Thompson taking over the 
Battalion. 

On September Qth. iq 37. when 
the Battalion left for the front the 
Prin iera Company was ready to do 

its stuff. 

* 

By a Member of the 1st 
Company 





Barcelona, 9 de junio de 1938 
TELEGRAMA 

Al Comandante y al Comlsario 129 

Brigada Internadonal. 

En nombre Jefes, ComlsarJos, 
soldados, Brig ad as Internaclonales 
Zona catalana, envlamos caluroso 
saludo y felfcitaddn a herolcos 
combatlentes 129 Brigada y Baterla 
Internadonal que en el frente Le- 
vante codo a codo bermanos espa- 
fioles resten encamlzadamente, con- 
tratacan y rechazan tropas de In- 
vasldn extranjera. 

Bandera de la solldarldad Inter- 
nadonal tenlda por vosotros grad as 
vuestra unldad, vuestra discipline, 
vuestro valor en los sectores de 
lispafia Central conocer* todavla 
y slempre nuevos herofsmos y glo- 
ria Imperecedera. 

MARTI - GALLO 
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The Commissariat of the International Brigades has recently received the 
above gift of one hundred magnificent wrist watches from American Aid 
to Republican Spain organizations. The Commissar-Inspector of the I, B. 
has decided to distribute the wrist watches, after proposals have been re- 
ceived by the Commissars, among the best combatants of our lnter- 

tlonal Brigades 

El Comlsariado de las Brlgadas Internaclonales acaba de reclblr un regalo 
de cien magnfflcos relojes de pulsera de las organlzaclones amerlcanas de 
Ayuda a Espafia RepubMcana. Es una nueva manlfestac!6n de la slmpatfa 
y del agradeclmlento que en todos los pafses del mundo Ievanta la lucha 
herolca que llevamos aquf en Espafia en defensa de la Hbertad y de la de- 
mocracla. El Comlsario Inspector ha decldldo distrlbulr estos relojes, 
sobre proposlclones de los Comlsarlos, entre los mejores combatlerttes de 
nuestras Brlgadas Internaclonales que estaran orgullosos de poder 

llevar tan preclosa y alta dlstlncldn 

I — — — 
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SPANISH FOLK SONGS OF THE WAR 



Frontiers that divide the people, 

Soon we’ll tear apart. 

The masses speak a thousand tongues — 

But have one heart. 

For the workers no boasting Fatherlands, 

Only freedom and peace, 

So that through peace and freedom 
All may find release. 

History follows a single road, 

Led by the masses forsooth — 

Although our-Iearned historians 
Lie about the truth. 

The men sing as they work. 

The women sing at their tasks. 

All the World is singing 
When the people are fTee at last. 

But silent now the guitar 
And the jota aragones. 

First comes the International, 

Then the Marseillaise. 

Red with the people’s blood 

From the bombs of the enemy’s raids. 

Our flags are blooming like flowers 
On freedom’s barricades. 

Girl of the People’s Army, 

Do not be jealous of me 
If to my heart 1 take 
Both you and Liberty. 

Translated by 
LANGSTON HUGHES. 
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FOOLS AND FIRE-ARMS "orders are orders” 



Everybody is familiar with the 
idiot who fools around with fire- 
arms on the pretext that he is in- 
terested in the Imechanism, and 
every sensible soldier, if he can't 
shut the fellow up, gets a long way 
away. In the idiot's hands rifles 
and revolvers are dangerous, hand 
grenades a positive menace. Such 
a man was once seen trying to dis- 
cover the inner secrets of an unfa- 
miliar type of grenade he had 
picked up. When mass pressure was 
exerted to make turn leave the 
thing alone, he flew into a huff 
and tossed the bomb on to the 
ground a few yards away. Fortu- 
nately for everybody the bomb 
stayed quiet. 

It is less idiocy than lack of 
imagination that makes men try 
out their guns for this purpose or 
that without first making sure 
that there can be 110. uncomforta- 
ble consequences. During a recent 
action, a soldier began testing his 
gun. against a cliff face. It seemed 
quite safe to him, and so far as 
his choice of target was concerned, 
it was * What he failed to foresee 
was that the enemy, who could 
hear his shots, might be provoked 
into giving return fire. 

Sometimes in the sort of wide 
open spaces where the Brigade 
takes up a rest or reserve position 
men test their guns, secure in the 
belief that the space will swallow 
their bullets as the whale swallo- 
wed Jonah. Sometimes, a little 
further off in the same wide lands- 
cape, soldiers or peasants will be 
startled by the whistle of bullets 
flying over their heads. Every 
bullet, wherever it is fired, carries 
death until it stops. Before guns 
are tested, it should first be esta- 



blished that it is safe to test them, 
not forgetting the possibilities of 
ricochet. In the event of a tasty 
grouse being sighted on the moun- 
tain side, greed should be sternly 
curbed. We need our bullets for 
the fascists. 

MILES 



Every soldier, from the ranker 
upwards, carries his share of res- 
ponsibility, which is enough for 
one. In the old days you would 
hear men arguing the merits of 
an order before deciding to carry 
it out. Now that the men know 
they are part of an efficient figh- 
ting force, and arrive at Brigade 
with a military rather than an 



individualist outlook, no one need 
tire himself out by assuming a 
responsibility that has been dele- 
gated to others. Thus the Army 
is saved much unnecessary effort 
and the effect of our victories is 
more far-reaching than the heroic 
but hairbreadth successes of the 
past. 




BRITISH BATTALION on the move. Sam Wilde, battalion commander, second from right. 
BATALL6N INGLCS EN MARCHA. El Comandante del Batalldn Sam Wilde (segundo de la derecha) 
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OLD TIMERS. Ray Steele, killed at 
Brunete, behind the gun. 

VETERANOS. Ray Steele, muerto en 
Brunete. detr&s de la ametralladora. 




FEEDIN’ the gun. 
COM1DA para ftos faschtas. 




FORMER New York University 
students. 

GRUPO DE estudlantes de. la Uni- 
venidad de Nueva York. 




FASCIST STAFF HQ. Note Falangist 
emblem on upper wall In center. 

ESTADO MAYOR de los fasclstas. 
Mteac el emblema falanglsta en la 
pared del centro. arriba. 




MAC-PAP FLOATS on May Day. Launched from battalion position on 
the Ebro to sail down the river In full view of the fascists, who poured 

fire at the slogans. ' 

FLOTAS DE LOS Mac-Paps en el dfa Prlmero de Mayo. Echado al agua 
en la poslcldn del Batalldn. en el Ebro, al hacerse a la vela del rlo. en 
plena vista de los fasclstas. qulenes les tlrotearon. 




TRENCH SCENE on the Ebro. 
ESCENA DE LA frinchera a lo largo del Ebro. 




GROUP OF Spanish comrades of the 
Llncoln-Washlngton Battalion. 
GRUPO DE camaradas espanolea 
del Batall6n Lincoln- Washington. 




ANTI-TANK gun ready for action. 
CA NON ANTI-TANQUE preparade 
para la accldn. 




TRANSMISSION men of the Brigade. 
TRANSMISlONiSTASde la Brlgada. 




GROUP OF Greek comrades in the 
15th Brigade. 

GRUPO DE camaradas grlegos de 
la 15 Brlgada. 
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“TO RESIST WAS AND IS THE PATH TO VICTORY “ 

Affirm* Negrin in Madrid Radio Broadcast 



(The jollowin g is the speech delivered by Dr. Juan 

Negrin, In we Minister of the Spanish Republic, 

on Saturday evening, June iS from Madrid). 

From tli is magnificent Madrid which, since it 
has become the symbol of the struggle for the inde- 
pendence oi the 1 atherland and against foreign 
invasion has twice in little more than a century 
won the right to be called the capital of the peoples 
of Spain, a city which ever since its entry 
in historv has 'known how to couple deep 
feeling and firmness in a magnificent con- 
trast, from this .Madrid which more thau 
400 years ago took part in the uprising 
of the commoners and has always distinguished 
itself in its rejection of impertinence by its grace, 
its disdain and its pride, from this incomparable 
citv which is light-hearted and solid at the same 
time, the centre where the different characteris- 
tics of the jjeoplcs and regions of our land are min- 
gled. 1 address the Spanish nation to explain to 
The combatants at the frpnt and to the workers in 
the rear our confidence in triumph (they will not 
be depressed by reverses which are foreseen and 
expected in a war which, unfortunately, will still 
be long and full of setbacks) and to expound to all 
Spaniards the aims which justify our perseverance 
in the cruel struggle until victory, for which we 
shall have to wait long but v/h cli is, neverthe- 
less. certain. 

I'ictorx depends on our determination. — Whene- 
ver as head of the Government I have spoken to 
my fellow citizens from this post of supreme re- 
sponsibility, I have always been careful to do so 
without ambiguity or rhetoric. I have repeatedly 
insisted, from the very first moment, that the war 
will be difficult and long and that it will be a hard 
test for the strongest minds. My conviction re- 
mains tlie same. Victory depends on our determi- 
nation and its attainment merits all sacrifice, for 
on victory -- hoed my words — depends not only 
the independence but perhaps even the continuance 
of Spain as a nation. 

ITc Imre more war material than cz'er . — Four 
months ago. owing to the criminal policy of non- 
intervention which favoured our enemies and ap- 
peared to have no other end than to strangle Spain, 
we were faced with a terrible crisis in war mate- 
ria!.. At that time, and as a result of the fall of 
Teruel, [ assured you that, relying on the efforts 
of ovr workers, it would be possible to overcome 
the lack of equality in the supply of material, 
which was placing us in such a difficult situation. 

* Today this superiority of the enemy still persists. 
His successes are in great part due to this. It is 
not in vain that lie lias behind him a powerful 
industry, the industry of Germany and Italy, which 
provides him with all he needs. But we are no 
longer in that defenceless stage which threatened 
to force us to submit to strangulation. Much re- 
mains for us to do, much is being done, much will 
he done, for a great war industry cannot be impro- 
vised in a few months. Nor can artillery, tanks 
and planes be manufactured in weeks. Nor is it 



possible to overcome, all at once, the hindrances 
and difficulties by which the enemy, perhaps with 
the complacent collaboration of some and lack of 
courage in others, is impeding our equipment, tak- 
ing advantage of an ominous agreement which in 
practice represents the most hypocritical agression 
in contemporary history against a free country and 
a legitimate Government. But it is certain that our 
army has never had such power full means for 
fighting as at present, means which are increa- 
sing every day. 

Against the down-hearted and cowardly . — Those 
who shamefully cover up their discouragement by 
disguising it with reflection and criticism (it is 
easy to unmask them by their exaggerated pes- 
simism) will whisper to you that it is useless, to 
attempt to rival in speed, in view of the powerful 
resources of Germany and Italy, the efforts which 
these countries can make. This is pure sophism. 
The weapons of an army have their limit. There 
is no use exceeding this limit.' To guarantee victory 
it is not even necessary to reach such a limit. It 
is enough for us to have an indispensable minimum 
to assure the necessary efficiency of the fighting 
forces. 

Our soldiers have shown hundreds of times 
that it is not necessary to have equality in material 
means in order to repulse the enemy victoriously 
and even to take the iniciative successfully. 

We are not blinded by the progress made nor 
are we afraid of the path that lies ahead-. It is suf- 
ficient for us to know that the prospects of attain- 
ing the necessary weapons for our army and con- 
verting it into a decisive instrument of victory are 
favourable. How long will this take? It will not 
be long. The reduction of the time needed depends 
on our common efforts. To save, time is to save 
blood. 

The bitter days of March . — In the anxious days 
at the end of March — some of the most bitter of 
mv life — when the front and the rear appeared to 
collapse, when defeatism filtered through every 
crack polluting the minds of all and threatened to 
paralyse the pulse of war, I remained confident in 
the heroic virtues of the Spanish people. In an 
appeal to them, I told them the exact truth and 
asked them — demanded of them — sacrifice and 
resistance. 

Resistance was and today still is preparation for 
victory. Every day of resistance was and continues 
to be a new trump card in our hand. The whole 
nation has listened to our appeal. Catalonia, hard 
pressed bv the invaders, knew how to resist and 
to rival in heroism the other peoples of Spain. In 
the same way, Levante knows how to resist today. 
There 1 have observed in action and in spirit an 
energetic determination to crush the invader and 
not to allow its soil to be trodden on with im- 
punity. 

It was necessary to resist, to reconstruct a front 
which .Jiad crumpled, to reform morale which was 
on the point of collapsing. The order of the Go- 
vernment was listened to: the front was reformed, 
morales was rc-estahlished and reacted a level 
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hitherto unknown. The cutting of communications 
between Catalonia and the rest of loyal Spain, 
which for many was the prelude to the end, was 
received by our people and our army with such 
calmness and such firmness that it has astonished 
all and has proved a disconcerting surprise to the 
enemy. 

Lack of faith is the worst evil. — As that time 
lack of confidence in our people, lack of faith in 
triumph, and lack of enthusiasm for the sanctity 
of our cause placed us on the verge of catastrophe. 

One cannot inflame a people and bring them 
voluntarily and complacently to accept the greatest 
sacrifices if one has no confidence in them. Our 
Spanish people have proved a thousand times, 
when one has known how to penetrate the depth 
of their soul, that they deserve confidence. 

Neither in life nor in war can one conquer 
without faith. Faith creates and conquers. It is- not 
possible to attain success in a struggle if before 
going into battle we think in terms of defeat and 
retreat is prepared. Most of the time the conqueror 
finds his way paved by the vanquished. 

The crime of surrender. — If we do not feel 
enthusiasm for our cause, it will be easy to side- 
step towards settlement and compromise. But do 
not let us deceive ourselves. This would never 
mean an adjustment or possibility of living toge- 
ther, because the enemy, the real enemy, does 
not wish to do so. The Spanish rebels would not 
be allowed to make a pact. 

No. That is the path to capitulation. And what 
for? To recover in emigration the calm they had 
lost? What of the thousands and millions of Spa- 
niards who have placed in onr hands not only their 
tranquility and hopes but also their goods and their 
lives? Can we forget the methods of persecution 
and extermination employed by naziism and fas- 
cism ? Can we forget what happened and is still 
happening in Asturias, in Santander, and in the 
Basque country ? 

But what about Spain?—' Those who have even 
temporarily lived through the anxieties of the 
front, those who with their own eyes have seen 
the misery of the civilian population, those who 
have felt shame and anguish on seeing the hards- 
hips suffered by evacuated women, the aged, and 
children, can they, we ask, in a moment of weak- 
ness consider so much misery and so great afflic- 
tion sterile and can they allow the sadistic spirit 
of vengeance which animates our enemies to prey 
upon a paralysed and defenseless mass? But what 
about Spain? Are we or are we not fighting for 
the i 7i dependence of Spain. Ah ! if it where not so, 
not a second more of war, not a drop more of 
blood. We would not permit anguish and pain to 
increase. But it is a Question of the existence of 
Spain as a free country, and in view of this our 
sacrifice cannot be priced or measured. 

If the future of our land is at stake, we will 
succumb or connuer while there is a handful of 
earth we can call our own, while there is a heart 
beating within a Spanish breast. And we will con- 
quer. 

Wc have inherited our history. — A great Ger- 
man, Goethe, who was not very Aryan and who 
today doubtless would not be a nazi, said : “Whate- 
ver you inherit from your parents, you should con- 
nuer in order to deserve it.” Well then, I do not 
deny’ or renounce the history of my country. We 
have inherited a magnificent history. It has faults 
and defects like others, it is true, but a magnificent 
grandeur of its own. This obligates us to do much. 
History is a dynamic chain of which we are but 
a link. We have inherited our history not in order 
to contemplate it and preserve it, but to deserve it. 



Bequeathing it, we shall excel posterity. Each 
generation has its mission to do, and if ours is 
harsh wc cannot avoid fulfilling it. We must, the- 
refore, analyse rigorously and without self-decept- 
ion the exact condition of our fight. And I speak 
to those who think in Spanish. Yes, also to those 
who are on the other side of *>ur trenches. 

Onr Spain coveted . — Spain is being worn out 
and stained with blood, because the unchecked am- 
bition of countries for whom the definition of 
the rights of the people counts for nothing directs 
their greedy aims towards her an sees in our coun- 
try a favourable victim for their avarice. 

Immense potential wealth, a privileged and uni- 
que geopraphic situation in Europe were sufficient 
bait to set the devilish manoevre in motion which 
may. if we do not attempt to break it up, put a 
shameful end to the history of our country. We 
Spaniards, it is true, gave them., fertile soil for 
their Machiavelian plans. The internal struggle of a 
people whtise national spirit was deadened by ge- 
nerations of petty politics brought about the poison- 
ing of the social, life of the citizens and stimulated 
well-meaning and colourful extreinisms, provok- 
ing in a dcmagogig-jrianner uncontrollable violence 
and thus weakenin£hhe resources of the State and 
arousing mutual suspicions against the institutions 
which were vital to the nation and its citizens. 

Fascist scheming.— Thus an atmosphere was 
created in which the uprising might appear a defen- 
ce and the revolt a preventive measure; and both, 
defence and revolt, might aspire to appear redeem- 
ing revolution. It was hoped to establish a mili- 
tary. political and economic hegemony by the 
triumph of a faction. Tt was a. well meditated plan, 
but the Spanisli people defeated it. The attempt 
was frustrated. What was to be an insurrection 
became a civil war and very soon a war of invas- 
ion. Do not be deceived. Tt is the truth. Have you 
not seen the plan of partition, of incitement to 
violence, framed by Italians and Germans in a 
neighbouring country? Have you learned nothing 
from Czccho-Slovakia, Rumania and Brazil? Have 
you not heard that the}- are attempting similar 
seditious movements in other countries of Europe 
and America? I)o you not see that the immediate 
aim might not appear the same, but that the final 
aim of the totalitarian powers is always to create 
a disturbance in the place where they wish to 
satisfy their lust? Do you believe that the Germans 
and Italians who are destroying our cities and our 
people, devastating our riches and assassinating 
without pity our women and children — the women 
and children of Spain — do you think that they 
feel any interest in our war, that they show sym- 
pathy for our people? Yes. ves, they take advan- 
tage of the situation, hut they despise you. 

They lack the heart to understand us. They have 
top little generosity to judge us. This and no other 
is the reality. Will you consent that those who 
today consider themselves lords and masters and 
who imagine our country mortgaged in their fa- 
vour, divide us into zones of influence and that 
they exploit the work of our fathers and the labour 
of our sons? Do you not see that they will not 
object, if need be, to satisfy others with part of 
the booty, cutting the country into pieces, convert- 
ing it into a defeated land or mandated territory? 
These are the real terms of the problem. 

We are the victims of the uncontrollable ambit- 
ion of some and of the mediocrity and cowardice 
of others. 

We are fighting to save Spain from foreign 
domination and from possible, seizure by nations 
abroad, and we will win. The certainty of victory 
inspires Spain with the invincible desire to attain it. 
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The plebiscite of the 43rd Division. — Our people 
yielded "round against lieavv odds, awaiting the 
moment for revenge. But they do not give up or 
declare themselves defeated. This happened in Ma- 
drid, this happened in Catalonia | this is now happen- 
ing in Levante and Extremadura. To achieve 
revenge and with it victory for the good of all. 
Look at those magnificent fighters of the 43rd 
Division who, after months of incalculable fighting 
made more difficult by absolute lack of artillery 
shells and almost without a rifle cartridge (again 
thanks to the sacred policy of Non-intervention) 
retreated in perfect order to join the front once 
again after passing through France And they 
repeated the plebiscite of the 31st Division, which 
proves to the world — the world always asks for 
proofs — where the spirit of the Spanish people 
lies. 

Our daily lesson gives 11s the certainty of 
triumph. A day on which a lesson is learned is not 
a day last. A defeat which is accompanied by a 
lesson learned is not irreparable. Thus we are pro- 
fiting by lessons we have learned and hardening 
ourselves to withstand reverses. 

The need for a high morale. — We have learned 
that without high morale the war cannot be waged 
or won. Today the morale of our troops and our 
rear (our rear which works and which feels our 
cause, and not that other rear which at the beginn- 
ing clothed itself with optimism in order to dissi- 
mulate its ill-will ; and now. since its personal 
freedom is guaranteed, feels itself at liberty to 
grumble), the morale of the rear which represents 
the immense majority and the morale of the troops 
is excellent, despite tlicir suffering and privations. 
We know that it is necssary to intensify the pro- 
duction of arms, and our factories and workskhops 
are working as never before. 

For a titanic effort . — We have learned through 
bitter experience what the lack of trained officers 
means (one of the principal reasons for our mis- 
fortunes) and are forming, training and organising 
bodies of trained officers with amazing speed. 
Schools for non-commissioned officers, officers, 
commissars are being improved and increased. We 
have reserves. We shall increase them and give 
them efficient preparation. We are fortifying and 
we shall increase our efforts in this respect to tita- 
nic proportions. We have learned what are the 
things that hinder the waging of war. We are 
dedicating ourselves to simplifying this problem 
and attaining the necessary unitv. Spain is not an 
isolated rock in the world. Every day of resistance 
is a battle won in the international field in favour 
of our cause, for the heroism of our soldiers has 
shattered the plans made at our expense. 

The harvest is not yet ripe, for not all nations 
are as awakened as ours. But when we gather it, 
it will be a reward for our perseverance and per- 
sistance. We have given the world a high example 
of tenacity and courage. There were some wretched 
creatures who believed the Spanish people to be 
frivolous. They said this as an easy way out, and 
because they themselves lacked the virtues possessed 
by the Spanish nation. 

They do not know that in seven centuries of re- 
conquest we freed Europe — at that time deca- 
dent — from a fierce orientals invasion. From this 
invasion we extracted its best qualities. Nor do 
they realise that, despite certain lies, Spain brought 

its civilisation to America, showing less desire for 
exploitation and gain than the other countries en- 
gaged in similar enterprises, and impressed upon 
it the seal of a race and a language, while she was 
fighting hard battles in Europe. This cannot be 
the work of an inconsistent people. Nor are they 



aware that the counter-reformation, really a Spa- 
i nisli achievement, was more than a religious strug- 
; glc, and that at the beginning it was not a reaction 
ary struggle, although it later degenerated into 
one. It was a conflict between the Spanish concept- 
ion of the universal and the average European 
conception <>l‘ the individual. This could never be 
done by a people Jacking tenacity. 

They do not know that even in the period of 
greatest decadence in Spain — the XIX century — 
we were capable of giving the world two ideas 
which have survived in modern times : the ideas 
of nationality and liberalism; and that that could 
never he done by an insensible people or a people 
lacking aspirations. 

They have misjudged our stubbornness. At pre- 
sent, gloating over a bleeding Spain which they 
hope to see looted by pirates or ignorant spe- 
culators, they are wrong again not foreseeing that 
from this blood-christening Spain will resurge 
stronger and more powerful than ever before. 

Yes, we have reason to be confident in victory! 
it is our duty to be confident in it! 

Why, then, do we fight? 

Reasons for our st rug ojc . — When a Government 
demands of a people that, in spite of all hardships 
and sacrifices, they resist to the last, it must be 
under the urge of principles intimately related with 
the people themselves. 

It cannot ?.sk for resistance in the name of a 
specific ideology, a group or a party. It must do 
this in the name of a common denominator of as- 
pirations, or a sum of obligations contracted by its 
history, which represents our debt to posterity and 
constitutes ns a whole the desires and undertakings, 
the national exponent of a people. 

Since the commencement of this tragic Odyssey 
the various governments which have followed one 
another have reiterated the affirma?ion that we are 
fighting for respect of the will df the nation. 

The highest representative authority of the Sta- 
te, His Excclency, the President of the Republic, 
has stated this on more than one occasion. My 
predecessor said the same before Parliament in 
October 193b when he declared that we were 
fighting for a peace that will give Spain the eco- 
nomic, political and social institutions that the 
majority of the country won! A elect freely in due 
course. I have repeated this on every occasion that 
I have had the opportunity to speak in the name 
of the Government both in Spain and abroad. 

Nevertheless, it was necessary to state the aims 
of our war concretely. This brings up the Govern- 
ment's programme of war aims, or peace aims we 
might say. 

M'e are fighting to guarantee the absolute inde- 
pendence of Spain . — We are fighting to guarantee 
the absolute independence of Spain without hin- 
drance or limits — other than those imposed by a 
common right to establish bonds and relationships 
between peoples — to guarantee the law of our vi- 
gorous Snanish ancestry whose root dates hack to 
the Dominican friar Bartolome de las Casas ; the 
eminent doctor Pio Pedro Suarez; and to the 
forerunner of international law, Francisco cle Vi- 
toria. 

Independence means liberation from invaders, 
means rejecting guardians, means giving the wor- 
ker the right to eniov the fruits of his own lands 
instead of being the victim of foreign plunder, 
means a political life and economy directed, regu- 
lated and exploited by and for the Spaniards. 

We are fighting for the integrity of Spain. We 
do not admit partition or mortgages; we cannot 
tolerate concessions of her territory, her coast line, 
or her cities. We cannot tolerate this 011 the Pe- 
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ninsula, in the islands belonging to Spain, or even 
in her colonies and protectorate. We arc lighting 
so that Spain, without ever interfering in the do- 
mestic life of any other country, shall be able to 
consider as her own the interests of nations whose 
ancestry and language are common to her own. 

We are fighting for a people's Republic of a 
democratic nature; for the monarchy had lost all 
connection with national sentiment and was res- 
ponsible, in a decadent Spain, for its own over- 
throw'. A new dynasty with a new king would 
mean the chaining of Spain to the zone of in- 
fluence of one of any other foreign country and 
she would never enjoy peace. 

We are fighting for a strong Government, for a 
firm executive, depending on the will of the nation 
expressed in the ballot^ for a Government which 
would place the State above all political parties. 
And those political parties should consider it their 
principal mission to place themselves at the service 
of the masses of the nation. 

We are fightii\g so that the will of Spain, ex- 
pressed by a plebiscite as soon as the war is over, 
may be the leading factor in the political and social 
life of the Republic. 

Greatest regional personality within the greatest 
Spanish unity . — We are fighting so that, without 
weakening the national unity, there will be respect 
for the peoples which- form Spain. Unity on the 
outside; diversity within. This has been the cha- 
racteristic of Spain in tiie times of her greatest 
splendour; and all regional liberty which does not 
go against the interests of Spain or other regions, 
should be respected and upheld. When a country is 
on the ascent in the curve of its destinies, variety 
unites and enriches. It means dispersion and wca- 
kening only when the country is decadent. Nobo- 
dy wants the disintegration of Spain. If there is 
anybody that desires this, let him consider him- 
self our enemy. We are not willing to leave beh- 
ind, iu a bend of the road * «f the fratricidal fight, 
five centuries of our history. We favour then, the 
greatest regional personality within the greatest unity 

Respect for conscience and creed . — We are fight- 
ing because we want the State to guarantee the 
enjoyment of full rights to every citizen, complete 
respect for conscience and creed. We cannot tolera- 
te the intervention of the Church as an institution 
in the life of the State, nor can we admit inter- 
ference by its leaders in the disputes of citizens. 
Bn- at the same time we are fighting to guarantee 
freedom of worship. We owe this to a principle 
which we profess. We owe this to the countless 
number of Spaniards who practise positive re- 
ligions. We owe this to thousands and thousands 
of Catholics who arc fighting at our side. But even 
if there were only one — or even if there were 
none at all — the State cannot permit persecution 
for ideas. It would, moreover, lx: a profound error. 

Any persecution makes martyrs, and martyrs give 
new life to beliefs. At the bottom of all religious 
feeling is to be f'-uud "!’■.• <>f the most noble fvatii- 
res of the spirit o' : oan. and were it not for a pro- 
found religions feeling, it would bo difficult to 
Titid coin ago and to bear without fl inching the 
hart! trials which mu conn try is undergoing. 

We are fighting so that the fruits of the land 
may be for the man who works it. We are fighting 
to suppress the shameful exploitation of the in- 
dividual by a wealthy class which in turn converts 
itself into the ruler of the State and loses sight of 
and almost always goes against — all collective in- 
terest. Let he who wishes to be an owner become 
one by his own efforts and let him submit the 
enjoyment of his possessions to the supreme inte- 
rest of the nation. 



A powerful army . — We know what the war 
means. Nobody can deny us the experience. We 
are pacifists. Vet in order to be pacifists we need, 
besides, a powerful army, navy and air force which 
will win for us international respect. We know 
how much an army costs to maintain, but we have 
also learned what it costs not to have one. 

We are fighting for the establishment of inter- 
national relations founded on a regime of law, but 
founded also on a basis of equality. In t jr to 
attain this no sacrifice should be spared.* 

Peace for all Spaniards. — As long as the war 
lasts we have to be hard and inexoraSle with the 
enemy, both open and hidden. But we are anxious 
for peace in order to incorporate in the urgent 
task of reconstructing and aggrandising Spain all 
those compatriots who sincerely wish to fulfil the 
duties which we must perform. Are there people 
who think that after jthis bloody struggle the Spa- 
niards are simply to be classified as conquerors 
and conquered ? Are there people who think that 
our land is so rich in values that in its recons- 
truction we can dispense with the services of wor- 
kers, whatever their trade or profession, merely on 
account of the label of the side they fought for? 
Are there people who think that this fratricidal 
struggle is to be continued after peace is attained? 

Cautions Onlookers. — No. Heed my words, 
though they may not please a certain number of 
people. Tt will be easier to reach and understanding 
with the adversary of yesterday, the enemy of 
today, and nerhaps the collaborator of tomorrow 
than with the cautious onlooker who wishes to be 
the friend of all, because he considers himself so 
vastly superior that lie is prevented from taking 
part in the fight; and who waits on the other side 
of the barrier for the moment to assault and to 
harness himself to the cart of the victor and to 
polish his brass and buttons, so as to be able later, 
when there is no risk, to hinder him in liis work 
by means of cold criticism bereft of all soul and 
affection. 

We must remind those egoists who hold them- 
selves aloof, who have alwavs considered themsel- 
ves "dess us de la melee'’, that if they had taken 
part at the right time and as good citizens and 
tried to reduce the difficulties and lessen the 
harshness of the struggle, they would have perhaps 
avoided many evils. 

There is much rivalry among them. They must 
be used. But nothing more. For what Spain needs 
are men. not eunuchs. 

Cursed be the ruler who does not realise that 
when the fight is over his first duty is to bring 
about conciliation and harmony so as to render 
possible the fellowship of citizens ! Poor Spain if 
after such cruelty and humiliation, she is unable 
to find the leader who base the interests of their 
compatriots on great ideals of historic roots and 
who deviate them from the paths of hatred and 
revenge which a civil war engenders... it would 
be the end of Spain. 

The maximum aspiration of statesmen should be 
that, before many years have passed, the names of 
the victims of the struggle should figure side by 
side on the roll of honour of each town and village, 
as martyrs for a cause which should give ns a new 
and great fatherland. But that will be later. Mean- 
while, and in order to attain this, we are at war. 
And the fighters at the front must wage war with 
courage and bravery. The conquest that lies ahead 
of us merits nil sacrifices. 

We arc fighting — heed my words — so that 
Spain may belong to the Spaniards, and this we 
shall achieve. 
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UN NUEVO COMANDANTE, 

J0S£ ANTONIO VALLEDOR 



GROUP In the Commissars’ School. Comrade Josl Varela and members 
of the Division Milfcla de Cultura are in the back row, center 

GRUPO en la escuefa de Comisarios. £1 camarada Josi Varela y miembros de 

la ilia de 



las Millclas de Cultura de la divislAn, est An en 



atris y en el centro 



THE DIVISIONAL SCHOOL FOR COMMISSARS 



Up at the divisional school for 
commissars, they are an enthu- 
siastic crowd. Here is a typical 
day's programme. 

7 a. m. Diana. 

7:30 Physical Culture. 

8- 9 Breakfast. 

9- 1 1 Class — general culture 

11-1 Political instruction. 



1-3 p.m. Midday meal, siesta 

3-7 Military Instruction. 

7- 8 Study. 

8- 9 Supper. 

9- 11 Discussion. 

ri Taps. 

Not a bad day’s work? Moreo- 
ver, they dont rest when they get 
a chance. There is siesta between 
one o'clock and three o'clock. 
Theoretically. Yet a visitor would 
not suspect it. Immediately lunch 
is over, out come the books, pens, 
paper and they are studying again. 
These student commissars realise 
the import mice of their work and 
they certainly mean to equip 
themselves for it. At one table one 
of them is reading the 13 points, 
at another a student is writing a 
detailed comment on one of the 
points. Here is someone working 
on an essay dealing with the work 
of a coinissar. He regards it as 
much more than an academic com- 
position. WTien he is asked : « Wliat 
are the duties of a commissar? ». he 
talks in the convincing manner of 
an already experienced commissar. 
He has the answers at liis finger- 
tips. 

All around the room work is 
going on at the same pace. At liis 
table, they are building a wall 
newspaper, over at another table 
a group are discussing the details 



of next Sunday’s meeting and 
fiesta to which the town is invited. 

No, there is very little siesta 
about that siesta hour. About the 
school itself. Comrade Jose Varela, 
adjutant commissar of the XV 
Brigade, will tell you anything yon 
want to know. 

• There are 30 students, 10 from 
each of the Br gades in the divi- 
s on », he says. « In the morning 
for 2 horns they study general cul- 
tural subejects and geography ge- 
neral history, geometry, etc. They 
are taught by members of the v Mi- 
litia de Cultural) of the division. 
Afterwards they have political 
education, dealing with such sub- 
jects as the Prente Popular, the 13 
points, the history of the fascist 
invasion, and the growth of the 
commissariat. In the afternoon, 
they are given military instruction. 
Por instance, this afternoon there 
is a lesson on tactics. At night they 
studv the davs work and write it 

mf S 

up, and after supper there arc dis- 
cuss ons, or they make up the % pe- 
riodicos murales »>. 

Bound the room there the are 
results of their work ; wall-boards 
under the headings of « Canacita- 
cion « Per Catalunya a la Vic- 
toria », * Ataque » and « Avanzar ». 
There is a conipetit on for the best 
paper, between the var ous groups. 
Outside there hangs the school 
wall-board, the collective effort 
of everyone. One article shows how 
well they arc learning their work . 
It demonstrates clearly that they 
have already established friendly 
relations with the townspeople 
Here's an extract: *The Ladies 
sav : That the}- could nt have a 
better opinion of us... that the in- 



r n nuevo Comandante tiene 
nuestra querida Brigada. Vn nue- 
vo Camarada que viene a nuestra 
Brigada a dnr toda su expericn- 
cia militar y llevarla por el camino 
del triunfo y de la gloria que nues- 
tra Brigada ha trazado en los com- 
bates mAs rudos que se conocen en 
la Historia de nuestra guerra. 

El Camarada Comandante Va- 
lledor Ileva en la lucha revolucio- 
liaria desde el ano 1924. En la re- 
volucidn de Asturias participo ac- 
tivamente ocupando cargos de 
gran responsabtlidad. Despuds de 
la Revolneidn, es condenado a 
muerte, luego indultado, al estallar 
esta guerra sale desde el primer 
dfa como soldado, es ascendido 
hasta capitAn, luego comandante 
de Batalldn y mAs tarde Jefe de 
Brigada. Tuvo una excelente ac- 
tuacion en el Ejercito -del Norte, 
es puesto en la Orden del dfa del 
Ejercito del Norte, tnvo una exce- 
lente desen ipeno en la defensa de 
Trubia y en todos los ataques 
sobre Oviedo. Cuando cayo San- 
tander se traslado a la parte orien- 
tal de Asturias. Alii combate 46 
dfas incansablemente. Cuando la 
pdrdida del Norte no evaciia y se 
interna en las 11 ion tanas tratando 
de salir hasta Prancia. y en las 
proxiniidades de Asta, es herido 
por dos balas de la Guard ia Civil 
y Requetes y se le traslada a la 
cArcel Provincial de Pamplona. 
Ocultando nombre y liaturaleza, 
logr6 huir despues de estar preso 
y a trabajos forzados durante ciiico 
meses, haciendo un pasc falso y 
cn colaboracion tie un sargento 
que perteueefa al partido comu- 
nista. Eludicndo la guardia fron- 
teriza logran pasar a Prancia. 

Pide al Consul espahol que lo 
traslade inmerliatamente a Barce- 
lona y ya en esta pide ser incorpo- 
rado al Ejercito y se le destina al 
Ejercito del Ebro y luego aqui 



temational comrades are very li- 
keable and they recognise the sa- 
crifice they made when they left 
their homes to fight here ». 

Many of the students are ve- 
terans who have been through 
many campaings and they have 
learned, by experience the need 
for a good commissariat. That is 
why, one of them said when asked 
about the « roll of hpnour * as yet 
empty. 

t That’s for after the examina- 
tions. We all want to get our names 
on that 

And you come away from the 
school, feeling that it is going to 
lx- difficult to leave any of them 
off it. 



como Comandante Jefe de nuestra 
Brigada. 

Bienvenido seais, Camarada Co- 
uiandantc Valle dor. Encontrareis 
en nosotros, Comisarios, Oficiales 
y soldados, aquellos heroicos hijos 
de Asturias que unidos en una sola 
voluntad, espanoles e intemacio- 
nales, revivimos y reyivireiftos las 
jomadas gloriosas tie aquel As- 
turias heroico. » 



CAMARADA 

VLADIMIR COPIC 

Se nos ha ido nuestro gran Co- 
man'dante, Teniente Coronel Copic. 

Se nos va para cumplir con el 
deber de antifascista en otros fren- 
tes, a cdutinuar la lucha, siempre 
joven, aunque no en edad, pero sf 
en pensannentos. 

Nosotros no podemos mAs que 
recordarlo con un profundo ca- 
rifio. Aquel viejo JEFF, de nues- 
Ira G’onosa Brigada, que en los 
campos del Jarama, Brunete; Ouin- 




to, Mcdiana, Beleliite, Fuentes de 
Ebro, Teruel, Segura de Banos y 
cicn otros combates supo con su 
energia, voluntad yestatregia guiar- 
nos por el cainino del triunfo. jalo- 
nando con su actuacidn las accio- 
ncs mds brillantes de nuestra 



guerra . 



Venido desde pa 1 st- s lejanos. 11 a- 
mado por uiia Uonradez. un ideal 
sano, eon una liuica ineta: lucha r 
contra el faseismo barbaro y ase- 
siiio. veiigar las victim as inocentes 
del regimen oprobioso de Italia y 
A It. mania e impedir que pase lo 
mismo con nuestra patria Espafia. 
Todo lo did. asi como dt-jo su pa- 
tria. su fnmilia, y todos sus seres 
queridos. did en Espaiia rod a su 

(pasa a Ifi pdg. 8 ) 
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ON THE RANGE 
EN EL CAMPO DE TIRO 



One of the principal reasons for 
the success of the fascist offensive 
in Aragon was the enemy's supe- 
riority in material. This was uue 
to the powerful support given 
Franco by Hitler and Mussolini, 
and to the non-intervention policy 



r D0 NOT shoot unless and until 
you have a definite object/' 



The effect of enemy bombard- 
ments has, above all. been psycho- 
logical rather than actual. In ge- 
neral, they have managed to de- 
moralize the first line but not to 
destroy it. A check-up on the los- 
ses of each unit shows that the 
casualties, both dead and wounded , 
caused by aviation and artillery 
have been relatively very small in 
number. And this is so in spite 
of the fact that our fortifications 
everywhere were completely un- 
developed and inadequate. Never- 
theless, the feeling of not having 
defenses strong enough to withs- 
tand heavy bombardments fre- 
quently influenced our soldiers to 
leave their positions even before 
the enemy infantry attacked. 

It is a well established principle 
that proper defenses can substan- 
tially reduce the effect of artillery 
fire, and even more fully, can neu- 
tralize aerial bombardment and 
strafing. During the World War 
there were battles in which such 
enormus quantities of artillery 



-HAY QU E dlsparar slcmprc y solamente were used ttat sometimes there 
sobre un objeto apuntado y no al alre. 



which operates only against Repu- 
blican Spain. Our Government of 
National Union has already taken 
the necessary steps to increase war 
production and. as soon as possi- 
ble, to put us in possession of fresh 
and larger supplies of artillery, 
tanks and planes. 

But the enemy's advantage in 
material and armament is not the 
whole explanation. Frequently, po- 
sitions were abandoned solely be- 
cause of the psychological effect 
created by rebel bombardments or 
because of panic caused by alarms 
that «our tlanks have been bro- 
ken*, that » the fascists have come 
around behind us*, etc. This de- 
monstrates that our infantry, in 
spite of the thousands and thou- 
sands of true examples of valor 
and heroism, has not always pla- 
yed its role as the only arm which, 
in the final analysis, can decide 
the result of the battle. 

It is not the courage of indivi- 
dual men which has weakened in 
critical moments. The shortco- 
mings have been those of organi- 
zation and of a united morale. 
These have been the weaknesses 
at all times that prevented our 
units from confronting the wave 
of enemy infantry, stopping it and 
destroying it in open 



along the front. Moreover, these 
guns battered away not merely for 
two or three hours, but for days 
and days in succession, against the 
opposite trenches. But excellent 
shelters enabled the troops in these 
trenches to resist the terrific fire 



and to be in position promptly 
when the enemy infantry tried to 
advance. This was made possible 
only by such a well-planned and 
well-placed system of fortifications 
that, besides giving the defending 
troops definite protection from 
shelfing, it also saved them from 
being overawed by it. 

These experiences and examples 
should compel us to pay maximum 
attention to all fortification work. 
Thus we will find ourselves pre- 
pared to defy pressure from both 
artillery and aviation, no matter 
how heavy. A good system of for- 
tifications is thus a powerful met- 
hod also of building up confidence 
and fighting spirit. 

For the morale of the men is the 
essence of the matter. Once the 
material tasks of fortifying are 
performed, the attitude and feeling 
of the soldier must be considered. 
Indeed it can be said that the 
strength of the infantry lies in its 
morale. livery infantryman has the 
duty of understanding that he 
is the one who determines the out- 
come of the battle, that the enemy 
cannot overcome the infantryman 
who possesses and proves that he 
possesses greater valor and auda- 
city. 

Kver>' combatant must unders- 
tand that the infantry may not 
leave its position unless the enemy 
pressure is of real crushing force. 
But the infantryman must also 
realize that when he has a well- 
dug trench and automatic arms in 
good condition, the odds are tre- 
mendously in his favor over the 
enemy. For the latter is advancing 
through unknown territory ana 
is protected only by whatever fea- 
tures of the terrain he is able or 
lucky enough to find. Infantrymen 
with firm courage can always beat 
back a cavalry charge. likewise 
the infantry's perforating bullets 
make it quite possible to repulse 
attacks by enemy tanks and whip- 
pets with their poor annor-plate. 

At the same time, if organiza- 
tion is good, the infantry in action 
can receive close support from spe- 
cial anti-aircraft and anti-tank 



opping i 
l battle. 



BRIGADE SCOUTS 
EXPLORADORES DE LA BRIGADA 



por LUIGI GALLO Comlsario-lnspi 

squads. Well-trained units of this 
type, strategically placed in every 
section and line of trench, are of 
the greatest aid to the infantry. 

Certainly the enemy's superio- 
rity in armament is a great factor ; 
but it is far from being the decisive 
element if our infantry, by its for- 
tifications, its training and its fig- 
hting spirit, shows that it is cons- 
cious of its high responsibilities. 

Qur infantry soldiers must learn 
not only how to resist and, if ne- 
cessary, to die at their posts. They 
must also learn how to take maxi- 
mum care of the weapons entrus- 
ted to them. 

lu every battle the objective 
sought is the destruction of the 
enemy. Our soldiers fire too much 
and too often. We must make a 
sharp improvement in the disci- 
pline and accuracy of our fire. We 
must teach our soldiers to shoot 
well, but not to shoot unless and 
until they have a definite object. 

To fire into the air is wasteful. To 
fire without need is only to give 
ourselves away to the enemy and 
to reveal our lines and emplace- 
ments. The fife has to be directed. 

Selected riflemen should be conti- 
nuously on sniping duty to hit any 
enemy head that appears. Good 
sniping can cause plenty of casual- 
ties even in periods of calm at the 
front. In war the purpose to follow 
is always the same : to destroy 
the enemy. 

And to destroy the enemy it is 
essential that we greatly increase 
our discipline ; not merely our for- 
mal discipline, but the inner dis- 
cipline of each soldier, each officer, 
each unit. Without discipline, co- 
ordination is impossible. Without 
discipline, there can be thousands 
of individual heroes and yet no 
successful results. Without disci- 
pline, any wild rumor or excited 
word can create panic and disor- 
der among thousands of men if, 
as they sometimes are, worn out 
by fatigue and nervous tension. 

Troops who are well -organized 
well-disciplined, well-controlled b) T 
their officers — such troops can 
never be overwhelmed by alarms 
that « our flanks have been bro- 
ken *, or that « the fascists have 
come around behind us ». If it is 
true thaf the enemy is behind us, 
it is also true in such a case that 
we are behind them. Victor)- will 
then go to those troops who show 
the greater valor and audacity. If 
we are energetic and courageous 
enough, any enemy column which 
has infiltrated our lines can be 
quite easily cut off and surrounded. 

It is a morale of resistance no 
matter what the price and attack 
that must be inculcated into our 
men. The operations in Aragon 
have shown this to be our defect. 

The responsibility for it falls upon 
all of our commanders and '-Om- 
ni issars. 

Through studying past expe- 
riences we can and must learn how 
to eliminate our shortcomings. To 
this study, to ttiis work, to this 
task our political and military ca- 
dres must devote themselves in 
these present moments. 



SOME OF 00R WEAKNESSES 
ALGONAS DE NUESTRAS DERILIDADES Ml 
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AMD HOW TO OVERCOME THEM 
UTARES Y COMO AVUDAR A SUPER A HL AS 



V- 



ctor di las Brlgadas Intsraacloniles 

Una de las principales causas 
del cxito de la ofeiisiva fascista en 
Aragon, ha sido la superioridad en 
material del enemigo, obtenido 
graoias a la podcrosa ayuda pres- 
tada a Franco por Hitler y Musso- 
lini y c. la politica de no inttrven- 
eion que sirve solo contra la Es- 
paha Rtpublicana. 

Nucstro (lobiemo de Union Na- 
cional ha tornado ya tod as las me- 
didas nectsarias para ampliar lo 
m&s posible la produccidn de gue- 
rra y ponemos, en el mds breve 
plazo posible en posesion de nue- 
vos y mds numerosos canones, tan- 
qnes, aviones, etc. 

Pero la superioridad en material 
enemigo nolo explica todo. 

A menudo las posicioneS han sido 
abandonadas solamente por el 
efecto psieologico obtenido por el 
bombardeo enemigo o por el pd- 
nico creado por noticias como * que 
estdbamos desbordados por los 
costados (t que se tenian los fas- 
cistas a las espaldas *, « que los 
fascistas atacan con tanquetas *, 
etc., etc. 

Esto deinuestra que nuestra in- 
fan teria, a pesar de los inillarcs y 
millares de ejemplos sublimes de 
valor y de herolsmo, no siempre 
ha desempehado su pa pel del anna 
que solo decide, en ultimo andlisis, 
del resultado de la bat alia. 

No es el valor de cad a hombre el 
que ha flaqueado en el momento 
decisivo, son las debilidades de 
nuestra organizacidn. Debilidades 
de moral del con junto de nuestras 
unidades que no siempre han per- 
liiitidb afrontar la ola de infante- 
rfa enemiga, de detenerla o de des- 
truirla en una batalla abierta. 

El efecto del bombardeo enenii- 
go ha sido sobre todo rads psicolo- 
gico que material, en general no lia 
conseguido mds que desmoralizar 
la prin iera lfnea pero no destruirla. 
Tonicmos los nuineros de las bajas 
de cada unidad y se verd que rela- 
■tivamentc son muy pocos los muer- 
tas y heridos causados por la avia- 
cidn y la artillerfa, a pesar de que 
por todas partes nuestras fortifi- 
caciones fuesen compJetamente ru- 
diment arias c insuficientes. Pero 
el sentimiento de no tener fort if i- 
caciones cficaces contra los bom- 
bardeos ha concurrido a menudo 
a hacer dejar a nuestros soldados 

r siciones sin esperar el ataque de 
inf an teria. 

Una experiencia general es que 
se puede resistir al fuego de la ar- 
tillcria y aun mejor al bombardeo 
y amctrallamieuto aereo, hasta 
durante la guerra mundial, donde 
en algunas batallas sc han emplea- 
do masas enormes de artilleria, al- 
gunas vce.es, un canon cada 8 me- 
tros de f rente, que han batido las 
posicioiics, no solo durante dos o 
tres horas, sino durante dfns v 
dfas, la infanterfa ha podido resis- 
tir en refugios bicn preparados a 
cste fuego de infiemo y estar pron- 
tos a saiir y detener cl avance dc 
la infanterfa enemiga. 

Solamente un sistema de forti- 
ficacion bieii estudiado y bicn rea- 
lizado permite protcger.se material- 
inentc contra el bombardeo, o no 
dejarse impresionar por el. 

Estas cxpericncias son las que 
deben impulsarnos a prestar la 



mayor atenciou a to<lo el trabajo 
de fortificacion para desafiar no 
importa qud artiOcria, no importa 
que aviacion. 

Un buen sistema de fortificacidn 
es generahnente un medio poderoso 
I>ara el sostenimiento de la moral 
combativa, tambien durante cl in- 
fiemo de las explosiones y la cre- 
pitaeion de las amctralladoras. 

Pero una vez tomadas cstas 
inedidas materials, es la moral 
de los hombrts la que hay que 
euidar. Ua fuerza de la infanterfa 
es la moral. 

Es necesario que cada soldado, 
de infanterfa sepa que cs £1 cl que 
debc decidir la batalla y que con- 
tra el soldado de infanterfa enemigo 
vencerd si da prueba de mds valor 
y de nids audacia. 

Es necesario que cada comba- 
tiente sepa que la infanterfa no 
puede dejar las posicioncs sino 
bajo la presion aplastante de la 
infanterfa enemiga y adeinds el 
soldado de infanterfa que resiste 
en su trinchera, ya preparado, que 
tiene sus annas autonidticas pre- 
paradas al fuego, se encuentra en 
condiciones dc combate enormc- 
mentc superiores al enemigo que 
avanza sobre un terrene descono- 
cido y no puede utilizar mds que 
las particiUaridadcs de este terreno 

\ n soldado de infanterfa con el 
corazdn firme bate siempre al ca- 
ballero que le ataca. Tambien la 
infanterfa con sus balas anti-tan- 
ques puede muy bim rechazar los 
ataques de las tanquetas fascistas 
que adenids estdn muy mal prote- 
gidas por ser blindage. 

Por otra parte la organization 
en cada unidad, en cada lfnea de 
trinchera. grupos de antiavionis- 
tas y antitanquistas, bicn eiitrc- 
nados pueden aportar una ayuda 
preciosa a la infanteria en la lucha. 

Cierto que la superioridad en 
material del enemigo cuenta ; pero 
estd lejos de poder constituir un 
elemento decisivo si nuestra infan- 
teria, por sus fortificaciones, sueu- 
trenamiento y su moral, sabe mos- 
trarse a la altura dc su coinetido. 

Nuestros soldados de infanterfa 
deben aprender, no solamente a 
resistir y dejarse matar en el sitio, 
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SPOTTING the enemy 
OBSfiRVAN DO al enemigo 



si cs necesario, sino sacar cl mdxi- 
mum de rendimiento de las armas 
que les soil confiadas. 

En cada batalla, el objetivo qu» 
se busca, es el dc la destruccidn del 
enemigo. Nuestros soldados dis- 
paran aun demasiado a menudo 
por disparar. Hay que elevar enor- 
memente la disciplina y la efica- 
cia de nuestro luego. Hay que 
ensefiar a los soldados a titar bien, 
a disparar siempre y solamente 
sobre un objetivo apuntado y no 
al aire. Disparar en el airc no sirve 
de nada. Disparar .sin ncccsidad es 
unicamente dcscubrirse al enemigo 
y rcvclarle cl emplazamiento de 
nuestras armas y de nuestras lfneas. 
El fuego debe ser dirigido. Uos ti- 
radores escogidos deben estar siem- 
pre al acecho para abatir cada ca- 
beza enemiga que aparezea. Con 
una buena organization de tira- 
dorcs escogidos, hasta en los mo- 
inentos de calma, se puede eausar 
bastantes bajas al enemigo. En la 
guerra, cl final que se persigue es 
siempre cl niismo ; destruir al eiie- 
migo. 

Y para realizar todo esto hay 
que aumentar aun mucho la dis- 
ciplina, no solamente la disciplina 
formal, sino la disciplina de cada 
soldado, de cada oficial, de cada 
unidad. Sin disciplina no hay po- 
sibilidad de cocrdinaeion. Sin dis- 
ciplina se pueden tener millares dc 




heroes pero sin ningun cxito. Sin 
disciplina todoslos <■ bulos », todas 
las noticias pueden crear el panu o. 
a desbandada entre millares del 
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hombres que se encuentren f rente a 
la muerte y algunas veces ago- 
tados por el cansancio y la tensidn 
nerviosa. 

Una tropa bien organizada, bien 
disciplinada, bien en las manos de 
sus jefes no se dejard nunc a im- 
presionar por noticias como la de 
« estamos desbordados por los cos- 
tados », « que se tienen los fascistas 
a las espaldas ft. Si las unidades 
cneniigas estan a nuestra espalda 
uosotros tainbidn estamos a las 
suyas. Er estos casos vencerd la 
tropa que haya demostrado mds 
audacia y mds valor. 

Uas tropas que se infiltran en 
nuestras fflas pueden ser muy fdeil- 
mente cortadas y cercadas a su 
vez. por poco quo se haga prueba 
de audacia y de energfa. 

Es una moral de resistencia a 
todo precio y de ataque la que hay 
que inculcar a nuestros hombres. 
Es esta moral la que ha faltado cn 
las operaciones de Aragon. La 
responsabilidad de esto incumbe a 
todos nosotros, Jefes y Comisarios. 

Es del estudio de las experien- 
ces pasadas del que debemos sa- 
car las indicaciones para eliminar 
todas nuestras debiudades, es a 
este estudio, a este trabalo a lo 
que ddbense movilizar en los mo- 
ment os actuates a todos nuestros 
cuadros politicos y militaries. 
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The Republic’s Thirteen Points 

By BOB COONEY, Commissar 57 Battalion - prize winner 



The Work of 
Our Sanidad 



A contest of articles on the I j 
point Declaration of the Govern- 
ment, held in May , brought forth 
a number of excellent contributions. 

The judges awarded no first pri- 
zed because the best articles exceeded 
the 400 word limit set forth in the 
rules of the contest. 

For this reason only 2nd and $rc 
prizes were awarded. In view of the 
good qualities of those contributions 
which remained in the running it 
was decided to announce two second 
and two third prizes. 

The winners of the 2nd prizes 
were V. Gouzdlez, 57/A Battalion 
and Bob Cooney, also of the 57th. 
The third prizes were won by Miles 
Tomalin of the Brigade office and 
by by Manuel Sanz, 57th BaUalion. 

The judges were : J . Peris, 60/A ; 
/. Maestre, 58/A ; J . Ortgea, 24/A ; 
M. Strang, 57/A. 

In this issue we publish the 2nd 
prize articles. In the next issue, 
the 3 rd prize articles will appear. 

The statement of the Thirteen 
Points is one that couJd only be 
issued by a Government strong 
sure of itself and confident of vic- 
tory. 

It is a dignified statement which 
must profoundly move all decent 
humane people throughout the 
world. It wiA succeed in convin- 
cing many wavering elements both 
in Spain and abroad that the cause 
of tne Republic is in capable hands 
and is bound to succeed. 

The entire statement of policy 
follows logically from the first 
point which asserts the Govern- 
ment’s determination 0 to assure 
the absolute independence and 
complete integrity of Spain *. 

Can any reasonable person put 
forward an argument against this 
point? I 'ndoubted.lv not, and since 
110 argument can be found against 
point one, it follows that point 
two (liberation of Spain from the 
foreign military forces which have 
invaded it) is also unclialleiigable. 

All liberal minded people — all 
who believe in human justice and 
freedom — must support these 
points and must ri cognise their 
own obligations, their duty to the 



Republic assailed by foreign in- 
vaders. 

Having stated clearly the cha- 
racter of the war and proclaimed 
its determination to free Spain 
from foreign interference, the Go- 
vernment goes 011 to state the cha- 
racter of the New Spain which will 
je built when victory is won. 

* A Peoples Republic * with a 
State which is the symbol of firm 
executive power, dependent at 
all times on the direction and 
wishes of the Spanish people. 

This is the voice of a Govern- 
ment which is perfectly sure of 
ifself, which knows it enjoys the 
confidence of the people and is 
certain of success. 

What a contrast to the terror, 
the farcical, stage-managed plebis- 
cites of the fascist States! W hat a 
contrast to the shameful flouting 
of the expressed wishes of the peo- 
ple practised by the Chamberlain 
Government in Britiain! 

Guarantees are given to tiie 
various regions — ■ the protection 
and development of the persona- 
lity and characteristics of the 
various peoples forming Spain. 
Such guarantees can only be given 
by a Government which knows 
that its policy is in perfect accord 
with the interests and aspiration 
of the various peoples. 

The guarantee of freedom of 
conscience — the assurance of free 
excereise of religious belief and 
practice — can only be given by 
a Government which knows that 
its policy conforms to the interests 
ot all the people whatever their 
rclig oils or political faith. 

The guarantee of property legi- 
timately acquired and the encou- 
ragement of the development of 
small property will assure the Go- 
vernment of the support of the 
peasantry and mid : class. This 
plus its deterram .ion to <■ pre- 
vent accumulati ■ of wealth from 
hading to the exploitation of citi- 
zens «, puts the case for the "Popu- 
lar I'ront in a nutshell and is the 
basis for uni' ng the entire p.oplc 
against the f. scist foreign invaders. 

The agrarian reforms promised 
and air. dy instituted show the 
sinceritv of the ( '.ov< rnjncnt in this 
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regard and serve to win over 
formerly doubtful elements among 
the peasantry. 

The characterisation of the army 
as « the sure instrument for the 
defence of the Republic *, * free 
from all hegemony of tendency or 
party w ill not only enthuse the 
soldiers who make up this army 
it will bring the rearguard into 
proud cooperation with the army. 

Point Twelve reads, # The Spa- 
nish State re-af firms the consti- 
tutional doctrine of renouncing 
war as an instrument of national 
policy. Spain, faithful to pacts and 
treaties, will support the policy 
symbolised in the I#eague of Na- 
tions which will continue lxing the 
key-note of its policy ». 

Such a statement emanating 
from a country brutally invaded 
and racked with the agony of war 
for nearly two years must put all 
professed friends of the League 
to shame. That Spain in the midst 
of its agony can make such a mo- 
ving statement is the most stri- 
king testimony to the justice of 
its cause and the nobleness of its 
aims. 

The last point promises a broad 
amnesty « to all those Spaniards 
who wish to co-operate in the im- 
mense task of reconstruction and 
elevation of Spain «. The unequa- 
lled generosity of this statement 
reveals beyond doubt that here is 
a Government animated by an 
intense and human patriotic love 
of Spain. Only a Government cer- 
tain of success can make such a 
statement, can show such genero- 
sity to its enemies. 

The Thirteen Points are uncha- 
llcngable assertions of human and 
national rights. 

They put the issue of Spain on 
such a clear footing as will win 
to the cause of the Republic, not 
only tile great masses of Spain, but 
also all those millions abroad who 
have been deceived by talk of 0 wa- 
rring ideologies » and who now 
see the war in Spain as the struggle 
of a great and valiant people to 
win the right to decide their own 
destiny. 

The Government and the Peo- 
ple are one. This is the guarantee 
that the cause of the Republic will 
triumph. 



The work of the Service Saui- 
taire, in one form or another, has 
come to be regarded as a normal 
activity in our army for so long 
that it rarely occurs to us, to 
praise and sum up the nature and 
value of its work. Pro in the work 
of the sanitarios, in the companies, 
through the battalions, brigades 
and division sanidads, can be tra- 
ced some of the best examples of 
sacrifice and organisation in our 
great army. In all sections the 
spirit of fraternity prevails and 
today Spain has a medical service 
worthy of high place in our esti- 
mation. 

Our poets, major and minor, ha- 
ve yet to wield their pens and give 
us rhyme and song of our Sauidad 
ami its great work. 

I<eniii, in a letter to Gorky, once 
wrote, * A sick soldier is always a 
bad soldier >». No words could be 
more true, since a comrade who is 
ill. is unable to perform his func- 
tion as a member of a unit. Here 
is where the Sanidad plays its im- 
portant role — aiding the reco- 
very of the sick and wounded, and 
in the prevention of sickness by 
safeguarding the sanitary condi- 
tions of the soldiers. Upon their 
efficiency depends the speedy re- 
turn of the wounded so that the 
latter can once more take their 
places in their companies and help 
keep up the strength and fighting 
power of the army. 

Considering all the conditions 
of war and the adverse circums- 
tances, the work is carried on with 
remarkable precision and rapidity 
and n the field of operative sur- 
gery, cures little short of miracles, 
have been performed. 

As the representative of a vast 
organisation, the Section and com- 
pany sanitarios, maintain the per- 
sonal contact of the soldiers with 
the Sanidad : earing for them in 
cases of slight sickness and tending 
every day to their minor ailments- 
and injuries. The work providing 
refuse pits and latrines, maintai- 
ning and keeping them in order 
for the benefit of all is their work 
also. 

Shortage of medical supplies can 
hamper considerably the work of 
the sanitarios. The sanitarios are 
at all times among the last to leave 
however dangerous the circums- 
tances. the work of evacuating all 
the wounded possible, has to be 
- carried on. Although they do not 
carry arms, they are among our 
best soldiers for so many depend 
on them and much can be lost if 
they fail. 

Patience and consideration, be- 
yond the. degree possessed by most 
people, is one of the essential qua- 
lifications of the members of the 
Sanidad. Doctors have sacrificed 
much in order to take up their 
place in the Spanish Army. 

To what and does our Sanidad 
work? With the slogan « Hygiene 
and Discipline are necessary for 
victory ! it works and goes for- 
ward for tile triumph over fascism. 

ANTON MILES 

15 Brigade Sanidad. 
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LA DECLARAClON DE LOS 13 PONTOS, D0C0MENT0 DE 

INTERlS nacional Y DE interEs mondial • 

Por VALENTIN C. GONZALEZ 

Intlrprete 57 Batall6n ingles (ganador del 2.° premio) 



Una competition enfre los camara- 
das de la brigada sobre los 13 puntos 
del gobierno produjo nutnerosas con- 
tribnciones ■ 

Solamente el segundo y tcrcer pre- 
mios fueron conferidos por el motivo 
que los mcjores articulos han excedi- 
do de mds de 400 palabras como la 
regia de la compelencia anunciaba. 

Los ganador es del 2.° premie fue- 
ron: Bob Coney , del 57 bon. y 
V. Gonzalez, tambien del 57; los del 
tercer premio fueron: Miles Toma - 
lin , de laoficina del Estado Mayor, 
y Manuel Sanz, del 57 bon. 

Los juices fueron: J. Peris, del 
60 bon., J. Mestre, del 38 bon., 
J. Ortega, del 24 bon., y M. Strang, 
del 57 bon. 

La declaracion de los 13 puntos 
del Presidtnte Negrin, en unAnime 
acuerdo con los ministros de su 
Gobierno que es el legftimo y el 
uni co de'todos los espanoles, tiene 
un doble alcance : 

Nacional, el' uno ; 

Mundial, el otro. 

Tiene un alcance nacional, to- 
mando la palabra national en su 
verdadero significado y acepcidn, 
poique va dirigido e interesa per 
igual a todos los espanoles, sin ex- 
cepcion ni exclusion alguna, a los 
de Ja zona leal, y as! misino tam- 
bi^n a los de la zona subyugada por 
Franco con la ayuda de extran- 
jeros, invasores de nuestro suelo. 

La declaracidn tiene tambien un 
alcance mundial, y a todos los pue- 
blos del mundo ha sido dirigida. 
ya que nuestra lucha, por lo que 
en eila se ventila — libertad con- 
tra opresion ; cultura contra obs- 
curantismo y atraso ; derecho de 
las clases laboriosas a una vida de 
decencia contra la imposicidn de 
una vida de miseria, tn pocas pa- 
labras, la lucha fie la democracia 
centra el fascismo. tiene sin gd- 
nero alguno de dud a un inter es y 
un alcance mundiales. Es por eso 
que nuestro Gobierno, en los ya 
famosos 13 puntos, lia fiiado ante 
el mundo entero, con claridad y 



precisidn, las aspiraciones y el ch- 
rActer de nuestra lucha, no solo en 
su alcance nacional sino tambien 
en su alcance mundial. 

Despu^s de una lectura detenida 
de nuestra declaracion, los esp-a 
holes que quieran merecer tal noin- 
bre no tendran mis remedio que 
ver en esos 13 puntos la condensa- 
tion de los deseos del pueblo cspafiol 
de vivir como nacidnindependien- 
te, y libre de toda clase de tutelas 
o explotaciones extranjeras ; la 
voluntad de Espaha de ser respe- 
tada y tenida en cuenta como na- 
ci6u europca y potencia mediterrA- 
nea ; la voluntad del pueblo esparlol 
de que se respete la personalidad 
regional y la individual, todo den- 
tro del marco de la unidad natio- 
nal ; la voluntad de que se respeten 
los derechos de los ciudadanos es- 
panoles, sus propiedades legftimas, 
sus ideas y sus creencias ; la volun- 
tad de que el trabajador espanol 
tenga garantizados sus derechos 
por medio de una legislacidn ade- 
cuada a las peculiaridades de Es- 
paha y de su economia ; la voluntad 
de Espatia de que su pueblo sea 
const antemente me j or ado cultu- 
ral, flsica y moralmente, lo que 
unido al censiguiente mejoramiento 
economico traerd como consecuen- 
cia que el pueblo espanol camine 
con paso seguro hacia el disfrute 
de la felicidad humana a que todos 
aspiramos. 

Nuestro Gobierno ha sabido in- 
terpretar acertadisimamente eh su 
declaracion de los 13 puntos los 
deseos y aspiraciones del pueblo 
espanol, o sea, la voluntad national, 
pero, ,-de qud inodo convertiremos 
en realidades esos deseos y aspira- 
ciones y de qud medios nos valdre- 
mos para defenderlas contra las 
asechanzas interiores o exteriores? 
El medio, el instrumento adecuado 
para llevarnos a ese fin lo tenemos 
ya, y esiA a nuestra alcance el 
perieccionar ese instrumento cada 
vez mas. Ese instrumento es nues- 
tro glorioso Ejercito Popular. Por 
tan to, j hagamos por todos los me- 



dios posibles que nuestro Eidrcito 
Popular sea cada dla mds fuerte, 
cada dla mds poderoso, que estd 
cada vez mds" unido ! 1 Libremos 
a nuestro Ejercito Popular de par- 
tidismos o tentativas de hegemc- 
nlas, que al dividirlo lo debilitan ! 
j Itagamos de dl, como dice nues- 
tro Gobierno en su Punto numeral 1 
el instrumento seguro para la dc- 
fensa de las liber lades e indepen- 
dence del pueblo espanol. 

Ahora, en cuanto a la posible 
acogida que pueda haber tenido 
la declaracidn de los 13 puntos 
de nuestro Gobierno eh el extran- 
jero, no cabe ot'ra posible acogida 
mds que la comprensidn ex acta, el 
convencimiento absoluto, si alguna 
duda a lin quedaba entre las inasas 
del mimdo, del verdadero cardcter 
de nuestra lucha, o sea, la verdad 
clara y escueta dc que nuestra lu- 
cha es la lucha de las fuerzas de la 
legalidad Constitutional, de la liber- 
tad, del Progreso, de la independen- 
ce, en fin, las fuerzas de una ver- 
dadera democracia contra las fuer- 
zas reaccionarias espanolas que 
carentes de todo sentido patrio 
y liumano no han dudado en aliar- 
se a los invasores extranjeros, y 
que junto con ellos representan las 
fuerzas de la opresion tanto na- 
tional, como regional como indi- 
vidual, verdaderos represent antes 
asimismo del retroceso historico en 
todos los ordenes : cultural, social 
y moral. 

Y por tiltimo despuds de medi- 
tar sobre la amptta generosidad 
quese desborda de ese ultimo pun- 
to de la declaracidn, despues de 
escuchar esa llamada al corazon 
de todos los espanoles con que cie- 
rra su declaracidn nuestro Gobier- 
no, chabrA alghn espanol que se 
precie de serlo que no se sienta 
comprendido en esa llamada hacia 
el perddn, en esa peticidn de su 
cooper act 6n para la reconstruccidn 
y engrandectmiento de la nueva 
Espana? 1 Habra alguna persona 
aun con solamente vestlgios de 
sentimientos humanos en el mun- 
do entero que deje de comprender 
despuds de la lectura de ese genc- 
roso llamamiento, que aimque nues- 
tro Gobierno no tuviera otros me- 
rit os para ser nuestro Gobierno , — 
y ciertamerite tiene otros muclios 
mdritos - — bastarta esa generosi- 
dad, bastarfa ese llamamiento para 
convencer a todo el mundo de que 
nuestro Gobierno tiene todos los 
derechos y ademds las virtudes y 
meritos para ser el Gobierno de 
todos los espanoles ? 

Pensando, pues, en las e.onse- 
cuencias del conocimicnto de los 1 3 
puntos tanto en Espana como en el 
mundo entero, nos sentimos ahora 
mAs que nunca seguros de que cl 
sol d« una verdadcra democracia 
brillarA pronto en todo el suelo es- 
panol, para bien de los espanoles 
y para gula y ejemplo de todos los 
pueblos del mundo ansiosos de 
libertad. 

i Viva la Rephblica Kspauola ! 

L Viva el glorioso Ejercito Po- 
ir ! 

I Vivan los heroic os caramaradas 
intemacionales I 



DECALOGO del SOLDADO 
ANTIFASCISTA 

1. Unidad, Resistir, PisGiplina, 
como suprema necesidad de vic- 
toria. Por una Espana liberada de 
yugos interiores o exteriores. Por 
el aplastamiento del fascismo. 
Contra la explot aci6n del hombre 
por el hombre. Por la paz, la li- 
bertad, el bienestar y la justicia. 

2. Mantenimiento de una firme 
moral de sacrificio y de victoria 
para superar las dificultades y fa- 
cilitar el estricto cumplimiento de 
las disposiciones del mando. 

3. Sentido de responsabilidad, 
propia y colectiva. Cumplimiento 
de cada misidn sin objeciones, pro- 
testas ni reparos. Luchar contra 
todo factor de discordia y de sabo- 
taje consciente o inconsciente, 
contra todo germen de murtnura- 
ci6n, insidia o indisciplina. 

4. Vigilancia contra el derro- 
tismo, la pereza, la vacilacion o 
indecisiones ; ofdo atento para 
sorp render al espla o al enemigo 
emboscado. 

5. Limpieza y conservacidn del 
arma y su dotacidn como instru- 
mento indispensable de lucha con- 
tra el fascismo. Porque abandonar 
el fusil significa : 

Renunciar. voluntariamente 
a la defensa de la patria, de 
su soberanla, y reivindica- 
ciones revolucionarias. 
Anularse como soldado y 
combatiente del Ejercito 
Popular y armar el brazo 
del enemigo para que cqm- 
pla sus propositos de trai- 
ci6n nacional de mayor te- 
rrorismo y avasallamiento 
de la clase obrera espafiola 
y mundial. 

Inutilizar el esfuerzo y hc- 
roico sacrificio de los cama- 
radas de la industria de 
guerra y del Gobierno'. Quieii 
asi lo haga debe ser sancio. 
nado con rigor y sin contem- 
placiones. 

6. Conservar las prendas y 
utensilios personales por m£s mo- 
destos que sean, teniendo en cuen- 
ta, que muchos camaradas carccen 
de ellos. El que tiene de mds, debe 
darlo al que lo necesita. Negarse a 
pr'estar un lApiz, un jabdn, pinto, 
cuchara, etc., denota maldad, cre- 
tinism o y egoismo c.ensnrables. 

7. Higieiic y aseo personal 
para conibatir las enfermedades y 
vehfculos de contagio, T^nclia con- 
tra el piojo y el alcoliolismo. Le- 
ber cOti sobriedad y sin cxtralimi- 
tarse. Dar ejemplos de. moral, ab- 
negacidn y cultura. 

8. Lucha en favor de la cultura 
general, Contra el analfabetismo y 
el vicio. Euseiiar pacientemeiite al 
que no sabe. Dcspertar su iuqiiietud 
por el aprendizaje y el estudio. 
Autoeducacion revolucionaria y 
social para sabe r por quo y phra 
qud se lucha. 

9. Ayuda mulua v asistencia 
entre camaradas .sin distincion dc 
raza lii procedeiicia. Mantenimicn- 
to de un firme espiritu solidario 
como ek'incnto indispensable dc 
unidad combat iva v politica. Lu- 
cha contra todo porjuieio regioun- 
lista o sec.tario. 

■ 10. Un solo Iciua : Gnnar la 
guerra. Un solo objetivo; Aplaslar 
al fascivsmo. Una sola divisa : Ser 
I06 primeros eu la luclia y el sacri- 
ficio. Veneer o morir. 

R. VALLE CLOZA. 

(Boliviano) 59 bon. 
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UN MOMENTO DE SIESTA 
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OUR NEW COMMANDER 

With a genuine heartfelt handshake we greet our new 
Commander of the 15th Brigade, Comrade Jos6 Antonio Va- 
lledor. He comes to us after having served on many fronts, 
principally in the Asturias. He brings with him mountains 
of experiences gathered during many months of battle against 
t lie foreign fascist invaders. 

Commander Valledor has been in the Revolutionary Mo- 
vement since 1924. When the 1934 Asturias Revolt took place 
he was among the leading active figures. As a result of the 
oppression that followed he was arrested and sentenced to 
death by the Lerroux-Robles government. With the passing 
of power into the hands of the People’s Front, he found him- 
self released. When the 'war broke out he promptly took his 
place as a soldier among his comrades. He soon rose to Cap- 
tain and later became Battalion Commander and still later 
lie was given the command of a Brigade, He has an excellent 
record in the Armv of the North. In an order of the dav, of 
that time, he is given special tribute for his brilliant resistan- 
ce and counter-attacks around Trubia, protecting Oviedo. 
When Santander fell he took a position in the west of As- 
turias. Here he fought furiously for 46 days and nights wi- 
thout let-up 

WHien the North fell he did not leave, but slipped into the 
mountains to hide and to fight. He finally made his wav to 
the French frontier where, while attempting to cross, he was 
fired upon and wounded in two places by the fascist Civil 
Guard and Requetes, He was taken prisoner and jailed at Pam- 
plona and bv giving a false name and protecting his identitv 
lie was able to cheat the firing squad. After 5 months of heavv 
brison labor, he made his escape with a sergeant. This time 
me was able to dodge the frontier Civil Guard and cross into 
France successfully. Once in France he looked up the nearest 
Spanish Consul and requested his immediate transfer to Bar- 
celona. He re-incorporated himself into the People’s Army and 
was sent to the Army of the Ebro and now is with us. 

We arc indeed pleased to have such a splendid and loyal 
Republican as a comrade and Commander. 

While we greet Commander Valledo** we do not — wc 
cannot — forget our former Commande»^FComradc Vladimir 
Copic. He has left us, only to eon tribute * 4 i is ability and ex- 
perience in the struggle against fascism op other fronts in 
other parts of the world. When wo think of Comrade Copic, 
wc shall remember his energy, his strategy and guidance on 
tlio battle-fronts of Jarama, Rruncte, Quinto, Mediana, Bcl- 
chitc, Fuentes dc Ebro, Teruel, Segura de los Banos, and in 
scores of other battles in which he constantly took a leading 
and courageous part, heading the Brigade into and out of 
action with a record that has made the name of the 15th Bri- 
gade a glorious legend among workers the world over. 

Comrade Copie will remain with us as an inspiration to 
drive ever forward toward that victory Spain so craves the 
freedom of its peoples. 

We shall know how to assimilate and wield the lessons 
we have learned under Comrade Copic and shall place them 
all, with complete confidence, at the disposal of our new 
commander for him to use in guiding us along the path to 
filial victory over Italian and German fascism. 

Welcome, Comrade Valledor! The men of the 15th Bri- 
gade are happy to have as their Commander one who comes 
from so noble and courageous part of Spain as Asturias. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



The * Heraldo de Aragdn * of 
Saragossa published a news item 
on May 14. 1938, from Seville re- 
porting the arrival in « nationalist * 
Spain of two representatives of the 
American Catholics. They are Fat- 
her Gabriel Salinas and Dr. Dun- 
can of Omaha, Nebraska. They 
paid a visit to Queipo de IJano 
and are reported to have declared 
that American Catholics were lac- 
king in information about the real 
national Crusade against Commu- 
nism. Red propaganda, they said, 
is very widespread ; but since the 
publication oi the pastoral letter. 
Catholics have seen things in their 
right light and have upheld the 
« glorious national movement *. 

They spoke of the work done by 
Cardinal Hayes, Archbishop of 
New York, who founded the « Spa- 
nish Relief Fund * to • help those 
who had suffered from the domi- 
nation of the Comunists in Spain *. 
On the first occasion this organi- 
zation collected 40,000 dollars « as 
well as a large quantity of orna- 
ments for churches which have 
been devastated *. Porto Rico has 
distinguished itself in this respect, 
while the « Casa de Espafia » in 
New York has done a great deal 
of collecting and has counteracted 
the red propaganda of Fernando 
de los Rios. It is calculated that 
the reds have spent some 14 million 
dollars on propaganda. 

. The first thing that Fernando dc 
los Rios did on arrival in Washing- 
ton they said was to pick up a 
hammer and smash an image of 
the Virgin of the Kings, the patron 
saint 01 Seville which stood in the 
Sevillian courtyard of the embassy 
building. 

For one hour every he made use 
of the radio to slander nationalist 
Spain in English and in Spanish. 
Moreover, by means of postcards 
and leaflets he tried to * misrepre- 




sent the high spirit of the Crusade 
of the 1 /eader Franco *. 

Then the good Spaniards and 
all American Catholics began a 
campaign in favor of the truth 
the Bishops established the 
• Holy Hour for Spain*, and re- 
views and newspapers began a 
campaign in favor of nationalist 
Spain with the aim of orientating 
public opinion. The Catholics have 
made many gifts and the nuns have 
made ornaments for the churches, 
clothes for the wounded, etc. 

* * * 

Oil June 4. 1938 the Bilbao 
newspaper * Hierro » published an 
official decree by virtue of which 
432 Asturian teachers have been 
removed from their posts. 






THE FIGHT AGAINST TYPHOID FEVER 

By Dr. JULIUS HEENEY 



Typhoid fever is a disease cau- 
sed by entrance of the typhoid 
germ into the digestive system ei- 
ther in water or food which has 
been contaminated with human ex- 
cretions. Because the possible cour- 
ses of infection arc such everyday 
necessities we are constantly in 
danger of an epidemic which could 
ser ously cripple our brigade and 
which could certainly cause many 
deaths in our ranks. Let us not 
forget that a few months ago in 
Croydon, near I/ondon there was 
a serious outbreak of typhoid fe- 
ver from polluted water supply, 
John Reed, ace reporter mid sup- 
porter of the Octooer Revolut on, 
met an untimely death from ty- 
phoid fever during the Russian 
Civil War. 

Typhoid fever can lx 1 preven- 
ted by your cooperation in the 
following precautions : 

1) Drink only water supplied 
by the Brigade water truck. Fill 
vour canteens only from this 
source. 

2) If for some reason a group 
cannot be serviced by the water 
truck, it must boil its water. 

3) All milk must be boiled. 

4) Do not eat uncooked fruits or 
naiads not supplied by your kitchen. 



5) , All latrines must l)e adequa- 
tely covered to prevent the carrying 
of the typhoid germ, and built at 
a distance of 200 meters from 
springs and creeks. Remember 
while we have a safe water supply 
— -comrades from the other units 
may use a creek which we are po- 
lluting. 

* 6) All comrades in kitchens 
and on food details must observe 
the strictest standards of clean- 
liness. 

7) No comrade who has pre- 
viously had typhoid fever is to 
work in the kitchens or liandlc 
food in the companies. Sometimes 
such persons although apparently 
recovered are * carriers « of the 
disease. 

8) Bvery man must receive 
liis typhoid inoculations every 
6 months. Inoculations are neces- 
sary in addition to the above pre- 
cautions because it is always pos- 
sible that a situation may arise 
where precautions will be inade- 
quate or impossible. But the ut- 
most precaution is necessary after 
iiinoculation because it takes some 
weeks before the inoculations 
give protection against the disease 
and because the inoculations arc 
not effective in all cases. 
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SPANISH NEWS BRIEFS 



The Mayor of Fresneda, a real 
and worth while Republican, sue-, 
ceeded in removing a beautiful ta- 
pestry of the year 1620 before his 
village fell into the hands of the 
fascists. 

It was a difficult undertaking to 
effect this, but the Mayor was de- 
termined and succeeded at last in 
delivering the valuable tapestry 
safely into the hands of the Com- 
mittee in charge of the National 
Artistic Treasure. 

The tapestry was personally han- 
ded over to the Committee by 
D. Francisco Baile, the Civil Go- 
vernor of. Aragon, who together 
with the Mayor of Fresneda, has 
been commended by the Commit- 
tee. This latter organization has 
done wonders in saving the na- 
tional artistic wealth from the 
hands of international fascism. 



The soldiers of the 27th Divi- 
sion, who form part of the Army 
Corps commanded by Lt. Col Del 
Barrio, have volunteered to help 
In the work of gathering the har- 
vest in the area immediately be- 
hind the front. 



The Basque People's Front has 
issued an appeal to all Basque re- 
fugees resident in Catalonia and 
in particular to peasant refugees, 
to place themselves at the service 
of the Government to help in the 
work of harvesting. 



The Civil Governor of Valencia 
is working out plans for the eva- 
cuation of the civilian population 
from the Valencia harbor area, 
which has suffered so much in re- 
cent weeks from fascist air raids* 



In one of the Barracks in Bar- 
celona the soldiers have on their 
own initiative fitted up a large 
room as a dining hall in which some 
200 children will be fed daily. The 
soldiers have also undertaken to 




Call It «The Rome-Berlln-Toklo 
Axis crushing the eye of Moscow# 
then. But remember, either It goes 
•ver big as modern art, or I reach 
•or my gun. 




look after the general physical con- 
dition of the children and to edu- 
cate and train them. The National 
Co mm its of Young Spanish Wo- 
men has undertaken to help the 
soldiers in this task. 



the refugees and at present there 
are more than enough to meet the 
demand. The shearing has been 
done and the wool is ready for 
war needs. 



The soldiers of the 59th Brigade 
of the 42nd Division are sending 
four truck loads of food to the wor- 
kers of the Ford factory in Barce- 
lona. The shipment includes oil, 
wine and vegetables which the 
soldiers have themselves salvaged 
in the immediate neighborhood of 
the front. They have also decided 
to give one day's bread ration to 
the workers of the Ford factory. 



The workers of Oran have offe- 
red to adopt 500 Spanish children 
and to look after them until the 
war is over. The children will tra- 
vel by bus to Fort Vendres, just 
over the French Frontier from Ca- 
talonia and from there will proceed 
by boat to Oran. 



Some two months ago news was 
published of the heroic activities 
of two employees of the Livestock 
Department who were killed by 
enemy fire when they were eva- 
cuating large herds from danger 
zones in Aragon. 

The Livestock Department has 
successfully organized and cared 
for the herds which have been 
brought from zones either threa- 
tened or occupied by the enemy. 

The Government pays the she- 
pherds the salaries they previously 
earned and herds are exploited in 
the same way as before. Those 
cattle, sheep, etc., that are to be 
sacrificed for human consumption 
are paid for and sold at Govern- 
ment prices and distributed to of- 
ficial food supply centers. 

As the herds reached Catalonia 
in time for shearing, and there 
were not enough skilled men to 
perform the task, the Aragon Re- 
fugee Center was asked to make up 
brigades of skilled men from among 



In the village of Trijueque. Pro- 
vince of Guadalajara, where there 
happened to be no school functio- 
ning, the Culture Militia attached to 
a fortifications battalion decided to 
open a school for children. At pre- 
sent some 60 children are recei- 
ving instruction from the members 
of the Culture Milita. 



In an interview with « Frente 
Rojo » the President of the Arago- 
nese Workers' Center told of what 
has been done to look after the 
thousands of refugees who during 
the recent fascist offensive strea- 
med into Catalonia from Aragon. 

The first thing to be done was 
to organize dining-halls to feed the 
refugees. Later a cooperative was 
established which supplies the 
refugees with meat, codfish, oil, 
potatoes, rice, etc. 

At present about 32,000 people 
are enrolled in this cooperative. 
But it is calculated that equally 
as many decided to remain in the 
villages of Catalonia rather than 
come to Barcelona. In all therefore, 
about 60,000 Aragonese refugees 
entered Catalonia from Aragon 
during March and April 1938. 



In view of rhe bravery shown 
by the civilian population of Sa- 
gunto who have undergone 130 
bombardments in their defense of 
the independence of Spain, the 
Government has decided to award 
them the * Distintivo del Valor & 
(Distinction for Bravery). The 
flag of the municipal corporation 
of Sagunto shall display this dis- 
tinction. 

In addition to this the Govern- 
ment has decided to grant the 
* Medalla del Deber » (Duty Medal) 
to the metal workers of Sagunto 
and also to raise their wages. 



Antonio Ruiz Vilaplana, author 
of the book, Doy Fey (published 
in English under the title of Bur- 
gos Justice) has decided to join 
the Republican Army in view of 
the fact his levy has been called up. 

Vilaplana, who is at present ui 
Paris and therefore under no com- 
pulsion to return to Spain, tele- 
graphed to the Under Secretary 
of the Prime Minister as follows : 

« I am included in recent mobi- 
lization and am leaving next Sun- 
day to join Army. I ask you to 
convey to Government my support 
and my confidence in victory of 
Republic *. 



The Union de Muchachas (Young 
Women's Union) in Madrid issued 
the following note recently : j, 

« In view of the importance or 
gathering the harvest, we appeal 
to all the young women of Madrid 
and especially to evacuated pea- 
sant women at present residing in 
Madrid to enlist in the brifaijfes 
which are being organize^ to J#Mp 
in the work of harvesting. Tsese 
brigades will be placed at the dis- 
posal of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture. Our men folk with their ri- 
fles and we women with our sic- 
kles will form an impassable bar- 
rier and will defeat the fascist 
invaders.* 



In view of the fact that more 
than 250 employees of the Madrid 
tramways have been called for 
military service in the 1925 and 
1926 levies, some seventy women , 
began work as tram conductors^ 
on June 3. 1938 in order to assure 
the normal running of the tram 
service. 

*** 

The Federal Left and Federal 
Democratic Youth Organizations 
have decided to merge under the 
name of Federal Republican Youth 
This is another step forward in the 
unity of the youth movement. 

(Continued on pag. 8) 
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AT SCHOOL WITH THE GESTAPO 




— You say you found a dozen 
legs, several arms and five or six 
heads. What deduction did you 
make? 

— Either that we had dealt le- 
niently with a Red agitator or a 
Red agitator had massacred flRy In- 
nocent civilians. 
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SPANISH NEWS BRIEFS 

( Cor.linued from page 7 ) 

An Antwerp Tribunal has retur- 
ned four Spanish merchant ships 
to tile Republic following the hea- 
ring of a case brought against the 
Spanish Government by rebel 
shipowners. 

* * * 

On June 18th, the Government 
published a decree requisitioning 
the entire wheat and rye crop in 
the Provinces of Madrid, Guada- 
lajara, Tokio and Cuenca. The 
wheat and barley thus obtained 
will be used to feed the civilian 
population in these four provinces 
as well as the center army. 



l our peasants who were taken 
prisoner by a Republican patrol 
behind the rebel lines on April 16th, 
1938, came up for trial in Madrid 
recently. They were accused of 
disaffection to the regime. All the 
accused testified their loyalty to 
the Republican Government and 
the People's Tribunal accordingly 
acquitted them. 



General Hernandez Sarabia has 
been appointed Commander-in - 
Chief 01 the Anny in Catalonia. 
Since August 1937 he has been 
Cominandcr-in-Chief of the Le- 
vante Armv. 

* * * 

Til the recent fighting around 
Cast el Ion the 70 th Brigade, which 
at 011c time was surrounded by the 
fascist forces in the Yillafam^s sec- 
tor, managed to break through the 
enemy lines and to save not only 
all its men, but also its equipment. 



The National Federation of 
Peasants and the Federation of 
Workers of the Land have decided 
to send six thousand refugee fa- 
milies from Castellon to Albacete 
to help in the work of gathering the 
harvest . 



In view of the success with which 
the 5 and 10 peseta restaurants are 
meeting, it has been decided to 
extend the present scheme and 
open a third group which will serve 
meals at a cost of 2 .50 pesetas. At 
first, meals at this price will be 
served to four or five thousand 
people, but within a short space of 
time it is hoped to increase the 
number to eight or ten thousand. 

Over 10,000 people are already 
eating in the 5 peseta restaurants. 



On June 16 th, 1938, Sr. G6mez 
Osorio, the Civil Governor of Ma- 
drid, declared that following the 
inventory that has been made in 
all the shops of the capital it has 
been foirnd possible to achieve a 
much more equitative distribution 
of goods and that as a result pri- 
ces have fallen considerably 



Hilario Salvado, the Mayor of 
Barcelona, has officially opened 
the new workshops that have been 
Installed in one of the former Exhi- 
bition buildings. The purpose of 
the workshops is to enable all 
kinds of repairs to be carried out 
by the municipality without ha- 
ving to rely on private enterprise. 
It is calculated that a considerable 
sum will be saved in this way. 
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FOUR JARAMA BOYS BACK 



A group of Mac -Pap boys stop- 
ped 011 the road, We're going to 
the Lincolns, .they said. Further 
along was another group * off to 
the Lincolns ». 

In the British Battalion, the re- 
frain was the same when, tho- 
se who had been at Jarama, 
heard. 

It began in the morning at Bri- 
gade Headquarters. << Four of the 
American veterans are back ! ». 
So we went off to see them. True 
enough, there they were 011 the 
road. Lieutenant Bill Wheeler, Joe 
Cuban, Joe Rehil, Joe Gordon. 
All from the Jarama days, who had 
gone home and were back again. 

Naturally, they were overwhel- 
med with questions ; soon they had 
Lo move olf. 

That afternoon we found them 
in the Lincolns, up at Fstado Ma- 
yor. It was the most central point 
for everyone to come and see them 
anyway. 

What did you feel like when you 
got back home? Joe Cuban ans- 
wered, « Well you feel out of place. 
I still had a weak leg and was gi- 
ven a few weeks rest. The boys, 
everybody, treats you swell. Then, 
of course, the meetings began. Wc 
worked hard but we couldnt for- 
get Spain. I always felt I would 
come back ». 

Out of the distance there came 
that now familiar command. * Fi- 
i-um-es ! » Izquicrda inar 1 » Joe 
Gordon grinned, <> That's what 
von can call an army, everything's 



changed, ■ — you’ve got discipline 
organisation *. 

Said Bill Wheeler, * Yes, we've 
got a lot to learn and re-leam. 
These commands in Spanish for 
instance. We'll have to buckle right 
down to it. 

Visitors were still coining in. 
Commissar Saul Wellman of Bri- 
gade Machined burners had found 
an excuse to come over. With him 
E. Biggclman of Observers. There 
were greetings, questions, counter- 
questions. 

« Sure, there are more veterans 
coining — they ail want to come... 
...yes, she’s alright — I saw him 
just before I left, and so on ». 

The water was passed round. 
You could see they were old hands. 
They didnt spill a drop from the 
* Botijo *>. By the wav, they 
smoke anti-tanks without a shud- 
der. 

« What do you think of the coun- 
try now Bill? * 

<> Well the people seem quieter, 
more determined. We noticed that 
in Barcelona and all the way 
down ». 

By this time they were being 
peppered on all sides with perso- 
nal questions. 

We thought it was time to go. 
One last question. 

0 What do you think will be the 
outcome of the war? » 

Joe Rehil laughed, * WeTe here, 
arent we. And we certainly dont 
think we'll be on the losing side. 

M. L. M. 




On June 18th Captain Brage stepped out of his car, followed by the 
Brigade Adjutant. Out of the back of the car tumbled half-a-dozen chil- 
dren. What did these grim military men intend to do ■ — we have heard 
so much of « Red * atrocities. Fortunately we discovered that they in- 
tended nothing more desperate than a bath and a good time for the kids, 
who were Asturian refugees. 

* * * 

Captain Smyrcke is a football « fan «. The other day he appeared in 
the commissariat, quite excited. * The machine gunners are a wonderful 
team aren't they? +, he said, * Well my observers have licked them 5 to 1 .* 
Not content he recounted a full history of this year's International 
games. Why not make him chief of football information ? By the way, Sol 
Wellman what are you going to. do about this defeat for your gunners. 

* 

* * 

The following appeared m * Home News* the periodical of the Ame- 
rican Y. C. L. 

« The Lincoln-Washing ton Battalion have been wiped out 1.8 times to 
date — twelve times by the New York Journal and six times by the New 
York Evening Post. The last time was at Teruel. Bob Minor's despatches 
to the Daily exposed this lie for the * steenth * time. » 

* * * 

Milton Wolfe, commander of the Lincoln -Was ington went on leave 
to Barcelona. It was suggested that he should try to get some trousers 
long enough for him. * One of these day's I'll surprise you all. I'll get 
some * pantalones < too long for me «, says Milt. But Commissar George 
Watt is despairing, « he’ll never get a pair long enough «, he declares. 

* 

* • 

On June 14M the bitter struggle between the M ackenzie- P orpine au 
Battalion and the British Battalion for supremacy on the field of sport, 
continued. Once more the Mac-Paps beat the British 6 to 1. It is rumo- 
red that the British once beat the Canadians but the Canads would 
refute this as only < one more evidence of the British inability tb « take it ». 

In answer, to this the British have not yet finished laughing at the fo- 
llowing incident : 

The British Battalion threw a fine feed for the Mac-Paps.- 

After the feed there was a « shouting down * contest between the 
loudest mouthed . comrades from each Battalion. 

Good old Butch Goldberg was the Mac- Pap standard bearer and 
Bob Cooney, Battalion Commissar, was the British representative. 

Now Butch was a sort of dark horse. The British looked to their 
laurels and worried, it seems. 

So Butch was given the best in the house — two chickens, they 
say. That got Butch down — his body and his voice. For when the 
contest came off Butch could only cackle and Bob just had to talk 
normally to win. 

Now Butch is in the doghouse. Did Butch sell out?, the Mac-Paps 
ask. The British gave him two chickens but the Mac-Paps gave him 
the bird. 

History will decide the issue. Butch may vindicate himself but 
the referees say the Mac-Paps lost. It’s all over hut the shouting. 

* ' 

* * 

SPECIAL MENTION: The editor of The Volunteer for Liberty 

thanks Hy Chester, No. One Company, 

Lincoln Bat., for having contributed 1,000 pesetas, his savings for well 
over a year, to help carry on the work of this paper. 



CAMARADA VLADIMIR COPIC 




EL CAMARADA COPIC 
con Mm I man y Jim Bourne 



( viene de la pdgina 1 ) 
voluntad, y hov, cuando el deber 
lo llama a otros frentes se va con- 
tento, alt gre, feliz, porque como 
deefa 61 : * Es serial de una honda 
capacitacion entre los nuevos man- 
dos espaflolts que est&n a la altura 
de guiar con mano firme y Segura a) 
Ejercito de la independence na- 
cional de Espana *. 

Nosotros hoy sabrciuos recoger, 
asimilar, todas 1 las grandes ense- 
fianzas que nos di6 nuestro gran 
JEFE COPIC y estas experiencias 
hardn que puoda utdizarlas el 
nuevo Comandante para lievar por 
un camiho de. Glorias y Victorias 
a nuestra Brigada. 

El Camarada COPIC no se ha 
ido de nosotros si 116 que permanece- 
r& siempre en nuestro pensainiento 
y serfi como un vigfa que perdura- 
tA mlentras nuestra Brigada siga 
el camino de la gloria y del triunfo 
que siempre la ha caracterizado. 
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FASCIST DRIVES ON LEVANTE FRONT CHECKED 



JACK TAYLOR EXPLAINS ROLE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 



Ever since; the fall of Castellon 
on June 15, the Republican troops 
defending the Levaiite Sector ha- 
ve been putting up a splendid 
resistance. The enemy continues 
to attack with even greater vio- 
lence and with more material 
than; ever before. Artillery bom- 
bardments and bombing from the 
air are unending, but they do not 
prevent the Republicans from 
holding their ground till the last 
and, wnen they are finally obliged 
to abandon a position, from coun- 
ter-attacking and recuperating it. 

There were people who declared 
that, following the enemy break 
through to the coast at Castellon, 
the Republican troops would be 
forced to retreat back to the na- 
tural defenses around Sagunto. 
This has not been the case. The 
Government troops have fought 
every ir|ch of the ground and 
are resisting around Villareal and 
Burriana, a few miles south of 
Castell6n, and causing immense 
losses among the enemy forces. 

Although greatly inferior in 
arms and equipment th^ Republi- 
cans are putting into practice one 
hundred per cent the slogan put 
forward bv Dr. Negrin : * Resist*. 
How right the Spanish Prime Mi 
nister was in maintaining, during 
the bitter days of the March re- 
treat, that resistance was possible 
and that it would cause the plans 
of the enemy to fail. Yet at that 
time many had not recovered 
from their initial surprise, which 
threatened to become crystallized 
into pessimism and defeatism. 
Mile after mile of important 
ground was lost not because re- 
sistance was impossible, but be- 
cause certain people believed it 
was impossible. Then, in the early 
days of April, came the change. 
Inspired by the Prime Minister’s 
words the Spanish people took 
on new heart and began to show 
their desire to resist and overco- 
me all difficulties. Resistance 
grew from day to day, the offen- 
sive against Catalonia was slowed 
down and finally halted, and the 
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Inculcando los fundamentos | 
d® nuestra lucha a todos los f 
combotientes,robu*teciendo | 
en alios la unidad politico, | 
fortaleciendo en los mismos 
el deseo de obedecer y cum- 
plir a todo trance las orde- 
nes CONSOLIDAMOS LA i 
RESISTENCIA. El Comisario I 
ha de crear una solida dis- 
cipline en su unidad que 
asegure la victoria sobre el 

fatcismo I 
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enemy was obliged to turn his 
eyes towards Sagunto and Va- 
lencia. 

The German and Italian com- 
mands undoubtedly felt that the 
further they advanced, the weaker 
the resistance of the Spanish peo- 
ple would become. But in reality 
this resistance has not broken or 
grown less ; on the contrary, it 
has steadily increased as may be 
seen from the two months battle 
in Levante culminating in the he- 
roic defense of the past weeks 
south of Castell6n. 

Time is weighing hard on the 
enemy. He is using all his means 
to attain a decisive victory before 
the winter comes. Yet despite tile 
employment of the latest war ma- 
terial recently sent from Germany 
and Italy his hopes of defeating 
the Spanish people are steadily 
vanishing. 

If today a position has been 
reached in which the combined 
forces of Germany, Italy and rebel 
Spain can only advance at a 
snail's pace and at the cost of 
tieincndoiis losses, the time may 
not be far distant when witii the 
incorporation of the five newly 
mobilized levies into the Repu- 
blican Army, the enemy will be 
entirely held. 

When that stage is reached the 
scene of action is automatically 
transferred to the rearguard and 
victory will belong to the side 
with most cohesion and unity. 



The following is the cable re- 
cently sent to United States and 
Canadian newspapers by Jack 
T aylor : 

The entire Spanish press recent- 
ly carried a radio speech made by 
Colonel Casado, Chief of Staff of 
the Army of the Center and which 
is addressed to the chiefs and offi- 
cers of the fascist Army Head- 
quarters. 

Without going over what was 
already said on this subject, the 
main theme of which was: “All 
of us are ready to smash into pie- 
ces the humiliating foreign oppres- 
sion". It is quite useful to point 
out what the Colonel said about 
the International Brigades. 

“It is not possible", Colonel Ca- 
sado stated, “that there is a single 



The rallying of the Spanish peo- 
ple in support of their Prime Mi- 
nister, Dr. Negrlu, following his 
recent speech, the growing unrest 
and opposition to the German and 
Italian invaders in rebel territory 
are an adequate indication of 
which way the tide will turn. 



officer in the Rebel Army Head- 
quarters for whom it will be a 
discovery the certain fact that the 
fascist camp feels keenly the hu- 
miliation of a foreign invasion. I 
am sure, nevertheless, that many 
of them com it the lamentable error 
thinking that in the Loyalist camp 
the same thing occurs. All of you 
know me and not one of you igno- 
res the fact that the make up and 
the characteristics of my tempera- 
ment prevent me from soiling my 
lips with lies. Now then, I ask 
you to take this : I can assure you 
that in our camp fought only five 
International Brigades. 

“Five Brigades constituted by 
anti-fascists from various coun- 
tries, whose losses in the course of 
campaigns were replaced by Spa- 
nish soldiers. Here there are not 
any Russian units, nor is there a 
Russian Command. I affirm on 
my honor that the Army you 
are facing is the Army of the Re- 
public, an army purely Spanish 
and which fundamentally fights 
for the Independence of our fa- 
therland". 

It is quite useful to make this 
reminder. Because in many coun- 
tries throughout the world, even 
in the anti-fascist camp, many do 
not as yet understand exactly what 
were and what are the Internat- 
ional Brigades. All five were consti- 
tuted towards the end of 1 936, 
some in 1937, as part of 20 Mixed- 
Brigades newly created by a Go- 
vernment order under the direct- 
ion of the President of the Cortes 
(Parliament), Martinez Barrio, 
who was personally cjiarged with 
this work. Internationals who vo- 
lunteered to join the Spanish Re- 
publican Army were pure and sim- 
ple combatants of this Army. They 
came here to fight and to obey 
the high command of the Army 
and to command not only Internat- 
ional Units but Spanish units as 
well. 

It is clear that at the very be- 
ginning of the formation, the five 
Brigades were almost totally com- 
posed of Internationals with a 
very strong proportion of Com- 
manders and officers from the 
ranks of the International volun- 
teers. Everyone understands that 

(Continued on Page S ) 




THIS WORKER KNOWS that his labor in the war factory Is helping 

to Insure final victory 

ESTE OBRERO comprende que su trabajo en la fftbrica de guerra segnara 

la victoria final 
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USE AND CARE OF THE 7.62 RIFLE 



by Captain HUGH SLATER 




In modem warfare the rifle is 
the basic military weapon. The 
rifle, accurately handled, has been 
the determining factor in many 
wars. There are many instances 
of good rifle shooting winning 
battles against greatly superior 
forces armed with better technical 
equipment. During the World 
War a regiment of American Ma- 
rines routed an attacking German 
infantry division with accurate 
rifle fire. To achieve these results, 
however, the elements of ri fie 
shooting must be studied, prac- 
ticed and mastered. 

A common position for shooting 
in warfare is parapet shooting. In 
shooting from a trench the body 
must be steadied, either by pla- 
cing both elbows on a shelf or le~ 
aning against the front of the trench 
In a fox hole the position should 
be the standard prone position 
with both elbows firmly planted 
on the ground, the left elbow 
being directy under the rifle. In 
all parapet shooting, the rifle 
should be gripped with the left 
hand, and the hand rested on the 
parapet. If the gun is rested direc- 
tly on a hard object it tends to 
shoot somewhat high. 

The prone position is the best 
where a parapet is not available, 
as during an attack, because this 
is the steadiest and most accurate 
position and the rifleman pre- 
sents the least target to the enemy. 
Th* shooter lies at an angle of 
about 30° with the line of fire, 
leg slightly spread, feet flat on 
the ground. This oblique position 
is steadier, makes possible a better 
trigger squeeze, puts the left hand 
well forward on the barrel and 
decreases the discomfort caused 
by recoil. The left hand grips the 
rifle firmly, well in front of the 
magazine with the elbow as direc- 
tly under the rifle as possible. 
Both elbows should be firmly 
placed on the ground, right elbow 
well away from the body. The butt 
* of the rifle should be high in the 
hollow of the shoulder, not out 
on the arm. 

The sitting position is used 
when shooting downhill, when the 
prone position is not high enough 
to clear an obstruction, and it is 
far the best position for shooting 



at avion. The shooter sits facing 
quarter away from the target, 
feet equally distant from the body 
and spread apart according to the 
man's build. The upper arms rest 
on the flat spot inside the knees. 
By pivoting on the buttock the 
man can turn rapidly in any di- 
rection to follow a plane and slight 
shifts in his position will enable 
him to shoot at any angle. 

The kneeling and standing posi- 
tions offer a large target to the 
enemy and are very unsteady. 
They should be used only when 
shooting over obstructions on pa- 
rapets where support for the rifle 
can be obtained. 

The best method of aiming is 
the usual 60, clock hold as shown 
in the figure. The aim is taken by 
centering the front sight in the 
rear sight, the top of the front 
sight being level with the top of 
the rear sight. The top of the 
front sight is now held at the 
bottom center of the bulls eye. 
This gives a definite method of 
aiming and does not obscure the 
object aimed at. 

The 7.62 rifle is zeroed to shoot 



center with the bayonet attached. 
For all ranges up to 300 infers 
set the sight at 300. At greater 
ranges the graduations are appro- 
ximately correct, but the man 
must find the exact setting by 
actual firing. Without the bayonet 
the rifle will shoot quite high and 
slightly to the right with the re- 
gular setting. The rifleman must 
then aim low left or have the rifle 
re-zeroed by an armourer. 

The most important element in 
good rifle shooting is the proper 
trigger squeeze. The average man 
when shooting a rifle finds he 
cannot hold the rifle steadily. 
The front sight moves about on 
the target and he tries to jerk 
the trigger off when the sights are 
aligned. This jerk however, pulls 
the rifle further off than the slight 
movement he was trying to avoid. 

The proper method is to squeeze 
the trigger slowly, increasing the 
ressure when the sights are right, 
olding it when they swing off. 
Thus the man doesn't know the 
exact time when the rifle will fire, 
but it will be fairly accurately 
aligned.' Also this surprise effect 
tends to prevent * flinching 9, the 
instinct of hunching up the shoul- 
der against the recoil which causes 
wild shots. 

This method of squeeze will 
seem very slow and impractical 
when first tried. However when 
once formed as a habit it speeds 
up with practice and soon beco- 
mes quick enough for rapid fire. 
It is the only method of develo- 
ping a good shot. 

During the trigger squeeze it is 
necessary to hold the breath be- 
cause the movement of the body 
in breathing will cause the sights 
to wobble. Take a deep breath 
and exhale, then inhale slightly, 
so the muscles of the diaphragm 
will be at rest during the squeeze. 

To develop into an expert ri- 
fleman considerable * dry fire » 
is necessary as well as practice on 
the range. Five or ten minutes 
each day should regularly be de- 
voted to this. It is only uecessarv 
to assume the prone position, pick 



out a target on the hill and squeeze 
off the empty rifle at it. This 
practice must be taken seriously 
though, as if shooting cartridges ; 
otherwise sloppy habits instead 
of proper ones will be formed, 
and the practice will have been 
worse than useless. 

Proper safety habits must be 
developed. If the following rules 
are adhered to, accidents will be 
reduced to zero. First, never point 
a gun at a person unless you intend 
to kill him. Second, when picking 
up any weapon for handling, open 
the bolt and examine the magazine 
and chamber for cartridges ; do 
this regardless of how sure you 
are that it is empty. 

A good rifleman with a 7.62 
rifle in good condition can keep 
all his bullets in a 8 (20 cm.), 
circle at 300 meters. Even a slig- 
htly rough barrel will stay in a 12, 
(30 cm.) circle and practically all 
rifles in a 16 (40 cm.) circle. When 
the statement is made that this 
or that rifle will not hit the side 
of a hill, it means either that the 
man does not know the zero of 
the rifle, or that he cannot shoot 
accurately and relies on chance 
for his hits. 

Rifles should be cleaned and 
oiled religiously after firing ; other- 
wise the primer salts left in the 
bore will start corrosion within 12 
hours. This corrosion roughens 
the bore and decreases accuracy, 
and makes the rifle more difficult 
to clean in the future. Hot water, 
preferably soapy, is the best clea- 
ner for primer salts. This is sel- 
dom available, however, and usua- 
lly the rifle, must be cleaned by 
swabbing the bore with gasoline, 
and then A'ith oil, or even with 
oil only. In using rod or pull-thru, 
be careful not to let it bear too 
hard on the side of the barrel, or 
wear will occur with consequent 
loss of accuracy. 

After cleaning, inspect by wiping 
dry, and then oil barrel and cham- 
ber with lightly oiled patch to 
prevent rusting. Caution : the rifle 
must be cleaned and oiled every 
day even if not fired or it will 
rust. In the field if cleaning equip- 
ment is not available, an emer- 
gency method of retarding co- 
rrosion is to fire the rifle at least 
once every 12 hours. The bolt 
mechanism should be wiped free 
of dirt and the cocking cam, bolt 
lugs and extracting cam particu- 
larly must be oiled. All points 
which are polished by friction 
should be lightly oiled. 

Don’t use a muzzle plug, it 
causes rust, and eventually you 
will forget to remove it and bell 
the barrel. Getting the muzzle 
full of mud will do the same thing. 

If during firing the bolt tends 
to stick, cock by pulling cocking 
head to rear, and then raise bolt 
handle. This eliminates the fric- 
tion in the cocking cam and the 
force necessary to compress the 
spring. For accurate fire the long 
heavy boat-tailed bullet with the 
yellow tip is best and should be 
obtained when possible. This bullet 
is not hard on barrels, nor is the 
black tipped anti-tank bullet. The 
yellow tip bullet and a good j - 62 
rifle is a combination with which 
the rifleman can do excellent 
shooting. 




CARE of the rifle will insure its accuracy of fire and durability. 
TU FUSIL es el arma de nuestra victoria. Cuida tu fusil blen 
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59th Battalion comrades 
Camaradas del 59 Balalldn 






“En las manos de la juventud tenemos los 
destinos y la suerte de toda la humanidad“ 

Siempre a la juventud le ha sido 
dispuesto el liaber de dccidir e 
inttrvenir cn los problcmas de la 
humanidad. Han sido sus an si as 
renovadoras y sus inquietudes las 
que han liecho evolucionar todo 
el mecanismo del sistema de vivir. 

Han sido sus ardores, y con sn cn- 
tusiasmo y tsfuerzo, que se Iian 
transforniado lcyes y costumbrcs, 
antic uadas e inipropias. 

Pero nunca conio aliora — so- 
bre todo tn nosotres, juventud cs~ 
panola — nos habian sido riser- 
vadas rcsponsabilidadcs tan gran- 
dcs conio las prestntes. Kn las 
manos de la juventud de lioy tc- 
uemos los destinos y la suerte de 
toda la huiuanidad. l")e nosotros 
dtpeiide el salvar la civilizacion — 
la evolueion efeetuada — pasada ; 
las liber tadis y avanccs pre scutes 
y las posibilidades de superaeion 
futuras ; hoy todas ellas, de cerca 
anicnazadas por la barbaric fas- 
eista. 

La juventud pasada. luusta aliora 
ha ido cumpliendo con su deber 
y con su liiisidn historica. 

De nosotros, la juventud es- 
pahola presente, no puede docirsc 
tainpoco que no se haya siluado 
al nivcl que las circmi stand as ban 
requerido. lUinos dejado en mo- 
liientos oportimos las herramien- 
tas del aprendizaje v del trabajo, 
y los libros del estudio. para cm- 
puiiar cl fusil, y boy lleiiamos or- 
gullosos las filas del Kjcrcito Re- 
gular. La juvt ntud cntcra del iinni- 
do, oonseknte y capaz, tambien 
eumple con su deber desdo dondc 
se enemntra, p^ro a liuestro lado 
los mAs au' laces. 

Sabemos que aiin tuitmos que 
salvar dificultades enonuts. Por 
las persp^ctivas, vemes, que pue- 
dtn venir incluso situaeiclics mAs 
diffeilcs. lVro por encima dtl as- 
p>cto ad verso y por mAs que las 
condicioncs quieran presentarse 
duras, creo hnncineiite quo sa- 
breincs acaramos a ellas y con 
ventaja superar sus dificultades. 

Cierto es, que lo que se pide de 
nosotres ts un esfuerzo supremo 
y que sea decisivo para derrotar 
al faseismo. Pero no es uienos 
cierto que nos estainos capaci- 
tando y preparaudo para dar en 
el moment o preeiso cl golpe mor- 
tal que se necesita. 

Cierto os que lo que se espera de 



iEmpieza el Africa en los Pirineos? 
o “Les evenements I’Espagne" 

Por el CapltAn Gennin HernAndez Antdn 

Los que lieinos salido de Espafli 
hemos podido ver con constenia- 
cion que la prensa reaccionariapro- 
curaba por todos los medios a su 
alcance desnaturalizar el origen. 
trascendencia y consecuencias del 
etemo — y ya en vfa de solucion — 
probUma intemo cspanol. 

* i/cs Evenements d'Espagne », 
era el eneabezamiento con que cn 
la citada prensa titulaban y descri- 
bfan las lieroicas y designates lu- 
chas que el pueblo espanol sostc- 
nfa solo por const guir que en el 
Escudo Nacional se inscribieran 
las sublimes palabras de Libertad, 

Frai'.ynidad e Igualdad, palabras 
que si bien estaban muy lojos de 
interpretarlas al pie de la letra, al 
menos se habian reconocido ofi- 
ciabmnte cn la mayor parte dc 
las constitucioncs que regfan en 
Europa, a exception de las quo 
regfan la Peninsula lb^rica. Nos- 
otros los espanoles, en nu stras 
ettmas luclias cotidianas p dfa- 
mos, sf, lo bastante para nosotros, 

P?ro no debeincs ignorar que lo 
quo pedfamos no suponfa nada c n 
el resto de Europa, ya que tn la 
mayor parte de las Naciones, por 
lo que nosotros luchAbamcs ya 
lo liabfan conseguido. Con esto 
quicro decir que a juicio mlo el 
fondo pob'tico y social de todas 
las luelias que en Espaha hemos 
sostenido a pesar dc las diferentes 
tendencias que lian caracterizado 
los distintos movimientos mAs o 
menos subversivos, en el fondo lo 
que pretendfamos conseguir s 61 o 
era curopeizar a Espana, porque 
coino ospahotes. ncs dolia ver a 
nucstra Patria no ir a la zaga, no. 
siiio despreiidersc de la caravana 
dc potcncias que formaban el cor- 
tejo europeo, porque eomo puros 
patriotas (sin confundirnos con 
los que tanto blasonan de lo inisiiio) 
nos avt rgonzaba el gran ceiiso de 
analfabctos que daban las estadfs- 
ticas oficiales, la gran cantidad dc 
Directores de Emprcsas, Ingtnie- 
ros, etc., extranjeros, que vtnfaii 
a ICspaha a mandarnos y gobtr- 
namos para vergiienza y oprobio 
nuestro, asf conio si la raza que 
durante siglos llevo el timon del 
Mundo en todos los ordenes, armas, 
polftica, cicncia y letras, hubicra 
degencrado a tal punto de ser una 
raza inferior, incapaz dc instniirsc 
y organizarse, por lo que se vefa 
cn la necesidad de importar cere- 
bros, tecnicos y directores. A nos- 
otros, los espanoles cien por cieu, 
nos indignaba ver los caniinos de 
Inin y Port Pou, conio cordones 
de liormigas, espanoles quo con 
su saco al honibro, dejabaii la 
tierra que les habfan dicho que era 
rica y que ademAs ellos por txpe- 
rfeucia lo sabfan, para ir a dar su 
sudor y su sangre al extranjt-ro, 
para que otras naeiones se ( nrique- 
eicran a costa nucstra ; dt jaban 
su tierra, su Espana, su Patria en 
manos del Eeudal y convertida en 
cotos o en eriales, mitntras les 
deefan que dada la calidad dc la 
titrra y el clima espaflol, Espaha 
podrfa mantener cincucnta niillo- 
nes de habitantes, y sin embargo, 
por la iucapacidad, egofsmo e in- 
comprension de los que la regian 
teniendo veintidos niilloms, te- 
nfanios que einigrar a pafscs ex- 
tranjeros, donde nos explotaban, 
mieutras cramos sanos y fuertes, 
y se nos repat riaba cuando ya no 
podfainos trabajar. 



nosotros — vtneedores de esta 
lueba cn un dia no lejano — es 
scr los or gani za r lores de nuestra 
victoria. Pero no es menos cierto 
que en el momento preeiso sere- 
mrs los tecnicos y los manuales, 
los dirigentes y los produc tores, 
para juntos revivir todas las po- 
sibilidadcs industrialcs y agrfcolns 
de nuestro pais. Para este fin, es- 
tudiamos y cstudiaremos con la 
intensidad que sea necesaria ; y 
asf poder ofreccr al mundo a van- 
zado y que progresa, un pueblo 
florccicnte, amante de la libertad 
y de la justicia. 

Cierto es que cxiste muclia ju- 
ventud aiin. — produeto de los 
regimeiies pasadcs — inconsci elite 
e igiiorante. Pero no cs menos 
cierto que lioy — una vez cono- 
eidos otros liorizoiitcs — ba visto 
nacer deiitro de su esjuritn una 
profunda ansi a y un afAn de supe- 
racion que antes no liabia sentido. 
Con un pequeno esfuerzo liada mAs, 
esta juventud — digna de eoni- 
partir jmita la rcsponsabilidad de 
esta India — sera manana la ex- 
eelente eoiaboradora cn las tareas 
constmetivas y productoras del 
pais. 

Dadnos posibilidades de supers- 
cldn, y tened fe en la Juventud 
de hoy 1 ! 1 

Valentin MXjixor 





Captain Germain Hernandez, who wai 
commander of 59th Battalion and who has 
now been transferred to the 11th Brigade. 

El CapltAn Germin Hernindez, que era 
comandante del 59 BataUdn y ahora ha 
sido trasladado a ta II Brlftda 



I/Os que emigrAbamcs vefainos 
eomo tn tsas pottucias, a pesar 
de no ser respetados eomo les hijos 
del pafs, con frccutncia se nos res- 
petaba m As que en nuestra patria, 
y tambidn vefamos con frecuencia 
que convencidos por tsa prensa 
jesuftica y fastizoide que encabe- 
zaba los rtportajes sobre nucstra 
patria con el tftulo de « lx's evtne- 
ments d’Espagne », se ncs deefa 
de una forma categories o humo- 
ristica — para el caso poco im- 
ports — que Africa empezaba en 
Jos Pirineos. Estes insultcs yo los 
escuche hasta el ano 1935, cn que 
procedcnte de Erancia regres? a 
Espana, v los escuchaba entonecs 
cuando precisamcnte, bitn o mal 
gobematia, Espana la gobemaban 
los espanoles ; tntonces cuando a 
los ninos cu la escuela los educaban 
con el odio al moro y a la media 
luna, sin que £sta se atreviera a 
ultrajar, insultar y profanar a la 
Santa Cruz de Cristo, v sin que un 
solo moro, ni uno para medicina, 
pisara la tierra que t nriquecieron 
sus aulepasados, porque eso era 
considerado eomo un insulto a la 
bandcra. 

Africa empieza en los Pirineos... 
« Les evements d’P'spagne »... 
que dirA aquella inaldita prtnsa 
ahora? Ahora que en la Ivspafla 
sometida al invasor se disfiutan 
menos libertadcs que en cualquicr 
Colouia del Imperio ingles o tran- 
ces, c'que dir A ahora qne los moros 
y la media luna soleumeiucnte for- 
man parte del sthjuito del ridiculo 
gcneralfsimo? Ko se lo que dirA, ni 
me liace falta el saberlo, pero me 
lo figuro y solo cl pcnsarlo.me in- 
digno v me averguenzo y por tso 
digo que cn cstos nioiiuntcs tene- 
mos que gritar todcs les espaiiohs 
coino aquel gran espaflobsta. que 
su partido no eraii m la Republics 
ni la Monarqufa, ni el Socialismo, 
ni la Anarquia ; su partido era Es- 
paha: Espanoles, europcizarsc *. 

l'.ae grito tan de actualidad aunque 
su autor ya no estA entre los vivos, 
lo lanzo el Icon de (iraus, Joaqufn 
Costa, aquel que cu el Atenco de 
Madrid tanto le tcniian los zar- 
pazes. E11 cstos 11101m litos diffeilcs 
porque atraviesa Espana, la patria, 
debemos invocar su inunoria y los 
espahotes transfonnainos en leo- 
nes, cuyos zarpazos unidcs, exter- 
minen de una vez para siempre al 
invasor, y para couseguirlo sea- 
mos leones en el trabajo, eu el es- 
tudio yen elcoinbate, por la Patria. 

j Espanoles, a europeizarse !. 
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TIk- Kitchen brings you t'n<xl. 
.he inteiidencia gets you clothes, 
the Commissariat provides your 
press, the Armory sends you mu- 
tions, and because all these things 
arc necessities you recognise the 
value of the services. Put how 
often do you think of a group of 
men without whom none of these 
tilings would be possible? They 
are the men who sit at the wheel 
of the camions that bring up sup- 
plies, and because they go about 
their job quietly and efficiently, 
they often go unnoticed. They are 
the men of the Auto Park. Behind 
their efficiency lies the organisation 
of the two departments of the Auto 
Park : the Rolling Park and the 
Base Garage. 

The work of the camion-drivers 
is directly controlled from the Ro- 
lling Park- — the center for all 
effective vehicles — which is under 
the supervision of Sergeant Eascy 
Goldstein. From here they receive 
their commissions and they return 
here when their job is completed. 

Let Easey, who has been with 
the Auto Park since it became a 
really effective unit just before 
Belchite last year, tell us some- 
thing about it. 

<> Hell *, he says v we hadn't ma- 
ny camions, maybe 15 or 16 when 
the order came to take the boys 
to Belcliite. I arrived. Why ? Old 
trucks, breakdowns 
along the road. 
Some trucks ma- 
de 3 or 4 trips. 



TH 



Anyway our drivers knew their 
job. They went out to * organize » 
fascist camions — and they did. 
One of them found a machine gun 
in the church tower between him 
and a new truck. The fascist tried 
to get him, but he stuck on in a 
house opposite and drove the 
truck out at night still under fire. 

* The result was that we finished 
up with some twenty first class 
camions and a water-tank. 

«< We wanted tools, accessories, 
parts and the fascists obligingly 
supplied us with them at Teruel. 
Incidentally some of our boys dis- 
turbed a fascist underground nest 
and gave chase — oh no, it's not 
entirely a quiet life. 

* More recently a funny incident 
happened at Licera. The enemy 
sprayed our water- tank with ma- 
chine gun fire and burst the water 
container that supplied the engine. 
Bill Chega was driving and like all 
our drivers he doesn't leave his 
truck if he can help it. He stuck 
around awhile until he hit on an 
idea. Well, we laughed like hell 
when we saw him come in. There 
was one soldier sitting on the radia- 
tor feeding the engine with water 
through the hose from the tank 
and another was turning the pump 
handle. It looked just like a woun- 
ded elephant limping in. # 

The Rolling Park, however. 



Anvil and forge 
Yunque y fragua 
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En convoy 



DE AUTO PARK 



MILLER 



could not function without the 
Base Garage where all heavy 
Repairs are done. Emanuel Arkas, 
the head mechanic is like the man 
who said that he had an umbrella 
for twenty years. ) — v I've chan- 
ged the stick five times, the reks 
seven times and had it recovered 
twelve times, u). He makes cars 
out of salvaged parts that they 
pick off the road. That is why Ser- 
geant Greens tein, boasts that they 
still have trucks from Jarania, 
though they won’t take bets as to 
whether » there is an original part 
left. 

Joe Greenstein, head of the Base 
Garage, told some interesting sto- 
ries about the drivers. « There's 
Allen Foot, who got food to the 
boys by driving his camion over 
the fields after the roads had been 
cut ; or « Pop * Pitt who worked 
his camion 5 days and 5 nights 
bringing up ammuntion to the 
line ; of the driver who brought 
his camion over the hills when he 
was surrounded on every road.*) 

At the Garage they not only 
rebuild cars, they make mecha- 
nics. Sam Gunchak, the Commis- 
sar of the Auto Park, will tell you 
of the 25 young Spaniards who 
joined the Park at Monde jar. Now 
■2 of them are expert mechanics 
and the rest of them ‘are proving 
extremely valuable. Sam, by the 



way, boasts of the two cooks that 
the Park possesses. Wryly he re- 
marked, $ the Park is famed for 
its good food and its hospitality. 
Anyone with the slightest excuse 
drops in for a meal. Its driving our 
quartermaster crazy. » 

Last, but not least, the work 
of the two departments is coordi- 
nated under the command of Te- 
niente Pedro S&nchez. It’s a tri- 
bute to S&nchez that the work 
runs so smoothly that the camions 
do their job without a hitch. But 
all the boys do their share and 
they do it well. As Arkas says, 
« There isn’t a job wc can’t fix*, 
and they are justly proud of it. 

The men of the Auto Park form 
the spine of our Brigade. Their 
good or bad work reflects the mobi- 
lity of the Battalions and the en- 
tire 1 ’ Brigade. A truck, out on a 
assignment, that goes on the bum 
may disorganize the plans of the 
Brigade Staff Commanders. In 
any case, it holds things up. 

But the Auto Park has proven 
that it knows how to work and 
how to serve the Brigade with the 
maximum of efficiency. These 
comrades with the greased hands 
have also shown that they can 
<j take it * and make the necessary 
sacrifices that true anti-fascists 
have often been called upon to 
make in this war 
for the National 
Independence of 
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Machine-shop 
Taller de maquinaria 
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Gettln* her Into trim 
Arregl&ndole bien 
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Easey Q olds tein at headquarters of 
“rolling parfc”.— El camarada Goldsfem 
en el Estado Mayor del “rolling park 
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Park group listen to their actor 



dlonist. — Un grupo del Parque 



escuchando a su acordeonlsta 










Lt. Pedro S&nchez t 
who heads the Auto Park 

El Tenlente jefe del Parque 
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BRIGADE HELPS 

# Descanso! Volunteers are wan- 
ted to help the peasants in the 
fields Half the company steps 
forward, the names arc taken 
of the first twenty. After coffee 
these men form up and march to 
a small village. They are already 
addressed as * canipesinos * by 
the responsibles. This alone seems 
to bring us nearer to the country, 
associating us intimately with 
the people and the earth of Spain. 

I walk along thinking of this asso- 
ciation which is true for everyone, 
and is conscious in the mind of the 
International, which can be empha- 
sised so strongly by the act of 
being spoken to as * campesino *. 

In the village the farmers of 
the land wait for us. Ten of us are 
chosen to go with a cheerful cam- 
p.*sino arrayed in corduroy trou- 
sers, alpargatas and striped shirt. 
We round two comers to his 
house and we all drink wine. 
There's an interchange of Brigade 
Spanish and Catalan. It is obvious 
that he is pleased to be in the com- 
pany of soldiers from an Inter- 
national Brigade, more pleased 
to know that they are there to 
help him... 

Out into the fields along tracks 
and through narrow sunken lanes 
we are shown how to trim the vine 
plants ; strip off the shoots which 
grow between the junctions of 
the stems and the large leaves. 
The campesino patiently repeats 
* las hojas, no *, until we have 
it correct and then, starting with 
a row each, our work commences. 



IN THE FIELDS 

Slowly circling round each plant, 
pulling away the shoots, each 
time more skillfully and quickly, 
the line advances down the field. 
Although it is a long and unin- 
termittent task, it is a pleasant 
job, giving a man time to fetl Llv* 
sun. Beyond the fields to the west 
is a range of mountains, beyond 
them not far away lies the front. 
Sometimes a Spaniard sings or 
an Englishman swears when a 
clegg bites, but these are normal 
peacetime occupations. Occasio- 
nally the campesino comes to one 
of our rows to assist, perhaps to 
say again «las hojas, no«, then a 
friendly pat on the shoulder and he 
goes to another row. Occasionally 
a jar of water is passed around. 

At two o'cloe'k, judged by the 
peasant who can tell by the height 
of the sun, all of us walk to a 
small hut. Some* bathe in an irri- 
gation dam. (I can believe that 
the original object of these dams 
were to cool down the heated 
field workers.) The farmer and 
his very old and cheerful father 
give us newly pulled onions, and 
they protest ingly accept a little 
of food. Everyone lies under 
a lint tree for the inestimable 
siesta. In the afternoon we work 
up and down more rows of vines. 
When our afternoon work is done 
we start back for the Brigade. 
The campesino showers us with 
words oF appreciation, gratitude 
and affection. Ho hopes to see us 
again and we shall be glad to conic 
back. Frank Antrim 



On June 17th and i8tli the Bri- 
gade was visited by Mrs. Alice Ho- 
lloway, in Fpain on h'r way back 
from the Soviet I’nion. Mrs Ho- 
lloway had been stnt as a delegate 
to the May Day celebrations in the 
l \ S. S. R., by the Women's Auxi- 
liary of the Australian Railway- 
men's Union and while there had 
met the 20 Spanish delegates who 
were th-re for the same purpose. 

She recounted the manner in 
whit k the Spanish delegation had 
been welcomed. 

* Wherever they wtnt *, she said, 
* they were simply overwhelmed 
with flowers and gifts. On May Day 
as they walked into the Red Square 
in Moscow a trem. ndcus roar of 
applause greeted them and the 
Russian workers wtre equally en- 
thusiastic at all the places they 
\ isited. * 

It was on the invitation of the 
delegation that sk * came to Spain. 
She was enthusiastic about every- 
thing she had seen, especially about 
her visit to the Brigaeie and she was 
thrilled by he r talk to the Austra- 
lians and all « the wonderful boys. * 
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As we talked a company of Spa- 
nish comrades marched by sin- 
ging at the top of their voices. 

¥ You laiow«, she said, « that’s 
typical of all I 've see n, of the Spa- 
nish people — always singing from 
morning till night. A nation so ob- 
viously undaunted will never be 
lx ate n. « 

They were doing a great deal in 
Australia for Spain, she went on, 
and her experiences here would 
make her determined to redouble 
her efforts. eMy organisation has 
adopted one of the Spanish chil- 
dren who arc being cared for in 
Australia, but I feel now, as if I 
could convince them to adopt the 
whole colony. 

In her liand she held a Brigade 
history and an International Bri- 
gade Album signed by many pro- 
minent members of the Brigade. 
She intends to make good use of 
them when she gets home, and she 
is planning and exhibition of pho- 
tographs which she has obtained 
during her stay. 

M. L. M. 




MARCHING SONG OF THE 2 nd COY 
OF THE BRITISH BATTALION 




SPANISH YOUTH representing d liferent youth organ In t tons. All have long ago burled 
their axes to fight their common foreign Invader, They are part of te 59th Battalion 

JUVENTUDES ESP A SOLES mlembros dc varlat organtxae tones Juveniles. Todos ahora 
tsttn juntos contra la Invasion extrmnjcra. Son mlembroi del 59 Batallbn 



D’ye ken the traitor Franco 
Whose hair is turning grey? 
D’ye ken the traitor Franco 
Whose had his little day? 

D’ye ken the traitor Franco 
He’s fading away? 

As the day of the workers is daw, 

[nlng. 

For the sound of our voices 
Have filled him with dread. 

And the clamour of the people 
Has endangered his head, 

And soon the poor fellow’ll 
Be wishing he was dead, 

For the day of the workers Is daw, 

[ning. 

Yes we ken the traitor Franco 
And his motley crew: 

Qneipo and Mnsso 
And the paper-hanger too. 

From defence to attack, 



From attack (0 the kill, 

As the day of the workers is daw- 

[ning. 

Yes we ken the traitor Franco, 
Who’s found he could not stay, 
He lived at Burgos 
One on a day, 

But now he has gone 
Far, far away, 

For he fled to Salamanca In the 

[morning. 

BILL HARRINGTON 
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JOE GORDO N Jarama 

Volunteer 
Returns 



by M. Mickenberg 

When volunteers go home and 
then decide to come back again 
to Spain and to the International 
Brigades, it is a significant thing. 
It shows that this anti-fascist war 
is a struggle which must be fought 
to a finish. It proves that good 
men cannot stay away so long 
as their comrades are still on the 
firing line for democracy. 

The rjjth Brigade, like all the 
other brigades, has seen it happen 
before. Some time ago, a number 
of English and Irish comrades 
went home, found that they could 
not rest and rejoined the ranks 
out here. Now the first group of 
American and Canadian repa- 
triates have done the same. Un- 
deterred by Republican Spain's 
recent setbacks, they crossed 3,000 
miles of ocean once more, made 
the tough pilgrimage over the 
Pyrenees, went into training again, 
and at last reached their goal — 
the front lines against internatio- 
nal fascism. 

These men deserve tribute. Twice 
they could have remained at home. 
Twice they have freely entered one 
of the most rutldess wars the world 
fran ever known. It is .important 
to know who these comrades are 
and to understand their attitude. 

Take Joe Gordon, one of the 
outstanding men of the group. His 
is among the most famous names 
in the history of the original Lin- 
coln Battalion. He was a member 
of the very first boatload of Ame- 
ricans bound for Spain, sailing on 
Christmas Day 1936. To do that 
he took an informal departure 
from the U. S. Army. Madrid was 
calling, and there could be no time 
for formalities when the need for 
trained men was so acute. And 
Joe was experienced in artillery, 
cavalry and training methods. 
He couldn't hesitate in such an 
emergency. 

For Joe was also an experienced 
and convinced trade unionist. He 
had learned to be a worker- soldier. 
Few of his organisation’s picket 
lines and demonstrations found 
him anywhere but in the thick 
of it. Police clubs, jail sentences, 
pitched battles with strike-brea- 
king thugs — these were all part 
of the game to Joe so long as the 
cause of the union went forward. 
The courageous devotion of mem- 
bers like Joe Gordon has given 
that union its superb record and 
reputation. To mention its name 
is perhaps enough. It is the Fu- 
rriers Union, unquestionably one 
of the hardest-hitting and most 
thoroughly progressive trade unions 
of America. A considerable num- 
l>er of its mehibers have come to 
Spain. 

As is already known, the Lin- 
coln Battalion hit the line for its 
baptism of fire in the middle of 
February last year. The first 
heavy engagement occurred on 
February 23 at the height of the 
('rovemment counter offensive to 
hold the Madrid-Valencia highway. 
Iturlng that niglit occurred one 
f those heroic episodes that give 
true meaning to the word •com- 
ade *. It was the’ rescue of Cap- 
tain John Scott, infantry com- 
pany commander. Shot through 
the stomach, he lay close to the 
fascist lines. It was a perilously 
exposed spot even in the dark- 



ness. Joe had participated in the 
operation and he came back to get 
help for his commander. Volun- 
teers stepped forward with a stret- 
cher. Running, crouching and craw- 
ling, Joe led them to where Cap- 
tain Scott lay. Several men were 
killed in the act. But Scott came 
in, unfortunately to die only a 
few minutes later. 

The book of the 15th Brigade, 
recently published, contains Joe's 
own account of the rescue. Be- 
cause it is told with the singled 
and direct truthfulness of a man 
who lived through it, that story 
has already begun to be conside- 
red one of the finest epics of per- 
sonal courage and comradely de- 
votion in the records of all the 
International Brigades. 

That rescue was simply in line 
of duty to Joe Gordon. He was at 
his post again as an infantryman 
when the sun rose and the battle 
raged on. In the afternoon he was 
wounded by a bullet along the 
side of his head. Covered with 
blood, he was taken away and 
few expected him to survive. But 
expert medical care pulled him 
through, even though the vision 
of liis left eye was destroyed 
and can never be restored. He was 
in the hospital for many months, 
emerging in time to rejoin the 
battalion just before it entered 
the Brunete offensive. 

He became a group leader in 
the infantry. Again he distinguished 
himself in action. V htn the bat- 
talion received perhaps the worst 
field bombardment of the war 
up to that time, it was in position 
to reinforce Spanish troops at 
Villanueva del FariUos against an- 
expectcd fascist counter-attack. 
The bombardment was co-ordi- 
nated with the ‘fascist counter- 
advance so as to stop reinforce- 
ments from strengthening the 
thereattned line. 

But the instant the bombs stop- 
ped failing the order was given 
to reach a ridge above, where Spa- 
nish comrades were manning a ; 
vital position. There began a wild 
sprint almost two kilometers uphill 
to get to that ridge in time to ivlp 
beat off the fascist attack. As *s 
already well known, the job was 



done with full succe.ss. But Joe 
Gordon's group was the first to 
reach the ridge, and Joe himself 
was the first American to open 
fire. For that reason, when all was 
quiet later, the Spanish brigade 
commander came over and than- 
ked Joe for the service rendered 
by the battalion. * 

A few days afterward, at Bru- 
nete, Joe was wounded again. To 
this day he carries a piece of shrap- 
bel in his left leg. It cannot be 
removed. He was invalided home 
last fall. 

Before he left, however, his 
brother Leo had arrived to carry 
011 the family's anti-fascist repu- 
tation. And Leo Gordon did carry 
on — until he was lost in the recent 
fighting on the Aragon. But jj^oe's 



Dr. Negrfn's statement on the 
war aims of the Spanish Govern- 
ment signalises the final achieve- 
ment of unity among all parties 
and groupings within the Repu- 
blic. The immediate effect will 
be to eliminate the weaknesses 
and confusion, caused by conflic- 
ting policies and mutual antago- 
nisms, which retarded the full de- 
velopment of the country's war 
organisation. 

Abroad, the document will be 
read first as a manifesto of the 
Republic's ■ determination to fight 
the war out, and a denial, unani- 
mous throughout the country, of 
any current stories that the Go- 
vernment arc contemplating ca- 
pitulation. In outlining the pur- 
pose for which the stiuggle is being 
upheld. Dr. Negrfn disposes of 
the suggestion that there is a re- 
volutionary aim behind it. The 
Thirteen Points include nothing 
that is unfamiliar to the sincere 
democrat ; as a statement of 
ideals, it merely states afresh the 
* .’■incipi .0 which he holds sacred. 
.Nor is it more than a reaffirmation 
of the ConsLAuil* *1 which put the 



grief over his brother is only part 
of what brought him back to Spain, 
back to the unromanlic and dan- 
gerous battlefields. Until fascism 
is defeated here, he feels he cannot 
deserve the right either to rest 
011 his laurels or forget his sacri- 
fices. He hates fascism more than 
he loves glory. 

At home Joe Gordon took care 
of himself, rebuilding his physical 
condition. When he decided he 
was strong enough he sailed as 
soon as possible. It may have 
been noticed how warmly the old- 
timers welcomed him back. For, 
despite his 011c eye and injured 
leg, Joe Gordon is a living exam- 
ple of the truth that among anti- 
fascists, it is the spirit which 
counts above everything else. 



People ‘s Front peaceably into 
power in February 1936. It is 
therefore a proof that those who 
carry war against the Republic 
are contesting democracy as an 
institution and have betn doing 
so fromt he start. It leaves the de- 
mocrat with the alternatives of 
supporting the Spanish Govern- 
ment or ranging himself on the 
side of the Fascists — there is no 
logical middle course. 

The announcement was made 
at a moment when progressive 
people of all colours were conduc- 
ting demonstratiens based on a 
demand for aid for Spain. Dr. Ne- 
grfn commanded the^attention of 
an audience not only worid-wide 
but ranging diversely from con- 
servatives to Communists. . There 
was something for all. Reasona- 
ble respect for property rights, 
home and foreign, to gratify 
the progressive elements of the 
old order. Restorating of power 
balmii ip the Mediterranean to 
e-wnurug* those who were con- 
cerned about the Ilrithh rnipirc's 
eastward seaway ArmFo; * T of 
wording class cM.ui +J ns s >x social 
democratic wav* rers. j ulnerenct; 
to collective security and rejec- 
tion of vind'ctive ' eprisals for the 
peace-lovers. National ui.lependen- 
ce and freedom of thought for all. 

The third section to uFm the 
manifesto is directed is the Spa- 
nish population within fascist te- 
rritory. To them, the Government 
program offers a far freer life than 
they are at present enjoying. Mi- 
nor it> groups are offered the 
independent rights that fascism 
denies them. All are incited to dis- 
content without fear of retribu- 
tion after the war has been won. 
The Thirteen points will give 
these people a hope and a reassu- 
rance of the Republic's strength. 
No intelligent revolutionary will 
regard this manifesto of demo- 
cracy as a step away from his 
o' n aims. On the contrary, it is 
» expression of the only effec- 
tive means by which national in- 
dependence can be achieved, and 
this as he knows, A a necessary 
preliminary to the emanc’pat'i^u 
of the workfng-class. 




STUDYING at the divisional school for co m.itsars 
ESTUDIAF r ' en la Escuela de Comisarlo* de la DMsldn 



SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
THIRTEEN POINTS 

by MILES TOMALIN 

Winner, 3«i Prize, Brigade Essay 
Contest on Republic’s 13 Points 
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DISERTACIONES 

UN ESTlMULO 




AMMUNITION DUMP. — |DEP6SIT0 DE MUNICIONES 



iQUE ES UN CABO? 

UN CABO DEL EJERCITO POPULAR 



Sirvan estas lfiieas en los mo- 
mentos presenters, como un pe- 
queuo estlmulo entre nuestros sol- 
dados, encaminado a la aportacidn 
de un modesto concurso mds en 
la lucha que sostenemos, para me- 
diante una vulgarizacidn de las 
inlsmas, contribuir en lo posible 
a la supresidn o mejor dicho, la 
reduce ion del porcentaje de las en- 
fermedades vendreas que tantas 
balas estdn causando en nuestras 
filas precisamente en los mo mentos 
en que el factor hombre nos es de 
una incontrovertible necesidad. 

j Cudntas veces por exceso de 
confianza o por descuido, has in- 
currido, soldado, en tan perjudi- 
cial quebranto de tu salud ! En 
immmerablcs ocasiones has gozado 
de algun permiso que te ha sido 
concedido para el descanso y tu 
aseo personal como asimismo para 
otra Indole de necesidades justifi- 
cadas y tu lo has utilizado de for- 
ma. tan descuidada que tu mismo 
sin darte cuenta, has restado un 
hombre al ejercito que lucha por 
la libertad, por la dignificacidn 
humana y por la clevacion del 
grado de cultura ffsica e intelec- 
tual de nuestra raza. Asimismo 
te has causado un perjuicio con 
respecto a tu propia salud, con- 
tray end o una enfermedad que 
puede ser la total ruina de tus 
energias ffsicas y la destrucci6n, en 
infinidad de casos, de tus supreluas 
aspiraciones futuras en lo quo 
concieme a la proexeaeidn y por 
lo tanto has contribufdo a poner 
im obst&culo al engrandecimien- 
to y perfeccidn de nuestra ra- 
za. Una de las enfemiedadcs 
m&s vulgamiente. conocida, den- 
tro de las llamacHls vendreas, es 
la Blenorragia y quizes sea la m£s 
extend ida. Para esta enfermedad, 
si el 'contagio es evidente, no de- 
bris hacer otra c.osa que observar 
una gran higiene e inmediatamente 
eonsultar al Medico de tu unidad 
para que te ponga en tratamiento, 
ues esta enfermedad, si la aban- 
onas por no constituir para ti mi 
motivo de alarma, como sucede 
en muchos casos, te puede acarrear 
serias complicaciones como son la 
Prostatitis, Cistitis. Orquitis. etc., 
incluso puede producirse la muer- 
te, como ha sucedido eu no paces 
casos, por Septicemia gonococica o 
sea la invasion de la sangre por el 
gonococo. Otras innunierablescom- 
plicaciones te podria eitar, pero el 
objeto de estas llneas no es otro 
quo el quo al prineipio he indicado. 

Esto so puede evitar, mediante 
infinidad de prooedimientos que 
hoy dla existeii al alcance do to- 
dos. El Jefe Medico do tu unidad, 
o en su defecto el practicaute, te 
puede informar de todos olios si 
es que los dcsconoces ; oxistoii en 
forma de pomadas, en instilaeio- 
nes y como garantia de seguridad. 
el preventivo de cauclio, aparto 
de otros muchos procediinientos. 
Siendo asf, ipor que llogar al trance 
de contraer una grave enfermedad 
venerea o sifilftica? 

Jgualmente los que hab^is pa- 
decido algiin chancro u otra mani- 
festacidn de tlpo sifilitico no sedis 
d esc ui dados para vosotros mismos 
y debdis poner todo lo que estd de 
vuestra parte, para llevar a cabo 
el tratamiento que es necesario 
caai onualmente ; solicitad de vues- 
txoe Jefes Medico# respectivoa, si 



Por ARTURO NAVARRA 

os que el los lo creen oportuno, el 
an 4 Iisis de vuestra sangre y de esta 
forma mantendreis en pielacoope- 
racidn que tan abnegadamente es- 
t&is llevando a cabo en nuestro 
glorioso Ejercito Popular. 

Tened siempre una higiene con- 
tinua y practicada de una forma 
eficaz y muy especialmente en el 
desgraciado caso de contraer una 
enfermedad venerea. 

La Blenorragia es enfermedad 
cuya existencia se detennina f 4 cil- 
mente por las manifestacioneS ca- 
racterlsticas siguientes : a los bre- 
ves dias del contagio, escozor per- 
sistente y Hgero, despuds, algo m&s 
intenso e inmediatamente, supu- 
racion, algunas veces muy abun- 
dante y Minultaneamente aumento 
do escozor con dificultad en las 
micciones. 

Os podria enumerar infinidad de 
sintomas y datos de otras enfer- 
medades tales como Sifilis, chan- 
cros veiiereos, adenitis, etc., etc., 

E ero ya en este caso este f?ma re- 
asaria los liinites del objeto para 
el cual ha sido escrito. 

i Evitad, puesto que est& en 
vuestra mano conscguirlo, el con- 
tagio venereo o sifilitico ! Tened 
en cuenta que indefectiblemente 
es peligroso eiteniigo que lnenna 
nuestras filas en forma de plaga 
terrible e inexorable. Es tie espo- 
rar de vuestra capacidad y tic 
vuestra cultura, tomardis estos 
vulgares y modestos cons< jos, para 
evitar, como ya os he indicado, la 
clevacion de j>orceutajc de los ca- 
sos veiiereos til nuestra lucha in- 
cansable y colmada tie buenns in- 
ten ciones para conseguir la mayor 
eficacia en nuestras filas y la ro- 
bustez ffsica que n-quiere nuestro 



(Continued jror page i) 

this was due to an enormous lack 
of cadres in the People’s Army 
which at that time was in the pro- 
cess of formation. The prohibition 
of the arrival of volunteers into the 
Republic towards the end of Fe- 
bruary of 1937, shutting off the 
sources for reinforcements lias 
automatically and rapidly transfor- 
med the five Brigades, called In- 
ternationals. into units which after 
the summer of 1937 were in their 
majority Spanish. Insofar as the 
officers are concerned this process 
was evidently slower than for the 
soldiers. The losses in battles 
could not but serve most natu- 
rally in the direction of the deve- 
lopment of cadres. 

That is what the New York 
Times has discovered from Paris 
towards the end of May, this year 
— that the Republican People’s Ar- 
my, of which the International 
Brigades fo/m a part, is comman- 
ded by Spanish officiers, someth- 
ing which was the rule at all ti- 
mes. How could it possibly be 
otherwise in an army that counts 
nearly a million combatants — vo- 
lunteers and recruits — sons of the 
great Spanish people, which up 
till now has mobilized only to the 
age of 32? This Army is today 



La Republica espanola, al co- 
menzar la intentona facciosa, ca- 
recia de un Ejercito Regular y 
perfectamente preparado para en- 
frentarse a los ejercitos italo-ale- 
manes que invadian la tierra don- 
de nunca han pod i do triunfar los 
invasores. 

No contaba en aquellos tiempos 
el Gobierno con suficiente canti- 
dad de material belico para poder 
aplastar rapidamente el golpe. 

Pero, camaradas, en estos mo- 
mentos en que el Gobierno de 
Union Nacional cuenta con una 
retaguardia leal y disciplinada, en 
estos momentos en que la mujer 



gran Ejercito para aplastar de 
una vez y para siempre el fascismo 
traidor que invade una j>arte del 
siielo de nuestra Espana Repu- 
blicana. 



organized into Divisions, Army 
Corps, Armies and Army groups 
with chiefs, staffs and Headquar- 
ters which lead these units; Army 
heads and headquarters staffs of 
professional officers or sons of the 
people who came out from the Mi- 
litia and who have on hundreds of 
occasions gone through the tests in 
battles. 

Insofar as “the great number of 
wounded Internationals”, whicli 
the New York Times declares are 
hospitalized in the South of Fran- 
ce, the whole thing is in reality 
reduced to a few dozen invalids. 
The French Police is placing enor- 
mous difficulties in the reception 
of these wounded, when these are 
men who have never resided in 
France. It is quite useful at this 
time to be placed on guard against 
such fantastic and partial news. 

The declaration of Colonel Ca- 
sado is of precise usefulness for 
all those who interest themselves in 
the fight of the valiant Internat- 
ional volunteers, soldiers — no lorn 
ger militiamen — of the Spanish 
Republican People's Army; those 
who came to the Front of Liberty 
to save the future and the honor of 
democracies, which their leaders 
persist in placing at the tail-end of 
the pro-fascist policies of Mister 
Chamber lain. 



espanola, dando un ejemplo de he- 
roismo, se incorpora a la industria 
de esta manera asegura la posi- 
ilidad de fabricar todo el mate- 
rial de guerra que las circunstan- 
cias ex i gen. 

Pero no es solo la retaguardia; 
cuenta el Gobierno tambien con un 
Ejercito capaz de superarse y en- 
frentarse victoriosamente con el 
enemigo. Y es en estas condiciones 
que se formula esta pregunta. 

Considero que es ef cabo el pun- 
to fundamental donde se apoya toda 
la disciplina. <;Por que? Porque es 
el hombre que se encuentra mas li- 
gado a ese aparato compuesto por 
los soldados de su escuadra. 

Es el cabo el hombre que con su 
ejemplo de disciplina debe mante- 
ner la autoridad ; es el que debe 
ser el oriente en todos momentos 
de confusion a los soldados y debe 
ser el que sjempre marche a la ca- 
beza, siempre y en todos lugares. 

De las funciones mil i tares del 
cabo realmente no puedo enume- 
rarlas teoricamente, puesto que no 
he recibido esa instruccion, pero si 
dire que en los momentos que se 
encuentre de guardia tiene sobre si 
la responsabilidad de su escuadra, 
peloton, compahia, etc., segun sea 
lo encomendado a custodiar. Y de- 
be en ese momento portarse como 
tal, pensando que de su actitud de- 
penden la vida de sus compaheros 
y basta danos mayores, segun sea 
lo que cuide. 

Con un cabo que tenga una idea 
de la responsabilidad que sobre el 
pesa, habra un ejercito disciplina- 
do v seguro de la victoria. 

MANASES ROMERO 

20 junio 1938. 



SALUDO A LAS BRIG ADAS 
INTERNA CION ALES 

El Congreso popular «P«z y Ll- 
bcrtad», agrupando 4,710 delega- 
dos e Invltados, represenfaodo 
1,452 orgaalzaclones de la regldn 
parlslna, los dfas 11 y 12 de l&olo 
de 1938 eu el Clrco de Invierno 
eu Paris, envfa su caluroso salinlo 
a las Brlgfldas Internacionles qve 
combaten en Espafla por la llber- 
tad de la Repabllca espaflola y 
del Mundo, herolco simbolo de las 
realstesclas populares frente a la 
agresldn sajvaje del faaclemo In. 
ternaclonal. El Congreso lei ase- 
gnra su Indefectible solldaridad y 
admlracldn. 
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TWO YEARS OF SPANISH POLITICS 

Republican Government Stronger Than Ever; All Poli- 
tical and Trade Union Organizations Represented 
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VIGILANCE SQUAD of the People’s Army on duty. 
ESCUADRA DE VIGILANCIA 

ted in tin- cause of freedom and 



When Hie People's l'ront trium- 
phed in tile 1'ebruary n>3b elec- 
tions a ( Jovernnu-nt was formed 
, ...uprising tlu- moderate elements 
of that body. Tile Republic conti- 
nued along the path it bad lxgun 
to follow in 1931 . It did all it could 
to provide- for the most urgent 
needs of the people, to protect 
small owners and to restrict the 
excessive exploitation of the big, 
capitalists, which had grown to 
enormous proportions during the 
three years of reactionary ride 
from 11133 to 1936. 

These big capitalist interests, 
industries, trusts and other large 
enterprises, together with one of 
tile most corrupt aristocracies in 
the world, decided to take advan- 
tage of the ambitions of some 
wretched generals who had al- 
ready proved their incapacity in 
Morocco and two years ago rose 
up in arms agnins the Govern- 
ment which had been legally elec- 
ted by the Spanish people. 

The Republican Government 
soon realized that all the military 
power was in the hands of its ene- 
mies. All it had for defense was 
an enthusiastic people who sup- 
port ed it wholeheartedly and a 
tew of the military leaders who 
remained loyul aiul stayed at 
their posts, it was under these 
difficult circumstances that Se- 
fu>r Giral, a Left Republican, 
t*>ok over the reigns of power after 
the resignation of the former Ca- 
binet. lie was supported wfith 
great enthusiasm by the remaining 
Republican groups, the Commu- 
nists and Socialists, as well as by 
tin* Nationalist Groups in Cata- 
lonia ami the Basque country. 

Se nor Giral's first measure was 
to arm the people. The few avai- 
lable arms were distributed among 
the political parties and trade 
luiions, who in turn handed them 
out to their most reliable sup- 
port*, rs. 'Thus in the last days of 
July the finest and most no- 

ble representatives of tlie youth 
of Spain fell in the fight for demo- 
cracy. 'those who survived after 
a hundred battles are now the 
flower of the Spanish People's 
Army and the men in whom the 
Republic places its greatest trust. 

When the Government gave 
arms to the people it realized all 
the risks involved, but Senor 
Giral declared that there was no 



other course open. Hither the 
people must lx* armed or the Re- 
public would perish. 

Hwr since July 18th 1936, Spa- 
nish polities Irave centered round 
tile outstanding problem of win- 
ning the war. At the beginning 
the Republican partu s. the So- 
cialist and Communist parties, 
as well as the L. G. T. (General 
Workers' I T niou) and the C. N. T. 
(National Condcd*. ration of La- 
bor) all organised their own for- 
ces independently. This, coupled 
with the fact that the for- 
ces on which the Government 
had relied for the execution of 
its authority were precisely those 
which had risen against it, wea- 
kened it and undermined its 
authority. 

The authority and independen- 
ce of each particular party and 
trade union developed to such an 
extent tliat there came a moment 
when it was difficult to distinguish 
in whose hands lay the real 
command. 

l'ortunately for the Republic 
that period passed. The people 
began to regard the problem in 
its proper perspective and saw 
the necessity of uniting and cen- 
tralizing authority in order to de- 
fend their country which had al- 



ready felt the tread of Italian and 
German troops sent to invade it. 
Confidence 111 the Government 
began to return slowly but surely, 
for experience taught that u strong 
enemy could qnly be faced by a 
strong and efficient people, niii- 



iiidcpciuhiice. 

This process of a return of autho- 
rity to the Government began 
with tlie defi use* of Madrid and 
ill a more noticeable form follo- 
wing tlu* formation of the first Ne- 
grin Government in May 1937. 
This Government consisted of 
repri sentatives of all parties from 
Roman Catholic Basque Nationa- 
lists to the Communists. It did 
not however have any representa- 
tives of the two trade muon orga- 
nizations. 

During the past year the Govern- 
ment's authority lias grown from 
day to day. At the present time 
all administrative and executive 
power is in its hands. All the re- 
sources of the Army, on land, sea 
and in the air, as well as industry 
and economy are under its direct 
control. Public order is exclusi- 
vely maintained by forces under 
its orders and never before in 
Spain has the number of crimes 
been so low as it is in the Repu- 
blic. 

Many unjust campaigns have 
been launched against the Spanish 
Republic. People, taking advan- 
tage of the disorganization of the 
first few months, a disorganiza- 
tion — let it bo repeated — due 
to the fact that the Ajmy and the 
(Continued on page 10 ) 




THE PEASANTS arc among the foremost defenders of the Republic. Here 
are some Valencia peasants gathering the rice crop. 

LOS CAMPESINOS figuran entre lo$ mejores defensores de la RepubUea. 
Aqui hay campesinos Valenclanos durante la recolecc!6n del arroz 





2 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



CONTRATA DE COMPETICION PRE- 
SENTADA POR LA XV BRIGADA 
a las demis Brigadas de Ja 35 Diyisidn 



;ni 



THE ACTIVIST PLEDGE 

| The Activists of our Brigade pledged themselves to a pro- | 
I gram of work which forms the mean's through which the ml- | 

§ lit ary and political work of our Brigade may reach new high | 

| levels of combative efficiency. I 

i The program Is summarized In the following declaration : | 

| o As an Activist 1 voluntarily promise, with the sense of § 

| honor and confidence of an anti-fascist combatant, to faithfully § 

| carry out the following tasks. | 

| I. To rapidly assimilate military science. | 

| II. To aid the combatants acquire better military technique. | 

I III. To care for the arms as my own lif. i 

| IV. To know all the arms used In combat. | 

| V. To be a champion of unity, a worthy representative of | 

| the Government of National Union. | 

| VI. To work without rest to Increase the political know- f 

| ledge of the combatants, using as the foundation the 13 Points 
| of the Government of National Union. | 

1 VII . To struggle without rest against the pessimists and | 

| provocateurs. I 

i VIH. Not to be satisfied as long as a single fighter remains | 

| Illiterate. f 

| IX. To have as my slogan, to be the strongest In the at- t 

1 tack and the firmest In defense. i 

§ X. Not to rest as long as there remains a soldier who Is § 

| not an Activist. | 

I I promise to be a model soldier and dedicate my arms, my = 

| life and my antifascist honor to the Independence of Spain. » | 

until in in ii n mu ii imnmmi ii hi ii n him ii i ill i-i u mi u n imumr u mu iiiimiiunmi him miiii iiiimi iiiijiiiimmiiiu^ 



EL ACTIVISTA EN NUESTRO EJtRCITO 

Por F. B. OSORIO TAFALL 

Csnlsarls General Sal EJtrcIto St Tlerra 



El activista no puedc ser otra 
cosa que un combatiente en quien 
el af&n de superarse en tl cunqMi- 
miento de su deber y alcanza pro- 
porciones uidximas. Es decir. que 
el activista serA en todo y para 
todo el xnodelo en el cumplimiento 
de las drdenes, cuidaclo del ma- 
terial. adieslrainiento de las fuer- 
zas, mejoramiento cultural, etc. 
Ha de servir a sus coiupaneros 
de ejetnplo para demcstrar lo que 
se puede conseguir cuando al ser- 
vicio de la causa antifascista se 
cntrega uno con la plenitud de 
todo su ser. 

En este sentido, el activista ha 
de ser el colaborador infis entu- 
siasta y eficaz de los Comisarios 
y los Jefes, y contribuirA a dts- 
pertar en la respect iva unidad 
un vivo y fuerte uioviraiento de 
eniulacibn en virtud del cual se 
puedeii obtener resultados sor- 
p^endentes. 

Hay qut t' itar, sin embargo, 

^ por todo.s los medics, que il 
j i vista abaudoue sus co*ices jus - 
to y que, al amparo de el, se pueda 
civar dentro de las unidades com- 
bi lien tes mia casta o clase, pri- 
viieguida en citrto modo, que 
llegue a eiigi-ndrar todo lo con- 
trario de- !a snlidaridad : la dift- 
uni6n, e-I aul jigonismo o el ’isgusto. 
De nue\o. <s >• o in- stir tn 
lo que queda s mdo : acti- 
vista ha de ■ * ropmsor y ei 

desarroJlador dd ■ Le csplritn 
de unidad que alien', a tod< nues- 
tro pueblo y a ii*!us mi* siros sol- 
dados. 

Fina linen te, ha de nerse siem- 
pre en cuenta la fornuicion y com- 
Kxsicidn de nuestro Kjercito y los 
inotivos y sentimientos que le Jian 
llevado a combatir en la nianera 
que lo estfi haciendo. Con esto 
se quiere decir que no puede exis- 
tir el activista de un partido, ha 
de ser siempre y <■" V lo moment o 



activista del Frentc Popular y de 
la politica del Gobitino de TJnidn 
Nacional . En una palabra, pro- 
pagandistas y estrfetos cumpli- 
dores de los fines de la guerra, 
ejeinplos de sacrificio, mode los 
de austeridad y abnegacidn. J/OS 
activistas de esta clase tienen una 
labor de capital importancia que 
realizar en nuestro ejercito y a 
ella se entregardn bajo las orien- 
taciones directas de los Comisa- 
rios de las Unidades, de los cuales 
han de ser finnts, constantes e 
inteligentes colabor adores. 



Plan de actividades a realizar 
hasta el dia i de agosto 1938, ce- 
lebrado este dia un' Congrcso de 
examen o competicidn de las di- 
ve rsas actividades : 

1. Llegar a esta fecha sin nin- 
gun analfabeto dentro de las Bri- 
gadas, con la ayuda directa del 
mayor numero de Activistas. 

2. Organizar tl mayor numero 
de lectores y comentadores dentro 
de las Unidades. 

3. Crear el mayor miniero de 
clases de la lengua espahola para 
internacionales con mayor mirnero 
de alumnos. Comprobar a base 
de los internacionalts que informen 
en espaflol. 

4. Conocer y inanejar el mayor 
numero de annas automatic as, 
por mayor cantidad de Activistas. 

5. Competicidn de Tiro a pun- 
tuacidn, con fusil, fusil ametralla- 
dor y ametraUadora, y realizarlo 
un mayor numero de Acosivistas. 

6. Competicibn entre Trans- 
misioncs y Sehales, con toda clase 
de aparatos de comunicacidn. 

7. Competicidn y trabajos de 
fortificaci6n, alambradas, etc. 

8 . Competicidn en ejtrcicios 
sonitarios ; cuxas de heridos, etc. 

9. Exposicidn de croquis y 
panordmicas de un determinado 
punto, realizados por los Obser- 
v adores. 

10. Exposicidn de trabajos espe- 
ciales realizados por la anueifa. 

11. Desarrollar la mayor acti- 
vidad en educacion niilitar, cultu- 
ral y politica, fuera de las lioras 
de instrucci6n senalados. 

12. Exposicidn de peri6dicos 
Mur ales en mayor cantidad v 
c alidad y con mayor colaboracidn. 

13. Desarrollar una mayor can- 
tidad de actividadcs artisticas ; 
coino coros, gruposde declamacidn, 
teatro, danza, etc. 

14. Competicidn de coros de 



Brigada y grupos teatrales, de 
declamacion j danza. 

15. Orgamzar el mayor numero 
de grupos gimn&sticcs y deport i- 
vos dentro de la Brigada. 

16. Competicidn de ftibtol y 
otras xnanilestaciones deportivas 
entre las Brigadas. 

17. Como prueba de las buenas 
relaciones que existen entre los 
componentes de nuestxas Brigadas. 
llegar en la fecha del Congreso a 
que cada Activista tenga un her- 
mano de diferente pals. 

18. Desarrollar el mejor tra- 
bajo de Captacidn de nuevos Ac- 
tivistas bajo la consigna, un nuevo 
adepto por cada activista pre- 
sente. 

19. Organizar de la mejor ma- 
ntra el movimiento Activista. 

20. Crear mayor numero de 
grupos Activistas dentro de la 
Oficialidad. 

Por el Batalldn 57, John Peel . — 
Por el Batalldn 58, Morris BoUis- 
tein . — Por el Batalldn 60, Antonio 
Sane his. — For Transmisiones, 
Antonio Miquel. — Por el Bata- 
lldn 59, Antonio Palleja. — Por el 
Comisariado, Valentin Mullor. 

En la prdxinia nota aclarareinos 
estos puntos y asi mismo la mantra 
de organizar los y comprobarlos. 



TELEGRAM A 

Camaradas Andrd Marty y Luigi 
Gallo, Coinisario Inspector de 
las Brigadas Internacionales. — 
Barcelona. 

Coniisario Jefe 129 Brigada In-< 
temacional : En nombre Jefes, 
Comisarios, Oficiahs, Gases y 
Soldados 129 Brigada Internatio- 
nal, agradecemos calurosos sa- 
ludos, felicitac iones hemwnos zona 
catalana y en ustedes saludamos 
a los mismes con el mismo entu- 
siasmo, disciplina y unidad con 
que las Brigadas Internacionales 
defendieron Madrid. Nosotros de- 
fendemos la regidn levantina sin 
ceder mi palmo de terreno al in- 
vasor. En alto siempre la bandera 
de la solidaridad international al 
lado de los hermanos espanolcs 
sabremos primero resistir y des- 
puds veneer. 



TYPHOID - POEM 
(Its poisonous) 

Ode to the Fly 

The fly, the fly, 
oh me, oh my, 

It gets in my hair, 

It sits on my chair. 

In spite of all «Fllt» 

It gets In Your... 
and then In my sonp, 
oh my, what a scoop 1 
It Is on terms 
with all sorts of germs: 
Dysenterla 

— oh madre mfa — 
Typhoid Malaria 

— good bye, Sanitaria. 
When left In the open 
lt*a ill disposed, 

and therefore, amigo, 

Your fly — keep It closed 

RANK 




BRIGADE youth Committee 
EL COM(T£ de la juventud de la Bripada 
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BRIGADE ACTIVISTS CHALLENGE 
OTHER BRIGADES OF DIVISION 



The Activists of the XV Bri- 
gade have issued a challenge to 
v the Activists of the other Brigades 
°f the 35 th Division to decide which 
is the best Brigade in fulfilling a 
comprehensive program of activi- 
ties for improving the work and 
enriching the life of the Bri- 
gades. 

The challenge is a twenty point 
program which began with the 
Activists Congress, July 3, and 
is to end August 1 st . John Peet, of 
the $jth Battalion ; Morris Golds- 
tein, of the 58 th Battalion ; M . Pa- 
llejd, of the 59/A Battalion ; Antonio 
Sdnchez, of the both Battalion ; 
Francisco Miquel, of Transmissions', 
and Valentin Mullor, of the Com- 
missariat, signed the challange in 
the name of the Brigade. 

The terms of the competition, are 
as follows. 

1. That, with the aid of the 
Activists, there shall be 110 illi- 
terates in the Brigades by this 
date (August 1 st.). 

2 . To organize the greatest 
number of groups of press rea- 
ders and commentators within the 
Units. 

3. Create the greatest number 
of classes in the Spanish language 
for Internationals, with the grea- 
test number of students. The basis 
for judging the Internationals shall 
be through reporting in Spanish. 

4. To know and to manipulate 
the maximum number of automa- 
tic arms by the greatest number 
of Activists. 

5. Shooting contest, to be jud- 
ged by points, using the rifle, light 
and heavy machine guns, to have 
the greatest number of Activists 
participate in it. 

6. Transmission and Signaling 
competition with all types of ins- 
truments of communication. 



7. Competition in building for- 
tifications, barbed wire entangle- 
ments, etc. 

8 . Competition in Sanitation 
exercises ; dressing of wounded, 
etc. 

9. Drawings of sketch maps 
and panoramas of determined 
points to be made by the Obser- 
vers. 

10. Exliibition of special work 
accomplished by the Armory. 

11. To develop the maximum 
activity in military, cultural and 
polilical education outside the re- 
gular hours of instruction. 

12. Wall newspaper exhibition, 
checking for the greatest number, 
best quality and greatest number 
of contributions. 

13. Development of a greater 
number of cultural activities — 
choruses, recitation groups, thea- 
ter, dance, etc., 

14. Competition between Bri- 
gade Choruses, theatricals, recita- 
tion and dance. 

15. To organize the greatest 
number of gymnastic and sports 
groups in the Brigade. 

16. Competitions in football 
and other sports between the Bri- 
gades. 

17. As proof of the good rela- 
tions existing among the members 
of our Brigades to sec that each 
Activist has a brother of a diffe- 
rent country by the time of the 
next Congress of Activists, Au- 
gust 1st. 

18. To develop the best work 
in drawing in new Activists on 
the basis of the slogan : * A New 
Activist for Every Activist To- 
day ». 

19. To organize the Activist 
movement in the best fashion. 

20. To create a greater num- 
ber of Activist groups among tho 
officers. 



THE ACTIVIST IN OUR ARMY 

by B. F. OSORIO TAFALL 
Commissar-General of the People's Army 



The Activist cannot be other 
than a combatant in whose eager- 
ness to excel in the accomplish- 
ment of his duties reaches the 
maximum proportions. That Is, 
the Activist will be in all and 
for all the model in the fulfilment 
of orders, care of material, ins- 
truction of troops, cultural bet- 
terment, etc. He must be to his 
comrades an example demons- 
trating what can be attained 
when one gives himself unsel- 
fishly to the antifascist cause. 

With this in view, the Activist 
must be the most enthusiast ic 
and effective collaborator of the 
Commissars and Commanders. In 
this way he will contribute in awa- 
kening within his respective unit 
a live and powerful competitive 
spirit from which, it will be found, 
surprising results will be ob- 
tained. 

What must be by all means 
avoided is for the Activist to 
side-track this mission, or to 
favor him, which would be to 
create within the combatant’s 
unit a caste or class, privileged 
in a way, which will breed every- 



thing to the contrary of solida- 
rity : disunion, antagonism or dis- 
gust. It is necessary to insist again : 
the Activist must be the propeller 
and the developer of that strong 
spirit of unity that animates all 
of our people and all of our 
soldiers. 

Finally, the formation and com- 
position of our Army must always 
be bom in mind, as well as the 
motives and sentiments which 
has made it fight in the manner 
it is doing. What this means is 
that there cannot exist an acti- 
vist of Party. He must be always 
and in every way the Activist of 
the Popular Front and adhere 
to. the policy of the Government 
of National Union. In a word, he 
is the propagandist and strict ful- 
filler of the ends of the war, exam- 
ple of sacrifice, model of auste- 
rity and abnegation. The Acti- 
vist has a job of utmost impor- 
tance to realize in our Army, to 
devote himself to the direct orien- 
tations of the Commissars of his 
unit, one who must be a firm, 
constant and intelligent colla- 
borator. 




Activists Congress in June 
Congreso de Activist as en Junlo 

JURAMENTO DEL ACTIV|STA 

i Los Activistas de nuestra Brigada sc han compromctido a 

| un pro grama que forma la manera en que el trabajo militar y 

| politico de nuestra Brigada pueda alcanzar nuevos nivetes de 

| combatividades e fie aces. 

| El programa es el siguiente : 

I COMO ACTIVISTA, ME COMPROMETO VOLUNTARIA- 

I MENTE CON EL HONOR Y ORGULLO DE UN COMBATIENTE 
= ANT1FASC1STA, A CUMPLIR FIELMENTE LOS SIGUIENTES 
1 PUNTOS: 

e 1, Aslmllar con rapldez la clencia militar. 

| 11. Aylidar a los dem&$ combatfentes a mejorar su ttcnica 

| de lucha. 

| 111. Culdar las armas como ml propla vlda. 

| IV. Conocer todas las armas de combate. 

i V. Ser un campedn de Unidad, digno representante del 

I Goblerno de UNION NACIONAL. 

i VI. Trabajar sin descanso para aumentar la capacldad 

| polftica de los coknbatientes tenlendo como base los 13 puntos 
| del Goblerno de UnI6n Naclonal. 

| VII. Luchar sin descanso contra los derrotistas y provo- 

| cadores. 

| VIII. No estar satisfecho en tanto haya un luchador anal- 

| Tabeto. 

| IX. Tener con.o consigns, ser el mis Tuerte en el ataque 

= y el m&$ firme en la resistencla. 

| X. No descansar en tanto quede un soldado que no sea 

| ACTIVISTA. 

I PROMETO SER UN SOLDADO MODELO Y DEDICAR MIS 
= ARMAS, Ml VIDA Y MI HONOR ANTIFASCISTA, A LA IN- 
1 DEPENDENCIA DE ESPAftA. 
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LINCOLN WASHINGTON machine crew 
GRUPO DE ametralladores del Batalldn Lincoln Washington 
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NIGHT SENTRY 

by Harold HORBURY 

All was quiet. The front line of Spanish Democracy was having one 
of those inactive periods that happen in every campaign, be it large or 
small. 

The night was dark. Here and there the silhouetted figures of the 
sentries showed np grim and ready. Silhouetted figures, silent and atten- 
tive, ever- ready and ever-watchful. It was as though a great stage scene 
was in the making as though the silent and ghostlike figures had been 
out from some propaganda poster and pasted in the dark trench. 

Over on the left, with uncanny interniittency a light machine-gun 
cut sharply into the silent night. Occasionally a rifle shot broke the 
deathlike stillness. 

At his post, close in the bay of the trench, his eyes searching into 
barren no-nian’s-lanri. Jack Smith shivered. He pulled the deep collar 
of his Spanish cape closer about his cars. The keen frost nipped his fin- 
gers and cut sharply about his face. He was praying if praying was of 
any use to him, for the remaining hour of his guard duty to speed swiftly 
by. It was tort bad : even a little acticn on one side or the other would 
end this deathly monotony. 

His thoughts left him. He was .suddenly all attention. Someone 
was out in the desolated art a of no-nian's-land. Jack had his rifle at the 
ready. 

It was then that the world went mad. The roars of bursting shells, 
the rat-tat-tat of machine -guns, the explosion of trench mortars. 

• • 

The rasping and half-screamed issue of orders brought Julio back 
to earth with a shock. Tor a moment ho had been back on his beloved 
land, tending his vines. 

Quickly he picked up his rifle, as quickly he attimpted to show 
interest in liis guard duty. It was impossible. Every limn in his body 
was a pain ; every pain a half-bom scream. Continual duty through 
rain and sleet, hail and snow had begun to make every movement an 
effort. 

The grey clad officer passed by. 

Julio was tired of it all. Tired of the discipline, tired of the unending 
succession of kicks and blows. The fire of a terrible vengeance was in his 
heart. 

How it all began he did not know. His first intimation was the ar- 
rival in his village of strange-looking foreigners. They were all dressed 
in a field grey. Later he found them in every village and every town. 
Domineering and swaggering, with thick bull-nccks and close-cropped 
heads. By night in every cafe, drinking freely and filling all the vicinity 
around with a superior laughter. By day brutal and savage in their 
treatment. He had spent a full two months under them. His frail body 
still carried the marks and bruises of their vicious kicks and blows. He 
dirt not know it, but a vast change was taking place in his whole outlook 
on life. Daily he was growing more and more revolutionary. 1 1 was slowly 
being forced upon him ; no longer could he take what was given him 
without pitting his puny strength against their sadistic treatment. He 
was worked up to the pitch where it is touch and go, where weak-minded 
fall and the strong place their feet apart and resist. His strength of mind 
refused to allow him to bend the knee ; his pride of race refused to give 
ground. Come what may, he had decided against them. 

The night had a bright moon. Julio knew the dangers and conse- 
quences of the task ahead of him. T^ack of food had made him reckless. 
He would attempt anything in his present state of mind. 

He looked along the deserted trench. Nothing but the blurred shapes 
of sentries. The moon was very bright. He could wait awhile. 

During the early days of the war he had received news of his son’s 
bravery. His Jose, who had always had strange notions about who should 




ALSO DURING the fighting at C edrilla 
Una de Jas batallas de Cedrllla, 




LINCOLN-WASHINGTON MACHINE GUN NEST, Company One, du- 
ring the fighting at Cedrllla (“Polo Norte"). 

Nido de ametralladoras de la prlmera compafila del batalldn Llncoln- 
Washlngton durante las batallas de. Cedrllla (“Polo Norte") 

sit in Madrid and lasy down laws ; who was now a captain, and whose 
name was littered with respect by those sympathetic to the reds. Perhaps 
sooner or later he may be asked to shoot down his son. The harsh- voiced 
officer had said they were fighting for God and Spain and blood ties 
could never be considered. It seemed all wrong to him. How could he 
fight for his country under foreigners? 

Heavy crushing footsteps brought him to himself again. The grey 
clad officer was again making his rounds. Julio Shivered with the cold. 
How he detested it all. Every day a continous nigthmare, every night 
a tortuous memory of a previous day. The footfalls grew nearer. 

Suddenly the man he hated was upon him. Julio answered in fal- 
tering words. With a threat the officer moved down the trench. 

Machine-guns pitted away on the right, Julio made himself com- 
fortable in the bottom of the trench. The moon was still bright. 

He nodded and dozed. If only the moon would pale down. For weeks 
he had waited for a night as quiet as this. He simply had to make it. 
Maybe he would never get the same chance again. 

He stood up in the trench. Everything was deathlike. For days past 
he had looked forward to this. At times when the enormity of his ac- 
tion came home to him, he was left breathless with the thought of what 
may happen to him should he be caught in the act. 

Julio looked up at the moon. Two seconds more and it would past 
into a dark belt of clouds. 

His testing time had at long last arrived. A moment's hesitation 
and he heaved his frail body over the parapet. He was shivering in every 
limb. With nimble and devilish cunning he found his way through the 
barbed wire. 

No-man \s-land. Shell holes, bomb craters and the remains of what 
had once been olive trees. He had a hundred meters of ground to cover. 

Into the stillness came the staccatto report of a machine-gun. The 
fire came perilously close to Julio. He felt like screaming. Had they spot- 
ted him? He blundered on in a half-walk, half-run. It was then that he 
stumbled into a huge bomb crater. His rifle clattered against a stone. 
The world went mad. 

. * * 

Jack Smith yelled to his conrades ; it was unneceessarv ; they were 
already at their posts. Machine-guns and rifles were rattling away. A full 
ten minutes it lasted It ended as suddenly as it had begun. 

The sentries in the trench were doubled. 

Jack glued liis eyes into the nothingness of no-man’s-land. He did 
not hear his company commander’s approach. 

Captain Jose Garcia tapped the shoulder of the sentry. He spoke in 
Spanish. 

« Did you hear that? * 

Jack Smith was startled. 

* Wliat's that?* A moment later, • No, not a thing*. 

»■ There's somebody out there coming this wav Hold your fire. * 

The sentry dropped down the rifle from his shoulder. 

Out in the black void came the sound of faltering footsteps. Slowly 
they drew- nearer and nearer until it was possible to distinguish the dark 
form of a man. 

Captain Garcia had his revolver in his hand. 

With something between a sob and a groan the slim figure of a man 
fell over the parapet. The stranger fell iu.o the arms of the officer. One 
frail and weak, the other musi ular and strong. 

A revolver clattered to i lit ground with a metallic ring. 

Recognition was mutual. 

('Padre. Padre -. Tin- words of Garcia were husky and throaty. He 
was beside himself with joy. 

(' Jose. Jose 

The uniting of father pud son left the sentry a mute onlooker. He 
understood the drama which had unfolded itself so suddenly before his 
eyes. With a lump in hi* tluont. ho turned his eyes into the blackness 
of the night, His relief should be here anytime now. 
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By JOSEPH NORTH 




AT THE training base EN LA base de instruction 
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THE TURN OF THE TIDE 

Arouse all the soldiers, the dawn will soon break, 

For none can sleep while the guns are awake. 

Forward to victory, rise with the morning, 

Today we the enemy's stronghold are storming. 

The men are tired and need a rest 
But still they fight with determined zest. 

In yonder trenches the enemy stand 
So forward soldiers and free the land. 

So let your voices rise to the sky. 

All soldiers and workers will take up the cry, 

< Viva Republics (Long live Spain », 

And throw aside the binding chain. 

The soil is stained and sodden red, 

Red with the blood of the wounds that bled 
That freedom might live and never die, 

Upon this soil where their bodies lie. 

The soldiers are ready and now It is light, 

The guns they do roar and into the fight. 

Over the land and through the vines, 

Advancing and breaking the enemy lines. 

As the victors be honored when Spain you have won ; 

So clip on your bayonet and up with your gun 
And fight like good comrades aff side by side. 

And let your advance be the turn of the tide. 

ANTON MILES 
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During the July fourth celebra- 
tion of the Lincoln Washington 
battalion I thought : it is difficult 
to guage the height of a moun- 
tain when you are climbing it ; 
it is a hard job to estimate the 
value of an historical action when 
you are going through it. So it 
is with the war in Spain. The 
value of th-' International Briga- 
des here will be better estimated 
by the fighters themselves when 
the war is over. Today they are 
too deep in the thick of the powder 
fumes to see tlu- historical pers- 
pectives clearly. The work of the 
internationals here will be one 
of the highwater marks of history. 
It ranks with the work of the vo- 
lunteers in the American war for 
Independence in 177b; with the 
Am-rican Civil War in iSbj. 

Today wo are celebrating the 
second anniversary of the Spanish 
war for liberty. The paralell b^L 
ween the- two wars is startling. 
Karl Browder, one of the leading 
figures in American working-class 
history has quoted Wasliington, 
Jefferson and Lincoln in his stu- 
dies of the Ann rican tradition. 
He told how Jefferson, for exam- 
ple, observed in a report on ne- 
gotiations with Spain March iS. 
1792 : v I11 tli" course of the war 
(the American Revolution) we 
were joined by France as an ally, 
and by Spain and Holland as as- 
sociates : having a common enemy 
each sought that common enemy 
where they could find him ». 

The common enemy of all de- 
mocracies today is fasism ; but 
at the moment leaders of all de- 
mocracies today are not as clear- 
minded as Jefferson was back 
in 179 2. The people of the demo- 
cracies however will carry the 
lantern to show them the way ; 
and their sons fighting in Spain 
will light the wick. 

The international support of 
American democracy did not end 
with the revolutionary war ; the 
Civil War found the bravest pro- 
gressives of all the world on the 
side of the Ndtth to free the slaws 
and to help American retain its 
unity. 



Lincoln responded to the let- 
ters of encouragement and sup- 
port sent him by the First Inter- 
national and by the British wor- 
kers organizations. He praised the 
heroism of the British workers 
movement which supported the 
North at the price of suffering and 
starvation, a heroism which, he 
declared <■ has not been surpassed 
in any age or in any country ». 

The volunteers of Spain today 
are carrying on in the fin-, st tra- 
ditions of Wasliington, Lincoln, 
Tom Paine and Jefferson, giants 
who founded American democracy. 
Just as our own country gloritd 
in and was encouraged by the 
aid of internationals so Spain 
today weleonu s the support of 
the true lowrs of democracy who 
have come Ik re to li* Ip win vic- 
tory. These allits of .America pla- 
yed a great part in history : iht*. 
allies of republican Spain who 
came here to fight against fascism 
play a similar great part in con- 
temporary history. 

Aiulr<; Marty, the great leader 
of the Black Sea revolt, and one 
of the giant figures of the twentieth 
century, father of the Internatio- 
nal Brigades in Spain, put it well 
when lie said to the Ann riraii 
Voluntei rs : 

<■ Noble sons of the gn,at Ame- 
rican people,' noble sous of Jcffir- 
scu and Lincoln, noble fighUr-* 
for liberty. I salute you in the 
name of all our volunteers. You 
now enter the struggle of the vo- 
lunteers for lil>erty. One hundred 
anel fifty years ago, Fr-jiicliuieii 
went to America to fight for th«- 
cause of liberty in vour country 
Now you too, have come here to 
fig lit for peace mid for the libert' 
of the peoples of the whole world. 
You are truly the disciples of Jit* 
ferson and Lincoln. >> Marty speaks 
in the name all the progressives of 
mankind. He says most clearly 
what millions throughout tlifc world 
think. This should not l>e owrloa- 
ked on this second anniversary of 
the Spanish war. The work of the 
International Brigades in Spain 
shall be written on the impi relia- 
ble pages of liistoy. 




ENGINEERS working on fortifications on the Ebro 
INGENIEROS construyendo fortiflcaclones a lo largo del Ebro 



BRIGADE BAND 
LA BANDA DE LA BRIGADA 
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MAC-PAP DUGOUT 



Un refugio en la Ifnea la fuego 



THE TREK THAT LED TO SPAIN 



This anniversary wouldn't seem 
complete to me without some 
mention Of the <VancOuver Stiffs* 
who axe out fighting side by side 
with the rest of the Internationals 
against fascism. 

It isn’t strange when one looks 
back that, for Its sire, Vancouver 
is probably the best represented 
dty in the I. B. . 

The few hundred from Vancou- 
ver are comrades who for ten 
years fought the reactionary Bri- 
tish Columbia Government. I can 
remember the struggles of the 
single unemployed and the Pro- 
secutor reading aloud the charge 
of vagrancy. « Joseph Kelly, you 
are hereby charged in the city of 
Vancouver with being a loose, 
idle and disorderly person and 
with no visible means of support 
Are you guilty or not? * And then 
the drawling voice of Judge Man- 
son as he passed the sentence : 

♦ Two months*. 

'Then in 1935 the Canadian 
unemployed staged the historic 

♦ On to Ottawa » trek against the 
pro-fascist Bennet Government. 

The organization and demons- 
trations leading up to this historic 
trek were done in Vancouver. 

It was logical that this trek 
should finally lead us to Spain. 
It was the same fight- When the 
call for volunteers sounded in Van- 
couver, hundreds of the Vancou- 
ver stiffs immediately sent for 
passports and others were bumming 
and begging five dollars so that 
they too could s^/id for their 
passports to join the fight. Some 
of our best loved unemployed 
leaders : Jos£ Armitage, Faddy 
O'Neil, Wold. Charlie Sands, have 




died so that fascism should not 
reign in Spain. The rest of the 
Vancouver stiffs don't intend to 
let- them down. When the final 
battle is being fought we will 
find the Vancouver stiffs right in 
the thick of the fight and they 
will come through with colors 
flying. 

J. McGrandle 



IN MEMORY OF 
RAMON OONZALEZ 



W hen the Spanish comrades 
joined our battalion (Mac-Paps), 
111 August last year and thus really 
impressed its international cha- 
racter on it and also its character 
as part of the Spanish People's 
Army, there was one Spanish 
comrade especially who sttood 
out and commanded attention, for 
his self-confident bearing and his 
qualities of leadership. This was 
comrade Ram6n Gonz&lez, quick 
and active without being nervous, 
always good humored and always 
a center of friendship between the 
Canadian and Spanish comrades. 

Puentes and then Teruel, and 
comrade GonzAlez in -command. 
The comrades in his company 
felt that he was a match for any- 
thing despite the cold, the lice, 
the artillery. What confidence he 
had that everyone would contri- 
bute to the building of our bat- 
talion. 

But he was killed at Teruel and 
it was every kind Of a loss, perso- 
nal and military. It is in his spirit 
that all of us. International and 
Spanish comrades,* have conti- 
nued to work to build up our bat- 
talion. 

Member of Mac- Paps 




BATTALION OBSERVER 
OBSERVADOR 



GRANDFATHER AND 
GRANDSON 

. by Bernard Wiebc 

If William Lyon Mackenzie 
should suddenly have awakened 
from the dead upon the occasion 
of our fiesta this J uly 1 st, he would 
have betn proud. Proud of the 
Canadian sons who have made 
and go on making glorious his- 
tory in the fight for liberty and 
against fascism. For William Lyon 
was exiled, hunted and jailed just 
because he fought for the rights 
of the common people many 
years ago. So w'^3 Papmeau. 

The grandson of WUliahi Lyon 
is today Prime Minister of Canada. 
He has not taken the same vigorous 
stand for democracy as his grand- 
father. The people of Canada are 
behind us. Tneir battle is the job 
of forcing the Canadian Prime 
Minister to quit dealing with the 
fascists, to lift the shameful em- 
bargo against the valiant Spanish 
people. They can be sure that we 
will go on doing our part. 



CANUCK BATTALION and civilian 
youngsters stage joint fiesta 

EL BATALLON CANADIENSE y 
nlfios espafiolcs celebran una fiesta 
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MAC-PAP YOUTH 




by Johnnie 



Just outside of BelcWte towards 
Fuentes de Todos, a shell landed 
in the Estado Mayor of the Lin- 
coln, killing commander Rees and 
Battalion Commissar Parker. One 
of the corpse fell against Frank 
Rogers — a piece of shrapnel 
wounded him in the leg. 

It's not a milk-and-water baby 
whom we have for a political com- 
missar. It’s a veteran of our war 
who lead the Lincoln Batalion (in 
those difficult April days) from 
which he came to join us. 

Back in the States, he was eve- 
rything from a steel union orga- 
nizer to a football player. He felt 
the heavy hand ol coal barons 
in the mine center of Pittsburgh 
where lie spent some time in jail 
for organizing activities. So de- 
termined was he that he got to- 
gether a * Kangaroo Court * in 




committee ! 




COMMISSAR FRANK ROGERS addressing soldiers and Popular Front 
delegates during the April 14th festival on the Ebro Front 

EL COMISARIO FRANK ROGERS dlrigitndose a los soldados y delegados 
del Frentc Popular durante el festival del 14 dc abril en el freote del Ebro 
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His revolutionary activity did 
not lull his interests in sports. He 
became a leader of the Labor 
Sports Union to help give the 
amateur sportsman a real chance. 
This took him to Germany in 1931 
for the Labor Olympics ■ — known 
as the World Spartkiade. The fas- 
cist minded police (even during 
that time) put their foot down 
and threw him into a German 
cooler. The Soviet Union then 
proved a saver and he went there, 
where solidarity gives without 
saying. 

Just like many of us who re- 
cognized that the fascist rebellion 
was an assault on decent life eve- 
rywhere, he came to Spain to put 
to use his energy, intelligence and 
leadership in driving reaction out 
of Spain. We can count on our 
Commissar Rogers to use his phy- 
sical prowess and organizing abi- 
lity, to play an important part 
in the coming victory of the Spa- 
nish Rt public. 



EN MEMOBIA DE 
HAMON GONZALEZ 

Prominciar el nombre de Ram6n 
Gonzilez cqulvale a cltar uno de 
los verdaderos Mroes de la lucha 
eipaflola por la llbertad : uno de 
efiot hdroes salldos de las entraflas 
del pueblo, que ha sabldo luchar 
con fe y efituslasmo, e Incluso ha 
sabldo morlr defendlendo sus idea- 
lea en una da las mis historic as 
batallas de la guerra espaflola por 
la llbertad y la Independencfa, en 
la batalla de Teruel. 

El tenlente Ramdn GonzAIez 
(esta fud su graduacldn), era co- 
mandante de la tercera Compafiia 
del Batalldn Mackenzle-Paplneau. 
Supo ganaree las simpatfas de todos 
sus soldados, a quienes trataba 
como hermanos ; slempre alegre 
y sonrlente, pero muy serlo en su 
trabajo. Pertenecfa a nuestro Ba- 
talldn desde su fundacldn y su 
comportamlento en el mlsmo fui 
insuperable. 

Ramdn Goazilez piurld, pero 
su recuerdo vlve y vlvlrb slempre 
entre nosotros. 

J P 



HILL AND MAHON, both of the Mac-Paps 
DOS CAMARA DAS del batall6n Mac-Pap 

1 JULIO 1937-38 



Siempre han fonnado parte del 
Batalldn Mackenzie Papineau un 
buen ndmero de espanoles, que 
en todas las batallas, m todas las 
jomadas gloriosas, lucharon codo 
a codo al Iado de nuestros queridos 




CANADIAN HUT on the banks of 
the river Ebro 

BOHIO en la orilla del Ebro 



EL TUBUS DE LB IBJER 
EN LR RETRGDRIDII 



edmaradas canadienses contra los 
impos tores de la opresidn. el cri- 
men y la esclavitud. Para los ca- 
nadienses, hoy se cumple un aflo 
de lucha ; para los espanoles, algo 
mAs ; pero para todos juntos y 
bajo la Dander a de nuestro querido 
Batalldn, hoy se cumple el I Ani- 
versario de la fundacion del mismo. 

Al recorder actuacioms del Ba- 
talldn, donde todos pusimos siem- 
pre el m&ximo de energfas y sa- 
crificios, no dejar£ de citar el gran 
valor de que dieron prueba en todo 
momento los canadienses, y los 
dignos comparer os suyos que fue- 
ron siempre los espafloles : ni unos 
ni otros se abandonaron jam As 
en la lucha, y siempre juntos hi- 
cieron frente con heroismo al ene- 
migo, atacando unas veces, resis- 
tiendo otras, cumpliendo las or- 
denes que recibfan de sus supe- 
riores. 

E s obligado, al pediros a todos 
im recuerdo a los caidcs, hablar 
de dos camaradas, de dos grandes 
e incomparables camaradas a quie- 
nes nunca olvidaremos : no puedo 
contenerme de emocidn al escribir 
los nombres del capitAn Makela 
y teniente GonzAlez, canadiense el 
uno, espadol el otro, los dos su- 
pieron dar sus vidas en defensa 
de las libertades del pueblo es- 
paflol, que son al mismo tiempo 
fas del proletariado del mundo 
entero. J. P. 





SOLDIER of the Mac-Paps mending his trousers. Picture taken just before 
the recent fascist drive began at Belchite 

REPARANDO sus pantalones. ESta foto fuA sacada poco antes de empezar 

la dltlma ofensiva fascHta 



Una vez mAs nos lo han demos- el Primero de Julio de 1937, feelia 

trado las incansables muchachas en que se fundd, y a partir de la 

del *Casal Trifdn Medrano*, de cual ha venido librando batallas 
Barcelona, cuya organized 6n, afec- de envergadura, tales como las de 
ta a la J. S. U. t cucnta con un mi- Arag6n, especialmente Teruel, y 
mero de unos quince mil afiliados, muchas otras. 
camaradas que luchan sin des- En la con me morac 1 6n de este 
canso t n la retaguardia para ayu- dia tuvimes entre nuestres lmcspc- 
dar tn todo lo posible a los heroi- dts una sJmpAtica Deltgacidn fe- 
cos combatientes de distintas Uni- menina, representativa de la J. S. U 
dades, como nos lo han demos- de Barcelona (Casal Trifon Me- 

txado, tanto militar como polfti- drano). El objeto de esta visita 

camente, y con mAs ttsdn toda- fuA el derendimosunhonnnaje con 
via por mantener tn con tact o mu- la entrega al 60 Batalldu de iui ban- 
tuo la Unidad del Frente con la derin fruto de sus esfuerzes mate- 
Retaguardia. riales y econdmicos. La confeccidn 

El Primero de Julio ho si do una de este banderin lea ha costado, a 
fecha memorable con el 60 Bata- estas camaradas, muchos desvelos 
116n, por conmemorar con un festi- y trabajos, fuera de sus faunas 
val el I Aniversario de la fundacfdn diarias, ya que todas ellas trabajan 
del mismo, que equivale a un aflo para la Guerra, 
de lucha tn defensa de las liber- Nosotros sabremos corresponds 
tadcs del pueblo tspohol hoy, y v les prometemos colocar este 
de las del mundo entero el dfa de banderin en sitios de honor y de- 
manana. Este Batalidn ha dt sta- fenderlo con tesdn cuantas veces 
cado siempre, en cuantas actua- sea nectsario. 
ciones se le han ordenado, desde ANTONIO MARLb 
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CHURCHES FUNCTION 
IN LOYAL ZONE 



Th? Gowrimitiit 1ms often, on 
different occasions, declared its 
intention of uicouraping the free 
exercise of religious belief, pro- 
viding the’cliurehes do not interfere 
in the functioning of the State, 
It not only encourages religious 
freedom, but protects the clergy 
engaged in teaching various reli- 
gious doctrines. 

Two of the orders issued by the 
Ministry of Defense are of interest ; 
one releases priests from military 
service because it is against tlieir 
principles; another permits LIkiii 
to administer spiritual aid to sueli 
.soldiers at the front as ask for it. 
Th esc decrees have pleas< d the 
Protestants no less than the Ca- 
tholics, and the former Imw shown 
their goodwill towards the Gov^rn- 
ment from the beginning of the 
Military rising. Tlie Spanish ] Evan- 
gelical Church, wliich was legali- 
zed while Senor Albornoz was 
Minister of Justice lias worked 
effectively for the last t 8 years, 
and practices freely tlirougliout 
Ixjyaf territory. This is true also 
of the smaller Baptist Church. 

Tlic Permanent Conuuission of 
the Kvangelical Church normally 
f mictions ill Barcelona. In the ab- 
sence of the President, who is ill 
in Switzerland, the I<cv. D. Daniel 
Mir Barri, the Secretary, gave us 
the following data : 

<■ During the whole of the first 
year of the war our churches were 



♦ 

closed, not by Government de- 
cree, but because it was conside- 
red prudent in view of the pre- 
vailing excitement. In Catalonia, 
however, they remained open. 

ft Worship Ins not been interrup- 
ted, We have held services regu- 
larly as before the war. In fact, we 
have enjoyed more freedom, be- 
cause wc had been subjected to 
sonic persecution. 

ft Our clergy have not been nio- 
lcsUd, and have all remained in 
Spain except for a few, whom cir- 
cumstances called abroad. Our 
eliurclus have been respected. At 
present there are 25 open in Ca- 
talonia. ten of which are in Bar- 
celona. There are also nine in Ma- 
drid, three in Valencia and one 
in Murcia and Cartagena. These 
are all churches which wtre open 
before tlic war. 

* About thirty pastors are living 
in Royal territory just like oth?r 
citizens. Th- rebels on th? oth-r 
han.l have persecuted our fellow 
clergymen who remained in towns 
taken by th? rebels. Allh >ugh we 
have done no propaganda, the 
members of our churches have in- 
t Teased by about two or three 
hundred. 

ft Th? Evangelical Church con- 
tinues as before the War. It is 
not molested at all, least of all 
by the Government, which gives 
it every consideration in reli- 
gious matters. 




“MINITTO" Brigade Motorcyclist. 

EL CAMARADA “MINITTO" motocicllsta de la Brigada 



THE CULTURAL WORK 
OF THE REPUBLIC 



In democratic countries the ar- 
my is a school which corrects defi- 
ciencies in education which are 
unavoidable in remote sections of 
the country'. In Spain, however, 
the army was a brutalising instit- 
ution. impregnated with unreaso- 
nable discipline. At the present 
time, however, this army is not 
only a school of citizenship and of 
patriotism but also an agency of 
national education, which is ma- 
king an end of illiteracy in Spain. 
This is being accomplished as the 
result of the courage and sacrifice 



tics, etc. These are subjects which 
may develop a desire to learn and, 
once the f ght is ended, orientate 
these liberated people to other 
forms of activity and advanced 
study. 

Educational work of wide s<X>pe 
has been carried on in the army. 
Battalion libraries, as well as tra- 
velling libraries, have been esta- 
blished. Also soldiers' club- rooms, 
where courses and lectures are gi- 
ven continually. There are educa- 
tfonal comers ; radio, cinema, and 
theatre performances, which ac- 




CLASS being conducted by the cultural Militia 
CLASE conduclda por la Millcla de cultura 



of the Culture Militia, who by in- 
creasingly intensive and efficient 
work have taught more than 75 
thousand men to read and write 
in little more than a yeara nd a 
half. U der the former vicious so- 
cial system these men were de- 
prived of the means to learn. Now 
they have come from the farthest 
corners of Spain in order to de- 
fend an idea which includes th? 
recovery of their r ghts. When the 
struggle ends, they better than 
any one will know why and for 
what they fought. 

The Culture Militia, famous and 
unequalled throughout the world 
establishes its schools in barracks 
and in trenches, in places constant- 
ly hit by the bullets, guns, and 
bombs 01 the enemy. The Ministry 
of Education has edited a « Sol- 
dier's Primer », an excellent peda- 
gogical work which makes it pos- 
sible to teach adults to read and 
write rapidly and easily. Special 
methods must be applied in teach- 
ing adults. The methods used for 
children are never successful in 
adult education. Some of the 
groups which the Culture Militia 
first taught were 95 % illiterate. 
This h gh percentage of illiteracy 
has decreased rapidly, and in some 
groups illiteracy has disappeared 
entirely. 

Instruction in reading and wri- 
ting were not enough, and was 
soon augmented by lectures on 
various educational topics : the 
history of Spain, geography, natu- 
ral history, agriculture, mathema- 



quaint the soldiers with the im- 
portant classics of the Spanish and 
world theatre. 

The following outline indicates 
what has been tlie work of the Cul- 
ture Militia up to the present time: 



Schools established 2,047 

Soldiers taught to read 

land write 7a- 1 78 

Libraries 809 

Travelling library con- 
taining 4.000 volumes 

Individual classes 362.481 

Collective classes 53B385 

Lectures and discussions. 20,077 
Soldiers' club-rooms .... 117 



The Culture Militia has also 
carried out other work : 

Articles published in the 



P«ss 7,055 

Cinema performances at 

the fronts 508 

Wallpapers ^4,223 

Radio talks 200 

Performances in Spanish. 51 



Intensive radio propaganda has 
been carried on in enemy territory 
by means of radio talks, of which 
2,576 have been given. 

This then is the compaign which 
has been carried out m order to 
liquidate illiteracy, the stain of 
the country, which was counten- 
anced and fomented by reactio- 
nary forces in old Spain. 





THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



9 



MUHiimiiiiimmmiMmiiimitwimiiiimMiiiMitmiiimHHiiniinmiiiiiHiinniniimHimiiiimmiHiHHiiiimiliiiiiimtmiiiimmiMimiiMNmiiij 

1 PARA QUE EL CORREO LLEGUE 1 

Y LLEGUE PRONTO 

l.o Escrtblr clara me nte la dlreccldn del destlnatarlo. 

| 2.° No cerrar el sobre. | 

f 3.° No poner sello de franqueo en las cartas dirlgidas al = 

| extranjero. 1 

4. ° Franquear tod as las cartas dlrffldas para Espafia. | 

5. ° Emplear sobres sin seftales exteriores de las B rigid as. 

6. ° Evltar de hablar en las cartas de cnestlones mlNtares | 

{ PARA RECIBIR LOS PAQUETES I 

l.o No poner en los paquetes frutas frescas, botellas con | 
I IfquMos u otras mercancfas frigiles que puedan estropearse. = 

| 2.° No poner mraca en uu mis mo paquete vfveres con | 

cartas, Hbros, papel bianco, etc., estos dltlmos deblendo pasar 
f por la censura. | 

| 3.° No poner mis de 200 pram os de tabaco en los paquetes, 

estando pro h (bid o por la aduana el envfo en mayor eantldad 
| de tabaco extranjero. | 

| 4.° Enviar los paquetes en un embalaje fuerte. : 

5.° Poner la dlrecc!6n en los paquetes exacts y clara. Poner 
I Igualmente en e) exterior una lists con el contenldo del paquete. = 

| 6.o Enviar los paquetes que vlenen de Francis por me- | 

= dlaeldn del Comlti Internaclonal de Ayuda a Espafia, I, Cltd | 

Farad fs, PARIS, que los envlari dlrectamente a las Brlgadas. 



Lt.-Col. COPIC BIDS FAREWELL 
Ten: -Cor. COPIC SE DESPIDE 



In bidding farewell to the XV In- 
ternational Brigade, I’m reminded 
of the heroic struggles and abne- 
gation of its fighting combatants 
at Jarama, Brunete, Quinto, Bel- 
chite, Teruel, Segura de los Bafios, 
as well as its tenacious resistance 
during the fascist offensive in 
February and March of this year. 

The heroism of its fighters has 
made the XV Brigade one of the 
best in the Popular Army. I hope 
that in the future, the Brigade 
will be the powerful arm to the 
Army and to the Republic, as it 
has been. I ask of all the officials, 
commissars, and combatants of 
the Brigade to unite under the 
new commanders comrade Valle- 
dor, to prepare for the decisive 
blow to fascism. 

Salud y Victoria. 

V. Copic 



Despidiendomc rle la XV Bri- 
gada Internacional. me aeuerdo 
de nuevo de las heroicas luehas 
y de la abncgacioii dc si is dcsta- 
cados combatitutcs ui Jarama. 
Brunete. Quinto, Belcliite, Teruel. 
Segura de los Banos ; igualmente 
como su resist encia tenaz en la 
ofensiva fascists de Febrero-Marzo 
de este ano. 

La ,XV Brigada por el heroismo 
de sus combaticntes es una de las 
me jo res del Ejtfrcito Popular. Es- 
pero que en el porveuir, la Bri- 
gada se quedard como siempre, 
como un apoyo poderoso del Ej£r- 
cito y del Gobiemo de la Republic a. 
Pido a todos los Oficiales, Comi- 
sarios y combaticntes de la Bri- 
gada unirse todos bajo el mando 
del nuevo Jefe comandante Va- 
lledor, para preparar un golpe de- 
cisivo al fascismo, 

Salud y Victoria. 

V. Copfc 




STAFF MEETING at the front. Comrade Copic can be seen sitting 

second from left 

REUNION DEL ESTADO MAYOR en el frente del Ebro. El camarada 
Copic es el que est£ sent ado en el segundo lugar del lado izqulerdo 




NEW BRIGADE COMMANDER, 
Major Yailedor 

EL NUEVO COMANDANTE de 
nuestra brigada, el Mayor Yailedor 

MAJ. VALLEDOR GREETS 
BRIGADE COMBATANTS 

In taking command of this ex- 
cellent Brigade I extend, through 
the medium of the order of the 
day, a fraternal greeting, full of 
antifascism, to its valiant figh- 
ters : the commanders, commissars, 
officials, classes and soldiers who, 
under the command of the res- 
pected Lt.-Cf*? Copic-., knew how 
to resist the most merciless attacks 
of the enemy and in addition knew 
now to counter-attack gaining 
victory in as many times as it 
faced the invading hordes sent in 
by Hitler and Mussolini. 

I. brave fighters of the XV 
Jirigade, after having fought with 
my troops in Asturias until it 
foil, could never imagine that I 
would be given the honor someday 
of commanding an International 
Brigade (a Brigade of hero. .-) 
especially one like this wh : h is 
full of honors crowned with vic- 
tories. 

Fighters of the XV Brigade, I 
know how great is the gap that is 
left with the absence of Lt.-Col. 
Copic. I know' how gr at was his 
military knowledge. I s?; m atton ;pt 
therefore, to put in in practice 
all the knowledge I •; v. - ac- 
quired on the battle-fieldo of As- 
turias and promise to do a.; hu- 
manly possible to fill this gap and 
be able lead you to new and 
great victories. 



SALUDOS DE NUESTRO 
NUEVO COMANDANTE 

Saiudo a los Herolcos contba- 
ttentes du la XV Hflfidi. — Al 

hacerme cargo del mando de esta 
tan gloriosa Brigada, dirijo por 
medio de la Orden de este dfa un 
fraternal sahido, Ueno de anti- 
fascismo a sus heioicos comba- 
tientes, Jefes, Comiaarios, Ofi- 
ciales, clascs y soldaaos los que 
bajo el mando del querido y anti- 
guo Jefe, Teniente-Coronel COPIC, 
supieron resistir los mds duros 
ataques de nuestro enemigo y en 
multiples contraataques alcanza- 
ron inf ini dad de victorias, cuantas 
veces se enfrentaron con las hordas 
invasoras de Hspana enviadas por 
Hitler y MussoHni. 

Yo, heroicos combaticntes de U 
XV Brigada, no podfa imaginartnc 
cuando dc spuds de ver aniquiladas 
totalmente las heroicas fuerzas 
que a mis ordenes combatieron 
on Asturias, que podxia llegai 
a Igun dia a mandar una Brigada 
Internacional (Una Brigada do 
Heroes), y mds una Brigada como 
esta, Tcna de honores y coronada 
de victorias, 

Combatientes de la XV Bri- 
gada : sd lo grande que es el hueco 
que con su marcha deja el Teniente 
Coronel Copic, y sd lo grande que 
eran sus conocimientos militares, 
procurard, pues, poner en prdc 
tlca todos mis conocimientos ad- 
quiridos en los camposde batalla, 
y prometo hacer lo humanamentc 
imposible para tap^r este hueco 
y poderos conducir a nuevas y 
grandes victorias. 

Espero, pues, de vosotros, Jefes. 
Comisarios, Oficiales, Clases y sol- 
dados, pongdis a mi disposicion 
todos cuantos conocimientos hn 
bdis adquirido de vuestro antiguo 
y querido Jefe, para que todos 
unidos demos el golpe definitive 
y libremos a Espafla de invasores. 

Vuestro Jefe Mayor 
Jose Antonio Valledor 



I ask you, commanders, commis- 
sars. officials, classes and soldiers, 
to put at my disposition all of the 
knowledge and skill you have lear- 
ned with your old and admired 
leader, so that all of us, united can 
strike ific final blow and liberate 
Spain of ils invaders. 

Ymir Commander, Major 
Josi Antonio Valledor 



^ - • i- - . - • ■ in MimMiiriiiifiMM iininiui imimiri " '-miii 

A FEW REMINDERS ABOUT YOUR MAIL 

| 1. Write or prim vle-j.'v all addresses. | 

| 2. Don’t seal t he envi ipe. f 

| 3. Do not p* :c -'.amps on letters intended for outside of 

| Spain. 

1 4. Put stamps on all libers intended within Spain. \ 

5. Do not i e envelopes to be sent outside of Spain with | 
= any outside mar bugs. = 

i 6. Avoid s ( .‘.kirn ' o litary questions In your letters. \ 

I INSTRUCT Y f H RU N bS AND FAMILIES BACK HOME § 

| 1. Not lo packages of fresh fruits, liquid botues* f 

| or fragile merchandise wh-.eh may be easily damaged or broken. I 

| 2. Not to include n packages : letters, books, or blank 7 

§ paper : the latter must pass censor. ; 

| 3. Not to include more than 200 grams of tabacco In the | 

| packages, since the sending of tabacco from outside of Spain In § 

| greater quantities is prohibited by the Customhouse. | 

4. To only send parcels well-packed. § 

5. To print clearly the address of the receiver. On the outsl- I 

de of the package a list he made of the contents. 1 

6. To send packages that go through France through the l 

medium of the « Comite Internacional de Ayuda a Espafia, 

1, Cite Paradis, PARIS which are sent directly to the Brigades. 

ill! : 1 ■ hi i. i, in, I nil :f miMMMIl'Nl IMI NIJKN lllltll III I, INI N II " 1 'NM IN 'T . 
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THEBE’S A CONNECTION FASCISTS CAN’T CUT 



bj SIDNEY KURTZ 



The kids are playing a newkind 
of game in Albacete. It's called 
« Hanging Franco by the Neck *. 
They have a small stuffed effigy 
of « el caudillo > with a swastika 
on his fat belly, swinging with 
a rope around his neck, while they 
spit in his eye or hurl insults at 
turn. 

Madrid's pretty much the same. 
Still plenty of Bacalao and high 
morale. Chicote's still as crowded 
as ever. 

I met lot of the Internationals 
in Alicante and in Valencia. Some 
of them had come in from the 
front for repairs, others were on 
« penniso *. They sure would like 
to be with the XV th, but the 
fact that they aren *t doesn’t 
seem to have effected their figh- 
ting spirit much. 

Eddie Lending and Conlon Nan- 
carrow and a couple of other Ame- 
ricans are with the crack anti- 
aircraft battery in Spain. At least 
that's what Ed says. They shot 
down sixty five fascist planes, so 
maybe there's some truth in what 
he says. 

In between his studies of Ger- 
man, Italian and Russian, Conlon 
Nancarrow is busy on a new in- 
vention. He won't confess what 
it’s all about, but. I suspect it’s 
something that can make genuine 
coffee out of Malta, 

The John Brown’s finally got 
into action and seem to be giving 
a good account of themselves 
from what I hear. 

The rest of the Americans, in- 
cluding Abe Harris, Gus Heisler. 
Tom Mann, Gordon, and a raft 



of others are in various artillery 
and anti-tank outfits. 

Valencia's changed a lot in 
these last few months. Wait until 
you drive through again. You'll 
notice it. 

Valencia's beginning to go 
through what Madrid went through 
almost two years ago. Everything's 
tightened up considerably. The 
Government has things we 1 1 in 
hand. So well, in fact, it's a little 
embarrassing sometimes. Imagine 
the police knocking on the dcor 
of your hotal room at two o'clock 
in the morning and asking to see 
your papers Where’s all this tra- 
ditional politeness of the Spanish 
I've heard so much about? 

And the food. If the armaments 
were as plentiful as the food then 
it wouldn't be long before the 
Barcelona- Valencia highway was 
open again. 

Speaking with some of the 
Americans I learned that they have 
really begun to appreciate the 
fighting qualities of the Spanish 
people. 

One of them said to me : * You 
know, I've been here for sixteen 
months, but I'm just beginning 
to find out how these Spanish 
kids can fight. You got to fight 
with them to know what I mean. 
Jesus, I never saw anything like 
it. I saw them kids — yeah, just 
kids — stand up under aerial and 
artillery bombardments that was 
so bad that the earth seemed 
to be on fire. And when the smoke 
cleared up and the Italians thought 
they'd march in with flags flying, 
there was those kids still there. 



And boy did they give it to the 
fascists. I saw that happen three 
times. Them kids got no fear. I 
tell you they're afraid of absolutely 
nothing. This people's not going 
to lose. Not with lighters like 
these. * 

And another one said : 

♦ Sure. As soon as we get the 
arms we'll give them a shellac- 
kin they'll never forget. * 

Then the first one said : 

♦ And that's why we gotta stay 
here, fighting with them. Negrin 
knew what he was talking about 
when he said * resist! resist! resist! » 
He knows that it’s only a ques- 
tion of time before we get enough 
arms to start our own offensive. 
And listen! When you get up to 
Barcelona you tell them guys in 
the Fifteenth that when we break 
through them cardboard soldiers 
we ll join up with them' — as shock 
troops. » 

These were internationals spea- 
king. They were speaking in the 
name of not only the other inter- 
ationals they're fighting with, 
but in the nam^ ofthose heroic 
Spanish • kids * who are going 
through hell and fire and holding 
the fascists on the Levante front. 

♦ Valenria como Madrid *. That's 
what yon see plastered all over 
the streets. * Levante en pie*. 
And the I^evante is on foot! You 
ought to see t hose forti fica t ion 
workers rolling out of Valencia 
up towards Sagunto and fur- 
ther north. You ought t" see the 
people in Valencia today. *Tlic 
lascists will never break through, 
they say. 



* Valencia como Madrid *. ! Va- 
lencia is Madrid! 

So if you're wondering what's 
happening in the other part of 
Spain, rest assured that the fight's 
going on with all the strength we 
can muster. And each day of re- 
sistance makes us stronger and 
stronger. If you’re wondering what 
the effect of the cutting of the road 
has had in the other Spain, rest 
assured that it’s only caused a 
redoubling of the efforts to win 
the war. 

The people on the other side 
of the fascist lines want you to 
know one thing : Spain's not 

divided! There's bond that con- 
nects the two zones that can never 
be cut by the fascists, no matter 
what armaments tliay pour into 
Spain. That's the bond of unity. 
The bond that unites, central 



Spain with Catalonia ; the 
that says * We shall pass » 



bond 




TWO YEARS OF SPANISH POLITICS 



(Continued from page i) 

Civil Guard rose up against the 
Government which nad entrusted 
them with the task of maintaining 
order in the country, have accused 
Spain of being a country with- 
no leaders and in a continuous 




SPANISH KI DS having a good time 
at a Mac-Pap festival. 

NltlOS ESPAftOLfcS dlvlrtidfidrae 
al festival del fcataJIdn Mac-Pap 



state of anarchy. They have ex- 
ploited these assertions in order 
to put forward the theory that 
Spain could only be governed by 
a dictator. 

When one examines the truth, 
one finds that all these accusa- 
tions are completely unfounded. 
The parties or the extreme left 
such as the Communists have, 
from the very beginning, given 
their wholehearted support to the 
Government and even the Anarcho- 
Syndicalists, who at the beginning 
declared themselves opposed to 
any form of Government other 
than that on a trade union basis, 
have now not only given their 
tacit support but have even en- 
tered the Government of National 
Union which was formed in April 
of this year. 

At the present time all political 
parties and trade union organiza- 
tions are represented in the Go- 
vernment under the leadership of 
Dr. Negrin. It was following the 
formation of this Government, 
which expresses the will of the 
whole nation, that the members 
of the Cabinet considered it oppor- 
tune to summarise the aims of 
the Spanish Republic in carrying 
on the war until final victory is 
achieved. 

This gave rise to the famous 
Thirteen Points, which have been 
described as a charter of liberty 
for an oppressed people. The outs- 



tanding and most urgent task to be 
full filled is that of freeing Spain 
from foreign invasion. Once this 
is assured a plebiscite it to be held 
which will allow the Spanish peo- 
ple to choose the form of Govern- 
ment which they prefer. Complete 
tolerance of worship is guaranteed. 
Regional autonomy shall be res- 
pected. Education shall be acce- 
sible to a'l who wish it. The old 
.semi -feudal agricultural conditions 
will be liquidated and the peasant 
shall have the right to keep the 
fruits of his labor. The People's 
'Army shall be ever on guard to 
defend the interests of the Spa- 
nish people. Internationally Spain 
reaffirms her support of the Lea- 
gue of Nations and collective secu- 
rity and demands a place in the 
family of nations. Perhaps the 
moat generous and striking fea- 
ture of all is the declaration that 
when the war is over and arms 
laid aside there shall be no talk 
of reprisals against those who 
either out of Ignorance or mis- 
fortune fought on the side of the 
rebels. This point was further em- 
phasized by Dr. Negrin in his re- 
cent speech from Madrid when he 
said » We are anxious for peace 
in order to incorporate in the ur- 
gent task of reconstructing and 
aggrandizing Spain all those com- 
patriots who sincerely wish to 
fulfill the duties which we must 
perform. Is there anybody who 
thinks that after this bloody 
struggle the Spaniards are simply 
to be classified as conquerors and 



conquered? Is there anybody who 
thinks that our land is so rich in 
values that in its reconstruction 
we can dispense with the services 
of workers, whatever their trade 
or profession, merely on account 
of the label of the side they fought 
for? Is there anybody who thinks 
that this fratricidal struggle is to 
be tonrinued after peace is attai- 
ned?... The maximum aspiration 
of statesmen should be that, be- 
fore many years have passed, the 
names of the victims who have 
fallen on both sides of the struggle 
should figure side by side on the 
roll of honor of each town and 
village, as martyrs for a cause 
which should give us a new and 
great Fatherland *, 




f # 




UN CRUPO dc ametralladorea dc 
Jarama 
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Tasks of a Cabo 



SCENES of what foes on at the Cabo School. In the upper left corner is shown a class in session inside the 
school. To the rlfht Is shown the students during session on the open field. In the center, the Cabos are seen 
in formation. In the two lower pictures can be seen how seriously these very important leaders of the People’s 

Army are conducting their maneuvres. 

ESCENAS que pasan en la Escuela de Cabos. En la foto de la izqulerda de la parte superior se ve una clase en 
sesldn dentro de la escuela. A la derecha se ve a los mismos estudlantes estudlando en el campo. En el centro 
esttn en formacldn. En las fotos de abajo estos cabos maniobran en el campo con toda serledad, y comprenden 

que de la eflcacia de su trabajo depende la victoria. 

ESCUELA DE CABOS 

Obligaciones del Cabo 



Clarence SCHULER 

The cabo in the performance of 
his tasks plays a very important 
part in the functioning of a mili- 
tary machine. The squad, being the 
basic unit, must function properly 
in every way, if the peloton, sect- 
ion, company, etc., are in turn to 
function properly. 

This is why each squad must be 
well trained in the knowledge of 
their arms, how to use and take 
care of them, must know how to 
manoevre on the offensive and ori 
the defensive, understanding their 
role in all formations with respect 
to the peloton, section, company, 
etc., as a whole, must know how 
to advance, formations of combat 
against enemy infantry, tanks, ca- 
valry, avion, must know how to 
scout, patrol, etc. What is true of 
the above is also equally true in 
regard to fortifications, guards, 
and all other military problems. 

In all these things, each cabo as 
the responsible for his group, 
should be a teacher to the other 
comrades, and an example and dis- 
cipline in battle and out. In this 
way the cabo will best be fulfilling 
his duties by helping to make of 
every squad a more efficient and 
effective group, maintaining that 
unity and co-operation which will 
serve as a basis for stronger sect- 
ions, stronger companies, stronger 
battalions, and a stronger army — 
that we must ever work together 
to mold and make more powerful 
in order to defeat fascism. 



Ante todo el cabo debe respetar 
a sus soldados, para que estos, a su 
vez, lo respeten; ser el primero en 
la disciplina y en obedecer las or- 
denes de sus superioreSj para ejem- 
plo de sus soldados. 

Cuidara de que los soldados de 
su escuadra observen la disciplina 
que liace falta en una maniobra, 
en practicas y durantfe la clase de 
teorica, castigando al que le des- 
obedezca y dando parte a su sar- 
gento. Dara las novedades que ocu- 
rran en su Escuadra aL sargento. 

Cuidara de que por la manana, 
al toque de diana, se levanten y se 
aseen sus soldados; asimismo cui- 
dara de que recojan y plieguen sus 
mantas, barran y limpien el sitio 
donde duermen y tengan en orden 
sus mochillas o macutos, para en 
cualquier momento estar dispuestos 
de formar en cinco minutos con 
equipo, para cuando haya necesi- 
dad de marchar de un sitio a otro. 

Tendra el control de su escua- 
dra por medio del nombre de cada 
uno de sus hombres, numero de 
fusil y demas municion y arma- 
mento que tenga. Velara por el 
bienestar de su Escuadra y cual- 
quier queja o reclamacion que ten- 
gan hara que se la formulen a £1, 
para a su vez transraitirla al sar- 
gento y asi ucesivamente pqr con- 
ducto regular que llegue al sitio 
que va formulada. 

.Cuidara de que todos los dias 



limpien su fusil y lo conserven en 
buen estado, asi como demas ar- 
mamento y herramientas que ten- 
ga la escuadra, pues cada escuadra 
debe llevar un pico y una pala 
grande o pico y cuatro palas pe- 
ouehas. 

Cuando haya revista de armas 
revistara el primero las de sus hom- 
bres, y si alguno la tuviese sucia 
se la hara limpiar hasta que este 
cn condiciones, pues debe procu- 
rar en todo momento que su escua- 
dra sea siempre modelo y la pri- 
mera en disciplina y demas obli- 
gaciones del soldado, pues asi 
demostrara sus buenas aptitudes 
para dicho cargo y el deseo de 
prepa/arse y poder alcanzar pues- 
to mas eievado para bien de la cau- 
sa y en beneficio de la victoria. 

Durante el ataque ira senalando 
a sus soldados los sitios que tienen 
que ocupar y mantendra en todo 
momento el control de su escua- 
dra, como asimismo la moral y dis- 
ciplina, condicion indispensable pa- 
ra el exito de una operacion. 

Cuando este de guardia cuidara 
de que los relevos se efectiien a su 
debido tiempo y en las condiciones 
que debe eiectuarse. Cuidara que 
los centinelas no se duerman y es- 
tara siempre atento a cualquier no- 
vedad que ocurra, para resolverla 
si esta en el hacerlo o en caso 
necesario dar parte inmediatamen- 
te al sargento de guardia; adver- 
tir£ en todo momento al centinela 



sus obligaciones para que no de- 
jen de cumplirlas ; pondra mucha 
atencion en las ordenes que se le 
den o en las misiones que se le 
encomiendeiv para ejecutarlas lo 
mas rapidamente posible, pues en 
la rapidez de efectuar estas orde- 
nes depende muchas veces el 6cito 
de cualquier operacibn. 

Dara las ordenes a sus soldados 
con terminos claros y concisos y 



procurara que asimismo las ejecu- 
ten con toda rapidez. 

Estas son las obligaciones gene- 
rales de un cabo que debe observar 
con toda rapidez, ateniendose y ob- 
servando tambien las instrucciones 
particulares que se le den. 

20 junio de 19^8. 

DEMEDIO tLANELLAS 
FERRANDIZ 
del Lincoln - Washington 



What are the Duties of a Cabo ? 

James LARDMER 



The function of a Cabo is to see 
that his men execute quickly and 
efficiently the order of this supe- 
rior officers. 

To this end he must have, first, 
an extensive knowledge of mili- 
tary technique; secondly, the res- 
pect of his squad; third, a sense 
of discipline, and fourth, g wilin- 
gness to work and study hard. 

Without mastering the perfor- 
mance of every task, whether it he 
cleaning a D^ktariev, digging a 
fox-hole or cutting barbed wire, 
the Cabo cannot t^ke every pre- 
caution for his men’s safety nor 
utilize fully their fighting strength. 

Without the respect of his men 
he cannot lead them either at the 
front or in reserve. Without a foun- 
dation of discipline he cannot 
rely on the swift fulfilment of every 
order when seconds count under 
fire. Without hard work he cannot 
attain any of the qualifications of 
a good cabo. 



The cabo must also prepare him- 
self to take over the command of 
his peloton in the event that his 
sergeant should be hit. He must 
similarly train the men in his squad 
so that they may be ready to full 
his shoes. 

In all this the cabo does 'the 
work of an activist. But to merit the 
name he must also do more. He 
must instil in his men an unders- 
tanding of the cause for which they are 
fighting. He must work for better 
relations between Internationals 
and Spaniards, between Catalan and 
Castilian, between soldier and ci- 
vilian. He should make himself. 
a guardian of the crops and other 
property of the civil populating. 

The cabo must maintain the 
fighting spirit of his men at a 
high level and bolster their coura- 
ge in action by reminding them of 
what a Fascist victory would mean 
to Spain and to the world! 
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LOS CAMARADAS de Sanidad de la Brigada, prlmero a la izquierda es 
el Dr. Bernstein; centro, Dr. Straus (Jete), y Al Golberg, comisario 



SCHOOL OF THE SANIDAD 



LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

British Seaman Tells 
Of Visits to Rebel Ports 

'Ed. Note: The following is part 
of a letter sent by a union seaman 
to a friend of his in the Brigade. 
His account of visits to the 
rebel ports, we feel, are illumi- 
nating.) 

Dear Bill. 

I secured a job on the which 

ship I am on at present. She is 
on the trade to rebel ports, mainly 
Cadiz and Seville. 

As to the crew's attitude towards 
the Spanish Government and their 
views on the question of trading 
to rebel ports, I can say right now 
that every single member of the 
crew is sympathetic towards the 
Republic. 

We left london and went directly 
to Gibraltar, where we only stop- 
ped for a day, discharging cargo 
and then went across the Bay to 
Algecirae. 




Specimen of Italy’s zoo 



I was allowed to go ashore in 
Algeciras. I only had time for a 
two hour walk aroiuid the town 
in the afternoon as we were only 
stopping there for one day, sai- 
ling again in the evening. Howe- 
ver, it was sufficient to give me 
a general impression of what is 
taking place there. Outstanding 
amongst all is the display of « anti 
bolshie * propaganda posters, de- 
picting the so-called Bolshevist 
invasion of Spain, in the form of 
a massive creature with big lashes 
(whips) held above their heads 
and women and children cringing 
at their feet begging for mercy. 
Then the usual pictures with 
knives, etc. 

In Algeciras there is also a big 
army barracks and there appears 
to be a considerable amount of 
building construction going around 
the barracks building. I witnessed 
a march through the streets to the 
barracks by a Spanish rebel com- 
pany. They were appvtntly re- 
cruits and were in two sections. 
One section consisted of kids whose 
ages ranged between 14 and 18 
years. The other section; ages ran- 
ging between 18 and 30. One or 
two officers marching alongside 



continually shouting-out marching 
orders to keep them all in step. 
One, two ; left, right, etc. One 
thing was very noticeable, there 
was no enthusiasm amongst any 
of the marchers. 

There apparently is a regular 
traffic between this port and the 
Moroccan coast. Continued stream 
of Moors going back and forth 

A batch of Moors arrived with 
about 55 horses while we were 
there. 

I11 Seville, unfortunately, again 
we only had a short stay, arrived 
in the morning and sailed the 
same evening. I had a load of an- 
tifascist literature with me and 
intended « doing my stuff * in 
Seville and Cadiz. At first we were 
informed that we were stopping 
in Seville overnight, so I went 
ashore in the afternoon for a look 
around, and in general to get my 
bearings, so to speak, picking out 
the places best suited for distri- 
buting the literature, such as 
houses in working class streets, 
hospitals and barracks, also caf6*. 
After a good look around I came 
back on board the ship around the 
tea hour intending to go ashore 
in the evening with the bit. Ima- 
gine my ’ disappointment when 
we were informed at 6 p. 111. that 
orders had arrived for the ship to 
sail a 7 p. * 111. that night. This 
put all my plans sky high. There 
was no restricting on us going 
ashore in Seville, the usual guards 
were 011 the gangway, but they 
didn't trouble us. 

When we arrived in Cadiz, we 
found an entirely different atmos- 
phere prevailing. The guards on 
tlie gangway kept a strict watch 
011 us and nobody was allowed 
ashore. We lay there for three 
days and two nights. 1 could well 
see the reason for their strictness 
in ensuring that no one be allowed 
ashore. The port was chock full 
of German destroyers, and while 
we were lying there an Italian 
« Hospital » ship arrived. She is 
a big two funnelled liner. Her 
name is the S.S Granaisca, painted 
from stein to stern with red cros- 
ses, also on her funnells. I am 
informed that there is no rsetriction 
011 the crews of German and Ita- 
lian vessels getting ashore. 



Probably no department of our 
army has its importance minimi- 
sed so much as the Sanidad. Of 
its school where camillcros and 
sanitarics are trained, little ap- 
pears to be known except by those 
comrades wlio have been trained by 
it or wlio are directly in contact 
with it. 

Somewhere and somehow com- 
rades have to be trained for the 
very important work of attending 
to our wounded since error or lack 
of knowledge in the preliminary 
treatment of bullet wounds can 
often cause a comrade to loose a 
limb, if not liis life. In underta- 
king such work speed and effi- 
cieney are essential and several 
weeks of steady training -are nee- 
ded to produce a comrade who 
will per f on 11 his dut ies at the 
front and undtr very difficult cir- 
cumstances without error. 

Nearly all the comrades at the 
Sanidad school have been suit 
there because of promising work 
as a stretcher bearer or because 
they have a desire to work in this 
department of the army. If I paint 
a too pleasant a picture of the Sa- 
nidad school the Jefatnra might 
bo overwhelmed with applicants 
during the next few days blit I 
have luiown comrades who, though 



they entered the school unwillingly 
at first, have so settled down liiat 
none of them wish to leave it. Of 
course, tliis they will have to do 
as vacancies appear in the diffe- 
rent sections ot the battalion or 
Brigade San i duds. 

Dp in tlie morning at half -past - 
six the school sets the good * xam- 
ple by being washed and cleaned 
lx-forc breakfast. Then to work. 
Training in first-aid work is not 
too severe. If it were so the new 
comrades would fin<l it wry dif- 
ficult to learn. Some, you must 
remember, never tuirollcd a ban- 
dage before and to try to leach 
about six or sewn positions to 
wlii eli different types of banda- 
ging would apply could only crea- 
te confusion for the students. 

Everyone starts al scratch. The- 
re are no aristocrats of the art in 
the Sanidad school. Although I had 
been working as a company su- 
nitario 1 took my place with tin- 
others in learning to work with 
a stretcher. I was on the point 
of objecting al first, especially 
as I haw- had marly ten years 
experience in this work, but w ry 
quickly saw that my altitude was 
wrong. No school ran lx- effecti- 
vely rim if il raters to all the dif- 
ferent stages of development of 
the comrades. 

Knder conditions of war, first- 
aid work can be very c h t'iii ill t and 
it is not possible to give anyone a 
complete imowh dge of lb - entire 
field of sanitary and first-aid work, 
beaming tlie tci lmical names o! 
arteries and holies is left on l since 
it is not important. Knowing so- 
mething of the structure of tlx- 
human body is. and this has to 
lx- included in tlie work, .\puri 
from the treatment of war wounds, 
sanitation and hygiene are most 
important and from digging the 
cornet type of latrine to sieing 
that water is supplied to the 
soldiers is all part of their tra- 
ining. 

Morning and afternoon we find 
them practising, working witli a 
streli her. ami bandaging, deve- 
loping towards the digree of cii- 
cieiicy they need to possess. 

The school of the Sanidad is 
united with tlie soldiers of the 
People's Army for tin- victory of 
tlie Spanirli Republic. 

ANTON MIKES 



GEORGE 




BREAKFAST at 15th Brigade operations deparment 
DESAYUNO en el departamento de operaciones de la brigada 
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OUT WITH THE INVADERS OF SPAIN: TO THE 




The call to attack has come. Our Popular Army is now 
ready to cease its period of resistance and is armed to march 
into battle for the reconquest of Spain. 

From the moment the fascist offensive in Aragon was 
nailed in its tracks by the splendid resistance put up by the sols 
diers of the People's Army, Catalonia prepared night and day 
for an opportunity to strike back. That opportunity has now 
arrived! 

The whole Army in Catalonia has been organized and trais 
ned with a single immediate aim: to win back the lost territory, 
reopen the road to Madrid, and smash the fascist invaders of 



Spain. 

Our 15th Brigade has spent the past three months in res 
serve positions, getting ready for this counteroffensive. A pe= 
riod of intensive training was carried on. Every branch of the 
service of the Brigade received its necessary instructions and 
training. Our Brigade is now better trained — never has it re® 
ached to such heights of military attainment. — It is much 
more efficiently equipped than heretofore. The military and 
political leadership of the Brigade combines a brilliant corns 
bination of men of courage and experiences on many fronts 
and in many battles. The command took advantage of every 
day of the Brigade s training period to allow the fullest des 
velopment of capacity in every comrade, whether it be in the 
infantry or auxiliary service. 

The fascists are driving hard on the Levante front. 
With staunch courage our brave soldiers under the stur® 
dy command of General Miaja are resisting with such 
unexpected tenacity, in the face of overwhelming odds, that 

Hitler and Mussolini's desperate 
desire for a rapid victory has 
been upset long ago. 

The divisions of Italian 
troops, fighting along the entire 
Levante front are battering the® 
mselves against a united de= 
termined wall of unparalleled 
resistance by Spaniards who will 
never yeild to the tyranny of 
fascism. 





Soldiers, officiers, commissars! You are once again called 
to the attcak against the murderous enemies of Spain and the 
whole civilized world. 

Our brothers on the Levante front need our aid. We 
shall pay tribute to their heroic resistance with a drive 
against the enemy which will make it feel the full weight 
of our hate for fascism. 

Our turn has come! Every soldier to his post! Every of® 
ficer on duty! Every commissar on his toes! 

Let not one fail in the accomplishment of his duty! 

Let not a step falter! 

United all! 

Let this advance be the freedom of Catalonia and Ara® 
gon of the despicable enemy! Let it also force the liber at® 
tion of the fascist pressure on our brave Army of Levante! 

FORWARD, COMRADES' TO THE VICTORY WHICH K 

OURS! 



r v- v- ** ® 
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NUESTRA RESISTENCIA NOS HA PREPARA DO PARA ESTE CONTRAATAQUE 
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iUNIDOS ATAQDEMOS! - 



iUNIDOS YENCEREMOS! 



i FDERA LOS 1NYAS0RES DE ESPAflA! 



La llamada al ataque ha Ilegado. Nuestro Ej^rclto Popular ya est& 
preparado para terminar el perfodo de reslstencia y estd armado para 
marchar a la batalla por la reconqulsta de Espana. 

Por el momento la ofenslva fascista en Aragdn ha sldo atajada 
cn sus proplos ataques por la espllndlda reslstencia puesta por los 
soldados del Ejlrclto de la Rdpublica. Cataluha se ha preparado dia 
y noche para tener una oportunldad de devolver el golpe a nuestros 
enemigosl j La oportunldad ha Ilegado ! 

Todo el ejlrcito en Cataluha ha sido organizado y entrenado con 
an solo e Inmediato fin: recobrar todo el terrltorio perdido, abrir de 
nuevo el camino a Madrid y aplastar el fascismo invasor en Espana. 

Nuestra 15 Brigada ha pasado los tres meses ultimos en posi- 
ciones de reserva, encontrdndose preparada para esta contraofensiva. 
Un perfodo de entrenamiento intenslvo se ha llevado a cabo. Cada 
seccidn del serviclo de la Brigada ha recibido sus instruccionesy entre- 
namientos necesarios. Nuestra Brigada est6 ahora mejor preparada. 
Nunca habia Ilegado a tan alto grado militar y esf& mucho mds 
eficientemente equipada que nunca. Los lideres militares y politicos 
constituyen una brillante combinacirin de hombres de valor experi- 
mentados en muchos frentes y en muchas batallas. El mando se apro- 
vechd cada dia del periodo de entrenamiento de la Brigada para permitir 
el desarrollo de la capacidad de cada camarada, lo mismo en la infan- 
terla como en los serviclos auxiliares. 

Los fascistas atacan fuertemente en el frcnte de Levante. Pero 



nuestros valerosos soldados, bajo el magnifico mando del General 
Miaja, resisten con una sorprendente tenacidad a pesar del abundante 
material bdlico que Hitler y Mussolini, en su desesperado deseo de 
alcanzar una rdpida victoria, han acumulado, hablendo fracasado 
rotundamente. 

Las Divisiones italianas que luchan en todo el frente de Levante, 
encuentran una muralla de reslstencia opuesta por los espanoles, los 
cuales jamds se rendirdn a la tirania fascista. 

{Soldados, Comisarlos, Oficialesl Otra vez est&is I la mad os al 
ataque contra los enemigos asesinos de Espaha y de todo el mundo 
civilizado! 

Nuestros hermano del frente de Levante necesitan nuestra ayuda. 
Nosotros debemos corresponder a su reslstencia heroica atacando al 
enemigo y hacerle sentir al fascisrno todo el peso de nuestro odio. 

{Nuestra hora ha llegadol jCada soldado ensu puesto! (Cada Of I- 
cial a cumplir con su deber! jCada Comisario en piel 

(Que nadie fait e en el cumplimiento de su deberl 

;Que no falle un solo paso! 

jTodos unidosl 

;Que este avance sea la Uberacion de Cataluna y Aragdn del 
odiado enemigo! {Que sea tambiln la fuerza contrarrestadora de la 
presidn fascista sobre nuestro heroico Ejlrcito de Levante! 

{ADELANTE CAMARADASI jHACIA LA VICTORIA QUE ES 
NUESTRA! 



»Este Ejdrcito que, con su 
tes6n, con su espiritu de 
sacrificio, con su terrible 
aprendizaje estd for man do 
y ha formado el escudo ne- 
cesario para que entretanto 
la verdad y la justicia se 
abran paso en el mundo, 
forja con sus puhos y ca- 
llenta con su sangre el 
arquetlpo de una nacibn 
Hbre». 




CABOS AND SERGEANTS 

A good Sergeant or Cabo means a good section and good section 
means a good battalion! 

Remember; Every order received should be executed without 
discussion. 

That ever order given should indicate dearly the tasks to be 
performed. 

The Cabos and Sergeants are responsible for the actions of their 
unit during battle. 

Abandonment of position without the order first coming from 
superiors is inexcusable. 



(Del ultimo discurso del Presidente 

de la Reptiblica) 



Nuestro ataque animara a todos los 
pueblos, libres y esclavizados, a los pue- 
blos de Alemania e Italia, Con nuestras 
balas tocamos al enemigo connin de 
toda la Humanidad. LA VICTORIA 
SOBRE EL EASCISMO EN ESP Aft A, 

sera la victoria sobre el 

FASCISMO MUNDIAL. 
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The object of aviation attack is to demoralize the oppo- 
nent. When it arrives discipline and coolness must bedisplay- 
ed! The effectiveness of avions can be minimized if we de- 
fend ourselves passively and actively. Passive defense: 
AVOID ALL MOVEMENT. Active defense: Accurate fire 
by the ANTIAVIONISTS. 



La aviacibn tiene como objeto la desmoralizacibn del 
adversario! A I presentarse esta hay que guardar disciplina 
y sangrc frta. La eficacia de la aviacibn es inconsiderable, 
si sabemos defendernos pasiva y activamente. La defensa 
pasiva: EVITAR TODO MOV1MIENTO. La defensa ac- 
tiva: certero fuego de los ANTIAVIONISTAS. 



THE ACTIVIST IN BATTLE 



«I promise to be a model soldier and dedicate my arms, my life 
and my anti-fascist honor to the independence of Spain». With 
these words the Activist of the 15th Brigade recently dedicated 
himself to the tasks before him. 

For many weeks Activism has stood out as the most impor- 
tant movement ever initiated by the soldiers of the Brigade. The 
Activist has given all his energies toward the improvement of the 
military, cultural and political character of his unit. He has been ins- 
pired by an intense desire to learn and apply more quickly the met- 
hods needed for the annihilation of fascism. He knows that victory 
for the Republic will mean liberation for the German and Italian 
people from the tyranny of their oppressors. 

The Activist, along with lhe rest of the soldiers and officers, is 
going into battle. All the knowledge he has acquired during weeks of 
anxious preparation vill be called 
into play. Here is where it will be 
proven how well the Activist can 
coordinate his past experiences and 
his newly acquired knowledge for 
the victory we’re driving for. 

Do not forget, Comrade Acti- 
vist, the pledge you took: 

«To care for the arms as my 
own life. 

»To be a champion of unity, a 
worthy representative of the Go- 
vernment of National Union. 

»To struggle without rest ag- 
ainst the pessimists and provoca- 
teurs. 

»To have as my slogan: to be 
the strongest in the attack and the 
firmest in defense. » 

Every Activist has big tasks 
ahead. The Brigade, the Division, 
the whole Army will look toward 
him as example of courage, disci- 
pline and fighting enthusiasm. He 
must throw into action every mus- 
cle, every ounce of energy, every 
bit of intelligence and ability for 
the blow we are about to deal. 



El act! vista en batalla 

tatfd odio desapiaJado al fascismo y nuestie proM amor al potOlo 
las dos ejlimulos de ouestro ataque 

«Yo prometo scr un soldado mode o y dedicar mis armas, mi 
vida y mi honor antifascista, a la independence de Espafia». C( ^ 
estas palabras Us aciivistas de la 15 Brigada se ccmprometiercn, 
anie las lareas que se les presentan. 

Bor muchas semanas el movimiento de los activistas ha sido lo 
mbs iniportante iniciado por los soldados de la Brigada- El activista 
esta dando todas sus energias al desarrollo del caractermilitar, cultu- 
ral y politico de su unidad. El ha sido inspirado por un int< nso deseo 
dc aprendery aplicar mas deprisa los metodos necesarios para la ani- 

quilaclon del fascisnio. El sabe que 
la victoria para la Republica sighi- 
ficara la liberacion para los pueblos 
alemanes e italianos de la tirania de 
sus opresores. 

Los activistas conjuntamenfc 
con el resto de los soldados y ofi- 
ciales forman para entrar en corn- 
bate. Todos los conocimientos que 
ellos han adquirido durante semanas 
de anciosa preparacibn, serbn lleva- 
dos a la prbctica. Aqui es donde 
ser2 probado lo bien que los acti- 
vistas podran coordinar sus pasadas 
experiencias y los nuevos conoci- 
mientos aJquiridos para ganar 
victoria por la que luchamos. 

No te olvides camarada activis- 
ta, el juramento que tu hicistes: 

«Cuidar las armas como mi 
propia vida. 

»Ser un campebn de unidad, 
digno representante del Gobierno 
de UNION NACIONAL. 

»Luchar sin descanso contra los 
derrotistas y provocadores. 

»Tener como consigna ser el 
m3s fuerte en el ataque y el mas 
firme en la resistencia.» 

Cada activista tiene un grai, 
compromiso adquirido. La Brigada, 
la Division, todo el Ejbrcito miraen 
el como un ejemplo de valor, disci- 
plina y de gran entusiasmo lucha- 
dor. Nosotros debemos poner en 
accion cada musculo, cada onza de 
energia, toda nuestra inteligencia y 
habilidad por el golpe que daremos. 




Cartel por Antonio Pujol 



United all, we will mercilessly 
shatter the forces opposing us! 



Printed In Spain - Imp. Elzevirian*, E. C. - Torres A mat, 9 - ttarcelora 



Unidos todos derrotaremos las 
fuerzas que se nos oponen 
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Ojo! 

Para aplastar al enemi- 
go ( delante de nosotros 
tenemos nuestras armas. 
nuestro valor y espiritu 
antifascista. Para aplas- 
tar al enemigo en nues- 
tras filas , agentes de la 
5. fl columna, hacen falta 

(& & £• qM* ojos abicrtos. 

tncJnanJto qua neJCaMtjjU pcxa a&uuvzaX, can vuastxa 

vaiox y vuo&tha paKutia, fic t a \ i a & dacisiv/U en ia CONFIAD EN 

iucU pa*, i* UUdad dA £*><**- Cr NECmN „ LA VICTORIA 

del Cons* jo de M in is /r os 



“LEADERSHIP” 

la th? old days, when Hie armies fought 
in close formation. Senior Officers could 
lead personally large bodies of men. but now, 
with opon formations, the importance of the 
junior leader lias very greatly increased and 
th ; result of the battle, will largely - de- 
pend on. his ability and leadership. 

Before appointment as Cabo, a man 
must show that he is a good soldier, above 
th; average in smartness, efficiency, intelli- 
gence. skill at arms and field work. On ap- 
pointment, he must learn to command 
others and lead them in battle. 

A leader must, first of all, have the con- 
fidence of his men and to gain this, he 
must have confidence in himself. Confi- 
dence depends firstly on KNOWLEDGE ; 
the Section header must V know his job *. 

He will prove his knowledge to his men. 
by his ability to train them quietly and 
efficiently. He will gain their respect, by his determination. He must be 
able to make up his mind and having done so, <■ stick to his decision# and 
see the thing through. He should keep calm himself. To show doubt and 
indecision, is a sure way of shaking the confidence of his men. A stout- 
hearted nun will always go on trying and by doing so, will instill his own 
fighting spirit into bis followers. 

LOYALTY is another essential to leadership. Unless a leader is himself 
loyal to his superiors, he cannot, himself, expect loyal support from Ills 
subordinates. He must show confidence in his men, for the more men are 
trusted, th; mare they can be relied upon. He will increase thier confidence 
in themselves, by assisting them, in every way possible, to become efficient 
soldiers. By his personal example, a leader can always steady his ' men in 
a crisis. 

rurally, he must lnve discipline: he must command the men under him, 
firmly, but with common sense and fairness. He must give his orders clear- 
ly and firmlv, and having given an order, must insist on it*s being carried 
out implicitly. 

The difficulties facing an N. C. O. are greatest during battle. He is 
called upon to issue orders to others, with whom, until recently, be enen 
terms of equality. His task will not be easy, but each time one of 
his orders has been carried out properly, it will become less difficult. 
When the men realise that his orders are final, he will [have no 
difficulty in obtaining their obedience. He should remember that, he will 
gxiirtheir respect, by his fairness and firmess and though he must rely pri- 
marily on himself when he givos an order, he does so as a representative of 
his Commanding Officer. 

Capt. George Fletcher 
57th. Battalion (English). 



T AREA de los Comisarios es acrecentar el 
entusiasmo, robustecer la moial combativa 
multiplicar el heroismo, premisas de nues- 
tra segura victoria. En medio tan propicio, 
el trabajo de agitacibn y propaganda, tiene 
necesariamente que ofrecernos en breve 
plazo frutos magnificos. 

Cuando en las unidades decrece el 
entusiasmo y la moral flaquea, hay que 
buscar la. causa originaria en el deficiente 
trabajo de los comisarios, los cuales no 
habran sabido estar a la altura del honro- 
so puesto que, en nuestra lucha, el Go- 
bierno de la Republica y el pueblo espanol 
les tiene asignado. 





EVES AND EARS ATTENTIVE ! 

To defeat the memy before us, we 
have in our hands the weapons necessa- 
ry, our strength and our antifascist spi- 
rit. In order to crush the enemy among 
us, the 5th Column, we must keep our 
eyes and ears attentive at all times! 




Los soldados de la 
libertad tienen un 
solo deseo : 



ATACAR 
Y VENCER! 



A good rifleman is not one who 
fires constantly, but one who fires 
accurately. 



Our resistance has prepared us for the counter-attack 






CONFIAD EN LA VICTORIA ! 
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CROSSING OF EBRO BRILLIANT FEAT 



The successful crossing of the Ebro by our People's 
Army along a number of points starting from the mouth of 
the Ebro at Amposta (South of Tortosa) to Mequinenza in Ara= 
gon has filled the professional militarists of Europe and Amers 
ica with stupefaction. This feat was accomplished in spite of 
the numerous and strongly entrenched fascist forces facing 
us and the disadvantage of having hundreds of fascist boms 
bers impeding our activities. 

Once again the Spanish people by their determination 
to prevent the fascists' desire to rule Spain, have created 
another of those « miracles” of the war by risking the swift 
tide of the Ebro and shattering the calculations of the world 
militarists who doubted the possibility of this maneuver. 

This offensive reveals the audacity and tranquillity of 




jLA CAUSA DE LA 



our command, the solidity and discipline of the troops, and 
the firmness of a Government of National Union which can 
only see victory for the cause of Spanish democracy. 

We have crossed the Ebro at its widest and deepest 
points, defying their ariel and artillery bombardments and 
we did it rapidly, orderly, and without confusion. As soon as 
the river was crossed we reunited and continued the advance. 

However, this is only the first stage of greater battles 
just ahead. The enemy is not yet defeated. He was stunned and 
set back for the moment. But as he recuperates, fierce coun= 
tersattacks will in all certainty begin. It is then when all 
our efforts will be demanded. It is one thing to attack and 
another to know how to resist and to hold what has already 
been gained. We shall expect these counterattacks, but we shall 
know how to meet them. We shall use our experiences of 
Brunete, Teruel and Aragon with defiance of the enemy, 
order, unity of fire and action-, and coolness of mind. 

Every position which is occupied whether for the mo= 
ment or not, must be fortified! It will protect you and your 
comrades from enemy bullets, from artillery and avion 
bombardment. DIGelN AT ALL TIMES. 

ATTACK, FORTIFY, RESIST! That is the order of the 
day. Already the fascist invaders have been forced to relea 
ase their pressure on the brave people of Levante. The antis 
fascist people of Spain and of all nations are watching and 
cheering you on to victory. Every antifascist heart here and 
in the world over is beating with you. 

Catalonia wants to be free of fascism. It wants to drive 
away the invaders from her borders, from Aragon and from 
the whole of Spain. 

Defeating the beasts of fascism on the battle=fields of 
Spain means defeating the common enemy of all civilization. 

Every soldier firm in the attack! 

Every officer clear and sharp in his commands! 

Every commissar ready to raise the morale and fighting 
ability of his men! 

Courage, endurance, and supreme antifascism is needed 
during every minute in our encounters with the enemy; 
LONG LIVE THE SPANISH REPUBLIC! 

LONG LIVE THE PEOPLE'S ARMY! 

LONG LIVE THE 15th INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE 
LONG LIVE THE VICTORY OF WORLD ANTIFASCISM! 



RAZON VENCERA! 
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The enemy, as he has done 
throughout the entire war, is attac= 
king from the air, but even here 
he has failed. For the Republican 
troops are now seasoned warriors 
and air attacks, no matter how 
intense they may be, no longer 
have the effect of demoralization 
which they once had. 

AGAINST AVJONS, DIG 
YOURSELVES WELL INTO THE 
GROUND: FIRE AGAINST 
THEM ONLY BY ORGANIZED 
GROUPS. NEVER RUN. AVOID 
ALL UNNECESSARY MOVEs 
MENT. 




EL CRUCE DEL EBRO 

MAGNfFICA VICTORIA DE NUESTRO EjfiRCITO 



HI cruce del Ebro Ilevado a cabo por nujstro Ejercitu Popular 
a io largo de varios puutos, empezando desde la embocadura del Fbro 
(Sur de Tortosa) hasta Mequiiitnza, en Aragon, estuvo lleno de 
sorpresas para el militarisnio profesional de Europa y America. 
Esta ha/ana fue realizada a pesar de las fuerzas nuinerosas dc (o* 
fascistas que. bien atrincherados, nos oponian una fuerte resistencia 
con el bombardeo de centenares de aviones que mipedia en cierto modo 
nuestra actividad. 

Otra vez ha hecho posible el pueblo espanol, puesto en condi 
ciones por la voluntad inquebrantable de no dejar nunca que los fas- 
cistas in\asores se apropien dc nuestra Espana, uno de los Ha mad os 
«mitagros» de la guerra al arriesgarse a cruzai el rio precisainente 
cuando istaha este eon la plenitud de sus aguas protundas y tcrribles. 
Al ihismo liempn han dado al traste una vez mas con los cnlculos de 
los niililares expertos del inundo entero, que dudaban de la posibilidad 
dc poder cru/ar el rio y llevar a cabo esta maniobra grandiosi. 

Esta ofensiva ha demostrado la audacia y la serenidnd de nues* 
tros niandos y soldados ; demuestra la disciplina firrne y solida de la 
tropa v la fortaleza del Gohierno de la Union Nacional que tiene como 
ohjetivo supremo la victoria de la causa de la democracia espahola. 

Hemos cruzado el Ebro por los puntos mas profundos y mas 
anchos. desafiando a las fuer/as enemigas del aire y de la artilleria. 
l.e Memos atravesado con rapide/, con una disciplina admirable y sin 
ninguna confusion. Ian pronto como nos encontramos en las otras 
orillas, nos hemos reunido \ de esta manera hemos proseguido el 
a v ante. 

Pero esto es solo la primera etapa de las batallas que nos esperan. 
LI cnemigo no esta aun aplastado, ni mucho menos. Fue aturdido por 
un momento y se desorgani/6 por la sorpresa. Pent al reponerse, con 
traat.icara. Ls cot once s cuando necesitaremos tndas nuestras fuerzas 
hasta cl maximo. 

I na cosa es atacar y otra, saber resistir y dominar el arte de man 
tener las posiciones conquistadas. 



Nos pondremos en condiciones dc poder contener estos contra* 
ataques y como enfrentarlos. Emplearemos nuestras experiencias de 
Brunete, Teruel y Aragon para aniquilar por completo al enemigo, 
por medio de nuestro desafio hacia el, con orden, unidos en el fuego, 
en accidn y con el espiritu sereno. 

Cada posicion que logremos ocupar, es igual si es para mas tiem* 
po o solo uiomcntaneamente, debe ser fortiticada, porque te proteje 
contra las balas del adversario, del bombardeo, de la artilleria ene 
miga y de sus aviones. \ Fortilicar sin descanso ! 

jAtacad! ; Fortificad ! j Resistid ! 

Este es el orden del dia de hoy. Ya fueron obligados los fascistas 
a desistir de sus presuras sobre la heroica tierra levantina. El Pueblo 
antifascista de Espana y de todas las naciones del mundo tienen los 
ojos puestos en vosotros y os alientan para lograr la victoria. Cada 
corazon antifascista palpita con el vuestro. 

Cataluha quiere ser libre. \ No quiere al fascismo ! Quiere des= 
alojar de sus fronteras a los invasores fascistas, como quiere echar a 
los traidores del Aragon y de la Espaha entera. 

Aplastando al bestial fascismo en los campos de batalla de Espa* 
ha, significa una derrota para el enemigo comun de todos los pueblos 
del mundo: el fascismo. 

I Cada soldado firme en el ataque ! 

I Cada oficial debe dar ordenes Claras ! 

I Cada comisario dispuesto a elevar la moral y la capacidad de 
lucha de sus hombres! 

jCoraje, decision, antifascismo supremo se necesita en todas las 
arremetidas contra el enemigo! 

iVIVA LA REPtBLICA ESPAflOLA! 

i VIVA EL EJfiRCITO POPULAR \ 

jVIVA LA 15 B RIGA DA INTERNACIONAL ! 

iVIVA LA VICTORIA DEL ANTIFASCISMO MUNDIAL ! 
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LOS EXITOS DE ESTOS DIAS SON UNA 

PROMESA Y UNA GARANTIA 

DE VICTORIA 

por LUIGI GALLO, Comisario-Inspector de las Brigadas Internationales 



Three months ago when the fascists thought thty had annihilated the 
Republicans, it was said, « To Resist is to Conquer a. 

Ever since then resistance has been strong in Catalonia and along the 
Ebro. Resistance and counter-attack has been carried on during the epic battles 
of Levaute. 

Meanwhile Italian fascism has redoubled its forces. A few days ago n di- 
vision of Black Shirts disembarked at Vinaroz. New and formidable war mate- 
rial has been used on the Teruel Sagunto road. Our soldiers have always valieutly 
faced the attacks of the foreign invaders, defending fcot by foot the sacred 
soil of their country. 

They received the slogan to resist ; they resisted. They knew that their 
resistance was preparing the coming counter-attacks. That counter-attack 
has arrived with surprise to the eneirly, driving along a 150 kilometer front — 
from Mtquinenza to the Sea. 

In a single night complete units of Republican solditrs crossed the Ebro. 
They have swept the first enemy resistance ahead of them, and with irresistible 
vigor penetrated 15 and 20 kilometers into the enemy lines. 

The whole enemy front was disorganized, and in short order, 5,000 pri- 
soners were captured along with an abundant supply of war material. These 
are the achievements of the first few days of combat. 

Our columns advance along the roads from Mtquinenza to Madia, from 
Villalba to Gandesa, from Pinel to Cherta. 

The enemy completely disorientated could not do more than send ist 
aviators to brutally drop tons of bombs on the towns and civilian population 
of our rearguard. Their offensive in Levante has been forced to drop sud- 
denly. Information has come to 11s that they are transferring troops and 
sending reinforcements to the front broktn by our attacks. 

The popular masses subjected under the yoke of fascism has stirred with 
hope for the Republic. Even Gtneral Franco was forced to recognize this. He 
indicated in a recent communique ; « the Republican forces have been able 
to infiltrate around Asco, thanks to the* complicity cf a part of the « red » popu- 
lation of those towns ». 

The advance continues. Greater victories will be written 011 the pages of 
history because our troops are animated by an excellent morale and are de- 
termined to carry- the attacks till victory is won. 

Those who are fighting now are tile former combatants of Madrid, and 
Belcaite united with the new recruits, the new divisions constituted and reor- 
ganized after the fascist offensive of Aragon. 

The crossing of the river Ebro was realized with hardly efficient means. 
Boats with leaks transported the first brave troops. Small rowboats assured 
the passage of thousands of men, more solid bridges allowed the transport 
of heavy guns and tanks. 

However, during the first hours our troops faced the enemy only with 
their rifles and their courage. Many of 
them went into the attack with bare feet. 

When a people is united and ani- 
mated by an inextinguishable faith in 
victory, ' rothing can stop them. That 
is what history lias proven over and 
over again. Spain is an additional ex- 
ample. 

The whole world is 011 the side of 
the Spanish Republic in this struggle. 

The Great Conference for Peace recently 
held in Paris solemnly affirms this. 

The forces of the soldiers of the 
people of Spain united with the forces 
of all, will drive out the foreign invaders 
and establish reason and justice ag linst 
the insolent fascists. The successes of 
these days of battles arc promises and 
guarantees of ultimate victory. 



Resistir es Veneer — se dijo hacc tres nnscs, eu.indo los faseistas erdan 
haber aniquilado a los republicauos. 

Durante este tiempo se ha rcsistido fiinum*. ntc eti Cataluna y cu el Ebro. 
Se ha resist i do y contraatacndo cn csos cmibates epues rkl Levante. 

Mientras tanto, el fasci.su 10 italiauo ha rcdoblado sus esfikizes. Hacc al- 
gunos dfas una Divisi6u de Camisas m gras ha sido de se nibnreaeia tn Vinaroz.; 
material nuevo y formidable ha sido milizaelo en les ccuibates de la eamtera 
dc Teruel a Sagunto. Nikstros solelade s lian lucho fn nte sinnpre con valuitfa 
a los ataques de la invasidn e xtrnnje ra. bail deTendielo palmo a palmo el terrcno 
sagrado de la Patria. 

Habian recibido la consigna de resistir ; ban resistieio, Sabian que la rc- 
sistencia preparaba el proximo contraataque. y el contraataque ha lkgado de 
improviso para el eiumigo, aplastante, ui un (rente de 150 km., de Me.qniiknza 
al mar. 

En una sola noche, uiiidades completas de soldadcs de la Rtpublica lian 
pasado el Ebro, profimdo y temible ; han barrido las primers resist! lu ias ; 
hail pe-netraelo con un brio irresistible ele 15 a 20 kins, en las line as tmmigas. 

Toelo el frente ha sido trastornado. 5, coo nrisienc ics y abumlantt mateiial, 
este es el balance de los prinieros dfas de lucha. 

Nuestras e'olumnas marchan sobre las cam tei as : ele Me quire rza a Maella, 
de Villalba a (Gandesa, de Pinel a Clurta. 

El enemigo, ccmplctamente elesorientadc, 110 lia peddde mas que opener 
la reaccion brutal de sus aviadores que han lanzado toneladas de explosives 
en los pueblos y en las poblacioues civiles de nuestra rttaguardia. Su oftnsiva 
en el Levante lia temido que ser pa rad a en seco. Nuestras iufoimaciones sena- 
lan que en camioues y por toelos los nicdios disponibks son r^pidamente diri- 
gidos refutrzos al frtnte quebraelo por nuestro ataqne. 

Las masas populares sometidas a I yugo fascista, vuelveii a temar confianza. 
Hasta el General Franco, tiene que meiieionarlo, indioando en su ccmnnicado : 
« que las fuerzas Republicanas hail conseguielo iiifiltrnr.se eii Ics nlreekeicres 
de Ascd, gracias a la complicielad de una parte ele la poblacion * roja » de estos 
pueblos »>. 

El avance continua. Nuevas jornadas de victoria y de gloria se inscribirdn 
en la Historia ele nuestra liie'ha, porque nuestras tropas animaelas per una moral 
excelente estAn ekeielidns a lltvar a fondo su ataquo. 

Son los antiguos eombatientes ele Maelrid y ele Belcliite linidcs a Ics mie- 
vos rc.dutas que Uk'baii por la libertael de su pafs. Son las nuevas Divisioiies 
constituidas y re organ iza el as el e spue's ele la ofensiva fascista ele Arrgoii. 

Son, auii, uiuy inferiores en material v en armamento a sus adversaries: 
pero poseen lo que no posce ninguna Vnidad fascista : la oone-iencia de los fines 
de la lucha, la fe en In victoria. Es esta coiiciencia y esta fe las que hail liccho 
ca paces, gracias al trabajo ele los Jefes y dc los Comisarios, de asimilarse rapida- 
mente la teemica del combat e moderno, la capacidad de rtalizar sobeibu me nte 
una Ope raei6ii tan diffcil ccmo es la ele 1 paso ele un gran rfo. 

Lo han hecho easi sin medics. Barquitas, de las que muelias haefan agua, 
han transportado a los prinieros nudnees; pequenas pasurelas han asegurado 
el paso de ini Hares y mil la res de hombres, puentes mas solidcs han peimitido 
el abastecimiento y el transporte de aimas pesadas : e'a nones y tanques. 

Pero durante las prime ros boras nuestras tropas han tenido razon del ene- 
migo rtnicamente con sus fusilcs y su valor. Muclios de ellos lian subido al 
ataque dcscalzos. 

Pero cuando un pueblo estd unido y aniniado por uua fe iuque brantable, 
nada puede re sistfrsele. Es lo que eknmcstra toda la Historia. Es lo que con- 
firma otra vcz el e-jemplo espanol. Es lo que fue rccordaelo cu 111 1a ficse irbnica 

l>or Jos Voluntaries Franceses con motivo 
del 14 de julio : * Los sin-alpargatas cs- 
panoles saludau a los << sans culotte s 4 ele 
1789 >>. Quorum afirniar por csto que las 
eombatientes espanoks ele hoy quo luelian 
por la libertael y la independence dc los 
pueblos, sabriin ser dignos de sus preek- 
ce-sores ele 1789, ]>orcpie, como durante 
la Rfvoliieion b'rancesn, aqni, 110 sola- 
meiite se defienele* la libertael y la iiielt- 
pendeiicia <k* Kspann, siuo epic se lucha 
(Kira todos los pueblos. 

Toelos los ])ucl)Ics avudaii cii esta 
luclia. La (.ran Confere 11c i a por la Paz 
quo ha tenido lngar liace* algimos dins en 
Paris lo lia afirmaelo soleiune ukiite. 

Los esfmrze\s de- los solelados y elel 
pueblo (.spane ’1 unieles a Ics esfnerzos ele 
todos, ecbarnri a la invasion t xlranje ra y 
teiidr&n raze'm m el iiumdodc la in«o- 
lencia fascista. Los exiles dc estos elins 
son una promt sa y una garantia de 
victoria 
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— i MI arma esta en orden! 

— iY la tuya? 

El buen soldado no dls- 
para mds yue apnntando. 
Lo contrarlo conduce a un 
gastc lndtll de munlciones. 




(DURRLTTI) 







E 





m 



Cada pieza de la ame- 
tralladora tiene una fun- 
cion especial a cumplir. 

Cuida con esmero las 
piezas de la misma y con 
ella seras doblemente eft- 
caz. 




Y ESP A Si '! 

I Luchamos o no por su independencia? Si no fuera asi. . . 
ni un segundo mas de guerra , ni una gota mds de sangre. . . 
Pero cuando esid en juego el porvenir de nuestra lierra, se 
sucumbe o se vence . . . u venceremos. _ T 

■’ (Dr. Negrin) 



THE ACTIVIST TODAY 

The Activist is the propeller of his unit, he 
leads in heroism and in sacrifice. He encourages 
by example in fighting ability. He spares no energy 
nor not a moment in accomplishing his duty, 

He obeys blindly all orders from his supe- 
riors because he knows that during battle there 
is no time for discussion. 

He is the first to note and to fight against 
any tendencies of demoralization among his 
comrades. He spots and exposes the pessimists 
and provocateurs. He is the strongest in at- 
tack and the firmest in defense. 



EL ACTI VISTA ES EL PROPULSOR 

DE LA VICTORIA 

El activista es el propulsor de su unidad, el 
que sefiala el camino del heroismo y del sacrifi- 
cio, el que anima con su ejemplo y su capacidad 
en la lucha. No cesa ni un momento de cumplir 
con su deber y de demostrar su energia. 

Obedece ciegamente las drdenes del mar.- 
do, porque sabe que durante el combate no hay 
tiempo para discutir. 

Es el primero que nota y combate las ten- 
dencias desmoralizadoras entre sus camaradas.el 
que observa y desenmascara a los derrotistas y 
provocadores. 



iFGRTIFICAR EN SEGUIDA CADA POSIClDN CONQUISTADA! 



Printed In Sn&tn-lmp. Elzevirlana, E. C. -Torre* Anal, 9 , Bareeton* 





LA VOZ DEL EBRO: lATACAR! 
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EBRO OFFENSIVE FORCES FASCISTS 
TO RELEASE PRESSURE ON LEVANTE 



Can we not look with pride toward the People s Army 
which, three and a half months after the fascists have arri- 
ved to the shores of the Mediterranean, this Army fighting 
for democracy, is not only able to carry on victorious defen- 
sives, but is able to plan, prepare and brilliantly execute 
operations of such risk and importance like the crossing of 
the Ebro under the existing difficulties? 

History is full of accounts of armies forced to cross rivers 
in order to attack. Comparatively few of them have been 
successful. Even Napoleon met defeat when he tried to cross 
the Danube River; faced by the Austrian Army, led by 
Archduke Charles, he was dealt a severe trimming. What 



Napoleon was unable to do, the Spanish People’s Army has 
already achieved on a smaller scale. 

However, the attack against the enemy must be inces- 
santly continued. Many of the difficulties of the first days, 
due to the insufficient number of bridges spanning the Ebro, 
have been eliminated. There is now plenty of ammunition 
and arms for all our troops. Means of transport have been 
increased; the normal functioning of food supplies has been 
resumed, and the Sanidad Service is now properly organized. 
Even the press and other reading matter have been distri- 
buted by our energetic commissars. 

True, the enemy is utilizing an unprecedented amount 

of aviation, and his infantry has highly 
mechanized equipment. No matter how 
intense their bombardments may be they 
will not have the same affect on our 
now well-seasoned warriors that they 
once had. 

Regardless into what position you 
move; regardless of the length of time 
you remain in that position, even if it’s 
for a few minutes, dig well into the 
ground. It will protect you, not only 
from avions, but from many of the 
other dangers. 

The significance of the Ebro offensive 
can be judged by the results already ob- 
tained. The offensive was never intended 
to be a decisive one. It had as its main 
objective the halting of the terrific pres- 
sure that the Italian divisions of Blacks- 
hirts and foreign aviation was exerting 
on Levante to take Sagunto and subse- 
quently Valencia. 

The Ebro drive has made it possi- 
ble to attain more than what was 
originally intended. As soon as our 
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LA BATALLA QUE LLEVAMOS AL EBRO 



jCon qub orgullo podemos mirar hacia nuestro Ejbrcito 
Popular! 

Despubs de tres meses y medio que los fascistas llegaron 
a las orillas del Mediterrbneo, nuestro Ejbrcito que lucha 
por la independence de Espafia y las libertades del mundo 
trabajador, se demuestra capaz, no solamente de resistir vic- 
toriosamente, si no tambibn de hacer planes, prepararlos y 
ejecutarlos brillantemente y llevar a cabo una operacibn de 
tal riesgo e importance como el cruze del Ebro bajo las di- 
ficultades que existian. 

La historia miller estb llena de narraciones de Ejbrcitos 
forzados de cruzar rios para atacar, en realidad pocos fueron 

con buen bxito. 

Napolebn mismo encontro 
una derrota contra los austria- 
cos eatonces man dad os por el 
archiduque Carlos, cuando in- 
tento cruzar el rio Danube. 

Lo que Napolebn no pudo 
hacer, lo hemos hecho nosotros 
con menor escala. 

Pues el ataque contra el 
enemigo debe continuar sin ce- 
sar. Muchas de las dificultades 
de los primeros dias estbn ahora 
eliminadas, tenemos bastantes 
puentes, armas y municiones 

:.mar 8 da W M-H- f J=° mi “ rio pafa ^35 nUe straS trOpaS, lOS 




medios de transporte han aumentado, el rancho se recibe 
regularmente, el servicio sanitario estb bien organizado, la 
prensa ha sido repartida por nuestros enbrgicos comisarios. 

Es verdad que el enemigo utiliza su aviacibn cuyo numero 
es sin precedente, tambibn es cierto que su infanteria tiene 
materia] mecanizado, no obstante los bombardeos de la avia- 
ci6n al servicio de la invasibn ya no tienen el efecto que te- 
nia sobre nuestros valient soldados. 

Toda posicibn conquistada, aunque no tengas que estar 
en ella nada mbs que unos minutos, debe ser inmediatamente 
fortificada; cava la tierra, te protegerbs contra los aviones y 
dembs peligros. 



jFUERA LOS INVASORES DE ESPANA! 

jVIVA LA ESPANA LIBRE 
E IN DEPEN DIENTE! 

jVIVA LA XV BRIG A DA 
INTERNA C ION AL! 

jVIVA EL EJfiRCITO RE- 
PUBLICANO! 



jVIVA EL HEROICO PUE- 
BLO ESPANOL! 



Camarad* Merino, Mayor Jcfe dc nuestra 
Dlvlsi6o 




soldiers crossed the Ebro, captured thousands of prisoners 
and disorganized the whole of Franco’s Ebro front, the Le- 
vante push by the fascists was compelled to cease, for they 
to had shift part of their Levante «volunteers» to strengthne 
their broken line. This gave precious time to our brave Le- 
vante comrades to fortify and plant themselves well into the 
ground and make of Levante a second Madrid. It has also 
given General Miaja the opportunity to counter-attack along 
certain points of the Levante front, defeating the enemy 
right along and recapturing towns and important positions. 

The Ebro offensive has, moreover, contributed to forcing 
the fascists in halting their offensive in the Extremaduran 
region and compel them to withdraw troops for use on their 
shattered line. 

Our offensive has done more than just to check the 
attacks of the Italian-German invaders against non-Catalan 
Spain. The Republican Army has demonstrated to the whole 
world that it has today reached a higher standard of effi- 
ciency and a greater power to attack than it has ever had, 
and that the people of Spain are carrying on — and will 
continue to do so — the battle against the fascist invaders 
until Spain is once again totally free and independent 




Cada servicio de nuestra Brigada debe 
funcionar con mayor eficacia. 



y 

Cada Activista debe ser el primero y el 
mejor EN TODO. 
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THE SO-CALLED WITHDRAWAL OF “VOLUNTEERS' 



By LUIGI GALLO 

Commissar- Inspector of the International Brigades 



fHEYftE STILL POSIN&/ 




hi on only to cuvvi up t lie sending 
i if new shiploads of troops and 
material, and to wrench from the 



For more than a year a lot of 
ink has been wasted on the pro- 
posal of withdrawal of •volun- 
teers*. 

Today the newspapers say that 
th L question has been solved and 
that the powers have come to an 
agreement to bring about the be- 
ginning of the withdrawal of 

■ volunteers*. 

Hu|t, oarefulj! U ip almost a 
year and a half that this kind 
of talk has been going on, but no 

■ volunteer* has been withdrawn. 

During the early days of «non- 
intervention* it was said ; «Yes 
the agreement will be made and 
in three months there will not 
be a single foreign combatant in 
Spain. Today the talk is, perhaps 
within six months, if the agree- 
ment is carried through, withdra- 
wal of foreign combatants can be- 
gin. 

It can be seen that the long and 
exerted studies have not helped 
in the solution of the questions. 
1 don't believe we will see for a 
long time to come the actual 
withdrawal of the legions of fas- 
cist invasion, regardless of the 
[•acts signed and counter-signed 
among the powers. 

Naturally, all of us are for the 
^ ithdrawal of foreign troops from 
Spain. In one of the 13 points of 
i Jio Republican Government's pro- 
gram it is clearly stated : «Libe- 
1 at ion from our territory of the 
("reign military forces which have 
invaded it*. 

In reply to the proposition bv 
the London Committee,^ our Mi- 
nister of State solemnly declared : 

■ That the Spanish Government 
'■•'as and is firmly convinced that 
putting an end to the foreign iu- 
u ' vent^on in Sj>a(hi wall mean 
llii end of the constant danger of 
a European conflagration, prcci- 
pi fated by the foreign aggTessors, 
ami it is moreover the only way 
t" lapidly effect the solution of 
hu- badly named Spanish conflict. 

1’his is the original interest of 
• nr cause. If Franco loses the bac- 
king of the hundreds of thousands 
•>f legionaries and all of the fo- 
reign war material, in a short 
1 nnc the troops of the People’s 
^imy, who whant neither the 



traitor generals m»r the foreigners, 
would crush the rebels. 

Bui precisely because they 
know this, that neither Franco, 
nor Hitler, nor Mussolini want 
(he withdrawal of their so-called 
^volunteers*. They talk of with* 
drawat merely to cover their 7 na- 
neuvres. 

For iS months this fable has 
continued. Every time that Fran- 
v" and Mussolini have shown 
themselves prepared to accept the 
withdrawal of «volnnteers», it has 



democratic powers hostile conces- 
sions of boycott toward Republi- 
can Spain. 

At first they declared themsel- 
ves prepared to accept the with- 
drawal of « volunteers* if control 
was established. Control was es- 
tablished against Republican 
Spain, hut the fascists not only 
ignored all withdrawal hut con- 
tinued its intervention. 



Now, again the fascists talk r 
tlie withdrawal of •volunteers* 
hut require that the Spanish R< 
publican frontier be hcrmeticall 
sealed. For a promise that err 
only be effected after six month" 
thev want* immediate concret 
measures taken against our Gi 
vernment. 

This is their accustomed nu 
tltod of blackmail against the dt 
mocratic powers, black maii tha 
ran only be broken if the popula 
masses of all .countries raise, the i 
strength against the dubious a< 
lions and capitulations of thei 
gi wern ments to the fascists. 

With this aim in view', all p< 
pular organ izat ions of all com 
tries are working. They denian 
that fascist intervention in Spai 
cease, and that the Legitimate R< 
public he allowed to buy th 
arms necessarv for its defense 

W'q must help in this struggl* 
continuing to fight shoulder t 
shoulder with the Spanish coinr: 
dos against the foreign invasioi 

It is clear that, wc, the tri 
volunteers. n”der the orders < 
the Spanish Government, will n< 
allow ourselves to be deceived b 
the demagogic inanctivres of fa 
cisni. We Want the withdrawal - 
fev.-limheors*, but this must 1 
trulv done and effected on boi 
sides. 

At the moment it is evidei 
that fascism has no intention 
withdrawing its troops of inv 
sion. Thev will not withdraw' u 
til w'c haw smashed them wil 
the force of our arms and hv tl 
active solidarity of all peoples. 

We place ourselves as alw.r 
at the disposition of the Gover 
incut, disciplined and under tl 
1 >r dvrs i >f r >uv n mi mu infers. A 1 
that which wc are commanded 
do, wc do sincerely. If wc c\ 
mine the international sitnalu 
and Spain, wc shall see that tl 
so-called withdrawal of voIunt.ee 
is far fmm being solved.. 

Our task for the moment is 
has always been : the strength 
ring of "our fighting capaeit 
that of resisting the attacks of l' 
fascists and the preparation to m 
vc into the rounter-offensiw 
thrust the final blow to fascim 



CAMOUFLAGE YOUR MACHINE-GUN NEST 



Several nights ago, an enemy unit attacked one of our machine-gun nests belonging to the Special Machine-gun Batt 
lion and succeeded in capturing the gun. With tiger fury the crew if the captured gun struck a, splendid counter bio 
and not only regained their loss, but seized from the enemy a small but strategic position. * 

SPECIAL ATTENTION must be paid to the emplacement of the machine=gun nest. The efficiei 
cooperation of machine gunners will add exceedingly to the effectiveness of fire from our battle 
formations. 

Every machine gun nest ought to be camouflaged in such a way that it can't be easily spotte 
by the enemy. 

Proper camouflage of the nest will not only add to our ability to attack and resist counter-attack 
but will, to a certain extent, provide excellent protection for the gun crew. 





THE VOLUNTEER EOR LIBERTY 



fictorious Crossing of Ebro Shows Power of Poople’s Army 



At a moment when the world least expected it, the Army 
the Republic has sent its message of confidence in victory, 
t i a.m. on Monday morning |uly 25, began the Ebro offensive 
hich has already resulted ir such great gains for the Repu= 
ic. Although the world was gnorant, Spain knew and Spain's 
Idiers were prepared. The wole of Sunday night, excitement 
as at breaking point among the troops in the trenches 
ong the whole length of the swift flowing Ebro from Mequi* 
mza to Amposta. Every man wished to be in the first batta= 
>n to cross the river, every man was afraid that his battalion 
ight be given the job of remaining in reserve. This was 
e day that the troops had been awaiting. The volunteers of 
e tragic days of the enemy offensive in Aragon, the veterans 
July 18th., the latest recruits, the young officers in com= 
and, men who had come from the people and had been 
mpered in battle, all alike eagerly await the moment to 
it into practice the fruits of their training, to strike a blow 
gainst the invaders. 

The night was quiet and the river flowed silently, while 
om this side, the soldiers strained their eyes to distinguish 
iat other side, where friends were waiting. The order is gU 
:n, and the silence is broken by the splash, splash of oars, as 
ith muffled rowlocks, Spanish sailors, men from Galicia and 
ie North, take across the first boats each containing 15 to 20 
illy equipped men. With what envy are they watched by tho* 
who have to wait for the pontoons! One battalion could not 
ait, and with rifles held high above their heads, and swim= 
ling with one arm, they crossed the Ebro, to join those who 
id already crossed in the boats. 

Thus the enemy's line of fortifications along the right 
ink of the Ebro, was broken at all the points set by the Hi= 
ler Command. Once the crossing had been effected, the figh=* 
ng began, but so great was the surprise that the resistance 
as quickly overcome by the landing parties, with almost no 
sses, Since 1 a.m. on Monday morning, the Republican 
oops have advanced deep into enemy territory, taking towns 
id villages, men and materials. But that first crossing was 
ie greatest piece of work that has been seen. The Republican 
tgineers, with the accomplishment of the crossing of the 



Ebro, have shown the high standard of technical capacity of 
the Republican Army, and the heroism of its soldiers. Every* 
thing sent off like clockswork, and this successful crossing de= 
termined the success of the whole project. 

As the hours went by on Monday, the number of towns and 
positions falling to our men mounts. Flix, Ribarroja, Asco, 
fall one after another. In Flix our men surround the garrison, 
and capture the whole battalion together with personnel, am* 
munitions, officers and commander. They go to swell the ever 
increasing number of prisoners who are taken back over the 
Ebro. 

The next began with the attack on Mora de Ebro, which 
fell in spite of its resistance. The civil population receives the 
men of the Army of the Ebro with joy. Even the enemy has 
had to admit our troops have achieved this «with the compli* 
city of the population of those towns”. The villages of Cobera, 
Benifallet, Finell and Miravet, marked the succeeding hours 
of the advance, by their fall. The battle continues and the pris 
soners continue to come in. 

The taking of Miravet will be remembered as one of the 
most interesting episodes of the Ebro battle. The town is do= 
minated and defended by machine guns pointing across the 
river. The garrison of the town, or all that was left of it, res 
treated to the castle in an attempt to hold off the advancing 
troops. Shortly after, and only 4 hours after the river had been 
crossed by the main body, the castle is surrounded by the special 
battalion of one of the most famous Divisions of the People's 
Army, while the other battalions press on. One of the men 
goes forward to parley with those in the fortress. It does not 
take him long to convince the occupants of the futility of any 
resistance, and another positions falls to the advancing troops, 
with prisoners officers and material. 

The taking of Pinell, which was also surrounded, brought 
a magnificent haul. A train crammed to the doors 'with troops 
and reinforcements of material of all descriptions, had been 
sent in answer to the desperate appeals of the enemy corns 
mand in this sector. Immediately the train came across the 
bridge outside Pinell, it came under fire, and was surrounded 
by one of the batallions advancing in this sector. The enemy 
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Para intentar de romper nuestra mag- 
flca ofenslva el Estado Mayor Italo-Ale. 
in lanzara en sus pr6xlmos contraata- 
ies Indus los tanques que puede. 

l.os tanques pueden alcanzar una po- 
: 16 n, pero no pueden mantenerse en ella, 

Quldate en tu posiclon, y si no pue- 
s lograr el tanque cuando vlene, Ie iogras 
la vuelta. Tirad a la infanteri'a que slgue 
s tanques 

El tanque no es tan terrible como se 
ee, sobre todo, si se conoce el medio 
defensa contra 61 . Las armas contra los 
nques son; granadas de mano, liquldo 
flamable en botellas y balas antltanques. 

Las bombas de mano y botellas infla- 
ables, se tiraii contra los tanques cuando 
tan cerca y se pueden alcanzar. 

Los tanquistas obllgados de observar 
r un pequeno telescopio, s6lo pueden ver 

que esta en trente de ellos. Si te estas quieto sin ningun movimlento 110 te puede ver, y cuando se aproxime a ti Ie tiras tus granadas y botellas inflamables 
En campo abierto no corras iiunca porque el tanque te puede perseguir. Los buenos antltanqulstas pueden destruir la eficacla de tos tanques enemigos 
con eso asegurar el triunro de la causa de nuestra Republica 
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was unable to put up the slightest resistance, and the entire 
convoy, officers and men, arms and muntions, fell into the 
hands of our troops. 

Meanwhile, across the swift flowing Ebro, bridges are 
being thrown up by our engineers. Pontoons, heavy bridges, 
and then a cable-ferry with big flat-bottomed boats to carry 
heavy stuffs, As each causeway reaches the other side a cheer 
goes up from the waiting troops, and long columns of vehicles. 
The bridge is tested once, twice, three times, and then over 
we go. The guard and repairs section is posted at both ends of 
the life-line, and the engineers go on. 

The foreign High Command has mobilized troops from 
the other fronts at full speed. They have been forced to do this 
because they have discovered that masses of aviation which 
they are using against the valiant troops of the Army of the 
Ebro, are not sufficient to hold them up. Enemy counters 
attack may increase and even become a definite military ac- 
tion in which the invaders will attempt to recapture the terrain 
they have lost. 

The distance which separates the invading troops from 
their immediate objective, the TerueUSagunto road, is not 
very great. The traitor General Varela was given orders 
by the Halo-German General Staff to «be in Sagunto by July 
9th, at the latest». That was easier said than done, so since 
July 13th, the enemy hurled 14 divisions with some 160,000 
men, 500 pieces of artillery and hundreds of planes and bom- 
bers, against our lines The Army of the Levante resisted, the 
Army of the Ebro attacked, and according to information from 
the Commander of one of the Army Corps on the Levante 
front, in 6 days the enemy lost 9 to 10,000 killed, which means 
<1 f >tal of about 30,000 losses on a 52 kilometer front, 

Spain, the true Spain that wishes to be free, is showing 
to the world that our Spanish People's Army is composed of 
men and not eunuchs, of Spaniards and not of Moors, Germans 
•ind Italians. In the words of the French Socialist leader, who 
is with us once again : «It is now being demonstrated that the 
Republic can not only resist, but attack and conquer. Today 
more than ever before, the victory of the Spanish Republic 
constitutes the essential condition for the safeguard of demo- 
cracy the world over. The democratic peoples of the world 
have a great task before them. They have to save Spain”. 



' ■ \ ■ 
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GRUPO DE A NT I AVI ON 1ST AS 



El enemigo sigue atacando con aviones, 
pero en eso tambien fracasa, porque nues- 
tro Ej6rcito RepubUcano que lucha contra 
los invasores extra njeros, por la indepen- 
dence de Espana, esta compuesto por sol- 
dados de experiencia frente al enemigo y 
los ataques de aviones. por muy intensos 
que sean, no lograra desmoralizar nues- 
tros soldados. 

Antiavionistas clavaos en la tierra, fuego 
certero por grupos, Jos demas evitad todo 



La historia de nuestra Patria esti cuajadade hechos asombrosos de movimiento- 

resistencia frente a la inrasldo. 81 es preclso, Espafla entera sera ~ . . . . r , 

una inmensa Numancia, en la que se estrellen los extranjeros que Lonfianza en nuestra victoria iinal 

pretenden esclavlzarla 



FROM RESISTANCE TO THE ATTACK 



Our present offensive marks a new 
mge in the putting into practice of 
Dr. Negrin’s slogan «Resist». This 
slogan has already ceased to be a 
jM"Mve one. From now on it is no 
longer a question of waiting for the 
many to attack, but also of counter- 
attacking and dealing the enemy a 
mere blow wherever possible. This is 
;u turn a step towards the later 
stage when the period of resistance 
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give place to that of attack, 



attack which will place final victory 
In the hands of the Spanish people. 
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Our Faith 

Tlie three-day fiesta during 
which our Brigade celebrated 
the second anniversary of our 
struggle for Spain’s national 
independence was far more 
than a fiesta. It was not only 
a matter of our battalions ma- 
king merry on the days of 
July 17, 18 and 19 — it was, 
and this is far more signifi- 
cant, a check-up on our work, 
our training, our progress du- 
ring the past months, our ca- 
pacity, and our readiness for 
action. 

In the reviews of our batta- 
lions, in the military contest 
held, we were able to check on 
our own qualities as soldiers—- 
to ascertain our advances and 
our limitations, to point at va- 
rious specific parts of our work 
and say : «This is good, this 
shows progress» and at others, 
saying : «Here, this demands 
greater application, harder 
work, a speedier pace®. 

That our progress was so 
apparent was a source of gra- 
tification to all of us, from our 
Commander down to every sol- 
dier in the ranks. We saw 
what we had proved to our- 



in Victory 

selves : that we had made 

good use of our time in rest 
and training. 

The celebrations were more 
than this, however. They we- 
re a whole-hearted reaffirma- 
tion oF our faith in victory, 
and they revealed our spirit 
of faith in our victory. In 
effect, they declared to us, 
ourselves, and to all who ob- 
served us during these three 
days, that for us there must 
be, can be 110 question of res- 
ting on laurels, on past achie- 
vements. There can be no real 
rest for us until the fascist 
invaders are driven forever 
from the soil of Spain. 

We were not, and we are 
not afraid to examine and 
point to our faults, nor to 
point out the difficulties which 
still lie ahead of us — so great 
is our faith that we can over- 
come all difficulties and forge 
ahead to final victory. 

Tli is — during all of our 
fu n-making was the un- 
derlying tone of our fiestas, 
and this was the lesson of our 
observance of Spain’s second 
anniversary of struggle. 





THE TRUE VOLUNTEERS 



Here we have representatives 
of the International Fighters of 
fascism. From the early days of 
the beginning of the rebellion in 
Spain, antifascists from the many 
comers of the world swarmed 
to the aid of the loyal Spanish 
people. They came to Spain to 
put their military ability and 
their experience of the antifascit 
struggle at the disposal of the 
Spanish people and its Govern- 
ment of the People's Front. 

Their aim from the start has 
been to help the Spanish peo- 
ple win the war. Everyone of 
them understands that the fate 



of all progressive mankind is 
as stake in Spain. 

The true volunteers are tak- 
ing part in this offensive, fight- 
ing as enthusiastically as they 
fought at Madrid, Brunete, Te- 
ruel and Aragon, to help drive 
out of antifascist Spain the di- 
visions of Black-Shirts and the 
corps of Hitler's technicians, 
so that Spain may be free of the 
domination of foreign rule. 

Victory for the Republic and 
National Independence of Spain 
will mean the beginning of 
the end of fascism the world 



FASCIST DUGOUT captured by our troops 



over. 
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WHAT ARE THE 
DUTIES OF A CABO? 

In all lighting units of the Ar- 
my, the work of the cabo or 
squad-leader is very important, but 
we can safely say that the work of 
the cabo in infantry units is much 
more difficult. Therefore it is es- 
sential that all squad-leaders should 
have a thorough knowledge of all 
military formations and tactics. 

MUSKETRY 

The cabo should have a good 
work ing knowledge of all arms 
used in his section, and he should 
also have a thorough knowledge of 
the theory of rifle and machine- 
gun fire and its pratical applicat- 
ions. 

POSITIONS AND FORMATIONS 

In order to be able to lead his 
men in battle, the cabo must have a 
thorough knowledge of different 
formations and positions, and he 
must, in order to protect his squad, 
know the best means of taking co- 
ver, etc. 

FIRE CONTROL 

The cabo controls the fire of his 
squad and in order to be able to 
judge distance correctly. 

SCOUTING AND PATROLS 

In order to be able to lead scout- 
ing patrols a working knowledge 
of Topography is necessary. The 
men well expect their cabo to act 
as guide and be able to keep the 
right direction when on missions 
such as these at night, etc. 

LEADERSHIP 

When the cabo has made himself 
an efficient leader and gained the 
confidence of his men, he will then 
be able to control his men properly 
and punish them if necessary. But 
first of all he must be able to prove 
that he is capable of leading them. 
He can only do this by taking all 
chances open to him in learning to 
become a master of military techni- 
que. 

JAMES STRANEY 



[ Un pequeno grupo de soldados bien empla- { 

| zados y dirigldos pueden rechazar a uni- ( 

| dades enteras de enemigos | 
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Este Ejdrcito que, con su 
tesdn, con su cspiritu de so- 
crificio, con su terrible apren- 
dizaje, estt formando y ha for- 
mado el escudo necesario para 
que enireianto la verdad y la 
justicia se abran paso en el 
inundo, forja con sus pufios y 
calienta con su sangre el ar~ 
quetipo de ana nacidn libre. 
Su causa, por cspaftola que 
sea, tiene una repercusidn en 
todo el inundo. 

AZANA 

Presidents de In Repdbllca 
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CflBOS Y SflRGEHTDS, vuestro pequeno 
grupo puede jugar un gran 

papel en la lucha 1 
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EL APOYO PRINCIPAL 
ES EL CABO 

Es deber del cabo observar la 
mas estricta disciplina, ya que tie- 
ne a sus ordenes una escuadra 
compuesta por cinco hombres y el 
seis. Digo disciplina porque esta 
es la mas bella cuaJidad que ador- 
na al soldado y fa prenda moral 
que mas lo realza. 

Primero, el cabo debe infiltrar 
er\ el animo de sus soldados la 
obediencia a sus superiores, de- 
niostrandolo llevando esto a la 
practica; hacerles conocer la im- 
portancia de los scrvicios con es- 
pecialidad en los frentes de gue- 
rra e intruirles de cuanto sepa para 
el mejor desenvolvimiento en el 
manejo de las armas y formas en 
que se han de colocar en los mo* 
vimientos que se ejecyten, demos- 
trando siempre el coraje y decision 
que el mbmento requiera. 

Debera el cabo distinguirse 
siempre en su aspecto y buena ar- 
monia con su escuadra : Vigilancia 
porque sus soldados tengan en 
perfectas condiciones sus armas, 
conservandolas bien limpias. Dara 
parte por escrito de cualquier in- 
fraccion de ordenes que deba cum- 
plir y hacer cuniplir, exponiendo 
cuanto haya ocurrido. En los ser- 
vices de guardia, ya que estos son 
tan delicados, debera observar la 
mayor vigilancia en los puestos de 
centinelas con especialidad, entre 
la retreta y la diana o la bora pres- 
crita por el jefe de puesto u Ofi- 
cial de Guardia. no debiendo du- 
rante este servicio recibir ordenes 
nada mas t;ue del Jefe del Puesto, 
Oficial y Sargentos de la Guardia. 
A1 reealizar todos estos servicios 
debera rendir informe de todo 
cuanto haya ocurrido. ; Salud y 
Eibertad ! 

FRANCISCO ROJAS 









Comisario politico, el primero en avanzar 



Cuando en los primeros dias 
da febrero del aho 1*937 en el 
frente del Jarama cay6 el comi- 
sario politico Belmonte, tocado por 
una bala fascista, sus ultimas pa- 
labras fueron : wFui el primero 
en avanzar y el ultimo en retro - 
ceder ; cumpli , pues , con mi de- 
ber de comisario .» 

Estas palabras son la consigna 
para todos los comisarios. 

Ya en las primeras Milicias 
Antifascistas el comisario y eH 
delegado politico eran los incan- 
sables propagandistas y organ iza- 
dores de la disciplina, del mando 
unico y de la proteccidn de los 
soldados. Su constante preocupa- 
ci6u de satisfacer las necesidades 
morales y inateriales de los solda- 



dos, su conducta ejemplar en su 
vida particular y en la luclia, les 
han valido el carino y la estima- 
cion de todos los combatientes. 

Tambi£n hoy el comisario y de- 
legado politico tienen que cumplir 
grandes tareas. 

En primer lugar, el comisario 
es el mas estrecho colaborador y 
el ayudante del mando militar. 
Conoce todas las drdenes que re- 
cibe y da el mando militar de su 
unjdad y responde del cuinpli- 
miento de las mismas. 

El comisario vigila que todas 
las ordenes del mando sean in- 
mediata y exaetamente cumplidas. 
En la lucha, el comisario y dele- 
gado politico estAn siempre alii 
donde existe el pelrgro que las 



ordenes no sean cumplidas o no 
sean cumplidas con la rapidez ne- 
cesaria, alii donde existe la nece- 
sidad de su intfervencidn o ejem- 
plo personal. 

Pero esto no es todo. 

En el frente tenemos ante 110s- 
otros un adversario potente y 
magnificamente arm ado. Mussoli- 
ni y Hitler proveen a sus ejer- 
eitos en Espaha con un rico ma- 
terial b£lico. No cabe duda que 
nnestra ofensiva encontrarA una 
tenaz rfesistencia y para romperla 
seran itecesarios todo nuestro en- 
tusiasmo y tod a nuestra obsti na- 
cidn. 

El comisario y delegado politico 
son los portadorcs de este entu- 
siasmo y de esta obstinaddn. Con 
su argumentacidn y su ejemplo 



personal animaran la lucha y el 
ataque contra el enemigo. 

De la misma manera que du- 
rante la ofensiva fascista los eo- 
inisarios fueron los mAs activos 
organizadores y el alma de la re- 
sistencia ; de la misma manera 
que durante la estancia en reserva 
los comisarios incansableinente 
trabajaron para que los soldados 
apremlieran la oencia y el raa* 
nejo dse las armas y se preocupa- 
ron del descariso de los soldados, 
asi tambddu en 11a ofensiva de 
hoy de las fuerzas republieanas, 
los comisarios serAn los mejorcs 
ayudantes del mando militar, *1 
cual guiarA nuestro 1'jdrcito a las 
grandes luchas y victorias sobre 
los enemigos do la. I.ibertad e In- 
dependencia de Espaha. 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 



BRIGADE VET PLEDGES 
WORK FOR SPAIN 

Dear Ed : l have al least two 
wore days bcfo're wc yet to New 
York City. After the time I spent 
in Ear is, trying to help build some 
kind of organization to help our 
wounded men who pass through 
here . it is not without vuiny grove 
apprehensions that l await .\ew 
J \)rk. Strange us it may seem , 
work here seems to' be much har- 
der than anything in- Espana ever 
was. There we had clarify and un- 
:te.rst a tiding in i<m :ctok, iimf that 
fine healthy feeling that comes 

0 •hit fighting for :ehat yon think 
is correct in the battalion or 
> gainst the enentigo. 

Many of the people I've mcl ha- 
ven't am a 7 'ague idea of Ihe fine 

1 \ perien c t’ (iiii/ the. Lincoln l>at : 
tid inn lived- through and is tiling 
through . and I'm going to do all 

: an to fill these gaps. ll r ell, after 
la' in g out a month I have a feeling 
iu’iO that the honeymoon is over 
— and I would feel a lot better if 
this b(>at were landing in tiaree- 
■f. 1( j instead of A\ t . 'There'll 
i, plenty of woiU cut out lor us 
n.-u , wising up the folks at home 
i i • a u t things in Espana, st citing 
them what’s what and ndial's nee- 
ded, yetting them to wrih even if 
they never wrote a letter before , 
fiilting them to do the things, 
without let-up , that they should 
have barn doing all this time. 

Salad, 

FEED)’ KELLER 
•Jit Hoard S. S. Washington. 

MOTHER TELLS SON 
OF GROWTH OF C. P. 

Deai Dave: — .Recently we re- 
ceived from you the book <</' the 
\ 1' iirigade, dated May q vd , and 
a few words from you tor it ten on 
a iard dated May 8th. The book 
arrived a weak ahead of the card. 

V he tenth national cam eiilioii of 
the ( . R. is oVtr. I suppose that 
L<>... wrote to y- e about it. She 
< an give Yt/ii a first hand repo. 

Ih- tlw package I ant yon about 
' </ . i ■ ' t h s ii t,' i ' t ‘ i n h ’St i / li 1 1 * . i ■ 

tier's report. .Sole there are sect- 
ion > ouferenees being held eve- 
rywhere to f-nt the i'om ( mvn de- 
eisitms into life. 

ii'e old tuners ear ,'i.v nuu vel 
a ( the spLndiJ unity a; the Raw 
leadership and member. An p , at 'he 
growth of -ov party at its comfw- 
situ'u, etc. At Carden meetings or 
iitlh i muss meetings, at cenvent 
ions. <: <jnf( renec'i . affair — our 
comrades carry t>n iiwir gvork . 
standui.f ur with the best of them, 
certain of thcmscfvc working 
with surety and confidence. 



j 




The children of Ihe Republic know that the soldiers of the 
People’s Army are their best friends. Here we have the kids of 
Tivissa in their best Sunday clothes being treated by the 15th 
Brigade Engineers with fruit, chocolate and bread. 

The soldiers fighting today in the front line trenches against 
fascism are insuring all Spain's children a future in which they 
will be able to have an education and an abundance of the things 
they don’t have today ; milk, candies, toys and the necessities 
that make for a happy and healthy childhood. 



Los Enlaces 

A veces vereis en el frente, so- 
litario por la montana, un soldado 
fusil al cuello, que desafiando las 
balas que por su lado silban, se 
agazapa tras de una roca, espera 
un segundo y vuelve a correr.. No 
hay duda, es un enlace. 

Muchas veces habreis leiut 
la prensa los hechos heroicos 
ban llevado a cabo los enlaces. Un 
Batallon, una Compania, se han 
perdido o han sido cercados por el 
eneinigo y cuando se encuentrari 
en un momento de vacilacion, 
cuando todo parece ya perdido, 
surge el enlace que lleva para ellos 
el parte qu? tiene que quitarles de 
aquella situacion. El, si estan cer- 
cados, les da el punto por donde 
deben romper el cerco, y s’ estan 
perdidos, los dirige para que pue- 
dan reunirse con la deraas fuerza. 

El enlace, cjn su ropidt? pucrV, 
si no es lo suficiente rapido y de- 
cidido, ocasjonamos una derrota, 
o, por el contrario, puede hacer 
que tengamos una victoria. 

Han cafdo muchos enlaces y t.ac- 
ran, porque son los tgnorados, pero 
los heroicos camaradas que dan a 
nuestro Ejercito una fuerza como 
es la de la movilidad. 

Enlaces, al igual que aquellos 
que cayeron en la lucha por la li- 
bertad de Espana, que cayeron sa- 
biendo morir por la independencia 
de nuestra madre Espana, tenemos 
que prometernos, pues nos lo pide 
la patria, que sabreinos en todo 
momento ser dignos del nombre 
que Uevamos, no solo del de “en- 
lace”, sino lambien del de espafiol. 

,'Vivan los enlaces! 

;Viva el Ejercilo Popular! 

/ Diva la Re public a !~ 

GRUPO DE ENLACES 



Last Sunday a testimonial ban- 
quet teas given by the Rarty to ho- 
nor Refer Cucthione mi his five 
years in the party. One u'f the best 
halls in Elat bush teas taken for 
that (iceasiou. . . Everything — the 
hoi!., the outsit . the floor show, the 
meal , I lr< rov J , the enth usiasm fo> 
the party— wits excellent, for Rete 
was himself ex< client. > i \v . the 
party grows fast, and Hrowder is 
hecomiiKf the outstanding leader, 
lovetl b y all. 1 1 is speech at the open -, 
nig ( >f the comrutio'n and the re- 
port at the cigivt ntii'n are masler- 
pitccs. It is /.> />,-■ one of tin 

little screws op that great machine 
< s'ded the ( . R. t personally have 
no; lung to ii-,-e for besides the 
party and lo see you back home 
when democracy has triumphed 
(cer fascism. 

1 1 '(/ raid i'd bo ys are ret nrning. I 
would love to take care of some 
who have no families. I might get 
in touch with the *l : riends» ainait 

it. I he house is big enough tv shel- 
ter a boy or two. f 'lnaneiull y (hey 
will be provided for by ihe 
'Addends’’. 

Regards from the family, 
YOUR MOTHER 




IN A CATALONIAN WAR FACTORY. In spite of the fact that 
Chamberlain and his fascist clicks have done all in their power to deny 
the Republic of its legal right to buy arms, the workers of the rearguard 
are turning out more than ever the stuff that is helping to making this 
Ebro drive the success we want it to be. 

Unity of the two great trade union federations will lead to final 
victory. And this unity, which Is stronger today than It has ever been, Is 
being forged daily on the anvils of our rearguard factories. 



Print fit >'■ Soa'-i . ‘"i ;■ hit: ir;a:,d F. C - Torrfs Amil, 9 - Barcelona 
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FOR THE ENTIRE LIBERATION 

OF SPAIN 



Within six weeks of having begun their Aragon drive to the 
sea, the fascists were successful in dividing Catalonia from the 
rest of Spain. Mussolini promptly cabled congratulations to his 
“heroic" forces of land and air in Spain. To show that his heart 
was on the right side, he even sent more boatloads of well-equi- 
pped and neatly polished " volunteers" while the traitor Chamber- 
lain simultaneously winked to him while he frowned to the world. 
Mussolini especially reinforced his air squadrons of Mallorca and 
of Spanish rebel bases with hundreds of new chasers and bom- 
bers piloted by his gallant "saviours", for the intended brief but 
final blow to enslave the Spanish people. Hitler, Mussolini and 
Franco with their habitual bluffing manerisms erroneously took 
for granted that the splitting of Spain into two distinct parts 
would necessarily compel the Government of the Republic to 
yield to the conquerors. 

After getting to the sea, the fascist foreign Estado Mayor 
mapped its course of attack and planned to be in Valencia 
within two weeks. Only after two months of endless fighting, at 
the cost of thousands of troops and mountains of rifles, machine 
p*ms, tanks and ammuntion, accompanied by hundreds of planes 
and while fascist cruiser "Canarias" shelled our lines from the 




sea, were the fascists able to take Castellon after their airforce 
had left it a pilg of ruins. 

The splendid defense of Levante, from Teruel to the sea, 
ranks with the heroic defense of Madrid,. The resistance put up 
by the Army of Levante against 300,000 fascist troops, one third 
of which were Italian, will be studied by militarists and future 
historians, and will be pronounced as among the miracles of mi- 
litary history. 

The Ebro offensive came at the proper moment. It came 
with such rapidity that the fascists were momentarily swept off 
their feet and thrown into a whirlwind. Catalonia struck and 
struck hard. She aimed at helping Levante and at the same time 
make a stab to free herself from the Moors and invaders that 
were clinging at her door-steps. 

This Ebro drive is only the first stage in many more stages 
to come before Spain will be completely free of all invaders. 
Catalonia knows that she cannot be free unless all of Spain is 
also free. During the recent three month’s lull along the Ebro and 
Segre fronts, the Army of the East has prepared and prepared 
well for the decisive battles ahead. Victory can and will 
be ours. 




OUR TROOPS crossing the Ebro over improvised bridges. On the right are shown comrades as they used Pepping stones to get r ■ 

Nuesfras tropas cruzando el Ebro por puentes improvisados. 
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EL EJERCITO POPULAR HA DEMOSTRADO 
EN EL EBRO SU CAPACIDAD MILITAR 



La accibn ofensiva del « Ejercito 
Naeional # en tierras aragoncsas te- 
nia como misibu especial el cum- 
plimiento de tres objetivos : 1 en 
el orden militar ; 2.°, en el ordeu 
intemacional, y 3. 0 , corromper la 
situacibn moral y polftica del 
territorio leal. 

La gran ofensiva franquista em- 
pezada en Aragon y preparada. a 
priori, en los cTrculos militares de 
Berlin y Roma, presentaba la ca- 
racteristica de dividir Espana re- 
pubticana en dos partes. Separar 
a Cataluna del resto de la Repu- 
blics. En efecto, el plan se cum- 
pli6 al poco tieinpo de su uicia- 
ci6n. Apoyados por grandes masas 
de aviacibn y artilleria aiemana 
e ita liana, los invasores lograron 
rebasar nuestro territorio y llegar 
a la costa. Con dicha divisibn, la 
derrota de los * rojos » era iruni- 
nente, jpensaban ellos. A Hitler y 
Mussolini les apremiaba la victoria 
de Franco. Neccsitabaii instalar 
nuevas bases militares en Espana 
para la prbxima gaerra mondial 
provocada por ellos. Sus fines de 
guerra estaban in ircadamente cla- 
ros. 

Su segunda ofensiva la constituia 
la exuberaute propaganda reali- 
zada en el exterior. Asestan- 
do tan fuerte golpe a la 
Repiiblica creian que nues- 
tro gobieruo abandonaria 
sus dominios, que el pue- 
blo espanol, desmoralizado 
y debil, sucumbiria ante la 
inmmsa mole de m-tralla 
fascists y se resignariu a per- 
der la guerra, que nuestro 
ejbrcito se apresuraria a buir 
en desbandada, entregandose 
a los t constructores del liuc- 
vo imperio <». Esta propa- 
ganda la extendieron por 
el mnndo y, desgraciada- 
mente, lograron obtener al- 
gunos adeptos a su causa. 
Creyendo infaliblc la victo- 



ria de Franco, en las esferas diplo- 
mAticas intern aciona les se decidi- 
rian abiertammte en su favor- 

Su tercera ofensiva consistia 
en orgauizar la superprOduccion de 
terrorismo y sabotaje a la Repu- 
blics dentro de nuestros campos, 
fdbricas, unidades militares, ofi- 
cinas, etc. Levantarlan una ola 
de dificultades al gobiernO de 
Frente Popular. Los trosquistas, 
agiotistas, acaparadores, bulistas, 
etebtera, se dedicarian a ejercer 
influencia sobre el pueblo dada 
la grave situacibn en que se en- 
contraba, creyendo liacer efecti- 
vos asi, sus absurdos intentos. 

Ese fub todo el prOgrama que 
tenian preparados los estados ma- 
yores de Italia y Alemania. Pero 
ellos nunca pensarOn, ni podian 
suponer, de lo que es capaz un 
pueblo cuando est&n amenazadas 
sus libertadcs e independeneia. No 
contaron cOn ello y se hail visto 
terriblemente defraudados, El pue- 
blo espanol Ua sabido destrozar sus 
astutos experimentos. A la voz 
de RESISTIR, lanzada por nues- 
tro querido gobierno, los soldados, 
nuesiros obreros, los intelectuales, 
sindicatos y las mujeres, se aglu- 
tinaron en una sola fuerza, opo- 





COMMISSAR JOHN GATES and J. S. U. youth 
during the presentation ot flag by the latter to the 
59th Spanish Battalion, Just before the Ebro offensive 

was launched, 

El COMISARIO de la Brigada y lod Jbveues de 
la J. S. U. durante la presentaclbn de una bfndera 
al 59 Batallbn, unos dfas antes de empezar la magnf- 
flca ofensiva del Ebro. 



niendo una mura- 
11a de acero a las 
hordas de la in- 
vasibn, luehando 
con teson y horn- 
bria, acatando 
comO dones natu- 
ralcs la voluntad 
y el sacrificio, 
RESISTIR ES 
VENCER- Los 
hechos nos lo de- 
muestran. Resist i- 
mOs en Levante, en 
donde cstbn seria- 
mente amenazados 
puntos vitales de 
nuestra zona, en el 
Este, en Extrema- 
dura, Para ayudar 
a los combatientes 
de Levante en su 
resistencia provo- 




F1RM, disciplined, intelligent sergeants generate the power of every Batta- 
lion. The above are the sergeants of the 59th Battalion. 
SARGENTOS flrmes discipllnados e Intellgentes engendran la potencla de 
cada Batalldn. Los de arriba son los sargentos del 59 Batallbn. 



camos la ofensiva en el Ebro. 
Positivamente podemos afirmar 
que la victoria del Ebro ha sido 
uno de los mayores triunfos de 
las armas republicanas, tanto en 
el terreno naeional como en cl ex- 
terior. Las huestes de Franco, los 
ejbrcitos invasores de Hitler y 
Mussolini, los incendiarios de la 
guerra hail sufrido un rudo golpe 
con nuestra firme resistencia y 
con las ultimas operaciones ofen- 
sivas del Ebro. Ha sido posible, 
gracias a la energfa de nuestros 
obreros y a la disposicibn moral y 
espfritu combativo de nuestros 
soldados, jefes y comisarios, a la 
absoluta comprensibn que existe 
entre las unidades miutares del 
Ebro y sus respeetivos mandos. 

Pero esto no signifies, en nin- 
gun modo, que los fascistas han 
de desist ir en sus constantes y 
brutales contraataques. Tomemos 
a Teruel como ejemplo y contras- 
temos. Con nuestras dLimas vic- 
torias y el bptimo valor moral y 
material de nuestro ejbrcito, unido 
a la fbrrea voluntad de nuestro 
pueblo, hemos logrado obtener 
otra batalla en el mundo , incor- 
porar miles y miles de trabap'adores 
a la lucha contra el fascismo y 
ayuda inmediata al pueblo espafiol 
en su lucha por la independeneia 
y la paz mondial. 

AhOra ha de ser mayor nuestra 
vigilancia y nuestro interbs en 
producir nibs y mejor, Nuestros 
obreros y nuestras fbbrica^ deben 
supeditarsc por entero a la elabo- 
racion del material con que se 
nutre nuestro ejbrciro para ani- 
quilar a los invasores. Tenemos en 
nuestras manos tod os los recursos 
que nos pueden conducir a la vic- 
toria. Renegar de alguno de ellos 
supone traicionar la causa de la 
Republica y ayudar al fascismo 
en sus intentos de cOlonizacion. 



Cada uno en su puesto, con pleno 
sentido de la responsabtfidad que 
tiene cOntrafda como hombre libre 
y cOmo espanol, firmes en nuestra 
resuelta decisibn de arrojar al in- 
vasOr de nuestro suelo y obten- 
dremos como derecho a nuestro 
sacrificio, una Espana ampliamen- 
te democrbtica, independiente y 
con mi pueblo que sepa rbgir los 
destines de su pals. MARIO 




THE TALLEST and the shortest man In 
the Lin coln-Wash Ington Batallon 

EL MAS ALTO y el mis pequefio hombr* 
det batalldn Llncoln-Washlngton 
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OBSERVERS 



SCOUTS 



The job of the observer is to 
answer the question que pasa ? from 
a military point of view. He is 
responsible for finding out where 
the enemy is, how strong he is and 
what he is doing. He must provide 
the information on which the com- 
mand bases its tactical decisions 
and which will enable the various 
arms, from the infantryman’s ri- 
fle to the heavy artillery, to be used 
most effectively. 

There are two parts to an obser- 
ver's task. He must see, and he 
most record what he sees. He must 
learn to look at things carefully 
so that he may perceive what an 
ordinary untrained person would 
not. He must be able to pick out 
all types of fortifications, and es- 
pecially machine gun nests and 
camouflaged positions. The sligh- 
tesst bit of information on the ene- 
my's doings may turn out to have 
extreme importance. Every obser- 
ver must become an expert in jud- 
ging distances of different objects 
in varying types of terrain and 
weather. To do these things well he 
must be able to use field glasses, 
periscopes and other optical instru- 
ments, that may be available. He 
must also be fully acquainted with 
all the workings of the compass, 
so that he can give the precise di- 
rection of any object he sees. 

But the observer must not only 
see. He must also know how to des- 
cribe what he sees with accuracy 
and conciseness. For this simple 
knoweldge of mapping and sketch- 
ing is required. A panoramic ske- 
tch should no be an artist’s lands- 
cape drawing, but should contain 
only the most essentiaMines and ob- 
jects. Anybody can make a panora- 
mic sketch, even without the least 
artistic talent. All that is needed is 
a little practice. Making plane or 
flat maps is a little harder under 




wartime conditions because the ene- 
my does not let you walk about and 
measure distances, etc. 

This is not the place to describe 
the method of making flat maps. 
But to explain what they are, it is 
sufficient to say that a flat map is 
what a section of the earth would 
look like if you were up in an air- 
plane looking down. In addition to 
sketching and mapping, therefore, 
an observer must he able to Write 
reports which contain everything 
that is necessary and nothing which 
is not. 

The big advantage of being an 
observer is that you have a better 
understanding of what is happen- 
ing at all times. The big obstacles 
to our work ^re the extreme scar- 
city of proper instruments and the 
fact that many of the Spanish com- 
rades have been denied the oppor- 
tunity of much education, and so 
find it difficult to learn some of 
the things mentioned above. 

Jack FREEMAN 



UKES AND FINNS 
OF THE MAC -PAPS 



Our battalion has them too. We 
mean the Ukes and the Finns. 
They come from Canada too. but 
most of them have not only ex- 
perienced the class struggle in Ca- 
nada but have received an even 
more adequate preparation for the 
war in Spain by being tlirough the 
Russian and Finnish Civil Wars. 

Back in Tarazona we admired 
the Ukes for their swell songs and 
choruses, and the pleasure it was 
to march with them. Once at the 
front the Ukes proved that they 
could fight even better than they 
could sing. They have played a 
great part into making our batta- 
lion the crack unit it is. 

The Finns have been called the 
* eight wonder of the world #. 
You can't say for what exactly, 
they have so many remarkable 
things to their credit. Size for one 
thing, discipline for another, and 



above all their love of Maxims. 
Dearer than a wife, dearer even 
than an American cigaret. is the 
Maxim to the Finn. He oils it lo- 
vingly and then he will tote it 
and safeguard it for weary kilo- 
meters under the heaviest shell 
fire. For tliis, « for saving his 
company’s arms and keeping high 
the morale of the company in the 
last action », our comrade Epp, 
Commander of thi machine gun 
company, was complimented by 
Brigade. Another Finnish comra- 
de swam the Ebro withaTuckeroff. 

These are our « National Mino- 
rities s who find themselves figh- 
ting side by side with other Ca- 
nadians and with Spaniards. Their 
freedom is the forerunner of the 
freedom that the Catalans, the 
Galicians and the Basques will 
experience, once wejall drive fas- 
cism out of Spain. 



When an advance is planned, the 
unit commander calls in the scouts 
and goes over the available maps 
of the territory with them. 

The scout will note carefully his 
instructions and, if time permits, 
sketch a rough drawing from the 
original maps to help orientate him- 
self, noticing particulars by paths, 
roads, barrancos, etc., which seem 
to offer a safely covered route to 
the objective. After he is absolute- 
ly certain of his instructions and 
the position he is to scout, he will 
go into the territory. 

His first job is to check whe- 
ther or not his chosen path, road 
or barranco is safe for moving 
troops ; that is, does it offer pro- 
tection from machine gun and ri- 
fle fire, and is it out the line of 
possible enemy observation. He 
must also check all places at which 
it is possible or necessary to place 
a guard to keep the troops from 
wandering off the trail. 

In checking possible enemy posi- 
tions, battalion and company scouts 
can almost always get information 
from their next higher unit. 

This information should be dou- 
ble checked by observation and all 



posible blind spots in the enemy’s 
line of fire should be noted, such 
ditches through which troops can 
craw], slight hills which offer pro- 
tection, etc. 

The above is especially important 
as it may sometimes be possible to 
move troops at night fifty or a hun- 
derd meters of a position which 
could not otherwise be taken wit- 
hout a four or five hundred meter 
charge. Another reason for the im- 
portance of accurate information 
of this type is that most Spanish 
maps do not show small contours 
and the command cannot know the- 
se facts through any source other 
than the scout. 

There are, of course, other as- 
pects of the scout’s work, which 
wll be discussed another time. But 
the above details are the basis. He 
brings in a report along tftese in- 
dicated lines to the commander, to- 
gether with positions marked “pos- 
sibly got>d for machine gun" or 
“infantry cover fire". With such 
a report the scout is then prepared 
to take out and post the guard. He 
is also .prepared to be used in the 
advance as sniper or observer. 

Frank STOUT 
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THE FIRST BRITISH COMPANY (Dec. 1936-Jan. 1937) 

by PETER KERRIGAN 



The fact that today, exactly 19 
months after the First British 
Company, moved off to the Cor- 
doba front, there are still 8 of 
those men with the British Bat- 
talion lends interest to 'a review of 
that historic episode. 

Like the rest of the Internatio- 
nals, the British and Irish who 
formed the First Coy. came in 
small groups during NCvtmber 
and Dectmber, until , about 150 
were incorporated in a French 
Battalion training at the village 
of Madrigueras with a few odds 
and ends Of rifles. The Coy. was 
commanded by Captain George 
Nathan, ex-British Army Officer, 
later to fall at Brunete after a 
heroic career in Spain. Ralph Fox 
joined the Company as Political 
Commissar a few days before it 
left for the front. 

The Company was also joined 



by 5 other comrades, who were the 
only survivors of the very first 
English groups in the Dumont 
Battalion of the rr th. Brigade 
and the ThaeJmann Battalion of 
the 12th. These five were all from 
the M. G. Coy. of the Dumont, 
and had been in action continuous- 
ly in the defence of Madrid since 
the end of October. They had had 
full experience Of the difficulties 
which the Spanish People's Army 
had to overcome in the course of 
its formation on the field of battle- 
This group which joined the Com- 
pany when it passed through Al- 
bacete, was composed of Joe Cun- 
ningham, Joe Hinks, John Corn- 
ford, Tock Clarke and Sam Lesser. 
On Christmas Eve the Company 
left Albacete 145 strong, as part 
of the i2tn. Batt. Of the 14th. 
Brigade. Many thought and hoped 
that it would be for Madrid, out 



when the Company detrained at 
Andujar, they found they were On 
the Cordoba front. 

After a night's rest at Andujar, 
the Battalion marched to its po- 
sitions among the olive groves 
Outside the villages of LOjRpa and 
Villa del Rio. On Xmas Day, about 
noon, the enemy aviation made 
the first attack, and swooping low, 
machine-gunned our lads. The 
first victim of their plants was 
Nat Segal of Walthamstow, who 
was buried a few yards from where 
he fell. 

Between midnight On Xmas Day 
and 1 a. m. the first attack on 
Lopera was launched. The British 
occupied the crest of a hill over- 
looking Lopera and held it till 
dawn when the fascist planes came. 
Swooping down with no opposi- 
tion as we had neither planes nOr 
anti-aircraft, they made the po- 



sition untenable, and the Com- 
pany had to withdraw down among 
the olive groves. This was repeated 
next night, and then the fascists 
counter-attacked. In the fighting 
on this night, Ralph Fox was ki- 
lled. John Comford also met his 
death as he was barely endeavou- 
ring to reach a wounded comrade. 
Our heaviest casualties resulted 
in this period, and the French 
comrades attacked occupying the 
crest with our lads supporting 
them. The fascists succeeded in ^ 
gaining the hill again, but again 
the British drove thtm off, and 
started digging machine-gun nests. 
The crest was held for a conside- 
rable time, until it became unte- 
nable under continuous artillery 
fire and attackos from aviation. 

Our lads then started digging 
in bthind the olive trees at the 
foot of the hill, and it was there 




¥ 

DURING A REGENT VISIT of British 
students to the 15th. Brigade. In the top 
pictures, left, a group of British lads are 
displaying their company flag. Bottom: 
George Bean, student delegate of Liverpool 
University, is seen In the center surroun- 
ded with Liverpool comrades. Top, tight; 
Edward Heath, Conservative student, spea- 
king to the men of the British Battalion. 
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PART OF THE BRIGADE Machine-gun Company busily polishing up 
their guns for the big push across the Ebro 



THE HEAVY MACHINE GUN 



that I found them on New Year's 
Eye. Dodging from tree to tree 
with Luigi Gallo, I came accross 
Captain Nathan, pipe in mouth, 
cane in hand. He had been making 
contact with the scattered groups 
of his men, sheltering in very sha- 
llow holes scraped Out behind the 
olive trees. His first words to me 
were «How many men have you 
brought? * Unfortunately we were 
not in a position to bring any. 

Joe Cunningham I found wor- 
king tirelessly as second in com- 
mand to Nathan, to reorganise our 
forces. All of them told of the terri- 
fic handicaps they suffered. Even 
the rifles which they had were 
Only avaifable on the night they 
left for the front, and were bad. 
Old Austrians, .many of them 
jammed completely and others 
had to be loaded one cartridge at 
a time, as the magaiznes wOuId not 
be charged. 

I saw them again on New Year’s 
Day, when squatting behind a 
tree which served as his Company 
HQ, Captain Nathan explained 
the position of the Battalion to 
Comrade Gallo. He turned over 
Ralph Fox's papers to me, but 
bis - body, which was under fire, 
was not recovered, because that 
night the Battalion moved to ano- 
ther part of the front. 

January 8th- saw the British 
Coy. in action again. This time it 
was at Las Rosas near Madrid. 
Here a shell killed three splendid 
young comrades, Jimmy Hynd- 
nlan, Jimmy I^ertnode and Jimmy 
Palmer. Young Hyndmann who 
had spent some time working in 
the Soviet Union, was responsible 
for the first Wall Newspaper of 
the British in Spain. 



Taken Out of the line On January 
12, with the Coy. now under com- 
mand of Joe Cunningham since 
Captain Nathan’s promotion to 
Battalion Commander, the Coy. 
was given a great reception on 
its return to Albacete, to be in- 
corporated as N.° i Coy. in the 
newly foimed British Battalion. 

On January 19th, it was met 
at the station by the Brigade Band, 
and marched in triumph through 
the streets of Albacete to the Bull 
Ring, where Comrade Andre Marty 
delivered an address Of welcome 
which stirred me to the very dep- 
ths of my being. 

That Comrade Marty's estimate 
was 100 % correct was to be borne 
Out less than a month later at Ja- 
rama, when Our reconstituted N.° 1 
Coy. played its great role with 
the British Battalion. Then Kit 
Conway Of Ireland, Ralph Cam- 
peau, Political Commissar, Ken 
Stalker and other veterans of Lo- 
pera died, heroiclly defending the 
Valencia road. 

These men made history. Their 
names are deathless, unfading me- 
mories, to those of us who knew 
them. They were the builders who 
laid the aim foundation of Our 
glorious British Battalion. We sa- 
lute their memory, and we warmly 
embrace Captain Paddy ODaire, 
Lieut. Jack Naltv, Sergeant Paddy 
Duff, Mick Lehane, Corporal Hugh 
Barker, Jud Colman, Danny Boy- 
lan and Company Political Com- 
missar Mick Economides, who are 
today carrying forward the great 
tradition of N.o 1 Coy. 

We learn that Mick Economides 
has been wounded in the Gandesa 
Battle. We wish him a speedy re- 
covery. 



The heavy machine gun should 
be considered in the light of the 
smallest piece of artillery we pos- 
sess, owing to the very heavy and 
accurate barrage which can be 
affected by it. 

The gun is water-cooled thereby 
enabling long bursts and- periods 
of firing to be maintained without 
injury to the mechanism. It is 
capable of firing 600 rounds per 
minute and use a complete belt of 
ammunition, 2 <50 rounds. It is accu- 
rate up to a range of 2 ,000 meters. 

The composition is as follows « 

Three large parts, gun, carriage 
and shield. The gun itself is easily 
taken to pieces in the following or- 
der : lock, feed blocjc, recoli spring, 
grips, slides, right and left, shafts 
right and left and barrel. The lock 
itself can be dismantled in 15 parts, 
so one can very easily learn to 
understand this machine. All parts 
are fitted easily and workably one 
with the other, thereby rendering 
the gun unworkable if the parts 
are replaced in the wrong position. 

The gun is usually worked from 
a gun-pit built specially in the 
trenches and it is then when it is 
employed at its best advantage. 
It is mounted in what is known 
as a gun table and sunk up to the 
axle. The wheels and carriage are 
weighted down with filled sand 
bags which minimizes the play and 
increases the accuracy. Because Of 
its effectiveness and deadly accu- 



racy, the gun-pit must be built 
to suit the terrain and according 
to regulations. 

The pit must be well fortified 
and camouflaged because if ob- 
served it attracts enemy artillery 
fire. It is also necessary to have 
one or nore alternate pits which 
can be reached. The gun must be 
able to control all sections of the 
front at a moments notice and 
under ho circumstances must it 
be placed so as to be surprised by 
the enemy. 

The gun team is comprised of 
12 men made up as follows : 

One sergeant and and one cabo, 
the cabo being N.° 1 and is res- 
ponsible for the firing, care and 
cleanliness of the gun. N.° 2 is 
a sold ado who assists in firing by 
guiding the a mm unition belt into 
the feed block. N.° 3 carries the 
spare part box and shield and 
supplies N.° 1 and 2 with ammuni- 
tion. 

The remaining N.° 4 to 12 carry 
spaip boxes of ammmiition and 
see -that all belts are kept filled 
and in case of any stoppages of 
the gun assists in protecting the 
remainder of the team by using 
their rifles.' 

It is essential lha t the whole 
team work in perfect harmony in 
order to ensure that the maximum 
effect will be obtained- 




La experiencia de todas las guerras ha demos- 
trado, que cuando el adversaria intenta conquistar 
una posicidn bien fortificada, tiene que desgastarse, 
tanto en material como en hombres. Buenas forti- 
ficaciones valen tanto como el fusil y la ametralla- 
dora. Al defendernos en 6stas, causamos al enemigo 
grandes bajas y salvamos nuestra propia vida. jFor- 
tificad bien nuestras posiciones y la cobarde infanterfa 
enemiga se estrellard contra estas! 



M. E. RYAN 
Machine gun Company 
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AMERICANS IN NON-CATALAN ZONE 
CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY 



Scarcely over a kilometer from 
the fascist lines, the American 
Anti-Tank Anti-Acreo batteries, 
in the non-Catalan zone, shielded 
from the observation and fire of 
the enemy by a knoll, gathered at 
dusk for the purpose of celebra- 
ting July 4th. The usual type of 
fireworks accompanying suen ce- 
lebrations was missing. However 
the fascists provided crackling ex- 
plosive bullets and 75’s for the 
occasion. 

The main speaker was Major 
Watzek, commander of the 129th 
Brigade. He likened the volun- 
teers of the International Brigades 
to such men as Layfavette, Pulas- 
ki, Kosiuski, De Kalb and Von 
Steuben who came to th£ aid of 
the American people struggling 
for their independence in the 1 St h 
century. He pointed out that by 
our presence in Spain, we were 
following in the best traditions of 
the American Revolutionists. He 
stressed the need for resistance on 
the T*art nf our Popular Army, 
t Rv resistance the superiority of 
technical equipment of the enemy 
would be negated by a stubborn, 
unyielding infantry, which in the 
final analysis is the most impor- 
tant factor in any army. Since 
we have a perspective as out- 



El fusil es el mejor ami- 
go del soldado. En los pri- 
meros dlas de nuestra ofen- 
siva los soldados de la Re- 
publics, sin tener apoyo 
de artillerfa ni de tanques, 
unicamente con los fusiles, 
han logrado derrotar a los 
fascistas invasores. 

jTira Men, camarada! Un 
buen tlrador puede inflingir 
al enemlgo grandes bajas. 



lined in the 13 points, and the 
invaders are without any outlook 
for the future, our faith in ultima- 
te victory is unshakcablc*. 

The Commissar of the Batteries, 
vSidney Kaufman, devoted a talk 
in which he briefly reviewed the 
history of the period and the cir- 
cumstances which surrounded the 
proclaiming of the Declaration of 
Independence. He drew a parallel 
between the Declaration of Prin- 
ciples of the Spanish Republic 
and certain sections of the Decla- 
ration of Independence showing 
how they were basically the same. 

1'he meeting was attended by 
relp re sjc n t at i ves fr 0111 the D t i m i - 
trov, Masarvk and Diacovich bat- 
talions, which joined in the sin- 
ging and gayctv that followed. 

With unanimous approval of all 
the following cable was sent to 
President Roosevelt : 

INDEPENDENCE DAY GRE- 
ETINGS TO YOU AND AME- 
RICAN PEOPLE. LIFTING EM- 
BARGO AGAINST SPANISH 
PEOPLE FIGHTING FOR 
THEIR INDEPENDENCE WILE 
SAVE DEMOCRACY. 

AMERICAN ANTLAEREO 
and ANTI-TANK 
BATTERIES 




I have been asked time and again 
“What made you boys come back 
to Spain?” Some comrades. I am 
sure, must think that we had com- 
mitted a crime and came back as 
fugitives from justice. I want to 
say that the reason was, and is, 
the desire to see fascism defeated 
here in Spain before another coun- 
try, possibly ours, becomes the 
next battlefield of democracy ver- 
sus fascism. It is true thatlhere 
are many veterans back in Ame- 
rica today. A number of these boys 
have also tried to return ; but un- 
fortunately the doctors did not 
think them fit. In fact, some rea- 
ched Paris, only to be rejected by 
the medical commission there. Ho- 
wever, the veterans remaining at 
home are carrying on by doing 
very intensive ana successful pro- 
paganda work throughout the coun- 
try. 

When I arrived in America, I 
was disgusted even before .1 was 
off the boat. My feeling was in- 
creased after I landed. First of all, 
it was Columbus Day. Secondly, 
I landed in Hoboken. Put the two 
together and it adds up to a very 
unimpressive homecoming. 

I applied to return to Spain in No- 
vember, but was told that recruit- 
ing was colsed. Furthermore, I was 
told that even if it were not clo- 
sed the policy was to send no vete- 
rans back to Spain. It made me 
feel pretty miserable. 

Then Joe Gordon finally got 
home after practically circumnavi- 
gating the globe because of pas- 
sport difficulties. He and I would 
sit in a cafe near the office of the 
Friends of the Lincoln Brigade, 
order one drink after another and 
read the newspapers about Spain, 
Spain, Spain. On the table before 
us we laid out the front lines, us- 
ing salt cellars, toothpicks and what 
not. 

Finally he said to me Joe. we 
got to get the hell out of here, 
even if we stow away on a garba- 
ge scow. Then he added. “But first 
we must see that the “Friends” and 
the veterans organizations are in 
the hands of good comrades: com- 
rades who not only were in Spain, 
but guys that know what the boys 
out there need and want. In other 
words, down with the phonies”. 

We figured other veterans would 
be coming home from time to ti- 
me, and that they would want to 
see the right comrades in the right 
positions. We knew that when we 
got back to Spain the boys here 
would want to know all about the 
home front. We know what it 
would mean to have to tell the old 
stories we ourselves used to hear. 

Meanwhile we had heard of the 
changes in Spain — the improved 
policy in the army and in the rear, 
the enforcement of discipline, the 
better methods, etc,. We thought 
it would be swell to be in the old 
battalion once more. 

Now we have been back with 
the Lincoln for over 9 weeks, t 
can honestly say that I have seen 
a difinite change, a change that has 
made the Lincoln-Washington Bat- 



CAME BACK 




talion not only a body of volun- 
teer anti-fascists in the Spanish 
People's Army, but has trained 
men who will be capable of lead- 
ing masses of our American wor- 
kers in future struggles. These are 
the benefits derived from the fight 
here — the knowledge of lea- 
dership, the experience and the 
ability to be better fighters for the 
freedom of the working class. 

Joseph REHILL 



CABLE TO JOE LOUIS 
BY U.S. BOYS HERE 

Elated about the victory of Jot 
Louis over Max Schmeling and 
realizing its political significance, 
the American , Anti-Tank ; Anti- 
Aerto Battery in Central Spain 
sent the Heavy Weight Champion 
a cable of congratulations. Fully 
aware of the barrage of publicity 
Goebels and his satellites had pre- 
pared to release, all tending to 
prove that there is such a thing as 
Aryan superiority, it was felt that 
Joe Louis had proved himself an 
Antifascist in a workman-like fa- 
shion. A mere Negro, in the opi- 
nion of the Nazis, couldn't possi- 
bly defeat a full bfooded Aryan, 
The cable was as follows : 

NEWS OF YOUR YICTORY 
JUST ARRIVED. CONGRATU- 
LATIONS ON KAYOING MYTH 
OF ARYAN RACIAL SUPERIO- 
RITY. YOU HAVE JOINED US 
IN DEALING BLOW AGAINST 
ENEMIES OF DEMOCRACY. 

AEREO AND ANTI - 
TANK BATETRIES IN 
SPAIN 
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CAPTAIN MAKELA 



I’ve know'll Makela for six years 
or since that sunny day towards 
the end of May 1932 when he joi- 
ned the staff of * Yapous », the 
only Finnish daily in Canada. He 
had never been in a newspaper 
office before, but nevertheless lie 
developed rapidly and compara- 
tively soon, became a responsible 
news editor. 

But he wasn’t cut for an office 
seat. Every now and then he ex- 
pressed liis wish of liking wide 
open spaces.- He liked to go places 
and do things. A four walled edi- 
torial room was not for him. He 
spent his free time associating 
with miners. Lumber workers who 
came to town were his frie*nds. 
He saw their plight and uncer- 
tain life and liked to help them 
organize into a union of their own. 

In 193^ the paper reluctantly 
accepted his resignation. Makela 
threw his whole energy into union 
work. He began to fuifill liis dream 
of organizing the workers of the 
mighty nickel industry (Interna- 
tional Nickel Co.) which was ma- 
king 30,000.001) dollars yearly profit 
and more from the sale of nickel 
to world powers, including the 
aggressor nations, and abusing 
every human right of its workers 
in the mines, smelter and refinery. 

The beginning was very hard. 
A score of different nationalities 
worked in the industry. The nickel 
barons disliked the unionization 
of their workers. They had deve- 
loped an efficient spy system 
among th” different language 
groups, together with a whisper 
campaign that it was best for tiw 
miners not to join a union. The 
best detective methods were em- 
ployed. 

Bit this system was not good 
enough, not for a human cause 
and for able men like Makela. Th 1 
union was begun in utmost se- 
crecy. Only a handful gathered 
togeth r for meetings. A small 
mimeograph 'd shop pap r was 
begun, named th” <■ Nickel Bullet ». 

With the passing of months 
th” union grew into hundreds 
and the <• Nickel Bullet') trans- 
formed into an eight pag? printed 
weekly often, not only the wor- 
kers of the nickel industry but 
those of northern gold centers 
where unionization was also going 
on. Makela worked untiringly as 
the editor of the paper and as an 
able organizer. \\h'.n the union 
joined the bona fide Internatio- 
nal Union of Mine, Mill and Smel- 
ter Workers, it became more bold 
in its activities and the weekly 



CAPTAIN NIILA MAKELA 

By SAM SUTO 



became its official organ with a cir- 
culation of several thousand cop : es. 

But Makela did not limit his 
activities h re alone. He also wor- 
ked as th ? District Organizer 
of the Coramunist Party of Ca- 
nada and took active part in the 
struggles of the lu liber worktrs. 
He organized some of the biggest 
struggles of the latter in th ' Sud- 
bury district. Th? lumber wor- 
kers knew h m as a good friend 
and through h’ni won many im- 
provements in their conditions. 

Makela was born in Finland. 
In h ; s early twenties he sailed to 
Canada and made his way to the 
west coast. There he worked in 
logging camps, did some trapping 
an l also tish’ng. He admired 
th? magnificent mountains, the 
tall evergreen trees, the green 
ocean \vh .re he liked to dive 
into th” mighty waves and his 
fish'ng boad on which he sp.nt 
his free time on the outskirts of 
Vancouver almost under the shade 
of the buildings of business and 
p Vasu e of finance. 

He didn’n have th * lmans to 
attend any school but through 
self study he mastered the En- 
glish language. He wanted to 
know this massive country and 
its riches. He wanted to understand 
the p ople. This was sufficient 
encouragement to his studies. The 
biauty of the nature was his hap- 
piness and the life and struggle 
of a p.ople was his love. 

Later, many w t re th * time 
wh- n he expressed his wish of 
seeing the beauty of the western 
coast once more and grasping 
the hand of liis old time friends. 
Even wli-’ii we slept the last night 



together under a full Spanish 
moon, he said, << When th's war 
is over and we go back. I'll take 
a short rest and go and Sie the 
west once more. » 

Right from the beginning of 
the Spanish struggle, Makela had 
his heart on the side of the p.ople. 
He followed closely every phase 
of the struggle, and many were 
the times when he expressed his 
wish of coming over. Finally 
his requests were heeded to and 
in July 1937 saw him Albacete, 
a member of the International 
Brigades. He entered an inten- 
sive training period. I11 the early 
part of September he moved to 
the front with the Mac- Paps. By 
that time he had risen to the 
rank of teniente. 

On the morning of October 13 
when the Mac Paps went over 
the top at Fuen t es tie Ebro he 
was in command of the* machine 
gun company. Comrades sp.ak to 
this day of liis tireless minute ins- 
p ction of positions. 

In Tcruel he commanded Com- 
pany One and was second in 
eonunand of th? Battalion. Here liis 
company occupied a flank p \sition. 

\\hii the positions of the En- 
glish were being smash. d by the 
fascist artillery, Makila's com- 
pany had the job of beginning a 
heavy fire so as to draw the cm my 
artillery upon itself and give the 
English a chance to improve tlv ir 
situation. Typ’cal of Makela, wh n 
the artilltry began to drop like 
h- Makela ran down the trench, 
with a rifle in his hand, and asked, 
« Vh.re the hell’s a p ephole? » 

One night li” organized a bom- 
bing pirty. Opposite, right behind 



the enemy lines, were some houses 
in which the fascists had placed 
machine guns. Under cover of 
darkness, six men, including Ma- 
kela himself crept over the top, 
passed the fascist trench and 
came to th ? houses into which 
they threw their hand grenades. 
Then they returned, safe and sound. 

As a result of h»s magnifieient 
work in Teruel, Makela was pro- 
moted to the rank of captain. 

\\ h n the Mae Paps moved 
up to the lines again to fight the 
Aragon offensive of the fascists, 
Makela was again in command of 
the machine gun company. When 
a retreat was necessary in the 
face of overwhelming enemy su- 
periority in anus, he was one of 
the last men to retreat. 

In the hills facing Hijar, on the 
road to Aleanlz, he took active 
part in reorganizing the defence 
There the line was held for a whol< 
day. A fascist encircling move 
incut necessitated another retrea 
and the following day was spell 
in marching to Caspc. The liatta 
lion arrived Here in diminshet 
numbers and minus machine guns 

Every one was tired and hungn 
after the day long march over the 
mom it uinous count ry . 

But next morning found Ma- 
kela preparing liis company to 
take to the lines again. Spare re- 
lies were gathered lip for those 
who needed them. And this was 
not too soon. The fascists were 
coming in full force, aided by plen- 
ty of tanks, bombers and chasers. 

Makela had taken a flank po- 
sition on a hillside, left of the 
town. In th” late afternoon the 
tiiemy staged a fierce attack 
aided by tanks and planes. Ma- 
kela fought an uneven battle 
with only rifles. A retreat was 
necessary. Finally he gave the 
order, but cautioned against dis- 
organisation. The retreat must 
be slow anel orderly to ensure 
the minimum loss of men. He 
stood high 011 the hillside direc- 
ting his men. 

A tank shell exploded in front 
of huu, giving him three serious 
wounds. He fell down an em- 
bankment wh- re one of liis Fin- 
nish cqfnrades found him uncons- 
cious. He came to when he wat 
roughly shaken and then two com- 
rades helped him to the rear. On 
the way he gave his last orders. 
The retreat stopped on the hill 
top. The fascists could advance 
no further. Soon the darknesf- 
of the night came and in the mor- 
ning reinforcements arrived. The 
stubborn resistance had served 
its purpose. 

Makela was given two emer- 
gency operation and four blood 
transfusions on the hospital train 
but he could not survive hi? 
serious wounds. 

His heroic stand on the battle 
field of liberty will serve as ai 
example to the comrades wh' 
are to take his place. Moreove 
a people which boasts of suel 
valiant fighters as Makela canno 
but be victorious. 

He never lived a life of his owi: 
He was a son of the people an 
lie lived the life of the people. H 
fell far away from his childhoo 
home, but the Spanish people wci 
his brothers and liis true nati\ 
land — the land of victorioi 
democracy tomorrow. 
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LETTER FROM 
AN ACTIVIST 



The Editor, 

Volunteer for Liberty- 

Dear Comrade : 

I am writing this letter to you, 
as a means of reminding tlie 
Comrades of the strenuous future 
which faqes us. At the recent 
Activists' Congress, our slogan 
was : EVERY SOLDIER AN 

ACTIVIST, and EVERY ACTI- 
VIST A SOLDIER, with full mi- 
litary and technical knowledge. 

During this intense period of 
training, our Brigade has got the 
opportunity of proving itself wor- 
thy of its past record and making 
it possible for a brighter and bet- 
ter record in the future. Our new 
Brigade Commander, Comrade 
Valledor, appealed to every mem- 
ber of the Brigade, soldado and 
officer alike, to prove themselves 
true defenders of Democracy by 
joining in the movement of Acti- 
vists, which is now sweeping the 
Armv with telling effect. 

I feel I must impress upon all 
Comrades that it is not necessary 
to be a member of anv special 
body of political opinion to be an 
Activist. The Activists’ move- 
ment is spontaneous and is, com- 
posed of all class -con scions Anti- 
fascists who are detenn i nod to 
drive out the fascist invaders. No 
sacrifice is too great for freedom- 
loving people who have shown 
their determination not to sub- 
mit to the policy of the defeatists. 

The « Volunteer for Liberty* has 
proved itself as a medium of ex- 
pression for all ranks. So I, as a 
Cabo, take this opportunity nf 
appealing to mv fellow Comrades 
to avail themselves of all the time 
for training to increase their 
knowledge of military tactics. 

EVERY OFFICER AN ACTI- 
VIST f 

EVERY SOLDADO AN ACTI- 
VIST! 

FORWARD TO VICTORY! 
SALUD! 

Cabo, 

N. I. SYKFS 

57th, Battalion. 
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El Ej6rcito de la 
Repub/ica es aho- 
ra verdaderamen- 
te la Nacion en 
armas. 

Pres/dente AZANA 




ITALIAN PILOT PRAISES 
REPUBLICAN AIR FORCE 



The Italian pilot, Spiczi Gio- 
vanni, who on July 20, flew his 
plane, which was in the service 
of the fascists, over to Loyalist 
territory, is 23 years old and a 
Sergeant in the regular Italian 
Air Force since May 5, 1936. 

He is the son of humble pea- 
sants and a student who, in view 
of his lack of means, had to leave 
his studies and enter the air force. 

He told Loyalist authorities that 
his action was not unusual for a 
man who believes in civilisation. 
* I came over to Republican te- 
rritory as soon as I w;us convinced 
that 1 had been brought to tight 
against a nation that is defending 
its independence, its soil, its ou- 
traged dignity. 

ft Do not believe anything of 
what is said there. They lie with 
insupportable cynicism. The pilots 
in the rebel camp arc not fooled. 
They do no more than carry out 
the orders they receive. It is the 
order of the Command that they 
bombard civilian populations. 




schools, and hospitals, because 
this will insure breaking the mo- 
rale of the rear, and the women 
will demand peace sooner. Agres- 
sions against all classes of ships 
are committed, without regard to 
nationality, because it is believed 
that maritim. 1 commerce will Uius 
be driven from the Republican 
coast and the Spanish democracy 
will surrender on account of hun- 
ger. No infrequently I have seen 
pilots return burning with indigna- 
tion because they have not come 
to Spain for this. Everything is 
false- there. A great lie they tell 
us is that we cam; to fight the 
French and Russians who have 
Spain iii their ]>ower. 

ft I took part in only one combat, 
over Tortosa, recently. Two days 
later I Again It ft the airdrome. As 
soon as we observed some Repu- 
blican planes we dispersed , I took 
a course south, and presented 
myself at the airdrome of tlie 
Government. 

* At the present time there are 
some 230 pilots ill rebel territory 
in Spain who belong to the Italian 
Army. It is not certain that Mus- 
solini has decided not to send more 
aviators. Until a day before I left, 
fellow-countrymen of mine arrived 
flying planes from Genoa and 
L’Fspezia. 

ft Fascism in my country has 
placed at the disposition of FYanoo 
three groupe of 30 « Fiats * each. 
These planes are now in o]»eration 
and manned exclusively by Ita- 
lians. Two groups of ft Snvoias 0 



no. 79 consisting of 36 planes, and 
other * Savoias * no. 79, making 
a total of 40 planes, are also in 
the service. These * Savoias » n.° 79 
and 8 r are those that bombard 
the Republican coast. 

* The foreign aviators in the 
service of Franco do not live to- 
gether. The Italians are comple- 
tely separated from the Germans, 
because differences would be con- 
tinual and violent if they lived 
together. We hate each other pro- 
foundly. There are few Spanish 
rebel aviators. There are very few 
Spaniards. Those in the service 
guard only the. cities and transport. 

*Tlie Italian planes recently 
suffered great losses on the Le- 
vante front. From the time the 
last part of the offensive began, 
after the occupation of Castellon 
forty planes were lost and all their 
inhabitants killed. On one day 
alone, tlie 19th, we lost three pla- 
nes and four pilots in my squadron. 
One fell in our lines pierced like 
a sieve. Of the other three I know 
nothing, i saw them dashed to 
pieces on Republican territory. 

ft The offensive of the Levante 
will have tragic rememberances 
for^th; Italian people. More than 
fifteen thousand wtre killed. As 
for the wOiuided, there are 110 hos- 
pitals in the fascist zone to receive 
them. They have to be transported 
quickly to Morrocco, because tin y 
cannot be accomodated here. » 
Asked by a foreign journalist 
what is his opinion of the Repu- 
blican Air Force he said : 

ft The Republican Air Force is 
magnificent ! Tlie pilots loyal to 
Spain are extraordinarily able and 
brave, and have great disregard 
for their personal safety. They are 
really terrible, and it is most dan- 
gerous to engage in coinbat with 
Republican units. » 



BRIGADE ARMOURERS 



ARMEROS DE LA BRIGADA 



£1 enemigo, cuya infanteria se ha demostrado incapaz de ha - 
cer frente a nuestro empuje, intentard r atacarno$ con gran 
masa de ayiones y tanques. Pero ni los ayiones ni los tan - 
ques conseguirdn arrebatarnos las posiciones conquistadas. 
Nuestra Deca y los antiayionistas contra los ayiones y los 
antitanquistas y las bombas de mono contra los tanques . 
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ON THE ROAD TO FINAL VICTORY 



The sensational succ.ss of our 
offensive has astounded the entire 
world. Not alone the fascists were 
taken by surprise. There was a 
great deal of consternation in all 
those diplomatic circles who have 
based their policies on a speedy 
Franco victory. The news electri- 
fied all friends of democracy re- 
vitalizing those who had been in- 
clined to pessimism. 

The feat of the Army of Ebro 
completely vindicated the correct- 
ness of the policy pursued by the 
Government after the Aragon of- 
fensive. This policy * Resist, Coun- 
ter-attack-Win » has now borne 
fruit. Resistance enabled the Go- 
vernment to reorganize its forces, 
to strengthen the army with new 
recruits, to develop its cadres of 
officers, to mobilize the resources 
of the country for war and to make 
possible the next phase — the 
powerful counter-attack. 

This new phase was ushered in 
by our offensive — a feat that 
filled all military experts wit'll ad- 
miration. Bven German and Ita- 
lian military experts are forced 
to admit that our crossing the ri- 
ver on so many points simulta- 
neously and by surprise was a de- 
monstration of a well trained, 
highly disciplined, excellentlv led 
army and it was the result of long 
range, carefully planned ami exe- 
cuted general St aft work. 

The rapidity of our advance, 
the great gains in territory wi- 
thout artillery, tanks or aviation 
support, the 5.000 prisoners and 
important war material we cap- 
tured are all military gains of 
first importance. As a result we 
now possess a bridgehead wide 
enough for a basis of large scale 
operation. We achieved our main 
objective brilliantly — the Levau- 
te offensive of the fascists has been 
brought to a standstill. With the 
pressure relieved the Levante Ar- 
my has been given a clianee to 
consolidate its defenses and even 
to counter-attack successfully 011 
many points of strategic impor- 
tance. As a result of Our offensive 
the fascists now have a new front 
to contend with — a prospect that 
fills with gloom tile most ardent 
supporters of Franco who are now 
despairing of an early decision. 

Our victory has caused great 
demoralization among the ranks 
of Franco’s forces. This was clearly 
demonstrated by the attitude of 
our prisoners. Officers who pre- 



viously had fought to the last and 
even committed suicide at the end 
now willingly permitted themselves 
to be taken prisoners because 
they had lost faitli in the victory 
of Franco. The fascist peseta took 
a deep tumble in the market and 
all foreign newspapers report a 
hasty flight of capital from Franco 
territory. Any further_victory can 
only hasten this proceess of de- 
moralization and disintegration in 
the .Franco camp. 

No less important are the re- 
sults on the field of international 
politics. 

Our offensive completely des- 
troyed the manouvers of fascist 
diplomacy. The sleight -of -hand 
trick known as « Withdrawal of 
Volunteers » has now become tho- 
roughly exposed. It has now be- 
come impossible for them to keep 
up their pretenses, all their talk 
about retirement has abruptly 
ceased. All fascist newspapers have 
been forbidden to mention anv- 
thing about our Government's 
reply to the Non-Intervention 
Committee or to comment on it. 
Far from being in a position to 
make even a <■ symbolic » with- 
drawal they are in desperate need 
of more men and material. 

Our victory has also provided 
the rearguard with new enthusiasm, 
renewed, its faith in the correctness 
of the policies of the Government. 
It gave new impetus to unity and 
cemented the bonds between Ca- 
talonia and the rest of Spain. 

Our Brigade and our Division 
have conic though this action with 
flying colors. The biggest advance 
was made by our Division which 
proved itself the Shock-Division of 
the Army of Ebro. Our Brigade 
was considered among the best — 
proving tile correctness of the po- 
licy pursued by our military com- 
mand and political leadt rsliip. 

Tlie new policies and innova- 
tions introduced in our Brigade 
have proved their worth in the 
acid test of battle. Thanks to the 
rigorous training our Brigade was 
able to fulfill all its allotted tasks 
with speed and a precision worthy 
of any regular army. The new re- 
cruits who had benefited the mast 
by the training gave a very good 
account of themselves under fire 
to the satisfaction of all. 

The activist movement justi- 
fied all our expectations. Our acti- 
vists have set an example of cou- 
rage, devotion, self-sacrifice wor- 



thy of the liightst praise. And 
last, but not least, the mixing of 
Internationals with Spanish com- 
rades was an unqualified success 
raising the military effectiveness 
of our entire Brigade to a hitherto 
unknown degree. 

The Officers, Commissars and 
the men have all fought exceedin- 



gly well. They have carried out 
their orders in a highly efficient 
and disciplined manner, with a 
courage, devotion and a spirit of 
self sacrifice that only men with 
very high morale and complete 
loyalty to the antifascist cause 
are capable of. 

'file work of our Staff earned 
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the praise of the Higher Command 
and completely justified our un- 
qualified faith in our leadership. 

Of the services the work of the 
Transmissions was outstanding. 
For the first time we had tele- 
phone connections with all our 
units and the transmission men 
worked tirelessly, repairing the 
line time after time under intense 
fire when communications had 
been disrupted by shelling or 
bombardment. 

We have good reasons to be 
satisfied with our achievements 
but this is no time to rest on lau- 
rels. The struggle is far from com- 
pleted. We have a long way to 
go yet until final victory. Our 
struggle has entered into a new 
phase and we must be ready for 



it. WE MUST BE PREPARED 
TO RESIST ALL POSSIBLE 
COUNTERATTACKS TO CON- 
VERT THEM INTO ATTACK 
AND THUS BRING ABOUT 
VICTORY ! 

We must be alert and struggle 
against all those elements who at 
this moment are trying to unde- 
restimate our gains, belittle our 
achievements and are thus trying 
to introduce an element of pes- 
simism, defeatism into our ranks. 
Cowards and defeatists have no 
place in our Brigade. 

History is being made right 
here and our Brigade has been allo- 
tted a leading role, deservedly 
so. Let's marshall aH our forces 
and strike blow after blow until 
snal victory is ours ! 




CROSSING the Ebro CRUZANDO el Ebro 



EN EL CAMINO DE LA VICTORIA FINAL 



El exito sensacional de nuestra 
ofensiva ha conmovido al mundo 
entero. 

No s6lo los fascistas fueron sor- 
prendidos. La consternacidn se 
apodero de todos aquellos cfrculos 
diplomAticos, cuya politica se ba- 
saba en una rApida victoria de 
Franco. Las noticias electrificaron 
a todos los amigos de la. Demo- 
cracia, revitalizando a aquellos 
que se habian. inclinado al pesi- 
mistno. 

La ruta del EjArcito del Ebro, 
vindico completaraente la correcta 
polftica senalada despues de la 
ofensiva de Arag6n por nuestro 
Gobierno. Esta politica : RESIS- 
TIR-CONTRAATACAR - GANAR, 
ha fructificado. La resistencia fa- 
cidtb al Gobierno la reorganizacion 
de las fuerzas, fortalecid el Ejercito 
con nuevos reclutas, desarrollo 
tiuevos cpadros de oficiales, movi- 
lizo los recursos del pais para la 
guerra, e hizo posible la nueva 
fase. 

Esta nueva fase fuA iniciada 
por nuestra ofensiva — una ruta 
que lleno de admiracion a todos 
los tAcnicps militares. Aim los ex- 
pertos militares de Aiemania e 
Italia, se han. visto forzarlos a ad- 
liiitir, que nuestro cruce del rio, 
simultAneo y por sorpresa en inu- 
chos sitios, fue una drmostracidn 
de un ejercito bien entrenado, al- 



tainente disciplinado v excelcnte- 
mente dirigido y fuA el resultado 
de un largo entrenamiento cuida- 
dosamente planeado y ejecutado 
por los Jefes del Ejercito. 

La rapidez de nuestro avance, 
el enorme territorio reconquistado 
sin ayuda de nuestra artillurfa, 
tanques y aviacion, los 5,000 pri- 
sioneros y la iraportante cantidad 
de material de guerra capturado, 
son todos triunfos de primera im- 
portancia. Como resultado, ahora 
poseemos un amplio cainpo, base 
de futuras operaciones en gran 
escala. Hemos alcanzado brillan- 
temente nuestro principal obje- 
tivo. La ofensiva de Levante ha 
sido detenida en scco. Amorti- 
guada la presidn enemiga, el Ejer- 
cito de Levante ha consolidado 
sus defensas y contraatacado con 
exito en muclios puntos de im- 
portancia estrategica. Como re- 
sultado de nuestra ofensiva, los 
fascistas ticnen que contender en 
uu nuovo [rente, niebla que obs- 
curece a sus ardientes colabora- 
dores, que desesperan de 1111a pr6- 
xima decision. 

Nuestra victoria ha causodo uua 
gran desmoralizaciou eu las filas 
rle las fuerzas de Franco. Deinos- 
trado claramente por la actitud 
de los.. prisionqros. Hficiales que 
luchaban "hast a el findT’ v siempre 
se suicidaban, ahora se dejan lia- 



ccr ptfLsioneros porque han per- 
dido la fe en la victoria de Franco. 
La peseta fascista ha sufrido uua 
baja en las cotizaciones de bolsa 
y todos los periolicos extranjeros 
dan cuenta del « vuelo » de capi- 
tals del territorio fascista., Cual- 
quiera otra victoria nuestra ace- 
lerarA mAs aiin este proceso de 
desmOralizacion v desintegracidn 
en el Campo. de Franco. 

No menos import antes son los 
resultados eu el terreno interna- 
cional. 

Nuestra ofensiva destruyd las 
mauiobras de Franco en eJ terreno 
diplomat ico. F ,1 juego de manos 
couocido por a retirada de volnn- 
tarios >>, ha quedado al descubierto. 
Ahora es imposible para ellos con- 
servar estas preteusioncs, todo lo 
que hahlabau acerca de esta « re- 
tirada » ha cesado repentinainente. 
T/OS periodic os fascistas tienen 
prohibido liieucionar o comentar 
cualquicr noticia acerca. de la res- 
puest.a de nuestro Gobierno al 
Comite de No Intervene ion. Lejos 
de niautener la posicion de una 
retirada siinbolica, se cnciieiitran 
en una (Psespcrada necesidad de 
mas liombres y material. 

Nuestra victoria ha iuyeetado 
nuevo eutusiasmo a nuestra reta- 
guardia y reafirniado la fe en la 
correcta polftica de nuestro Go- 
-bierno. Ha dad$> ijj^yps finpetup 
a la Uuidad y ounentado los lazos 
de unidn entre Cataluna v el resto 
de Espafia, 

Nuestra Brigada y nuestra Di- 
vision, han actuado por entero 
en esta accion, poniendo mnv en 
alto sus colores. El mAs grande 
avance fuA reab’zado por nuestra 
Division, lo cual le da el nombre 
de Division de choque del Ebro. 
Nuestra Brigada estA llamada a 
ser la mejor. prueba de la correcta 
politica seguida por nuestros mar- 
dos militares v direcoidn politica. 

Las liuevas t A'" tic as e innova- 
ciones introducidas en nuestra 
Brigada, lian demostrado su valor 
en la dura prueba de la batalla. 
Gracias al riguroso entrenamiento, 
nuestra Brigada fuA capaz de cum- 
plir todos sus debercs ecu la ra- 
pidez v nrecisidn propias de cual- 
quier EjArrito Regular. Los nueves 
reclutas. beneficiados por el en- 
trenamiento, dieron un gran ren- 
dimiento bajo cl fuego, con la 
sat.isfaccidn de todos nosotros. 

El mOvimiento activista Justi- 
fied tod as nuestras esperanzas. 



Nuestros activist as han sido ejem- 
plo de coraje, abnegacidn y exal- 
tado espfritu de sacrificio. La in- 
clusion de camaradas espafioles 
junto con los intemacion'ales, ha 
sido im inenarrable Axito, que 
elevo la efectividad militar de 
nuestra Brigada a un nivel jam As 
alcanzado. 

I /Os Oficiales, Comisarios y 
soldados, han luchado excelente- 
mente, cnmpliendo las drdenes con 
gran eficiencia v en forma disci- 
plinada, con tal valor y espfritu 
de sacrificio, que s 61 o hombres de 
inny alta moral y completa lealtad 
a la causa antifascista son capaces 
de tener. 

El trabajo de nuestro Estado 
Mayor fuA tan perfccto que me- 
recid los elogios del Alto Mando. 
justificando completameiite nues- 
tra inqucbrantable fe en lossupe- 
riores. . 

El trabajo de los Servicios, 
y del de Transinisiones, ha so- 
bresalido. Por primera vez tuvimos 
telefono conectado con todas nues- 
tras Uuidades y los hombres de 
Transinisiones, trabajando incan- 
sablemente, reparando la lfnea — 
de vez en cuaiulo bajo intenso 
fuego — , cuando las ccmiunicacio- 
nes habian sido rotas por las balas 
o el bombardeo, lo han hecho 
posible. 

T^nemos razones para estar sa- 
tisfechos de nuestra actuacidn, 
pero no es el momento de dormir- 
nos en los Jaureles. La lucha 
estA lejos de ser finalizada. Ella 
se encuentra en una nueva 
fase v debemos estar 'preparaijos. 
DEBEMOS ESTAR PREPARA- 
DOS. RESTST 7 R TODOS LOS 
CONTRAATAOUES Y TRANS- 
FORMARLOS EN ATAOUE OUE 
NOS CONDUZCA A ' LA VIC- 
TORIA. 

Debemos estar alerta v luchar 
contra todos aquellos elenientos 
que tratan en estos inomentos de 
rebajar la importancia de nuestros 
triunfos, hacer pe queries nuestros 
heclios procurando introducir el 
pesimismo v derrotismo dentro 
de nuestras filas. Cobardes y defro- 
tistas, no tienen lugar en nuestra 
Brigada. 

La Historia se estA escribiendo 
aquf y nuestra Brigada. ha tenido 
el papel mAs importante, llana- 
mente asi. VamOs con toda la po- 
tencia de nuestras fuerzas a de- 
volver golpe por golpe, hasta que 
la victoria final sea nuestra. 




CAPTURED from the enemy CAPTURADO al enemlgo 
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UNA CARTA INTERESANTE 

NOS SENTIMOS ORGULLOSOS 
DE QUE NUESTRO HiJO 



A PAIR 

OF PANTS 

I had a pair of pants — one of 
the Spanish Army pants that tears 
in one place and can then be de- 
pended on to tear all over, up and 
down all the seams and both ltgs. 
So naturally, after the offensive 
had been on a few days, and I had 
done a lot of crawling around in 
the brush; and plenty of crouching 
low, my pants were ripped in all 
possible directions. The two legs 
were independent of each other 
and each one flapped around its 
respective leg, as immodest as a 
Minsky queen. Incidentally, I'd 
like to mention the fact that I'm 
over six feet tall, and have grown 
accustomed to the fact that Spa- 
nish men are, as a rule, short, and 
there aren't any pants in Spain 
long enough for me. Tilings looked 
bad- 

I happened to creep down from 
the machine gun pit for a minute 
to stretch my legs. A comrade 
from the T — Brigade, an average 
sized short Spaniard, sees me step- 
ping along with what's left of the 
pants hanging from my belt. He 
stops me and pulls a pair of pants 
out of his pack. I smile and thank 
him, at the same time start saying 
that the pants are too short, there 
wasn't a pair of pants for a six- 
footer in all Spain, let alone in- 
his knapsack. But he smiles back 
and unfolds the pants. I continue 
telling him that I appreciate the 
favor but the pants are too short. 
He keeps smiling and holds the 
pants up. I look at the pants, just 
to let him know I do appreciate 
his gesture. I take the pants and 
hold them up at my waist... I 
looked all the way down the pants. 
I saw that they reached my feet — - 
that they actually did fit ! And I 
got the pants — almost the first 
pair I've seen in all of Spain that 
fit my six feet. 

Now, what I’d like to know is 
this : just how did it happen that 
this short Spanish comrade from 
the T — Brigade had in his pack 
that pair of oversized pants, and 
happened to be near my gun pit 
at the particular time when I 



HI cdnsul de Hspafia en Mon- 
treal, D, Jos6 Tomds Piera, ha 
recibido una carta del Sr. A. M. 
Mac lure, en la que 6ste acusa 
recibo, por si y por su tsposa, del 
escrito en que aquel consulado les 
incluia el c^rtificado de defuncidn 
del hi jo de ambos, Alejandro C. 
Maclure, que hall6 la muerte com- 
batiendo voluntariamente en favor ■ 
de la causa republicana espafiola. 

# Creo — dice el Sr. Maclure — 
que le i ntoresar & a usted saber 
que en Nueva Zelanda, donde 
nuestro hijo residio durante cinco 



crawled out to stretch my legs 
and air my ■ — knees? I'm sure the 
Commissar didn’t arrange it. I 
can't figure it out. — PAUL WHN- 
DORF, Lincoln Battalion Machine 
Gun Co. 



anos cOmo estudiante de aquella 
Universidad, en Dunedin, estfin 
■organizando una suscripcidn para 
crear una fundacion en su recuerdo, 
denominada « Fundacidn a la me- 
moria de Altjandio Maclure ». 
Nuestro hijo era muy bien conocido 
en todo el pais por su labor reco- 
lectando dinero para enviar a 
Hspana una unidad mddica de 
Nueva Zelanda. Usta seinana ht- 
mOs recibido de alii varios recOrtes 
de periddicos, y en unO de ellos 
aparece publicada una carta de 
una enfermera en Hspana que cO-' 
nocio a Alejandro y que merced 
a su esfuerzo se traslado a aquel 
pais con otras companeras. Una 
carta que recibimos de Nueva 
Zelanda dice : « No se alzarAn 

monumentos de piedra a su me- 
moria porque sabemos que Ale- 
jandro Maclure hubiera preferido 
que todo el dinero recaudado se 



destinase a socorrer a los enfcrmOs 
y heridos de Hspana ». 

Alejandro Maclure se habia 
especializado en el estudio <le 
las Matemfiticas Superiorcs y era 
acreedor al brillanW porvenir que 
seguramente le aguardaba. Joven 
exento de egofsmos y que jamds 
pensd en si mismo, cOnsagrAndOse 
al bienestar de los demAs, se alistd 
al servicio de la Causa de Hspafia, 
con el bcneplAcito de sus padres. 
/ QuA diferencia entre tste cspOn- 
tAneO impulso y la forzada leva 
de esos-que llaman voluntaries en 
la zona franquista ! 

Aqui encontr6- 2 la muute Ale- 
jandro Maclure. Ptrotsta muerte — 
bella muerte en defensa de una 
idea noble — le ha hecho objeto 
de admijacion entre lOs que fueron 
sus cOmpafierOs. Y sus propios 
adres, que veneran la memoria 
e Alejandro, cierran la carta a 
que aludinios con esta frase tan 
sobria y tan llena de contenido 
espiritual : 

(i Nosotros nos sentimos orgu- 
llosos de que nuestro hijo hay a 
sucunibido defend iendo vuestro 
ideal y hacemos votos porque el 
sacrificio de su joven vida no sea 
en vano. & 

j Admirable gesto espartano el 
que se encierra en este epitafio 
lapidcrio I 



BOB RAVEN GREETS 
LINCOLN BATTALION 

The folio wing postcard, received 
by the Lincoln Battalion Commia- 
sar, reached us a week after we 
had crossed the Hbro. It is from 
Robert Raven, blinded while figh- 
ting with the original Lincoln Bat- 
talion at Jarama a year and a half 
ago. 

* Greetings, me^ of the Abraham 
Lincoln Battalion. We're all wat- 
ching you here, and fighting as 
well as one can here. I'm on a na- 
tional tour now, raising funds for 
the Friends. Just left Lbs Angeles, 
where I raised 7,000 dollars. Keep 
up the fight — we know that when 
you return, you’ll return as vic- 
tors. Salud I — Robert Raven.* 



IN NIEMORIAM 



<i The rifles you will never hold again 
In other hands still speak against the night. 



MARK MILLMAN — Commander, 59th Battalion. 

ARNOLD REID — - Commissar, Machine Gun Company, 59th 
Battalion. 

EFRAIM GUASCH — Soldado, 59th Battalion. 

RUFINO MARTOS MEDINA — Soldado, 59th Battalion. 
VICENTE PELEGAV MURO — Sargento, 59th Battalion. 
MIGUEL VEGA NAVARRETE — Cabo, 59th Battalion. 
DOMINGO NAVARRO HERNANDEZ — Cabo, 59th Battalion. 
ANTONIO L0PEZ ALCALDE — Soldado, 59th Battalion. 

* * * 

MATt AS VANO VANO — Company Conrmissar, 57th Battalion. 
LEWIS CLIVE - — Company Commander, 57th Battalion. 
DAVID GUEST — Cabo, 57th Battalion. 

BRAZELL THOMAS — Soldado, 57th Battalion. 

* * * 

MILTON EPSTEIN — Cabo, 60th Battalion. 

JACK STEELE — Soldado, 60th Battalion. 




Apuntando bien 



TAKING good aim 



CONSTRUCTING A cCHABOLA* 



Coiutruyendo una «C ha bote 
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STRETCHING a cable across'the Ebro. — Pasando iin cable por las rlberas del Ebro. 




LINCOLN-WASHINGTON observer. — Observador del Batalldn 




«SHOT-PUT» contest during the Battalion fiesta, a July 19» 
Lanzamlento de pelota durante la fiesta del Batalldn «19 Julio* 



WITH THE UNCO 



For the Lincolns it was action 
from the very start. Even before 
we crossed the Ebro we wtre under 
enemy fire and, what’s more im- 
portant, the enemy was under 
our fire. 1 don't mean only the 
n artillery fire that was swteping 
Hhe approaches to the river all 
a)ong vne line on the morning of 
July 25. Every battalion got a 
bit of that, more or less, in varying 
degree. I'm referring 10 the huge 
trimotored bomber that coasted 
down, low over the beach on 
which our companies were spread, 
just as Captain Lamb, with part 
of our first company, was shoving 
off in the first boat with that fine 
old Spanish name, « All Right », 
painted on its prow. As the rest 
of Company One shoved off in 
other boats, the bomber glided 
low over our heads and our se- 
cond and third companies, scat- 
tered on the sandy river beach, 
opened up, rifles and light ma- 
cnine guns. I remember seeing 
one gunner popping away at the 
plane, with beautiful bursts of 
three, while “Teniente Abad Gar- 
cia, his company commander, stea- 
died the gun on his shoulder. 

Througn ail the fire, arid while 
the plane continued to move di- 
tectly overhead, Captain Wolff's 
six-odd feet loomed at the ri- 
vershore, directing the men to 
the boats. Once a hunk of shrapnel 
the size of two fists shrieked down 
and plopped in the mud scarcely 
more than two metres away from 
him. And the plane kept gliding, 
and strafing occasionally, and our 
comrades, unafraid, kept shoo- 
ting away. If we didu t put a . 
dozen holes in that bomber, we 
didn't hit him once — but it was 
an armored plan, and it didn't go 
out of commission. After a while 
it scooted off, and by that time 
the last boats, with the machine 
gun company and with the Plana 
Mayor, were across the river. 

Of the long maich afterward 
to our first hill, which we took 
just by climbing, there's little 
to say, except that we marched 
— up and down hills, on rocky 
and dusty paths. At the end of 
that first day we had five priso- 
ners. And by the next morning. 
Just before we entered Fatarella, 
we had five more. Outside of Fa- 
tarella the battalion waited till 
mid-day, when we contacted the — 
Division, our right flank. Then 
we pushed on down the road, 
deploying after a kilometre or two. 
A small fascists force had been 
sighted in the wooded country 
ahead. The whole battalion ad- 
vanced, and in an hour we had 
25b additional prisoners, and it 
was all over, for the moment, at 
least. 

Then marching again — until 
after midnight, when we sent out 
a patrol to investigate suspicious 
movements off the hill. There, 
while the battalion rested and 
dozed, we had out first night- 
skirmish. A few wounded, inclu- 
ding Teniente Paulo, commander 
of the Fourth Company, but the 
companies reformed rapidly - — 
and soon we were on the march 



■ ■ ■ ’ , . v -■ -. t V ■_ .* 
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COMMANDER WOLFF checking on 
enemy movements] 

El Comandante Woltt observando los mo- 
vimlentos del eneralgo 

again, after eating tinned clams 
and squids and anchovies and 
sardines, and bread and marma- 
lade. We needed that meal be- 
cause our real work was about to 
begin. 

After three kilometres on the 
morning of July 27, we deployed 
agiinst enemy positions on hills 
f icing us. Advancing perfectly, 
we drove them from their original 
wooded height, then over another 
hill, where our Puesto de Mando 
was established. Before night we 
had driven the enemy off still 
another hill ahead — and the bat- 
talion moved up again. That hill 
initiated the stiff fighting. At the 
end of that day another group of 
wounded comrades lay in stret- 
chers, waiting to be evacuated: 
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Jack Hoshooleyand Herman Tabb this first position, but it was nee- 
of Company Two, young Wilfred ded — for the next day, August i, 
Mendelsohn, of the Third Com- was the toughest of the entire 

pany — and Captain Lamb, Com- action. That was the day we at- 

mander of the first company and tacked behind the 59th. Bat- 
second-in-command of the bat- talion, in that small, bottle-necked 
talion. barancQ that is already known to 

From then On our attacks were most of us as Death Valley. The 

frequent. Over the top time after story of that day and night, with 

time ; but the enemy, nervous and enemy artillery covering the sides 
scared stiff by now, had been of the valley geometrically, and 
sighted by our observation post with tracer bullets wierdly ligh- 
bnnging up 1,000 new troops — ting the whole scene, will be told, 
they appeared to be of the Tercio, but later ; now it's still too close, 
the fascists' infamous foreign le- Anybody in the 59th. or the Lin- 
gion. In one morning attack a coins will tell you about it, if you 
section of company three (the weren’t there yourself. And a 
dth^r two sections had been de- couple of comrades have begun^ 
tailed to deliver our. 250 prison to write it up for these pages, 
stayed out in no-man's land from Our final position, where We 

dawn till nightfall, when Bill Whee- relieved the — Brigade just out- 
ler, aided by Jack Shaffran, ca- side of Gandesa, was a rest com- 
rried the wounded comrades up. pared to what had preceded it. 
Tom Page was among the woun- Only trench mortars did any 
ded, and he took long, deep drags damage — and that was slight, 
of a cigaret while waiting at our But our artillery opened up on 
first aid post, waiting for Doc the fascist trenches near the soccer 
Simon to finish bandaging Johnny field at the town, and we could see 
Murra, on the adjacent stretcher, the enemy scurrying for cover. 
The next two days there were back into the woods, 
frequent attacks — action thick The night of August 6th we 

and heavy all the time. Three left this position behind, going 
commissars, of the first three into rest — and our part in the 
companies, were hit — and eva- first stage of the action was over, 
cuated . despite their insistence This is far from the entire story : 
on remaining with their compa- the deeds have not been descri- 
nies : Morrie Goldstein, Hal bed, nor the men who did them. 

Smith and Larry Lustgarten, of The effect on us of the arrival 
Companies One, Two and Three, of the papers, with news that 
The fascists had plenty to do — and the fascist advance in the Le- 
they threw everything they had vante had been stopped — this 
at us — trench mortars, arti- too has not been told. And a hun- 
llery ; and their avion bombed * dred other things, large and small 
the baranco behind our Jbill. — painful, joyous, nerve-wrac- 

There was a day of compara- king, enthusiastic — which make 
tve quiet after we moved from up any battle. But this is the 

bare outline. The men themselves 
can fill the gaps in this story, just 
as they did during the action, bet- 
ter than anyone else. 

W. T. 



Copic Sends Farewell 
to 15th Brigade 

Just after the Brigade had com- 
pleted the first part of its action 
on the Hbro offensive, Commissar 
John Gates received the following 
letter : 

« Dear Comrade Gates .* I am 
happy that, before my departure, 
I cOuld hear about the good work 
of the XV Brigade during the last 
operation. Hold up now, and pre- 
pare for the next golpe. 

After tomorrow I am leaving to 
continue the fight for Spain on 
other fronts. 

My regards to you, Comrade 
Valledor, and all the officers, com- 
missars and fighters of the VX 
Brigade. — V. Copic. $ 

August, 6, 1938. 





MAKING THEIR way across the Ebro alter completion of hastily bult bridge. 
Cruzando el Ebro por uno de los pueotes construidos por nuestros pontoneros. 




THOSE WHO CAME BACK. Reading from left to right: (I) Joe Rehlll, transmi- 
ssions; (2) Bill Wheeler, Commander, Company Three; (3) Joe Gordon, scouts; 
(4) Joe Cobert, armory; (5) Joe Cuban, Company One; (6) Al Tanz, Machine 
Gun Company. All belong to the Llncoln-Wdshlngfon Battalion. 
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PARA VENCER AL ENEMIGO 



La Republica espanola, al co- 
menzar el movimiento fascista, no 
tenia Ejercito Regular, ni estaba 
preparada para hacer frente al ene- 
migo invasor que pretendia inva- 
dir a Espana, y el cual nunca po- 
dra imponer su volunta-,J a un 
pueblo que ha tenido siempre el 
don de su liberacion, a pesar de 
no contar en aquel tiempo con un 
Ejercito Regular disciplinado, or- 
ganizado y armado como lo tiene 
hoy y con un Gobierno de Union 
Nacional. 

* * * 

Con respecto a lo que es un ca- 
bo. Tiene muchos deberes que cum- 
plir v hacer . cumplir; como por 
ejemplo : conocer todos sus debe- 
res militares en el cuartel y hoy en 
la guerra. Una compajacion : es- 
tando de guardia debe cerciorarse 
de que los camaradas que estan en 
su Escuadra tengan un perfeeto co- 
nocimiento de lo iniportante que 
es dicha guardia, ya que sobre el 
pesa toda la responsabilidad de un 
peloton, Seccion o Compania, y de 
el depende la vida de toda una 
Unidad. Tambien debe 'tener con- 
ferencias con sus companeros y 



ser un verdadero orientador en los 
momentos mas dificiles, haciendo- 
les comprender la consigna de 
nuestro glorioso Gobierno’ de RE- 
SISTIR, QUE ES VENCER. y 
cuando este de guardia vigilar 
muy de cerca el comportamiento de 
sus camaradas, que un descuido 
puede acarrear malas consecuen- 
cias. Debe procurar siempre ense- 
fiar a sus camaradas todo lo que 
este a su alcance y sobre todo en 
lo moral, luego, en lo militar y en 
el frente, ha de tener especial cui- 
dado sobre el control de ellos e 
indicando siempre el lug^r menos 
peligroso, y si es posible, senalar 
el mejor y escoger de esta manera 
el mejor terreno y procurar tener 
siempre un verdadero control en 
ellos, para que, en un momento 
dado, ser los. primeros en estar lis- 
tos para lo que sea menester, ha- 
ciendoles comprender que el Ejer- 
cito de hoy no es el anterior, y que 
nuestra victoria depende siempre, 
por lo regular, de las escuadras y 
pelotones bien organizados y disci- 
plinados, y de esta__form_a vencere- 
mos al enemigo mayor; el Fascio. 

VAZQUEZ 



COPERNICO 



Copernico is alivef Throughout 
thi Brigade there are those who 
knew and, it follows, admired 
him, who will be overjoyed to 
hear it. We knew he was captured 
(during the March retreat) and 
almost centainly felt that he 
was killed. Now we have received 
a letter from him to say that he is 
in the other half, on the Levante 
front and asking, characteristi- 
cally enough, for his back pay. 
I first knew Copernico in Tarra- 
zona when he was commandc r 
of the 2nd Company, the Specia- 
list company, and I couldn’t help 
remarking along with others that 
small as h ; was, there was nothing 
incongruous about his erect little 
figure as he marched in front of 
such giants as Charlie Young- 
blood, or Luke Hiuman. Everyone 
respected him because he was so 
obviously a soldier who knew his 
job down to the smallest detail. 
He was a hard worker too, devoted 
to the cause of Antifascism. There 
is a story that when he was very 
ill, he was called in front of Major 
Johnson. 

* Copernico, I think you'd better 
take a rest. » 



* No comrade Johnson, I don't 
need it. » 

* You can takr: a week’s leave.)) 
« No thank you comrade. »> 

* Copernico », said the Major 
)ly, e if you don't take a 



gnmpiy, 




week's leave I’ll throw you into 
jail *. So little Copernico went and 
two days later he was back. 

Ill as he was, on manoeuvres 
he was here, there and everywhere 
and always in the right place, and 
when everybody else was dog- 
tired, he was still bright and cheer- 
ful. 

His exploit which resulted in 
his capture was entirely typical 
of his coolness and resource. 

Just past Gandesa. The Lincoln- 
Washington were passing through 
a valley. It was dawn and the men 
were hardly discernible. Suddenly 
from a commanding height, our 
boys heard the command « Alto 
Immediately Copernico ans- 
wered « Alto D, 

# iQui&i es? » 

« ,-Quien es?o> demanded Coper- 
nico. 



And for what seemed hours Ccr 
p rnico played with them, while 
the Battalion passed out of range. 
It was getting lighter and the last 
few men were just filing past when 
the order came to approach, ft was 
certain that they were fascists. on 
the hill, for one of them had just 
shouted in German « Eigth Divi- 
sion d. As slowly as possible Coper- 
nico drew out his white handker- 
chief and went up the hill. 

He had surrendered to save 
the last few men, just as he had 
saved the rest. 

Death seemed inevitable after 
his audacity. But he has escaped. 
One of these days we'U get his 
story. Ht will be as remarkable as 



his other exploit. 



Morris Miller 




di m i ji i m i um m m m i ii i n i min m in ii i in m niu ilni i i i H uni ddiu 

j «THE POMPOUS ! 
j UGLY SYLLABLES..* § 

«...0n this (the Govern- | 
ment's) side, there Is the § 
l flash of the human spirit, all- = 
ve in inconceivable struggle | 
and difficulty. What comes | 
over from the other (the Fas- | 
- cists’) side, carrying the en- | 
gines of mutilation for men, | 
women and children alike, is | 
the flashing piratical horde | 
of the Duce's airplanes.. . 1 

deadly against the impartial | 
sun. We can lie beneath them | 
and reflect upon the words | 
that sent them here, the pom- I 
pous, ugly syllables, the grand | 
safe words: non-intervention, § 
neutrality ». | 

VINCENT SHEEAN l 

^iimiiiiiminii)iiiiiin)i)iijmiiiiriiiiitiui||iiiimiiiiii)iiiiiiniiiiiiii[ir= 











GUERRAS ESP AS OLAS DE INDEPENDENCIA 



Nuestros mapas demuestran : 

1. La sltuacidn durante la gue- 
rra de Independence espanola, 
desde hace 130 anos, precisamente 
en ese momento cuando los ejer- 
citos de los Invasores habian ocu- 
pado ya casi toda Espana. 

2. Pero pasado un afio, ha cam- 
blado el aspecto del mapa a favor 
del pueblo espafiol. 

3. Asf est&n sltuados los frentes. 
La Espana republicana conslsie en 
la parte central : Madrid, Valencia 
y Cataluha. 

4. Los teatros de las grandes 
luchas actuales en el frente de Le- 
vante y en el del Ebro. En el ultimo 
citado frente han pasado los repu- 
blicanos a la oTensiva. Las flechas 
indican las dlrecciones principals 
de los ataques de Franco en el 
Frente de Levante y la ofensiva de 
los republicanos en tl Ebro. El 
terrltorio ocupado en estas opera- 
clones estt ray ado. 



Anotamos el aho 1808. El pue- 
blo de Espana se ha levantado 
contra el dominio arbitrario del 
rainistro GodOy, un hombre de los 
mds viles de aquella dpoca. El rey 
Carlos, cuyo ministro fud Godoy, 
dimite, El hi jo de Carlos, Fernando, 
debe ser proclamado rey. Pero 
para el arreglo de esta cuestidn 
se provoca una riha. El emperador 
Napoledu se mezcla en ese asunto 
y se Ueva a los pendencieros a 
Bayonne para desempefiar dl el 
cargo de juez. Ante sus ojos, se 
desarrolla una didputa fortisima. 
Napoleon los manda encarcelar a 
los dos. En Espana debe ser creado 
el «ordcn y la tranquilidad » bajo 
el iraperio de Josd, hermatao de 
Napoleo.u. Pero Napoledu Kadiecho 
las cuentas sin contar con el pueblo 
espanol. El pueblo se levantd con- 
tra los arrebatadores de sus de- 
rechos. En todo el pals se forman 
juntas, en todos los sitios se orga- 
nizan las guerrillas. Por ninguna 
parte, puede aparecer un pequeno 
contingente de las. tropas napo- 
lediicas sin que sea asaltado. 
Los oficiales al servicio de Napoledn 



tomaron las incdidas contrarres- 
tantes. Con despechtf sin igual se 
Iucha en las dos partes. Algunas 
veces parece que Napoleon, que 
envid ejercitos completos a Es- 
pa&a, va a ganar la guerra. Las 
Juntas sdlo doininan ya una parte 
pequena de Espafla ; en el m&s re- 
cdndito sur de la Peninsula. Su 
situacidn es desesperante. Pero el 
peligro amenazador impulsd al 
pueblo espanol a la resistencia m&s 
enfurecida. Seis anos durd la guerra. 
Eu su transcurso- recibid el pueblo 
espandl ayuda por parte de un 
ejercito inglds y una « Brigada de 
Hanover u. 1814. Ya es dueno de 
su tierra. La lucha de libertad del 
pueblo espanol despertd la volun- 
tad de la elevacion nacional de 
Prusia y del Tirol, y capacitd a 
Austria para la resistencia, cuaudo 
las tropas de Napoledn habian 
ocupado ya Viena- Las experien- 
cias de la guerra de guerrillas fue- 
ron estudiadas afanosamente por 
los reformistas Schamhorst, Clau- 
sewitz y Cleisenau. En ellos se 
fuudamento tambidn la proposi- 
clda de levantar ante Napoledn, 



en Prusia. todo un pueblo armado. 
La rcaccion era !contraria a esta 
propuesta. 

La guerra de independencia de 
Espana se llevaba lo mismo con- 
tra la opresidn interior como la 
exterior. Eu el transcurso de la 
lucha del pueblo espanol se com- 

§ uso dste una constitucidn libre. 

e confid de la suposicidn de que 
el rey, al volver de su cautiverio 
bajo Napoledn. respetarla la vo- 
luntad popular. Traiciono esta con- 
fianza y seis anos despues se le- 
vanto el pueblo contra susopresores 
interiores. 

En -el transcurso de la historia 
ha dado el pueblo espanol repeti- 
damente ejemplos al mundo en- 
tero. En los tiempos de la m&s 
negra de las reacciones, cuando 
regia Mettemich en Europa, se 
levantaron por dos veces los cam- 
pesinos y los ciudadanos espafioles, 
dando lugar con ello a las luchas 
por la libertad que se registraron 
en toda Europa. 

Y hoy prosigue el pueblo espa- 
nol gloriosamente sus grandiosas 
tradiciones. 
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ESPANA 

En otra ocasioii me lie dirigido 
a vosotros, Sol dados de liuestro 
Glorioso Ejercito l’opular, y me 
li? dirigido a vosotros dcsde estas 
nr.smas columnar, pjro lo lie hecho 
disertando sob re otro tenia. Mi 
inteneion ha sido eii csta ocasioii 
tratar sob re tern a an a logo, perO 
quizas los acoutecimientos vic- 
toriosos de estos dias en los f ren- 
tes de bitalla liayan variado el 
rumbo de mis id'.'as v modificando 
p inlatinameiite las mismas, hago 
cOrrer la plunia sobre el papel, 
pmsando, ciertamente, que mi 
gran ilusion es eOiiiunicanne con 
vOsotrOs. 

O lisiera exteiid^rnie debidamen- 
tc cOn vosotros, Soldadcs de nues- 
tro Ejercito ; qoisiera buscar en 
lo mfts recondito de mi corazon 
saitimientos sublimes que armo- 
nicen de forma exacta con vuestras 
g:stas heroicas. Elio es imposible, 
siempre, a p,sar de mi e'sfuerzo, 
la sangre derramada en vuestras 
jOruadas gloriosas, sobrepasaran 
por muv encima de todo scnti- 
miento. 

Se vi si umbra de modo claro, 
tajante, de irrefutable valor po- 
sitivo, que nuestrb Ejercito ad- 
q liere cada dia que transcurre, 
m£s pujanza y mayor desarrollo 
de capacidad tecnica. Los liltimOs 
aconteciinientos asi lo han con- 
firmado. todo ello ha sido posible 
m^di ante sacrificios, sinsabores y 
horizontes amargos. pero en todo 
mOmentO, alentados pbr la idea 
que nos asiste. PerO al fin, los 
derechos de cindadanos libres se 
ven plasmados en hileras de hom- 
bres disciplinados. sanos y con un 
lema esencial; el total aplasta- 
miento del fas cismo invasOr, cruel 
y sanguinario, para que jamas 
vuelvan a cruzar el cielo de Es- 
pana las Alas negras que bom- 
bardean ciudadts, asesman an- 
cianOs, mujeres y ninOs y ponen 
cOmo colofon a sus hazafias de 
seres inhuinanos, el ametralla- 
miento de Trenes Hospitales, donde 
gimen centenares de heridos, in 
cluso de sus propias filas, al ser- 
vicio de la invasidn, recOgidos en 
Ids canipos de batalla , por sus 
hermanos « ?0s ROJOS a, tratadOs 
con toda clase de cuidados v 
esmero, porque asi lo quiere la 



Creando grupos de audaces 
antiavionistas, Jnstruy indo- 
les para combatir a los 
pajaros del crimen, recom- 
pensando justamente sus 
heroicidades, CONSOL I DA- 
MOS LA VICTORIA. El 
Comisario ha de saber im- 
pulsar la voluntad de man- 
dos y soldados hacia una 
moral de victoria 



U N I C A 

liidalgufa de nuestra raza y la 
nobleza de la Repiiblica Espafiola. 
Toda posibilidad de justincacion 
en estos h?chos puede ser objeto 
de controversias. La ferocidad la- 
tente del salvajismo Italo-Germano 
llega a la sazoti de sus aspiraciones 
en el suelo esparto], toda clase de 
actos vand&licos y tropelias han 
sido conietidos ; solloza nuestra 
querida Espana, tintos en sangre 
sus canipos, ciudad es y lugares 
mds reconditos v queridos, des- 
trnfdas sus riquezas . arquitecto- 
nicas y culturales, profanadas las 
tumbas de sus hijos mds queridos 
y deshonradas ciudades de abo- 
fengo historico, entre ellas, Guer- 
nica, cuya destruccidn conmovio 
al mundo enterO, y no muy lejano 
estd el hec.ho que S dcmuestra ' el 
« ObjetivO Militar » que supone la 
Catedral de Barcelona, pletorica 
d e ricas obras de Arte . ? Quidn 
puede dndar ya de la close de ci- 
vilizacibn que comete tanta des- 
truccion y ultraje? i Oud ver- 
giienza que espanoles sean los que 
han veuclido a su Patria, a nuestra 
Espana ! j La que tambien es de 
el los ! j Un hijo_ deshonrar a su 
Madre !, jVenderla al fascismo in- 
temaciOnal, a Alemania e Italia! 
One lieclio mds monstruoso ; perO... 
esta Madre, tiene mds hijos... hi- 
jos buenos, sanos de espiritu y 
de cuerpo, dispuestos a vert'v 
hasta su ultima gota de sangre 
por ella, por nuestra querida Re- 
piiblica espafiola, representada en 
estos momeutos historicos por el 
glorioso Ejercito Popular. 

Arttro Navarro 
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j WORLD-FAMOUS GERMAN AUTHOR j 

| GREETS VOLUNTEERS IN SPAIN j 

| I am glad and proud to spend a day with the American | 

| volunteers who, worthy of the tradition of Abraham Lincoln, | 

| defend the independence of the Spanish people against foreign g 

| Invaders, the freedom of the democratic world against fascist | 

| aggressors. | 

| The strongest impression I have had in Loyalist Spain Is | 

| the heroic attitude of the people, who fight and resist, who are f 

| hungry without complaining, courageous antifascists who re- | 

| main democrats in their daily life under war conditions. | 

| I have watched here, in a time of war, a tolerance in cultural, | 
| political and religious questions which one does not very often 
| find in democratic countries where there is peace. 

| More and more people in the world recognize the signifi- | 

| cance of the Spanish war. You, and your iellow-volunteers from i 

| other lands, were the pioneers — you were the first to bestir | 

| the sleep of the world. | 

1 ERNST TOLLER I 



3 * * * 3 

| Ernst Toller, one of Nazi Germany’s most famous exiles, § 

| is an author, poet and playwright. Among his works are * 1 Was | 

| a German », <> Masse Mensch », « Plays -> and numerous other | 

| books. He was imprisoned for five years for his revolutionary f 

| activities, and included in his career is a long stretch of mill- | 

1 tary work. 1 
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INSPECTION OF ARMS. 
Every soldier of the Peo- 
ple s Army knows that if 
his rifle is kept in good 
condition, cleaned and oiled 
regularly, it raises the fight- 
ing .capacity of his unit. 
The rifle properly cared 
for lasts longer, fires more 
accurately and insures the 
continuance of the succes- 
ses recently gained on the 
Ebro and Levante fronts. 
CARE FOR YOUR RIFLE 
AS YOU WOULD CARE 
FOR YOUR LIFE 



No abandonando jamas las armas, 
conserv&ndolas en condiciones de 
hacer muchos disparos, mejorando 
la punteria de nuestros soldados, 
CONSOL! D AMOS LA VICTORIA. 
El Comisario ha de saber convencer 
a Mandos y soldados de la impor- 
tance del cuidado y mane jo de las 
armas con las cuales alcanzaremos 
la victoria 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EBRO DRIVE 



More than a month has gon? 
by since th^ soldiers Of the Repu- 
blic victoriously crossed the Ebro. 

Time has Only confirmed and 
emphasized th? importance of this 
great victory. 

We reconquered many towns 
and important territory for the 
Republic. 

We obliged the fascists to dis- 
continue their offensive in Teva ri- 
te. Sagunto and Valencia which 
were threatened by the advancing 
enemy were able to take advan- 
tage by raising strong defenses. 

We forced Queipo de Llano to 
halt his offensive directed against 
the rich Almaden mercury mines, 
so coveted by the Italians. 

We annihilated fascist divi- 
sions which Were posted along the 
Ebro. The importance of the Ebro 
offensive lies in the fact that not 
only was territory gained, but, 
above all, it dealt a powerful blow 
to the stability of the army of 
the enemy. 

Our victory on the Ebro obliges 
the fascists, and will continue to 
do so, to garrison their front with 
ndt merely troops for vigilance, 
but with regular corps of troops 
for resistance. 

Franco sees that his troops are 
disorganized and that his fronts 
need more and more troops. This 
is his tragedy. 



Their illusion for a rapid vic- 
tory was vanished with our re- 
sistance ; the EJbro victory means 
demoralization for their rear-guard. 

It is for this reason that Franco 
has had to renounce all his pro- 
mises of the a :ceptance of the 
plan for the withdrawal of foreign 
troops. 

It is for this reason that Musso- 
lini, in spite of the existing diffi- 
cult economic and military situa- 
tion in Italy is Obliged to mul- 
tiply his transfer of more troops 
and material to Spain. 

It is for this reason that Hitler 
and Japan must momentarily halt 
aggressions against the pacific and 
democratic peoples. 

The victory oi the Ebro has had 
t he mos t profound reprecussions 
on the military and political si 
tuatidn of Republican Spain. It 
has elevated still more the faith 
of the people in victory ; it has 
brilliantly confirmed the confi- 
dence that the people put in its 
army and chiefs. It has grouped 
solidly more than ever all the po- 
litical channels and trades unions 
around the Government of Na- 
tional Union and its leader. Doc- 
tor Negrin. 

It has been a hard blow to those 
vaeilators, defeatists and advo- 
cators of compromise. 

In respecting boldly the liber- 
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ties of the different peoples of 
the Republic, the Government has 
been able to take measures to or- 
ganize, unify and plan all the ser- 
vices of the rearguard, in order 
to obtain the maximum yijeld of 
all the energies and the sacrifices 
of our people for the war. 

In the heat of confidence crea- 
ted by victory, the small govern- 
ment crisis was rapidily solved 
without infringement on any class ; 
another proof of the solidity of the 
National Union against the fo- 
reign invaders. 

The victory of the Ebro galva- 
nized all our forces, all our will. 
It threw the enemy ranks into dis- 
organization. 

The population under Franco 
and the Italian people feel pro- 
foundly disturbed over the idea 
of going through another year in 
the trenches. The sacrifices sup- 
ported by them are enormous. 

The international importance 
of the struggle in Spain becomes 
clearer than ever. All resistance 
here is a brake on the planned 
fascist aggressions. 

Each success obtained here, is 
a blow against world fascism. 

Spain is the most advanced and 
most sensible sector of the struggel 
of democracy against reaction. 

On the world front of this’strug- 
gle our sector unites China, where 



our brothers also obtain great victo- 
ries ; that of Czechoslovakia, where 
the people are lifting an unbrea- 
kable wall of will and decision 
before the threats of Hitler ; that 
of the democratic countries where 
the masses are mobilizing to ren- 
der active and concrete aid to our 
struggle ; that of the Soviet Union, 
advanced bulwark of liberty and of 
democracy, where all the people are 
working for progress and wellbe ing; 
that of the underground sector in 
those fascist countries where at 
the price of innumerable dan- 
gers, the heroic vanguard is batt- 
ling for the defeat of its oppressors. 

All these sectors fight together 
in this struggle, which is a world 
struggle between liberty and oppre- 
pression, between democracy and 
tyranny. 

We who are in the midst of 
this struggle, must be conscious 
and worthy of the tasks that are 
imposed on us. We must always 
better ourselves and dominate the 
technique and the art of war : to 
make of our Popular Army in the 
shortest possible time the Army 
of victory against the invader and 
against international fascism. 

LUIGI GALLO, 

Commissar-Inspector 
of the Internationa i, 
1 Brigades 
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THE BRIGADE PAYMASTER'S HEADQUARTERS. This Is where all the technical 
work regarding the pay ol the comrades In the Brigade is performed. These comrades 
ol the Pagadurla are real Stakhanovlteg; few In numbers, they turn out the work of a 
staff twice their size. Lieutenant Fred Lutz, head paymaster and chief of the Pagadu- 
rla, Is writing at his desk In the rear. 

SAM 




Ha transciirndo un mes desde 
el dia en que los soldados de la 
Republica nan cruzado victorio- 
samente el Ebro. 

HI tiempo no ha hecho rads que 
confirmar y subrayar la importan- 
ce de la gran victoria obtenida. 

Heraos reconquistado nuta*ro- 
sos pueblos e iraportante territorio 
para la Repdblica. 

Heraos obligado a los fascistas 
a detener en seco su ofensiva en 
Levaute : Sagunto y Valencia, ame- 
nazadas, han podido aprovechar 
esta tregua para levantar defensas 
infra nqueables. 

Heraos obligado a Queipo de 
Llano a marcar una pausa en su 
ofensiva sobre el mercurio de AI- 
maddn, codiciado por el invasor 
italiano. 

H ^raOs d .strufdo con nuestro 
ataque las divisiones fascistas que 
defendian el Ebro. 

HemOs visto desraorOnarse ante 
nuestro valor y nuestra resistencia 
las me jores un id a des de c hoq ue 
lanzadas por el fascismo para re- 
conquistar el terreno perdido : 
decenas de raillares de muertos 
y heridos mar can el coste del en- 
carn^zaraiento fascists. 

I#a importancia de la victoria 
del Ebro, no solamente estriba 
sobre 10s Axitos territorialea Ob- 
tenidos, slno sobre todo por que 
se ha asestado un fuerte golpe a 
la consistencia del EjArcito ene- 
migo, 

Nuestra victoria en el Ebro, 
obliga y obligarA en el porvenir 
a los fascistas a guariiecer cd frente, 
no solamente con algunas forma- 
ciones de vigilancia cOmo antes, 
sino con numerosas tropas de re- 
sistencia. 

Franco ve que su s tropas se 
deshacen, y que sus frentes ne- 
ccsitan mAs y inAs tropas. Esta 
es su tragedia. 

La ilusidn de una rApida victoria 
que se habia desvanecido frente a 
nuestra resisteucia, se transforms 
ahora, para los fascistas en una 
p^rspectiva de derrota en el frente. 
y de un derrumbainiento en La 
retaguardia. 

Es por esto por lo que Franco 
ha teiiido que renunciar hasta a 
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sus promesas de aceptacidn del 
plan de la retirada de las tropas 
extranjeras. 

Es por esto que Mussolini, a 
pesar de la diffcil situacidn econ6- 
mica y militar de Italia se ve obli- 
gado a multiplicar sus envios a 
Espana de tropa y material. 

Es por esto que Hitler y el 
Jap6n deben frenar sus agresiones 
contra los pueblos pacfficos y de- 
mocrAticos. 

La victoria del Ebro ba tenido 
las mAs fecundas y profundas re- 
percusiones sobre toda la aituacidn 
militar y polftica de Espafia re- 
publicana. Ha elevado aiin mAs 
la fe del pueblo en la victoria, Aia 
confirmado brillantemente la con- 
fianza que Aste babfa depositado 
en su ej^rcito y en sus Jefcs, ba 
agrupado mAs sdlidamente que 
nunca todas las corrientes polfticas 
y los sindicatos alrededor del Go- 
bierno de Unidu Nacional y de 
su jefe el Doctor Negrfn, 

Ha sido un golpe muy duro para 
todos los miedosos, los defetistaa 
y los predicadores de cOmpromiso. 

A 1 respetar plenamente las li- 
bertades de los diferentes pueblos 
de la Repiiblica, el Gobierno ba 
podido tomar nuevas medidas para 
organizar, unificar y planificar to- 
das las fuerzas de la retaguardia, 
para obtener el mAximo rendi- 
miento de las energfas y del sa- 
crificio de nuestro pueblo en pro 
de la guerra. 

En el calor de la confianza creado 
por la victoria, la pequena crisis 
gubernamental ba podido ser re- 
suelta rApidamente sin sacudidas 
de ninguna clase : otra prueba de 
la sobdez de la Uni6n Nacional 
contra el invasor extranjero. 

Da victoria del Ebro ba galva- 
nizado todos nuestros esfuerzos, 
todas nuestras voluntades. Ha 
arrojado en las bias eneinigas el 
desconcierto, la desorganizacidu. 

Las poblaciones some t id as a 
Franco, el pueblo italiano se sien- 
ten profundamente turbados con 
la idea de pasar'un nuevo invierno 
en las trineheras. Los sacrificios 
soportados por ellos son enormes. 

La importancia internacional de 
la lucha en jEspaila aparece mAs 



The kid looks and acts about 
eighteen, but when you ask him 
bow old be is, he says he’s 23. * So 
you're 23, are you? » said the 
grumpy Company Adjutant. * You 
look about 16 . » 

The kid grinned and blushed 
and showed bis missing tooth. 



que nunca. Toda resistencia aquf 
es uq treno al descncadenamiento 
de las agresiones fascistas. Cad a 
exito obtenido aquf, es un golpe 
contra el fascismo mundial. 

Espana no es mAs que el sector 
mAs avanzado y mAs sensible de 
la lucha de la democracia contra 
la reaccidn. 

En el frente mundial de esta 
lucha nuestro sector se une al de 
China, donde nuestros hermanos 
obtienen tarabien grandes victo- 
rias ; al de Checoeslovaquia, donde 
el pueblo levanta una muralla in- 
franqueable de voluntad y decisidn 
ante la amenaza de Hitler ; al de 
los pafses democrAticos donde las 
masas se movilizan para dar un 
apoyo activo y concreto a nuestra 
lucha ; al de la Union Sovi^tica, 
baluarte avanzado de la libertad 
y de la democracia, donde todo 
un pueblo trabaja para el progreso 
y el bienestar ; al otro sector de 
la lucha subterrAnea en los paises 
fascistas donde al precio de innu- 
merables peligros, la vanguard.ia 
lieroica se bate patta la derrota 
de sus opresorcs. 

Todos estos scctores se sostienen 
estrechameiite en la lucha. que ts 
una lucha mundial entre libertad 
y opresion. entre democracia y 
tirania. 

Nosotros que cstainos en Ja 
pimta de esta luelia, debemos ser 
conscientes y dignos de las tarcas 
que nos incumbtn, debt mos cada 
vez mAs, uiejoramos ,y capacitar- 
nos y dominar la teeiiica y el arte 
de la guerra . Hacer lo mAs pronto 
y mAs brillantemente posible de 
nuestro Ej^rcito Popular, el Ej£r- 
eito de la victoria contra el invasor 
y contra el fascismo internacional. 

Luigi Gallo 

Comlsarlo Inspector 
de las Brigades Infernaclonales 



« Now comrade », he said, • you 
know if I hadn't been 21 , 1 couldn’t 
have come to Spain. » 

« Well », said the Adjutant, * why 
the hell you come here for any- 
way? » 

Hell » , said Sam, * I wanted to. 
I didn’t like the way things were 
going back home. My folks didn't 
approve of me. * 

((Didn't approve of you, why? » 

d Well, I was making only 10 a 
week in the curtain-factory, an' 
I was taking up a lot of time or- 
ganizing the workers. » 

* How long you been in the in- 
fantry? ft 

d Four months. » 

* What you do before that? » 

« I was a year in the garage at 

Albacete. ft 

d You're an automobile mc- 
chancic, huh? ft 

* The kid grinntd. * Well, sort a*. 

d Then why’d you come into 

the infantry? ft 

« Well, they were cleaning ' all 
the Internationals out, so here 
I am. n 

The /grumpy Company Adju- 
tant felt unjustifiably annoyed 
by the kid — but he couldn't 
help admiring the lad . During 
the action, the kid was a run- 
ner — the one runner he'd fi- 
gured would fall down on his 
job ; the one runner who, as it 
turned out, excelled all the. others. 

He’d come dashing up to the 
Commander in the middle of a 
hot fire and shout, d Now, don't 
get worried. The fascist bastards 
are just worried ; they're nervous 
and j'unipy. So they started to 
fire, ft 

He'd talk continuously, day and 
night, making superfluous and 
unnecessary commtnts about eve- 
rything that took place. Was 
tlie avion overhead? « Christ ft, said 
Sam, « Those... bastards are back 
again Bombs? d They're drop- 
ping their!... ft Sam announced. Ar- 
tillery? « Boy) They're giving it 
to us », he'd yell in the Adjutant's 
ear. d Christ! They've got our 
range ; boy, we're going to get 
it now! > He was scared stiff he 
was scared as a rabbit, but that 
didn't prevent him from carrying 




COMRADE LUIGI GALLO, (left to right): John Getee, War Commluar ol the 15th 
Brigadt and Comrade Aodrd Marty, father of the International Brigades In Spain. 
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Out his job. To the contrary, he needs me *, he said ; « I gotta 
displayed the only sort of courage find him. * 

that has any significance — he * You young squirt you, said 

was scared to death but he did the grumpy Adjutant, * you'll 

his job regardless. No fire was stop calling the Commander by 

too hot for him to cross with his his first name..* 

messages ; no fire was hot enough * Now comrade *, said Sam, 

to prevent him from being at the * don't get excited, everything is 

Commander's side even when it going to be 0 . K. * 

was not necessary. « Maybe Aaron A. C. B. 

TO A FALLEN COMRADE 

| With those that bled, with those that gave their lives, 

| Who had no thought for ^Individual gain, - 

j But rather, as a man, like one who strives f 

| For fellow men, he joined the fight In Spain. 

| He fought to aid a people, strong and great, 

| Forged In steel, by common struggle one ; | 

| Fought to see a world that knew not hate — I 

| That all might take a place beneath the sun. | 

| He will not see the people that shall rise i 

| In the new-born world for which he gave his life ; I 

I Yet o’er his grave, a sound that never, dies — \ 

| A happier. Joyous sound, unmarred by strife, § 

| BILL HARRINGTON. | 
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WHAT ARE THE DUTIES OF A CABO? 

by ROY WATTS 

The cabo in the Spanish peo- speedily entrenching themselves, 
pie's army should realise that not the cabo making sure that positions 
only has he many responsibilities selected are good from the point 

in connection with the whole life both of attack and defence, 

of the soldiers in his squad, but The cabo should acquaint him- 
also that it is necessary to train self with topography and should 

himself in such a way as to become be able to quickly take over the 

a fit and proficient officer of other responsibility of leading patrols, 

rank in the event of any casualty. He should be in the position to be 

Dtiring his duties as a cabo it is able to guide his men in the event 

of first and prime jmportance that of being cut off. by having a 

he should keep his own rifle and knowledge of direction and the 

make sure that the arms of his terrain. 




ARNOLD REID 



men are in good order. He should Finaly it is obvious that a cabo 
be in a position to advise and ins- should at least be able to display 

truct in the use and care of the confidence in the orders he gives 

squad's arms so that in times of and in himself. It would be best 

action the “team” will be of ma- if politically he was able to appre- 

ximum use. ciate the true position of the war 

He should thoroughly acquaint and its effects, in order to clas- 

himself and his men as to the si fy many of the incidents that 

methods of. combat and defence. may have a weakening effect on 

The squad should be able to adopt the morale of the men. It is also 

the .formations most effectives necesary for the . cabo himself to 

against tanks,, cavalry, and avion, be a good soldier in order that he 

without the slightest .hesitation. may maintain the respect of his 

They should- also be capable of men. 




NUESTRO QUERIDO COMISARIO 



Ha cafdo el camarada Arnold 
Reid, en un dfa de los muchos que 
vivimos. El Comisario Reid y yo 
buscAbamos un sitio para emplazar 
la segunda mAquina. Sobre una 
cota, viendo la situacion del ene- 
migo, estdbames varios camaradas 
que atendfamos aquella inAquina, 
cuando vino una bala maldita 
que causd la muerte a nuestro ca- 
marada Arnold ; la bala atraveso 
su cabeza cuando £1 la tenia vuelta 
hacia nosotros, salidndole por la 
frente ; fu£ una bala expfosiva. 

Fud el 29 de Julio a las cuatro 
de la tarde, cuando perdimOs a 
nuestro Comisario, a nuestro ca- 
marada, a nuestro amigo, que 
tantos y tan Stiles consejos nos 
diera y de tan intellgente ma- 
ntra. 

Fu£ muerto por el fascismo, por 
el enemigo, por los extranjeros 
invasores ; murid defendiendo la 
libeftad de nuestro pueblo, la 
de todos los espafioles, la causa 
de todos los trabajadores del 
inundo. 

Fud muerto luchando al lado 
del Jefe de nuestra Compafila, Ca- 
pitAn Ortfz en el cumpjimiento 
de su deber. 

En -nombre de los soldados, ca- 
boe, sargentos y oficiales de la 



Coinpanfa de Ametralladoras del 
59 Batalldn, prometemos solem- 
nemente vengar su muerte lu- 
chando con> tod a la decisidn y 
coraje antifascist a hast a cen- 
seguir el aplastamienlo del tne- 
migo, expul sando a mercenaries 
e invasores del suelo de Espafia y 
a mantener la Indtpendencia y 
Libertad de la Reptiblica Es- 
pafiola. Causa por la que en for- 
ma tan noble y desinteresada 
luchd nuestro camarada dts- 
aparecido. 

El Comisario de la Compafiia 
de Ametralladoras del <9 Ba- 
talldn, 

Mariano Calaveras 

^(ii kiii ih 1 mm 11 1 11 1 mi 

| Fortlflcando con rltmo acele- | 

| rado naestras poslciones,cons- | 

| truyendo nuevos refugios para | 
n preservar la vida preciosa de | 

1 nuestros combatientes, CON- i 
SOLIDAMOS LA VICTORIA. | 
FI Comisario ha de con- f 
segulr que cada cerro, aada § 
rfo, cada piedra, sea una for- I 
taleza Inexpugnable contra el | 
fascismo = 
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With the Mac‘Paps 




we went, the Battalion stead 
ily pushing towards the river- 
front. 

A brief sleep. Then up and mar- 
ching before dawn. With the first 
rays of light the enemy artillery 
opened up, dropping their shells 
some distance from us. Soon we 
reach the waterfront. Word had 
passed around that the 13th Bri- 
gade had already crossed- 

Rowboats were on the shores. 
Company by company groups pi- . 
led into the boats. Enthusiasm ran 
high. The enemy had evidently 
been put to flight by those who 
crossed before us. The Rio Ebro 
was ours. 

Once across the river, the ob- 
servation avion paid us visits. One 

f jlane at a time came, flying low, 
ooking for us ; strafing. The Ac- 
tivists, the anti-avionists had not 
forgotten their Lessons. As soon as 
the plane would fly low, scores of 
rifles cracked out and the planes 
would suddenly highsoar and away. 

Our advance continued towards 
Asco. It was our job to take the 



MAC-PAP HELIOGRAPHER 

idea. Along a front of more than a 
hundred miles we would cross the 
Rio Ebro. Swiftly, secretly we 
would cross. The weak human de- 
fenses would rapidly be overpo- 
wered. The enemy was to be en- 
circled. We were to push for- 
ward. Success called for suprise, 
speed and audacity. 

Questions : Tf the whole Army 
of the East knows this, if every 
soldier is discussing it a day or two 
prior to the event, surely the enemy 
will know. And when it knows it 
will throw in reserves and try to 
halt us. 

What about the fascist forti- 
fications we've heard so much 
about? And their network of 
machine-gun nests? How would 



The Army of the East is coming 
to the aid of Levante! 

Like a bolt of lightning this 
sweeping thought penetrated every 
company, every unit, every sol- 
dier in this Army. 

How? Where? 

Again the smashing lightning 



we cross in the day time with all 
their aviation? 

Surprise, speed, audacity — and 
faith in ourselves and in our com- 
mand : these were the impelling 
forces to guarantee success. Above 
all — every sacrifice to relieve 
the Levante, to change the course 
of the war in our favor. With the 
crossing of the Ebro we would 
achieve still more : gain territory, 
morale, material ; crack a sig- 
nificant position of the enemy or- 
ganization. 

We had to win! 



It was pitch dare wheu the 
Mac-Paps were assembled. Fall 
in! Quiet! No rattling of canteens ; 
no clatter of rifles ; no talking ; 
no smoking! The Ebro was to be 
taken — and more. 

In a few minutes the Battalion, 
was marching. It was a slow march. 
Marching men and camions with 
artillery, munitions, tanks were 
moving simultaneously. But on 




PRESENTATION of Brigade flag by the Unified Socialist Youth to the Mac-Paps 
Entrega de una bandera por la Juventud Sociallsta Unlflcada al bata1!6n Mac-Pap 



town. While our artillery was 
pounding at the pueblo, the fas- 
cist artillery tried to impede our 
forward march. We kept going 
on. The shells caused a few casua- 
lites but could not impede the 
Battalion. New recruits and ve- 
terans alike were determined to 
go On. 

It did not take long before we 
reached Asco. It looked deserted. 
Taking no foolish hazards, a few 
squads were sent to infiltrate into 
the town from several directions. 
Barely a shot was fired. The ene- 
my had run. Only a few remained 
— easily taken prisoners. 

In One house one of our Mac- 
Pap boys was startled when he 
saw a fascist soldier sitting with 
a rifle between his feet. Our com- 
rade was as frightened as the 
fascist, he said later, but he felt 
that the one who would make the 
first move would capture the other. 
The Mac-Pap’er made the first 
move, arrested the fascist and felt 
much better after that was done. 



A bit later the entire Battalion 
was in town. Prisoners and ma- 
terial were captured- Guards were 
placed in town and the remainder 
of the Battalion went ahead - 

All through the hot day and 
through half the night we mar- 
ched. We rested on the Gandesa 
road outside Corbera. In the mor- 
ning we moved on for a bit, took 
a further rest and in the after- 
noon we moved forward to attack. 

After a few hundred yards of 
marching and infiltrating we drew 
the enemy fire . The comrades 
moved ahead rapidly infiltrating 
in a manner showing confidence 
and good training. From hill 
to hill the fascists were beaten 
back. In less than two hours we 
advanced almost two kilometers. 

Then came the « Pimple * — the 
damned, high fortified fascist hill 
supplied with a number of machine 
guns and plenty ammunition from 
which any advance from all sides 
could be viewed by the enemy. 

Twice the enemy came over 
the top to attack us and twice 
they were beaten back. On the 
ether hand our assaults were chec- 
ked by heavy enemy fire coming 
from three directions : from the 
* Pimple », from a valley on our 
right flank and from Gandesa. 

The Mac-Paps joined the Bri- 
tish Battalion in two assaults. The 
« Pimple a didnt bust,. Its fire su- 
periority was tremendous. 

Later, during the artillery ba- 
rrages and exchange of rifle fire, 
while digging fortifications and 
reorganizing the companies we 
reflected on what had taken place. 

News came to us that the Ita- 
lian-German offensive in the I#e- 
vaute had been stopped. More, 
our troops, under the impetus 
given by our advance, captured 
villages and hills in counter- at- 
tacks. Franco-Hitler-Mussolini had 
to withdraw treops and materials 
from other fronts to prevent com- 
plete loss of the Eastern zones. 

We had achieved our main ob- 
jective — the Levante gained a 
respite from the heavy fascist 
offensive ; it gained time in which 
to dig in more strongly and in 
which to move certain units into 
counter-attack. We achieved more 

— muclf territory was gained and 
the River Ebro was in the hands 
of its rightful owners again. 

Our faith in final victory was 
strengthened; our pride and faith 
in the soldiers, commanders and 
commissars of the Mac-Pap Bat- 
talion and of the whole army in- 
creased many times over. Our 
faith in ourselves and in our cause 
become s unshakable . 

Those of the Mackenzie-Papi- 
ueau Battalion who have given 
their lives in this operation are 
those to whom the major honor 
must be be stowed for our suc- 
cess. Many of our best have fallen 

— fallen in a drive against the 
fascist enemy which has shaken 
the world. 

The Ebro shall never be forgot- 
ten. The fine work of the Mac- 
Pap Battalion will live forever, 
dovetailing with the movement 
of the entire Army of the East. 

The Mac -Paps are ready to 
march again, ready to avenge the 
dead, ready to deal the final death- 
blow to the fascist invasion of the 
Spanish Republic. 

Dave Gordon 
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SOME MAC- 
PAP soldiers 
(topi helping 
the peasants 
gather - their 
crops. ( Bot- 
tom) Mac-Pap 
comrades being 
led by a peasant 
to the vineyards 





Algunos snlda- 
dos del bata)I6n 
Mac-Pap (arri- 
ba) ayudando 
a los campesi- 
nos a recoger la 
cosecha. (Aba- 
jo) Los mismos 
camaradas dl- 
rigldos por un 
campeslno en 
los, vfnedos. 



HOW THE ENGLISH TRIMMED 
THE MAC-PAPS “FUTBAL” WHISKERS 



* 

( This article was written whise 
the Brigade was in rest.) 

It was a great game. The Mac- 
Paps put up a swell battle and lost 
gamely. (It isn’t too much out or 
the’way to say they took it sort of 
hard, so why not say it?) 

One Sunday morning — on July 
roth to be accurate— the Officers, 
and Commissars of the British Bat- 
talion played and beat the Officers 
and Commissars of the Mackcnzic- 
Papineau at soccer. 

That isn't the way to begin the 
story but what’s the difference? It 
still was a great game and the Bri- 
tish comrades had to earn all their 
points. There was a point in the 
game when the British had the 
Mac-Paps by the score of 3-1. 
.The Mac-Paps gained steam and 
shoved in one for themselves. But 
the British -played like lions and 
they gained another. 

From then onward the game was 
fast and furious. The Mac-Paps 
demonstrated that fury to their 
advantage and succeeded in tying 
the score. If their was ferocity and 
fury exhibited before there isn't 
the word to describe the rapidity 
of the movement that . followed. 

Major Smith and Commissar 
Rogers of the Mac-Paps were en- 
couraging their men on to victory. 
Frank was doing a swell job in 
interference and stealing the ball 
away any number of times and the 
Major was giving heavy propgan- 
da to the enemy with the idea of 
demoralizing them. But the Bri- 
tish had the same objectives as 
the Mac-Paps so Major Smith’s 
political work was wasted. After 
all, Capt. Fletcher and Commissar 
Bob Cooney were able to hold up 
their own and their team (Sam 
Wilde was vacationing with a fe- 
ver in the hospital) and they 



crashed the’ powerful defense of 
the Mac- Paps — Lt. Henry Mack — 
to make their 5th and winning 
point. 

In the last three minutes of the 
game the Mac- Paps twice made 
two close heart-breaking misses. 
They were so damned near the 
mark that you felt the old soccer 
should have curved of its own volit- 
ion and scored for the Mac -Paps. 
But balls don't do such things, do 
they? And, as the trite old proverb 
says — a mss is as good as a game 
lost, or something to that effect. 

The most surprised man in the 
game was Commissar Larry Cohen 
who scored what I had thought a 
brilliant point, which gave the 
Macs their fourth point. Larry’s 




MAJOR SMITH, «he encouraged his men 
to a victory that didn't come off». 
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; open m id 1 in of ul mm | 

i Dear Comrade, f 

We Spanish and English-speaking youth of the 15th. In- | 
| ternational Brigade, who are playing our part in the fight | 

| against fascism in Spain, appeal to you in this decisive war 
| in which the future of the world is at stake, to come to our aid. | 

The entire people, in the re r as well as at the front, is thro- 1 

- wing itself enthusiastically 1 . .0 the work of winning the war. e 

| More united and determined than ever before, the Spanish | 

- people is confident that it can beat off the fascist invaders. § 

| In this struggle we have lost many of the finest of our com- | 

| rades, the best representatives of the youth of all countries. i 

They have been sacrificed to the murderous fascist war machine 
I because the Government of democratic countries have denied | 

| to the Spanish Republic the right to purchase arms for its self- 
| defense. | 

l We ask the youth of the democratic countries this question. | 

e How long are you going to permit your Governments to carry | 

| through this infamous betrayal of democracy, to be the accom- | 

i plices of Hitler and Mussolini in this murder? Can you be sc- 

tisfied that you are doing all that is possible to change this f 
| policy? Here in Spain the youth have responded magnificently J 

| by rallying 100,000 young volunteers, largely aged between 
| 16 and 18, to the People's Army. They are coming forward to f 

| defend the future of their country and of World Democracy. 

| We are proud to be fighting side by side with such a splendid = 

| body of youth. | 

| But is it not a terrible tragedy that the fldwer of Spanish | 

| youth, the hope of the future should have to pass through the | 

| fires of war? Those of us who have come to Spain from the = 

| democratic countries feel a burning shame because of the irres- 1 

| ponslbllity of our Governments in permittitjg this war to be | 

| prolonged. | 

| We are further convinced that a speedy victory of the Spanish | 

| Republic is necessary to save all the peoples from being plun- e 

I ged into fascist world war. ' | 

1 We therefore appeal to you, comrade, to act now ! Let the | 

| youth in every country bp the spearhead of a mighty People's f 

| movement for freedom and solidarity with the Spanish Re- | 

| public. Sweep away all barriers and overwhelm the reactionary | 

| forces that are plotting your destruction. e 

| Act now so as to save further suffering and loss of life in | 

| this war in Spain ! § 

| Act ndw so as to save the youth of the whole' world from | 

| passing through the agony of war I Support us in this struggle § 

| and the speedy victory of Peace and Democracy throughout | 

I the world is certain ! I 

1 DAVID GUEST, 1 

i (British Battalion. Killed in action during i 

1 the recent Ebro offensive). i 

r - 
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nonesty disillusioned me comple- 
tely. I thought he showed unequa 1 - 
led quickness of thought and re- 
markable agility when he caught 
that runaway ball with his knees 
and gentlv pushed it for a goal in 
an imitation knee- bending excer- 
cise. He said the ball came along, 
he happened to be there, it hit his 
knees, bounced off and went for 
a goal and was surprised to learn 
a moment later that he scored for 
his team. Larry’s modest enough 
but there isn’t any point in deny- 
ing you made a point when you 
actually did. 

I don’t think it would be fair 
not to mention just once mere that 
the British Battalion won fairly 
and squarely. It’s the second game 
in a row in which they beat the 
Mac-Paps and they /promise to 
keep beating them, strongly stat- 
ing that the first several victories 
of the Mac-Paps were simply ac- 
cidents. I don’t think it's rash to 
guess that if the MacPaps had a 
few wore Spanish comnides to 
their team that they can tame the 
Lions in the next match. 

D. G. 



GETTING WORRIED! 

The Company Commissar was 
harassed. The boys had been 
beefing ; the grub line was snar- 
led up and sounded like the Chi- 
cago stockyards in a thunders- 
torm. 

Up walks Comrade S... Said 
he to the Company Commissar : 
« Was there any mail for me to- 
day? >> 

^Comrade S... *, said the C.C., 
« you know damned well that 
if there had been, I'd have seen that 
it got to you. You know damned 
well how anxious I am for the 
inen to get their mail. * 

«\Vell», said Comrade S..., in 
a forlorn tone of voice, « It's be- 
ginning to get serious now. a 

The C.C. was harassed. « Se- 
rious *. he snortled. Whaddye 
mean, serious? I'm getting sick 
of you guys beefing about the 
mail. How long since you've had 
a letter? How long, eh? » 

0 Well *, said Comrade S..., in 
a small voice, *it’s been nine 
months now. * 
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LUKE HlNMAN; Chiel of Scouts, 
Lincoln-Washirtgton Battalion 



JAMES POLLOCK, JUAN CARRASCO NAVARRO and CHARLES FRAMP; 

British Battalion 



MAT i AS FERRADO; Company Three, 
Lincoln- Washing ton 




ANTONIO. SEGOVIA; Company Three, 
Lincoln-Washington Battalion 



f 

* 




LUIS PERAZA, Teniente JERONIMO LOPEZ, PEDRO AGUILA RIO; 

British Battalion 




LUSHELL MC DANIELS, Lincoln 
Washington 




SAM 8PILLER; Eiilact, Lincoln Was- 
h i n g ton tattalfon 




Cabo NARC1SO GONZALEZ, Teniente JACK COOPER, RAFAEL MALTES, commissar- 
All In Special Estado Mayor Machine-Gun Company 



ANTONIO ESCR1BAS; fompanyThree 
Lincoln- Washington 
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Tbe Cornr&des of tbe I5tb Brigade Wbo Have Distinguished 
= Tbernselves During tbe Actions on tbe Ebro Front ' 



YALE STURT; Plana Mayor 
Lincoln-Washington 



GERALD COOK; Company Three 
Lincoln- Wash ingion 



ANTONIO SANCHEZ, MELCHOR PAJON, Company One, 59th Battalion 



GROUP IN COMPANY FOUR, MAC-PAP BATTALION 
■ irom lett to right; Tony Gomez, Julian Dl Dent, Norberto Asuncion, Franz 
oegtnger, Miguel Donate. Renato Glanco, Hans, Jose Rodriguez. (from row) 
Carlos Arias, Gonzalo Encsbo, Vicrnte a i ts, trtuiiio Orti, Al Stone, 



HERMAN «GAt*HY» KLINE 
Lincoln-Washington 



TENIENTE HENRY MACK; 

' nnipany Two Mac- Pap Battalion 



CABO JES0S CANO CANDEL, JOHN LOBBEN, CABO JOAQUIN PLA7.A VtDAL 
All from Machine- Gun Company of the British Battalion 



EFRA M G I ASH; Artjutani-Commlsar 
3 9 Hi* ttatUllon 



THOMAS PAGE 
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LT. COOPER'S HAUL 



The special Brigade machine gun 
company came up to reinforce th<- 
58th Battalion on July 28th. Sau- 
ily Wellman, its commissar, had 
already been forced out of action 
by a shrapnel wound ; and when, 
on his very first day with the Lin- 
colns, the commander Capt. Jose 
Valnsek, was wounded, Lt. Jack 
Cooper, of Cleveland, formerly of 
the U. A. W. Fisher Body Local, 
took over command of t lie com- 
pany, which remained with the 
Lincolns throughout the first stag . 
of the action. 

But our story begins before all 
of this. 

It was on July 26 that the ma- 
chine gun company received in- 
formation that there were fascists 
in the mountains, on what had 
until the day before been the fas- 
cist side of the Ebro. The informa- 
tion also stated that the 13th Bri- 
gade was battling against them. 

Commander Valledor came down 
and showed Cooper which spot to 
take up and where to set up his 
guns, whereupon he went up with 
his section of men, and sent out 



patrols to scout the area, look over 
the terrain. 

« That afternoon <>. says Lt. Coo- 
per, « I observed some fighting in 
the hill in the vicinity of the cros- 
sroads from Mora to Asco. There 
were grenades, machine gun fire, 
and shouting, the words of which 
I couldn’t distinguish. But as they 
moved up closer, we could tell 
they Were fascists and we could 
hear what they were shouting — 
Viva Franco and Arriba Espana*. 

From the size of the group, he 
could tell that at least two com- 
panies of the enemy were approa- 
ching. Immediately he sent one 
light gun and a trench mortar to 
the hill 300 metres behind, instruc- 
ting them to open up fire and cover 
the rest of the section in its de- 
fending position. But the speed of 
the enemy’s movement approa- 
ching hill forced the entire 
section to withdraw to the adja- 
cent hill behind. There they came 
across two of our armored cars, 
one of whose drivers informed 
them that a battalion of ours was 
moving up to help. 



<• It was the Lincolns approa- 
ching ». says Coopir, << ami we 
were glad they were going to help 
us. 1 informed the drivers about 
the fascists and advised tlum not 
to go ahead, they'd be blasted to 
hell. As the cars turned to move- 
back a little way down the road, 
one of them was hit by a grenade 
and turned over on its side. 

<> We ha.l no escape, so we re- 
mained hidden in the pine scrub — 
eight of us, at the side of the road. 
From there I succeeded in sen- 
ding back two light guns in our 
possession. I remained with the 
men, waiting. Escape was impos- 
sible. " 

It was a matter of minutes, at 
this point, before all were surroun- 
ded and taken prisoners. Among 
the fascists were four Moors who. 
according to the young soldiers 
taken with Cooper, wanted to 
execute Cooper without delay. 
They were prevented from doing 
so by th ; young Spanish recruits 
in the fas-ist group, who vigo- 
rously opposed the killing of any 
prisoner. All were relieved of their 
arms, and Cooper was stripped of 
his possessions : pistol, wallet, ca- 
mera. pen — they left only his 
handkerchief. 

All eight prisoners were thtn 
taken to another hill, where all 
tlie fascist forces, including their 
command ing office rs we re gathe re d . 
Lt. Cooper was bi ought before 
these officers for questioning and 
information. 

« And I gave them information », 
says Cooper, « all they wanted, 
and more. I told them we had 
Gandesa, and that by tomorrow 
(July 27th) we'd be in Calaceite. 
\\Tien they asked where our forces 
were, I answered, « AVay ahead*, 
pointing to the west. *How many?» 
they questioned. Without hesita- 
tion I answered, *Five army corps*. 
They were evidently impressed, 
and pretty worried. As for our- 
selves, I told them, we’re just 
patrolling the area through which 
the main bodies of our troops had 
already passed. There were hun- 
dreds of small patrols like ours, 
some _ larg t r, some smaller, clea- 
ning up this conquered section. 
I told them. 

(i Although they seemed crest- 
fallen, they were still determined 
to go ahead, to push onward and 
break through our lines and rejoin 
their own forces. All of them had 
rifles, hand grenades, and there 
was a light machine gun amojig 
their arms. 

« During that afternoon and eve - 
ning, we developed friendly con- 
versations with two of their offi- 
cers who had friends in New York 
and Chicago, so they said, and 
with Some of their soldados as 
we discussed generally the con- 
ditions on the fascist side and on 
our side, and they Were surprised 
to know that our soldados receive 
as much in wages as their officers, 
and that, in addition, we didn't 
have to pay for our own food. 

* That night, which we spent 
with them as prisoners, was very 
strenuous, as some of our forces 
attacked the hill we were on ; but 
our fascist captors maintained 
complete silence, and so our for- 
ces, figuring nobody was there, 
withdrew. Throughout the night 




MAKING MAPS 
Dibujando mapas 



our group Was guarded by six 
Moors. 

« The following morning (J uly 
27th) the- fascists were in a more 
or less panicky state. Their ob- 
servers had reported sighting many 
of our troops on a number of ad- 
jacent hills. When the avion came 
over, I decided to add to the effect 
of my previous words of the day 
before. <« Don’t worry », I told them 
about the avion — « they're ours. 
Loyalist 

« Added to their growing strain 
and panic were the facts that they 
had been three days without food, 
eating only nuts and whatever 
fruit they could pick off the trees, 
and they had been Out of contact 
with other of their forces for a 
similarly long period of time. In 
addition, all of them were pretty 
well exhausted. 

« Finally, while we waited to 
see what would happen, their six 
officers held a conference, at which 
they decided their game up, 
that their safest course of action 
would be. to turn themselves over 
to us, and follow us. By this time 
there were 14 of us — myself and 
thirteen of my men, who had been 
taken singly and in groups of two 
at different points not far from 
where our original eight had been 
surrounded . 

« It was dark most of the time 
we were with 'them, and they were 
pretty well scattered- It was not 
until we marched them to Brigade 
headquarters that I discovered 
there Were 208 of them. Among 
them were the six officers and 19 
sargentos ». 

«I didn’t know until that mi- 
nute », added Lt. Cooper, «that w e 
had taken so many prisoners. » 

Cooper asked that one final point 
be made clear : « My kids », ,he 

said, referring to the young Spa- 
nish quintas in his company, 
* could have escaped or made 
their path easier many times, es- 
pecially when we were being 
threatened with- death. But they 
didn't, because they figured that 
would me an my de at h . That 's 
loyalty — and that shows the 
kind of army we have I *. 

S. F. 



PRISONERS being 
brought in by our 
men. Our 35th Di- 
vision alone captu- 
red more than 3500 
prisoners In the re- 
cent Ebro push 




Prlslonerot captu- 
radoi por miestrat 
tropat. N antra 35 
division ha captu- 
rado mil da 3500 
prlafonarat 
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WAITING 



Wc mttved down off the hill in 
single file, the taste of breakfast 
still in our mouths — coffee^ cho- 
colate, ham and sardines, bread, 
marmalade and plums. There was 
a comfortable weight inside us, 
and there was, too, the inevitable 
nervousness, the pre-action ten- 
sion that heightens the senses and 
makes a man take notice of things 
he never noticed before... a 1 Uard 
sticking his head Out of a crack 
in the dry,^ volcanic rock ; a bro- 
ken shoelace, a streak of dirt on 
another man's face. There was 

to be a mass attack on X ; 

it was to start early in the mor- 
ning; two divisions were moving 
through parallel barrancos toward 
the town. 

The barranco was narrow at 
the top, wide at the bottom. Ahead 
of us, our 59th Battalion had en- 
gaged the enemy ; they were out 
of sight ahead Of us, but the ma- 
chine guns were singing their crisp, 
metallic song, ! the rifle bullets snap- 
ped over our heads as we waited, 
flattened on the dry earth, seeking 
cover below the terraces, behind 
the olive trees. You could look 
around and See men flattening 
visib lyinto the ground, disappea- 
ring, their rifles canted against the 
natural parapets ahead. A runner 
would appear from below, dash 
from tree to tree, to reappear la- 
ter, sweating. The sun rose straight 
above us, hanging heavy over our 
heads, beating on our backs and 
heads. There was no water as we 
waited for the word to go ahead, 
wondering how long it would be 
before the word came, what would 
happen when it came, how much 
opposition we would meet at the 
mouth of the barranco as we emer- 
ged- ’You could hear our Hotchkiss 
talking from the hill On our left ; 
a heavy Maxim on the right. There 
was avion overhead, seeking — 
finding? We waited for it to find 
us ; we watched its impersonal 
evolutions overhead, bank and 
turn, soar and glide, looking for 
something it should find in the 
course of time. We watched the 
stretchers coming back. 

It is possible to watch the stret- 



chers coming back in an entirely 
impersonal fashion. You note the 
severity of the wound ; you try 
to catch a glimpse of the face ; 
you- think, « There I go, back to 
the hospital * and you think, «Does 
it hurt much? *, One by one the 
stretchers came back from the 
line, weaving between the twisted 
olive trunks, moving back up the 
slope Of the' barranco, the cami- 
lleros' backs exposed to the enemy 
fire. You could not envy them 
their lobs, their lives dependent 
On and weighted with the weignt 
and the life of the comrades they 
were carrying. You watched them, 
thinking, « Tnere I go *, Or « How 
soon will it be? * and « Will it be 
bad? * You wondered how things 
were going ahead, and how soon 
the word would come, and you 
wondered where our artillery was, 
and how soon it would be before 
it Opened up, and where was the 
promised avion. You listened for it . 

You woke with astonishment to 
find that you had been dozing in 
the sun : the heat and the dust 
and the thirst, the tension — all 
had combined to undo your senses 
and relax your vigilance, and the 
body snatched at the rest it nee- 
ded, the rest It had foregone du- 
ring the hard days of action that 
had gone before. You woke with 
a start, wondering how you could 
have possibly gone to sleep in the 
face of the fire — yOu felt a sic- 
kening sensation at what you had 
done, like a man who has come 
safely through an accident and 
then suddenly recalls how close 
he had been to death and feels 
his guts turn over in his body. 
Vigilance returns, and with it the 
heightened sensibility, the ten- 
sion. Someone is eating a tin of 
sardints nearby ; you can smell 
the warm olive-oil. 

All day, in the stifling heat and 
the thirst we waited, the sun poun- 
ding our backs, the hammering 
song of the Hotchkiss loud from 
the left slope of the barranco. 

« The dammed fool ! * we thought, 

* Can't he shut up for a while? 
He’ll ruin the bore, he'll give his 
position away ! *. Dusk 1 ! brought 



the order to advance — and it 
brought other things as well. The 
unbearable tension snapped ; the 
parched lips were wet with the 
moist tongue. Oyer the right slope 
of the barranco, there came sailing, 
precisely spaced and beautifully 
colored in the failing light, tracer 
bullets like small balls of pink 
fire. They soared across the valley 
into the Hotchkiss position, but 
the gun continued to fire. From 
behind us the enemy artillery 
awoke, and the shells came over — 



you could count them as they 
came. And then you couldn’t count 
them ; they fell in no regular or- 
der, but with an almost conscious 
knowledge of where .we were — 
to left, to right, ajbead, behind, 
crashing like enormous garbage 
cans heaved by gigantic men. The 
broken earth fell on us, the crac- 
ked rock spattered against the 
unbroken >stone of the hillsides. 
We were moving forward, and the 
deepening night was loud in our 
ears. AlvaB C. B ESSIE 




ON THE GANDESA FRONT En el frenfe de Gandesa 




TELEPHONE comunJcafions dugout Chabola de comunlcaclones 




SHOVING OFF 



Ufl cmptt]6a 



BRITISH BATTALION comrade sighting the new trench mortar 
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Batallon 59 al otro lado del Ebro 



El Batallon 59 actuo con la 
misma decisidn y entusiasmo que 
sus hernmnos los demAs Batalloms 
de la Brigada, colocAndose en el 
mismo paralelo en cuanto a com- 
batividad y tsfuc rzos. 

A ptsar de haber tc-nido serios 
cdntratiempos e irreparablcs p£r- 
didas en la cstructura de sus cua- 
dros de mando y Comisarios, 
supo alcanzar todos los objetivos 
fijados a su cuidado. Entre las 
pArdidas mis sentidas y mis ne- 
cesitadas, f'guran la de su Coman- 
dante-Jefe CapitAn Marc Millman, 
la del Comisario de la Compania 
de Ametralladoras, camarada Ar- 
nold Reid y la del camarada ayu- 
dante del Comisario del Batalldn, 
Efrain Guasch, muertos por bala 
enemiga en el cumplimiento de 
su deber; pero a p<sar de estas 
enormes pArdidas, consideradas as! 
por la valla de estos camaradas 
dtsaparecidos, el Batallon llego 
a la meta, cumplieiido con dis- 
ciplina, abncgacidn y coraje en 
todo su conjunto, dcsde el dltimo 
de sus soldados hasta el primero 
de sus Jefcs y Conr’sarios. 

A cOntinuacion leereis los pa- 
sajes mAs importantes relatados 
por los Comisarios de sus dife- 
rentes Companias, que empiezan 
dcsde nuestra salida del cainpa- 
menlo y terminan en NUESTRO 
VICTORIOSO AVANCE- A si co- 
mo un juicio critico con respecto 
a las operaciones en que tomaron 
parte. 

PRIMERA COMPANIA 

« Eu esta ultima operacidn en 
que ha participado nuestro Glo- 
rioso EjArcito Popular, se puede 
deeir que la aetuacidn de todas 
mustras Unidades. ha sido bri- 
llante. Pero me limitare exclusiva- 



mente a resenar la actuation de 
la « primera Compania* del 59 Ba- 
tall6n de la XV Brigada * Inter- 
nacional tn la que soy Comisario. 

Nuestra Compania supo recoger 
en toda su amplitud las ensefian- 
zas que nos dio la maniobra del 
paso del rio, en la cual se distin- 
gui6 por su rapidez tn los movi- 
mientos y comprensiou absoluta 
por parte de Cabos, Sargent os y 
Jefes de Secci6n, de su responsa- 
bilidad como mandos inferior* s. 

Llega el momento de inieiar 
nuestra ofensiva y nuestra Coin- 
pania comprende y aplica en el 
acto las ensenanzas recogidas en 
la retaguardia. El paso del rio 
se realiza con la misma rapidez y 
ecuanimidad con que se nizo la 
maniobra. Todo sali6 a pedir de 
boca. Efltonccs de acuerdo con el 
plan de operaciones se inic.ia la 
marcha para la captura de Asc6, 
la que se realiza sin dificultad al- 
guna, haciendoda primera Com- 
pania 25 prisioiieros. La pri- 
mera Compania dio, eu la toma 
de Asc6, un ejemplo de disciplina 
y obediencia a los mandos, puts 
despuAs de ordenar el Comar. - 
dante de la Compania, Claudio 
Villanueva, que uij pelotbti en- 
trara en el pueblo para haccrsc* 
cargo de los prisiomres, el resto 
quedo fucra del pueblo, organ? - 
zado, bajo la celosa vigilahcia de 
cabos, sargentos y oficiaks, evi- 
tando de esta manera que los 
aviones fascistas que boiubar- 
deaban el pueblo, nos causaran 
bajas innecesarias ; como sucedio 
a fuerzas de otra Brigada que se 
entretenia dentro del pueblo en 
cuestiones sin importancia e im- 
prop^as del momento. 

COntinuamos nuestra marcha 
a lograr nuestros objetivos, que 
era ir sobre Gandesa y cooperar 




DELEGATES from Barcelona trade unions and People's Front organisa- 
tions addressing the 59th Battalion during one of the Battalion's fiestas 

Delegados de los slndlcatos de Barcelona y de organlzaclones del Frente 
Popular dirigilndose a los camaradas del 59 batallAn durante una fiesta del 

mismo 




HEADQUARTERS OF THE 59th BATTALION on the Gandesa front. Cap- 
tain Marjk Millman, center, Just before he was killed directing his battalion In 

action 

* 

Estado Mayor del batalldn 59 en el frente de Gandesa. El caplt&n Mak Mill- 

man, centro, muerto dlrlglendo su batalldn 



con el corte de In carretera al sitio 
de dicho pueblo. 

' Al 59 Batallon sc le mando po- 
scsionarse de un barrarico donde 
fueron dtspkgadas sus fuerzas 
para inieiar el ataque sobre Gan- 
desa. La primera Compafifa tenia 
la mision do cnlazar por el flanco 
derecho con la 23 Brigada y pQr cl 
flanco izquitrdo con la. tcrcira* 
Compania. La mision fue brillati- 
teniente cuniplida demostrando 
nuestra- Compania una gran mo- 
ral, pues a ptsar del fuego inten- 
sisinio de artilkrfa y de una gran 
pre paracibn de morteros sobre 
J barranco" que ocupaban nuts- 
tras fuerzas, a pesar de la cari- 
tidad de bajas habidas, huestra 
Compania cada vez que se le dio 
orden de atacar, ATACO. 

Aqui me coUvenci yo, de lk alta 
moral de los soldados y mandos 
de nuestra Compafiia y que han 
sabido los veteranos recoger las 
experiencias de otros combatts 
y los reclutas igualar y en alguncs 
casos superar en moral, disciplina 
y heroismo a los veteranos. 

El Comisario de la Compania, 

M. del Peso, 



ptsar de haber sido nutstro ene- 
migo como lo estas viendo. 

El ultimo pc lot on pasaba dcs- 
pkgado por donde tstaban 16s 
nut vc prisioncros que Se hicieron, 
quiencs nos mirabar sorjirendidos 
aiin, y un soldado nucslio Its dijo : 
? Veis, no Somos rusos, sino - que 
somos trabajadores espanolcs quizA 
cemd vosotios, quo luchamos con- 
tra los invasorts y por la inde- 
pendencla de nuestra patria. ». 

Ekspues de una dura 'accion, 
fuimos a una, a hacer un relevo. 
Por la noche, fuimos " atacados 
con bombas de mano por el ene- 
migo ; la cota la defendian hom- 
bres nuevos, camaradas que por 
primera vez manejaban las bom- 
bas de mano ; fut* un momento 
de peligro, pero de emocion. al 
menos lo fue para el mando, al 
verlos con* serenidad y dcstreza 
lanzar l^s bombas. A los veinte 
minuto^' renace la calma y en el 
silencio se.oytn los ayes lejanos 
de los heridos fascistas qUe correb 
hacia sus pdsiciones. I^os muclia- 
chos me (Been : $ Que, Comisario’ 
I'hemos estado bit n? muchachos! 
A Wgilar, que pronto nos rele- 
'varkn . 



' El Comisario de la segunda Com- 

SEGUNDA" COMPANIA * pania, 

1 "" , M. RamiEez 

* Al ciuzar cl Ebro con orden 

de atacar el pueblo, de Asco, jdCs- 

plegados sus hombiks, dominau . TERCERA COMPAL-JA 
sus alturas, donde* la .patrulla v \j n activist^' 

de cxploraeion ' sorprende cinco 

fasdstas. les damos alto cuatro — jVenga, aprisa!, -va gritando 
se hacuf prisioiu ros' y. el otro se el CapitAn CastiTo. 
mata ; se oyen-vopts: jSanita- ’ Hay orden de ataque, temmos 
rios! Actiden v se traia de url bt- qqe tntrar en tl barianeo... de la 
rido fascist a , oolocado <n la c - Muerte, segun los muchachos lo 
mjlla, se cUra y coh voz apecada han bautizado ; <s ntc^sario tomar 
deeja ;; no matarme, soy vino-: ,1* chta deflde la cual el etremigo 
centc ; a . sirs palabray ^ contc stb r enfila todo tl bananeo. La COm- 
Nosotros, los espanolts que Iucha- paijia , va pasando rApidamcntt^ 
mbs contra Hitler y Mussblim, no und a uno, dlstanciados. El ene^ 
matamos al prisronero, ni lo aban- migo se da cuenta de nuestro mo- 
donaaios -euando cstd herido, a vimiento y abre fuego de anna 
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autOmAtica, casi al mismo tiempo 
que los morteros tambidn entran 
en acciAn. Hay algunas bajas. 

tan intenso el fuego, que nos 
obliga a paralizar la acciAn. Toda 
la fuerza- tiene que replegarie a 
una pared, a un Angulo muerto 

? ara. guarecerse de la metralla. 

Ada la aecciAn ha pasado 150 me- 
tros mAs adelante que el restO de 
la fuerza, pero como los demAs, estA 
tambten paraUzada. FuegO de ame- 
tralladora en el frente, en su reta- 
guardla, los morterOs... De pronto 
un cuerpo avanza arrastrandose 
por el suelo. Llega haata nosotros ; 
es Feichman Bolislao, va car- 
gado de cantfanploras. Le pregun- 
tan d6nde va. 

— LOs muchachos tienen sed 
— nOs con testa — . Vby a por 



agua. 

Al poco rato estaba de vuelta 
y volvta a entrar en el barranco 
de la misma mane r a que saU6. 

El bravo muchacho, no encontrA 
o para que sus camaradas 
feran beber agua. 



A-/ A U 

peligr< 

pudler 



su pelotAn. Y en general, la ma- 
yorfa de la Compafila que se 
eOmportA como el momento lo 
exigfa 

Los golpes enseHan a los que 
no quieren seguir los consejos 
que se les dan, los hombrcs de 
nuestra Companla tomarAn bue- 
na nota de ello. AJlf donde los 
hombres avanzaban ocultos : uno 
a uno, el enemigo' no lograba ha- 
cernos bajas, mientras que los 
que no segiiian estas reglas, bien 
Caro les costaba. Por $gto decimos 
que estas batallas del Ebro 1 nos 
han legado muchas cosas buenas. 

A mAs de lo que ha reprcsen- 
tado para la Repiiblica, tenemos 
un rico caudal de experiencias 
que en los prdcsnjnos combates eni- 
plearemos. 



El Comisarlo de la cuarta Compa- 
nla, 



Jose Real 



COMPAtflA DE AMETRALLA- 
DORAS 



El Comisarlo de la tercera Com- 



padla 



Mauri 



CUARTA COMPARIA 

En esta operaciAn la cuarta 
CompaSia demostrA lo que vale 
la instrucciAn y el buen trabajo 
politico. Ya que siendo como era 
una compaflla recidn formada, y 
en la que participaban muchos 
camaradas jAvenes que no tenian 
la exp^riencia del combate, se 
hlzo usO mAs que nada de la ihs- 
trucciAn recibida, unida, natural- 
diente, a la experiencia de los 
mandos. 

Asi, pues, nuestra Compafiia, 
que mostrA su mayor brillantez 
en el ataque, donde did pruebas 
de valor y entiisiasmo, senalando 
como hechos notorios el del sol- 
dado PAez, un camarada joven 
que murid alentando a sus cama- 
radas con el grito de « Adelante, 
camaradas *, y los sargentos Vi- 
cente Pelegay Muro y GonzAlez, 
que, al frente de sus hombres 
alcanzan los objetivos que r el 
mando les senalo, manteutendo 
siempre el control y disciplina en 



Era una noche del mcs de Julio ; 
nuestros sold ados dormlan traru 
quilameiite, cuando una cometa 
de este Batalldn toed llamada. En- 
tonces soldados, oficiales, sub- 
oficiales y Comisarios nos levan- 
tamos, cogimos las mAquinas y 
nos pusimos en marcha. La mar- 
cha fuA larga; ^el cansancio era 
inmenso, pero a pesar de ello nues- 
tra moral combativa se mantenia 
bien alta, dispuAstos a continuar 
hacia adelante si era necesario. 
Descansamos por el dfa y esa noche 
camiiiamos y caminamos, Uegando 
a las cercanias del rlo Ebro. Des- 
cansamos dos dias mAs, c uando 
recibimos la orden de pasar el 
Ebro. 

Nuestros soldados, sin poner 
reparos, todo lo contrario, con la 
alegria reflejada en sus earns, 
subin a las bare as, embarcamos 
tod os y asi, aun cuando la avia- 
cidu fascist a nos ametrallaba des- 
esperadamente- nosotros conti- 
uuAbamos deslizAndonos spbre la 
corriente, impulsados por los gol- 
pes de remo de nuestros barqueros. 

Todo el Batalldn pasado, se nos 
asigna tomar los Cocos que detrAs 
del pueblo de Ascd tenian los fas- 




Tbc 59th Battalion on parade 
El batalldn 59*en desfile 




A FORMER COMMANDING POST OF THE 59th 
Puefito de mando anterior del 59 batalldn 



cistas, donde una batetia habia 
estado haciendo fuego durante 
nuestro desembarco ; pues, bien, 
lo tomamos. 

Dominados los montes de Ascd, 
continue 010s camino de Gandesa ; 
sin encontrar resistencia avanza- 
mos hasta cerca de la carretera 
Gandesa-Villalba. Nuestra infan- 
teria ataca y nosotros emplaza- 
mos nuestras mAquinas aonde 
nuestro Teniente Jefe de la Com- 
paufa nos habia ordenado y jCor- 
tainos la carretera! 

Despuds no§ relevan. Ahora, 
nuestro objetivo es el cementerio 
de Gandesa ; nuestros soldados, 
cabos, sargentos, atentos y obe- 
dientes como un solo hombre a 
nuestro Jefe camarada Diego Or- 
tiz, nada. Es de dia, la artiUerfa 
y morteros extranjeros, invasores al 
servicio de Franco, nos hacian 
grandes bajas ; se da la orden a la 
segunda mAquina de emplaza- 
miento a la derecha de aquel ba- 
rranco. Los morteros caian muy 
espesos, pero aquella mAquina 
amenazada muy seriamente en 
dos ocasiones, conservA su sitio. 
Ni la artiUerfa, ni los morteros, ni 
Jos antitanques fueron suficientes 
para desalojar a nuestros valientes 
soldados, quienes supieron de- 
fender cada *ino el pal mo de te- 
rreno a su cuidado. 

Se.da la misma orden a la ter- 
cerq mAquina, la cual cumple con 
•su niisiAn ; la primera, cuArta y 
quinta mAquinas protegiendo a la 
infanteria, tambidn estuvieron en 
sus puestos, cuinplieudo asi todos 
los combatientes de la Compania 
de Ametralladoras acompanados 
de sus mandos. 

Tenemos una fe inqutbr ant able 
porque sabemos cuAl es nuestro 
deber y estamos dispucstos antes 
de ceder un palmo de terreno a 
hacer todos los sacrificios que 
sean^necesarios. 

EL COMISARIO DE LA COM- 

paRia de ametrallado- 
ras 

Mariano CaStaveras 

Y asf fermiha la Jornada en que 
ha partJcipado el 59 -BataUAn, 
cuyOs efectivos soldados, cabos, 



sargentos, oficiales, jefes y Co- 
misarios, todos, han dado una 
muestra de coraje, heroismo y 
abnegaciAn los unos y valentfa, 
capacidad y control los otros. 
Jornada en la que sAlo han inter- 
venido fusiles, magistralmente usa- 
dos por nuestro EjArcito, y caho- 
nes, antitanques, morteros, toda 
clase de armas automAticas y 
grandes masas de aviaciAn usados 
por el enemigo para defenderse y 
contraatacar. 

Todos nuestros combatientes de 
este BatallAn, camaradas espa- 
fioles, veteranOs unos y de reciente 
ingreso los otros, camaradas an- 
daluces, valencianos, Catalan cs de 
todas las regiones, unidos a los 
camaradas intemac ionales y en 
mayor mimero los camaradas cu- 
banos han hecho una gran labor 
que ha dado por resultado el afir- 
mar mAs la unidad de nuestras 
fuerzas y demos trar capacidad 
bastante para continuar victo- 
riosos en la segunda fase de nues- 
tra consigna [ATACARI 




COMRADES of (he 59th firing a 
trench inorter on the Gandesa front 

Camaradas del 59 batalldn dliparan- 
do don un mortero en el frente de 
Gandesa 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

A Nurse Writes About 
A Returned Volunteer 

Dear Comrade C... : I hope that 
this letter reaches you. I wanted 
to write you something about Joe. 
Perhaps you have not heard yet 
that he was killed last month, in 
England, in a lorrie crash. 

I came back here to Chicago 
three days ago, after a long aD- 
oeuce Organizing Spanish commit- 
tees, looking forward to delayed 
letters from him since I had not 
had my mail forwarded. But ins- 
tead Of the letters from him, there 
was one from his family, such a 
brave one, ending with * Success 
to our cause », a newspaper clip- 
ping and a postcard of the ce- 
metery where his ashes are bu- 
ried. I was completely stunned. 
If he had still been in Spain... 
well, one is always prepared a bit. 
But not when he was safely back 
in England. 

I have been so busy since I came 
back. First the speaking tour all 
Over the States until the first of 
June and then being organizer for 
new medical branches in the Mid- 
dle West. The only personal Ufe 
or pleasure I have nad was the 
mail from him and writing to him 
and thinking about how he would 
be proud and happy because of 
the success I was having in increa- 
sing support for Spain. And that 
is snapped suddenly from me. I 
shall have to become adjusted and 
not think a dozen times a day 
that experiences must be described 
to Joe, and laughed over or scow- 
led over together. His letters were 
a great inspirational help, brea- 
thing militant confidence and per- 
severance. I shall miss them. 

There is only one way to endure 
such a loss. More intensified effort 
for the canse that was his life. 
New Spanish Aid committees will 
\>2 the monuments that I shall 
build him. And after the work, 
all my life remembering his sin- 
gleness of purpose, there will be 
similar wreathes to his memory. 
He would prefer such tribute to 
tears and grieving. 

You were fond of him too, I 
know. He was a good comrade. 
He did not waste- his living hours, 
so though we are sad that another 
fighter has been lost to the move- 
ment, we can b j proud that he 
lived and fought well, and that 
we knew him. 

If you art ever in London and 
ydu go to see his parents, try to 
find time to write me about it. 
If you should ever go to his grave, 
say Sdlud, camarada, for me 

Hasta la vista, C...... 

Salud y Victoria. 



F. M. 



PLANES BROUGHT DOWN SINCE THE BEGIN- f 

NING OF THE EBRO OFFENSIVE 

It Is more than a month since the crossing of the Ebro by the I 

Republican troops. During the offensive the enemy have | 

constantly used their air force, but owing jo the efficiency ot J 

the Republican gunners and pilots, many enemy planes have § 

been brought dojrq. Befow are some statistics of the planes | 

brought dam on the Ebro Front daring the past month : | 

BY ANTIAIRCRAFT BATTERIES 



Pollitt Impressed 
by Ebro Victor- 
ies in Visit to 
Brigade 



Bombers : 

Junker 86, 2 ; Heiokel 111, 3 ; Savota 81, 2. Total : 7. 

| Light Bombers : 

Dernier 17, 1 ; Flat B. B. 2#, 1 ; Breda, 4 Total i 6. 

1 Chasers : 

1 Unidentified plane fell on enemy lines, 1 . . . Total : 1. 

1 Total : 14 

| BY INFANTRY FIRE 

| Bombers : 

| Junker trimotors, 4; Total : 4. 



Harry Pollitt, General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of Great 
Britain, paid the British Battalion 
of the 15th Brigade on Sunday, 
August 28th., a surprise visit. 
Harry is always more than wel- 
comed by the comrades of the 
Brigade, in particular those of the 
British Battalion. This visit mar- 
ked the fifth time th^t Harry 
has cpme to Spain since the war 
has begun. He was accompanied 
by Peter Kerrigan 



| Chasers : 

= Messerschmldt, f 



IN AIR BATT1ES 

Bombers : 

Helnkel Bi motors, 7 

Chasers : 

Messerschmldt, 19 ; Flat, 47 



Total: 1. 
Total : 5 



Total : 7. 

Total : 65. 
Total : 72 



As Harry explained in his talk 
to the British Battalion, he caine 
to visit the comrades of the Bat- 
talion, and those who are in hos- 
pitals as a result of wounds suf- 
fered in the Ebro drive, so as to 
be able to report to their families 
and friends back home and to 
also report to the coming British 
Trades Union Congress. He brought 
with him, as usual, cigarets and 
chocolates. 



GRAND TOTAL : 



1 


Bombers 


18 


E: 




Light Bombers 


6 


E 


E 


Chasers 


66 


= 




TOTAL 


91 





1 Eleven pilots, only tpro of whom were Spaniards, were cap- e 

| lured. For our pprt, we lost 20 machines (2 bombers, 2 obser- | 

| vatlon planes and 15 chasers). One of these was brought down 
by antiaircraft fire, and eighteen In air battles. One chaser, 

1 whose pilot was mortally wounded In a battle, crashed on 
| landing at Its aerodrome and was destroyed. 



Spanish Consul to Philadelphia 
Greets Americans in the I. B. 
Before Leaving for U. S. A. 

August 26th> 1838. 

TO THE AMERICANS OF THE INTERNATIONAL BRI- 
GADES : 

During my recent brief stay In Barcelona, I was on the 
point of visiting you In order to receive any messages you wished 
delivered to your relatives and friends In the United States 
where I am returning to resume my post as Consul for Spain. 

For unforseen reasons I was obliged at the last moment 
to cancel a visit which would have given me great pleasure and 
honor. 

In America we all follow day by day your splendid actions. 

The American people realizes that by fighting for the victory 
of the Spanish Republic you are defending the Interests of de- 
mocracy of your own country. Every antifascist heart Is beating 
with you. 

I wish you all the best of luck and salud. I 

Viva la Reptfbllca I 

Viva la 15 Brlgada International 1 

(Signed) JUAN PEJNADO 



After having crossed the Ebro 
over a recently constructed bridge, 
Harry called on the commanding 
staff of the 35th Division where 
he was greeted very warmly. He 
spoke In detail with Major Merino, 
25 year old former university stu- 
dent and commander of the Di- 
vision, of the recent Ebro opera- 
tions. 

When Pollitt asked Commander 
Merino as to what were the im- 
portant factors which led to the 
recent successes. Merino replied 
without hesitation : * Organiza- 

tion and audacity on the part of 
our troops*. Merino explained 
further that our infantry went 
into action equipped only with 
rifle^ ridiculously few machine 
gang, but with great enthusiasm 
for the attack. It charged against 
a Franco army backed by arti- 
llery, cavalry and aviation. The 
abtUty of our soldiers overcame 
the inequality in arms, surprised 
the enemy and in one day advan- 
ced as far as the commanding posts 
of the fascist division. *If Cham- 
berlain », Merino added to Pollitt, 
« did not put so many obstacles 
in our way and permitted us to 
purchase sufficient arms, we'd lick 
Franco and his foreign legions in 
a short time ». 

After having lunch with the 15th 
Brigade commanding staff, Harry 
went immediately to the British 
Battalion where he talked indi- 
vidually with many of the com- 
rades. In the late afternoon, he 
gave a clear picture as to what is 
going on in the international po- 
litical scene to an attentive Bat- 
talion, gathered under the trees 
in' the vineyards, in spite of the 
ct^ift^nt presence of the enemy 
aviation overhead. 
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CdMO SE DEFIENOE LA INDEPENDENCI A DE ESPANA 



En orden especial del dia 28 
de agosto el Jefe de la Brigada y 
el Comisario, diicen lo siguiente : 

«Digna de todo elogio, ha sido 
hi destacada actuacidn de estos 
tiltimos dias, del Batalldn Lin ■ 
coin, ntimero 58. 

Mandos, Comisarios y Solda- 
dos, han rivalizado en valor, im- 
pidiendo con su heroismo que el 
enemigo haya podido avanzar an 
solo paso. 

A pesar de la poca proteceidn 
de las trincheras y del enorine 
fuego de artilleria y mortero, que 
el. enemigo les ha hecho, como 
desahogo de su impotencia para 
icducir su tenaz resisteneia, han 
rechazado en todo momento al 
enemigo inflingidndole gran can- 
tiaad de bajas con su certero 
fuego. 

Su moral ha venido aumentan- 
do dia a dia, renovando los laure 



les conseguidos y mostrdndose 
dignos sustitutos de la 11 Divi- 
sidn, que nos ha precedido en este 
Sector y que tantos elogios ha 
eonseguido por su aetuacidn. 

As! es como se defiende Espana 
y se ejecutan las drdenes del 
Mando, La orden era de resisten- 
cia y el Batalldn Lincoln com- 
prendiendo su importancia, la ha 
llevado a cabo de forma magrri- 
fica. 

No cabe destacar nombres, pues 
habria que copiar la lista entera 
del Batalldn . La resistencia 
opuesta al enemigo figurard al 
lado de las grandes gestas de la 
Brigada. 

A los Mandos, a los Comisa- 
dios v a todos los Soldados del 
Batalldn , se les felicita efusiva- 
mente, en esta orden especial, de- 
biendo servir de ejemplo su ac- 
tuacidn a los demds Batallones. 



Asimismo merecen mencionarse 
los Batallones 69 y 60, que han 
prestado una valiosa ayuda al 
Lincoln, con sus fuegos de pro- 
teccion y apoyo, y al 57, que an- 
tes de que el Mando diera drde- 
nes de prepararse, se ofrecid para 
su intervencidn. Su jefe hesrido, 
en el momento en que el enemigo 
atacaba las posiciones del 58, no 
quiso abanaonar su puesto de 
mando, digho ejemplo de nues- 
tros Jefes.» 

Naaa queda que anadir. Los 
elogios nunca han sido m&s me- 
recidos que en este caso. El ene- 
migo habrd comprendido a costa 
de muchas bajas, que por donde 
esta la XV Brigada estd. prohi- 
bido el paso para ellos. 

No obstante hemos de prepa- 
rarnos y acentuar la obra de me- 
joramtento de fortificaeiones y 
de refugios contra la artilleria 



Nuestra consigna de hoy conti - 
ntia siendo resistir, y la mejor 
manOra de llevarla a cabo son 
b uen as fortificaeiones en las que 
se estrellen los avances enemigos 
y desde las que a cubierto de sus 
tiros se les pueda inflingir duro 
castigo. 

Los acti vistas tienen aquf una 
oeasidn de demostrar la impor- 
tancia de su misidn. Consolidar 
las posiciones, pues con ello se 
disminuird al mismo tiempo el 
ntimero de nue&tras bajas. 

Escribid a los camaradas heri- 
dos del Lincoln, ddndoles cuenta 
de la felicitacidn y hacidudoles 
saber que su com porta mien to he- 
roics ha sido reconocido por 
todos . 

Mayor, 

JOS£ ANTONIO VALLEDOR 

Comisario de Brigada, 

JOHN GATES 




Dibujo por Antonio Pujol 
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run ofhiie ciihples h hiii dim e if n home 



Brigade rushes into breach and stops fascist advance— key 
position dominating Gandesa-Corbera highway re-occupied 
under intense artillery and aerial bombardment— tanks forced 
to retreat in panic — fascist plane brought down by infan- 
try fire — Captains Dunbar and Smrcka wounded by 
artillery, refuse to be evacuated — fascists suffer enor- 
mous casualties and re-name hill “Cota of Widows, Orphans 

and Sweethearts”. 



* Death Sector <* is the name gi- 
ven by the fascists to the territory 
in the immediate vicinity of Cor- 
bera. The name is fully justified. 
The best fascist shock-troops are 
here l>eing driven to their dixnn, 
their ranks decimated, their fate 
sealed by the unconquerable re 
sistauce of the Republican Army. 
T heir concentration of artillery of 
a hitherto unheard of scale, their 
hundreds of bombing planes, their 
heavy tanks and machine guns 
mounted on motorcycles beat vain- 
ly against the iron rock of Repu- 
blican defense. The mechanized 
force of the Italian and (derma n 
invaders is matched here with the 
superb morale and antifascist e n. 







CAPTAIN DUNBAR 

thusiasm of the defending forces. 
They have to purchase evefy inch 
of the ground at a price that lea- 
ves their ranks decimated, at an 
effort which requires them to 
squander their best available man- 
power. 

A graphic story of the epic re- 
sistance put up by the Republican 
Army is told below in the excerpts 
taken from the diary of Captain 
R. Smrcka, Chief of Information 
of the XV Brigade.. These excerpts 
'deal with last week’s fighting and 
tell the story the XV Brigade has 
played in this important action. 
Names of certain units and loca- 
tions are omitted for obvious mili- 
tary reasons. 

September, 6 . 

We are standing by. Hectic 
night. The enemy continues its 
pressure accompanied by trenien- 
duous concentration of fire. Coun- 
ted more than ioo fascist planes 
in the air. Front has been boiling 
since dawn. 

Finally our orders. We are to 
move in immediatly to prevent a 
threatened breach. Within twenty 
minutes the Brigade is on its way. 
To get there faster we are using 
camions, eight trucks going bac- 
and forth on the shell swept high 
way picking up the marching 
troops and depositing them close 
to the line. 

I am leading one of the Batta- 



lions into i>ositioii. On the way 
back I am caught in an artillery 
barrage. I am calculating chances. 
Just a day previous we had a dis- 
cussion on the probabilities of 
going through an action without 
stopping any tiling and I feel I 
am about due to get it again — 
I have been too lucky for too long. 

A shell lands close by. The ex- 
plosion covers me with dust. My 
runner is wounded but I am all 
in one piece. Another explosion 
and a sharp pain cuts through my 
right thigh. The flesh is cut rather 
badly and it hurts with a sharp 
stabbing pain but I am glad. I 
was worried that I d l>e afraid and 
now I am glad that I am not 
afraid at all. I dress my wound 
and have it re-dressed later. They 
want to evacuate me but I refuse 
and stay on. 

The enemy pressure increases. 
Shells are bursting all over and 
the fascist planes are continuously 
overhead strafing and bombing. 
Ther£ is considerable excitement 
in the Staff. The troops of another 
unit, unable to hold out any lon- 
ger, gave way permitting the fas- 
cists to advance. The Lincoln 
Battallion is rushed- into the 
breach and succeeds in stopping 
the fascists. A small advance on 
a narrow sector — this has l>een 
the result so far of the much he- 
ralded « decisive * Franco offen- 
sive on the Ebro. 

Sc ptt’uibcr. S. 

Onr Brigade is in line. I don’t 
share the opinion that; this is going 
to be’ the last attempt of Franco. 

I am sure I ,v ranco will persist in 
his efforts disregarding the fact 
that, his plans have miscarried. 
If we keep on resisting in the same 
maimer as we have done until 
now, the Ebro will mark the line 
of our victory. Franco's troops 
will bleed white here if he conti- 
nues to gain every little advance 
at such tremenduciis cost of men 
and material. 

At 14 hours the enemy starts a 
new attack following an intense 
artillery preparation. I . go to the 
lines to lead the Maekenzie-Papi- 
nean Battalion into position. I 
hold a meeting with the officers 
while John Gates, Brigades Com- 
missar, meets with the Commis- 
sars. We are under fire and a shell 
lands close by the Commissar’s 
meeting, wounding one. It's a 
light wound and the meeting con- 
tinues. My wound aches from too 
much walking, but this is not the 
time to worry about it. 

The Mack-Paps go forward in 
a'brilliant attack reoccuppying our 



previous positions that had been 
taken by tbe enemy. 

The enemy artillery concentra- 
tes 011 the Mack -Paps but they 
continue their advance, although 
the promised flank support fails 
to materialize. They advance about 
one kilometer and reoccuppy Hill — 
one of the most important higlits 
dominating the Gandesa-Corl>era 
highway. 

The Brigade is doing an excellent 
job. The Lincolns, the 59th and 
and the Mack-Paps have all re- 
occuppied the positions designa- 
ted in a brilliant manner and are 
holding fast. The British Battalion 
is in reserve, one company rein- 
forcing the other troops. The fas- 
cist attack with tanks, but we hold 
our ground. Four tanks were tur- 
ned back by rifle fire by our in- 
fantry. 



September, 9 

It looks like nice weather today. 

A i/) A shell lands right in front 
of the Brigade Staff. Three deser- 
ters from the fascist lines are 
brought to me for interrogation 
and they are rather interesting, 
different from the usual <» we only 
receive one box of sardines a 
week » type. 

Their first answer to t lie routine 
question e How did you get over 
here » is very interesting. They 
came over through the * Cotas de 
las viudas. huer/anos y novias >» 
is their answer. (The hills of the 
Widows. Orphansand Sweethearts). 



This is a new one to us. We 
have never heard of these hills. 
They explain. These are the hills 
where our positions lie. They lost 
so many men attacking them that 
the name becamed natural. 

One of the deserters was orderly 
to t Lie Battalion Commander and 
knows the fascist general Varon 
quite well. Both the Battalion 
Commander and the General were 
in the habit of discussing things 
(juite openly in his presence. 

He, too, repeated the often 
told story that the fascists officers 
are tolling all men that the Reds 
kill all their prisoners or feed them 
to the lions in the Barcelona Zoo. 
When jokingly asked « Suppose we 
were to shoot you » he answered 
with a broad grin : 

* That would be the first truth 
Franco has ever told »■ 

According to their story when 
their Battalion received its march 
orders and they found they -were 
going to Gandesa a number of 
men immediatly deserted and their 
Battalion Commander took sud- 
denly ill. 

When they reached Alcaniz, the 
second Commander of the Batta- 
lion took sick also and there were 
more attempts at desertion. When 
they arrived near the front, the 
third Battalion Commander took 
sick also \\ hich left them without 
a Captain. A Lieutenant took over 
comma lid of the Battalion, but 
when he was told that his Batta- 
lion was to attack the Hills oi 
the Widows, Orphans and Swee- 
thearts, hi refused to obey saying 
Franco himself couldn't lead his 
men to attack that position for 
which he was immediatly arrested. 

The fellow was very intelligent 
and gave a detailed account of 
General Vague's arrest and the 
demonstration by the officers which 
lesd to his reinstatement. He gave 
an amusing account of Franco’s 
diminishing prestige and the exis- 
ting sentiment 1,1 the rear towards 
the Italian and German invaders. 
Instead of if Viva Franco j » and 







THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



3 




SNIPER on the Gandesa front 
Certero tirador en el frente de Gandesa 




RAF 



<< Arriba Espaiia j » they would 
shout maliciously : 

a Viva Hiller j » or « Viva Mus- 
solini j » with some going so far 
as shouting « Viva Japdn \ * and 
* Viva Ethiopia j ». '11 le fascists 

are very sore about this but they 
eant do anything to stop it be- 
cause they always meet with the 
innocent explanation << They are 
our allies, aren’t they? *. 

They told about the great dis- 
content existing among the Minus 
which often results in open insu- 
boniation. The officers attribute 
it to agitators who go around the 
Moors saying that they will never 
see Morocco again, that they, too, 
will die here aS all the other 
Moors did who came here before 
them and once they are dead the 
officers will go through their poe. 
bets and take all their un>nev 
away from them. 

The Mo-jvs are very touchy on 
this subject since most of them 
enlisted only for six months or 
a \ car t<> return to their native 
country afterwards and live a life 
of rase mi the money they earned. 
Mliile a fascist soldier gets only 
50 cent in ms a day these. Moors get 
five to ten pesetas which is a large 
anion nt of money for them . 

.Si ) . 10. 

Spent all day at Observation 
Post. Shells landing close by all 
day long. My leg throbs with pain, 
1 ought to have gone to the Hos- 
pital. 

The Mack-Paps made another 
attack which lead them into a 
salient threarening the enemv’s 
flank. 

Eight lleinhels eanie over and 
dropped Ixmibs but only five of 
them returned. Two while points 
oil the horizon slowly develop into 
parachutes. Little later men from 
the English Battalion bring a 
crying fascist aviator to me. He 
is a Liculeiieiil . 25. years okl and 
he is crying like a child. He was 
shot down by rifle fire and each 
of onr battalions is claiming the 
honor. His name is Juan Crespi, 
the scion of a very wealthy family 
in Mallorca, a sport flyer before 
the rebellion, one of l lie very few 



Spanish fivers on the fascist side. 
He expects to be tortured and 
killed on the spot, llis tears slowly 
dry up under the eurteous in- 
terrogation and he is profuse in 
his gratitude for the treatment lie 
received. 

The Maek-Paps advance kept 
entire fascist front from advan- 
cing, the threat to their flank 
paralyzed their movement. 

A shell landed right in the midst 
of brigade Headquarters lightly 
wounding Captain Malcolm Dun- 
bar, Chief of Staff, and about 
eight others. It was a 13.5 shell, 
Dunbar received al>out 15 frag- 
ments in liis face, chest leg blit 
refuses to be evacuated and carries 
on. This is the fourth time lie was 
wounded or is it the sixth? A good 
officer, Dunbar, lie keeps calmly 
puffing oil liis cigarette while liis 
wounds are being dressed. 

Sr ptembvr, 1 r. 

The flying activity again in- 
tensifies. Our avioiis work well 
despite their numerical inferiority. 
Tlie routine and long training of 
the German and Italian flyers 
is more than made up by the 
enthusiasm and reckless courage 
of our young Spanish aviators. 

If we had more planes or anti- 
aircraft guns we could easily stop 
or paralyze the enemy aircraft. 

The enemy aviation is using a 
new type of explosive. Seems to 
be some kind of Oxygen compound. 
From my Observation Post I wat- 
ched a Dornier 17-IC drop some 
hundred kilogram bombs and the 
force of the explosion squarely hit 
me in the face although the bombs 
dropped a considerable distance 
away. 

Our troops are used to aviation 
l>y now. But they keep coining 
21-24 lxmibiiig planes at a time 
about 10-12 times a day. Savoia 8 1, 
Junkers 52-III, Ileinkel 1 1 1, each 
squad capable of dropping 50,000 
kilo of explosives. But good mo- 
rale is still better than all the bom- 
bing planes in the world. The fas: 
cist bombers have a theoretical 
bombing capacity of 750 000 kilo- 
grams a day, but our morale is 
gof xl... 



You know, when we got all 
those new Spanish recruits late 
in May, we looked at them and 
a lot of us thought * Hells Bells, 
look at the kindergarten broke 
loose », and it looked like we were 
right. Why, those kids — they 
didn't shave, some of’em would 
cry if you tried to transfer them 
jrOm One squad to another ; if you 
looked at them cross-eyed they'd 
holler for Mama. Baby-face! There 
were a lot of baby-faces among 
them, and the worst baby face I 
ever saw in Company I of the 




Lincolns was this kid Rafael. 

He says lie's eighteen years old ; 
I say he looks fourteen if he looks 
a day. He's not dry behind the 
ears ; lie never shaved ; his spindly 
legs would go well with a hoop anti 
a stick to rol the hoop ; he talks 
all the time, day and night, you 
can't shut him up. Well, the 
made him a runner. Imagine 
that a little babyface like that, 
to make a runner out of him! Why 
hell that’s a responsible job ; 
that's a job for a guy with some 
maturity, wlio will know his duty 
and do it, who'll be able to stand 
up under a lot. Yon know wliat 
I mean? Well, you should know 
wliat I mean. 

So what? So yon live and learn. 
We of Company I learned a lot 
on top of that hill 666 in the Sierra 
de P&ndols. And one of the things 
we learned again was never to 
judge a guy by what he looks like. 
That was a hill, boy, that was some 
lull ; that was a hill to make strong 
nun weep and gnash their teeth. 
And it showed us what young 
Rafael was made of, too. 

It was liis first time at the front 
(afteT all, he wasn’t horn with a 
rifle in liis hand), and he could 
barely control his enthusiasm. He 
insisted on having a crack at the 
Fascists. It didn't make any dif- 
ference what \vc said to him ; we 
told him to keep liis head down, 
but do you think lie did? He 
didn’t. Instead, lie keeps popping 



A E L 



that cocoanut Jaead of his over the 
parapets, watching for movement 
from the Fascists’ hill. The pee- 
pholes in our parapets were too 
small for him ; he couldn’t see 
well enough out of them. So he 
kept sticking his head and shoul- 
ders over the top and banging 
away with his rifle, which is as 
long as he is, and on one occasion 
he sat up on the sandbags to take 
better aim. 

Don’t ask me why they didn't 
pick him off ; they've got pretty 
good snipers over, there too. I 
wouldn't know. But can you 
beat it? A young squirt like that? 
A babyface who ain’t even dry 
behind the ears yet? 

Sam Spiller 




LOVELY MARIA VAZQUEZ, Santander 
girl in Barcelona, defies enemy aviation as 
she goes to the «BarceIoneta» (Barcelona's 
beach, In the port area) during her hours 
off from work to take a dip Into the blue 
Mediterranean 

La hermosa MARIA VAZQUEZ, una mu- 
chacha de Santander en Barcelona, desafla 
la avlactbn enemlga y vaa la «Barce!oneta» 
(playa de Barcelona) en el Area del puerto, 
para to mar un baflo, en las boras de descaiv* 
so en las azules aguas del MedlterrAneo 
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■In the face of this barrage which fell wherever it pleased and which was 
unopposed, the men stayed put. They cared for their wounded; they Stuck with 
their guns; they lay In their pitifully shallow fortifications and talked and smoked . ,ji 



Men of the Lincoln are not li- 
kely soon to forget that hill in 
the Sierra de Pandols, which for 
purposes of military information 
was known as 666. No matter 
how long they live or how much 
modern wadfare they may see, 
that hell-hole i.ill remain in their 
memory, a nightmare come to 
lifie. They lost some of their best 
comrades there ant} they proved, 
to the satisfaction of Brigade, Di- 
vision and possibly to th.emselves t 
exactly what sort of stuff they 
were made of. 

Our introduction to’ the scene 
should have been a warning. God 
never made ' a more desolate 
stretch uf terrain, and man never 
contributed more to its further 
desolation. From the main road, 
at night, we climbed for hours, 
over broken rock ; the men swea- 
ted and groaned under the weight 
of their equipment, their guns. 
As we climbed there was not a 
man who did not thiuk : *It’s 
going to be tough getting food, 
water and munitions up here ; 
it's going to be tough for the 
woundedi. Rock walls bordered 
the goat-trails that led to the 
wind-torn summits. Near the 
crest we came upon terrain that 
had been fought aver, lost and 
recaptured by the famous nth 
Division. Here they had withs- 
tood eontant shelling ; here the 
Fascist planes had rained incen- 
diary bombs and, temporarily, 
-driven our men off. It looked 
like a landscape on the moon ■ — 
tumbled, crumbling rock, black 
and slippery; bumb-off shrubbery 
that caught our trouser-legs and 
tripped us up. We slipped and ^ 



fell, stumbled and cursed ; there 
was a bitter wind and the smell 
of wood smoke. 

Even hefore dawn it was possi- 
ble to see that there was no cover 
hjere ; there were no trees ; there 
were no bushes ; there were no 
natural cavities in the ‘rock; the 
earth itself was stone — you co- 
uld not dig in it. And there were 
no fortifications facing the ene- 
my. The men of the nth Division 
; had done the best they could ; 
thsey had scraped shallow tren- 
ches into the crest of the hilV 
and they had erected stone pa:a- 
. pets topped with, a few sandbags. 
There were the lines we had to 
hold ; and they were held. The 
men suffered from the sun’s 
heat; from thirst; from nervous 
exhaustion. Many must have tho- 
ught that the old saying that 
there is a limit to what flesh and 
blood 'can stand, was scarcely' 
true. For there seemed, for those 
five days, ta be no limit. 

The first three days were rela- 
tively quiet; a littde mortar fire, 
a little machine-gun, and the 
attack we made which did not 
attain its objective. It seems ab- 
surd to speak of an attack as 
being relatively quiet, but the 
men who went through it will 
agree that it was vastly prefera- 
ble to what followed, with noon 
of the fourth day. At that time 
the Fascists, having set their 
guns and mortars., opened up. 
They opened their guns aud the 
guns remained open for seven 
and a half hours, from noon to 
seven-thirty that night, they gave 
us everything they had, and it 
was plenty. Artillery and mor- 



tars, big >nes. There are those 
who say they prefer artillery to 
mortars, because you can’t .hear 
the mortars coining; well, you 
may have your choice ; it matters 
relatively little. Our parapets we- 
re pounded; they had the range 
and they hept the range. As each 
moment followed the moment be- 
fore it, they hammt redour parapets 
from left to right and back again ; 
they covered the back side of tbe 
hill ; they covered the left and 
right flanks. Munitions and wa- 
ter had 1 to run that gauntlet; 
stretcher bearers rarried wounded 
men through that rain of fire tbat 
seemed to fall wherever it plea- 
sed. The Fascist gunners knew 
just where we were.. 

Hour after hour tli$ shells and 
thle mortars fell; the anti-tank 
guns hammered at our parapets. 



The sand-bags fell in ; the rocks 
tlimbled ; the men withdrew from 
one section of of the trenches to 
another. And the man who says lie 
did not want to run is a liar ; 
but the men did not run. In the 
face of this barrage which fell 
wherever it pleased and which 
was unopposed, ihc men stayed 
put. They cared for their woun 
ded ; they stud: with their guns; 
they lay in their pitifully shallow 
fortifications and talked and 
smoked, waiting). Waiting for 
what? For the next shell, the 
ifext mortar, the next piece of 
whirling shrapnel. They knew 
that these positions must be 
held'; they knew the strategic 
value of these hills ; that they 
dominated our objective; that if 
they should pass again into ene- 
my hands, the cn'emy would pos- 
sess positions from which he co 
1 1 Id shell our bridge heads across 
the Fbro and make communica- 
tion with our rear impossible. 
And so the positions were held. 
And what is more, th^v were 
held the next dnv as well, when 
the enemy opened np again with 
a slightly less intense hut consi- 
derably more concentrated and 
accurate fire. The shells and mor 
tars were not lauding at the rate 
ot n hundred and twenty a minu- 
te, as they had the day before ; 
they were falling more si owl v. 
but with greater deliberation and' 
more demoralizing effect. The 
Fascists were calling their shots; 
thev seemed to take a devilish 
delight in hammering away at 
the same point on our linle, and 
it hurt. It hurt in mucji the same 
way that a sore knee hurts when 
you clumsily bang it time and 
time again. But agqin, as the 
day before, they got nowhere. 
The night before, after the barra- 
ge lifted, they tried an attack, 
an attack that was pitiful, that 
was laughable. A few of them 
came forward ; our men hurled 
grenades; the machine-guns spo- 
ke and the enemy withdrew. And 
thus they demonstrated again — 
as though it needed fnrther de- 
monstration" — that against our 
infantry, their infantry is worth- 
less They demonstrated ^ again 
how they have made their past 




MACHINE-GUN position AomhuHag Oantftsa. The town ft OaMai out h ta fatly Men fa the light hachfreantf In treat at the trees. 
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gains in this war — that without 
their superiority of mechanized 
equipment they are licked. 

For we licked them on Hill 666 
as surely as though we had taken 
add i tonal terrain. They hoped to 
blow us off that hill by sheer 
weight of flying steel. They had 
seen it work in the past — there 
wasn't an inch of that hill and 
its surrounding heights that was 
not pocked with shell-holes, that 
was not littered with broken 
shrapnel. They figured that if they 
hammered us hard enough we 
would withdraw; that through 
our broken lines their soft and 
unprotected infantry could then 
advance. Well, they hammered 
us; but it was not hard enough. 
And we did withdraw. 

But when we withdrew we left, 
for our relief, a line of fortifica- 
tions that was stronger than the 



one that we had found ; the pa- 
rapets were rebuilt and streng- 
thened' ; the sand-bags were re- 
placed and added to; the hill 
called' 666 (tor purposes of mili- 
tary information) was still wi- 
thin our lines. And it is likely 
to remain so. For there seems to 
be no limit to what flesli and 
blood can stand : men can lie 
athirst in the broiling sun for 
days ; men can carry food and 
water and munitions up precipi- 
tous grades for days ; they can 
carry their wounded comrades 
down to safety; they can lie un- 
der a shower of . howling steel 
and' wait; wait and hold on. Be- 
cause they know what they are 
doing, and why, they are doing it. 

That's more than our enemy 
can say. 

D. A. N. 



LT. GODDARD AND MINUTO 



The present campaign has pre- 
sented several instances where 
our own men, greatly outnumbe- 
red, captured and disarmed, pro- 
ceeded to turn their political guns 
On their captors with the result 
that the captors surrendered to 
the captives. If it weren't for the 
element of political alertness re- 
vealed by our comrades in these 
incidents, these narratives would 
be almost as funny as the old 
Charlie. Chaplin gag. You remem- 
ber, in the old silent film, * Shoul- 
der Arms *, Charlie went out into 
No Man's Land and returned 
shortly after, leading 4J0 German 
prisoners. * How did you do it? * 
asked the commanding officer. 
Charlie shrugged his shoulders, 
and lowered his eyes. * Simple *, 
he replied modestly — « I surroun- 
ded them*. 

A million movie-goers in the 
United States are stfll puzzled by 
this one-man encirclement, and 
perhaps an additional 100,000 
who know their political oats, 
have several theories of their 
own. Perhaps the story of Bri- 
gade Chief of Operations, Lt. Ho- 
ward Goddard, and his motorcy- 
clist, Minuto, will throw some 
light On the puzzle. 

It was the day after we had cros- 
sed the rio. Lt. Goddard wanted 
to get to Fatarella to find the Lin-" 
coin Battalion. It was along the 
road to Corbera that his jour- 
ney would taka him. Since his 
own car was not on hand, he got 
hold of Motorcyclist Minuto, and 
away they chugged . 

About a kilometer from the 
crossroads Goddard spotted about 
a platoon of soldiers, who, from 
the distance, appeared to be ours. 
As the motorcycle approached, 
however, they opened fire against 
it. Goddard shouted to Minuto, 
above the motor's noise and the 
banging of rifles, to go like hell. 

But Minuto stopped directly 
in front of them — 15 of them, 
including three cabos, half- con- 
ceded behind a stone wall off the 
rOad. 

They hollered * Manos Arribaf *. 
But Minuto had stopped because 



he wanted to argue with them — 
he still thought they were our men. 

« What the hell's the idea of 
shooting at us? We're comrades;* 
he told them in his loudest and 
most irritated Spanish. 

Answer : * WeTe not comrades 
— we're soldiers of Franco ». 

And there they were! The mo- 
torcycle was pulled up to the side 
of the road, and Lt. Goddard and 
Minuto were escorted up the moun- 
tainside, relieved of their arms. 

♦ They were all young », says 
Goddard, * and they seemed sca- 
red, not knowing what to do with 
us. After some conversation with 
them we found Out that they were 
part of the garrison at Mora de 
Ebro. They had been ordered to 
scatter and go on to Fatarella 
when our advancing troops swept 
toward Mora after we crossed the 
river. It was at Fatarella, I ga- 
thered, that the fascists were sup- 
posed to make a stand. 

♦ I explained to them that it 
was no use their going to Fatarella; 
the town was already ours. When 
they heard this they said that 
didn't matter, that they'd con- 
tinue to Corbera. When I told 
them Corbera was also ours, their 
faces showed that they knew they 
were in a tough spot. 

♦ I advised them that there was 
no sense shooting us — our troops 
were all Over the sector, and they 
themselves would be- captured 
in the long run. 

♦ While We argued, back and 
forth, with their $$tfrits percep- 
tibly drooping, we marched along. 
Presently we rail' np against the 
spots where the Lincolns were 
fighting against some Fascists. 
By that time we had established 
better relations with the group 
of fifteen. They were all very cu- 
rious and very friendly. The cabos 
finally decided to talk it over with 
the men. When the conference was 
over* they all decided ,to stack up 
their rifles and make a pile of their 
hand granades, which they did. 
Then they returned my pistol, 
and turned themselves over to 
us as prisoners. They felt pretty 
serene about it all — I had already 




LEAD I HQ in the fascist prisoners 
Oonducienrdo prlsloneros fasclstas 




THROWING a cable support across the Ebro 
ECHANDO un cable de soporfe a trsv£s del Ebro 



explained that prisoners of war 
are not harmed by our side. 

♦ After surrendering, they were 
happy for the first time since we 
had encountered them. They sang 
songs, and explained that all of 
them — except one — had rela- 
tives on our side, whom they were 
very anxious to see. 

* When we returned to the spot 
where we had left our mcrtotcycle, 
it was gone. The time it took for 
us to return to Brigade was a time 
of anguish for Minuto. But when 
wc arrived the cycle was there. * 

Postscript : When Lt. Goddard 
and Minuto showed up with their 
fifteen prisoners at Brigade head- 
quarters, they were greeted with 
more than an ordinary welcome. 
Many rumors had preceded their 
arrival — one of them to the 
effect that their dead bodies had 
been seen! 

Eplor 



CARRYING ft wounded 
00 m rad* to safety 

LLEVANDO un Cftmaradt 
horMo • ftltlo seguro 
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LOOK PRETTY PLEASE 



with the paper is hard to esta- 
blish, and all copy, messages and 
pictures must travel a slow and 
roundabout route, which makes 



by Harry Randall, Brigade Chief Photographer 



it impossible to rush pictures to 
the preS6. Contact between the 
front Lines and the laboratory 



When the photographic section mobile unit, and our laboratory has 
of the XVth International Bri- to be prepared to move ■ — like our 
gadc Commissariat was establis- soldiers — at a moment's notice, 
lied, its tasks were seen as three- ;This proves somewhat inconve- 
fold : first, to make a photogra- nient whtn we have a batch of 
pliic record of the XVth Brigade developed films, which require 
— where we have been, what four to eighteen hours to dry de- 
we have done and who has done pending on weather conditions, 
it — - second, to make pictures for You have to make the best of it. 
our press. fThe Volunteer for Slightly irrelevant to strictly 
Liberty and third, to make pic- photographic matters — but ini- 
tures for use abroad, in England, portant to the photographers — is 
the United States and Canada— the fact that we are frcquently 
to aid in developing support for located in a town some distance 
the Loyalist struggle against fas- from any other Brigade unit, 
cism, and for the International Vo- Where and what to eat then 
Lunteers. becomes a problem. It has hap- 

The first two of these tasks pened that every day One or ano- 
have been fulfilled, within the ther of us would have to hitch- 
1 imitations imposed by a perma- hike to the intendcncia for ra- 
neiit scarcity of film and photo- tions. Adiich mi ant that much 
graphic paper, and the difficul- Uss time for working in the lab- 
tics of working under war condi- and labwork never seems to be 
tions. Running water and a more finished- But the generous hos- 
or less dependable supply of elec- pitality of the Spanish people has, 
tricity are indispensable. But as on occasions solved this problem 
we all know, our Brigade is a very for us. They have prepared many 



alone is slow enough, so * In at 
tasty meals with our rations, often one, out at five theyre done* 
adding greens from their own gar- certainly doesn’t apply here] 
dens and usually refusing any pay Our greatest handicap, at all 
for their work. When the time times, has been the lack of film 
has come- for us to leave for ano- and printing paper. At one time 
ther position, these families have . these supplies could be purchased 
frequently prepared farewell din- in small quantities, but at the 
ners for us, dinners which repre- present time this ^ material cannot 
seiitcd the best of Spanish cooking, be found in Spain, and repeated 
During the past three months attempts to get supplies from 
our position has been somewhat abroael have met with complete 
more settled and our problems failure. This shortage has, there- 
have been more easily solved, fore, made it impossible to mute 

Our lab is established with the any decent amount of pictures for 

Auto Talk garage, and although use abroad. In addition, a reat 

the comrades who keep the Bri- tangle of red tape must be di * 

gade's camions rolling are a h&xd- tangled before it be comes pos- 
working gang, they have given sible to safely transport pictures 
us their whole -lie arte d cooperation, out of the^ country. Lack of sup- 
A large selection of our liisto- plies, again, has prevented us 
rical pictures are being used, at from making copies of photos 
the moment, m a photographic for °ur comrades in the Brigade, 
album which the Commissariat even when it has been apparent 
is now preparing. It should go that the pictures requested could 
to press within the next three be of immense publicity value 
weeks. But it has frequently hap- abroad. Those pictures which we 
pened that the pictures used in have sold to individuals have, 
* The Volunteer *> have not been for the most part, been extra 




the most suitable. Direct contact copies which were no longer nce- 




BRINGING up the boats 



TRAYENDO las barcas EVACUT1NG THE WOUNDED 



EVACUANDO LOS HERIDOS 




THE MULE BAIKS 



LA MULA SE REVELA 



RUSHING the rlverbank under lire 



PASANDO LA RIBERA bajo el fuefo 
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ded for the purposes for which 
they were originally made. 

Of the two photographers who 
take pictures for the Brigade, at 
least one is always with the Bri- 
gade itself, and whenever possible 
both are at the front when we are 
in a:tion. The finest set of action 
pictures we have ever had were 
taken by Tony Drossel when we 
captured Quinto and Belchite. 

But unfortunately, the best part 
of these negatives were lost by a 
comrade who * borrowed * tjiem, 
in order to have codics made in 
mile in Valencia, Bver since this 
tragicexperience, we have guarded 
our negatives like a treasiretrove. 

We ha/e a fine set of photo- 
graphs of the Brigade at Teruel 
an 1 its srrrouniing regions. Our 
best ca : tt;ra, anl all the photos 
taken at B dchite, Albalate and 
H Jar during the retreat in March, 
were lost at Alcaiaiz when the Fas- 
cists took that town. During the 
rest of the retreat Comrade Ka- 
tine an l I w rj^vithout film, and 
were, naturally; cut off from our 
base of supplies. We found our- 
s;lves, accordingly, acting as run- 
ners, amniu'tion carriers, guards, 
observers — anythingthat was nee- 
ded during those chaotic days. 
Contrail Oieraka and Drossei 
managed to save our most im- 



portant laboratory equipment, and 
they brought all our files and 
records through to safety. 

In the period of reorganization 
and training that preceded our 
crossing of the Bbro, we were 
busy snapping pictures of trai- 
ning schools, delegations fies- 
tas, activists, meetings, classes, 
congresses, etc. Then the moment 
came when we prepared to attack. 
Ben Katine took a fine set of 
pictures Of Our comrades cros- 
sing the river in boats and rafts, 
of the building of the first foot- 
bridge and the first groups Of our 
soldiers to walk across it to the 
west bank Of the Bbro, ours once 
more. We went ahead with our 
troops as we advanced, and later 
made pictures of the ruins of 
towns bom bed by the Fascist pla- 
nes. And when I caught up to the 
lines, we made pictures of our 
comrades in the lines during the 
fighting — machine-gunners, rifle- 
men, the evacuation of wounded. 
The Mac-Paps were somewhat 
neglected during the first phase 
of the action, but we made up for 
this neglect during the second 
phase, so that each Battalion now 
has a record of its contribution 
to the heroic Bbro offensive of 
the Spanish People's Army. 

Harry Randaix 




HARRY P0LL1TT, General Secretary of the British Comuntst Party, speaks to the 
men of the Mac-Pap Battalion during one o( his visits to the Front 

HARRY POLLITT, Secretarlo General del Partldo Comunlsta IngMs, en $u vlsfta, 

habla a los hombres del Batallbn Mac-Pap 




ESTADO MAYOR kitchen staff on the Job 
LOS COCINEROS del ESTADO MAYOR, trabajando 



ANTI-TANK GUN HIDE-OUT 
UN CAR6N ANTITANQUE, ESCONDIDO 
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BRITISH BATTALION comrades building a shelter hut. 
LOS CAMARADAS DEL BATALL6N 1NGL&S construyen abrlgoa 
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DISHING out the grub during the Battalion fiesta on July 18 
SlRVJENDOJa comlda al Baialldn durante la fiesta del 18 de Julio 



HILL 

by MORRIS L. MILLER 57th Battalion 



The history of the British Bat- 
talion in the last action is a record 
of high morale, of discipline and 
of doggedness in a series of attacks 
against fortifications which could 
hive withstood: all but the seve- 
rest blasting by artillery ; of a 
record of attacks made beneath 
withering machine gun fire, en- 
filading from left or right, under 
artillery fire that almost uncea- 
sing and beneath the ever-present 
threat of avion. 

The first two days the Battalion 
lacked the support of Captain 
Paddy O'Daire's Company One, 
which was away on a mopping-up 
expedition. With Company Two 
in reserve, Companies Four and 
Two attacked and succeeded in 
occupying the ridges facinghill^Si. 
It was in this- action that the grim 
list of casualties among the offi- 
cers of the Battalion began : Maxie 
Nash, youngest section leader in 
the Battalion, was killed as he 
led his men Over the top, and 
Company Commander Angus re- 
ceived a severe wound. 

Observers reported that the hill 
was heavily fortified and for the 
first time the action assumed a 
serious aspect. What had previously 
ly been regarded as a light action 
became a tough proposition. 

^ On the second day, Company 
Three, Commanded by Cipnano, 
went forward to within 20 meters 
of the top of the hill and engaged 
in hand grenade combat with the 
enemy. 

That night with the help of the 
Listers on the left and a group of 
the 13th Brigade On the right, the 
Battalion carried out a night 
attack. The Listers succeeded in 
occupying the ridge, but the peak 
of it remained impregnable and 
they had to retire. 

In the morning the news came 
through that Vafio Vafio. Com- 
missar of the Third Company had 
died wile heroically leading the 
Company into action. 



< Killed by a fascist shell on the El 



| A report on the June Ac- 1 
| tivlst Congress of the 35th 1 
| Division, written by Morris ! 
| L. Miller shortly before = 
| the Brigade went into the I 
| Ebro operation, wilt appear I 
| In the next issue of « The | 
| Volunteer *. Miller's grea- I 
| test legacy to the Brigade | 
| was the activist movement, 1 
1 of which he was one of the 1 
I out standing leaders* and I 
| in whose formation and func- | 
| honing he played a major 1 
1 role. | 

fiiimmiimniiiiiKiitiimiiimmitiniiiMimwiiiiimimiiiiiiimimini 

By this time the boys wert 
thoroughly tired. Night and day 
they had made herculean efforts. 
To add to their difficulties, water 
was kilometeis away and very 
rarely could details be spared. 
Moreover, communication had not 
yet been established with the In- 
tendencia, though Bob Cooney, 
Battalion Commissar, had succee- 
ded in getting up a small amount 
of tinned stuff which tad been 
captured, from the fascists. 

Still the boys carried on without 
a murmur and when Faddy OTai- 
re and the First Company Joined 
them they went forward uncom- 
plainingly. 

All the third day, the battle 
went on. Morn’s Davis, Comman- 
der of Company Four was seve- 
rely wounded and Harry Dotson 
was killed. 

On the fourth day, Company 
Two and Company Four combined 
under the leadership of Catalayud 
and Johnny Powers and on the 
fitfh day, the last and most severe 
attack on the hill began. 

All day long it went on with 
the leading men only twenty me- 
ters away from the top of the hill 
and the rest of the men not far 
behind. The air was thick with 
machine gun bullets and the fas- 
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BATTALION FOOT-BALL game, July 18 — PARTIDO DE FUTBOL en el BatallAn 

el 18 de Julio 
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CAPTAIN SAM WILDE (standing) and Commissar Bob Cooney, Leaders of the 
Battalion which earned Itself the name of«Shock Battalion of the 15th Brigade* 
«The Battalion will always remenber Hill 481 and It will always be proud of Its 
achievements there*. 

El CapItAn Sam Wilde (sentado) y el Comlsario Bob Cooney, Jefes del Bat^llbn 
que ha conqulstado el nombre de «Batall6n de choque de la XV Brigade*. El Ba» 



djutant-Commlssar 

front ) 



cist shells were lauding in our 
forward positions. 

When Battalion Commander Wil- 
de gave the order to withdraw, 
phe last attack hod ended. Among 
the comrades we lost in this attack 
was our brave comrade, Lewis 
Clive, who had returned from the 
hospital the previous day to take 
command once again of his old 
company. He was killed while 
directing the fire of his men. 

The Battalion now earned itself 
the name of « Shock Battalion » 
of the 15 th Brigade. In spite of 
the fact that the fascists still held 
the position, the repul ation of the 
Battalion had increased a hun- 
dredfold. 

Why was this? 

First, thiougJtOut he action the 
Battalion had had the benefit of 
Sam Wilde’s experiences as Bat- 
talion Commander. Day and night 
he was at the telephone directing 
operations, in his usual blunt 
manner, ordering advance here, 
withdiawal there, regrouping the 
companies, reacting quickly to 
changing circumstances. Never ruf- 
fled by the fact that he was re- 
ceiving half-a-dozen reports at 
Once. He was a model Of resource 
and coolness. 

Second , to Bob Cooney's efforts 
as Commissar of the Battalion, 
the Battalion owed Its high poli- 
tical level. The Activist movement 
under hi6 guidance had become 
extremely sliong in the Battalion 
and the results of the unity it bad 
achieved in the Batta'ion were to 
be seen in the action. Brazell 
Thomas, Dave Guest, Joe Haik 
inga. Max Nash, Antonio Mon- 
terino and many others had shown 
by their* heioism that they were 
indeed activists, but it was not 
so much examples of individual 
ccuiage that revealed the success 
Of the Activist movement, but to 
the fact that politically and mili- 
tarily the whole Battalion had 
been influenced. Such comrades 



MAJOR VALLEDOR with some of hla officers. (Standing with paper In hand) Brigade Co ml sear John Gates Is sitting nearest 
to Valledor wllh rolled up sleeves. Next to Galea, alao anting, are Company CommanderPattyO f Dalreand George Flsl ob srw 
Sam Wilde, leaning against the tree, appears to be planning revenge against the photographer. 

EL MAYOR VALLEDOR con algunos de sus oflciales (de pie con el papel en la mano). El Comlsario de Brigade John Gates 
estA sentado cerca de Valledor con las mangaa levantadaa, al lado de Gates, tamblAn sentado, estft el Comandante de la 
Com pafl fa Patty O'Dai re y George 
Fletcher, Sam Wilde, apoyado en el 
Arbol en actitud de planear. 



a»s Taffy Foulhcs and Taffy Bri- 
chell, non-Activists, who distin- 
guished themselves in the action 
would be the first to admit this. 

Third tribute must be paid to 
the leadeis of the Battalion, Com- 
pany COmmandeis, Commissars 
and section leaders who were outs- 
tanding in their courage and re- 
source. They proved themselves — 
all of them. 

The Battalion will always re- 
member Hill 481 and it will always 
be proud of its achievements thee. 



tallbn records rA lo que aucedlben la cota 481 y se sentirAn slempre orgulloaos 



— ALAMBRADA 



de los aconteclmlentoa que all! tuvieron lugar. 



BARBED WIRE 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 



Our fat Fascist friend in Burgos haa got the jitters, and every time 
he gets the jitters and those mean Republicans have the jump on him 
he sends out his Italian and German airplanes, loaded nith equal parts 
of propaganda and projectiles. The projectiles are no joke, but the pro- 
paganda is. 

« COme over to us », says our f. F f. in Burgos. *Have no fear that 
anything will happen to you. Here in National (sic, very sick) Spain 
you will enjoy peace and plenty *. V\JJ, we would enjoy plenty of some- 
thing or other, and the fa;t that friend Franco keeps his pilots busy 
dumping out reams of paper, means just this : that the war isn't over 
yet so far as he Is concerned. He tells us that it is over so far as we're 
concerned, but we're under no obligation to believe him, esweclally 
now that he's being harassed on liis right flank, his left flank, his front 
and his — his rear. 

So what? So it’s time to think of your Christmas shopping; for it 
looks like a long, hard winter. What does the soldier need (Mark this 
article when you mail your copy Of the « Volunteers..* home — and mail 
many copies). The Republican soldier will need : 

Strong shoes Woolen knitted gloves 

Thick Woolen socks Wool-lined leather gloves 

Woolen underwear Woolen knitted scarves 

Flannel shirts (khaki) Woolen pull-overs 

Strong pants (ditto) Knitted helmets 

Windbreakers (same color) „ Waterproof ground-sheets 

These are articles which are indispensable to the health and com- 
fort of our men here, articles which can be sent in bulk to the Interna- 
tional Brigades by our friends back home in England, America and 
Canada. They must be sent through the regularly constituted organiza- 
tions, The Friends of the Lincoln Brigade and the others. But you can 
encourage your friends, your unions and any other organizations to 
which you may belong, to make up bulk shipments of these necessary 
articles, and let the regular organizations send them on to theBrigade. 
In this Way much confusion Will be avoided, and the needs of all can 
be supplied. 

Write now, for it will be winter before two shakes of a Franco’s. 

G. L* 




MRCKENZIE - PAPINEAU Battalion Canteen 
La CANTINA del Batalldn MACKENZIE - PAPINEAU 



FIRST BATCH OF 15 BRIGADERS 
GO ON FOREIGN LEAVE 



There was a good deal of jo- 
king about the term ^French leavt » 
last week when, in pursuance of 
Government policy, the first group 
of thirty Fifteenth Brigadcrs left 
for foreign leave. Thirty more 
will temporarily desert our ranks 
this week, and the weeks the- 
reafter, until all men who have 
fourteen months in Spain and 
sixth months' front-line service, 
have enjoyed a brief vacation 
abroad. 

From the British Battalion there 
was Captain Paddy O'Daire, lea- 
der of the famous Major Attlte 
Company, a veteran with 20 
months' service to the cause 
of Spanish Democracy. Captain 
O’Daire served at the Cordoba 
front, and took Over the command 
after Paddy Daly was killed at 
Quinto. Here was one of those 
ironical incidents that war brings 
Into prominence, for Daly and 
O Daire faced each other on oppo- 
site sides during the troubles in 
Ireland. O’Daire was a leader in 
the Irish Free State Army, Daly 
in the Irish Republican Army. Te- 
niente Ted Eduards of the Bri- 
tish is numbered among this 
first group also ; he was cited for 
hi, work in the last action. 

Among Lincoln- Wasliington men 
who arc looking forward to the 
boulevards of the City of Light 
where, for* the moment, no sin 11s 
are landing and the machine guns 
do not rattle, were the following : 

Tenicnte Mike Pappas, hard- 
boiled commander of the Machine- 
Gun Company, with nineteen 
months’ sendee in Spain behind 
him ; Political Commisar David 
(Red) Drummond of the same 
Company, a fighting seaman and 
soldier; Tenicnte Elias Biegelman 
of the Lincoln Observers, who 
is proud of a coat he wore in every 



action he saw during his 21 months 
here ; Harry Hakam, former ada- 
gio dancer and jack-of-all trades, 
who possesses a shirt he wore 
into Spain, and is wearing out 
of Spain ; and Teniente Bill Hallo- 
well. Hakam, Harry Fisher (a 
Brunete boy who has seen almost 
every action since) and Bill Maher 
(now, for some reason or other, 
in the British Battalion), all came 
to France in the same ship-thc 
lie de France. All will now return, 
temporarily, to France on tha 
same wheels’. 

From the 24th Battalion there 
is Teniente Manuel Valenzuela, 
and from the Brigade Commis-' 
sariat, Antonio Pujol, his compa- 
triot. Pujol, leading Mexican artist 
whose work is known 011 at least 
three continents, hopes to spend 
a week in Mexico before he re- 
turns. Also from Brigade is the 
popular mail-man, Ernest Maho- 
ney. who will enjoy a brief res- 
pite from insistent questions ; 
Is there any mail for me? 

Joe Gibbons, original Mac-Pap- 
per, and Karl Cannon, also of the 
Mackcnzie-Papineau, leave, with 
this contingent. Cannon is a for- 
mer C. I. O. organize r from Toledo 
(Ohio), who u as wounded at Fuen- 
tes de Ebro and recovered exactly 
in time to be wounded again at 
Te-ruel. He expects to see his 
wife in Paris. 

Brigade Commander Major Va- 
Hcdor and Brigade Commissar 
John Gates addressed the men, 
bidding them farewell and wis- 
hing them a well-deserved rest. 
Both stressed the strength of the 
Government of National Union, 
which at such a time as this can 
afford to release*, if only for awhile, 
men who are so indispensable to 
tlie proper functioning of our Bri- 
gade. 



mi: it., ■ niuimm: 

| THE VOLUNTEER PRESENTS I 

| The following comrades of the ftiackenzie-Paptneau Bat- | 

I talion, who have been cited for conspicuous work In the last 1 

I action : f 

| CABO FURRIEL, JOHN MALONE : In additfMt f« his | 

| work as quarter master, he also acted as a runner, cany tag § 

| messages through heavy fire and also assisting with tha wounded. | 

| Wounded himself, he refused to be evacuated, and was wounded § 

= a second time. I 

| CABO, GEORGE FUCHIJK : Directed his men under fire | 

| with calm and assurances, carried In a wounded comrade under \ 

I fire, and when wounded In the car himself, refused treatment. f 

| CABO RAYMOND HENDERSON : Directed his men in a | 

| perfect manner during the crossing of the Ebro, organizing them i 

| Immediately after they were across. Began fortification work I 

| before anyone else, in positions opposite Hill 481. % 

| CABO THOMAS HANNON : Wounded In a bombardment i 

| seven kilometers from Asc6, where many were killed and woun- f 

| ded. Though gravely Injured, he did not want to be evacuated | 

| before he had a chance to avenge the death of his best friends, I 

| who had fallen forever. | 

| SARGENTO BOIVO SUNI : Continued to lead his men after 1 

| receiving a shrapnel wound in the chest during an enemy attack 1 

| on our positions. Always a good example, cited for his work | 

| during our crossing the Ebro and the march to Gandesa. Stayed f 

1 at his post directing fire. Holds a long front line record, inclu- | 

f ding reserve at Jarama and front-line service at Brunete, Quinto, § 

| Belchlte, Fuentes de Ebro, Azuara, Caspe, Calacelte, Gandesa, | 

| Ebro, Ebro Crossing and the Sierra de PAndols. | 
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STRANGER THAN FICTION 



It happened this Way. 

Out Battalion was the first of 
the 15th Brigade to cross the Ebio. 
We reached the enemy side wi- 
thout much difficulty. Our night 
attack had caught the fascists by 
surprise and they fled into the 
bill 8 towards Gandesa. The city 
of Gandesa was a key fascist po- 
sition, and one of our objectives 
in the Offensive. As we pursued 
the enemy over the mountains 
every man was ready for action. 
Comrade Pedro was especially 
alert, he always kept his rifle 
clean and ready, for he knew what 
it meant to fall into the hands of 
the fascists. His wife and son, his 
father, mother and sister were in 
fascist territory. He had not he ard 
from them for Over a year and a 
half. They evidently had given 
him up for dead, and he feared 
the worst for them. Now his 
thoughts were of revenge as he 
marched on. 

We marched all day till dark, 
meeting very little enemy resis 
tence except from retreating fas- 
cists groups, who fled as we fired 
upon them. Special vigilance was 
established as we approached Gan- 
desa. Every house and barranco 
Was carefully examined by our 
advance patrol before the batta- 
lion passed. Every peasant was 
questioned about enemy forces 
and t roop movements. We also 
wanted information about the 
quickest routes over the moun- 
tains to Gandesa. I went with one 
of these patrols to investigate and 
question a peasant family. It was 
dark, the house bad a dim light. 
T stationed two guarde at the door 
and entered the house with two 
other soldiers. 

The peasants were very friendly. 
They gave us water and vino to 
drink. They told ns about the 
enemy troops and the best routes 
to Gandesa. They also informed 
us that they were Loyalist sym- 
pathizers, and that their son was 
in the Republican Army. Wc were 
sceptical. We had to be cautious 
because we were in enemy terri- 



tory. We decided to search Hie 
house as a precaution. I called 
the two guards outside the door 
to assist. Some member of the 
household lit another oil lamp aHd 
that was the end of the search. 
For from all sides there were loud 
shouts of joy and crying. 

♦Padre * ♦ Madre j * ♦ Donde 

estabas? » « C6mo estfis? * * Hi jo 
mfo 1 *. 

The next thing I saw was Com- 
rade Pedro in the arms of his aged 
mother. She was trembling and 
crying. They begged on bended 
knees that their son could remain 
with them for the night, But 
Comrade Pedro knew # besb We 
must go On or the enemy would 
strike back. I promised that after 
we reached our next encampment 
and received new orders ■ — then 
Comrade Pedro could return for 
a short visit. 

A few hours later that night we 
encamped near Gandesa. I went 
to Comrade Pedro and told him 
he had permission to visit his fa- 
mily for the night. He saluted and 
off he went, a very happy man. 
He returned the next, dav full of 
stories of how his family had kept 
moving from place to place +0 
escape fascist persecution. He 
brought sad news that his wife 
and son were far in fascist terri- 
tory. 

I saw him the next day with a 
grim determinai irn on his face as 
we made our attack On Gandesa. 
His thoughts were of his family, 
now free from the fascVs. and 
h*s wife and son still somewhere 
in the territory controlled by the 
foreign invaders. He fell wounded 
On the second dav of our attack 
On Hill 481. Now he is in a hospi- 
tal anxious to get back to the 
Front. For he must fight 011 till 
he is reunited with his wife and 
son — and until the fascist inva- 
ders are wiped off the sacred soil 
of Spain. p r , nk Rofere 

Comisario de Guena — Maeken- 
zie-Papincau Battalion Bon. 6o, 
15th Tnt. Brigade. 





FIELD demonatratlon at the 85th Division 
UNA demoatracldn en la 36 Dlvlsldn 




TIME FOR A SMOKE In the trench 
HORA DE FUMAR en la trtnehera 

K 




LEO POL DO MAESTRE and JoaA 8 area no of the Special Machine-Gun Company 

LEOPOLDO MAE8TRE y JoaA 8 area no de una Compafifa Especial 

de Ametralladoraa 



MURRAY NEMEROFF and Al Goldberg of the 15th Brigade Medical Unit read 

a long letter from home 

MURRAY NEMIROFF y Al Goldberg, de la Unldad MAdloa da la XV Brlgada 

leyendo una oarta de oaaa 
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WITH CAPTURED 
N A V 



INTERVIEW 
G E R M A 



The sinister bi-moto^cd Hein- 
kcl hi soared above the Govern- 
ment lilies on the western side 
of the! Ebro, released its load of 
deadly bombs and changed di- 
rection for its return flight as the 
anti-aircraft opened up on it. Two 
years of inhuman bombardment 
from the air, by Just such German 
and Italian planes, have taught 
the Spanish people much ; and 
not the least or their achieve- 
ments is the highly increased accu- 
racy of their anti-air fire. That 
was why the Heinkel 1 1 1 , although 
it was several thousand metres 
above the Catalonian hills, was 
hit ; and that was why its. occu- 
pants took to their parachutes. 

And that is why Erich Ntu- 
mann, 25 years old, pf Berlin, 
sat on his bed in a well-guarded 
hospital for enemy prisoners a 
few days ago, his fractured left 
arm in a cast, facing a battery of 
correspondents who fired their 
questions at him as rapidly as the 
anti-air battery had fired its shells 
at his plane when it crashed On 
August 20th. 

Neumann is a pleasant but 
bewildered looking blond young 
man, at times slow and uncertain 
in Ids speech, at other times surly, 
irritated, stubborn. What struck 
me most of all was his astounding 



by EDWIN ROLFE 



ignorance of the issues at stake 
in the war. 

Why had he come to Spain? 
His answer was confused. But 
first of all there was the matttr 
of money — he thought the pay 
would be considerable ; but he was 
quickly undeedved. Although he 
said he had volunteered to go to 
Spain, all his subsequent answers 
revealed that he knew little, or 
would say little, about what he’d 
volunteered for. 

Neumann first sailed ficmHam- 
burg on November 4, 1936, lan- 
ding at Vigo a few days after. For 
a long time he worked as a plane 
mechanic then as an observer 
aiid machine-gunner. After a long 
stay in Spain with the fascist air 
forces, he returned to his native 
country. He reached Spain for 
the second time on July 6, 1938, 
a month and a half before his 
plane was brought down. 

« Did you return to Spain this 
second time by sea? » he was 
asked. 

♦ No, this time by civil plane » 
he replied. 

* Any civilians on this civil 
plane? * 

* No *, he admitted. * There 
was only the crew of our Htinkcl 
aboard *. 

* Why did you come to Spain? 



I A T O R 



Have you anything against the 
Spanish people? 4 

♦ Nothing », he answered. * As 
men against men, not nothing ». 

♦ Then why did you come*? 

♦ Because I was sent here ». 

♦ But aren’t you a volunteer*? 

♦ Yes — but even a volunteer 
has to go where he’s sent *. 

♦ Why come to Spain* ? a Swiss 
correspondent asked. * Gernjany 
didn’t lose Spain in the great 
war. This Isn’t one of the colonies 
Hitler says must be returned to 
Germany... » 

Neumann was quite confused 
by now. * The Fatherland », he 
kept repeating, * Dcr Vaterland... * 

Before then he had informed 
us that he was not a member of 
the Nazi party, nor was his father, 
a Berlin mechanic. It was to pro- 
tect his parents and family from 
punishment that he refused to 
answer many of the questions put 
to him, he explained. His father 
was employed in a large factory, 
he said, adding that unemploy- 
ment was no problem in Germany, 

♦ Is that because military pre- 
parations are in ful swing *? ha 
was asked. Neumann was not 
sure ■ — he wouldn't answer that 
question. 

♦ And is that why the prospect 



of big money’ made you, come to 
Spain *? 

He shrugged his shoulders, re- 
mained silent. 

« How do the German and Ita- 
lian air forces get along with each 
other *? we asked - 

* Our squadron works alone *, 
he replied « We have our own . 
base *. 

* But don’t you work together? 
There are invariably German and 
Italian planes in the air simulta- 
neously, over the same sectors ». 

* If they are, that’s planned 
somewhere higher up », he said. 
All he knew was that he'd rarely 
seen Italians or Spaniards, except 
for his commander who, he said, 
is a Spaniard. 

* Does this commander of yours 
speak Gel man »? 

« No *. 

* And you, do you speak Spa- 
nish *? 

* No, only German v 

* Then how are orders trans- 
mitted *? 

* He hesitated, shrugged his 
shoulders again, didn't reply. Even 
though he was a non-commssio* 
ned officer, Neumann insisted 
that all he did was carry out 
orders. As mechanic he had his 
work mapped out for him. As ma- 
chine- gunner and observer, he ne- 
ver looked downward toward the 
bomb-mutilated earth, the crumb- 
led towns * My, eyes *, he said, 

* are always in the air, on the loo- 
kout fot Opposing air craft *. There 
was no answer, either to the 
question as to how he felt about 
bombing open cities. All he did 
was his Job, he insisted ; carry 
Out orders and keep looking for 
opposing planes in the sky. The 
sight of a hundred horribly- muti- 
lated bodies of children, lined 
up On the stone floor of a Barce- 
lona morgue after a bombing, 
had never troubled him, never 
even entered his mind. All he did 
was his job. 

As we quizzed him I couldn't 
help thintorig of an Italian pri- 
soner I had visited not long ago 
— an infantryman, 23 years old, 
a member Of one Of Mussolini's 
Divisions in Spain. Unlike Neu- 
mann/ the yOung Italian was 
coarse, heavy of feature, with 
a rasping voice which even the 
melodious syllables of his native 
language could not soften. Neu- 
mann was like him in- his amazing 
ignorance of the meaning of the 
war in Spain, in his unthinking 
acceptance of the idcOiQgy Of bru- 
tadty. I visited the Italian pri* 
soner in the company of a young 
Italian- American Volunteer — a 
real volunteer, a member ©f the 
original Lincoln Battalion. And 
when we emerged from the prison, 
my companion clenched his fists 
and said, bitterly, * If that's what 
Mussolini’s' doing to the youth 
of Italy...* He said no more than 
that. 

Before we left the hospital we 
asked Neumann how long he 
thought the war was going to 
last. « Since the Ebro battles*, 
he answered *1 don't know. Be- 
fore then we thought it would 
be over soon. But now — well. 
I think it wilt be a 
time.:, » 




THESE SPLENDID antifas- 
cist girls. In s town In the 
rear, prepare the laundry 
and do the mending fbr the 
men of our Division 



EN UNA CIUDAD de la reta- 
guardia estas slmpStloae 
muchachasantlfSaolstas la- 
van y componen la ropa de 
los hombrea de finest ra 
Division 
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EXPLORADOftES 




«BE A GOOD SCOUT)) 



To an American the word scout 
has a heroic and adventurous 
connotation, Daniel Boone and 
Kit Carson, favorite heroes of our 
boyhood, were scouts during the 
glamorous days of the great Ame- 
rican frontier. 

Most of us, as kids, joined the 
Boy Scouts, in order to emulate, 
as nearly as possible, the lives of 
these daring men. And so the 
term 'scout', among the strange 




military terms of the army, has 
a familiar and a distinctly Ame- 
rican flavor that appeais, I be- 
lieve, to most of the volunteers. 
But for those Who have not yet 
lcar, ned that modem warfare has 
very little glamor or heroics, the 
Lincoln Battalion Scouts can give 
such assurance. 

When Cabo Tom 0 'Flaherty 
with his squad precedes the Bat- 
talion on our left flank during a 
night march, and Cabo Leon 
Herschman on the right flank 
scouts out the roads and caminos 
ahead, and they strain eyes and 
ears for evidences of possible Fas- 
cist patrols or forces, they will be 
able to tell you that scouting is 
just plain hard work. The Batta- 
lion travels on the road — the 



scouts climb up and down hills 
and must still remain in advance 
of the column. And when they are 
used as sign-posts to mark the 
way for the moving Battalion, 
they grin sheepishly and resign 
themselves to their ignoble jobs. 

However, scouting has a more 
exciting aspect, as the following 
details will indicate : 

During our action to the left of 
Vil lalba, the Battalion moved 
dbwn into a baranco, in order te 
be in position to follow the — th 
Battalion when it attacked a low 
hill near the entrance of the gulley. 
After dark the attack of the — th 
began, and we waited, listening 
to the din of exploding grenades, 
and to the machine-gun fire. Then 
the Fascist artillery opened up, 
and they began to drop shells 
into our baranco with remarkable 
rapidity and uncomfortable accu- 
racy. It was a bad half-hour for 
our comrades, and when the 
barrage had lifted Captain Wolff 
ordered the scouts to advance in 
atrol down the baranco, and to 
nd out where the — th had es- 
tablished its lines. 

It was pitch-dark as we picked 
our way cautiously along, meeting 
small groups of the ■ — th. We 
asked them where their lines were 
located and they shrugged their 
shoulders or pointed down the 
baranco. A little further along we 
came to a line of chavolas. There 
was a pair of legs sticking out of 
the first. I kicked the feet, thin- 
king to w ake their owner and ask 
for information. It felt as though 
I had kicked a sandbag ; and 
there was no answer. The next 
chavola contained another pair of 
unresponding legs. A little further 
atoug we pulled up sharp and stood 




80XING WATCH in the Llncoln-Waahlngton battalion 
UN MATCH de banco en el featalldn Llnooln-Washington 



silently starring at a row of bodies 
leaning agains a rock terrace in 
various grotesque position. We 
continued without a word, the 
stench of ' decaying flesh in our 
nostrils. We passed no more small 
whispering groups of the — th 
Battalion, and since we did not 
know what lay immediately ahead 
of us, we split into two groups, 
one moving to the left, the other 
continuing straight ahead. 

The latter group emerged into 
a flat, open-space that lay at the 
entrance to the baranco. HeJe the 
ground was litttred with the dead, 



sd we decided to cut to the left 
and contact our other group. 
Failing in this, we returned to our 
prearranged meeting-place, and a 
little later O'Flaherty appeared 
with his group. He reported that 
they had contacted the new line 
of the — th Brigade, which had 
just been established to the ltft 
of the entrance to the barranco. 

The next day Joe Gordon, who 
had accompanied us on the pa- 
trol, reported from the observa- 
tion-post that we had advanced 
into Fascist territory in our quest. 

LukE Hinman 



FIGHTING MEN FROM 
A FIGHTING UNION 



The nights were cold enough 
for picketing, but in the bargain 
there were the cops and the strike- 
breakers. Broken heads and even 







ARCHIE BROWN 



killings were common. On July 
5th a flock of squad-cars rolled 
up alongside the union's lot and 
ordered the men to disperse. The 
men had started to leave, when 
suddenly the cops fired into them, 
flilUng two ana wounding fifty 
others. 

Instead of breaking the strike, 
this unwarranted action by the 
police further inflamed the wor- 
kers, and San Francisco saw its 
first general strike. After ninety 
days of a bitter struggle, the sea- 
faring unions forced the ship- 
owners to their knees. That was 
in 1934. In 1936 and 1937 the per- 
formance had to be repeated, 
and as the strike was over a gioup 
of men from the Inti mational 
longshoremen & Warehousemen's 
Union sailed for Spain. They felt 
that in going to Spain they were 
merely continuing the .fight that 
started on the picket-line — a 
world- wide fight for decent living 
conditions and for human justice. 



Among that first gioup was Max 
Bowers, Hyinie (Bimbo) Biown 
and Wilbur Wellman, all of whom 
have been here over eighteen 
months, and have given a good 
account of themselves. Since they 
have been here the Union had con- 
tinued to grow and progress. The 
longs horemen and the warehouse- 
men provided the inspiration for 
the organization of many other 
unions. The former immediately 
consolidated the 4,000 mtmbtrs 
in the Bay area of Frisco — the 
warehousemen took a little longer 
to get under way. But they grew 
from, a union of 500 members (iu 
I 934) to over 8,ooo (by 1937). And 
their growth is limited only by 
the number of warehousemen in 
the Bay area. 

After the retreat from Terutl, 
Pat Suilivan and several othtr 
members of the union left for 
Spain. Pat turned up missing 
after the retreat across the Ebro. 
They tell me he didn't mind the 
lack of training ; he was anxious 
to get at the Fascists. In May of 
this year Henry Good (warehou- 
seman) an<y I (longshore) came 
over , and we saw Our first action 
across in the victorious recros- 
sing of the Ebro. 

Back home the union is still 
doing its stuff. I'd like to quote 
a letter : and now we have over 
800 participating in various sports 
activities. We txpect to have 
them all marching in the Labor 
Day Parade. Imagine, the first 
time in Frisco ’b history, a sports 
section in the Parade. Our own 
band will lead off, with the girls 
drill team following, and th* n ' 
all the ballteams in their BWtU 
new unifoTms. Of course, you 
know of Our basket-baL and 
baseball games for Spain. And 
both the Longshoremen and the 
Warehousemen send $25 monthly 
to «The Friends*.,. 

Both here and at home, the 
Union tries to go ahead. 

Archie Brown 
Political Ccmmiaaar 
Co. 1, Battalion 58 
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« R A D I O » 

JOSE RAUSELL 

PLASENCIA 

58 Batallon - 1.* Compania 

Un hijo del pueblo, natural de 
Fayos (Valencia), ha muerto he- 
foicamente en la cota 666 de la 
Sierra de Pandols, defendiendo la 
Repdblica. 

E)ra un combatieiite de los que 
mds se distiuguid en la lucha, por 
su valentla y serenidad, por lo que 
sus jefes le concedieion el mando 
de una seccidn teniendo solamente 
el grado de cabo. Demostrd en 
todo moinento ser un verdadero 
antifascista y un buen militar. 

En todo moinento did Animos 
a sus hombres, con los cuales 
con vi via siempre coino un cama- 
rada cualquiera, ensefidndoles el 
mejor camino y lugar que tenian 
que seguir para no ofrecer bianco 
al enemigo. 

Pertenecla al Batalldn Lincoln 
desde la toma de Belehite, actuan- 
dO, ademAs, corno responsable del 
grupo de fortificaciones en el asalto 
de Fuentes de Ebro, con lo que 
deiuostrd ser un buen eleinento en 
este genero de trabajo. Actuo en 
Teruel, Sierra Pedragosa, Quinto, 
Belehite, Batea, y estuvo cercado 
en Gande^a, logrando romper ei 
cerco 

Una vez principiaron las opera* 
clones del Paso del Ebro, fue uno 
de los elementos que mas s;, 1 < li s - 
tinguid. 

En la toma de Falarella, el solo 
entrd, con 18 hombres de su sec- 
cion al pueblo, haciendo honor a 
su valentla, mai ehando siempre 
al frente de sus hombres, 

En la siguiente operacidn fu6 
herido en la cabeza, negdndose a 
perinanccer inaetivo y, en todo 
momeuto marchd delante de sus 
hombres, lo que hizo que su see- 
cidn se distiuguiera en todo mo- 
inento. 

Solo, con nueve hombres, supo 
inauteneruua buena posicion mieu- 
tras no Uegarou refuerzos, siendo 
siempre el valiente aniinador de 
la lucha. 

En una de las ocasiones vino 
al puesto de mando de la compania 
con la cara uegra y le pregunte 
qu6 le liabia sucedido y su contes- 
tacidn fu6 6sta : « Milan pegat 

una tamborina que si no m’agache 
em pelen 

Ultimamente actud en Sierra de 
Pandols, donde murid heroica- 
mente, no dejando de alentar a 
los suyos hasta sus liltimds mo- 
mentos. 

Con 61 hemos perdido un buen 
camarada, un verdadero antifas- 
cists ; un hijo del pueblo, de Oficio 
albauil, que ha sulo uno de los 
heroes que han escrito su historia 
con su propia sangrt , y han dado 
la vida paia el bien del proleta- 
liado, no solamente nacional sinO 
de 1 rnunds. 

Que descanse en paz nuestro 
querido coinpadero « Radio » 

Raiudu Sans Matitiero 

Un Campana, '^8- V I T T- jK. 




LIGHT MACHINE-GUN POST 
UN PUESTO de ametralladoras llgeraa 



CARTAS DE LA XI DIVISION 



Los hombres de la XV Brigada 
sintierou un estremeciniiento de 
orgullo cuaiulo marchaban, trc- 
pauan y arunaban su camino liacia 
la Sierra de Pandols ; porque el los 
sabian que el equipo que iban a 
reemplazar en este infernal terreuo 
era el famoso y de muudial renoin- 
bre de la XI Divisidn del Ejercito 
del Pueblo espanol, que lleva el 
nombre del Teniente Coronel Kn- 
riqne Lister. Los de lister liabian 
tornado los picos de esfa sierra al 
prineipio unsuio de la campana 
del Ebro, habieiidolas conservado 
dcade eutonees. Batidos en un pe- 
quetio sector de este lado por la 
insuperable eantidad de artillen'a, 
aeroplanes y bombas incendi arias, 
que qiienid elite. ameiite este lado 
de la montaiia, volvieion a tomar 
este terreuo al dia siguiente. Cou- 
tinnaroii en esta imposible posicidu 
por m As de veinte dias, euaudo 
nosotros fuinios a reeui])lazarlo,s. 
dPero, creeis que cuanuo fneion 
reeinplazados quisieion acostarse, 
para tomar el descanso que tenian 
bien merecido? Bien, marcharon 
a descansar, j>e:o eehados en el 
suelo, con el oido pegado a el, 
eseuchaban lo que eslalxi snee- 
diendo. Supieion nueslra resis- 
teneia en las eolinas que el los 
liabian tornado, y se seutaron eu 
el suelo y nos esciibieion cartas, 
cartas que acabau de L'litregamos. 
ICstaban finnadas por JCapitam-s, 
Tenientes, Cabos, Comisarios y 
Soldados, y son miiclias. De este 
grupo de cartas, his cuales expresau 
la solidaridad (pie existc cut re 
nuestras divisiones espanolas v las 
intemaeionales, hemos seleceiona- 
do tres, puesto que es material- 
mente imposible el publicarlas to- 
das. 

Carta i. Q : 

Estimados Camaradas de la XV 
Brigada, 35 Division. — Eli estos 
dias que estamos pasaudo y vieiido 
coino res’stfs los duros conlraata- 
qnes enemigos que con tanta ar- 
tilleria y aviaciou os contrast ucan, 
adiniramos vuestro lieroisnio, ha- 
eieudo como hasta ahora nosotros 
hemos lieclio y demostrando al 
mundo de lo que es capaz el Kjer- 
eito Popular. — La Secciou Espe- 
eial del 2 lion. (Tbaelinaim), »> Bri- 



gada, 1 r Division, os saludamos 
y os pionietemos lucliar coino hasta 
ahora lo hemos lieclio para el niAs 
pronto Iriuufo de nuestia causa. ■ — 
jViva el Ejercito Popnlai! jViva 
la XV Brigada! jViva la Republics 
esianola! — E11 Campana a 24 de 
agosto de 1038. — Teniente, A. 
iilancO ; D. Politico, V. Blasco ; 
Sargent o, G. Campos ; Soldados 
D. Valdivia y Alejandio Garcia. 
(Us eopia). 

Carta 2.* : 

Hay un menibretc que dice : 
XI Division, 9 Brigada, 3 Batalldn, 
1 , a Compania. - — Queridos Ca- 
maradas conipoiientes de la XV 
Ilrigada : En estos mouieutos, 

euaudo el enemigo mds furioso que 
nimca trala de romper el frente 
el eual vosotros, junto con unida- 
des licrinanas, tan bravameute 
defend6is y por medio de su pro- 
paganda trata de sembrar la des- 
moralizaeiou eu nuestras filas, 
nosotros, rombalicutcs de la 11 
Division, os dceimos : No dndeis 
un luoniciito, dnro eon ellos, 
quebraulad sus mejores uiiidadis 
de ehoque igual ( oino liosot ) ( s 



hicimos y estamos dispu estos a 
repetirles siempre que nuestros 
mandos nos lo ordenen, hasta ob- 
tener la total limpieza de nuestro 
suelo de extranjeros y traidores 
a la Patria. — Camaradas coinpo- 
nentes de la XV Brigada : por 
nuestras madres, por nuestras es- 
posas e liijos, por nuestras novias, 
eumplid la consigna de nuestro 
Presid elite : RESlbTIR ES VEN- 
CER. — jViva la XV Brigadaj 
jViva la Republical — En Cam- 
illa, z.\ de agosto de 1938. — 
El Capitan, JuliAn Sdez ; El Co- 
misario, P. Roca ; Soldado, J . 
Alvarez. (Es copia). 

Carta 3.* : 

Hay un membrete que dice : 
5. 0 Cuerpo de Ejdrcito, 11 Divi- 
si6n, Novena Brigada Mixta. Co- 
inisariado. — Al Comandante y 
Comisario de Guerra de la 13 Bri- 
gada de la 35 Division. Estimados 
Camaradas : Ante la lucha heroica 
eue en estos dias est&is escribitndo 
qn las pAginas de la historia de 
nuestra guerra de indepeiidencia, 
no podemos por menos de enviaios 
nuestra mAs entusiasta felicitacioii 
a todos : Jefes, Comisarios, Oficia- 
les y Soldados de la mil veces 
gloriosa XV Brigada, que habeas 
sabido poner la ini ranque able ba- 
rrera de vuestros pechos llenos de 
sacrificios por la victoria, hundien- 
do banderas del Tercio y Falan- 
gistas degeneiados, que jamis 
levantardn lacabeza en nuestia 
l'atria. — Os repetimos en nombre 
de todos los combatientes de la 
Compania de Ametralladoras del 
3 « Batallon, de la 9.* Brigada, 
XI Divisidn, nuestra felicitacioii y 
saludo y esperamos continues vie- 
toriosamente nuestra ofensiva del 
Ebro, haciendo de cada metro de 
teireno libeiado y conquistado, la 
tumba del fascismo donde se es- 
trellen para siempre. < — jViva la 
Gloriosa 35 Divisionl jViva nuestio 
glorioso Ejorcito Fopjulail jViva 
nuestio Gobieino de Uni6n Na- 
cional I — Con saludcs antifascis- 
tas, el CapitAn, B. Torre ; El Co- 
misario, Francisco VAzquez ; Te- 
niente, Jacinto Gamallo ; Sargento, 
Jaime Guileia ; Cabo, Francisco 
Jarvia ; Soldado, ^Fiancisco To- 
mijfs. {V.s copia). 




PREPARING the food as well as possible 
PREPARANDO lo mejor posible el allmento 
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\m OH IRE MAXIM 

by Lt. JACK COOPER 






MACHINE-GUN PIT on the Gandesa front 
Nido de ametralladora en el (rente de Gandesa] 



The Maxim Machine Gun is 
one of the finest guns that exist. 

It us?s a 7.62 bullet, the same 
as the <(7.62 Rifle », Tukerev 
Light Machine Gun. and Dicterev 
Automatic rifle. Theoretically the 
Gun is capable of 600 bullets 
a minute. It is fed by belts'which 
hold 250 cartridges, This makes 
it possible to have the gun loaded 
for a long time. It is simply strip- 
ped and assembled. If the gun ks 
not properly cared for there will 
be many JAMS. 

What are some of the Jams 
whicha machinegunner most often 
experiences? 

1. In the. trenches at day- 
break you no:ice an enemy patrol 
moving about. As your gun is 
always ready, you attempt to 
fire. You squeeze the trigger but 
the gun does not fire automati- 
cally. Whate wrong? When the 
gun was last cleaned, it was also 
oiled. (During warm or hot wea- 
ther, heavy oil is used). During the 
night with the change in weather, 
the oil becomes even heavier. 



2. During hot weather when 
the gun has been set for automatic 
fire and has been filing a lot 
you may notice the cocking handle 
not coming all the way down to 
the roller (on the right side leaf 
of the gun). When the cocking 
handle does not reach the roller, 
the trigger will not fire. By for- 
cing the cocking handle down, a 
few shots may be fired but again 
the gun will jam. In such cases 
take the oil brush out of the grip 
handle and apply to the jails in- 
side the mechanism box. (The 
lock moves on the rails). 

3. During hot weather there 
is an exceptionally great amount 
of dust in the air. This dust accu- 
mulates in and around the gun. 
Dust mixed with oil forms small 
particles of foreign matter. These 
scratch and ruin all the fine pkrts 
of the gun, especially the lock and 
the barrel. 

All parts of the gun should be 
wiped with a clean soft, rag*Spe- 
cial attention should be payed to 
the barrel and lock. 



4. The Maxim is a water- 
cooled gun. /Water or liquid is 
always necessary in the water 
jacket. If you should he short of 
water and are very thirsty always 
remember that the gun comes first. 
If you fire the gun without water 
you may burst, expand or bend 
the barrel. Machine gun crews 
should make sur£ to have water 
containers and a reserve supply 
of water before going into action. 
During the summer it is advisable 
to have one especially assigned 
to get water up to the guns. 

5. Carelessness in loading the 
belt and the gun will cause delay 
in opening fire at the proper time. 

a) If the cartridges are not 
placed straight into the belt 'they 
will not enter the feed box straight. 
This will inable them to move onto 
the cartridge carrier of the lock. 

b) By not pulling the belt 
straight into the feed box, the 
cartridge inside the box will be 
crossed. 

In the first case {a) the feed 
box must be taken out and the 
cartridge straightened out in the 
belt. In (ft) by pushing the cocking 
handle forward and firmly pulling 
the belt with the left hand, the 
cartridge will be straightened ouf. 
This must be done quickly. 




MAJOR VALLEDOR examining enemy 
positions 

El Mayor Valledor examlnando las po- . 
slclones del enemlgo 

6. Sometimes you will have 
previously loaded t he gun pro- 
perly and had her thoioughly 
cleaned. Yet when you squeeze 
the trigger you do not sheet any 




^ 59th BATTALION machine-gunners and some riflemen 
Camaradas del grupo de ao^tralladoras del 59 batallftn, y tlradores ceftcros de fusil 



The lock' has therefore been 
prevented from moving freely. 
This retarded action prevents 
automatic fire. To remedy this 
Jam the lock must be taken out 
and all oil removed from the parts. 
After the gun has been shooting 
for a short time and it has war- 
med tip a little .oil should be applied 
to the parts of the lock. If the lobk 
moves easily, the recoil spring 
should be checked. It may be 
weak. Less than the necessary 
pressure of 9-1 1 pounds. Do not 
use sO called easy ways. Gasoline 
mixed with oil '(to thin oil) is 
no good. No oil at all applied to 
the parts is also bad. 

Such methods do not help but 
on the contrary only ruin the gun. 
Oil does not mix well with gas. 
Therefore when it is applied cer- 
tain parts are covered with gas 
and others with oil. Gasoline eva- 
porates quickly and with the 
morning dew you will find the 
gun rusty in spots. Leaving the 
gun completely dry only exposes 
it to rust. 




BRITISH BATTALION comrades mounthig machine gun during the Battalion 

fiesta, July 19 

Camaradas del batallftn 57 montando una ametralladora durante las fiestas del 

batalttn, 19 de Julio 



bullets off. You hear a tick in the 
gun. The two most common rea- 
sons for this jam are (1) broken 
firing fin (2), deep capsule in car- 
tridge. 

7. % A gun that fires without 
having squeezed the trigger is a 
« run-away gun *. The cause for 
this is that the small side of the 
spring inside the lock is broken. 
The «run-avay* can be stopped 
by puUing- one cartridge out of 
the bell. As soon as that space is 
reached, the -gun will cease to fire. 
The lock should' be immediately 
replaced. If th£re- is no spare spring 
on hand the faulty lock should he 
sent to the armory immediately. 
You should have a spare lock 
with yot at all times. 

Just before the cold weather 
arrives an article on «frozen 
guns *, damp and wet belts, will 
be written for publication in 
THE VOLUNTEER. The above 
mentioned jams are * the most 
common. 
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Harry Dobson 

Seven years ago Harry Dobson 
and I were room-mates in school. 

For more than a year we lived 
together and I soon learned to 
appreciate his many good quali- 
ties. 

Always modest and retiring 
but withal the essence of comra- 
deliress, Harry exhibited a shrewd 
appreciation of all problems facing 
the British working class.* His con- 
tributions to discussions were al- 
ways 'flavoured by a quiet but 
none the less pungent humour. 

We parted company in 1032 
and saw nothing of .each other 
till our reunion in Spain five years 
later, but in t the interval Harry 




HARRY DOBSON 

was doing big things in the South 
Wales coal-fields. 

He figured prominently in a 
number of industrial disputes and 
twice went to jail for his antifas- 
cist activities. 

In June 19J7 he came to Spain 
in a ship which was torpedoed , 
but Harry was picked up. He ra- 
pidly made his way to the front 
of affairs in the British Battalion. 
He acted as Battalion Commissar 
during Comrade Tapsell’s absence 
in England during the months of 
September and October. When 
Comrade Tapsell returned Harry 
went for a period to the officer's 
schooj. 

He returned to the Battalion 
in February this year and took 
over as 'Commissar of the Major 
Attlee Company. Throughout the 
Belchite-Caspe action he was a to- 
wer of strength, his energy being 
equalled only by his coolness. At 
Caspe he was captured by a fas- 
cist officer. Neither his calm nor 
his quick wit deserted him. He 
was carrying his rations — a tin 
of * bully * and a hunk of bread — 
in a sandbag. At the psychologi/ 
cal moment he swung the sandbad 
and bowled his captor over with 
a hefty blow to the back of the 
neck. By the time the officer re- 
covered his wits, Harry was# w^M 
out of sight. r 

After Caspe he went^Jb work 
with the Brigade Commissariat 
but even there he could not keep 
Out of trouble. In the Calaceite- 
Gandesa action he was with the 
Lincolns wnen they were cut off. 
The group he was with spent three 
days in fascist territory. The cool- 
ness and astuteness which Harry 
displayed were big factors in ena- 
bling this group to escape. 

It was only with considerable 
difficulty that Harry could be per- 
suaded to talk about tnese inci- 




TOMB 10 the memory of 1 5 Brigade comrades who fell at Sierra de Pandols 

Tumba a la memorla de los camara das de la 15 Brlgida, cafdos en las 

luchaa de Sierra de Pandols 



THE FIRST 16 MONTHS . . . 



The Volunteer 

With this issue, John Tisa, who 
has been assoc a tea with The Vo- 
lunteer for Liberty iiova. its earliest 
days, fiist as ass s ant editor and 
then as editor, turns his woik over 
to new 1 ands. 

The Volunteer for Liberty's fust. 
number appeared in Madrid on 
May 24th. 1937, under the editor- 
ship of Ra'ph Bates, noted English 
novelist and former I. B. office). 

Two months later, when Comra- 
de Bates joined the s'aff of the XV 
Brigade, Edwin Ro’fe took over 
the editorship, and shortly afte- 
wards Courade Tisa became his 
assistant. Tisa acted as editor of 
The Volunteer during Rolfes illness 
last winter ; and when Rolfe left 
to join the Lincoln -W ashington 
Battalion early in Apiil. Tisa for- 
mally became editor of the ma- 
gazine. 

There are many otheis, both 
in the B igade and out, who at 
different times have contributed 
their time and efforts .0 The Vo- 
lunteer. Outstanding among them 
are Frank Ryan, now in a fascist 
prison ; A. M. EUiott, Alex Do- 
naldson, Morris Mickenbeig, Miles 
Toma'in. Morris L. Miller and the 
noted American Negio poet and 
novelist, Langston Hughes. All 
of these men — with the exception 
of Morris L. Miller — contributed 
to the Volunteer in Madrid, before 



dents. When he did so, it was in a 
modest impersonal manner. 

After the Gandesa action he 
resumed his activities w ith the 
Brigade Commissariat and quic- 
kly w*oii the respect of his new' asso- 
ciates. 

When the Commissariat split 
up for the Ebro offensive Harry 
elected to cross the river with the 
British Battalion. 

In one of the many attacks on 
hill 481, he went over the top with 
Company four and met his death 
in a manner worthy of as brave 
art antifascist as ever lived. 

Not the least of fascism’s crimes 



Changes Hands 

it \ as moved to Harce.ona on 
January 29th of ihis year. 

, During its 16 monihs of regular 
publica iop., The \'oluntcrr has ap- 
peared sixty tim s. Despite cons- 
\an: difficulties janging fiom shor- 
tage of paper, lack of chemicals 
for making engiavinps, cessation 
of electric [lower (both in Madrid 
and Ba-ceiona), to difficulties of 
continuous contact with Brigade, 
The Volunteer /eels that its pages 
have accurately minored both the 
life of the Brigade and the outs- 
tanding events in Spain during 
these past 16 monihs. 

In addition to publishing The 
Volunteer, the editors have also 
produced such books as the «En- 
g'ish- Spanish Grammar >, and hun- 
dreds of pamphlets .leaflets and 
postcards for" the XV Brigade. 
They have a’so taken constant 
part in the general work, fer all 
of the Brigades, of the central 
Commissariat of the I. B. 

In turning over the editorship 
to his successor. Comrade Tisa 
urges the men of the XV Brigade 
to continue to send stories, poems, 
anecdotes to The Volunteer. These 
are the raw materials not only of 
a weekly publication produced 
during wartime, but also the raw- 
materials from which a definitive 
history of the XV Brigade will 
someday be wriitten. 



is that it does to death the finest 
sons of the people, the men who 
have the greatest right to live. 

But Harry is already revenged. 
The Ebro offensive in which he 
played sO brave a part has already 
caused many of his murderers to 
bite the dust. We can find conso- 
lation in the fact that Harry died 
in the knowledge that his ene- 
mes were on the run, that the 
cause for which he gave his 
life w r as advancing to a glorious 
triumph. 

Bob Cooney 

Coinmissar-British Battalion 



Major Johnson Bids 
Farewell to Men Here 

Barcelona, September 6, 1938. 

Dear Comiadc s : 

On the eve of my depailurc 
from Spain, I want to extend my 
regard to all the English speaking, 
and Spanish connadts of our Bri- 
gade and our services. I a’so w’ould 
like to take this opportunity of 
thanking all these comrades for 
the many kssons I have learned 
from them, and for the opportu- 
nity I had to work in close colla- 
boration with many of them. 

I believe that ;h : s is the correct 
moment to issue a word of wai- 
ning 'o a'l our conuades; fast, 
do not forget \hat >our individual 
experienc s have been limited ; do 
your utmost to extend \our know- 
ledge of mi'itary theory (Society's 
collective knowledge of the sub- 
ject) and so bettei equip } ouisel- 
vi s for further tasks. Second, re- 
member that discipline is not only 
a word used in discussion, it is a 
thing to be put into practice. The 
b st disciplined soldier s the one 




MAiOR JOHNSON 



jfho carries out Ids orders with 
the greatest exactness and the 
Last loss of time, using at the 
same time the greatest flexibility, 
good Judgement and initiative. 

In closing I \ ant to give all the 
comrades a goal : try to follow in 
the footsteps of Copemico Garcia , 
the best little man that I perso- 
nally knew in bpain and who will 
be heard of later in the history of 
Spains struggle for democracy 
and against the foreign invaders. 
For myself, I can qnly add that 
wherever I v ill next serve in my 
military capacity, I will always 
recall the lessons we have learned 
together ; I will always cany out 
my duty to the working class and 
aidt he struggle for demociacyand 
peace to the best of my ability. 
Good luck to you all and re- 
member that we will be v atching 
you with the greatest pride. 
Salud y Victoria. 

(Signed) Allan Johnson 
P. S? Anyone who Wants tO 
write to me (and I will reply) 
should use the following address : 
C/o Shaum, 517E. 13th Street, 
New York City, U. S. A. 



Printed la Spain -Imp. Elzevirian*, E. C.- Torrei Amat, •- Barcelona 
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The Republican Government decided to 
retire immediatly all the non -Spanish com- 
batants. 

This decision is a proof of the strength 
of the Republic, a new proof presented to 
the world of the profoundly national cha- 
racter of the struggle the Republic is waging 
against the foreign invaders. 

This is a demonstration of the desire of 
the Government to do away with all the 
pretexts of fascist intervention and with 
the tolerance and complacency with which 
certain democratic nations regard our strug- 
gle- 

It is a demonstration of the strength and 
capacity attained by the Republican Army 
which is based on the support of the entire 
people and which is led by officers who have 
Proven their ability in hundreds of battles. 

We greet this decision for all that it sig- 
nifies and for all the hopes that it offers for 
the final development of the struggle for 
national liberation. 

Disciplined as always, we'll carry out 
firmly the decisions of the Government. 

We are taking leave with profound emo- 
tions from our comrades in the trenches 
after two years of fighting and living to- 
gether gloriously. 

We are taking leave from the soil of Spain 
which we have learned to know on all the 
fronts, which we have loved, which we will 
always love as if our own country. Our 
memory is directed towards those thousands 
of our heroes who sleep on forever in the 
cemeteries of Madrid and Guadalajara, 
of Malaga and Cordoba, of Jarama, Tru- 



nete, Quinto, Belchite, Fuentes de Ebro , 
of Teruel and Pozoblanco, of Extremadura 
and Aragon. Our memory is turned towards 
our magnificient comrades who fell during 
the epic offensive and the defense of Ebro. 

We are returning to our homes proud 
of our duty well done and j>roud of the 
glory that our acts have brought to our 
country and our people. 

We are leaving the trenches of Spain but 
this does not terminate our struggle for 
liberty. 

We will continue to fight for Spain in 
our home countries, for the liberty and in- 
dependence of all the people who are now 
so gravely menaced by Hitler and Musso- 
lini. 

New and grand battles are awaiting us. 
We will face them with all our enthusiasm 
and with all the courage that characterized 
us in all our battles, wit If all the military, 
political and organizational experiences 
which we have gained through our contact 
with our Spanish brothers. 

Only the unity of all people can close 

the road to fascism his is the lesson we are 

% 

taking home from Spain. This is the lesson 
that we intend to impress on all our brothers 
at home. 

The sooner this lesson will be understood 
and applied in all countries the more effi- 
ciently will we be able to aid our brothers 
who are con inuing the struggle in Spain 
and thus bring about the speedy and final 
victory over fascism in Spain and in the 
entire world. 



IvUigi Gallo 
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VOLUNTEERS TO BE WITHDRAWN 

Dr. Negrin announced to the League of Nations 
that the Government decided to retire immedia- 
tly ail volunteers fighting on the Government side. 



In a sensational speech made before 
the meeting of the League of Nations in 
the afternoon of September 21, Dr. Ne- 
grin, Prime Minister announced the de- 
cision just made by the Republican Go- 
vernment to retire all foreign volunteers 
immediatly who are now fighting in Spain. 

The text of Dr. Negrin s speech follows 
in full : 

* 

« Mr. President : In the name of the 
Spanish delegation permit me to make 
a declaration and formulate a petition 
to this assembly. 

The Spanish Government has followed 
with profound anxiety the crisis which 
is threatening the peace at present. The 
hidden insinuations according to which 
we are desirious to see a general confla- 
gration as a solution to the fight we are 
engaged in are so impertinent that they 
merit nothing but contempt on our part. 

We are interested in the maintenance 
of peace for reasons of principle. The 
interests of a country must never come 
into conflict with the universal and hu- 
mane interests of the community of na- 
tions. And we are only interested in de- 



fending the legitimate interests of our own 
country. But we are desirious in avoiding 
a general conflagration not for the sake 
of principle alone. We are guided in 
this by our national egoism also. After 
more than two years of war we know 
very well the significance of preventing 
a world conflict. 

It is not necessary for us to provoke 
catastrophies to solve our problems. It 
would have been sufficient and it will be 
sufficient to recognize our rigths and re- 
establish our international rights that 
have been violated to assure a rapid so- 
lution to the Spanish problem. 

* 

The elimination of foreign intervention 
in Spain would assure a policy of national 
conciliation under the firm and energetic 
direction of an authoritative governm e nt, 
c nabling all Spaniards to forget these 
years of suffering and cruelties and to 
re-establish rapidly interior peace. 

Then the great tribulation suffered by 
our country might be considered as a 
baptism by fire, as a form of ransom that 
had to be paid for the renovation of 
Spain and for the rebirth of a national 
spirit the decline of which, in the past 
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generations, was in a great measure the 
cause and origin of the tragedy we are 
suffering. 

The Republic decided to withdraw imme- 
diatiy the foreign Volunteers 

And now, Mr. President, I am coming 
to the concrete point which is the motive 
of my declaration. 

In her desire to contribute to the pa- 
cification and « restraint » which we all 
desire, and in order to eliminate all pre- 
texts and possible doubts about the ge- 
nuinaly national character of the cause 
for which the Republican Army is figh- 
ting, the Spanish Government has deci- 
ded to withdraw immediatly and com- 
pletely all the non-spanish combatants 
who are participating in the fight in 
Spain on the side of the Government ; it 
is to be well understood that this with- 
drawal is to be applied to all foreigners, 
without distinction as to their nationa- 
lity, including all those who have acquired 

i 

Spanish citizenship after July 5, 1936. 

Here is, then, my petition : The Spa- 
nish Government has decided to solicit 
the Assembly of the League of Nations 
to constitute immediatly an International 
Commission with the mandate of doing 
all the investigation and verifications ne- 
cessary to guarantee the League of Na- 
tions, their member States, and the 
world opinion that the decision to retire 
the foreign volunteers will be carried out 
in its totality. Furthermore, the Spanish 
Government pledges itself to concede to 
this Commission all guarantees, all fa- 



cilities and all collaboration that they 
deem necessary to fulfill their mission. 

Tribute to the heroism and self-sacrifice 
of the Volunteers 

It is with a feeling of great sorrow that 
we regard the idea of separating our- 

P 

selves from this group of brave and selfp- 
sacrificing men who, led by a generous 
impulse that will never be forgotten by 
the people of Spain, came to our aid in 
the most critical moments in our history. 
I want to proclaim here the heroism and 
the high moral value of their sacrifice they 
have voluntarily undertook, not to sa- 
feguard petty selfish interests, but solely 
to serve and defend the purest Ideals of 
justice and liberty. We are absolutely 
certain that they will readily undertake 
this new and painful sacrifice which we 
are asking at present in order to benefit 
the cause for which they were ready to 
give their lives. 

Spain will not forget those who have 

fallen on her battlefields nor those who 

/■ . 

are still fighting on her soil ; but I feel 
safe in saying without equivocation taht 
their own countries will feel proud of 
them and this is the highest moral re- 
compensation they can receive. 

Presents a resolution 

I have the honor to submit to the 
Assembly the following resolution : 

♦ The Assembly, informed of the de- 
cision of the Spanish Government to 
proceed to retire immediatly and com- 
pletely all non-Spanish combatants who 




4 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



are participating in the Spanish war on 
the side of the Government, decides to 
accept the petition of the Spanish Govern- 
ment soliciting the naming of an Inter- 
national Commission with the aim to 
give the League of Nations and their 
member States the guaranty that the 
withdrawal will be executed in its tota- 
lity as stated in the declaration of the 
Spanish Government along with the pro- 
mise that this Commission will be given 
all guaranties, facilities and collaboration 



necessary to the fulfillment of its mission. 

'« It is decided to accede to the demand 
of the Spanish Government to recom- 
mend to the Council, without loss of time, 
the formation of such International Com- 
mission as requested by the Spanish Go- 
vernment, and to work out in accordance 
with this, all necessary practical details 
that will enable the Commission to com- 
plete its mission as soon as possible. » 

( Thunderous ovation in the Assembly) 




Una sola preocupacion poiitica en todo el 
pais y en todos los antifascistas: 



/^Mnidad contra el enemigo comun! 



Edtnonea dtl Comitanado dr Ixr ffr.palai /n.rf national* 1 
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WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS GREETS XV RRIGADE 

In a letter dated August 26, 1938 published in full below Joseph Cadden, Chairman of the 
Organizing Committee, describes tbe electrifying effect our greeting had on the Congress 



Dear John Gates and all of the American Boys in Spain : 

During the last ten days Vassar College, in the middle of quiet 
Dutchess County oil flic Banks of the Hudson has been a madhouse 
filled with the shrill voices of 6ou delegates from fifty-nine different 
countries who attended tilt- Second World Youth Congress, l'or the 



, . ■ Mil. ■. . ...lit 1 1 II | II | If ■ Iltl ■ - >' HI M I • II ■ If 1 1 |l k -f III | If i Of |1 > > • > r r ' ‘ > IHHHIl 1*1 1 ‘L; 




first time we had lots of Eatin-American representation which meant 
that Spanish was heard as much, if not more than, any other lan- 
guage and you can imagine that these same l^atin-Americans did 
everything they could to make the Congress exrfting. 

But in the middle of it all Marguerita Robles cUlne up with a book 
about the 15th Brigade with a neat message on the title page signed 
bv yourself and in the leaves a note of greeting from George Watt 
and Milton Wolff. She had come with it on the President Roosevelt 
along with twelve other Spanish delegates among the hundred Euro- 
peans and somehow had cleverly forgotten to mention the book until 
t lie m jst critical and exciting moment of the Congress when she pro- 
duced it and her presentation was made amid an uproar which would 
have thrilled all of you as much as it thrilled those of us in the hall 
at the time. There were lots of differences of opinions and many fights 
but the cheers and salutes which greeted the Spanish delegation and 
also mention of the Internatiobal Brigade were unanimous. It was 
certainly the proudest moment that any Americans at the Congress 
had. In fact it was tile only moment at which American young people 
could say that the international cooperation we all talked so much 
about was actually being put into practice by American students. 

The Congress as a whole did two things — first of all the World 
Youth Congress blossomed into a .movement since every delegate 
there represented an organization and went away convinced that his 
group at home was going to participate iu a great international effort 
to really do something concrete and immediateabout the World situa- 
tion. Secondly the Congress proved to the American public that there 
was a vital and vocal Youtli Movement throughout the world inte- 
rested in international cooperation for peace and democracy. 

The publicity the Congress enjoyed was really remarkable. Three 
thousand clippings have already been delivered by our clipping ser- 
vice and this is only a day after the Congress closed. Even the sma- 
llest town papers carried new’s of the V^assar Peace Pact which was 
signed at the end of the Congress and which scored aggression. The 
pact pledged that Youth at least would do everything in its power 
to curb aggression both in connection with the wars now in progress 
and with possible future acts which are already threatened bv the 
aggressor governments. 

We have had about 40 radio programs during the last two weeks 
and all in all we hope we have done at least a bit toward educating 
the American public. Of course in all of this education and publicity 
the Spanish delegation played a front-page role even out-shadowing 
the large Chinese delegation which had come from Hankow. 

We are sending you a hundred copies of the Commission reports 
and the Vassar Peace Pact under separate cover so that all the boys 
w-ill have a chance to read it. You will also find the description of the 
Congress in general and the list of the delegates which will give you 
an idea of its scope. 

Thanks to all of you for the book and the message and your hear- 
tening greetings have helped to bring home to all of us once more 
the corageons role you are playing in the front line of the World 
struggle. 

Another thing which the Congress proved to everyone concerned 
was that the victory of the Spanish and Chinese people is going to 
be an American victory. The Congress was under constant attack by 
reactionary Americans who called it * Red » and we saw in these attacks 
the same type of abortive attempt to kill democracy as you are de- 
feating in Spain. 

With best personal wishes as well a9 the greetings of the Congress 
as a whole, we are. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Joseph Caddrn 
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FROM ASTURIAS TO RIO EBRO 

t 



Asturias is a long way off ftom 
E ^ro — both in time and space. 
Tlie heroic defense of Asturias 
against the overwhelming forces 
of the Italian and German inva- 
ders supporting Franco is now a 
record of history, its lessons and 
experiences are now part of the 
experiences of the Spanish Repu- 
blican Army. 

The man embodying all these 
experiences. Major Jos6 Antonio 
Valledor, present Commander of 
the XV. Internacioual Brigade 
has lived to see the day where 
he could apply these lessons to 
the present fighting at Ebro to 
pay Dack the Fascists with ven- 




Major Valledor, Commander of XV Brigade, saw his 
chance to apply the lessons he had learnt in North to the 
defense of Ebro — with disastrous results to the fascists 

By SAND OR VOROS 

(Former Chief of the Commissariat of the XVI nternational Brigade) 



fireworks or outburst of tempa- 
rementand slowly changes began 
to take place. These changes were 
imperceptible at first but they 
soon made their effect felt. He 
held conferences regularly with 
his Staff placing more and more 
respo usability on the different 
departments. Organizational chan- 
ges were made tliat resulted in 
greater efficiency. 



;to resist inch by inch for 46. days ; 
’his cheating of the firing squad 
by a lucky ruse ; his sensational 
escape from the concentration 
camp after five months of forced 
'labor; his crossing into France 
— all these facts were known 
about him. It was also known 
that he has been in the revolutio- 
nary movement since his early 
youth ; that he had played an 
active role in the Asturian Revolt 
in 1934 and was condemned to 
death, his sentence later being 
commuted into imprisonment for 
life ; that the doors of his prison 
were finally opened for him when 
the Popular Front Government 
came into power. 

All the above facts plus stories 
of his indomitable courage were 
known to us all but it was dif- 
ficult for anyone to connect these 
romantic exploits with this young, 
unassuming modest chap with 
his shy boyish grin, his polite 
eagerness to please. Instead of 
striding brusquely into our midst as 
expected from a Brigade Com- 
mander his approach was very 
much like of a young cadet just 
out military school in the . pre- 
sence of seasoned senior officers, 
a nd we wondered . . . 



Brigade and I shared the admi- 
ration for its leadership with the 
rest, of the people in Spain. I knew 
I was dealing with experienced 
soldiers and I set myself out to 
learn all I could from them to 
give them the Command they 
deserved. * 



Discipline was tightened up. 
There were regular meetings with 
the commanding officers of the 
Battalions and a close personal 
contact established with them. 
I11 less time than it takes to tell 
he became part of the Brigade 
as if he had been with it since the 
beginning. 




The new Chief and the old: Valledor and Lt. Col, Coplc saying Goodbye 



Major Valledor 



geance for all the horrors and 
atrocities they have inflicted on 
his people. 

The appointment of Major Va- 
lledor marked the beginning of a 
new and advanced phase in the 
history of the XV. International 
Brigade and the Spanish Repu- 
blican Army as well'. With Va- 
lle.lor the 'military leadership of 
the Brigade fiassed into Spanish 
hands. A record of the achieve- 
ments of the Brigade under his 
leadership provides ail illumina- 
ting story of the new Spanish 
military leaders emerging out of 
the struggle — a capable, well 
trained and experienced military 
leadership which is a further 
guarantee of the eventual vic- 
tory of the Republican Army of 
Spain. 

When Valledor made his first 
appearance at Brigade Headquar- 
ters his presence went almost 
unnoticed. Stories of his record 
proceeded him — his rise from 
the ranks in the Army of the 
North to Commander of a Bri- 
gade: his taking to the mountains 
after the fall of Santander there 



Reminded of this recently when 
we were saying each other good- 
bye, Valledor explained with a 
smile : 

« 1 knew the reputation of the 



Valledor went to work and he 
worked hard. He wnet about his 
task methodically without any 



He was sensitive to every pro- 
blem no matter how little or big. 
His approach did not limit itself 
to thr purely military but was 
combined with political unders- 
tanding. He was quick to recog 
nize ability in others and would 
discuss problems of strategy and 
tac tic s with an open mind to 
derive the most benefit from 
them. 

Valledor took advantage of the 
new recruits to put the Brigade 
through an intensive period of 
training and manouvers. When 
some of the new recruits proved 
themselves superior in marks- 
manship to the seasoned vete- 
rans Valledor cleverly exploited 
the pride of the veterans to im- 
prove their marksmanship also. 
The training period was short but 
intense and tne results more than 
gratifying. The Brigade and its 
Commander entered the Ebro 
offensive confident of . their 
strength, fnlly convinced of vic- 
tory. 

(To 'be concluded iv ov.x next 
issve ) . 
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Men of the XVth Brigade felt 
a thrill" of pride when they mar- 
ched, climbed and grunted their 
way into the Sierra de Pandols ; 
for they knew that the outfit they 
were to relieve in that hellish 
terrain was the world-famous nth 
Division of the Spanish People's 
Army, that bears the name of 
Teniente-Coronel Enrique lister. 
The listers had taken these saw- 
toothed peaks at the very beginning 
of the Ebro campaign, and had 
held them ever since. Beaten 
off one small sector of the front 
by insuperable quantities of . ar- 
tillery, air bombs and Incendiary 
bombs that burned the entire 
mountain-side, they retook the 
territory the very next day. (They 
had held these impossible posit- 
ions for over 20 days when we 
relieved them. And you would 
think that once they were relieved, 
they would lie down and take a 
well justified rest. 

Well they got the rest, but 
they kept their ear to the ground 
and they knew what was going on. 
They learned of our resistance in 
the hills they had taken and held, 
and they sat down and wrote 
letters to us — letters which have 
just cOme through. They are sig- 
ned by captains, Ueutenents, ca- 
bos, comnnsars, rank-and-file sol- 
diers, and there are many of them; 
From this group of letters, which 
express the solidarity that exists 
between our Spanish and Inter- 
national divisions, we select two 
or three, as it is manifestly im- 
possible to print them all : 

Esteemed Comrades of the XVth 
Brigade, 35th Division : 

During these days when you are 
resisting the severest enemy coun- 
terattacks, which are aided by so 
much aviation and artillery, you 
vOurselves counterattack I We ad- 
mire the heroism you have dis- 
played up to the present moment, 
showing the entire world, what 
the People’s Army of Spain is able 
to do. 

The Special Section of the 2nd 



Battalion (Thaelmann), 9th Bri- 
gade, nth Division, salutes you 
and promises that we shall con- 
tinue to fight as we have up to 
now, so that we may achieve an 
early victory for our cause. 



Long Live the People’s Army I 

Long Live the XVth Brigade / 

Long Live the Spanish Republic / 

Tenlente, A.. Blanco; Delegado 
Politico, V. Blasco ; Sargento, G. 
Campos ; Soldado, D. Valdivia ; 
Soldado, A, Garcfa. 

From the gth Brigade, 3rd Bat- 
talion, tst Cchnpany of the same 
Division. Dear Comrades of the 
XVth Brigade : 

In these days when the enemy 
displays greater fury than ever, 
and is trying to break the front 
which you together with your bro- 
ther units are so bravelv defen- 
ding, and by means- of his propa- 
ganda is trying to sow demorali- 
zation in our ranks; we combat- 



taut s of the nth Division cay to 
3'ou : 

Have no doubts ; fight unflin- 
chingly ; smash their best shock 
brigades just as we did, and as 
we are always prepared to do at 



the command of our leaders, until 
the complete cleansing of our soil 
has been achieved with the wiping 
out of the foreign invaders aAd 
traitors to our country. 

Comrades of the 15th Brigade, 
for our mothers, wives, sons swe- 
ethearts, fulfil, the slogan of our 
President : « To Resist Is to 
Triumph ! *. 

Long Live the 15 th Brigade l 

Long Live the Republic f 



ComJcario, P. Roca ; Capit^n, 
JulJ&n Sfiez ; Soldado, J. Alvaitz. 

Here is another : 

Esteemed Comrades ! 

In the face of the heroic strug- 
gle, which you are writing on the 
pages of the history of our war 
for independance, we cannot do 
less than send our most enthusias- 
tic congratulations to all of you, 
leaders, commissars, officeis and 
soldiers of the thousand- times 
glorous 15th Brigade. You have 
known how to erect an impene- 
trable barrier of hearts filled with 
sacrifice for victory. You are to 
trampling own the banners of the 
Tercio (Foreign Legion) degene- 
rate Phalanglsts, so that never 
again will they be able to raise 
their heads in our country. 

We repeat our congratulations 
again, in the name of all the figh- 
ters of the Machine Gun Company 
of the 3rd Battalion of the 9th 
Brigade, 1 ilh Division ; we aa- 
lute you and hope to continue our 
victorious Ebro offensive, making 
of each meter of liberated and 
reconquered soil a barrier against 
which Fascism will smash itself — 
a barrier that will become its tomb. 

Long Live the Glorious 35th Devi - 
sidnf 

Long Live Our Glorious People’s 
Army / 

Long Live our Government of 
National Union t 

With anti-fascist greetings. 

Capit^n, B. Torres ; Comisaiio, 
Francisco VAzquez ; Tenitnte, Jae 
cinto Gamallo ; Sargento, Jaim- 
Guilera ; Cabo, Francisco Taidin ; 
Soldado, Francisco Tom6s. 



IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

TOUGHER 





Trench mortar in action 



Time : Midnight, August 1, 1938. 

Place : Near the summit of Hill 
481, Gandesa. 

Present : Lewis Clive, Lawrence 
Pr3Tne, young McGuire and the 
Author. 

Our attack has more or less 
petered out'in fact it had been 
called off — and the fighting was 
quieting down: 

Said Pryme • « Got any Tnore 
bombs, Bill? * 

* No * — I replied and then I 
remembered that there were still 
two in my ammunition bag which 
I carried slung over my left side. 
Pryme took one and elimbed the 
ridge from which the fascists were 
slinging their their grenades. 

Clive said : * Pryme, you are 
simply asking to be shot*. 

Pryme took no notice but coolly 
and deliberately let go with his 
bomb. Mine went in the direction 
of a machine gun on the right 



which had suddenly come to life. 
McGuire and I had a pot at a fi- 
gure on the sky line and then 
settled down to await develop- 
ments which came rapidly in the 
shape of a handgrenade. I was 
wounded along my left side and 
my ammunition bag was simply 
blown away. 

My wounds have kept me in 
the hospital well over a month 
already. But what if those two 
bombs had been in my bag? My 
most severe wound was on my 
left thigh, just where that bag 
had rested. 

Young McGuire helped me down 
the hill for about fifty yards and 
seeing I could get along fairly well 
he said : 

« I am going back up. » 

And he did. 

WnxiAM WAnr> 
2. Company, English B’on 
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Three poems of Spain by Bill Harrington 
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ARAGON BALLAD 

Francisco Franco, fascist chief, 

Of him is the story told, 

His « justice » fills the Aragon hills, 

His curse Is manifold : 

He’s taken toll of the North and South 

The gore it reacheth far ; 

and they tell the tale of his « charity » 

In the ring at Badajoz. 

Francisco Franco, fascist chief, 

Of the North and South is told : 

That the North and South shall open their mouth 
To a People’s flag unrolled : 

When the big guns speak to an Aragon peak 
And his foreign confreres flee — 

Ye have heard tne song « How long? How long? > 
How long to your victory? 



IN AN OLIVE GROVE 

I wandered thro’ the tortured grove 
Where’midst the ruined trees we drove 
The fiends of war to final death ; 

That they might give to you and me 
Heritage of a world set free. 

And there beneath a twisted lirntr, 

Beneath whose scars life crossed the brim ; 
There beside a riven stem 
Alone which marks the grave of men 
Who. gave their lives to see unfurled 
The standard of Man In a better world 
There J sat and the vision rose, 

A glorious galaxy of those 
Whose youth and hopes were sacrifice 
To dreams they had of a paradise 
To brave Ideals of a virtuous earth 
Their years were shed tr bring the blith 
Of a boundless joy t!ut will amply repay 
The everything that they gave away, 






rtf’ 



1 ' 'TP > * ■ r ; . .•}* f* 












. v . 1 *** f 









f^A 



.1 






fa* 


















•f . 



,» - 4 



*#* A. 



■ » "j 

. .▼ ta - 






,9 



■jsSj 






.it 



> t 









V 












i*r. 



ft?r 






, A- 



’-h* 



f*«VV 






.»« .' J*. 

*• 



■ , 

> ■ *' e't 



*. a 



A Ai 

--.T 






At 






FAREWELL 









J® 



ft-; 



■it*. 






4. 












rV 



vc-s 









% 



Hi 












' mV 

>» 



'*< 



y.ji 



U , 



r * 

:*V 



O J 



.r . , 






i 

fo- 

il?.' 






y.r 



11 



E'f- 






£ 



WVA 









/■s' 



■‘i'. 









jss 



E«'V 
























«** 



V>4-' 



ar^- 









V, 

Jfc* 



j"'. 












. V 



r-Mi 

M 



^iakoamtE 



The barren soil grows rich 
With Life’s red blood, 

And fertile peace shall hide 
This black terrain; 

Youth and joy shall thunder 
As in flood, 

To drawn the dust of war, 
The weeds of pain. 

And as the sun comes up, 
And reddened skies 
Reflect the glory of 
The sacrificed: 

A thousand voices shall 
In eeho rise, 

To greet this new-born land 
In viet'rys tryst. 
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THE INIMITABLE 



' There is not a man of us who 
did not like and appreciate Tc- 
niente Johny Cookson. Adjutant 
of the Transmission Company of 
the 1 5 til Brigade, for he combined 
the rare qualities of a man of 
science, a good organizer and 
a sincere, simple and lovable 
person. 

Nineteen months ago he was 
plunged into the early chaos ot the 
original «-t'.enie» Company. The 
first question he asked me on his 
arrival was about the ]w>ssibi]ily 
of using radio in the Brigade, and 
JnS enthusiasm and energy were 
unabated to the very last day. 
lie strutted hard to raise the 
technical Ie\cl of our Company, 
to create order out of chaos. 

The second time I met him. 
at Bru net e, lie was ma iula tiling the 
communications of the Washing- 
ton Battalion. lie was tired but 
untiring despite the man} - miles 
of wire burned by enemy incen- 
diary bombs. After a stay on the 
southern front he was back w ith 
us again at Baton and at the 
most critical times he kept l«>th 
his head and his hi, id* spirits. Left 
at Balca with the Lincolns, he 
managed to pick up most of the 
wire and practically all the tele- 
phones and with six other com- 
rades lie made his way back to 
our forces through Die enemy lines. 
On one occasion they met a fas- 
cist column marc hint; alone; the 
road : it was loo laic to escape, 
so they simply marched with 
them. When challenged they used 
the magical password * Trnns- 
missioncs * — and it worked. Two 
days later Cookson arrived with 
his little group, practically unshod, 
his clothes losn, dirty, unshaven, 
hungry and tired — but still ea- 
rrving a telephone and a coil of 
wire! 

He took interest in alt the pha- 
ses of our work, and there were 
few men who wore out as many 
pairs of alpcrgalas as he did on. 
the hills of this Spanish earth, 
t hiding the best and shortest 
wav to lay his lines. In lbs in- 
imitable Spanish, and with Hu- 
ll /lp of a black board, be could 
'instruct our Spanish comrades 




in tile science of transmissions 
better than any of our lin- 
guists. 

It was almost impossible to 
refrain from pulling Johnny's leg 
about his Spanish, but he ucv cr 
got upset about the kidding < m 
l lie contrary, lie turned his un- 
conscious humor into supposedly 
conscious humor. Such little tricks 
of lbs made lbs lectures and li.- i 
conversation not only instruc- 
tive and interesting, but also 
extremely amusing. He thought 
much more rapidly than lie could 
speak, and whenever he wanted 
to explain some tiling in a hurry 
he would skip words, interchange 
syllables and utilize peculiar ex- 
pressions we christened <• kook 
suntan j >. 

On one occasion he told me 
that three linesmen w ere *■ ada- 
mant » to go out ini tile line. Na- 
turally. I said. <• Well, let them 
go >> . « No ■>, lie said, e they are 
rather adamant >. I inquired who 
was slopping them, to which he 
replied. <> N'oUmIv ». 't hen it daw- 
m-d on me that he might nr-aii 
reluctant , which I suggested to 
him ralln-r timidly. <- Ws ". lie 
said, of course they are reluc- 
tant : can t you understand? » 

I 'or Johnny was a great lad for 
arguing. He would argue about 
scientific, |K>Iitical or ethical sub- 
jects ; about wireless, telephony 
or any subject under the sun, 
displaying a dee]) and wide know 
ledge and a subtle sense of hu- 
mor. 

In the Tlbro operation ho wor- 
ked day and night, and it was im- 
possible to make him rest during 
action. Only when we were sent 
into a reserve position would lie 
fall asleep under a tree, completely 
oblivious to the outside world. 
Kvcu the arrival of the grub would 
not wake him. 

lie was altogether unassuming 
and never seemed to 1 « » t her abou t 
his personal comfort . To see J olimiy 
with torn alpargatas, without 
blanket or un-ss kit was the usual 
tiling. And he uc\ cr grum- 
bled. 

Nor did lie lose his scieiililic 
interest in the world a I on l him. 
In the in i« 1st of a heavy shelling 
you could hear him count the 
number of seconds that elapsed 
between the flash and the deto- 
nation of a shell, in order to ral 
culale the distance ol the explo- 
sion. In his spare time lie wrote 
letters to his family. Ii lends and 
a ssoei.it es, urging them to work 
for Spain and against fascism. \l 
rest lie pcrnbllcd hiniM-lf the 
luxury of studying the <jitanlum 
theory. 

Johnny was a promising yaing 
scientist and had done .sonic v.i 
liiabh original work in crystallo- 
graphy, He had a s-.-eim- job at 
home, he had work that In en 
joyed. Vet In- considered i( hi-, 
dut v to conic here N > J Vain ! I .- 
gave all lbs eiit h usia sin. Iiisein rev. 
lbs knowledge and fin.illv hr, life 
to that cause. 




Joint Cookson (center, sitting) lecturing to the Transmission men 



aim HV IS DEU DIE YIIIHG Fill PDIPOSE...' 

77/e lethr reproduced h< low was r t reived hv Comrade Coo It son 
a (far or Ace A<- foi < ■ h /s dt o lit . 

CrcrU J'xtV. I Citron <iu. lit:;. Jo. J»V. 

M v ! )> or J i >fr i/. 

Ouee inure nr none foy, -flier hv mail --we mitslhe thankful 
for lutein /had privifeye ... 

.In hieesti yulton into C l* at deifies is now in progress tu Il'rtS- 
hin "Inn. I wo '.o/dn /-> ndto desnfed fnnu the f.oyahsl ft>rces make 
efatn/s (had any man askiny lo he sen/ home i> .'•lud, fhat ijoo .hue- 
rintn hoys <u< rirdta/lv prisomrs, ele., e/e. 7/ mi, rc/iy do so many re- 
turn? 

Kecf> up your good work. It may he in vain hul there is no ques- 
tion if l were your aye, l would also he with you. 

f rend (hi /\ M of the hontbin y of LUtn't tuna An y. IQ th. t jo peo- 
ple reported killed, 

71 iy head ft is had, my heart is play in y on!. If am not here any- 
more wh< u you return , always remember l am ylad you went over. 
A man may its well die yottuy haviuy died for a purpose than live 
a whole life without one. 

Write me as of ten as you tan, 

Love 

Daddy 




Ready for a counterattack 



We respect and admire J nhmiy 
lor his knowledge, 1 1 is splendid 
weik ; and we love him for lbs 
ai at . kind heart , w hirli toiind 
A; a i ssioii in so in. m v inimitable 
wav-.. A not Ih-r a ni i fascist hero 



is dead : but lie will live in onr 
hearts until we also die. 

James Ruskin 
Chief of Transmissions 
Will. Brigade 
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WITH THE BRITISH BATTALION 




Major Attlee Co. on parade a few days after the Ebro offensive 



All was not exactly quiet on the 
British . Battalion's sector during 
the last action of Hill 565... This 
despite the fact that the Battalion 
was theoretically in reserve, in ac- 
cordance with the accepted reser- 
ve policy of the Division, the A-rmy 
Corps and the Army..^ Two com- 
panies were detailed to work with 
the Lincolns and the 59th... These 
were the 4th and last companies, 
respectively... They saw plenty of 
action on theses two sectors of our 
front, and they brought stories 
back to the men in reserve. 

- But they gqt a story in return... 
Here is a semi-semi-semi official 
version... It seems that Sergeant 
McGuire, adjutant of Company 2, 
was in charge of a an antiavion 
squad... Said Sergeant McGuire 
had a light Czech machinegun in 
his squad, and shortly after a shell 
landed in the Brigade Estado Ma- 
yor (really, this is entirely irrele- 
vant to the story), six or seven, or 
it might even have been nine Hein- 
ker.52 light bombers came over the 
lines and set about their dirty work. 

Sergeant McGuire fired six bur- 
sts from his light automatic Czech, 
and at the last burst he suddendy 



went wild. He started to yell that 
he had hit the bloody thing, that 
his last burst had done the trick... 
Sure enough, and to the amaze- 



ment of all (probably including Ser- 
geant McGuire), the bloody thing 
came down. 

Chapter Two... It seems that the 



59th also had an antiavion squad, 
and they too were firing at the 
plane... certain it is that they laid 
claim to the credit for knocking 
down the Heinkel $2 light bom- 
ber... No reports have yet come in 
from the Lincolns or the Mac Paps, 
but it is % reasonable assump- 
tion that they will also lay claim to 
the planfe. 

Well, the pay-off (as those quaint 
Americans phrase it) is just this: 
that the Brigade has received the 
credit for wiping one German Hein 
kei 5 2 light bomber from the Ca- 
talonian skies, and nada mds ... So 
it is suggested that the antiavion 
squads had better get busy • and 
work up a little competition. If we 
knock down 4 planes, the tension 
will be easier around Brigade... 
both literally and figuratively. 

The “Volunteer's” correspond- 
net in the British Battalion is ill 
as we go to press; which may oc- 
count for the fact that this column 
is somewhat the slim side... So here 
is a slogan “Blame it on Bates”... 
But there is no reason why the Bri- 
tich comrades can't sit down and 
do a little writing on their own; 
we want it ! they want to read it 




COMMISSAR ALAN GILCHRIST 



From school teacher to soldier 
— - that’s the briefest biography 
of Alan William Gilchrist, best 
known in the XVth. Brigade as 
Commissar of the anti-tank bat- 
tery. 

At Gandesa, in our Ebro offen- 
sive. Gilchrist was Commissar 
of the Major Attlee Company of 
the British Battalion when lie 
was wounded leading a last des- 
perate rush on the famous hill 
481. 

With only 2 1 men he infiltrated 
toward the fascist fort that had 
resisted three days of pounding. 
Half-W'ay, he dropped for a mo- 
ment for cover .behind a tree 
and a rock. A machine-gun bullet 
zipped through a crevice bet- 
ween wood and stone and ploug- 
hed into his right lung. Both his 
stamina and his courage are re- 
vealed by the fact that after 
only six weeks in the hospital 
Gilchrist returned to the Bri- 
gade — ■ at his own insistence. 

He looks more like a military 
man than a schoolmaster — 25, 
blond, confident, with a stature 
that would have made him a first 
class fighter in the days when 
soldiers wore iron uniforms. 

Why Gilchrist is fighting in 
Spain is explained by his back- 
ground. The son of an English 
commercial agent, he had occa- 
sion in his youth to observe the 
workings 01 British i mperi a lism 
in Argentina and in the Canary 
Islands. During war years at 
school in England he heard Ger- 
man guns booming across the 
Channel and was bombed by 
German raiding planes. 



« But really *, lie expostulates » 
they never killed anything in our 
district but a few sheep *. 

After four years at the Univer- 
sity of London he answered an 
ad for an * internationally minded 
lecturer^ to teach English at the 
American . University of Beirut, 
Syria. 

« Strangely enough *, he recalls, 
* my left views helped- I spent 
a year teaching Syrians, Turks, 
Americans and otlir odd natio- 
nalities. They were cjuit leftish 
and I am glad to say they were 
slightly more leftish before I fi- 
nished. 

« It's a French mandate, and 



talk about dissatisfaction \ Half 
my students were slung in jail 
and had their heads shaved like 
convicts. Fortunately they were 
released and since everyone wears 
a fez in the classroom, it didn't 
matter. * 

Zilchrist came back fourth class 
011 a French ship carrying mostly 
troops. * All the French soldiers 
sang t lie International before going 
to bed », he relates. * It was 
great*. 

Followed a year of teaching 
the beauties of English literature 
in an English private school. 
* Teaching’s the worst job on 
earth *, lie declares. « Anybody 




Rear-view of Commissar Gilchrist (third from left) at the crossing of Ebro 



who's ever taught in a private 
school- will know why I came to 
Spain *. 

In May, 37, he exchanged chalk- 
dust for gun-powder. 

* I came to Spain on the last 
boat to arrive with volunteers. 
The only one after that was the 
City of Barcelona — which only 
came part way. * 

At Madrigueras he was made an 
observer in the newly formed 
anti-tank battery, with Dunbar as 
Commander and Slater as Com- 
missar. * I didn't know anything 
about artillery and neither did 
the other observer. We taught- 
ourselves fo draw maps and use 
instruments. * 

,r 

He^served at Jarania, Brnnete 
and through Aragon, was made 
Commissar at Teruel, caught ma- 
laria at Seguros and returned 
in time for vigorous service in the 
rearguard-actions at Calaceite and 
Gandesa. 

The reasons' for the British 
Battalion’s good showing in the 
Ebro fighting ■ he lists as * some 
damn good new recruits and 
some damn good vets who - made 
up the activist group and were 
the nucleus of all our work. Added 
to that was the teamwork of Com- 
missar Cooney and Captain Wild 
and the general disposition to 
take the training period serious- 
ly. * 

As to the future, Gilchrist says 
it really hadn’t occurred to him 
to think about it seriously. But 
of one thing he's sure, he posi- 
tively will not go back to school 
teaching. 

* I shall endeavor *, he muses, 

* to become a professional poli- 
tician. Who knows? I might find 
myself in Cliina. * 




THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



7 



“LEFTY 

We wish . to pay our respects 
to our comrade. Ben Glaser, who 
died from shrapnel wounds re- 
ceived. when helping to hold back 
a fascist attack in front of Cor- 
bera. Ben was hft the evening 
of September tenth, and died the 
same night. 

A founder of the old Anti-Tank 
Battery, he first went into action 
at Jarama in June of last year, 
and was with it through the Bru- 
nete and Quinto-Belchite offensi- 
ves. When that famous « last stand* 
was made by a handful of Spa- 
nish and International comrades 
outside Gandesa, Ben took part 
in it and the subsequent retret 
across the mountains. 

He will probably be remembe- 
red best in the Brigade for 
his readings from Clifford odets 
* Waiting for I^efty *. It is right 
that this should be, because nis 




The oil « anti-ta krrs > 



life was bound up with the thea- 
ter, especially the workers theater. 
A member of the Unity Theater 
Group, he played in this and other 
Unity productions. With his love 
for the theater went the realiza- 
tion that its future was identical 
w’ith the fight gainst war and fas- 
cism ; that culture in any form, 
and fascim, were incompatible. 
He desired to see established a 
Brigade theater group, and was 
working ^oward' this end when 
he Was killed. The realization of 
this aim woued be the be$t tri- 
bute we in the Brigade could 
pay our f Lefty ». 

— - Comrades of the Number I 
Anti-Tank Battery, XVth Bri- 
gade. 




OF THE ANTI -TANKS 




PROUD OF ins BROTHER 

* 

Comrade Glaser's Brother writes to the Volunteer as follows : 
« Dear Comrades, 

/ have just heard via London of the passing of my brother whilst 
in action on the Ebro front. 

/ am — and / am sure the rest of our family, 14 in all, are proud 
to have had among us one to have given his life to qjfreat and worthy 
cause 1 

Would you please be good enough to let me have what details 
are available of how our brother met his fate. 

With all sincere wishes for success of Republican Spain. 

Yours fraternally 

Charles R . Glaser 
9 Spring Road 
Hempston, Bedford 

September, 20, 1938. 



THEY WANTED TO FLY 



Scratch a XVth Brigader and 
you are likely as not to find a 
pilot. For the roster of men who 
are technically qualified to fly an 
airplane, and who are still acting 
as volunteer infantrymen in this 
Brigade of the Spanish Republican 
Army, is astonishing. This beco- 
mes even more of an apparent pa- 
radox when you consider that the 
average pilot's scorn for an infan- 
try soldier is boundless. What! 
gravel in the mud, the dirt, the 
filth, when you can soar aloft on 
glittering wings? What! lie on 
your face under artillery and ma- 
chine-gun fire, when you can look 
down on the struggle from a_ res- 
pectable altitude, engage in knight- 
ly combat with your winged peers 
and, if necessary, eet shot down 
out of nice clean air ? Nonsense ! 
For everyone knows that even in 
the People’s Armies of Spain and 
the Soviet Union, the aviators are 
the cream of the crop, the aristo- 
crats of the military service, the 
boys whose natty uniforms catch 
all the girls off balance, who live 
in handsome barracks far back of 
the lines and take to the air for 
a couple hours a day in a romantic 
conveyance that can outfly the 
birds. 

Small matter that modern air- 
fighting is a far erv from the 
“knightly combat” of the World 
War, when enemy pilots used to 
pay courtesy.-calls and drop 
wreaths on each other’s airports. 
Small matter that air-fighting to- 
day is a combination of high-class 
truck-driving and grueling physi- 
cal work. The illusion persists, the 
romance has not lost its flavor — 
and you can prove it by getting 
anyone who has ever flown an 
airplane to talk about it. His face 
lights up, his eyes take on a fara- 
way look, and lie will talk your 
arm off. 



Well, we. have men in the Bri- 
gade who can fly ; they could staff 
a good sized squadron and leave 
plenty for reserve. We have men 
who could fly before they came to 
Spain; who knew before they came 
that they would have no opportu- 
nity to fly, and who still came to 
Spain — to gravel in the dirt, to 
dodge rifle and machine-gun fire. 
True, they would have preferred 
to fly — they would prefer it still; 
for there is endless satisfaction in 
the work you love to do. Yet they 
knew that for good and sufficient 
reason, the Spanish Government 
was no longer employing Internat- 
ional fliers. It had plenty of youth 
of its own ; youth anxious and 
capable of learning (and how they 
have learned !). It wanted to build 
a Spanish air-corps, and it has 
built one that for fighting ability 
has got the Fascists doings tail spins 
out of the Spanish skies with startl- 
ing consistency. 

To list all the would-be aces in 
our outfit would take a page. Some 
have died as infantrymen; some 
have been invalided home. There 
was Captain Dart, for instance 
(what a splendid name for a pilot), 
former U. S$ Army Air Corps Re- 
serve. The Captain at one time was 
hoping to organize an all-Ameri- 
can snuadron for the Government, 
hut the Government changed its 
mind. 

In the Lincolns alone, you may 
count among the men with a yen 
for wings comrades like Luke Hin- 
man. chief scout, who says he gave 
up flying some years ago when 
he got married.. Not because his 
wife objected: she* had started to 
learn herself — hut the pair of them 
went broke. There is Pat Roosevelt, 
who was wounded in the early 
part of the Ebro offensive. He is 
a commercial pilot of many year’s 
experience. There is Bill Reed, also 



of the scouts, who spent a number 
of years in the U. S. Marine 
Corp’s air-squadrons. There is 
Jerry Ferrogiarro, who has barn- 
stormed around a number of coun- 
tries. Ed Fliegle, Lincoln mailman 
has a couple hundred hours to his 
credit. Why even the Brigade’s 
correspondent for the “Volunteer”, 
Alvah Bessie, refuses to stop talk- 
ing about his 25 hour’s solo-time. 
And if you want to be plenty bored, 
soeak to your comrade, Mac-Pap- 
pier,, British, 24th — it’s just 
likely as not that some time, some 
place, he learned to tell a power- 
dive from a tail-skid. 

Aviation, by and large, is still 
in the hands of those elements who 
would ,not hesitate to make such 
use of it as we in Spain have 
witnessed daily — the bombing of 
opeq citis; the murder of the in- 
nocent. But it is a safe bet that 
when the time comes for the work- 
ing people of the world to take to 
the air on their own wings, their 
squadrons of peace will be Jed by 
just such men — men who could lay 
aside a dream that has immense 
poKer over men, and enlist as 
foot-soldiers in a cause for which 
they felt they had to fight. 

G. L. 
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Deep in a natural cave at the head 
of a baranco is the command-post 
of our Brigade. Here, at one time, 
peasants had utilized the natural 
shelter? filled its mouth with ma- 
sonry and construted a home. The 
cavern is partitioned into many 
large rooms, and each room is 
crowded with men. From each room 
there rises a hum of sound, the 
droning of conversation in a low 
tone, the rattle of typewriters, the 
buzzing of the central, the separate 
voice of one or another of the je- 
fes on the telephone. For this ca- 
vern in the rocks in the central, 
the nerv§-center of our Brigade; 
from it there runs a net-work, a 
spider-web of wires, down the 
mountain-side, over the barancos, 
to the separate command-posts of 
our four Battalions, deployed in 
front of the enemy lines — the Mac- 
Paps, the Lincolns, the British 
and y the 59th. Over the wires, 
strung precariouly from hill to hill, 
goes the information that coordina- 
tes our activities, that binds us 
together and permits us to funct- 
ion as an integral corps. And at the 
center of this werb of wire, in the 
ion as an intefral corps. And at the 
man who holds all the wires in his 
hands, whose will and intelligence 
is felt at the extremities of the 
lines. He is a small man, as stature 
goes ; he does not offer the stereoty- 
ped picture of the military man. 
But you would not need to read a 
record of his achievements as a 
commander since this war began, 
(o feel that he knows what he is 
doing and that his. adjutants have 
confidence in hinx. This small, 
‘unimpressive” man is Major Jose 
Antonio Valledor. Commander of 
the 15th International Brigade... 
MIDNIGHT: 

...Candlelight has a way of dis- 
torting shadows; they wave and 
flutter over the stone ceiling, 
augmenting the atmosphere of 
unreality. You cannot overcome 
this sense of unreality, of walking 
and climbing through the quiet 
Spanish country-side, mounting the 



terraces, skirting the olive trees, 
and then, entering a cave to find 
activity that should only rightly 
have its place (or so it seems) iq 
some large meeting hall in soma 
large city... 

“Pongame con el cincuenta y 
ocho...” says the voice. Then, 
“Wolff... four hundred zapadores 
are coming up there; use them as 
you see fit. Hello. Oiga, oiga ! Cen- 
tra!, yo estaba hablando con el 
Cincuenta y ocho...” 

...In the distance there is a ma- 
chine-gun speaking; it has a sharp, 
authoritative voice in the silence 
of the night. There is a moon 
behind^ mottled clouds, moving in 
and out of them, and the night is 
alternately bright and then, sudden- 
ly. the light fades out of the sky. 
The huge blak Hill that the enemy 
is holding is afire, a creeping line 
of flame, like a glow worm, 
crawls across its face... Inside 
again* Valledor is standing near 
the dorway; he wears a short 
leather jacket that hangs open; his 
hands are in its pockets; he wears 
no hat. In the course of the night, 
that seems interminable, that is 
filled with mechanical and human 
voices. You notice that' he is never 
alone — he is always talking to the 
soldiers, to his officers; he always 
has time to talk to his men, and 
there is no difference in his de- 
meanor, whether he is talking to 
the Divisional Commander or to a 
soldier posted as a guard by the 
door. He is always cheerful; he 
gives the appearance of possessing 
a boundless fund of good humor ; 
he laughs frequently, talking in a 
manner that entirely characteris- 
tic of the man — short, staccato sen- 
tences... 

“Digame”, says the voice. 
“iQuien? ^el caphan Dunbar? Un 
momento.” 

The enemy is putting pressure 
on our lines to the south of X... 
In the past few days we have seen 
their black vultures in droves; we 
have heard the avion signal from 
the observers on the hill, and we 



have lain quiet in the shadow of 
the olives, the olives that will re- 
main forever in our memories of 
Spain, and watched them soar 
overhead, bank and turn. Then we 
Have heard the whistling, seen the 
“eggs” falling, felt the earth trem- 
ble under us with indignation as 
the roar swelled, rolled and died 
away. “Where are our planes” 0 , 
we think. And then they come. 
And then one day, after many days 
in reserve, the word came. It came 
at one o’olock that afternoon : 
“Prepare to move when the order 
is given.” And then, two hours la- 
ter, “Form on the highway and 
proceed toward the cross roads ; 
tlierq will be trucks to pick you 
up.” The short, swift ride over the 
highway that was under fire ff 
the enemy artillery... the swift 
march to get under cover... we 
were needed again to reinforce the 
lines; to resist, to prepare to 
attack. 

“Where is Valledor?” says a 
voice, but he is not there. The 
Lincolns are effecting a shift of 



their lines, and he has gone off 
to be on the spot, to aid and cri- 
tize* to see that the new positions 
utilize the best aspects of the bro- 
ken terrain. The soldier has a 
worm’s eye view; he rarely gets 
to see his Brigade Commander. 
But the Commander is there; 
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ACTION AT THE EBRO FRONT 



this particular Commander is as 
likely as not to turn up, unob- 
trusively, beside a sentry at night, 
in the puesto de mando of a 
Battalion, within the sector of a 
company under fire. That too is 
characteristic of the man, just as 
it is a fact that this is a different 
sort of army. Our commanders are 
not likely to be found kilometers 
behind the lines, drinking cham- 
pagne. strutting In polished cavalry 
boots.. Do yoii remember Merri- 
man ? Do you remember Doran ? 
TWO A. M.: 

. . .There are men stretched in 
their blankets against the rock 
walls of the cavern transmissions 
men, guards, runners resting tem- 
porarily from theif endless rounds 
of the battalions; they lie in gro- 
tesque postures, like the dead, the 
heavy sleep of exaustion upon them 
for the moment. But the hum of 
the central never ceases; the 59th. 
is reporting on fortification work, 
the British, in reserve positions, 
are getting ready to move into the 
lines... “Digame”, says the voice, 




Central at Headquarters 



lines before he turns in for an 
hour's sle_ep... 

There is something in the night 
air; there is tension to be felt in 
both the silence and the still per- 
sistent hum of conversation; in the 
sound of feet coming and going. 
It had been felt the day before 
when the enemy artillery was ac- 
tive. when the shells dropped in the 
doryard of the command-post, 
when the vals of the cavern 
trembled under the load of ais- 
bonibs. when the fascist observat- 
ion plane Was wheeling overhead 
like a broad winged vulture. Now it 
is felt again in the silence of this 
night, a silence broken only oca- 
sionally by a heavy gun in the near 
distance, by the rattle of our tanks 
moving on the main road below, 
the authorilati ve voice of the dis- 
tant machine gun. 

Valledor and Dunbar, thief of 
staff, examine maps on wich the 
hills are numbered. Goddard speaks 
in his slow, precise voice. Brigade 
scouts and observers are listening. 
“That point is under observation 
in the daytime.” one says. The 




C ugoufs 



t> igouts 



“aqui las quince. |De perte de^ 
quien ?” “Damn it all”, says another 
voice, “Goddard was there to 
show them where to place that 
anti-tank. Get busy on it.” “Pon- 
game”, says the voice, “con el 
Batallon Sesenta... piga, oiga” 
The candles flicker in the draft 
through the open doorway, where 
the guard stands, wrapped in a 
blanket; there is a hum of con- 
versation from a point on the dirt 
floor where Valledor and Gates 

are talking... , 

...they are huddled close toge- 
ther; Gates’ voice low, indistinct, 
Valledor’s sharp, accented. These 
two, years apart, continents dis- 
tant in culture and training, are 
here together in a cave in the 
hills of Spain, talking together in 
a manner characteristic of old 
friends who have never parted sin- 
ce they met, years before. Gates 
gets up tp go; he is visiting the 






heads dra .v closer together over 
the map, the voices arc lower, and 
just because the voices are lower, 
the tension seems to mount... The 
central buzzes, continously. and Va- 
lledor bends over, the phone at his 
side ; he consults the map. 

Outside the moon is. uncovered 
and there are mules moving up the 
baranco; the patient, tireless beasts 
are bringing up endless cases of 
munitions. They pass over the crest 
of. the hill on their, way to the Bat- 
talions. 

...You tlunk of the men, sleep- 
ing now under thejnoon/men who 
will be in battle when the sun stands 
in the moon's . place again ; men 
who will suffer the agony and the 
beauty of combat. For there is 
strength and beauty in our fight. 
Otherwise war would be a limitless 
horror, a ceaseless waste of life 
and energy. 



Mac-Pap Battalion Headquarters 



A. C. B. 



10 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



AARON 

During the days when we used 
to joke about withdrawal ^of the 
volunteers and wonder when the 
car was coming down the r6ad with 
the tellers from the Non-Interven- 
tion Committee, Aaron used to say, 
‘*1 hope they don't get here before 
we have another action. I want to 
see another action before they send 
us hom. He w^s not joking; un- 
expressed was his desire to lead 
his company — better still, to test 
himself in the post of responsabili- 
ty that had been entrusted to him. 
This sense of responsibility could 
be felt by those who were close 
him in those days, and in the days 
that followed when we crosed the. 
Ebro and entered the action that 
cost him his life. You knew he felt 
this responsibility and that it would 
be a matter of pride with him to 
live up to it. You would not have 
need written — “Talk to cabos and 
sargentos;” “Co-ordinate work of 
sections”— you would have found 
these words, under the heading 
“Personal”: “What about myself? 
How can my own work be impro- 
ved?” 

He would not have agreed that 
his work could not have been im- 
proved; he would never have ad- 
mitted that the Command of the 
Lincoln considered him one its 
most experienced and responsible 
leaders; he would have given you 
an embarrassed look and most li- 
kely walked away. For his modesty, 
as a man and a company comman- 
der, was a$ genuine as the necessi- 
ty he felt to prove himself to him- 
self ; to test himself in still more ac- 
tion. “When you have a lot of other 
guys to worry about”, he used to say, 
“you can'* be afraid for yourself”. 
And he was worried about those 
Other guys; he was worried about 
them to a considerable extent — 
this too was a measure of the man's 
anti-fascis: understanding. He wan- 
ted to spare his comrades as much 
as they could possibly be spared. 

But he did not spare himself ; he 
gave himself. At Hill 481 he led 
his men into the attack ; at 666 he 
was in the trenches with them, 
snatching up a rifle with boyish 
exuberance, saying. “I haven't had 
chance to fire a rifle in a dog’s age 
Later that night he led his company 
in the attack, falling in front -of the 
enemy’s barbed wire. As he was 
being carried out he said, “Did 
they take the hill? Ts the company 
all right?” We told him that they 
took the hill ; that the comoanv 
was doing fine and he said, “That’s 
good.” 

The record is clean and consis- 
tent, He left "home when he was 
in his early teens and hoboed all 
around the States. He used to des- 
cribe those days with gusto, saying. 
“Those were the hanniest days of 
mv life.” He worked his wav part- 
wav through college and. for a ti- 
me. nlaved with the idea of h^ing 
an aeronautical engineer. “Then 
T sort of got bored.” he would sa v . 
He made a living by writing fic- 
tion stories for the magazines. In 
Snain he joined the Brigade at 
Fuentes del Ebro and was in everv 
action from that time until his 
death. At Batea the dark da vs of 
April, he was Adjutant to Blakie 




Lopoff (ateleft) with one of his men 




Mahpralian, taking command of 
Batea that” ...a man dashed up on 
a big white horse — it was a white 
horse — and said, “Congratulations, 
Loppy, you’re a Teniente now.” 
For a few days, while the Battalion 
was reassembling and Captain Wolf 
whereabouts were still unknown, 
lie was Commander of the Lincoln. 
In May, when our new Spanish re- 
cruits came up, he was placed in 
command of Company 2. At Sierra 
de Pandols He met his death. 

The death of one man merits 

little commentary when thousands 

of men, women and children are 
• * 

dying daily under circumstances 
which do not even permit them the 
opportunity to fight for their lives, 
as Aaron fought for his. And in a 
sense his death is a part of their 
deaths, just as his life was a part 
of theirs. But if it were possible 
for a man to survive his death and 
oyerhear others speak of him, we 




Lo-poff’s gone.” He would have 
said. “Do you want my shoulder to 
weep on?” For it was part of his 
youthful sensitivity to conceal h» s 
gehtiine emotion under mask of in- 
difference, But the mask rarely fit 



him, and he would drop it at ' mo- 
ments ; such moments, for example, 
as when he spoke of Blackie Mah- 
pralia^ Then he used to say, “I 
came to Jove that guy.” 

A C. B. 



LINCOLN NOTES 



The boys are thinking of inau- 
gurating a contest — in a purely 
facetious spirit — for articles on 
the subject: “Which was worse, 
Hill 666 in the Sierra Pandols, or 
Hill 565?” “Artillery?” says Te- 
niente Dick Rusciano, Commander 
of Company One. “This was just 
as bad as 666, only the hill was 
smaller.” Dick seemed to feel that 
because the hill was smaller, the 
fire must have been more concen- 
trated... Which is something like 
the ancient joke about the guy who 
went to war in a silk hat and got a 
bullet through it. “Think of what 
would have happened to me”, he 
said, “if I’d been wearing a cap !”... 
Sam Spiller, boyish enlace who is 
doing a man-sized job, went into 
the action minus a front tooth, 
emerged from it minus four more. 
“Aw”, says Sam, “they were bro- 
ken anyhow, so I pulled ’em out”. 

The Commander of Company 4 
(Manny Lanser) was worried about 
his flp-'ks, and sent identical notes 
to the Company Commanders on 
his right and left. “Watch my 



.flank”, they said in effect, “I’ve 
seen movement over there”. He 
was worried about the possibility 
of his Company being attacked. 
From Don Thayer and Sid Levine, 
Commanders of the 3rd and Spe- 
cial Machine Gun Companies, he 
received identical replies : “Don’t 
worry about ttj”, they said. “We 
can take care of anything that co- 
mes along”... Then the re was the 
Company Commander who called 
up Captain Wolff and asked that 
handkerchiefs be sent up via the 
zapadores, who were coming up 
with barbed wire and sandbags. “I 
mes along’ ... Then there was the 
if I don’t get’em” he said. “I got 
sinus trouble.” 

Antonio Perez, former adjutant 
commissar of the Battalion, and 
now Commissar of Co 4, is disap- 
pointed... So is Jose MoIt6 Yba- 
rra... It seems they organized an 
anti-tank group that waited night 
and day for the fascists to >send 
their tanks up the baranco. The 
tanks were there all right, but at 
no time did they dare to come clo- 




ser than a couple hundred meters... 
which was too far for the boys to 
won’t be able to hold this position 
Don Thayer is credited wilth 
another ben mot; just before the 
Mac-Paps attacked one night, he 
was asked what support he could 
give a flanking company in the 
event of a fascist counter attack. 
“Well”, he is reliably reported to 
have said, “T can give you my 
heartfelt sympathy”. 

The Plana Mayor of the Battal- 
throw their grenades... The same 
ion is, wondering how Luke' Hin- 
man, chief scout who is always 
in the thick of the action, can 
managet .to keep so dean, well 
cambed, shaved and calm . . . And 
Battalion Commander Wolff is 
elated over the fact that lie 
is known even on the fascist 
side. S^frros the last night in their 
positions at 565 the fascists who, 
it is reported, sounded drunk to the 
last man,, called over and said. 
“We know who you are ; you’re 
the Lincolns; we know your Com- 
mandante Lobo”. 

The exitement over the last act- 
tion has not yet dimmed the fame 
of Cook Charlie Dempsey’s great 
exploit with the ammo truck... Just 
after we crossed the Ebro the Bat- 
talion kitchen was moved in upon 
by another outfit, who parked se- 
veral ammo trucks and agood many 
drums of gasoline among the gar- 
banzo bins. Came the enemy avion, 
and eggs were added to the omelet, 
setting the gas tanks and one ammo 
truck afire. Charlie couldn’t find 
the truck’s chauffeur, so he drove 
it some distance off himself, and 
then organized his kitchen gang 
to put the fire out... 

Battalion Headquarters finally 
managed to get Angel Hernandez 
Gallego away from Company One... 
Angel enjoys the distinction of 
being the smallest soldier in the 
Battalion, but they didn’t want him 
to provide contrast with El Lobo. 
Angel is a damned good barber. 
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Wall Papers of the 35 Division at an exhibit in Barcelona 



MAC-PAP NOTES 



Teniente Gunnar Ebb, acting 
Battalion Commander, refuses to 
be photographed, or his picture 
would be printed in this issue... 
They tell how when the fisrt aid 
post ran out of iodine, coffee was 
used insted which hey Appreciate 
in work of their kitchen, which was 
invariably on time with the grub 
no matter how often the Battalion 
moved nor how much the enemy 
was shelling the road... A fluid 
known here as “champagne” (for 
lack of a better name), was also 
supplied. 

The Fascists must have been fi- 
lled whith champagne, or some- 
thing, ths^.lat night of the last 
action; they* yelled at the Lincolns; 
they yelled at the 59th ; they yelled 
at the Mac Paps... Saying, “We 
are Requet.es and Spaniards... you- 
are foreigners, Americans. We 
know who you are, you’re the 15th 
International Brigade ; we know you 
won’t run...” Again, they shouted, 
“Come over to us; you will have 
peace, bread and prosperity.” To 
which the boys replied. “We not 
only have peace, bread and pros- 
perity- we have Parts leaves as 
well !” 

Apropos of which, it seems that 
all the men (without exception) 
who ferreted out the information 
that they would be on the next list 
of those to visit the City of Light, 
came through the action unscathed- 

The Mac Paps will remember : 

Teniente George Carbonel, Com- 
mander of Company 4, who died 
in the attack which regained a hill 
that we had lost... A student of 
medicine in Madrid when the war 



broke out, George enlisted imme- 
diately in the Mangada Column and 
fought in the Guadarama Moun- 
tain sector... On' leave in Puerto 
Rico, he returned to Spain with 
his two brothers. Pablo and Vic- 
tor... Pablo was killed in the defen- 
se of Teruel; Victor was wonded 
in the same action. 

Also, Teniente Jim Hill of Okla- 
homa, section leader in Company 
One cited twive previously. Killed 
while making contact with another 
Brigade, a job that was not his to 
do personally, but which he felt it 
necessary to supervise... Also, Ca- 
bo Ben Barsky, teacher, union-or- 
ganizer, music lover, killed by a 
fascist bullet while on duty in the 
observation "post. 

They want credit for: Teniente 



Pedro Roca, baker from Almeria, 
a volunteer who joined the original 
Thaelmann Column and has been 
fighting ever since, Pedro joined 
te Makensie Papineau Battalion in 
August of last year, and has been 
in every action since. Badly woun- 
ded during a night counter-attack 
by the fasicsts. 

Also, Sargento Amedee Grenier, 
French-Canadian volunter who 
took over Company 3 when it com- 
mander, Pedro Roca was wounded, 
and led it into the attack. His leg 
badly bruised by flying rock, Arae- 
dee refused to be evacuated... Also, 
Sargento Andrew Malyneaux, sect- 
ion leader who was largely instru- 
mental in keeping his Company 4 
intact when both' commander and 
commissar were wounded. 




Gnnnar Ebb 

When Major E. Cecil-Smith, Com- 
mander of the Mac-Paps, was 
wounded at Hill 565, Teniente 
Gunnar Ebb, Finnish commander 
of Company 5 of the Battalion, 
became what fhe Spanish Army 
calls an “accidental” commander 
of the Battalion. But there is noth- 
ing accidental about Comrada Ebb ; 
everything aboufr-the man —though 
he speaks no word of English and 
little enough Spanish — points to 
determination, integrity and pur- 
posefulness. His record at home 
in Finland, as will as here in 
Spain, would raise hair on a bil- 
liard-ball. ,Oiga! 

A mason by trade, Ebb had just 
completed four years in a Finnish 
prison for political activity, when 
he came to Spain 17' months ago. 
That bare fact speaks for the 
firmness of his working-class con- 
victions. his anti-fascist determi- 
nation. The responsables here knew 
their man; his first job was in a 
special battalion. At Brunete when 
the boys were taking everything 
the fascists could manage to throw 

at them, Ebb was behind the fas- 
cist lines blowing up tanks, bridges 
and troop and ammunition con- 
voys ! Let your imagination work 
on the job and see if that hair 
doesn’t begin to sprout. 




Joining the Mac-Paps at Te- 
ruel, he has seen every action sin- 
ce: At Caspe, when M^feela, com- 
mander of the machinC-gun com- 
pany, was killed, Ebb took' over. 

He was cited after the Batea ac- 
tion for his part in organizing the 
Battalion’s resistance during the re- 
treat. When asked exactly why he 

had been cited-what he had done, 
he said, with a wry smile, “Well, 
the Brigade’s forces were low at 
time and' weren’t many men to ci- 
te.” Emerging on the banks of the 
Ebro at a point about 12 kilome- 
ters from Tortosa, he found a boat 
and rowed across, "just in time -to 
be fired at by the pursuing enemy. 

The man’s modesty and shyness 
are the talk of the Battalion; Le- 
gendary too, in the short time he 
has had command, is the spirit of 
enthusiasm his personality and pre- 
sence raises in the men. They re- 
gard him as a leader and they are 
eager to follow him. 
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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR TIME 

In conformity with the decision of the Government, the 
withdrawal of the Volunteers will take place as soon as the 
necessary arrangements can I>e effected. There are a million 
and one details to be looked after. With all intention of speeding 
up this process it will take weeks before the .Six to Seven Thou- 
sand Volunteers can be evacuated. 

Our fight against fascism docs not cud with our departure. 
Fascism has to be fought wherever it raises its ugly head. The 
people in our home countries will look to us to take a leading 
part in this struggle and we have to prepare ourselves to live 
up to their to expectations. 

We will make our greatest contribution by bringing to them 
the lessons of our experiences gained in the epic struggle of the 
Spanish people against the foreign invaders. To do this we must 
acquaint ourselves thoroughly with the history of the Spanish 
Republic and all the problems connected with this. 

Let us utilize our remaining time here to fill in the gaps in 
our knowledge of Spain, to clarify through study and jdiscussions 
all those problems that irT their complexity tend to confuse all 
those who fail in basic understanding. 

Spain had more than her share of the slanders and deliberate 
distortions of truth with which the fascist and reactionary press 
regal everything that is progressive in mankind. It is our duty 
to equip ourselves to bring the truth to the people and thereby 
mobilize them for maximum support for Spain. 



WITH THE 5 9 T H 

Men of the 59th wil long re- man Bulislav... An there was one 

member Hill 565. Leery action is lank less. 

different, and it is the various as- They will remember Captain Ge- 
pects of the action, peculiar to thai ronimo Lopez Matin, commander 

action alone, that remain in the of Company 2 , who was occupying 

men’s minds... At 666 it was the a position on Hill 2K7 with Corn- 

bleak and hideous terrain, burnt pany 1, When the fascists took Hill 

over and desolated ; it was the eight- 




.^56. he was cooly directing the pla- 
cement of bis automatic guns to 
provide crossfire; he was directing 
his men. fearlessly encouraging 
them to repulse the fascist attack. 
A shell bereft the 59th of a loyal 
and able man- — one who had been 
in tlie figh since the beginning of 
the war and risen from the ranks. 

They will remember how the fas- 
cists yelled that last night, saying 
they knew who we were; that wc 
were ‘'foreigners, internacionals, 
the X Vth Brigade.” They praised 
our fighting spirit and they attem- 



ted to cast slurs upon it. They 
sounded drunk. They said wc di- 
d'nt have the spirit to take the Al- 
cazar dc Toledo, and they said we’d 
better put on our bathing suits, as 
we’d have to swim the Ebro pretty 
soon, they said we were no Spa- 
niards. 

Commisar Gil .Cabezas told them 
off; he told them what we were 
fighting for ; how they would 
find themselves the slaves of in- 
ternational fascism if they con- 
tinued to fight, a^s dupes, for the 
German and Italian High Com- 
mands. He told them what Gcr- 



1*0 ur barrage of fascist artillery... 
At 565 the men again suffered the 
strain and exhaustion of hours of 
heavy shelling, of aviation bombs 
and strafing, of heavy machincgun 
fire. And they will remember the 
he^ry closes of artillery, mortars, air 
bombs, machincgun fire... Men of 
the 59th will remember the way 
they mowed the fascists down when 
they came over in frontal attacks. . 
thiy will remember the attack on 
the tank... and the speech that 
Commisar Gil Cabezas made that 
last night in the_ trenches before 
wse were relieved. 

That tank charge... it was a plea- 
sure for the men to immobilize the 
monster; it was the keenest pleasu- 
re that night when, led by Captain 
Alejandro Castillo, they went out 
with machingun and hand-bombs, 
and literally tore the 'tank to pie- 
ces... With Castilla were Sergeant 
Lrancisco Blasco Gijon, Sergeant 
Salvador Rogcl and Cabo Taish- 




many and Italy wanted in the Spain 
they were pretending to save from 
the Republic; oil, steel, food, mi- 
neral wealth. He spoke of the per- 
secution of working men in *he fas- 
cist zone, and of the "dignity” and 
“valor”, demonstrator by one M 
their pilots who had fallen into our 
hands; how he had wept to find 
himself a prisoner... That he had 
not wept because he lost his plane, 
nor for fear of what might be don;: 
to him : hut he wept when he dis- 
covered that the price of the cri- 
mes he and his kind were dailv 
committing behind our lines would 
1)1 >t he visited upon him... He as- 
ked the fascists if he sounded like 
a Russian to them, and lie told them 
that we had tile men and the ma- 
terial to wipe fascism from the 
soil nf Spain. 

Lor fully half an hour Commis- 
sar Cabezas spoke tn them; and 
they did not interrupt him; and 
they did not answer. 
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“WE COULDN’T BELIEVE IT...” 



Hill 666 means several things 
to us of the Lincolns — eight 
hours of unadulterated hell, for 
one thing. As a result of our de- 
fense of that position, our Batta- 
lion was honored by a special ci- 
tation. And there we lost one of 
our oldest, most beloved, and most 
competent leaders — Joe Bianca 
of the Machine Gun Company. He 
died as he had lived, fighting in 
the heat of the fclass-struggle. 

From the day he went to sea 
in 1924 (at the age of 19), Joe's 
life was inextricably bound up 
with the maritime industry. He 
learned very early the nature of 
exploitation, and as was charac- 
teristic of Joe, he carried his ideas 
to their logical conclusion : agita- 
ting his fellow-workers in the spirit 
of progressive tia^te- unionism. The 
work he undertook, in collabora- 
tion with other pioneer workers 
of the marine tildes lige 'Red' 
Drummond , Harry Hynt s, A 1 Kauf- 
Kaufman and Tommy Ray, hel- 
ped to Jay the basis for the power- 
ful National Maritime Union that 
we know today. 

From 1926 to 1929 Joe traveled 
from port to port, from ship to 
ship, educating and organizing his 
brother workeis. With these other 
seamen, he organized Internatio- 
nal Seamen's Clubs, as organs to 
spread the message of militant 
industrial unionism. And as a 
result of his experiences he de- 
cided that the struggle for imme- 
diate demands on the economic 
field was not sufficient to attain 
permanent security for the wor- 
king-class. He decided that what 
was necessary w as a complete 
reorganization of society, under 
an organization that knew what 
it wanted and would go out and 
get it. Acting on this decision Joe 
became a member of the Commu- 




by now the woik cf Joe and his beig, the reactionary stooge of the 

comades was bearing fruit. 11 - ship-owneis. Then came the west- 

1 us ions of permanent prosperity coast tanker strike of 1935, and 

had* been swiftly dissipated by the west coast strike of 1937, where 

the crash of 1929. In 1931 the Joe's fighting qualities found ouilet 

Marine Workers’ heague tians- in the struggle against the owners 

formed itself into the Marine Wor- and the forces under Hariy Lim- 
iters Industrial Union, and soe denbeig, Tiotskyite tool in the 

w as elected to its National Bureau. Sailor's Union of the Pacific. 

Working with Roy Hudson and „ Fiom America’s west coast to 

other Seamen leaders, he resumed the shores of Spain was just a 

his travels from port to port, or- hop, skip and a pimp for Joe. He 

ganizing the woikers into the new arrived here in June of 1937, and 

militant organization. There were found himself a leading spjrit in 

no funds to support even the top the <t Seamen’s Section 9 of the 

officers of the- new Outfit, and Joe Machine Gun Company. On Au«- 

had to wonder constantly where gust 7th he joined the.Lincoln— 

his next meal and flop were cO- Washing! on Battalion, together 

niing from. There were times when with other replacements, and from 

he didn't have the price of a cup that moment until the moment of 

of coffee, and had to sleep on the his death he was an acknowledged 

floor of the union hall. leader of the men. It was during 



Joe devoted every moment to the 
section he commanded. Miracu- 
lously escaping death a dozen ti- 
mes, he led his men — men who 
obeyed every command and trus- 
ted their tried and experienced 
leader. Vrom Caspe he was sent 
to rest in Vails, and the Batea- 
Yandesa action took place while 
te was on leave. B^t he rushed 
lack to the front and contacted 
hhe Batallion on the east coast of 
bhe Ebro, immediately launching 
into the work of reorganization. 
He was Mike Pappas* right-hand 
man, and greatly through his ef- 
forts our Company v as in fighting 
trim when marching- orders came. 
In the days of action that followed 
the crossing of the Ebro he played 
the role that was alw ays expected 
of him — he was here, there and 
every w here, placing the guns, di- 
recting the fire. 

Then the unexpected happened ; 

' something happened that we were 
beginning to believe was impossi- 
ble. Never have I seen men so 
shokoed as Our men were when 
they were told that Joe was dead. 
W e had come to believe Joe would 




The grave of Joe Bianca 
at Sierra Pandob 





this year of ceaseless action that 
we all learned to love and respect 
this hard and fearless man, whose 
most outstanding characteristic 
was his sound common sense. 
Tlnough Quin to and Belchite, on 
to Fuentes de Ebio and the Lev- 
ante Joe was always there, giving 
advice, helping out, sending no 
one to any place he would not go 
himself. 

The- * Big Retreat » staffed and 



Joe’s influence for progressive 
action was being felt, and in 1932 
he was sent as M. W. I. U. delegate 
to the congress of the Intel nations, 
of Seamen and Harbor Workerl 
In Hamburg. And when the Ms 
W. I. U. merged with the Interna- 
tional Seamen’s Union, Joe took 
a leading part in fightjng Scharren- 



nist Party in 1927, and it was not 
long before he was one of its 
strongest proletarian pillars and 
one of its best builders. 

When the International Seamen's 
Clubs outlived their usefulness 
the Marine Workeis League was 
formed, as a transitional step to- 
ward full-fledged unionism, and 



never get it. We couldn't believe 
it for awhile, but when the fact 
had to be accepted there was one 
thought in the minds of all the 
men : 

* There died a swell guy ; one 
of the best this Brigade has ever 
seen, it 

George Kaye 

Machine-Gun Co. 58 Bat- 
talion 



Battalion Headquarters 



Fortified mountain top 
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“CHOFERS” as seen 

by one of them 



From the Brigade’s Photo-Album 



Among the unsung heroes of 
tlie Ebro action are the Brigade 
cliauffeurs who bring the men- 
food, munitions and material. 
Because they work unostanta- 
tionsly and efficiently, they have 
become accepted in a matter at 
fact way, as a cog in the war- 
machine. And this, they know, 
is to their credit. For if they were 
to break down, the effect would 
be almost catastrophic for the 
Brigade and the Mien- who coin- 
pose it. 

The Chofers Work Fast: 

One afternoon the order came 
for swift transportation of our 
boys to ,the front. Within ten mi- 
nutes the first truck^pulled out, 
loaded, and inside of an hour the 
entire Brigade had been trans- 
fered. Jack Lane, Tom Lloyd, 
Len Beurton, Tony Rizzo. Pave 
Davidson, Antrim Frank and Si 
mon Leinoff, all drove through ar- 
tillery fire repeatedly and brought 
the Brigade up. 

The Chofers Work Hard : 

From the third to the eighth 
day after tlie Brigade had crossed 
the Ebro, six camions serviced 
us. The others could not get across. 
On the. fourth day Juan Gilabert 
had his truck blown up almost 
in his face, just as he had helped 
carry out the last of the wounded 
he had driven to Asco. On the 
fifth day Tony Rizzo's drive 
shaft jammed and « froze *. Bill 
AHander, Antonio Munera, Jack 
Lane and George Garrow carried 
on during five days and nights 
of shell -fire, bombing and stra- 
fing, with no more than two or 
three hours 'sleep in twenty- four. 
Munitions and mod to the front, 
wounded to the rear, over and 
over again. 

The Chofers Work Under stan- 
dingly ; 

Every chauffeur knew his va- 
lue to the *Brigade, and how ne- 
cessary he was to the men. Shells 
or no shells, bombs or no bombs, 
the food went up and the men 
got their bullets or grenades. Du- 
ring our Sierra Pandols action 
our water wagon remained at 
the front eighteen out of every 




twenty-four hours under the most 
trying conditions. * Our main dif- 
ficulty *, explained Henry Plot- 
nick, the ayudante on the tank, 
who became twenty one in Spain, 

<* was to keep the whole Army of 
tlie Ebro from drinking onr wa- 
ter ». 

Working night and day also 
were mechanics Joe Xowadowski 
and John Pansik, and their hel- 
pers, Sargento Francisco Ber- 
uabeau and Ramon Palanca. Hau- 
ling wrecks from tlie front, pat- 
ching trucks, trouble shooting, 
kept all four busier than at any 
time before in their lives. Freddy 
Pearson’s water tank was shrap- 
neled ; an- hour and a half later 
it rolled out to bring water to tlie 
kitchen, eleven bright, soldered 
spots on the tank. (Three empty 
bully-beef cans were used to stop 
up the holes). Bombs and shells 
blew up five trucks and killed one 
chauffeur, Johnny Koshak. Of 
the five camions, four are now ro- 
lling again and the motor of the 
fifth has since replaced one tliat 
was worn out. From the Fascists 
we took three trucks and a ca- 
niionetta which placed our Trans* 
port a little ahead of where we 
started. 

Working equally as fast and 
hard, the boys in the garage, main- 
ly Spanish, turned broken down 
blown up wrecks into good stable 
camions. * Bring us back the 
frame, a few bolts and tlie motor », 
said Sargento Emanuel Arkus, 
Chief Mechanic, « and we’ll make 
a truck out of it ». 

Pick Hanlen’s truck was smas- 
hed by two bombs tliat landed 
nearby, but within three days 
it returned, in time to take a load 
across the river. The i same with 
the Lincoln- Washington’s kitchen- 
truck, the 59th ’s truck and a 
captured fascist camion. Body- 
jobs, repaired by Cabo Vicente 
Banuls and Emilio Martinez, were 
done on. a mass-production scale, 
each body returning stronger than 
it had started cult. 

Lathe work — - and there was 
plenty of it — helped make parts 
out of pipes and fittings. Smiling 
Cabo Antonio Torrent lived by 
his machine all day long, produ- 
cing precision work. A former 
blacksmith’s helper before the 
war, he is now an expert lathe- 
operator. 

Pedro Riera, Vicente Soler, Sal- 
vador Serra, Juan Albero, Fran- 
cisco Vi liar and Francisco Molina, 
mechanics’ ayudantes, spent many 
a sleepless night. The Ebro action 
gave them plenty of work, and a 
shortage 01 mechanics compelled 
them to do independent repairs. 

This action proved that the 
Brigade Transport could * take 
it on the chin and still liave 
enough camions to ' serve the 
Brigade. 

EASEY GObDStttlN, Sargento 




"Keep’em rolling" 




The water-tank supplies the kitchen 

c 




just a friendly game 
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From the Brigade’s Photo-Album 




Firing away 




Taktng’It easy 




Lt. Lionel Edwards- 

a Canadian Officer 



Lt. Lionel Frank Edwards was 
the first officer of the XV, Bri- 
gade wounded in the Ebro offen- 
sive. 

As the Mac-Pap Battalion ad- 
vanced on Aseo, o Eddie », in 
command of the last Company, 
realized that a group of his men 
were working forward along a 
ridge that was under artillery 
observation. He ran back to 
warn them. 

A battery of fascist 75 ’s was 
combing the barrancas in a fu- 
tile effort to stem the? swift 
approach of the Mac-Paps and 
the 59th. Just as Edwards rea- 
ched the exposed ridge a shell 
burst almost in his face. Six men 
were hit. 

Lt. Edwards tells about it ; 
« A burst of flame hit me and then 
I was lying down yelling for First 
Aid. I never did lose conscious- 
ness. 

ft Syvanen, one- of my section 
leaders came tearing through a 
cloud of smoke and sulphur and 
lied au emergency dressing on 
my shoulder where it was blee- 
ding worst. Then hustled him 
np to catch up with his section 
and waited for the stretcherbearors 
to pick me up. 

In a Barcelo'na hospital a Spa- 
nish doctor tut three chunks of 
shrapnel out of Eddie's shoulder, 
set the broken Ixmc and told 
him he’d be alright in three 
months. 

* * * 

Xo matter where you met Ed- 
wards you would know him for 
a Westerner. Blue eyes, medium 
height, square face, and a drawl. 
And a shrewdness and steadiness 
that come from his years of log- 
ging, goldmining, and freight- 
hopping in Western Canada. 

He was born in a log cabin in 
the Pine Lake district of Alberta. 
His father ran a creamery and 
young Eddie learned to milk cows 
at a tender age « But I forgot as 
soon as I could -die assures you. 

<■ So I ordered a retreat. The 
four of us ran the barrage back 
to our next line half a kilometer 
behind and sat down lo count 
the bullctholes in our clothes, ft 

EM wards was still a section- 
leader then, serving the year and 
half apprenticeship that fitted 
him to command a company. He 
lias been with the Mac-Paps since 
they were organized and pre- 
vious to that, he had a spell at 
Alhaccte and Pozo Rubio. 

He is especially proud of rc- 
l>ort.s that drift in to the hospital 
of the. good work done by his 
company in the Ebro battiest 
But lie deprecates his own par. 
in training the company. 

<■ It's militarily obvious «, he 
says, <■ You go out and train for 
a while and von come back stron- 
ger >). 

The main way to build a uni- 



fied company that will follow 
orders is to push the* most com- 
petent comrades to the front. That 
way you build up a corps of assis- 
tants. We did that with the acti- 
vists arid the results? Well, I am 
proud of them. » 

His horizon broadened when 
his father joined the Canadian 
army during the World War and 
Lionel Frank was shipped off 
to relatives in England tor a few 
years. Then back to two years at 
the University of Alberta — until 
the economic contradictions of 
the present system brought his 
education to a close. 

After that, he worked in a 
hank, and later became credit 
manager of an oil company. « That 
was the best job I ever had * he 
reminisces ruefully. « But in 1929 
there was a stock cradi in New 
York and I went out on my ass ». 

Then came the lumber camp 
and gold min i ng period in Al- 
berta and British Columbia, and 
then Spain. 

ft Why did I come? its hard to 
answer that one. Mostly because 
I admired the first members of 
the International Brigades and 
wanted to follow their example. * 

He intends to go on following 
it, too. ft Whenever I get back 
to Canada ft. he states, « I'll buy 
all the military manuals I can 
find and start for China. That 
is, unless the Chinese have already 
won the war by then. 

ft I ought to come in handy 
because I am a tough man to kill 
The boys used to say I had a hor- 
seshoe around my neck. That 
was after TerueJ where I was in 
command of that advanced post 
011 the Mac-Paps right flank. We 
started with 30 men and four 
machine-guns, '1 lie fascists blas- 
ted -hell out of 11s with heavy ar- 
tillery and in between barrages 
sent their troops over to attack. 
But their men were too scared to 
get anywhere. We could see them 
sneaking up with their officers 
threatening them with revolvers. 
We’d let them get in toMiort rang* 
and murder them. 

ft But after two days steady arti- 
llery fire all our machine guns 
had been blown up by direct hits 
and there wore just four of us 
still holding the position. All the 
rest were dead or wounded. You 
can call them heroic, I guess... -> 
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COMMANDER BIDS FAREWELL TO INTERNATIONALS 



It is difficult for me to put into words all I want to say about 
our International brothers with whom we have fought side by 
side for so many months. 

Our people is well aware of the value of your help. When the 
threat of open invasion hung over our country, when the skies 
were filled with avions raining death and destruction on town 
and countryside, the International comrades showed us the 
way by their personal example how to resist the invasion of 
Hitler and Mussolini. 

Your countries may well be proud to have sons such as you. 
Sons who put their lives in jeopardy a thousand times, who shed 
their blood on the soil of our beloved Fatherland in order 
to help a people who, not wishing to be exterminated, 
had thrown all its sons into the struggle : a people who 
preferred to die fighting rather than live enslaved. 

As Chief of the XV. Brigade I can never forget the battles I 
have won for Spain with your help. Who can speak of the battles 
of Ebro without remembering immediatly the 15. International 
Division? Who can speak of the XV. Brigade without recalling 
the heroic struggles of Fandols, Fatarella, Sierra de la Torre, etc? 

I assure you that the heroic history of the war of indeperv 
dence we are now waging can never be written without spea- 
king of the outstandingly glorious and thousand times heroic 
role of the International Brigades. 

I am absolutely sure that you are leaving proud of having 



fulfilled up to the last moment the s&red duty of defending 
our independence and the liberties of the free people of the en- 
tire world. I am sure that your desire for Spanish independence 
will not diminish when you hand over your arms to our Spanish 
soldiers. In this solemn moment of your departure when, for 
the last time, we fraternize logether in close proximity to the 
trenches. I wish to affirm my belief that your fighting impulse, 
your spirit of rebellion against tyranny will not diminish with 
your departure or with youx physical separation from the wah 
that was forced upon us. I know well that in your distant coun- 
tries you will continue to, unfurl the thousand times glorious 
banner of Liberty before the open and hidden dictatorships, as 
well as before the scheming of the pseudo-democracies just as 
you have defended it with your own blood fn the Spanish 
trenches. 

Brother Internationals! 

Before leaving for your countries accept once more the 
warm embrace of your Spanish comrades. Leave satisfied and 
proud of the sacrifices you have made for the Independence of 
our Fatherland and for Liberty and Democracy the world over. 
And you may rest assured that we, who remain fitghing for 
universal justice on the Republican fronts are ready to come 
to the aid of your people if at any time they should bethreatened 
by despotism or servitude. 

Major Jos6 Antonio Valledor 

Commander XV. Brigade 
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THE DEPARTURE 
OP THE VOLUNTEERS 

By ANDR£ MARTY 

organizer of the International Brigades 

The declaration made by Dr. Negiin on the retirement of 
the volunteers is of extreme political importance for the uni- 
fication of all Spaniards whether in Government or Rebel terri- 
tory against the foreing invaders. Those Spaniards in the 
rebel zone who were misinformed about the composition of 
the IB now cannot fail to understand the real national 
character of the struggle waged by the Republic. At the same 
time it is also an eloquent testimony of the real power 
of the Republican Army. 

History fails to provide an other example of a head of an 
army in time of war who, like Dr. Negrfn, had announced to 
officers, commissars and soldiers of proved loyalty and undis- 
puted courage : 

♦ You may leave! » 

This simple fact demonstrates that the Republic possesses 
an army that i$ capable of defending her and this should be 
so considered by her friends abroad. 

THE VOLUNTEERS OF THE IB 

The volunteers of the IB have come from all classes, all 
political parties and trade unions, organizations of the world. 
Workers and farmers, petty artizans and tradesmen, profes 
sionals and intellectuals fought side by side in Spain, united by 
their desire to combat fascism. Here fought Ralph Fox, the 
celebrated English author who died at his post as Company 
Commissar at Andujar ; here fought Lukdcs, the great Hunga- 
rian author who died fighting as a Brigade Commander at 
Huesca ; here died the famous French surgeon, Dubois also 
at his post and thousands of others. 

You could find in the ranks of the IB former officers of 
every army in the world. But the great majority of the IB was 
formed of men of the working class of all countries of old and 
young antifascist fighters. Here fought the German veteran 
Hans Beimler after his escape from a concentration camp shoul- 
der tcT shoulder with the young French worker, Bruyeres, and 
both of them died at their posts, comrades-in-arms against the 
common foe, fascism. Germans and Frenchmen, who twenty 
years ago had fought against each other at Verdun have here 
fought together as brothers for the first time in history — united 
by the same ideals, for freedom and democracy, threatened the 
world over by fascism. 

UNITED IN HEROIC SELF-SACRIFICE 

Many thousands of them left their lives here — we still do not 
know their exact numbers. Thousands of them, the bravest, the 
deepest thinkers, the most warm-hearted and self-sacrificing 
sons the working-class and humanity at large has ever pro- 
duced. 

And the way these men died! Let me cite an example. 

« Tell the comrades of my organization », said a volunteer 
in mortal agony, « I died worthy of a militant... proud to die 
fighting for the independence of Spain because my country al- 
ready has its independence! » 

These men had left all their wordly goods behind to offer 
their lives in the service of the Spanish people. They were moti- 
vated by an ideal, by their passion for justice, by a devotion to 
liberty and democracy. This is the great secret of the strength 
of the International Brigades and this explains their unbreakable 
unity, their military efficiency in battle. Unity of thought and 
feeling against fascim. We have seen other examples of this 
fact which to some seem like a miracle — we have seen Repu- 
blicans, Democrats, Socialists, Communists, Anarchists, a 




whole people united under the banner of Republican Spain un- 
conditionally, without expecting anything ; without asking 
for anything. All united! A young English lad, Mackenzie, the 
son of a British Admiral, was fighting here and was wounded on 
the side of an English seaman, taking orders of that very same 
seaman who was one of the organizers of the mutiny of the 
British Navy at Invergordon, In the IB the unity is the secret 
of their strength and the basis of this unity is the hatred of 
fascism. The IB was formed of men who came to Spain to fight 
against fascism, accepting unquestionably the orders of the 
Spanish Government. 

LEAVING WITH SAD HEART 

The volunteers have played a historic role inthe fight against 
fascism. Aside of their miltary contribution which was unques- 
tionably important, their presence here had an undisputed 
moral effect — it expressed the international solidarity and the 
conscience of the world that is on the side of the Spanish people. 
Their presence here was tangible proof that the Spanish people 
were not left alone, were not forsaken by the world. 

The volunteers are leaving with profound emotion. They 
all realize the correctness of the decision taken by the govern- 
ment. They are parting with regret from their friends and com- 
rades, from the Spanish people whom the}' have learned to love, 
respect and admire. Politically mature, they understand the 
political necessity of this decision and they are carrying it out 
with the same precision as they would a military order. They 
are only waiting for definite instructions and detailed infor- 
mation to proceed with the evacuation. 

The volunteers of the International Brigades will withdraw 
from Spain without placing the slightest obstacles in the way 
of the Republican Government,, for the volunteers are only 
interested in one thing — the triumph of the Republic,the 
triumph of the Spanish people. 
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The ceremonies connected with 
t lie withdrawal of the volunteers 
revealed in a dramatic form the 
deep bonds of affection existing 
between the Spanish people and 
the Internationals. Countless num- 
ber of letters by individuals, or- 
ganizations, combatants and civi- 
lians keep pouring in, all expressing 
ihe same thought and sentiment, 
appreciation and gratitude, the 
same high respect for these men 
of ideals and principle who came 
here to sacrifice their lives, if need 
tie, to aid the Spanish people. 

The endless chain of fiestas on 
Company, Battalion, Brigade, Di- 
vision and Army Corps scale ; the 
fiestas in the villages, towns, pro- 
vinces with all their gayety and 
exuberance carried the same leit- 
motif — the mutual feeling of ge- 
nuine regret at parting, the know- 
ledge that time will never erase 
the love the Internationals and 
Spanish people carry for each 
other in their heart. 

It would be physically impossi- 
ble to give a lengthy description 
to every one of these fiestas. We 



limit ourselves to the description 
which ue publish below : 

A farewell festival in honor of 
the International Volunteers of 
the 35th Division was celebrated 
on Sunday, October 17 — precise 
day of the second anniversary of 
the birth of the International Bri- 
gades in Albacete — with an un- 
precedented spirit of genuine com- 
radeship and enthusiasm between 
Spaniards and Internationals. 

During the morning hours a co- 
lorful parade of Internationals of 
the Division took place, reviewed 
by officials of the Inter- Brigades 
and officers of the Anny 0? the 
Ebro. The stolid Germans of the 
nth, the indomitable Poles of 
the 13th, the plucky U. S., British, 
Cuban and Canuck lads of the 
15th, marched down from around 
the mountain bends, presenting to 
tie reviewers, Reus and Barcelona 
civilian delegations, a brilliant and 
inspiring scene of antifascist sol- 
diery : order, discipline, a cadence 
that carried with it two years of 
hardening experiences, from Ma- 
drid to Cordoba, Guadalajara to 





Allha reviewing stand - from left to right top row, Luigi Gallo, Andre Marty 

and Divisional Commander Merino 



Teruel, Aragon and Ebro. 

When the parade was over, a 
dinner was held in a courtyard 
where present among others, were 
Andr^ Marty, founder and Luigi 
Gallo, Commissar-Inspector of the 
International Briga des, Lt. - Col. 
Hans, until recently Commander of 
the 45th Division and Ludwig 
Renn, famous exiled German 
author. 

Honor cards for valiant service 
to the Spanish cause were presen- 
ted by Jose Maria Sastre, Commis- 
sar of the 35th Division, first to 
Andre Marty, then to Comrade 
Gallo and to other chiefs of the 
different units, among whom fi- 
gured John Gates, former Com- 
missar of the 15th Brigade, Majors 
Milton Wolff, Cecil Smith and Sam 
Wild. 

♦ The Spanish comrades have 
been thanking us for our contri- 
bution toward Spanish democra- 
cy », said Comrade Gallo, in his 
brief talk after dinner, * but I 
want to take this opportunity, in 
the name of all Internationals, in 
the name, in particular, of the 
men who came from countries un- 
der fascist terror, of our German, 
Polish and my own Italian coun- 
trymen who are daily struggling 
against their fascist oppressors in 
these lands, to thank the Spanish 
people for their courageous and 
unvacillating stand they have 
taken from the -start of the war 
and continue to take' in the face 
of treachery of the democracies. 
I want to thank this brave people 
for giving ns the chance to fight 
shoulder to shoulder with than 
against our common fascist MMAJ 
ox civilization *. 

Comrade Marty outlined the 
role of the true volunteer* m- 
culing the Moorish, German and 
Italian mercenaries whom tafc fefci- 
tor Franco brought over fQBfla 
other lands to strangle demociaay 



■ in Spain. « With a madjdog, \vc 
cannot fool $, he said, <- we must 
annihilate it. Fascism is a mad 
dog and we shall kill it ». 

Among his closing words were : 
* The true volunteers leave their 
rifles and depart from Spain to 
carry on the battle against fas- 
cism in their own lands. The battle- 
front for them will now be in 
Varsovia, Paris, I.ondon,New York, 
wherever the volunteer returns, 
his voice will be raised in defense 
of the Spanish people and against 
fascism. They leave their rifles as 
a weapon and take up the instru- 
ment of propaganda for the Re- 
public of Spain. * 

Mateo Merino, commander of 
the 35th Division was hailed with 
a storm of applause for his recent 
ascension from Major to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel by the Spanish Go- 
vernment. 

Dancing took place in the late 
afternoon and evening. The Di- 
vision band provided American, 
Spanish and Catalan dance music. 

Cries to hear from Lt . -Col . Taguetia 
and Comissar Fulsimafia, chiefs 
of the 15th Army Corps (in which 
the 35th Division is incorporated), 
who were present at the dance, 
were echoed throughout the crow - 
dedliall Comrade Fulsimafia spoke 
first, bidding farewell to the Inter- 
national Volunteers and asserted 
that the People's Army will know- 
how to carry on the splendid tra- 
dition of the International Briga- 
des on all fronts. He added that 
the greatest tribute to the memory 
of the outgoing volunteers will be 
■aid by smashing fascism on 
Spanish soil. 

Lt.-Cel. Taguefia laid emphasis 
-jpgs tbfe new powers of the Peoples 
jk irmy* and told how the Interna- 
imkWH in the efeation of 
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The History of the Mac- 




In the front lines 

The Canadian Mac-Paps, one 
of the hardest fighting units in 
the International Brigades, have 
blazed^a trail of important mili- 
tary achievements since Oct, 13 th. 
1937 — the day they receivdot 
ning the best and longest trai- 
ning any battalion had received 
up the that rim, the Mac-Paps 
were called into their first action 
on October 13th at Fuentes de 
Ebro. Every man was ready, every 
man was eager and wehn the 
order came to go over the top 
the Battalion gave a good account 
of itself. The only criticism that 
may ve advanced that the boys 
were a bit too daring nd to 
reckless — a characteristic they 
share in common with all the 
Republican troops. From the days* 
of the first Fnuetes baslles the 
name of the Mac-Paps has ben 
come known throughout Spanis 

In those early days the Mac- 
Paps were lead by Capt. Bob 



at 8lerra Pandolt 

Thompson and Commissar Joe 
Dallet. Capt. Thompson has since 
returned to the United States suf 
fering from sickness and his early 
wound and Commissar Dallet fell 
in the Fuentes battle at the head 
of his troops. 

It should be explained that the 
presence of Americans and Spa- 
niards in the Canadian Battalion 
is due to the policy of « mixed bri- 
gades a followed by the Republi- 
can Army — a good way to pro- 
mote international solidarity ans 
to increase fighting efficiency. 

The comamradeship between Ca- 
nadians, Americans and Spaniards 
who fight fascism shoulder to 
shoulder can serve as an example 
to the people back home to unit, 
against the spreading fasceismin. 
Canada. Undoubtedly the vor- 
lunteers who are returning from 
the Spanisg struggle will contri- 
bute much to the anti-fascist mo- 
vement in Canada. 




Major Smith and Frank Rogers, the Commander and Commlusr^of Mao-Papa 



It was while the Battalion was 
at rest in an old Spanish castle 
at Tazuela de Torres that the 
outstanding Canadian Volunteer 
— Captain E- Cecil Smith joined 
the Mac-Paps. Sol Wellman was 
then Battalion Commissar, taking 
over the post formerly held by 
Joe Dallet. Smith’s former mili- 
tary knowledge and Canadian 
background fitted him eminently 
for the post of Commander to 
which positian he was soo Ipro- 
moted. Since then his name lias 
been identified with every action 
of the Mackenzie-Papinean Bat- 



Company Three of the Mac- 
Paps made its legendary stand 
here. Under the leadership of 
-Lieut . Lionel Edwards 01 Ed- 
monton this company held its 
trenches while the enemy arti- 
llery was literally blasting the 
lop off the hill. The German arti- 
cxpcct anyone to remain alive 
in that sector after that terrific 
barrage and confidantly advised, 
an attack. 

Our boys, who clung to their 
battered trenches despite the te- 
rrific shelling permitted the enemy 
to advance within rifle and nia- 
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Mao-Paps marching to anniversary fiesta 



talion. It was soon after Captain 
Smith joined the Battalion sdas 
the Mac-Paps performed that 
outstanding feat in' the . defensa 
of Temel during the eold daysTof 
J anuary. 

Without a doubt Temel was 
the outstanding b ttle iof the 
year for the Mac-Paps. The en 
tire XV. International Brigade 
composed of American, Canadian, 
English and Spanish Battalion 
was called upon to defend th 
newly-won Republican victoryat 
Temel. During the heaviest arti 
llery barrage of the war, a barrage 
unequalled until then in inten- 
sity and accuracy, the Mac- Paps 
held a vital sector of the front. 



chine-gun runge and then opened 
devastating fire on them, driving 
the fascists back with enormous 
losses. The enemy was comple- 
tely routed. Recalling the Tereu 
days the boys in the Battalion 
still refer to that position as * Sui- 
cide Hill » or « Edwards' Hill ». 

The heroism of the Canadians 
at Teruel won-the praise not only 
of our own Army Command but 
of the war correspondents and 
Military Observers from, Britain 
and the United States as well 
The Battalion received a special 
citation of bravery from the Army 
and Captain E- Cecil Smith was 
romotedtothe rank of Major for 
is brilliant leadership in the ac- 
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At Fuentes de Ebro 

tion. The Mac-Paps werenext herad 
from in the later part of February 
when plans were being discussed 
for a « golpe de mano *, a sur- 
prise attack far behind the enemy 
lines, For this dangerous mis- 
sion the Mac-Paps and the Lin- 
coln- Washingtons were chosen — 
the Mac aps leading the way 




At the anniversary fiesta 



tlirough a break in the enemy 
lines — moving quietly but qswift- 
ly during the night. They reached 
their objectives mone too early 
and at the first crack of the dawn 
they pounced^ on the enemy for- 
tifications on a high hill. Taken 
completely by surprise the enemy 
put up very little resistance and 
in a few mnnites it was all over. 
« The fascists were caught with 
their pants off # is how the men 
describe the action. Much credit 
for the succesful action must be 
given to the heroic lads who vo 
lunteered to^csawl up the Seguro 
de los Banos hill and cut the bar- 
bed wire in advance of the-attack. 

When the fascists started thei 
large scale spring offensive early 
March the Mac-Paps were put 
into the lipes At Azuara. It was 
the « big push » of the fascists but 
only another fight for the Mac- 
Paps as they went into the lines 
The enemy attacked with over- 
whelming forces and the pressure 
was so great that orders for re- 
treat were given. But the lines 
of commuiiicacions were broken 
and the order failed to reach tho 
Battalion. Practically surrounded, 



Papineu Battalion 



the answer to all appeals to re- 
tire was : 

« We have no orders except to 
hold the lines ». — signed Majorm 
Smith. 

When the. order to retreat was 
finally communicated the Mac- 
Paps had to fight their way out 
of the enemy encirclement, was 
trek from Azuara to ‘Lecera. 
a long and arduous one. The fas- 
cists pushed ahead with fast 
tmoving whippet tanks and the 
ired troops received the order 
to hold tlie enemy advance at all 
costs to give time to the reorga- 
nization of our forces. The Mac- 
Paps had to make a stand against 
the advancing tanks. Tanks arc 
calculated to cause panic and fear 
but the Mac-Paps, with only ri- 
fles aud machine-guns — -and with 
coricencfated fire — stopped them 
at I,ecera. 

The enemy continued its over- 
whelming pressure reinforced by 
heavy artillery and hundreds of 
■bombing and strafing planes and 
the order came to retreat to Caspe. 
These were tragic days, no rest, 
no sleep, no food for days. 

At Caspe the Mac-Paps were 
ordered to coumer-attack theene- 
ray positions on Cemetery Hill. 
Led by the heroic Captain Nill 
Mafiela, and with only limited 
arftis they drove the enemy from 
the hilh Advancing with strong 
forces the enemy reoccnppied the 
hill and after a brief rest the Mac- 
Paps mude anothercounter-aUack 
despite the terrific odds. Captai 
Makela received a mortal wound 
in this action but his name will 
live on forever as a symbol of 
Canadian heroism in Spain. 

During the March offensive the 
fascists had to pay dearly for eve- 
ry inch of progress. The next bat- 
tle was at Gandesa where the 
Mac -Paps and the British held 
off six tans-attacBs. This stand 
enabled our forces to prepare the 
Ebro river defense which petma- 
•ncutly syopped the fascist offen- 




ln the front lines near Gandesa 



sive. One cannot speaB of the 
fight at Gandesa without paying 
tribute to Lieut, Sol Rose, who 
later became Battalion Adjutant. 
His courage and antifascist con- 
victions inspired everyone to get 
into the battle. 

Those March days were tragic 
days for the Battalion. Everyone’s 
faith in victory was tested. The 
Government issued the solgan; 
* Resistance is victory ! * Many 
doubted. Others could not inders- 
tand. But today this slogan is 
understood by all and it a living 
reality. 

Our succesful Ebro River cros- 
sing offensive was a revenge fro 
our fallen comrades. The impor- 
tant role played by the Mac- 
Paps in these Ebro battles is being 
t old elsewhere . T he Repn blica n 
Army is on a forward march on 
all the fronts. And when the his- 
tory of tliis war is finally written, 
the hard fighting Mac-Paps will 
be given a prominent place in the 
victory of Republican Spain. 

Frank Rogers 

Comm. Mackenzie- Pa pineau Bon. 




Sol Ro 86| Battalion aju'dant, killed in 
action near Gandesa 
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Mac- Paps posing with their flag In Front of Canadian ambulance 
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FROM ASTURIAS TO RIO EBRO 

* 



Attacks and counterattacks. — “Just like in Astu- 
rias!”. — Major Valledor exults as the Brigade pro- 
ceeds to administer defeat after defeat to the fascists 

'By SANDOR VOROS 

( Former Chief of the Commissariat of the XV International Brigade) 




. B. H. Q. at Sierra Pandols 



' 11 

Ihe Brigade crossed the Ebro 
as If on manouver. Squad after 
squad rushed the river bank, em- 
barked in boats, rowed across, 
clambered quickly up the moun 
tam$ on the other side of the river. 
The intense period of training and 
manouvers has bom fruit. The 
* beefers * who had resented the 
♦silly night manouvers* where they 
were ordered to approach a dried 
out riverbed silently, take a short 
sprint in small groups, crouch down 
and row with imaginary oars, jump 
and run fast for the nearest cover 
now realized the v^isdom under- 
lying ♦ this play-acting ». 

The crossing took on the appea- 
rance of a beach party. The Ebro 
rtver which for months had pre- 
sented an insurmountable barrier 
to the fascist advance, yielded 
easily to the audacious attack of 
the Republican Army. Men and 
Command were equally jubilant. 
Valledor stood on the exposed 
beach with his Staff unmindful of 
the fascist 75 's, supervising the 
operation and as the crossing pro- 
ceeded in quick order he kept on 
exclaiming jubilantly : 

♦ Look at them. Just like on 
manouvers ! *. 

The Battalions that crossed ra- 
pidly reformed their lines 011 the 
other side and advanced cross- 
country over the mountains to- 
wards their objectives. 

The Brigade made rapid pro- 
gress. The fascists, completely un- 
derrating the offensive capacity of 
the reorganized Republican Army, 
concentrated most of their troops a t 
the Lev ante for a drive on Valencia 
leaving the Ebro sector denuded. 
Their remaining troops, compara- 
tively few in numbers, were taken 
by surprise and offered but spo- 
radic resistance. The Lincoln-Was- 
hington and the 59th Battalions 
moved towards Fatarella wiping 
out all resistance on the way 
while the Mac- Paps after a brief 
fight took A sc 6 with defending 
garrison,- batteries and all. The 



British Battalion advanced on the 
left flank protecting the rear of tne 
13th Brigade and clearing the 
mountains of the few bands who 
were putting up a desperate re- 
sistance. 

The end of the day’s fighting 
found the 35. Division a few kilo- 
metres south of Gandesa, fully 24 
hours ahead of its schedule. Cor- 
bera was ours, taken by the 13. 



Brigade which formed the spear- 
head of the attack. 

The advance was not all smooth 
sailing. While many of the enemy 
forces were clearly demoralised 
and offered but feeble resistance, 
some of their troops held on des- 
rately on the mountain tops and 
d to be dislodged by assault and 
handgrenades. And then, the fas- 
cist aviation! 

Their observation plane appeared 
early in the morning. One flight 
over the river was enough. Alter 
dropping its load of bombs it scur- 
ried back with the report — sped on 
its way by volleys of rifle and 
machine-gun fire from the ground. 

The first encounter with the 
plane demonstrated the effectiv- 
eness of the anti-avion trainin g . 
Instead of ceasing all activity whi- 
le the plane was overhead the men 
opened- fire on it. forcing it up to 
such high altitude that its bombs 
fell wide from the mark despite 
the depse concentration of troops 
on the rivetbunk- 

As soon as news of the offensive 



readied the fascists they reacted 
with fury. In a few hours Italian 
and German planes literally dar- 
kened the skies looking for the ad- 
vancing troops and bombing eve- 
rything within sight. The Fascists 
were rushing up troops, artillery 
and tanks, depending on their air- 
force in the meantime to paralyze 
the advance by destroying bridges, 
bombing communication lines, and 



forcing the advanfcing troops to 
lie down and take to cover. 

The planes followed the same 
tactics that had proved so effec- 
tive during their Aragon offensive. 
They came in threes, in sixes, in 
dozens and at times in groups as 
many as 50-60 heavy bombers with 
their complement of innumerable 
chasers, — Fiats, Heinkels, Domiers 
and Messerschmidts of all types, 
and armaments. They would cir- 
cle overhead slowly, gping around 
and around with an overpowering 
roar of the motors to strike terror 
into the heart of all living ; to 
serve notice that they see every- 
thing and nothing alive can escape 
their observation; to panic the in- 
fantry with a terrific doom of ine- 
vitable destruction. 

Impressive as the circus was it 
did not w ©A this time. Disregar- 
ding the ptanes the troops conti- 
nued their rapid forward march 
taking to cover only when the 
planes were heading straight to- 
wards them. Immediatly the pla- 
nes passed overhead the troops 



resumed their march. The planes 
strafed and bombed but file trai- 
ned troops did not panic and con- 
sequently suffered few casualties. 
Subjectively, thc.se bombings had 
an adverse effect to tliat they in- 
tended to create. After being bom- 
bed and machine-gunned repea- 
tedly by dozens of planes with 
liardly any casualties the men gai- 
ned in confidence and even the 
new recruits discovered to their 
own satisfaction that aerial bom- 
bing in the field is far less effective 
tlian the imagination may make 
it appear. 

The troops halted at night, ti- 
red but jubilant. They have mar- 
ched all night and all day without 
food or water ; they have crossed 
tlie river and penetrated far into 
fascist territory ; they have fought 
and routed the enemy capturing 
prisoners and valuable war mate- 
rial ; they have been bombed and 
strafed over and over again and 
proved they can take it ; the new 
recruits, mostly Catalan youth, ac- 
uitted themselves creditably un- 
er their first fire — they had alt 
reasons to be jubilant. They were 
full of fight and impatient to go on. 
They had -confidence in their lea- 
dership — Major Valledor and his 
Staff was always on she spot, ad- 
vancing with the vanguard and 
giving personal direction 16 the 
operations. 

By next day the fascist resis - 
tance stiffened materially. They 
managed to bring up heavy rein- 
forcements at the cost of discon- 
tinuing their Levanle offensive — 
the main objective of the Repu- 
blican Army in crossing the Ebro. 
They had artillery and tanks while 
the Republican troops were still 
limited to machine guns and ri- 
fles alone since the bridgesover the 
Ebro were destroyed by bombing 
as fast as they were being put 
up due to lack of anti-aircraft de- 
fenses. 

To meet the stiffened resistance 
the Division assigned the British 
and Afac-Pap Battalions to the 13 
Brigade in whose sector they were 
operating. This left Valledor tem- 
porarily in command of only two 
Battalions, the Lincoln- Washing- 
tons and the 59th. No Commander 
ever likes to part with any part of 
his troops even temporarily but 
Valledor did not show a trace of 
resentment. Victory over the ene- 
my was his only consideration, 
personal ambition or vanity never 
entered his make-up. 

His concern for these troops ma- 
nifested itself in another way. Al- 
though the British and Mac-Paps 
were outside of his command and 
responsibility for them rested with 
the 13th Brigade, Valledor would 
visit them in broad daylight dis- 
regarding the artillery barrage and 
assist them with badly needed 
supplies. 

When, after two weeks of in- 
tense fighting, of attacks a nd coun- 
ter-attacks, the troops were relie- 
ved for a few days of rest and the 
Brigade w a s reunited Valledor was 
as happy as if at a family reunion. 
He dipped into his private stock 




Crossing of the Ebro 
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and dished out cigarettes to eve- 
rybody within reach ; he solici- 
tously inquired about the health 
of everyone; he was open with 
raise and eager to discuss details ; 
e shook hands, patted shoulders 
and peremptorily ordered the wri- 
ter who had been with the British 
during the offensive to have his 
two weeks growth of beard sha- 
ved off immediatly. He knew about 
everything and was ready to listen 
to everybody, exhibiting an in- 
timacy with his men that normally 
would take long months to ac- 
quire. 

Going back to the lines at Sierra 
Pandols, the Brigade had the task 
of holding back the fierce fascist- 
counter-attacks that had as their 
objective, as widely announced in 
the world press, to drive the Re- 
publican Army back to the other 
side of the Ebro. The -fascists 
attacked with an intense concen- 
tration of artillery and avion bom- 
bardment without a let up for days, 
squandering men and material 
recklessly but the Brigade held 
fast. 

When the Brigade moved in 
there were hardly any fortifica- 
tions. For the most part the men 
had to find whatever little cover- 
there was behind rocks and cre- 
vices, in shell craters and in shallow 
trenches hardly a foot or two deep. 
The rocky mountain tops lent them- 
selves little to fortification work 
but Valledor came from Asturias 
where he had learnt how to face 
such obstacles. Under his orders 
fortification work was carried on 
ceaselessly with notable results. 
The first days flying rock caused 
almost as many casualties as 
shrapnel but as fortification work 
increased the number of casualties 
sharply declined. Valledor Worked 
with untiring energy, visiting po- 
sitions, ordering improvements. 
On one of these tours a shell landed 



right in the midst of his party mor- 
tally wounding captain Schmidt, 
Chief of the Engineers, who was 
walking on his side. Valledor was 
deeply moved by the loss of this 
capable comrade but continued 
with his tour. 

When " the , Brigade left Sierra 
Pandols it turned over to the re- 
lieving troops a network of forti- 
fications that was able to withs- 
tand the heaviest bombardment ; 
fortifications that had enabled the 
Brigade to repulse attack after at- 
tack, forcing the enemy to retire in 
disorder and leave the fields strewn 
with the bodies of some of their 
best, shock^troops. The Division 
Order citing the Brigade for exam- 
plary work was weB deserved by 
men and Commander alike. 

After a few days rest the Brigade 
was again called into action under 
conditions that would try any but 
the stoutest hearts. After a con- 
centration of artillery fire and 
aerial bombardment that surpas- 
sed world war intensity and which 
literally blasted the top off the 
mountains where Our defending 



forces were located, the fascist suc- 
ceeded in forcing a breach which, 
u nl ess countered mrcaediatly, might 
have resulted very seriously. The 
Brigade was given the -urgent task 
to bridge the gap immediatly and 
hold up at all costs the fascist 
infantry which was advancing with 
tanks behind the terrific bar- 
rage. 

When the call came the Brigade 
was in resetve, in an other part 
of the front, quite a few miles away 
from the threatened sector. It was 
broad daylight with planes conti- 
nuously overhead, a time where 
any movement of troops was bound 
to evoke immediate response from 
the artillery and plapes. 

Speed was all important. The 
troOps had to get there in time or 
it might be too late. Valledor did 
not hesitate. 

The Battalions were immediatly 
assembled and rushed to the threa- 
tened sector. To speed up the mo- 
vement Valledpr, with an auda- 
cious move, ordered the troops to be 
transported by the brigade trucks 
over the shell -swept highway which 
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Was under open artillery observa- 
tion. His calculations proved to be 
correct. The artillery and aviation 
was so preoccuppied with the sec- 
tor under immediate attack that 
the highways were overlooked and 
the transport of troops was accom- 
plished without casualties. By the 
time the artillery recovered from 
its surprise and beghn paying se- 
rious attention the troops were 
moving into counterattack over 
the fields. In less than two and half 
hours from the time of the order 
the Brigade was exchanging shots 
with the enemy, stopping their 
advance. 

In the enauinj? operations Valle- 
dor got into his full stride. This 
was the type of warfare he was ac- 
customed to in the Asturias de- 
fensive warfare, defense by ma- 
neuver and counter-attack, - hol- 
ding on to every inch of the ground, 
never overlooking a favorable po 
sision either for defense or as a 
starting point from where to launch 
an offensive. 

The Battalions responded splen 
didly. Time after time they turned 
back attacks by tanks with ma- 
chine-gun fire and hand-grenades. 
At one time the fascists attacked 
with 27 tanks, sending 10 tanks 
against the Lincoln- Washington 
alone.— the attack was repulsed. 
One company of the 59th Batta- 
lion, composed entirely of Spa- 
niards, turned ba<k six tanks by 
rifle fire putting one entirely out 
of commission. 

Sticking to their post even un- 
der the most intense barrage, they 
mowed down the attacking fascist 
infantry and counter-attacked with 
unfaltering courage whenever they 
received the order. The Mac -Paps 
made six attacks in a single day. 
They faced the best shock-troops 
of Franco, the Navarees, Terctos, 
and Moors and inflicted terrific 
casualties on them. 

During one of these attacks they 
brought down a fascist plane by 
rifl e fire — a feat, that caused 
boundless enthusiasm- and, faci* 
dentally, gave rise to considerable 
rivalry since each Battalion clai- 
med %he honor for its own. 

One of the outstanding feats of 
this action was taking a comm- 
manding height from the fasewts 
by a brilliant •maneuver in which 
the British and the 59th Bat- 
talions played the prominent 
roles. 

« The Brigade has worked as 
one unit throughout commented 
Valledor afterwards, « and has 
again demonstrated that it could 
be depended on under any and 
all conditions. Tanks are not phan- 
tastic monsters and our inch lear- 
ned how to make them turn back 
fast. The Brigade knows how to 
carry out orders with audacity, 
speed and accuracy. And the 
basis of all this is the excellent 
spirit of friendship and co-opera- 
tion between our Spanish ana In- 
ternational comrades *. 

The battle of Ebro is far from 
being over. The Internationals had 
been withdrawn. But every single 
one of them feels secure that the 
XY Brigade, under the able lea- 
dership of this Asturian, will keep 
on adding many more glorius chap* 
ter to the history of the Republi- 
can Amy. 




Valledor visiting the British Battalion near Gandesa 
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The first British volunteers arri- 
ved in Spain in October 1936. 
They came singly at first, then 
in small groups. By December they 
were coming in . hundreds and 
early in January they were able 
to form a complete Battalion, be- 
coming the foundation * Battalion 
of the XV, Brigade. 

When the Battalion went into 
action in February at Jarama it 
was fortunate to Iiaye within its 
ranks a company which had al- 
ready gone through the baptism 
of fire. The first English speaking 
company — ■ now the Major Attlee 
Company — ■ composed of British 
and Irish volunteers did valiant 
wjork during December and Ja- 
nuary on the Cordoba and Madrid 
fronts. It joined the ^British Bat- 
talion on the eve its departure in 
February. 

From that day to this, the Bri- 
tish Battalion, now the oldest 
Battalion in the XV. Brigade has 
taktn part in every action in 
which tn& Brigade has fought. Its 
history is one of sacrifice, he- 
roism and endurance that could 
only be found in a Battalion of 







British Battalion on march 

peculiarities of the type of fighting in every one of them the British 
in Spain. Lack of arms and pres- volunteers have brought honour 
sure of time has robbed Them of to their country. Who can men- 
the opportunity for adequat etrai- tlon Ternel without remembering 
ning. The Jarama -campaign was the British Battalion which for near- 
a baptism of such a tierce and Iy a month held and improved its 
sudden character, fought under positions in face, of the most cruel 



had gone and disaster seemed ine- 
vitable. 

. At Caspe, surrounded by ma- 
chine guns and tanks, the Bat- 
talion again /ought its way- out. 
When Sam Wild, Battalion Com- 
mander, and a. number of others 
were captured they used their 
fists in good old British style and 
got away. Three times the Bat- 
talion was driven back by withe- 
ring artillery and machine gun 
fire. Three times it went forward 
again at tremendous . cost until 
ordered to withdraw by the Bri- 
gade. 

At Gandesa, reduced to 70 men 
— with the other Battalions^ ( o 
206 - — it held the road all day 
on that vital 2nd of April. It re- 
pulsed six attacks by tanks and 
did not budge an inch in face of 
the continous artillery fire. By 
its stand that day the Battalion 
gave the main army time to cross 
the Ebro and blow up the bridges 
thus bringing to an end the fas- 
cist advance. 

Now the Battalion has fought 
its last action as an International 
Battalion. In the first Ebro offen- 
sive the Battalion has fought in 
the glorious traditions of Jarama. 
The epic of Hill 481 is too fresh 
in the memory, the thoughts of 




At thA Battalion flefcta 



At the Battalion floaty 



high morale and • deep political 
conviction. 

The enemy knows the stuff 
of which our BattalioH is made. 
Against it both here and in' Bri- 
tain a stream of lies and misrepre- 
sentations have been directed by 
Franco and his friends. How mairy 
times have they announced the 
wiping out of the Battalion? Yet 
in subsequent battles, could they 
still speak, many Moors, Italians 
and Phalangists could have tes- 
tified sadly to the contrary. 

From every one of its actions 
the. Battalion has been able to 
draw some lesson. In every suc- 
ceeding battle it has gone in more 
highly trained, able to deliver 
more powerful blows to the enemy. 
Today it is at the height of its 
glory and is the pride of the Bri- 
tish Labour Movement. 

Looking back at some of the 
feats of the Battalion one mar- 
vels at the endurance, the heroism 
and capacity for sacrifice that 
has been displayed. 

At Jarama the volunteers had 
practically no knowiedge of the 



the worst possible conditions, -that 
even if no other action had .been 
fought, the record of the Bat- 
talion would still be an epic. 

In subsequent actions tie high 
traditions of J aratna were well 
maintained. There is not suffi- 
cient space available for me to 
detail the various campaigns but 



artillery barrage which the war 
had up to then produced? 

In the tragic days of .March and 
April, 1938, when the defeatists 
and pessimists were at their lou- 
dest, the Battalion fought to the 
last ditch for every position. 

At Belchite it fought its way 
out of the town when its flanks 



comrades who fell too painful 
to allow of an adequate descrip- 
tion. ^t is a story that will thrill 
generations to come — the story 
of action that won for the Bri- 
tish Battalion the title « Shock 
Battalion of the XV, Brigade ». 

And those who return — they 
return with the pride of men who 
have made history. They have 
saved the honour of their country. 
They have proved to the brave 
people of Spain tliat the real Bri- 
tain is their friend and has no- 
thing in common with Cham- 
berlain. 

They go home to launch such 
a campaign as will rouse the en- 
tire country and drive this Go- 
vernment of Cliamberlain into the 
oblivion it deserves. 

We have confidence in you. 
You will go forward with the 
aid which the Internationals will 
mobilize in the democratic coun- 
tries to complete victory and 
independence for Spain. 

Bob Cooney 

Commissar, British ( 57th) B on. 




Part of the staff — British Battalion 
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AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS 

IN SPAIN 



Of all the International volun- 
teers the Americans were the last 
ones to appear on the scene in 
Spain. The first volunteers were 
mostly from the neighboring coun- 
tries, mainly from France. Only 
when the struggle had shown in- 
dications of becoming a prolon- 
ged one did the Americans co- 
me to Spain in considerable num- 
bers. 

Aside from a few individuals, the 
first organized group of American 
volunteers arrived in Spain on 
January 5. 1937. In a few wee ^ s 
enough of them had arrived to 
form a Battalion of their own, the 
Abraham Lincoln Battalion. They 
went into action for the first time 
in the middle part of February at 
Tarama and though the majority 
had only two -or three weeks pre- 
vious military training and the 
rest none at all, they gave a good 
account of themselves right from 
the start. Only when the Jaraiua 
front became a stationary one did 
they have a chance to start trai- 
ning in earnest — right in the 
front lines. 

While the Lincolns were hol- 
ding the lines at Jarama, new vo- 
lunteers kept arriving every month. 
Soon there was enough of them to 
form a second Battalion, the Geor- 
ge Washington. When the XV. Bri- 
gade entered the Brunete offensive 
on July 6, 1937, it; uas abl ? to 
draw on two American Battalions, 
the Lincoln and the Washington. 
Both Battalions did exceedingly 
well in the offensive, so much so 
that they received special mention 
and from then on the Americans 
uere counted as on par with the 
best International troops. Quite an 
accomplishment. Quite an accom- 
plishment for the other Interna- 
tional troops were composed, for 
the most part, of seasoned men, 
many of tneni with years of pre- 
vious military service and world 
war experience. 

During the Brunete offensive the 
two America n Ba 1 1 al io ns were 
merged into one, taking on the 
name of Lincoln -Washington Bat- 
talion. 



The Lincoln-Washington Bat- 
talion participated in every enga- 
gement fought by the XV. Brigade. 
Quinto, Belchite, Puentes de Ebro, 
Teruel, Seguros de los Banos, the 
defense of Aragon and the Ebro 
offensive are forever linked with 
the name of the XV. Brigade and 
the |Lincoln - Washington Batta- 
lion. 

The fighting ability displayed by 
the Lincoln Washington Battalion 
wasi to a large extent, responsible 
for the gradual changing of public 
opnion in the United States to- 
wards Loyalist Spain. Even the 
most reactionary American news- 
papers couldn't help but feature 
the feat of arms performed by 
their valiant countrymen in Spain. 

It would take volumes to relate 
in detail all the individual acts of 
bravery performed by the Ame- 
rican volunteers of the Lincoln- 
Washington Battalion and in the 
other units where they served. For 
the participation of the American 
volunteers did not limit itself to 
this battalion alone. The two En- 
glish speaking Batteries, the John 
Brown and the Secnod Battery 
both had a large contingent of 
America 11 vol u nteers . Americans 
had also played an important part 
in transportation and in the orga- 
nization of the First Regiment of 
Train. And last, but not least, 
there were the American doctors 
and nurses sent by the Medical 
Bureau, who came to well earned 
fame by their own right. 

The American volunteers re- 
presented a cross section of contem- 
porary America. Sons of rich and 
poor, farmhands and factory wor- 
kers, students and teachers, college 
professors, seamen, clerks and whi- 
te collar workers, artists, writers, 
painters, newspapermen — there 
is hardly any calling in life that 
lacked representation. Descendants 
of the early American pioneers* 
men from every state of the Union, 
Negro and White, native born and 
Americans of foreign extraction 
fought shoulder to shoulder with 
heir Spanish brothers united byt 
a principle , by the common 




love of freedom, democracy and 
peaca. 

Fighting with the Americans 
from their first action on was an 
important group of Central and 
South Americans- volunteers from 
Cuba, Mexico, Argentina — the 
bravest of the brave. 

The chapter of the International 
Brigades has closed. Their historic 
mission finished, the volunteers are 
leaving for home. But the lessons 
they have learned here will never 
be forgotten. As the American vo- 
lunteers have stated in their fare- 
well message over the radio : 

* Fighting shoulder to shoulder 
with our heroic Spanish comrades 
we have learned more in these 
months from our personal expe- 
riences than we could have lear- 
ned from book in fifty years at 
home. 

* We have learned how to rip 
off the demagogic mask of fascism 
to expose its full savage barbarity 
that lies beneath it. We have seen 
* Christianity defended » by Moors, 
and the massacre of hundreds of 
thousand Catholics in the name 
of « Christianity *. We have seen 
Catholic priests hanged, shot, mur- 
dered by the fascist hordes because 
they chose to remain faithful ,to 
faith. We have seen a country in- 
vaded, her innocent people, men,, 
women, and children butchered 
her towns, villages razed to the 
ground. And we know that the 
same fate awaits our own coun- 
try, our own people unless fas- 



cism is checked, and checked in 
time. 

* We are departing with a lesson 
that we learned from you in Spain. 
This lesson was sealed in blood, 
in the blood of hundreds of our 
best friends and comrades, the 
bravest sons America has produ- 
ced. But this lesson, bought at 
the highest price, may well be the 
salvation 01 not only America, 
but of all humanity — if acted 
upon in time. 

» This lesson is the strength that 
lies in unity ; the strength of a 
people united in a government of 
a genuine People's Front — in 
the interest of the poeple them- 
selves. 

« We have learned that fascism 
can never conquer a country whose 
people are united ; that fascism 
can be brought to its knees by a 
people who rise against it ; that 
fascism can be smashed by a peo- 
ple who value their freedom above 
everything else. 

* We are departing full of con- 
fidence in the ability of the heroic 
Spanish People's Army to bring 
this war to victory. 

» And we are leaving with a pro- 
mise — a pledge, solemn and 
grave — that we will not rest a 
single minute until the « arms em- 
bargo » is lifted to permit Spain 
to obtain the arms she needs 
and that we will dedicate our lives 
to help to smash fascism forever 
so that freedom, peace, and de- 
mocracy prevail. 
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TO ENGLAND J 

| from the English dead § 

§ We, who were English once had ey .s and saw § 

| The savage greed of those who made this war 1 

| Tear up frc*n earth, like a hog loose in flowers = 

1 So many lives as young and strong as ours, I 

1 You, England, stood apart from Spain's affair, | 

| You said you were secure In sea and cliff | 

| While others sank In fUthy war, as If | 

I You kept some old virginity In there, | 

i While the black armies marched and the dead fell, | 

§ You toldeo your English people all was well, I 

| And shutting eyes to war was finding peace. | 

| You told them once, all slavery most cease. | 

§ Dishonourable England I We In Spain j 

| Who died, died proudly, but not In your name; | 

| Our friends will keep the love we felt for you | 

Among your maht green landscapes and smoot hhilla, 

Talk of It over honest window sills | 

| And teach our children we were not untrue. | 

Not for those others, more like alien men 1 

I Who, quick to please our slayers, let them pass, f 

I Not for them i 

| We English lie beneath the Spanish grass. | 

THE GUNNER 

| The gunner on his crest | 

Watched the battalions waiting to assault I 

1 And saw his friend, relaxed there as If dead § 

| Among the rest. 1 

| He'll go at the first shout, the gunner said, § 

§ Meantime the waiting makes his mind still | 

i As a watch when it's wound up* sometimes will I 

| Until you shake It = 

§ He'll go — I know that fellow well enough, | 

= 1 shouldn't wonder If the going's tough. = 

I Oh God, the gunner said, I hope he'Hmake It I I 

1 There's that Com «hed fascist rather going again. | 

1 Give me another five, Chief, or they'll start i 

I Before we've got it. Give me another five — | 

1 I want to see that man come out alive. = 

| Miles Tomalln 1 

fli 1 1 iimiiiMm mm 1 ti mi h m 1 [i UMHtHitiiMnTtVHiiifiiitHiiuiimiHiiimtitmiim HiniitHHmiMMMtminMiiMiamufHHmHHitmMimif 1 



Some Officers of the Lincoln-Washington 




The withdrawal of 
from the X 



Top center — The Brigade at 
farewell parade. 

Top left — John Gales, depar- 
ting Commissar delivering 
his last address to the 
troop* 

Center left — Officers and so- 
me of the trade union dele- 
gates at !he review i ng stand. 

Bottom left— Departing Inter- 
nationals of the Llncoln- 
Washlngton Battalion. 
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the Internationals 
f 3rigade 



Center, right — The ^farewell 
banquet. 



Bottom center — Major Mal- 
colm Dunbar, Chief of 
Staff. 



Bottom, right — Departing In- 
ternationals of the British 
Bat alion. 
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The “Fighting Canucks “ 

Elsewhere in this issue we publish a short history of the 
Mackenzie- Papineu Battalion — a year of fighting and outstan- 
ding military achievements that made the # fighting Canucks » 
known all over Spain. At this time it is well to recall that the 
record of the Canadian volunteers antedates by far the for- 
mation of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. 

The Canadians have been fighting in Spain ever since Ja- 
rama, going into action at the same time as the volunteers 
from United States. The original Lincoln Battalion had a whole 
section of Canadians at the time it received its baptism of fire 
in the bitter days of February, 1937. 

At Brunete the George Washington Battalion (later merged 
with the Lincolns) had entered into battle with an entire com- 
pany of Canadians under the command of Lieut. Yardos from 
Toronto and it was here that the term « fighting Canucks » or- 
ginated — bestowed upon the Canadians by their comrades-in- 
arms as a tribute to their fearless and couragous action. 

Neither was the contribution of the Canadians limited to the 
XV. Brigade alone. Canadians of foreign extraction made up 
an important contingent of the Dombrowsky, Rakosi and Dimi- 
trov Battalions. The artillery and anti-aircraft, the transport 
and Sanitary Service have all had their fair quota of Canadians. 

Wherever they served they were noted for their devotion, 
their unswerving loyalty to the antifascist cause — capable, 
courageous, able and dependable — the hard-hitting « fighting 
Canucks » the Canadian people can well be proud of. 



THE LAST ISSUE 

With the preesent issue the Volunteer for Liberty suspends 
publication. We announce this fact with regret mingled with 
pleasure — regret over the passing of the magazine that has 
been so closely tied up with our life here; and the pleasure 
that arises out of the knowledge that the Volunteer for Liberty 
along with the International volunteers have fulfilled the role 
assigned to them by History. 

The Volunteer for Liberty has been a magazine for soldiers 
by soldiers. It was first published by the Comissariat of War 
of the Idternational Brigades along with similar publications 
in French, German, Italian, Czech and Polish on May 24th, 
1937, to bring to the volunteers in their own language, an 
account of the development of the struggle in which they were 
engaged. All the editors, beginning with Ralph Bates, and 
followed by Edwin Rolfe, John Tisa, and the present editors 
have been members of the International Brigades with a re- 
cord of front service and military experience as were most of 
our contributors. Our aim was to mirror the shifting scenes 
of the Spanish struggle and to organize the experiences of its 
reader-participants in order to equip them better for the 
battle against fascism. 

The role played by the Intarnational volunteers is treated 
fully by Comrade Andre Marty elsewhere in this issue and it 
needs no repetition here. It is sufficient to state that the Vo- 
lunteer for Liberty shares the fully confidence of all English 
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Sorry, Carney, but it Just hasn’t 
worked out that way 



Going through his pockets your 
editor found an old clipping which 
he has long treasured and which 
was a constant source 0 ! enjoyment 
to him, especially during the Ebro 
battles. 

The clipping Is from the New 
York Times, April 17, 1938, and Is 
a product of the masterly collabora 
tlon between our old friends Carney 
and the Generalissimo. We repro- 
duce it in full, If for no other pur- 
pose than to emphasize the military 
lesson It contains, to wit : It takes 
two to make a bargain. - 

INSURGENTS' PLANS OUT- 
LINED 

By WILLIAM P. CARNEY 

•Special cable to The New York 
Times 

VINAROZ, Spain, April 16 — 
Whike the Nationalists (Insurgents) 
consolidated their positions in this 
sector today their military situa- 
tion was summarized by one of 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco's 
staff officers here. 

He said all land communications 
— namely , telephone , telegraph, rail- 
road and high way connections — 
between Catalonia and the rest of 
republican Spain had been severed. 
The Government's best troops, sum- 
moned hastily from Madrid and 
other fronts to the Catalan front , 
have been isolated, he declared, and 
he asserted that the republicans' 
inability to manoeuvre would make 
possible the continued destruction 
of their army bit by bit. 

The Maestrazgo region, which is 
the key to Valencia's defenses, has 
been lost, it was said, and the re- 
publican forces in the Teruel sector 
are now in a critical position. Thus 
Sagunto, with its metal works, is 
threatened, because it is on the di- 
rect road from Teruel. Moreover 
the expected capture of Tortosa will 
give General Franco control of the 
Ebro Valley from Saragossa to the 
sea* 



General Franco’s troops now oc- 
cupy a Mediterranean front twelwc 
and a half miles long. The stat/ 
officer predicted that this seacoafs 
front would be lengthened almost , 
fifty miles within three days. He 
declared that all the republican 
forces in the Tortosa sector were 
being gradually surrounded and 
that they would be obliged to flee 
toward Barcelona before next Tues- 
day. Madrid, he said, will have to 
be abandoned soon for lack of food 
and munitions. The} Alicante, Car- 
tagena and Murcia zones will cap- 
tiulate rapidly when serious oper- 
ations begin there, he added. 

Within a fortnight, the officer de- 
clared, General Franco's fleet will 
have two new Mediterranean bases 
— Tortosa and Valencia — besides 
Vinaroz, and soon thereafter, he 
said, Tarragona wit l be captured . 




r 

Sam Romer of the Mao-Raps, one of 
tho exohanged 14 American prisoner 



speaking volunteers in the ability of the heroic Spanish 
People's Army to measure up to all tasks that it is called 
upon to face. 

In saying farewell to our readers, our comrades-in-arms, 
we express the hope that the strong bond of comradeship that 
has grown up between the Internationals from the various 
countries on the other, will become even stronger as the years 
pass by, as our fight for liberty, democracy, and peace shifts 
to other fronts in other lands. The” Volunteer for Liberty was 
one of the expressions of this common bond a comradeship 
baptized by fire and cemented by countless heroic sacrifices. 
We hope that the Volunteer for Liberty will be reborn, and 
perpetuated in England, in the United States, and Canada as 
the organ of the veterans of the Spanish struggle, as the ex- 
pression of our future fight against fascism and war — 'as a 
lasting tribute to our heroic dead. 

On with the fight. Volunteers of Liberty! 

Hasta la victoria final! 

Sandor Voros, editor. 
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CAN WE EVER FORGET... 



A volunteer draws some con- 
clusions on basis of his expe- 
riences here 




After the fasdit planes visited Corbera 



After two years of lying in tren- 
ches, bomb-holes under the most 
difficult conditions, we have had 
ample time to draw certain con- 
clusions that are flesh of our flesh 
and paid for by the tremenduous 
sacrifices we have made. 

When we came to Spain fascism 
was something abstract for most of 
us — something to which we were 
opposed in principle and because 
of our democratic traditions. Here 
in Spain we have learned what 
Fascism is in reality. We have lear- 
ned it from contact with other vo- 
lunteers from Fascist countries. We 
have learned it from refugees and 
evaders from the Fascist army. 
And we have seen it with our own 
eyes, in Madrid, Barcelona, Hijar, 
Gandesa and fn hundreds of other 
towns . and cities that Fascism is 
utter savagery, barbarism and 
destruction: We have learned that 
Fascism is totalitarian warfare, 
the slaughtering of hundreds of 
thousands or millions of innocent 
men, women, children; the phy- 
sical extermination of whole na- 
sions in order to ensure and per- 
petuate the rule of a handful of 
monopoly capitalists and the 
landed nobility. 

We have heard evaders tell us 
of the terror and atrocities perpe- 
tuated on the population by Franco 
and. the Italian and Nazi invaders, 
of looting, wholesale rape and as- 
sociation. Wfe have heard the 
peasants in the vicinity of Corbera 
tell us after their liberation how 
the Fascists in cold blood murde- 
red our Comrades, the Internatio- 
nals, who had been taken prisoners 
and shown the spot where many 
of our unfortunate comrades were 
buried. Young Spanish recruits, 
pressed into the Franco army and 
captured by us, told us of the bru- 
tality existing in that army and 
their terror of the Moors who were 
given free hand to rbb, rape and 
murder with mo authority daring 
to oppose them. 

We have learned to lapgh at 
the Fascist leaflets dropped by" 
the millions by the Italian and 
Nazi planes that brazen-facedly 
promised * peace and plenty » to 
the soldiers of the Republic if 
they came over to the side of their 
« liberators ». We have learned the 
key to read Fascist propaganda, 
that * liberation * means enslave- 
ment, « peace * means war and des- 
truction, * national awakening » 
the selling of one's country and 
one's people in bondage to the 
lughest bidder. 

But we have also learned of the 
l>ower inherent in a brave and 
proud people who choose death 
rather than slavery. 

We have seen the Spanish people 
unarmed and unafraid storm the 
barracks of the rebelling army and 
at the price of mountains of their 
dead wrest the power from them 
in Madrid, Barcelona and all of 
the principal cities. 

We have seen the bands of en- 
thusiastic but poorly organized mi- 
litiamen develop into a regular 
army with ample cadres of com- 
petent military officers who have 
risen out of the struggle. A regular 



army that was not only capable 
of the brilliant feat of crossing the 
Ebro but to maintain its conquest 
in the face of the bitterest ons- 
laught ever launched by the army 
of i n vaders w it h their superior, 
and concentrated artillery, avia- 
tion and tanks. 

We have learned the tremenduos 
capacity of a People’s Front go- 
vernment to rally around itself the 
best that is in a people. The Peo- 
ple’s Front has shown itself an ins- 
trument capable of defending a 
nation against fascist aggression 
by uniting the a people behind a 
common minimum program. Al 
though the path of unity is a hard 
and tortuous one and its course 
mostly uncharted, unity in Spain 
has been developing at an ever 
increasing pace under the most 
tryingand diffieultconditions. Par- 
ties and trade unions have all lear- 
ned to soft-pedal their own special 
interests for the interests of the 
entire people as a whole. Tliose of 
us who have lived through the ago- 
nizing days of the Aragon retreat 
will never cease to admire how the 
Government, with its faith unsha 
ken in victory, was able to husband 



and mobilize the slender resources 
of the entire country to carry 
through a success ful policy of re- 
sistance which later enabled her 
to take the initiative at Ebro. 

We have seen how a people uni- 
ted can bring forth an amazing 
number of leaders of outstanding 
talent and ability in all fields. 
Pasionaria, Durutti, Lister, Mo- 
desto, Campesiiio, to mention only 
a few, all bear witness to a ge- 
nius residing in a people. 

We have seen a cultural revival 
develop while the country was 
carrying on a war of desperate re- 
sistance ; we have seen emancipa- 
ted Spanish women take the place 
of men in the factories ; we have 
seen Brigades, Divisions and Army 
Corps setting up and supporting 
schools and children s homes ; we 
have seen the army and the rear- 
guard united in mutual help, sup- 
port and self-sacrifice. 

We have felt the treachery of 
« democratic » diplomacy on our 
own skin. We knew from experien- 
ce that whenever there was rene- 
wed talk of Non-Intervention » 
it signified increased shipments of 
Italian, German planes, artillery. 



tanks and other war material. \Vd 
knew that .whenever the * Non- 
Intervention Committee * announ- 
ced progress about the * withdra- 
wal of volunteers » it was equiva- 
lent tp*saying that another convoy 
of Italian troops and aviators were 
about to'* land in Cadiz. We have 
leamd to cut through the maze 
of diplomatic phrases and to place 
our faith in the unity of toilers and 
the strength of our arms. 

We have learned to love and 
respect the heroic people of Spain 
who have suffered so. much and 
who are determined to sacrifice 
everything they possess, to fight 
to the last drop of their blood to 
free Spain from foreigh invasion. 

And last, but not least, we have 
learned the full meaning of Inter- 
national Solidarity . We have fought 
shoulder to shoulder not only with 
our Spanish brothers but also with 
our brothers from 20-30 different 
countries, speaking 20-30 different 
idioms, united in our love far free- 
dom and democracy and in our 
antifascist principles. German and 
French, English and American, 
Negro &nd White, Chinese and Ja- 
panese volunteers — we all fought 
side by side in perfect harmony, 
each Willing to sacrifice his life to 
bfing his wounded comrade lying 
out in the field back to safety. 

We have seen the people in every 
country in the world collecting 
aid afid supplies for Republican 
Spain. We have seep them watch 
our fight and progress with anxious 
eyes and, due to their effort — 
and of course also the magnificent 
fight of the Spanish people and 
the International volunteers — we 
have seen a strong sympathy de- 
velop for Republican Spain among 
the common people of all countries. 

We have seen all of these and 
many things more that would take 
volumes to relate. And out of all 
we have seen and we have learned 
the words of Dr. Negrin stand out 
in bold relief : 

* Hear ye well j We knov 
y that the triumph of fascisn 
* would mean ourtotal exter 
urination. Well, then, we’ll b< 
sooner exterminated than lei 
fascism triumph j... • 

The fate of Spain must 
be resolved among Spa- 
niards alone... 

Ours is a policy of peace 
on basis of national inte- 
grity and reconstruction of 
Spain. 

This is why we have to 
triumph and why we will 
triumph. 

And we will do- it in short . 
order if they (the outside 
powers) will deal with us 
justly. 

We will do it in months if 
they don’t put obstacles in 
our wav. And we will do iljn 
years if they (the outside 
powers) will continue to cru- 
cify us and asphyxiate us 
as they have been doing up 
until now under the pretext 
of non-intervention .!* 

Julius Hene. 
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THE WOUNDED AT EBRO 



By Dr. Major Wm. PIKE 



Dr. Pike has a long record of front line medical service with the~ Interna- 
tional Brigades. He served througho t J aroma as Battalion Doctor with 
original Lincoln Battalion. 

Following a months interval with an American hospital at the Cordoba 
front he was transfer red to the 35. Division wh. re he served i-i various ca- 
pacity ; first as Adjutant Divis on Doctor, next as Chief of Services of the 
Sanidad , a> d later as provisional Divisi&n Doctor. After ten months of that 
he became General Inspector of the Hospitals of the X V . Army Corps from 
where he returned to the XV. Brigade as Chief Doctor shortly before the 
Ebro offensive. 

In this article Dr. Pike relates some of the difficulties the Sanitary Ser- 
vice had to overcome to care properly for the wounded during the Ebro offen- 
sive and the subsequent counter attacks launched by the fascists . 



night we trudged along picking 
up artolas (Utters to carry woun- 
ded on mules) and mule carts aban- 
doned by the fleeing fascists. Men 
were sent to look for mules. 

The next afternoon we were 
able to send our improvised, non- 
motorized transport into action 



ferry broke — it was overloaded 
with pounded — they heard the 
descending horror of the whistling 
shells and they were powerless 
to move. 

But those anxious terrible days 
were soon over. The Une of eva- 
cuation was changed, more am- 




“Good tuck" — Lincoln First Aid Po*| Gandosa 



DARING FOR 

For more than a month the 
Sanidad, too, was preparing for 
the Ebro offensive — extensive ins- 
truction in bandaging, carrying 
the wounded and loading them 
on ambulances, arresting orga- 
nizational defects in order to eva- 
cuate the wounded more quickly 
from the front lines, save them 
hours of suffering and pain and 
bring them faster to the hospital 
and life. 

When we finally received our 
orders to move to the Ebro only 
the most essential material was 
loaded, all else was left behind in 
a central depot. When the Bri- 
gade - began crossing the Ebro 
at night our system of relays 
stretched further and further away 
in a Vain effort to maintain con- 
tact with the rapidly advancing 
troops. The wounded, fortunately 
few in numbers that first day, were 
brought over the swaying pon- 
toon bridges by hand. 

Late that night the bridge for 
heavy^ transport was finished — mu- 
nitions and artillery first. In the 
early morning the Brigade Sani- 
d"d, consisting of two ambulances, 
coach, a truck loaded with all the 
sanitary material and an autobus 
formed part of that clamoring 
mass which crowded the road 
that lead in clouds of chocking 
dust to the bridgehead. Hour after 
hour went by anxiously as we cur- 
sed the tanks and ammunition 
trucks that moved in ahead of us. 
Then, when the first, faint light 
of day appeared the horrible news 
filtered back through the dust to 
us — the bridge was broken! 

The crowded, confused convoy 
melted away soon after the enemy 
observation planes appeared. Or- 
ders were given for the Sanidad 
transport to cross as soon as the 
bridge was repaired or the ferry 
ran and about three of us left to 
cross over the foot-bridge. Our 
task seemed hopeless, no possible 
means of evacuating the woun- 
ded, but we had to contact our 
forces fighting many kilometres 
ahead. 

Walking, we reached the cross- 
roads where we heard of the ad- 
vances and, the still more relie- 
ving <iews, that the troops were 
resting. We captured an ambu- 
lance here that we had lost to the 
Fascists at Teruel. This ambulance 
functioned a few hours then broke 
down. 

We set up a joint ambulance 
post with the 13. Brigade, sent 
runners to apprise the Battalion 
Doctors of the line of evacuation 
and returned to the river. That 
afternoon the road behind the 
Sanidad Post was cut by a bat- 
talion of fascists. Rifle fire cracked 
all around the Post before the 
Fascists were dispersed or cap- 
tured. 

At the river temporary arran- 
gements were made to ferry the 
wounded across and additional 
relays were posted. Still no ambu- 
lancesl Back to the Brigade! 

Our personel was strung along 
the road ; they were ordered to 
the established Post. We had 
little or no material. Far into the 



four mules, two carts/ three ar- 
tolas. Relays of stretcher-beaters 
were sent to places where we had 
no mules to carry the wounded. 
All available men were utilized.. 
The Army Corps sent over one am- 
bulance. Pitifully inadequate! The 
wounded kept piling up. All trucks 
returning from the front were 
mobilized for the transport of 
the wounded. 

The third day — news that One 
of our ambulances was being held 
at the river. No ambulances per- 
mitted across the ferry! Loud ar- 
guments, threatened arrest but 
we got the ambulance across. 

The wounded suffered greatly. 
Hour after hour of riding on heavy 
trucks which vibfa ted pain through 
every fibre of their bodies. Then, 
the terrible waiting at the river 
in the dusty tunnels, trucks rum. 
bling by raising thick clouds of 
dust which stifled them, the an- 
xious waiting while the grey Ita- 
lian and German bombers cir- 
cled overhead, the constant bom- 
bing that tore at their- straining 
nerves. Once the cables of the 



bulances arrived, the wounded 
could be speedily taken from the 
front line medical posts. But the 
need for men to carry the woun- 
ded became greater than, ever. 
We had gone Into action lacking 
75 men — all our available men 
had been distributed among the 
battalions. Two weeks of action 
and then rest, which was not rest, 
behind the lines. 

Attempts were made to disin- 
fect ana douche the men under 
unsatisfactory war conditions. A 
few days of that and again into 
line in the Sierra de Pandols — in 
mountanoug rocky soil, step in- 
clines which left you gasping for 
air where even the sure-footed 
mules could not be used. The 
wounded were often carried on 
the backs of the stretcher-bearers 
from the front lines. In places 
even stretchers could not be used. 

More and more relays at shor- 
ter and shorter- distances were 
needed. It was back-breaking work; 
the stretcher-bearers worked them- 
selves to the point of exhaustion. 
Here Dr. Silbergas, one of the 




Dr. William Pike 



bravest, was wounded. Dr. Hene, 
who had been directing the work 
splendidly in the field, took Sil 
bergas’ place as doctor of the 
Mackenzie- Papineau Battalion. 

The intensity of artillery fire, 
the lack of natural protection, 
made the road unsafe for concen- 
trations of vehicles. Only a relay 
ambulance post made it possible 
to serve three ambulance posts 
with four ambulances. 

De Sota replaced Lieut. Dega 
in the English Battalion 'when 
the latter was wounded, and did 
excellent service. The Sanltad force 
of the Lincolns functioned flaw- 
lessly under the able direction of 
Johnny Simon, Battalion Doctor. 
Again all available men were used, 
no one was permitted to be idle. 
The partial^ disabled, the slightly 
sick were utilized as guards, kit- 
chen-helpers, bringing hot food 
and drinks to the heroically wor- 
king stretcher-bearers, replacing 
the able-bodied so they could 
function further to the front. Those 
soldiers who could not fight at 
the front but could drive relea- 
sed our regular chauffeurs who 
worked faultlessly. 

Now the wounded were quickly 
and efficiently evacuated by the 
ambulances to the classification 
post where the bandages were 
checked for sign of hemorrhage, 
anti-gsftigrene and anti-tetanu se- 
rum was administered. 

Again we went into a well earned 
rest behind the lines but re- 
called into action the third 
day. In the last action the Une 
fell back . Late that night news 
came to Lieut. Me. Farquhar in 
charge of the relay stretcher team 
that some wounded were lying 
far ahead, possibly in territory 
now occuppied by Fascists. He 
quickly organized a rescue squad ■ 
and penetrated almost two kilo- 
metres into a dead land broken 
now and then by the ominous 
sound of scraping pick-axes or 
rattling machine gun wheels. But 
they brought back the wounded 
— some on their backs, some one 
stretchers, a total of six soldiers 
who undoubtedly would have pe- 
rished. 

Many of the Sanidad ^ave their 
liv$s in this glorious action of the 
Ebro. Many more were wounded. 
But they worked well, these and, 
the others who came througi 
unhurt, fitting custodians of the 
lives of the heroes fighting in front 
of them. 
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COMMISSAR NICHOLAS MYER 



Near Gandesa 



IioPip transmission man on march 



Like many of the Canadians in 
Spain, Myers has been a gold- 
miner, a logger, and a free-lance 
worker ; in the depression years — 
jumping the freights from one 
]ob to the next. He's ran a tractor 
hitched to a wheat combine, hefted 
rails and driven spikes for a cou- 
ple of railroads and served an 
apprenticeship as a blacksmith. 

(t Black smithing is the best job », 
he avers. « It’s hard work, boy! 
But I love it. If I ever get a chance 
I'll go back to it. » 

Of medium height and lightly, 
Nick doesn't look much like a 
Village Blacksmith, but lie has 
the unassuming ways that often 
go with physical strength and his 
biceps are more than adequate. 

He joined the working -dass mo- 
vement in 1933 in Alberta — his 
native province - — when he was 
only 15 years old. A little later 
he landed in a Vancouver jail 
for three months as a result of a 
mass unemployed demonstration 
designed to force the Canadian 
government to give the workers 
relief. 

* But we got the relief », he 
exults. * An election was coming 
up in a few days and they couldn’t 
take it. They set up a government 
highway project in a hurry and 
slammed us 011 it. * 

His high point in Spain was at 
Calaceite, where, acting as Sec- 
tion Leader after the former one 
was killed, and completely surroun- 
ded by enemy, he directed his 
men in resisting powerful attacks 
for more than two hours. Six fas- 
cist tanks and over 200 infantry 



men repeatedly assaulted the hill- 
top where Nick and his handful 
held out with few cartridges, 110 
bombsand a defective lightmaxim. 

Finally, realizing that the rest 
of our forces had withdrawn, he 
ordered his men to break up into 
small groups and make their way 
back to our lines. They all got 
back. 

After that he was posted out- 
side Mora dc Ebro in charge of a 
20 men detail of scouts to warn 
of the approach of the enemy to 
the Mora bridgehead. 

The detail was armed with new 
type automatic rifles which^ only 
Nick handled before, and supplied 
with a camion for rapid withdra- 
wal. They stuck until the enemy 
appeared in force and then — 
their function performed — - das- 



Mac- Pap* retting In. tn olive grove 



lied for the bridge which was blown to our way of thinking. I was 

up as soon as they had passed. green at the job and at first I 

As a Commissar, l^ick attri- figured a Commissar ought to 

butes most his success to * the be like a foreman in a lumber 

help of good guys who were able camp — a big hefty guy 'who could 
to swing nearly everybody over Uck anybody in his outfit. * Observer - Fuen tea da Ibro 



Nick Myers, Commissar of Co. 
1, Mac-Pap Battalion, was woun- 
ded in the attack on Asc 6 by the 
same shell that laid out fToucl 
Edwards, the Company Comman- 
der. 

* I heard it coming », lie says, 
* but I was I11 a hurry and kept 
going. I ran a hundred yards 
before I knew [ was hit. Then 1 
saw blood running down my wrist 
and over my rifle. » 

A piece of shrapnel lLad drilled 
his upper arm from elbow to 
shoulaer. 



Siesta behind the lines 



A group of soldiers Mac-Pap Battalion 



■j ». 
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THE WAR IN SPAIN AGAINST THE ITALO- GERMAN ARMY 



The war which Spain is carrying 
on against Italy and Germany, who 
arc aided by the treacherous rebel 
generals, the Moors and the Por- 
tuguese, has forced the Spanish 
people to undergo a hard trial 
which is now well in its third year. 
The tenacious resistance of the 
Spanish people and their deter- 
mination to continue fighting with 
a high morale are due to their 
desire for the independence of 
Spain and their entnusiasm for 
democratic ideas. The entire 
strength of the Spanish people is 
based on these sentiments. The 
Spaniards consider death a lighter 
burden than living as vassals under 
Hitler and Mussolini. And this 
desire for freedom is not felt by 
the men alone ; it is felt by the 
women also. Even the children are 
filled with this love for Spain 
and for freedom. And it is due 
to this determination that the 



bombing of the civilian population 
does not cause discouragement 
but increases their hatred toww'ds 
the invaders of their country and 
inspires them to further deeds 
of heroism. 

Such are the Spanish people and 
such is the strength of Spain. 

When the military uprising 
took place two years ago, the 
ople rose up and overcame it. 
he rebelion was quashed. The 
civil war into which it degenera- 
ted would have been over in a few 
weeks had not Germany and Italy 
hastened to send huge quantities 
of war material, technicians and 
later legions of soldiers to the 
aid of the rebels. The Spanish 
people were full of spontaneous 
enthusiasm, but were not incor- 



£ 



po rated into a disciplined army — 
their army had risen against 
the nation — and their lack of 
organisation placed them at a 
grea t disadvantage when faced 
by a modemly trained add equip- 
ped army. 

Of was then that the construc- 
tive qualities of the Spanish peo- 
ple were shown. While the Spa- 
niards had to fight without arms 
against a well-armed force, while 
the war inonopolised all energies, 
the Spanish Republic was orga- 
nising a new State. It was buil- 
ding a new order to which the 
life of the Spanish people in lo- 
yalist territory was being adjus- 
ted. Thanks to this constructive 
work , t he Spanish people, both 
soldiers and civilians, are enjo- 
ying moral and economic stan- 
dards hitherto unknown in Spain. 
A soldier earns ten pesetas a day, 
as well as food and clothing. With 
the ten pesetas he can help his 
family. If he is married, his chil- 
dren are assured of a home in a 
children's colony. The most lo- 
vely country houses in Spain have 
been been converted into chil- 
dren's colonies. Moreover, the fac- 
tories and other enterprises, as 
well as the State offices, continue 
to pay salaries to the workers or 
employees who arc fighting in the 
Army. The combatant feels s that 
his sacrifice is rewarded, when 
he sees that the State and Spain in 
generalarelookingafter his family. 



Improvement in Social and Cul- 
nral conditions, despite the War. 



Improvement in living condition of the Spanish people 
whose organisation and strength have rendered them 
capable of resisting for an indefinite period 




Potato harvest In Valencia 



The Spanish State lias met 
with enormous difficulties in its 
efforts to feed Spain and to alle- 
viate the suffering which war, 
and especially war as waged by 
the Italo-German army, imposes 
on the Spanish people. Never- 
theless these difficulties have been 
overcome. Cultivation of soil in 
Spain has been intensified . The 
system of importing goods has 
been re-organised and at present 
a just distribution of food exists. 
Before the war there’ were nearly 
a million unemployed workers in 
Spain. The Spanish capitalists, 
who have now sold themselves 
to foreigners, exported their n lo- 
ne y and refused to give employ- 
ment to Spaniards. The workers 
and peasants lived in dreadful 
misery. Now, during the war, they 
live under better conditions than 
before. In Spain, no one is without 
food. 

The daily wage of the workers 
is from twenty-five to thirty-five 
pesetas . Some specialists receive 
higher wages. In the factories 
premiums have been established 



for those who distinguish them- 
selves at their work. A desire to 



produce more exists among the 
workers ; the output of the fac- 
tories is at present much greater 
than a year ago. The workers 
work voluntarily for ten and twel- 
ve hours daily ip the munitions 
factories. One can give examples 
such as the foundry at Sagunto, 
where the workers continue- wor- 
king and increasing their produc- 
tion, although the town where 
they live has been totally destro- 
yed. Hundreds of the wives and 
children of these workers have 
been killed and up to the present 
the town has undergone . more 
than one hundred and fifty air- 
raids. 

The case of the workers at Ma- 
drid is the same. Two kilometres 
from the trenches they work day 
and night in the factories and have 
withstood bombardments during 
which the foreign invaders, wit- 
hout fear of reprisal, have some- 
times dropped more Ilian a thou- 
sand bombs in a few hours. 

All these workers, like those 
of Barcelona, who are always me- 
naced by the ItalotGerman air 
force, have realised that Spain 
looks after their families and 
children. They know' that even 
during the war their life is 
better and more dignified than 
before. Their children are edu- 
cated in schools which before 
could only be attended by the 
children of wealthy parents. Boys, 
although capable of entering high 
school on Completing their ele- 
mentary education, were in the 
past obliged to learn some ma- 
nual trade instead of continuing 
their studies. Today such boy$ are 
studying in the workers’ ins- 
titutes where the State not only 
pays their board and expenses but 
also gives them, a daily Wage equi- 
valent to that which they were 
earning at their respective trades. 

Refugees cared for by the State. 

Social welfare does not leave 
a single soul without protection. 
The old people who were for- 
merly shut up in dark asylums at 
resent five in small family groups, 
hey are allowed to do any par- 
ticular work they like such as loo- 
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The harvest oforahges 




members and a state organisation 
which is strong and efficient. 




People’s Restaurants, Coopera- 
tives and Rationing of the Civilian 
Population. 



a work-certificate. There are three 
types of restaurants gauged accor- 
ding to the different levels of wages. 
Meals are served for ten pesetas. 



Workers In /factory greet a delegation of the XV Brigade 



There is no one entirely without 

s .. o ■ /hi 



five pesetas and 2.50 pesetas. The 
foods is similar in alt three. In 
Barcelona about 100,000 people 
eat in these restaurants every day. 
When one figures on thirty pese- 
tas as the average daily wage of a 
worker, it will be seen that only 
one-third of this sum is spent on 
food. ^The people of Spam have 
rallied round the Republic. The 
will for resistance is at present 
greater than ever. There is a 
sane and healthy spirit, a spirit of 
youthfulness. In this people of 
ideals there is no place lor specu- 
lators and hoarders. No one can 
speculate without being pursued 
by justice and subjected to the 
contempt of his fellows. This state 
of things gives rise to contentment 
inside Spain and is the reason why 
people ate veiling to undergo all 
sacrifices in the assurance that 
in the end Spain will win her in- 



One. of the most difficult and 
dramatic problems brought about 
by the war is that of refugees. 
Thousands of families have fled 
from the villages which are in the 
hands of the fascists. The Govern- 
ment of the Republic has had to 
take care of these hundreds of 
thousands of families, who liad 
escaped from the fascists with 
nothing more than their clothes 
which were torn to . tatters in 
their flight across roads and hills. 
At present there are some two 
million refugees. All of them are 
well cared for. The village and 
town councils in the localities 
where they have settled down 
have given a house to all and well 
paid work to those capable of 
working. The Government in ad- 
dition subsidizes all refugees. 

The children go to school. At 
present every child in Spain goes 
to school. 

The tragedy and grief of these 
refugee families is enormpus. They 
have seen their houses destroyed 
by bombs. They ^ have seen their 



of her family and who now remains 
completely alone. This accumu- 
lation of unhappiness which su- 
rrounds the refugee families would 
be enough to demoralise an en- 
tire nation if it were not inflamed 
with tremendous vitality, a great 



food in Spain. There is a lust ra- 
tioning system for all families 



spirit of sacrifice and a tremendous 



Feeling of unity between all its 



organised by the town and village 
councils. There is also a -system 
of co-operatives which “distri- 
butes food-stuffs for more than 
6.000,000 co-operators. 

People's restaurants have re- 
cently been established. In order 
to be admitted into these res- 
taurants it is necessary to have 
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furniture, which they had bought 
at the cost of hard work, des- 



at the cost of hard work, des- 
troyed. The greater part of the 
women wear mourning. There ara 
girls who have lost their fathers, 
man who has lost six or seven 




dependence. A people who have 
been able to organise themselves 
and who show day by day that 
they are w illing to face death can 
prolong their resists nee indefini 
tely . And the resist a nee of th e 
Spaniards means additional ex- 
pense for Italy and Germany 
which it will be difficult for them 
t!o maintain for long. Meanwhile 
other nations will use this time 
to prepare themselves milita- 
rily so as to be able to confront 
the two ambitions dictators who 
want to bring about the downfall 
of European civilization. 
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A Poem from the Spanish Front 
By T. H. Wintringham 



WHEN FROM THE d«p sky 
And digging In the harsh earth, 

When by words hard as bullets. 

Thoughts simple as death, 

You have won victory. 

People of Spain, 

You will remember the free men who fought beside you, 
enduring and dy Ing with you, the strangers 
Whose breath was your breath. 

You will pile into the deep sky 
A tower of dried earth, 

Rough as the walls where bullets 
Splashed men to death 
Before you won victory, 

Before you freed Spain 

From the eating gangrene of wealth, the grey pus 
of pride, the black scab of those strangers 
Who were choking your breath. 

Bring together, under the deep sky 
Metal and earth ; 

Metal from which you made bullets 
And weapons against death, 

And earth In which, for victory, 

Across all Spain, 

Your blood and ours was mingled, Huesca to 
Malaga ; earth to which your sons and strangers 
Gave up the same breath. 

Bring to the tower, to Its building, 

From New Castille, 

From Madrid, the Indomitable breast-work, 

Earth of a flower-bed In the Casa del Campo, 

Shell-splinters from University City, 

Shell-casing from the Telephonies. 

Bring from Old Castille, Santander, Segovia, 

Sandbags of earth dug out of our parapets 
And a false coin stamped In Burgos by a traitor. 

Carry from Leon, from the province of Salamanca, 

Where the bulls are brave and the retired generals cowards, 
From near the Capital of treason and defeat, bring now 
Clean earth, new and untouched from the cold hills, 

And Iron from the gate, that shall now be always open 
Of Spain’s oldest school, where there shall be young wisdom. 
From Extremadura, earth from the bullring 
Where they shot the prisoners in Badajoz ; 

And lovely Zafra shall give one of Its silver crosses ; 

Galicia, sea-sand and ship-rivets. From Asturias 
Spoil from the pits that taught our dynamiters 
To face and destroy the rearing tanks, and a plt-haft 

That has cut coal and tranches, and is still fit for work. 

From the Basque country, Bilbao, Guernica, 




City of agony, villages of fire. 

Take charred earth, so burnt and tortured no one 
Knows If small children's bones are mingled In It ; 

Take Iron ore from the mines those strangers envied ; 
And wash your hands, remembering a world that did so. 

Navarre shall give a ploughshare and a rock ; 

Aragon, soil from the trench by the walnut-tree 
Where Thaelmann's first group fought towards Huesca, 
And steel from a wrecked car lying by a roadside ; 
Lukacsz rode In that car. 

Catalonia, Spain and not Spain, and our gateway 
(For myself a gateway to Spain and courage and love) 
Shall bring a crankshaft from the HIspano factory 
And earth from Durruttl’s grave ; 

Valencia, black soft silt ol the rice fields, mingled 
With toll from an orange-grove-also 
Telephone- wire, and a crane’s chain. 

Murcia, a surgeon’s scalpel and red earth ; 

Andalucla, the vast south, shall pay 
The barrel of a very old rifle found In the hills 
Beside a skeleton ; earth 
That the olives grow from. 

And Albacete, where we built our brigades : 

Knife-steel and road-dust. 

Take then these metals, under the deep sky 
Melt them together ; take these pieces of earth 
And mix them ; add your bullets, 

And memories of death : 

You have won victory, 

People of Spain, 

And the tower Into which your earth Is built, and 
Your blood and ours, shall state Spain’s 
Unity, happiness, strength ; It shall face the breath 
Of the east, of the dawn, of the futures when there 
will be no more strangers 







The British on parade 




H, Q. 



Crossing the Ebro 
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Brigade fleet a 



The Brigade Swfming Hole 



Lincolns cited by Brigade, 
Brigade cited by Division 



Duriug the course of the recent 
action on the Ebro front, both the 
Lincoln Battalion>nd the i.*>th Bri- 
gade itself have received citations 
for the magnificent work done res- 
pectively by the two units. 

In a special order of the day 
of August 2 1 st . , the Lincolns re- 
ceived commendation for their re- 
sistance on Hill 666 in the Sierra 
Pandols, Signed by Brigade Com- 
mander Major VaUedor and John 
Gates, Brigade Commissar, the 
Lincoln citation reads, in part, as 
follows; 

•The 58th Battalion (Uncoln- 
Washington) is due praise for its 
distinguished action during the 
past days. 



»The commanders and commis- 
sars have rivaled each other in 
heroism, side by side with the sol- 
diers, and they have prevented the 
enemy from advancing a single 
step. 

•Despite the slight protection 
offered by the trenches and des- 
pite the enermous amount of arti- 
llery and mortar fire employed by 
the enemy, it was in no way able to 
bear the tenacious resistance of 
our Icomrades. In every case the 
Battalion repulsed the enemy, caus- 
ing a great number of casualties 
with their sure fire. 

sThis is how Spain is being de- 
fended and how the men fulfill 
the orders of their Command. The 



Internationals promoted on 
eve of departure 



On the eve of their departure 
from Spain a number of Interna- 
tional military officers of the XV 
Brigade were promoted by the 35 
Division. The list includes : 



Mack, Maekenzie-Papineau 
Battalion ; 

Lieut. Dr. Julius Hene, 
Adjutant Brigade Doctor ; 

Lieut. Jack Cooper, Spe- 
cial Machine Gun Company. 



order was for resistance. The Lin- 
coln-Washington Battalion unders- 
tood its importance and accom- 
plished the order magnificently.. .® 

In its own turn the 15th Briga- 
de received the praise of the Di- 
vision Command when, in an ex- 
traordinary order of the day, of 
September ioth, ite activity during 
the 8th and 9 th of September was 
mentioned. 

•This Command®, states the Di- 
vision Order, «is duty bound to 
make known the conscientious 
conduct in combat of the 1 ith and 



15th Brigades on the 8th and oth 
of this month; the first for its 
bravey in the attack, and the se- 
cond for its self sacrifice in the 
defense. Both liave lived up to 
their magnificent tradition of sa- 
crifice and victory. For this reason 
this Command congratulates the 
above mentionhd units, praising 
their outstanding conduct®. 

The Order is signed by the 
Commander of the Sector, Meri- 
no, and by the Commissar Dele- 
gate of War, Jose Maria Sastre. 




Promoted to Majors : 

Captains Malcolm Dun- 
bar, Chief of Staff, and Ra- 
dumir Smreka. Chief of In- 
formation of the Brigade ; 

Capt. Sam Wild, Com- 
mander British Battalion ; 

Cap. Milton Wolff, Com- 
mander Lincoln-Washing- 
ton Battalion ; 

Capt. Dr. William Pike, 
Chief of Brigade Sanidad. 

Promoted to Captains : 

Lieutenants Howard God- 
dard, Chief of Operations, 
and Owen Smith, his Adju- 
tant ; 

Lieut, John Power, Bri- 
tish Battalion ; 

Lieut. Don Thayer, Lin- 
coln-Washington Battalion; 

Lieut's Gunnar Ebb, Lio- 
nel Edwards and Henry 




Mussolini ret I ret tome of hit •voluntterte 



You cant’ keep a 
good man down 

We are indebted to tile Chicago 
Daily Tribune for the following de- 
licious item : 

The sister of an American 
who was fighting in Spain 
with the loyalists and who 
now is a prisoner in one of 
Franco's detention camps 
received the following : 

The living conditions are 
fine, the food is plentiful and 
good and we art- considera- 
tely treated . Utsnay. 

It got by the censor. 



Because of error (he (save of the “Volun- 
teer** previous to this one was mlstakeuly 
numbered S3, when It should hart been 34. 
We correct this oversight by fftvlng thta 
Ittvt Its prope number SB. 
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Watching the fiestas 
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